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1965 
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Journal of a Trappe_r, or]'f'me :fears m'the Rocky Mounbins, 1834 - 1843 
L.A. York(ect) _. 
Boise, Idalio 
1914 (Second edition - 1921~ 

Born: 
B.i'wdoinbam, Main~ June.12,;-1814 (One uf ~ine cliildren). 

' J ,1 

Parents - George G: and Eleanor Power Russell ~ _ 
Ran away from hom~ at 16 tot,eco'm~a sailor - Finding that this was a "harsh Career" 
he deserted and went to wo~ for the Northwest Trapping and Trading Company in 
present day Wisco~ ~ Miprlesota 

1834 
,;; -

~ ' I rl 
,.., I I 

On April 19, 1834 he went to work for the G'.olumbia River Fishing and Trading 
Company at $250 dollars for,eigbteen montli's .-,.Left Independence, Missouri on April 28, 
1834 with Nathaniel J. Wyeth;s expedition to the Columbia River - Anjved ai' the 1834 
Rendezvous site on Hams Fork of the Green River delivering supplies ,ordered by the 
Rocky Mountain Fur Company but were not excepted (Nathaniel Wyeth's race with 
William Sublette to the 1834 Renaezvous))- Establishment of Fort Hall fon the Snake 
River by Wyeth to sell supplies - Russell was one of eleven men left to build and garrison 
Fort Hall under the direction of Robert Evans - Russell called the Fort 'tTfie most lonely 
and dreary place I think I ever saw" -Russell learned the Shoshone (Snake) Indian 
language from the Shoshone who traded at the Fort - Some of the ex-ROfkyMountain Fur 
Company trappers (Hired by the American Fur Company at the close bf the 1834 
Rendezvous) seeking emplonnent at Fort Hall became Russell's tdlellers during the fall 
and winter of 1834 - 1835 ' ,1, J ' 

1835 
!!lf/J ~ I~ 

Spring hunt: Under the direction of Joseph Gale, who Russell learned to dislike, he was 
appointed as a camp keeper- Cache Valley - Bear Lake - Salt River- Blackfoot River-



Fall hunt: Yellowstone Plateau- Head waters of the Missouri River- Swan Valley
Pierre's Hole - Teton Pass - Jackson Hole - Lamar River - Upper Madison River -
September 8,1835 met fourteen ex-Rocky Mountain Fur Company men including Kit 
Carson and Joe Meek who saved them from being killed by a force of eighty Blackfoot 
Indians - Losing the majority of their horses and mules Gale ordered Russell to return to 
Fort Hall and obtain horses - Russell became lost and spent 20 days tJying to reach the 
Fort and upon his arrival, with his enlistment expired, he took his discharge from the 
Columbia River Fishing and Trading Company - Leaving Fort Hall he traveled up the 
Portneuf River to Mutton Hill where he spent the winter with fifteen men who also had 
left the Company 

1836 
In February Russell joined Jim Bridger on Blackfoot River for the Spring hunt - His 
apprenticeship was over and he was at last a full fledged trapper - Attended the 1836 
Rendezvous on Horse Creek arriving on June 28, 1836 - Met Marcus Whitman and Henry 
Spaulding and their wives - Fall hunt: Left the Rendezvous in July traveling through 
Jackson Hole and crossing over Two Ocean Pass to the upper Yellowstone River and 
around Yellowstone Lake - North boundary of present Yellowstone Park - Down 
Yellowstone River and into Blackfoot country where several men were either killed or 
wounded 

1837 
Spring hunt: Wind River plains and mowttains-Horse Creek and the 1837 Rendezvous -
A bloody misunderstanding took place at the Rendezvous with the Bannock Indians 
which lasted three days prior to the arrival of the supply train - After the Rendezvous 
Russell had his horse shot and killed by a Blackfoot Indian hunting party en-route to the 
fall hunt Fall hunt: Jackson Hole - Yellowstone Lake - East and north of present day 
Yellowstone Park - Yellowstone River - South into Crow country where they were 
robbed of their supplies and horses -Marched afoot to Fort Williams arriving on 
November 18, 1837 sick and destitute receiving horrible treatment from those in charge at 
the Fort 

1838 
Spring hunt: Left for the Yellowstone River in late February - Gallatin Valley and 
reaching the Madison River on June 1st - On the Madison River the trappers found 
several signs of a Blackfoot trail that showed evidence of Smallpox and upon finding the 
Indian encampment killed more - At Henry's Lake another Blackfoot encampment with 
Smallpox was found but mercy was shown and after trading goods the trappers moved on 
- Snake River Valley - Teton Pass - Arriving at the Rendezvous on Wind River on July 
5th - There was talk about this being the last summer Rendezvous in the mountains that 
the American Fur Company would hold - After the Rendezvous (Russell's last 
Rendezvous) both sides of the Teton Range were trapped during the Fall hunt- Because 
of the events at the 1838 Rendezvous and the lack of interest Russell went independent 
using Fort Hall as bis center of operation 



1839 
Spring hunt: Yellowstone country-August, 1839, Russell and his two companions 
encountered Blackfoot Indians on Pelican Creek near Yellowstone Lake losing all their 
furs and almost their lives while returning to Fort Hall - "left the place heaping curses on 
the Blackfoot nation" 

1840 
Russell hunted and trapper around Fort Hall until October I, 1840 

From October 1•, I UO to April 7"' 1841 the story of Russell's travels and historic 
events are taken in detail from his joumtd and are found in the following text 

On August 23"' 1842 Osborne Russell dqartedfrom Fon Hall with a Oregon bound 
wagon train headed by Elijah White arriving at W"dlanteJu Falls, Orego11 in &J*mber 
of 1842 - Russell died at Placenille, Califomia, August 2fl" 1892 



HOSTILE CONFRONTATIONS WITH INDIANS 

~ started in April 
of Salmon river: 

excepting his men 

on 
with 



quite unconscious of danger until the whistling of balls about my ears gave me to 
understand that these were something more than mere picture of imagination and gave me 
assurance that these living Centaurs were a little more dangerous than those I bad been 
accustomed to see portrayed on canvass 

The first gun was fired by on of our party which was taken as a signal for attack 
On both sides but the well .directed fir from our rifles soon compelled them to retire from 
the front and take to the brush behind us; where they had the advantage until 7 or 8 of our 
men glided into the brush and concealing themselves until their left wing approached 
within about 30 ft of them before they shot a gun they then raised and attacked them in 
the flank the Indians did not stop to return the fire, but retreated thro. the brush as fast as 
possible dragging their wounded along with them and leaving their dead on the spot. In 
the meantime myself and the remainder of our party were closely engaged with the center 
and right. I took the advantage of a large tree which stood near the edge of the brush 
between the Indians and our horses; They approached until the smoke of our guns met. I 
kept a large German horse pistol loaded by me in case they should make a charge when 
my gun was empty. When I first stationed myself at the tree I placed a hat on some twigs 
which grew at the foot of it and would put it in motion by Kicking the twig with my foot 
in order that they might shoot at the hat and give me a better chance at their heads but I 
soon found out this sport was no joke for the poor horses behind me were killed and 
wounded by the balls intended for me. The Indians stood the fight for about 2 hours then 
retreated thru the bush with a dismal lamentation. We then began to look about to find 
what damage they had done us: One of our comrades was found under the side of an old 
root wounded by balls in 3 places in the right and one in the left leg below the knee no 
bones having been broken. Another had received a slight would in the groin. We lost 3 
horses killed on the spot and several more wounded but not so bad as to be unable to 
travel. 

Towards night some of our men followed down the stream about a mile and found 
the place where they had stopped and laid their wounded comrades on the ground in a 
circle the blood was still standing congealed in 9 were they had apparently been dressing 
the wound. 2cJh staid at the same place fearing no further attempt by the same party of 
Indians 30th Travelled up the main branch abt. 10 mls. July 1• Traveled to the SE 
extremity of the valley and encamped for the night Our wounded comrade suffered very 
much in riding altho. everything was done which lay in our power to ease his suffering: A 
pallet was made upon the best gaited horse belonging to the party for him to ride on and 
one man appointed to lead the animal 2nd Crossed the Teton mountain in an east direction 
- about 15 mis. The ascent was very steep and rugged covered with tall pines but the 
descent was somewhat smoother. (l) 

Septr 9 .. [1835) .. ... we bad been encamped about an hour when fourteen white Trappers 
came to us in full gallop they were of Mr. Bridger' party who was encamped at Henry's 
Lake about 20 mis in a direction and expected to arrive at the Madison the next day his 
partyconsisted of 60 white men and about 20 flathead Indians. The trappers remained 
with us during the night teJling Mountain "Yams" and the news from the States. Early 
next morning 8 of them started down the stream to set Traps on the main Fork but 
returned in about an hour closely pursued by about 80 Blackfeet. Weimmediately secured 



our horses in a yard previously made for the purpose and prepared ourselves far battle. In 
the meantime the Indians had gained the bluffs and commenced shooting into the camp 
from both sides. The bluff on the F.ast side was very steep and rock covered with tall 
pines the foot approaching within 40 yds of us. On the west the bluffs were covered with 
thick groves of quaking asps; from these bights they poured fusee balls without mercy or 
even damage except killing our animals who were exposed to their fire. In the meantime 
we concealed ourselves in the thicket around the camp to await a nearer approach, but 
they were to much afraid of our rifles to come near enough for us (to) use Ammunition -
We lay almost silently about 3 hours when finding they could not arouse us to action by 
their long shots they commenced setting fire to the dry grass and rubbish with which we 
were surrowided: the wind blowing brisk from the South in a few moments the fire was 
converted into one circle of flame and smoke which united over our heads. This was the 
most horrid position I was ever placed in death seemed almost inevitable but we did not 
despair but all bands began immediately to remove the rubbish arowid the encampment 
and setting fire to it to act against the flames that were hovering over our heads: this plan 
proved successful beyond our expectations Scarce half an hour had elapsed when the fire 
had passed around us and driven our enemies from their position. At length we saw an 
Indian whom we supposed to be the chief standing on a high point of rock and give the 
signal for retiring which was done by taking hold of the opposite comers of his robe -
lifting it up and striking it 3 time on the ground. The cracking of gwis then ceased and the 
party moved off in silence. They had killed two horses and one mule on the spot and five 
more were badly wounded. It was about 4 oclk in the afternoon when firing ceased. (3) 

Septr 13" (18351 We left the Madison Fork with Mr Bridger's Camp and ascended a 
small branch in a West direction thro. The mountains about 20 Mis. and encamped on the 
divide. After we had encamped a Frenchman started down the mountain to set his traps 
for Beaver contrary to the advice and persuasion of his comrades he had gone but a few 
mile when he was fired up by a party of Blackfeet killed and scalped (4) 

May S" (1836) .. ... crossed a low mountain about 8 Mis and fell on to Blackfoot this we 
ascended two days and hunted until the 51h of May when three of our party were waylaid 
and fired upon by a party of Blackfeet whilst ascending the stream thro. a K.anyon one of 
them was slightly wounded in the side by a fusee ball and all escaped to the Camp 
reported the Indians to the about 25 in number (SJ 

Septr. s• (1836) The next day we moved down the stream to its junction with Clarks 
fork within about 3 Mis of the Yellowstone On the following morning two men went to 
set traps down on the river and as they were hunting along the brushy banks for places to 
set a party of sixty Blackfeet surrounded them drove then into the river and shot after 
them as they were swimming across on their horses One by he name of Howell was shot 
by two fusee balls thro. the chest the other escaped unhurt. Howell rode within half a 
smile of camp fell and was brought in on a litter he lived about 20 hours and expired in 
the greatest agony imaginable - about an hour after he was brought in 20 Whites and 
Delawares sent to scour the brush along the river and fight the Blackfeet Having found 
them they drove them on to an Island and fought them till dark. The loss our side during 



the battle was a Nes percey Indian killed and one White slightly wounded in the shoulder. 
The Blackfeet who were fortified on the Island drew off in the night secreting their dead 
and carrying off their wounded (6] 

Jany 29• (1837) We were riding carelessly along with our rifles lying carelessly before 
us on our saddles When we came to a deep narrow gulch made by the water running from 
the hills in the Spring Season when behold( The earth seemed teeming with naked 
Savages A quick volley of fusees a shower of balls and a could of smoke clearly bespoke 
their nation tribe manners and customs and mode of warfare; a ball broke the right arm of 
one man and he dropped his rifle which a savage immediately caught up and shot after us 
as we wheeled and scampered away out of their guns. There was about 80 Indians who 
had secreted themselves until we rode with 15 feet of them They got a rifle clear gain and 
we had one man wounded and lost a Rifle so they had so much the advantage and we 
were obliged to go to Camp and study out some plan to get even as buy the two or three 
last skirmishes we had fell in this rebt. A few days afterwards a party off 20 men 
immediately mounted and set off and arrived at the place just as they had entered the 
timber - they ran into some old rotten Indian forts formed of small piles in a conical shape 
The whites immediately surrounded and opened fire upon them which was kept up until 
darkness and the severity of the weather compelled them to retire We had one man 
wounded slightly thro. the hip and one Delaware was shot by a poisoned ball in the leg 
which lodged under the knee cap he lived four days and expired. On examining the battle 
ground next day we found that three or four at least had been killed and put under the Ice 
in the river seven or 8 had been badly wounded which they dragged away on trains to 
their village. We found that the old forts were not bullet proof in any place our rifle balls 
had whistled thro. them nearly every shot bad blood and brains lay scattered about in side 
on the shattered fragments of rotton wood. [7] 

June 2" (1838) .. ... We crossed this fork and traveled up on the West side about 15 Mis 
on a trail made by a village of Blackfeet which had passed up 3 or 4 days previous. They 
were to all appearances occasionally dying of the small Pox which has made terrible 
havoc among the Blackfeet during the last winter. To day we passed an Indian lodge 
standing in the prarie near the river which contained 9 dead bodies 3rd Continued up the 
stream on their trail until IOoclk am. when Mr. Bridger having Charge of the Camp tried 
to avoid them by talcing into the mountain but the Majority of the men remonstrated so 
hard against trying to avoid a village of Blackfeet which did not contain more than 3 
times our numbers that he altered his course and turned back towards the Madison and 
encamped about two Ms from the river on a small spring branch This branch runs thro a 
ridge in a narrow passage in the rocks a hundred feet perpendicular on both sides about a 
quarter of a MI. from the Madison The next morning as we were passing over the ridge 
around this place we discovered the village about 3 Mis above use on the river We 
immediately drove into this Kan.yon with the Camp and prepared for battle our leader was 
no military commander therefore no orders were given after the company property was 
secured about 15 men mounted horses and started for the Village in order to commence a 
skirmish. The village was situated on the West bank of the river about 30 rods behind it 
arouse a bench of land I 00 ft high running parralell with the river and gradually 



ascending to the westward until it terminated in a high range of mountains about 2 Mis 
distant While our men were approaching the village I took a telescope and ascended the 
highest point of rock which over hung the camp to views the manoeuver. They rode 
within a short distance of the edge of the benc~ then dismounted and crept to the edge 
and opened a fire on the village which was the first the Indians knew of our being in the 
country. They fired 3 or 4 round each before the Indians had time to mount their horses 
and ascent the bluff one hundred and fifty yards above them. The whites then mounted 
their horses and retreated towards the Camp before about 5 times their numbers a running 
fire was kept up on both sides untill our men reached the Camp when the Indians took 
possession of an elevated point fonned of broken rocks about 300 paces distant on the 
south side of the Camp from which they kept shooting at intervals for about 2 hours 
without doing any damage when one of them called out in the flathead tongue and Said 
that we were not men but women and had better dress ourselves as such for we had 
bantered them to fight and then crept into the rocks like women. An Old Iroquois trapper 
who had been an experienced warrior trained on the shores of Lake Superior 
understanding this harangue turned to the Whites about him and made a speech in 
imperfect English nearly as follows "My friends you see dat lngun talk? He not talk good 
he talk beny bad He say you me all same like squaw, dat no good, spose you go wid me I 
make him no talk dat way" On saying this he stripped himself entirely naked throwing his 
powder horn and bullet pouch over his right shoulder and taking his rifle in his hand 
began to dance and utter the shrill war cry of his Nation. 20 of us who stood around and 
near him cheered the sound which had been the death warrant of so many whites during 
the Old French war He started and we followed amid a shower of balls: the distance as I 
said before was about 300 yards up a smooth and gradual ascent to the rocks where the 
Blackfeet had secreted themselves to the number of 150. The object of our leader was to 
make an open charge and drive them from their position which we effected without loss 
under an incessant storm of fusee balls. When we reached the rocks we stopped to breath 
about half a minute not having yet discharged a single gun. We then mounted over the 
piles of granite and attacked them muzzle to muzzle Altho 7 or 8 times our number they 
retreated from rock to rock like hunted rats among the ruins of an old building whilst we 
followed close as their heels loading and shooting until we drove them entirely in the 
plains where their horses were tied. They carried off their dead with the exception of two 
and threw them into the river They then placed their wounded on horses and started 
slowly towards their village with a mournful cry We then packed our animaJs and 
followed them with the Camp within a quarter of a Mile of their village where we stopped 
for the night. During the night they moved the Village up about 3 Mis further. Next 
morning we ascended the bench intending to pass with the camp by the village we soon 
found however that they had formed a line of mounted warriors from the river to the thick 
pines which grew on the mountain about 30 of us concluded to try the bravery of those 
cavaliers on the field leaving the remainder of the camp to bring up the rear we rode into 
a thicket under cover of the Camp out of their sight and turned into a deep ravine we 
approached nearly to the top of the bank where we conduced to rest our horses a moment 
and then Charge their line in front near the left wing we were close enough to hear them 
talking as they pranced back and forward on the bench above us after tightening our girths 
and examining our anns we put each of us 4 or 5 bullets in our mouths and mounted 



without noise - Our leader (the same old Iroquois) Sallied forth with a horrid yell and we 
followed the Indians were so much surprised with such a sudden attack that they made no 
resistance whatever but wheeled and took toward the village as fast as their horses could 
carry them whilst we pursued close at their heels until within about 300 yards of there 
lodges where we made a halt and stopped untill the Camp had passed then rode quietly 
away to our own party. (8) 

June 7t1a [1838) The next day(June 6th) we left the Madison and traveled in a South 
direction over an undulating plain about 15 Mis and encamped at Henrys Lake. This 
lake is about 30 Mis in circumference surrounded by forests of pine except on the SE side 
where there is a small prarie about one Mile wide and two long terminating almost to a 
point to the two extremities. Here we discovered another village of Blackfeet of about 15 
lodges who were encamped on our route at the SE side of the Lake. The next morning we 
concluded to move camp to the village and smite it without leaving one to tell their fate -
but when within about 2 miles of the village we met six of them coming to us unarmed 
who invited us is the most humble and submissive manner to their village to smoke and 
trade. This proceeding conquered the braves in our camp. For we were ashamed to think 
of fighting a few poor Indians nearly swindled to skeletons by the small pox and 
approaching us without arms. W stopped however and traded with them for sometime 
and then started on our journey encamping at night in the edge of the pine woods (9) 

June 26 .. (1839) ... .. made up a party of 4 for the purpose of trapping in the Yellowstone 
and Wind river mountains 

Aug 28 .. (1839) We were about a half a mile from the Lake on a stream running in to it in 
a SW direction thro. A prarie bottom about a quarter of a mile wide .... .After eating a few 
minutes I arose and kindled a fire filled my tobacco pipe and sat down to smoke My 
comrade whose name was White was still sleeping. Presently I cast my eyes towards the 
horses which were feeding in the Valley and discovered the heads of some Indians who 
were gliding a round under the bench within 30 steps of me I jumped to my rifle aroused 
White and looking towards my powder horn and bullet pouch it was already in the hands 
of an Indian and we were completely surrounded We cocked our rifles and started thro. 
Their ranks into the woods which seemed to be completely filled with Blackfeet who rent 
the air with their horrid yells. On presenting or rifles they opened a space about 20 ft 
wide thro. Which we plunged about the fourth jump and arrow struck White on the right 
hip joint I hastily told him to pull it out and (as) I spoke another arrow struck me in the 
same place about but they did not retard our progress At length another arrow striking 
thro. My right leg above the knee benumbed the flesh so that I fell with my breast across a 
log. The Indian who shot me was within 8 ft and made a Spring towards me with his 
uplifted battle axe: I made a leap and avoided the blow and kept hopping from log to log 
thro. A shower of arrows which flew around us like hail, lodging in the pines and logs. 
After we had passed them about 10 paces we wheeled about and took (aim) at them They 
then began to dodge behind the trees and shoot their guns we then ran and hopped about 
50 yards further in the logs and bushes and made a stand - I was very faint from the loss 
of blood and we set down among the logs determined to kill the two foremost when they 



came up and then die like men we rested our rifles across a log White aiming at the 
foremost and Myself at the second I whispered to him that when they turned their eyes 
towards us to pull (the) trigger. About 20 of them passed by us within 15 feet without 
casting a glance towards us another file came around on the opposite side within 20 or 30 
paces closing with the first few rods beyond us and all turning to the right and next 
minute were out of our sight among the bushes they were all well armed with fusees, 
bows & battle axes We sat still until the rustling among the bushes bad died away then 
arose and after looking carefully around us White asked in a whisper how far it was to the 
lake I replied pointing to the SE about a quarter of a mile I was nearly fainting from the 
loss of blood and the want of water We hobbled along 40 or 50 rods and I was obliged to 
sit down a few minutes then go a little further and rest again. We managed in this way 
until we reached the bank of the lake Our next object was to obtain some of the water as 
the bank was very steep and high. White had been perfectly calm and deliberate until 
now his conversation became wild hurried and despairing he "I cannot go down to that 
water for I am wounded all over I shall die" I told him to sit down while I crawled down 
and brought some in my hat This I effected with a great deal of difficulty. We then 
hobbled along the border of the Lake for a mile and a half when it grew dark and we 
stopped. We could still hear the shouting of the Savages over their booty. We stopped 
under a large pine near the lake and I told White I could go no further. "Oh said he let us 
go up into the pines and find a spring" I replied there was no spring within a Mile of us 
which I knew to be a fact. Well said he "if you stop here I shall make a fire" Make as 
much as you please I replied angrily This is a poor time now to undertake to frighten me 
into measures. I then started to the water crawling on my hands and one knee and 
returned in about an hour with some in my hat. While I was at this he had kindled a small 
fire and taking a draught of water from the hat he exclaimed ''Oh dear we shall die here, 
we shall never get out of these mountains" Well said I if you presist in thing so you will 
die but I can crawl from this place upon my hands and one knee and kill 2 or 3 Elk and 
make a shelter of he Skins dry the meat until we get able to travel. In this manner I 
persuaded him that we were not in half so bad a situation as I expected for on examining I 
found only a slight wound from an arrow on his hip bone but he was not so much to 
blame as he was young man who had been brot up in Missouri the pet of the family and 
had never done or learned much of anything but horseracing and gambling whilst under 
the care of his parents (if care it can be called). I Pulled off an old piece of a coat made of 
Blanket as he was entirely without clothing except his hat and shirt. Set myself ij a 
leaning position against a tree ever and anon gathering such leaves and rubbish as I could 
reach without altering the position of My body to keep up a little fire in this manner 
miserably spent the night. The next morning Aug 29th I could not arise without assistance 
When White procure me a couple of sticks for crutches by the help of which I hobbled to 
a small grove of pines about 60 yds distant. We had scarcely entered the grove when we 
heard a dog barking and Indians singing and talking. The sound seemed to be 
approaching us. They at length came near to where we were to the number of 60 then 
commenced shooting at a large band of elk that was swimming in the lake killed 4 of 
them dragged them to shore and butchered them which occupied about 3 hours. They then 
packed the meat in small bundles on their backs and traveled up along the rocky shore 
about a mile and encamped. We then left our hiding place crept into the thick pines about 



50 yds distant and started in the direction of our encampment in the hope of finding our 
comrades My leg was very much swelled and painful but I managed to get along slowly 
on my crutches by Whites carrying my rifle when we were within about 60 rods of he 
encampment we discovered the Canadian hunting round among the trees as thou he was 
looking for a trail we approached him within 30 ft before he saw us and he was so much 
agitated by fear that he knew not whether to run or stand still. On being asked where 
Elbridge was he said they came to there Camp the night before at sunset the Indians 
pursued them into the wood where they separated and he saw him no more. At the 
encampment I found a sac of salt - everything else the Indians bad carried away or cut to 
pieces They had built 7 Jarge Conical forts near the spot from which we supposed their 
number to have been 70 or 80 part of whom had returned to their village with the horses 
and plunder ..... We then had the Teton mountain to cross which look like a laborious 
undertaking as it was steep and the top covered with snow. We arrived at the summit 
however with a great deal of difficulty before sunset and after resting a few moments 
traveled down about a mile on the other side and stopped for the night .... .It was now 90 
:Mls to Fort Hall and we expected to see little or no game on the route but we determined 
to travel it in 3 days we lay down and shivered with the cold till daylight then arose and 
again pursed our journey towards the fork of Snake river where we arrived sun about an 
hour high forded the river which was nearly swimming and encamped ..... we discovered a 
half bred encamped in the valley who furnished us with horses and went with us to the 
fort where we arrived about sun an hour high being naked hungiy wounded sleepy and 
fatigued. Here again I entered a trading post after being defeted by the Indians but the 
treatment was quite different from that which I had received at Larameys fork in 1837 
when I had been defeated by the Crows. (10) 



HOSTILE CONFRONTATIONS WITH INDIANS 
1834- 1839 

November 5th 1834 - Ham's Fork 

May 11th 1835 - Gardner's Fork (l] 

May 31st 1835 - Salmon River 

June 24th 1835 - Pierre's Fork (2) 

September 9th 1835 - Madison River [3] 

September 13th 1835 - Stinking River [4] 

May 5th 1836 - Blackfoot River (SJ 

September 8th 1836 - Junction of Clark's Fork and Yellowstone River (6) 

January 29th - 1837 - Between Rocky Fork and Clark's Fork (7) 

June 181 
- 5th 1838 - Madison River (8) 

June 7th 1838- Henry's Lake (9) 

June 26th 1839 - Fort Hall (10) 

August 27th 1839 - Pelican Creek (11) 





HOSTILE CONFRONTATIONS WITH INDIANS 
1834- 1839 

1. Missouri River 
2. Yellowstone River 
3. Yellowstone River 
4. Jefferson River 
5. Three Forks 
6. Madison River 
7. Gallatin River 
8. Rocky Fork 
9. Clark's Fork 
IO. Big Hom River 
11. Henry's Lake 
12. Burnt Hole 
13. Yellowstone River 
14. Henry's Fork 
15. Pelican Creek 
16. Yellowstone Lake 
17. Stinkingwater River 
18. Lewis River 
19. Snake River 
20. Greybull River 
21. Teton River 
22. Pierre's Hole 
23. Jackson Lake 
24. Snake River 
25. Hoback River 
26. Big Hom River 
27. Snake River 
28. Snake River 
29. Green River 
30. '.Vind River 
31. FortHall 
32. Blackfoot River 
33. Gardner's Fork 
34. Salt River 
35. Horse Creek 
36. Popo Agie River 
37. Bear River 
38. Green River 
39. Sweetwater River 





JOURNAL OF A TRAPPER 
OCTOBER 1, 1840 - APRIL 7, 1841 



on a level. .... Towards night the weather cleared up and I discovered a band of about 100 
Elk on the hill among the Shrubbery. I approached and killed a very fat old doe which I 
butchered and packed the meat and skin on my horse to an open spring about a quarter of 
a mile distant where I found plenty of dry wood and stopped for the night .... .I awoke it 
was still snowing and after eating breakfast I packed the Meat on my horse and started 
on foot leading him by the bridle Knowing it was impossible to follow down this Stream 
with a horse to the plains I kept along the foot of the Mountain in a Nth. direction for 
about 2 Mis. then turning to the left into a steep ravine began to ascend ..... I reached the 
Summit in about 3 hours ..... We staid at this place during the remainder of Janwuy ..... 
The 3d day of Feby. I took a trip up the mountain to hunt Sheep I ascended a spur with 
my horse sometimes riding and then walking until near the top where I found a level 
bench where the wind had blown the snow off. I fastened my horse with a long cord and 
took along the side of the mountain among the broken crags to see what the chance was 
for supper just as the sun was sinking below the dark green water of the Salt Lake .... .I 
was upwards of 6,000 ft above the level of the lake, below me was a dark abyss silent as 
the night of Death I set and smoked my pipe for about an hour and then laid down and 
slept until near daylight-My Chief object in Sleeping at this place was to take a view of 
the lake when the Sun arose in the Morning. This range of mountains lies nearly Nth & 
South and approached the Lake irregularly within from 3 to 10 Mis. About 8 Mis from 
the SE shore stands an Island about 25 Mis long and six wide having the appearance of a 
low Mountain extending Nth & South and rising 3 or 400 ft Above the water To the Nth 
[W} of this about 8 Mis. rises another Island apparently half the size of the first. Nth of 
these about six Mis. and about half way between rises another about 6 Mis. in 
circumference which appears to be a mass of basaltic rock with a few scrubby Cedars 
Standing about in the Cliffs the other appear to be clothed with grass and wild Sage but 
no wood except a few bushed near to the western horizon arose a small white peak just 
appearing above the water. Which I supposed to be the mountain near the west Shore. On 
the Nth. Side a high Promontory about Six Mis wide and 10 long projects into the lake 
covered with grass and scattering Cedars On the South Shore rises a vast pile of huge 
rough mountains; which I could faintly discern thro, the dense blue atmosphere ..... Feby 
24th I left the Camp with a determination to go to the Eutaw village at the SE extremity 
of the Lake to trade furs I traveled along the foot of the Mountain about 10 Mis when I 
stopped and deposited in the ground such articles as I did not wish to take with me The 
next day [February, 15th} 1 traveled along the foot of the Mountain South about 30 Mis 
and encamped on a small spring branch which runs in a distance of 4 Mis from the 
mountain to the lake. This is a beautiful and fertile Valley intersected by large numbers 
of fine springs which flow from the mountain to the Lake and could with little labour and 
expense [be] made to irrigate the whole Valley. The following day [February, 1rl'J I 
traveled about 15 Mis along the lake when a valley opened to my view stretching to the 
SE about 40 Mis and upwards of 15 Mis wide At the farther extremity of this valley lies 
Trimpannah or Eutaw lake composed of fresh water about 60 Mis in circumference The 
outlet of it is a stream about 30 Y ds wide which after cutting this valley thro the middle 
empties into the Salt Lake. I left the Lake and traveled up this Valley over smooth ground 
which the snow had Jong since deserted and the green grass and herbage were fast 
supplying its place After crossing several small streams which intersected this vale l 



arrived at the Village rode up to a lodge and asked of a young Indian who met me where 
Want a Sheep's lodge was but before he could reply a tall Indian very dark complected 
with a thin visage and a keen piercing eye having his Buffidoe robe thrown carelessly 
over bis left shoulder gathered in folds around bis waist and loosely held by bis left hand 
stepped forth and answered in the Snake tongue "I am Want a Sheep", follow me' at the 
same time turning round and directing his course to a large white lodge. I rode to the door 
dismounted and followed him in he immediately ordered my horses to be unsaddled and 
turned loose to feed whilst their loads were carefully arranged in the lodge .... .I was asked 
the news, where travelling for what whom and how I replied to these several inquires in 
the Snake tongue which was understood by all in the lodge. He then gave me an extract of 
all he had seen heard and done for IO years past .... .I pwed the time as pleasantly at this 
place as ever I did among Indians in the daytime I rode about the Valley hunting water 
fowl who rend the air at this season of the year with their cries and at night the Old Chief 
would amuse me with traditionary tales mixed with the grossest superstition some of 
which were not unlike the manners of Ancient Israelites. There seems to be a happiness in 
ignorance which knowledge and Science destroys here is a nation of people contented and 
happy they have fine horses and lodges and are very partial to the rifles of the white man 
If a Eutaw has 8 or 10 good horses a rifle and ammunition he is contented if he fetches a 
deer at night from the hunt joy beams in the faces of his wife and children and ifhe 
returns empty a frown is not seen in the countenances of his companions. The Buffalo 
have long since left the shores of these Lakes and the hostile blackfeet have not left a 
footprint here for many yea.rs ..... The Old Chief told me he could recollect the time when 
the Buffaloe passed from the main land to the island without swimming and that the 
depth of the waters was yearly increasing. After obtaining all the furs I could from the 
Eutaws I started towards Fort Hall on the 21" of March and traveled along the borders of 
the Lake about 25 Mis ..... The shores of the Lake was swanning with waterfowls of every 
species that inhabits inland lakes. The next day I went on to Weavers river April 1st I left 
Wavers river and traveled along the [shore] to the NE extremity of the lake about 25 Mis. 
The next day I went on to Bear river and struck it about 15 Mis below Cache Valley and 
twelve Mis from the mouth There I found my winter Comrades and staid one night and 
then pursued my journey towards Fort Hall where I arrived on the 1" of April. .... 

L. A. York editor. The 1914 and 1921 editions appeared under the title of Journal of a 
Trapper, or Nine years in the Rocky Mountains: 1834-1843 



(dates-mileage-rivers-camps locations-modern day names-geography) 

Fort Hall - Leaves October is' 1840 
October r' -15 miles - camped 
October r' -Hunted 
October 3rd - 20 miles - camped 
October 4'h. J 3th - Hunted 
October I 4th - [ ? miles J [ date of arrival ?]- traveled to Soda Springs - [ decided to hunt 

Bear River slowly for one month -[ distance traveled on Bear River ?] 
November J 5th - starts return to Fort Hall - Travels down the Bear River to Cache 

Valley- [location ?][probably Cub River]-discovers Snake Indian encampment 
Leaves Snake Indian camp to return to Fort Hall]- arrives at Fort ]la/I on November 

23"1- [date of return and arrival to Snake Indian camp?] J 
December I 5th - decide to leave for Salt La"f to spend winter , ~ . 
December 1 fl" - leave [Cub, C~k]/~r ~/ti 1:i'ir L travels~~ through a narrow defile to 

the east borders oJ,Sdli llike 
1
imd C'Qmped [camp locatt<>n ?] 

December 1'1"'- movea Jblith [ ~ Miles] camped on small br'/mch..close to thefoo of 
~ ' • / , I . 

the mountafn.y {Willarcl, ~taltt ~ ' ,.,t.~ ~ , · 
December 18"' -Hunted stieep \ ;U'4', :~ .. .· ) -4 

December 20'1' -· "''!"!d along{~~ iJ} ,Jie}s. o.t/{15 J:ake aliout 10 J.4ei -r calf'PfA on Weaver 
River -}'_alley__If!n.,ile~i~~f~ · ~ - , 

December 25~/! Chnslmas ti,nner l) li:-'"1\ ,'.,. 1 ' I 
Januah, J81 184] - 'Wetither.1CO/d-Sf1:eJms.frozen,;~ ·. , (1~,,_''.J(tf I itl, j 

' ~ 1 11 I\ f ' -· ~· IL,., w_.,, '!I IJ 
JanU4f')', r! -muved camp ~o tlie Jfprk of~den and treaver1Riv!rs 1 , 

January l ~ - ~eft ~h'e camp dt11//IF.Qri:'1iJ1lfi'Ogden and wfifve~Rivers and headed up 
the Jf.e~r River ;n1 a

1 
SE dueclion for about 10 miles and an:ivea iri a Smooth ~ 

- ;;:,;...-v. Jflai~, al, cam~ fM~ tain ~ UtahJ7 · 
January 11th - heade~'dorth and i~ abut 1 q ~iles arrived in a SmooJh·Vallef,. called 

"Duden 's Hole " where the Qaclen River forked- camn11d 
b' /11 ' b' ' \ • . ., r¥ -

January 12"' - becaus~ 'lif the_dept~ of the snow ne could notlake his horse down the 
. - - ~ '~ - y- I . .,.- .-

canyon to the comp MJ lie continued)lorthward {or.. aliout '2,.miles and turned left 
t J #- ~ -- ,:' ' - - · 

into a steep ravi e- iit...oo/i. J liours lo reach the su,r,mit- reached the valley camp 
about dark · _;: - -

January 12"' -February r1 -spent time reading and hunting elk in the valley timber 
February 3rd - went to the mountains to hunt sheep 
February 4"' -Reason/or remaining in the mountains was to view the lake as the sun 

rose in the morning - described the Lak.e and Islands - hunted sheep 
February 5t1t - "the Wolverine" 
February 15"' - weather moderates 
February 23rd - ground bare about the mountains 



February 24° - decided to go and trade furs at the Eutaw Village at the SE extremity of 
the !Ake - traveled about 10 miles along the foot of the mountain 

February 25° -traveled about 30 miles along the foot of the mountains- camped on a 
small stream which runs 4 miles from the mountain to the !Ake - several streams -
i"igation 

February 2rl' - traveled about 15 miles when a valley opened to the SE 40 miles long and 
upwards of 15 miles wide - at the farther extremity of this lies Trimpannah or 
Eutaw Lake - 60 miles in circumference - left the Lake traveling up the Valley 
crossin4_,several small streams and arriving at the Eutaw Village - [area of 
Draper, Utah]- "Want a Sheep" 

February 2rl' - March 27'1' - camped with Eutaw Indians 
March 27'1'-startedfor Fort Hall- traveled along the border of the Lake about 25 miles 
March 2ft' - went to Weaver River 
April JSl - left Weaver River and traveled along the !Ake to the NE extremity about 25 

miles 
April 2"" - traveled to a point 12 miles above the mouth of Bear River and 15 miles below 

Cache Valley - met winters comrades and camped with them 
April 3rr1 - left for Fort Hall 
April 7'1'- arrived at Fort Hall 



Miles - Dates - Geographic Locations - Camp locations 
Recorded by Osborne Russell 

October 1, 1840 -April 7, 1841 
See maps for locations 

1. Fort Hall 
2. October 1, 1840 - About 15 miles - Camped 
2. October 2, 1840 - Hunted 
3. October 3, 1840 -About 20 miles (Stayed IO days) 
4. October 14, 1840 - Left for Soda Springs - Hunted - (Spends one month) 
5. November 15, 1840 - Went to Cache Valley 
5. December 15, 1840- Decided to move to Salt Lake- Camped 
6. December 16, 1840 - Left for Salt Lake - Camped on east border of Salt 

Lake 
7. December 17, 1840 - Traveled near the base of the mountain -Camped 

[Today's Willard, Utah] 
7. December 18, 1840 - Hunted Sheep 
8. December 20, 1840 - About 10 miles - Camped on Weaver River 

[Today's Weber River] 
8. December 25, 1840 - Christmas dinner on Weaver River 
8. January 1, 1841 - Cold - Streams fro7.en 
9. January 3, 1841 - Moved can;ip to the Fork of Weaver and Ogden Rivers 

-Hunted 
10. January 10, 1841 - About 10 miles -Traveled up Weaver River to a , 

smooth plain (Today's Mountain Green] - Camped 
11. January 11, 1841 - About 10 miles - Ogden Hole - Gamped 
12. January 12, 1841 -About 2 miles -Ascended the mountain -

Took 3 hours to climb to the summit - Returned to camp [Forks] 
9. January 12 to 30, 1841 - Stay at the camp at the Forks 
9. February 3, 1841 - Hunted Sheep - Camped on the mountain 
9. February 4, 1841 - Viewed the Lake and Islands as the sun was raising -

Hunted Ewes - Camped 
9. February 5, 1841 - "Wolverine'' - returned to camp 
9. February 15, 1841 - Weather moderate - Rain - Camped 
9. February 23, 1841 - Ground bare around mountain - Camped 
13. February 24, 1841 - About IO miles, Left camp to trade with Eutaw 

Indians at the SE extremity of the Lake - Camped 
14. February 25, 1841 -About 30 miles -Traveled south along the foot of 

the mountain and camped on a small spring branch which runs 4 



miles from the mountains to the Lake [Russell records that the land 
would be excellent for growing crops because of the large amount of 
fine springs which flow from the mountains to the Lake 

15. February 26, 1841 -About 15 miles -Traveled along the Lake an 
viewed a valley 40 miles running to the SE and 15 miles wide - Left 
the Lake and crossed several small streams and arrived at the Village 

15. Eutaw Village 
16. March 27, 1841 -About 25 miles - Left village for Fort Hall- Camped 
17. March 28, 1814 - Traveled to Weaver River -Camped 
18. April 1, ·1841 -About 25 miles - Left the Weaver River- Went to the NE 

extremity of the Lake - Camped 
19. April 2, 1841 ~ Went to Bear River- Found my winter companions and 

camped 
20. April 3, 1841 - Left for Fort Hall arriving on April 7, 1841 
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HISTORICAL SITES ALONG THE TRAIL 
October 1, 1840 - April 7, 1841 

1. Fort Hall [Looking North West] 
2. Portneuf River Bend [Lava Hot Springs] [Looking West] 
3. Mountains East of Lava Hot Springs and PortneufRiver 

Bend [Looking West] 
4. Mountains East of Lava Hot Springs and PortneufRiver 

Bend [Looking West] 
5. Mountains East Of Lava Hot Springs and Portneuf 

River Bend [Looking West] · 
6. Summit Of Mountains East of Lava Hot Springs and 

PortneufRiver Bend Looking Towards Sheep Rock 
[Soda Point Mountain] and Soda Springs [Looking 
East] 

7. One of the Many Springs Still Visible At Today Soda 
Springs [LookingNorth West] 

8. [Looking West] At Sheep Rock and the Alexander 
Reservoir Covering the Bear River 

9. The Bear River Flowing To the [North West] Just Before 
It Turns to the [South] Passing Sheep Rock 

10. The Bear River Flowing Around Sheep Rock and 
Turning to the South [Looking South West] 

11. Looking [East] At Sheep Rock and the Bear River As 
It Flows to the South [Looking East] 

12. ··~The Site Of Osborne Russell's Encampment With the 
Snake Indians On Cub Creek [Looking East] 

13. The Wasatch Range East of Willard, Utah and Site Of 
One Of Russell's Many Hunting Trips [Looking East] 



1. 

2. 

3. 



=======11 

4. 

. I "" --, 

5. 
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MAP LOCATIONS - DATES OF CAMPS 
"THE HUNTER" 

1. Arrived: December 17, 1839 
Went hunting on December 18th 

Left: December 20th 
Traveled l O miles to "Weaver river'' [Weber River J 

2. Arrived: December 20, 1839 
Went hunting - .. 

Left: January 3, 1840 
Traveled up the "\\1eaver river'' to the fork of the Ogden River 
and "Weaver river"'~ 

f 

3. Arrived: Janµary'~, 1840 
:,-

,, Made 'winter camR 
f I , 

4. Left capip pn Janmµy)Oth to go bu~ting !. trave)ed. up the "Weaver ·ft'.>rk" 
about-IO miles to a "sID09th pJain''.[Mountain Green] - camped 

I ~ • ~ · ,T r / • • 
- I I ; 

5. Left c~e,o~ January I lth - traveled north about IO miles to ~ogdenl tJJ '·.' 
-,:P-hole'' - '[Pineview; Reservoir J - camped ~ - ' ,, 
~ h ~- .... 

0 -

6. Left camp 09 January;J itb -~yeled north about 2 miles tumea left '0" 
'{west] at a.st~.7 p ravine·and

1

climbed to the summit taking 3,:,-~ :::s,:.-
111 I I~// . d • z/. ?'1" 

hours - descend~ to the valley an wmter camp at f>OOt dark - ·· · 
_,, ' I 7 ~,,. 

7. Left camp on f ebruary 3~ [location on the m°:'ntain fs ,~ot recorlk! J ~ 
Hunt sheep - camped on the mountam the mght ofF~J,r,uary 3rd 
to vie~ the lake as the sun rose in the morning - the Wolverine 
- refutiled to ,camp on Re~ruary

1 5th ' 

8. Left the winter camp on the forks. February 24th. to go to the Eutaw 
Village to irade furs 
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