
OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
30th Anniversary Convention 

2012 OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 

IN HISTORIC LAWRENCE, KS 

AUGUST 6 - 11. 2012 

CONVENTION TOUR MAP 
BOOKLET 



Tour #1 - Independence to Gardner, KS 
Tuesday and Saturday 

Itinerary for the day: 
8:45 - Upper Independence (Wayne City) Landing 
9:15 - McCoy Park in Independence (on Saturday, dedication of markers begins 8:30 am) 
9:45 - National Frontier Trails Museum (restrooms, snacks & water) 
10:55 - 851

h & Manchester swale 
11 :30 - Minor Park swales 
12:45 - Mahaffie House- (lunch, tour, restrooms) 
2:35 - At new Lone Elm Park 
3:40 - At new Gardner Junction Park 
5:00 - Holiday Inn 

The tour leaves Holiday Inn and travels across many historic venues in Kansas City and begins 
at the new Upper Independence (Wayne City) Landing Park on the Missouri River north of 
Independence, MO. This park has been enlarged, landscaped and has five new National Park 
Service interpretive exhibits. This was the main landing for travelers going west on the 
Independence Route of the Santa Fe-Oregon-California Trail. 

The tour then will proceed to McCoy Park in Independence that has five brand new NPS 
interpretive exhibits, which will be dedicated on Saturday morning. A brief stop at National 
Frontier Trails Museum will be followed by visiting the Santa Fe Trail Park, 1844 Rice-Tremonti 
House, the 85th and Manchester ruts and the Hickman Mills interpretive site. 

We then proceed to the Big Blue River (Red Bridge) Crossing that has a huge new bridge with 
four new NPS interpretive panels, Minor Park with magnificent ruts, and New Santa Fe. Our box 
lunch will be enjoyed at the 1865 Mahaffie House and their new Heritage Center. 
We then proceed to the new Lone Elm Park at the site of one of the most used campgrounds on 

the entire trail. This 160-acre farm was bought by the city of Olathe, KS and preserved and 
magnificently interpreted. 

We end our day at the new Gardner Junction Park, which has been substantially re-graded and 
improved. It has seven new NPS interpretive panels on it. This was the site where the 
Independence Route and the Westport Route came together and the Oregon-California Trail split 
off from the earlier Santa Fe Trail. Truly a key junction for the complex of trails in our area. 

On this tour, you will be amazed at the number of new parks that have been created by cities 
along this route and the number of interpretive National Park Service exhibits that have been 
installed- all of which have been put in place in the last decade! Many of our tour stops will be 
at sites that did not exist a decade ago. 

Tour #2 - Westport to Lawrence Route (California Road) 
Monday and Thursday 

Itinerary for the day: 
8:20 - Town of Kansas in KC 
9:05 - Lewis & Clark Point 
9:40 - Union Station (restrooms - snacks, drinks) 



10:15 - Westport walking tour 
11 :00 - Shawnee Indian Mission tour - (restrooms) 
12:00 - Broadmoor Park- (lunch - no restrooms) 
12:55 - Sapling Grove Park 
1 :25 - Strang Park 
2:00 - Pioneer Park 
2:35 - Shawnee Indian Cemetery 
3:05 - Shawnee City Hall (restrooms - snacks, drinks) 
4:15 - Bluejacket Crossing of Wakarusa River 
5:00 - Holiday Inn 

The tour leaves Holiday Inn and begins at Westport Landing, which is the new Town of 
Kansas Park with nine new NPS interpretive exhibits. We will walk on a spectacular pedestrian 
bridge that will take us to the overlook at the south bank of the Missouri River. This was not 
only where Kansas City began and was known simply as the town of 'Kansas', but was also the 
departing point for travelers heading west on the Westport Route of the Santa Fe-Oregon­
Califomia Trails. 

The tour travels past the unique Arabia Museum and will stop at Lewis and Clark Point, which 
is a magnificent overlook of the beginning points of our historic trails and Kansas City. 

We will then journey down the Westport Route through downtown Kansas City and visit the 
1914 Union Station, currently the second largest train depot in the nation. 
We will do a walking tour of historic Westport and follow the trail for a visit at the 170-year­

old Shawnee Indian Mission Museum. 
Thursday's lunch will be enjoyed at the new Broadmoor Park. Then we journey to the new 

Sapling Grove Park and Strang Park, both of which have new NPS interpretive exhibits. 
The tour proceeds to the new Pioneer Park in Shawnee, KS with four new interpretive panels 

and a magnificent covered wagon sculpture. 
The tour follows the trail toward Lawrence and ends with a visit at the wonderful Bluejacket's 

Wakarusa River Crossing, which still displays the swale at the crossing. It is on private property 
that belonged to David and Mary Gage, winners of the OCTA 1994 Friend of the Trail Award. 

As with Tour A, you will be truly impressed with the number of new parks that have been 
created by cities along this route and the number of interpretive National Park Service exhibits 
that have been installed- all of which did not exist a decade ago! 

Tour #3 - River Run to Ft. Leavenworth 
Tuesday and Thursday 

Itinerary for the day: 
8:15 - Lewis and Clark Point in KC 
8:55 - Kaw Point (restrooms - snacks, water) 
9:50 - Riverfront Park (Lewis and Clark) 
11 : 10 - Centennial Bridge Park in Leavenworth 
11 :50 - Leavenworth Landing- (lunch & restrooms) 
1 :15 - Fort Leavenworth 
1 :50 - " " Museum - (restrooms, snacks, drinks) 
4:20 - Leave Leavenworth 
5 :00 - Holiday Inn 



The tour leaves Holiday Inn and travels to Lewis and Clark Point in Kansas City. This will be 
the beginning point as we follow the Missouri River (the Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail) to Leavenworth. 

The next stop will be at Kaw Point which is the confluence of the Kansas and Missouri Rivers. 
Lewis and Clark camped there three nights, June 26-28, 1804. It is a spectacular park, newly 
renovated eight years ago, and has four NPS interpretive panels and other markers. 

The tour then proceeds to the new Riverfront Park in north Kansas City with two NPS 
interpretive panels. 

We will follow the county roads along the Missouri River to Leavenworth and a visit to the new 
Centennial Bridge Park and its interpretive markers on the river. We will enjoy lunch at 
Leavenworth Landing Park on the bank of the river and see all of the trail interpretation there. 

After lunch, we will journey through the historic 1854 town of Leavenworth to the Fort. We 
will visit several sites including the Buffalo Soldiers Monument and the newly upgraded Fort 
Leavenworth Museum. 

A walking tour along trail ruts and the original river landing will then be followed by leaving 
the Fort along the Santa Fe-Oregon-California Trails. We will follow the trail and see the Eight­
Mile House where the trails split. 

The return route to Lawrence will take us along the 1839 Military Road from the Fort. 

Tour #4 - Lawrence to Topeka Trails 
Thursday and Saturday 

Itinerary for the day 
8 :05 - Arrive Black Jack Battlefield & ruts 
9:05 - McDonalds - (restrooms, snacks & water) 
10:00 - Blanton's Bridge crossing of Wakarusa - Meet Fred Six 
10:40 - Watkins Museum - (restrooms) 
12:10 - LeCompton - (lunch & entertainment, restrooms) 
2:25 - Pellant Ruts - (snacks & water) 
3:15 - Great Overland Station - (restrooms) 
4:00 - Cedar Crest (Governor's Mansion) swales 
5:00 - Holiday Inn 

The tour leaves Holiday Inn and travels south and east to Baldwin City, KS. The first stop will 
be at the Black Jack Battle Park where we will see impressive Santa Fe Trail ruts and hear Kerry 
Altenbemd address us in first person as John Brown regarding this important 1856 battle. 

We will follow the Santa Fe Trail for a few miles to see several sites and then make our way 
north to the Blanton's Bridge Crossing of the Wakarusa River. Owner Fred Six, retired Kansas 
Supreme Court Judge and recipient ofOCTA's 2006 Friend of the Trail award, will address us 
about the history of this important crossing on the Oregon-California Trail. 

The tour will then go a short distance north to Lawrence and visit the Watkins Community 
Museum. Then up and onto Jayhawk Blvd through the center of the campus directly on the trail. 

Journeying west from Lawrence on the trail, viewing some swales, we come to Lecompton, the 
first territorial capitol of Kansas Territory. There we will have a lunch prepared by the United 



Methodist Church volunteers followed by a presentation by the LeCompton Reenactors depicting 
the events of the Kansas Territory and Border War eras. 

On our way to Topeka on the trail, we visit some spectacular trail ruts at Leo Pellant's house, 
who will receive OCTA's Friend of the Trail award at our convention. 

In Topeka, we will tour the magnificently renovated Great Overland (Union Pacific) Station at 
the site of the Papin's Ferry Crossing of the Kansas River. That will be followed by a visit to the 
site of trail swales that are adjacent to Cedar Crest, the Kansas Governor's Mansion. 

Tour #5 - Quantrill Raid 
Monday and Saturday 

Itinerary for the day. 
9:55 - McDonalds in Gardner - (restrooms, snacks & water) 
11 :55 - Lunch @ UP Visitors Center in Lawrence - (restrooms) 
1 :00 - 40 min walking tour of downtown Lawrence 
1 : 50 - 3 0 min walking tour of west Lawrence 
2:35 - Stop at Oak Hill Cemetery 
3: 10 - McDonalds - (restrooms, water & snacks) 
4:10 - Stop at Quantrill's watering stop 
5:00 - Return to Holiday Inn 

One of the deadliest raids on a civilian population occurred on August 21, 1863 - the William 
Quantrill Raid on Lawrence. At least 150 men and boys were killed and much of the town was 
burned and sacked by a force of 450 well-armed mounted raiders. 

The bus will leave Holiday Inn and travel to Olathe, KS for the first stop at the site of one of 
Quantrill's raids in 1862. Then south about ten miles to Aubry (today's Stilwell), Kansas near 
the Missouri border. This was the site of another Quantrill raid in 1862, but it was also near the 
point where the raiders entered Kansas on early on August 20. 

We will follow and see sites, such as Spring Hill, Gardner Junction Park and the Tuscarora 
claim, on the route of the raiders as they made their way to Gardner and picked up the Oregon­
California Trail there. We will keep following their route and see various sites on the trail as 
they approached Lawrence. Daylight was approaching as they arrived at the edge of LawTence. 

After following their route into town, we will lunch at the Union Pacific Visitor's Center. A 
guided walking tour of downtown and the destruction there, including an inside visit to the 
historic Eldridge Hotel destroyed during the raid, will follow. After reboarding the bus, we will 
see various sites around the edge of downtown and do a short walking tour of a neighborhood 
just west of downtown where several houses were attacked and/or burned. 

A visit to the Oak Hill Cemetery and the stones of many of the victims of the raid follows. The 
bus will then make its way south out of town on their escape route. We will briefly stop at the 
site of Brooklyn, a village burned by the raiders. A short visit to a still-existing stone farmhouse 
where the raiders stopped to water horses will be made before we return to the Holiday Inn. 
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OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
30th Anniversary Convention Tour and Map Booklet 

Watkins Community 
Museum of History 
Experience Lawrence's 
past and explore stories 
of the people and 
events that shaped our 
community, Douglas 
County Kansas, and 

~tn7tte~~~··,, ?i~B;-
, 

GOT BOOK? 
Specializing in complete 
Self-Publishing services. 

Novels, Autobiographies, 
History, Religious, Serf Help 
From one to one thousand 

Perfect bound, spiraH 

Serving the Midwest 
for over 30 yearsl 

• Commercial Printing 
• Color Copies 

• Furr Service Copy Center 
• Complete Finishing Services 

• Booklets, Brochures & 
Beyond! 

~~LEUJ 
pr i nt i ng 

22 7 East College 
Independence, MO 64050 

816-836-0219 
lewprinting@sbcglobal.net 

www.lewprinting.com 



fi;nd Yourself in the Past 
..... ·.-___ ; ... --· - - ·• -

Whether you are an 
experienced historian or just 
starting the process of finding 
yourself through family history, 
The State Historical Society of 
Missouri has the records and 
staff to assist you. Manuscript 
collections with diaries and 
journals detailing experiences 
on the trails; family, county, 
and town histories; cemetery 
records; census data noting 
those who headed west; and 
newspapers from all Missouri 
counties are available at 
Research Centers in Columbia, 
Kansas City, Rolla, and St. 
Louis; also by appointment 
at Missouri State University's 
Meyer Library in Springfield. 

nttP,Vfist:a~~umsystei)l~edu ~tis~fiJn,~QfliSV~m,~du ·· 1 

·Re$E!arch center-Kansas :eltv .•• i.02 New~<)tn'b tfa-11.-UM~t yampus 
. '8 ;a,n :to 5 pin, M~fri • wJ1,r,C'k,c@:t:lm~¢.-e~ • ($l<i)Z3S·1!54~ ; 

)~--__...,t:"":-r.;r· . a· -~~~c-~~~ ·' w r-~ ~- .. , ~ '-"': 

'fhe-~ ---~l•~~1_1'otS~_a'.:Mi$$0uri ---:.- ·-·~ .. -._ .. _;f::._~_., ..__.........-.i..,...~ - .:i-.._1. ··-- .l. 'l. ·;·.·- --

l:il branch Q usbank.com 
Member FDIC 

At U.S. Bank, we are committed to making 

the communities in which we work and live 
a better place. Our commitment means 

supporting the programs and organizations 
that enrich the quality of life for our 

neighbors. Because when our community 
succeeds, everyone wins . 

• 
Proud to support the Oregon-California Trails 
Associations Convention 

All of [m3 serving yol.l" 

Main Branch 
900 Massachusetts • Lawrence, KS 66044 
785·865-0200 

~bank 
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SCENERY, CURIOSITIES AND STUPENDOUS ROCKS 
William Quesenbury's Overland Sketches, 1850-1851 
By David Royce Murphy 
$45.00 CLOTH · 304 PAGES 

In 1851, William Quesenbury and other artists were hired to travel the 
overland trails through Nebraska Territory and sketch the "scenery, curiosities, 
and stupendous rocks." This volume gathers 71 sketches, with eyewitness 
accounts, photographs, and notes. 

AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF DESPERATION 
Exploring the Donner Party's Alder Creek Camp 
Edited by Kelly J. Dixon,Julie M . Schablitsky, and Shannon A. Novak 
$34.95 · 384 PAGES 

The Donner Party is almost inextricably linked with cannibalism. Combining 
history, ethnohistory, archaeology, anthropology, and oral testimony from 
observers and survivors, this innovative volume offers insights into many long­
unsolved mysteries. 

WITH GOLDEN VISIONS BRIGHT BEFORE THEM 
Trails to the Mining West, 1849-1852 
By Will Bagley 
$45.00 CLOTH · 448 PAGES 

$150.00 SPECIAL EDITION · 448 PAGES 

During the mid-nineteenth century, a quarter of a million men, women, and 
children followed the "road across the plains" to gold rush California. Will 
Bagley captures the danger, excitement, heartbreak, and consequences of 
America's first great rush for riches. 

~ UNIVERSITY OF 

OKLAHOMA PRESS I 
2800 VENTURE DRIVE · NORMAN, OK 73069 

TEL 800 627 7377 · OUPRESS.COM 11 t Youlim 

WEST FROM SALT LAKE 
Diaries from the Central Overland Trail 
Edited by Jesse G. Petersen 
$34.95 · 320 PAGES 

THE ARTHUR H. CLARK COMPANY 

Emigrants in covered wagons often traveled the Central Overland Trail from 
Salt Lake City to California. This is the first volume to collect their day-by­
day accounts, including excerpts from twenty-three emigrant diaries, many 
previously unpublished. 
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