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f, ·m ,Va.1il:n1�k,i.rk ,  a Vet aran b:t ')he . :wi�-,.;of I8 !2t \7eJ.l to <io f��me:r,. �-�-e�ki�: __
- ·i  c-:�nt of Mor row ·county , Ohio ,-- res:1:-¢1.ing· n ear Pule�skivill in "I85}: , p1_�e,g. <_:\ ''

;. to· � eav_e .. �.i s  �ome . in OJ1:i.o and make· the tr ip t o  -Or eson �ver- �he: ·ovfil_�na:1:',.;t�.r ou"t e  j; · ue ing _inspir ed oy the hope of a b et t er Country . r or hni:1s �lf ; �- . .  �:-,1t.t 
c 1-- ·ildr · n · · · , ·.:. .; �,1� · -�'-' ..·.

.&. e • . . . ),I .. , _" ... ; .  �:r?'l� - -:., : ... 
. The Company comprised rdms e;I.f c.nd. vlife und :i.1i s  ent ire family . . ef�/sons· .::? ·?:

a.nd ·dau[ht er s and their famil i es rnakin6 a totc'.l of G'3 , being t·ne :Vanbus-i �- ·
k irks ,:.nd their husbands and wives e.nd chilcir en, 2 •. s foll9ws : · .; _ ·,. : :,-r:}tfi" ·�?>· ·-.

Wm Vanbuskirk . c.nd ka.rv J Ve. nbuskirk , his v;;ife.  :. · ·:- :�·_:;,-2��;,1, :..: ;t./.� 
J ohn Vanbuskirk and Sa.rah S Vanbuel-:irk , h i s  wife and 3 childre_ni�11Ji�./r,'.·���-· 
Joseph: T Vci.nbuskirk �mo. SRrc1,h P VesnlJuskirl� , hi s �.-i fe  and 3 cb�ldfen._ :;:. ·-.- ,

�i�!be��
n

������!1r:
i

��:�� �r son ,  her · husband , T . B  . Henderson ,. · l_: cJ-t1J:::{ -. : · .  
Dani eJ. ya.ni.mskirk , Singl e .  . . · _:, ,-; \;)J: _  \;:' .. . .
Sarah 1r8n• ·us,.,.1' rk 1

•
1'n1· s1 er 'ner 11:usba nu' · ·· na.· 4 c�·, 1· 1� r e11 · ,,·� :', .··,.��:, }_·:::1• . , · . ·, · • V <,;:  .. u A 11. J � J. C:1 J C .!..!- \..t e · . - , ..... � . .. ,. � - .: :. _  . 

I n  t he f'�'"ll of �85I t�ley . lef� Pu.le ski v�l� , . lEo:t :Y ?W County , Oh�o /0f.,o?:{f\\:_\:/
C.1regon with . their entire family then living- e.s l i st ed a,bove,  . . d.at e -�k"°:�anir . 

1? ein_c: Oct ob er - § I85I , : their 7out e -�·c:.s V�cs c_oi:urri',:>us Ol�io : eac�ing t -:�:(�!:e:::;
'.
f .:_

,.1ctooer 5th J:8:J I ,  Indiane�pol1 s Ino.1,ma vct-@oer I 3th,. :Spr1ngf1 eld Oc�.- .t3.� ;·- :- .:, . 
C ros_sed the 1:i.i ssissippi ri1rer at · Hanni""ual Mis s ouxi Oct ob er 27:tp. andJ 1�<:: 
ed at · the Vanbuskirk settl ement near Savannc.h Li � s-our i I-Jover.ab er, 7th}�-:t!o-':1�>.-:.: . 
s tayeg,_ llere ' .  through the .wint er - of :I85I and' I8_5B·.-. ·. .· .� · · · ·  . .

. ;/f- · .::\)'<l}·:f.:··}�f :.·
. . ·. _ Ori�-;Apr i:t. 29th -I�5Z they .. oross1ed. the .Jii�ssouri ·r. i v-�r ·, at Eliza.b.t1t;1:i��Jr0;wn:�:·:,: ":_ ·:
and start ed . for Ox egon, being: 2� · of' tb:$-1 Vanbus]t�r.� farnil_y and ' ·3- J:iJ:¢1.(-kl�?>t 
h el:p � �

.
- r  �6 .all :t old. .. They r eached Fort ·. Kee.rpe-y !i1a:y 2. 4�!1· w_ her� ·- the

_
f

_
�-�;:�:.i

_
t·; :i b oara · :point ed tne way to . Or ego;i 8000 rnil es t t he roc:.o,. -;p:om ther e. b,e_;. f :,i-:::,,.; �,� 

w e11- 6.efined from 50 to I!i O :feet wid e �.no. 5 t o  I O  f eet')ieep •. · . .lt;;:.trµ,1;{ ��r::·t::-,;l.t
p oin

.
t · -�he .roa.d forked

1 
the Santa F

. 
e or trade , J. �6j,J1f/

·
s
. ·

outh-. . -� :"?\\,�_·f_i _:-%_k_ft_Ji._�ij: 
. ·T_h� U}JS _a.n9- d?�s a.n� trials of �hi s l i  ttlt�i:�.-e in�i?at ed _Tn· t���,; .. _-i��PJ!f

�· of  1..no.r e:' . Va
. 1:�usK1.rk ll",rhich we her ew

.
ith r ec_or� ? t l1er e o eing e1,�h.t,, 9,f.f_}_"l.!J-"!!S"_f 

.· · n umb er t rir:.t . cu ed on the way , or almo st one t nird of all , ;ncmy · ,9_t · itl��1 r1¢::.:;f,{;,�· 
· . m ainc� er_ d�spaired o:f ever r ec1.ching. t heir d. estinat ion a�d c�mM1�t9�t .. ·· · · :.·��(����·

£' t 1 • f t th J1 • d 'th 'h d 1 ,L:'t • " • ' � 1 ��- ,.;.,o"':�-,�-;1,4,,"t,;�o ... _ .. .  � = :  ;, .,. · · 1e�r ��1,r� ·· : ·  o e . .1. ri en s ey a '.'_ e.t. Dem.nc. , v;:o �.1.so 8'.a�!,''!e.·_u:f::�\," .. . �.::r-�>�;:_
·. a s  O.tet inea. t o  perish as the following l et t er woulc. seem t o . - 1:nd�ca"1i.e.;;J=� � . i:;;i<"t-

. -. -\<":-: .: · ·:)};, .�f. (;,· :;O-
u Pula.skiv ill o::do , J�rnuary I7th I853 , I c:f.,.1· - �'J?i c:nts Fith p). ea�_ux e .-''.l::)lf:-· ./ ,. : 

will \l·; ri  t e  t o  you P.t thi s time hn:' .. :i. t i s  2. · :,l &r,.sur e that w.e ' had.: :Jo!).g..: . . . : .  
since - ;:;;i V en up the thought o:f ev er ·0ein5 ours c .. g�.ip. " I . �- .�q:_,t,o) :\./'.�: .>,
r ea.d your l etter t o  four men t oday who hc: Ci. 1'1&.6. e t he tl;'� to. -?�1.ilf·:�l,o�.< . .- '
t o  p.ear fr om : you , b eing yolll' · old Mei g-hb ors t:�n6 fri enc.tl!� -:/-?\: :(�,;!;; ·. :��! � -'; 

D inry of Andr-ew Vanbuskirk :' :
·
_ . . ' ·\::��i-r -'f . · ?'�/::

.. c.9r il 29t h -I852 , Cr ossed the 1:Ii"s s our i river c: t  ·.-: l izabethtovm,'. .and s '.taft'�:�t; 
e c  .. for tir egon z.nc1 trav ell et on E.b 0ut IOO .-.-:::..l ea ,md. the C ompany ·was . -in· . .  j\.:.·J:- --�p e:r:'ect confuE:ion h116- quarr el ing. On t he ni[:)r:; of Eay I5th we s�ayed.··· o�. (� ;" · 
':: olf O:r eek ,  and I found. a B ee . Tree F nd .e.:,w a zr l:;':[�t riiany Indians·'; w e· .. -tr.�y; .' .. ::·
e· ll ed. I5 i,l il e s e�nd ce.::i19ed an !n6.ic:m ha.6. ·::.n en shot; the · ci !'y b e:c.ore and.: ::-:lt«f ·  -;,-l:
f· J:p ect ed. 0.z;n;er . I5th Travell ed !5 mil es , crosse6. the l ittle Sanc.y ·; . �pe'.- _ -\�. ,
r o2.a. wa.s or owe:d. wit h  rc,.gons . I6th T1�av ell e6. 5 ,:i ll c:;e c.nc E . F .tihisl eri(.·/ . : .> '

i 

t 2c.:�1 � ·,ok ;: · s· t a.mpe.:� e �YJ.t no Jf-'..rt .icular c.2-.rnr· 6e 0 one . I7th Tra.v ell ed to :: :  .• : • · · ,/{-
::1 il <28 ct.nC:. our } en.ms r,.11 t oak a starr.p ec e ex c e!Jt J ose)hs e.nc. Fi, thers0;.&\yh�s-i\
.L el'S t eE.rn we s u chinc� .. !:.nd mine nex t , °'. .hisl ers t e2m e car ee:. mine it r un · but :)> 
n o �v.::.y sex �ou.sly i1urt ,  �'ill' t ea.ms stami)e6 ec2, t wic .;:. o n  t he ScJll.e 6.ay. ::I8th .h�tr� · 
:r E;.�ai::.1e::-. in camp ctn<i v,ashed , l' ep�i:r ed ou:r Yok es e,nd. p i cl:et ed  our q,attle-f�t /: _ _

· ! 9th ::rove o m il e� o.nd. r:: half a.ncl came  t o  L i t t l e  Blue 2 no t �  en drove up}:� ; · '.� . 
i t  4 1::il es Emel cafapeci, . 20t_h _TrRvel l e6. up t 11e ::slu e  n:�ou� I5 milesjanct�\-t .i- - - � ·C atl)ed , s1:n ir wher e e.. man hc1d o een shot - .8Ist .V .  ovc I� mil es up · .alu� �and::_· ; - ·  :/
c amped . 22nc� Drove I5 mil es and camp ed in t he l>lu:.':fe of Platt e<r iv.er-�i. �: : . - ( ):;; . 
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Pe.g e 2 
2'Srd Went up Pl,:.tt e  15 miles and. camp ed in s ic:ht o f  1!"'01 ·t Kearney . 
24th Pas s ed Fort Kea.rney : and travell ed up ?J.2 t t e  IO mil es and camp-
ed • . The _ Plat t e  is e b eaut iful r iver , it l ·oks s om ething l ik e  the Kies  
i ssir,Pi,  but not much depth of wat er , lmt little t imb er on the South 
s ide.  25th Travell ed I2 mil e s  up Platt e  River . I hRv e b een unwell for
two or thr e e  days , now on the mend . 26th Drove I8 miles a.nd camp ed foun:i 
wo od. pl enty but gr een.  22th Drov e :� o mil es . Ythi sl er, Snyd er a,nd myself a
wen� .. out on 1:1. hunt ing exp e6.i tion, we saw gaJn e 9 l enty , but I Fas s o  s i ck 

. that when . I  would get off of my hors e  to shoat I c ould not hold the gun 
t o  my fac e ,  that spoiled hunt ing for somet im e .  28t h  Travelled IS m_il es 
and CP..m, ed , I s t ill r emain unwell with dys ent ery . 29th Drov e 15  mil es 
and camped . 30th Travell ed 8 mil es a.nd cross ed f;, smc: 11 branch of · t  he 
P latt e  and then dr ove 8 mil es  a.nd camped . 3Ist  T:re.vel l ed 20 miles cross
-�d the Eluf� s without wat er or grass . June I st Dr ove  I5 mil es and camp ed 
bad a very hc,.rd days driv e .  2nd Dr ov e I5 mil es e.no_ e s c enc ed and deac ende 
t he . b luffs o:f Ple.t t e ,  the road wa.s all sa.nd. . 3rc1 Travell ed I4 mil es , ��i: 
p r inc ipally all Ea.nd . 4t h Drove IS mil es thr ow==h a. consic erabl e  of se.nd . 
Snyd er Wc\S ta.ken i-;i th Chol era or 1;.;. s imilr..r C i  E shS e .  5 t h  Heme.in ed in 
camp on c' cc ount of Snyd er b eing e ick. 6th Dr ove IB ::: il es a.nc1 camped op-
po si t e  ths· Chimney Rock, it i s  SEi d t o  b e  6 00 f e et lligh,  it i s  a sin
gular appear a,nc e of rock . My Journal i s  s&.id t o  'b e  one clay b ehind � he 
t imes . Dr ove IS  mil es , Sarah Whisl er sick . . - �\· v.

. 7 th Drove IS. miles and camped opposit e t he Chimney rock
., 

it :in��es 
s, very 'b eaut iful app earanc e .  8th Drove I2 - mil es , st opped at noo1i', Bnyder 
d i ed ,  we bur i ed )1im I2 mil es West o f  the Chimney Ro ck . 9th Drove ·:ro mil es 
a.nd pas s ed through Scot t s  Bluff , they wer e t Y E:ry ror;12 nt ic  s i ght � : · 
! 0th Drove 20 miles.  IIth Drove 20 mil es , J ohn wa.s eic� wit h  t];i.e dys en
t ery I2th Fort La.rami e;  remained in carnp ,pr eparint for . gett ing �gbn .
t i re s et . I3th Remained in camp , Wm Whisler b eing sick.  I4th Drove; I 3 .:

m i l es cro s s ed Le..rcimi e Fork at Larami e ,  camped wit hout any grass.  . . 
!5th Dro.ve · 8 mil es in the Ble.ck Hills and camped . IE?t·h Remained iri camp
unt il noon and then trav elled 5 miles .· !7th Drov e 20 mil es . and campe4,. ,: 
o n  t he Platt e .  !8th Dr ov e 22 I niles and c amned on t he ·  Lahond e . River. a· ' < 
b eaut iful str eam it was . I9th Dr ov e 20 mil �s, 5 of 1!'hi ch ·wc:--..s Red ,Hill s �  
t he e;rouno. i n  the :· oa.d. was r eci. as ever pa int wRs . 20th Drov e  I O  miles 
cr ossed a little c�r ea.m e..nd camp ed on a.nether srnc1.ll str eam .  2Ist .  Drove 
I 8 mil es , cross ed DE;er Or eek and camped .  22nd :. r ove I8 mil es and c amp
ed· at the Ferry of Eorth Plat t e .  23 .Crossed t he ?l's.tt e and d.r oye o !le . · 
mil e  a.nd ca.mn ec"'.. .  ::.4th Dr ov e 22' mil es and ca,nrned .  25th Drove 2 I  mil es . 
c:.nd camped pass ed the Will o,; Spr ing,  we now :f" inC t he .l;lkali pl enty.  
c. 6 t.h Dr ove I7  i,1il 2s and l')a.ssed Independ enc e Rock a.n: the Devil s Gate ·
cr ossed the. Sweet Wat er .  Inc:.ependenc e Rock i s  j --..i.st :. s in[,;l e rock ,  a i: 
s mall mountc1.in , sta.n::, ing s eperat e a.nd �pa.r t  fr om any oth�:r r o ck or . ..
• r. ounta.in, it i s  s ituat ed b etwe.en t he road. c· n6. t he 1· iver . 27 t h  Drov e 20
m il e s up Swf, et fa:tt er .  23t h  Drove I9 mil es throud1 scnc. .  -'-:9 th Drove I7
miles Rnci. cr o s s e:e tl1e Swt: et �·tat er . 30th

0

Le::'t th�� Sweet Wat er c:,bout noon
d. r ov e  I7 mil cs l, i t;h hill s 2 nd rocky for 5 mil eB , ccr:r: :::C-: on Stra.wb erry
C r eek , crOSl;ed t he Sweet Wr;.t er 4 t imes . July Ist trove I3 mi l es cro s s ed&
t he Sweet Wat er B{:fcin, f:ouna. pl enty o: Ei now . �·ud Re:;:2\nE:.:.' in camp t o  re
crui t ou1· cLt tl e ,  we hc, .c'L ice in the bucket s 1c� �t n i r ht .  ird T :1::ik t he
South pas s on the su.,;-.1it of the Rocky I.:ount2 ins , ( rov e � .8 n i l es and
ce mpeo , croe rc: ed. 6ry Sa.nc',y and cB.mped on L ittle  8;::.nc.y , "'.; oak Subl et es  ctit
o;:f . 4th Oroe s ee Littl e Sandy 2.nd d r ovE  8 m�.l � s , our er t t l e s  feet � .. r e
l.et t in6 vrnll worn. 5th Reme. iµee. in ca.m,, trove t he m -:;t l e 5 rii iles t g ·: .
g ra 1:; s ,  p · . ,or ,;,_.t the,t , pr epc1r ed for cro ss inF r::. e sert on S:iblet s Cut off ,
!f2.re::a.r et Ann s i ck _e. nd Joshua. Hardy s ick. 6th Cr ossed 3i;  Sandy and start
Jd 0 :1  the De� e�t ? crove 6 mil es a.J!d camp�d 

1 
r�. ine�� c. t  ni (�ht � 7th Drove

G 8 .nnl es  by a.riv in� unt il IO ocl ock Pt !l l f(trt . etr.:. D:r: rJ ', <::. I7 rr.il es t f c·rr-
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i ed Gr een River �nd CE->.nr�1 e<l on Bl a cks :;•ork , t he cei ttle  hl'l 6 no Vfat er fr om 
t he t ime cr o s s ed San6-y unt il we � ot to Gr eer.t River , being 46 mil e s , 60 . 
h ours wi t hout wat er . 9th Remaine<'l in cemp t o  r ecruit our ca t tl ea nd the 
b 01rs to cut th eir Vi:.:'.gon b e(i. a off . lOth Remained in camp on Blacks F ork, . 
b OUf ht a. s t e er · fo1· Fe.ther for $:?,0 .  G.O I Ith Renm ined in csmp • . I2th c rose
ed Blr�cke Fork e.nd ci r ove· 20 mil es  over the mount r·. ins fl.nc: cempeo. in  a. 
d eep re.v ine . I �th l.·,rovc I8 mil es :, na. cui� eea Fert:,usone Fork of  Gr e en Riv
er r.nd. c.s c en6 f;( a very high r.iountid n ,., nr:5. ,  the s o il :i: ich. I4t_h · Drove I6 
t.1.iles ov er very ste.ep 1,10-:.1nte.i11 s  r,.nd canp ed. on muC: dy :f ork of Bec>..r R iver 
. ,  c2.r t he mout h • .I5th Rei,H.• iue( in c2.mp . I 6th tr ove I 6  mil es , cros s ed two 
::: 'Jr�s o:L' .B ei-:r Rhr er , ,.me �-.: , e Tlic.,, .:2..s �1'ork. I?th Lrov e  I9 rnil e e 2.nd. ca.r.1p
e.d on Fci lls  Cr eek of il ec:.r Riv er , fou.n.i ti1e 5 rav e o f  R . F . �ccrc� oken from 
Chest er TownBliip 0hi o , c=-,,nc� we l' ff)c: ir ec� I.Li s  t_:r::,.ve f: ccorG.in6 .,c o the wi shes 
o f  h i s  Father anu we camp ed. ·within 40 J' OC� s of : • Jr .  ·hieJ.er s.no. his ho1' 8 €S 

strc:.)r eC:. fr om l .. irn . I8th }:r ov ::.; 5 ;�: iles , I sta:;.ci "'o c-l1int -vd th ''i."hi t· l er to
s ear ch ��or hi t llo� s t'.:: s , it  �.� e in:._ tlu:: t l1e hac bc V e  them up , I � · ·-: s lucky 

in the ::mr sui t ,  fD:.u1c J,.-;he :·J. o:;� s c s  2 :nt :..;rousht t l1em in t � camp by the uid
f l e  of t he c= .f JG ernoon, I t hen v,, ent t o  our er. nm E. n( �.-.::ii sl er bor e mY c om-
? e,ny un�� il I E�VJ our T:Fgons "¢ :i!il e o:i'.:f t o  t!1e r i 1.)lt :)f the r oa.6. , - I turn
ed. t o  tile. r i kht [;.nd. l1e. pur sued !1is c our s e .  I9th Drove 8� m ll es E'. nd camp
ed near Jche 806.r.. S::_)rin;.: s .  20th Iirove 20 m i l e s ,  pc-1. E s ed the Sod.a e.nd St eam 

·o oa.t 8:pr inc:,s f.nC"t l eft the Oal ifornis .. roc.ci , t c.ok the Or ef:.on roa. : t o  the
r i i;ht • .8 Ist Rema inet in camp t ill a ft ernoon, Ara.min(a very s i ck 1:r nd our
war e  c:.11 s i ck c;.nd VOi,1i t ing , I su�Jpo s e  t hey h,·.c'i sot some ?Oi samous herb
or wc:,t er , hit ched ·11p �:.nd. dr ov e 6 mil es r�nd 0 2.mped on P or t; lleuff Cr eek.
Z 2nd. Cc, ttl e }'E:;t s i ck ,  -r enm ine6 in ca.mp P.11 c�.RY a nd o r enctee O"'.l.r c attle
23r6. Drov e I3 mil es  and c2.mpec'i. · near a oig  spr ing , cominb out of  the moun
tain nearly on top of the mountE: .in. 24th · Drove I 5  mil es and camp ed on a
e mall 1:tr eam . 85th Drove I8 r:1il es and c2.nro e6. nea:r For t R�. :-:.1 . 26th Pas s ed
F or t  Hsll , a.rove I7 mil es and cro s s ed ·a, branch o f  Snr .ke River . Weeks
1 eft the train. 27th Dr ove 20 mil es and caJ,1e to then A.mer icc:.n Falls of ..
the Snake River . 28th Dr ove I8 mil es , cr os see 3 bad streams • .  29th Remain
e d  in ca.mp unt il noon and t hen drove  9 r:dl es csnd camped on Raft River
anc'i. i t  v1a.s one of the 6 us-'c i est t im es I most ever s e.w . 30th Drove I 5  miJ. e
8 nd. c.:=- ;:'lv ed on 1-::?.rsh Cr e ek a ne: HOT)Din l eft t·he t rP.in .  ::: rst ::..�r ov e I5 mil es
&nc ce,m:0e6. on G,Jos e  Cr eek . Aut;:ust- Ist Drov e 7 mil e s  ·oy Y-1o on r. nd. c�mpecl
-::m Snake ':1.i ver ,:.£a in.  ;;.net l:r ov e I7 i":, il es c:· �1C: cnm!) eC� ,Jn £: l i t t l e  run with
r.at E:r in pool s .  �·.re. Drov€: IS r.iil e.s c· .nt cc>mpe(�. on Ro ck Or c t-k ;:,_.:a.-' s et my 
wagon t ir e .  4th Dr ove II  Mil es and carnp ed . 5th Dr ov e IB n: iles  anc:. c amped
without £:,r�tss . 6th Trcw clled 5 mil es c!Ilci cemp ecl on the r iver &,£:[:.in, "i'ihis-
1 er drove up l:i s  c;s.ttle in  t he morning inC e�) enc; ent oI  c' ll r::.ncl l eft the

· O ompany without c er emony �.:.ut we cc-:.mp eci within "¢ i;i i l e  0f :;.i,n on t he first
ni c:"ht Gnd John went to hi s camp i.11 .the evenin�:: t o  �-:now v. l:1: t he 1:1e; :nt �y
L� evin� : in t he r:[· V lie t i& ;_ .ne lle se i6. th, ·.t Le i::X · .- e:.. c t c :- we ,;;oul( c.r ive on
c, nC:. c 2.mp Vih�r e he/ ��id t l...[� t  n i ;:;.,ht ,-: n.c. Jo}m• �c: i{ t :.& t 1-:e .:· i .:. not know wha.t
r .. i s  calculf'.t i ons· wer e -;...ut 1:;1: 1: >ect ed he wa.e so in\ on t o  l e.e v e  up , p :i.1cl he
saic. he d iC: int ent t o  t_ O  1· i�:-ht on. 7th ·:'.' e r e;. 1E• inf,C. in ca:r. ;)n ::· c count of

1� ary c1..n0 Jos euh Van".)as1: irk ":::i e .:..nf.:: s i ck ano 1.'fr1isl er :' rov e ':' 1, st ,, hil e we
1, ere eE t ing or ee.kfci Bt , nccu Sc�.lmon Ff, ll s .  Bt:1 D1· ove ! ,3 r.:il t"; E• 2ne c amped
i.ithout vm t er .  9th ).)r ov e t o  the r iv er in th(:. mornL1L, ,· n-:. trove.  I7 m il ee
z �c: ,:, a.s then P..c:ross  the .: 0. s ert <'-' il.G. a.t the u, ; o er c :- :1i:;� in.� o: �� he:  Sna ke
:tiver to fr:O to ?ort i:i o i s e .  10th. Re:·. :, int(  in ·cun:q t i J. l ::i:0n r. n: J HF r(y
1 € ::'t ·11s , w e  t ljen 6.rove 5 iiiil es t o  th€ ,)16 cr o s s ine ,;f 5.;E :-:�  River to 60
t o  Fo!' t  Boise cm0 cc1m, ed . IItl'! ':'.ter.1e..i n cC: in  c ci 111!.) , J . T  . :.- · ni:: � �cry Ven1:iuskirk
v erv s i ck ,r et . IZth R€,.:c1 inee: in cc.m:) . I4-th Re:.:u.L; c.,C: i n  c:- i:::; . In tl1s rr.orn
i ::1{;w ai.:> out 4 o clock , Joe eph T . Vt, n-i:>Uel:irk c.. e:c,r·.r t ec� thi s : ::. -- e: v.- e 1:i :u i ed
r.im on the sa.me �- a.y , nec:) r  ca.mp , ne�1· the lov�er cro£s int :;f L ewi s or Sn� k
River �o go t o  Fort Boi s e� on the South b ia e  of t he r ivtr , � 6tw�en the
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r iv er � nc . the ::.·oci.cJ t on t he t op of t h e  :".'ir st hill or T E: i s e  f1· 01;1 the riv(:;r ·iJot -t omt mil e from 1.",ll<:;r e we ;;, s o 0n.:·-e::1:. the h ill e.no. �bout 200 yard s  from...... ' ' · 1  t . . t t' � . · I l · l �He ro r:.e:. ? r i b J. O:!_"ipos:i.  · e  nE;  fraV t; · c 1ier e 1 1:s  a.n s .  a.no in t 1e riv�:r , :r om 
t to I 1:11l e  long wher e we paetm ec' our stock ::'or s everB.l oe.ys · the sloug li 
of the r iv�r n ec=. .r IyO ye.ro. e wiC e "..:,ut no t 1·oub l e  to fort.� it . Fr om the · gra.v e -�; o the I slc:.n6. '¢ r,1il e or upv:r":.rd . In two 1�1il l"; s  and. r,-, . hf1.lf thE: roe.d 
comee  t o  the r iver ��ain. 

i-!ary V,.nLusl: irk d i ec la.t e in the t·.ft ernoon . Cn t he morning of the 
_ I5th v-:e bur i ed her b es ide her Father . 

I5th Dr ov e 8 mil ee ,-mo. c�.111:)ed. , 1· ery bM1. r ot d .  16th l:Tove I2 miles 
·,.:;ac. r o:;i.C. '\lfi th r ock , broke my v;�1=on t on!:.:.ie . I7th .qeiJ8.ii1e6 in co.mp a.nd
thr ev: r we..y one Vc1 

• .gon. I8th Dr ove I5 mil e.s cro:::  s ed or�t her ine Cr eek e.nd 
camped. on the river . 80th Remained in cf· r.1p t ill .fu a cl ock , .::1 rov a  8 mil es 
Sarah P ; vanJusk:irk c'tep;., rt eo thi s l i �:e , y;-e  0ur ied. her · about 4f: mil es from 
t he ot her t;rlZ'.v e s  on i: l (:;V E;;l �)lain on -t l:e :;_�i v c:r ·uottom -} m il e from t he 
r iver , a·o o�t loo yc:,rd.s from the !' OR6 on the 1 ef't i.1F n( of the road going: 
West , hill a o�f t o  the l eft on the r iv er � ottom ; on the ot her side of 
the �:· i ver r1 erpenc i cula,r olu::fs , so1:1 ewhc1 t ru:.-: ;.,: f;C c. "c ,u e,:· 1· :::, .r1c e , with whit e 
})la cer 

1 
perl::.l-:3) S Sc 11Ci. , C�me t .O t}1e r i Yer in f'our tii iJ. eE fr -)m. Where· S he 

was cur i eo. , it  wfl e .  2- ll cl�}' t:..ro·,1nC: fo1· e ,u e c".i stRnc e , sand l).ills o n  the 
1 eft . 2Ist Dr ove I3 mil es cr·ossed t� l i ttle  r un in the "lJurnt hill s, camp
ed on top of the hills , on e st 0er <':i eci . •  22nd Dr ov e I 6  mil es without . gras 
or we.t er . 23rd DrOire  5 mil es e..nd ce.mp ed . 24th Drove I6 miles and camped 
pas s ed th·e warm s.pr ini: s , t.:arm e�10'.li-�,h for dish we.t er . (�5t b Dr ov e 5 m il es · 
and camp ed , El izab eth Hend er s on s i ck . 26th Remaineci. in camp . 27th Drove
2 mil es ·a.nd camp ed . £8th Drov e I5th uil es and carupeo. . ;;eth Drove ,I6 
:i1il ee and camped . 30th Dr ove I4 mi'l es and cross ed the Owihee River and
pass ed Fort Boise . 3Ist Drove 6 mil es und c2mp e6 on the M1;1.lheur River . . . 
and remaineG. in camp the rest of the cay . Sept I s t  Drov e I4 mil es. and · 
crossed Malheur � 2n6 Drov e IS mil es and came t o  3urnt R iv er , cr osse d  Birci 
Cr eek .  3rd Dr ove II  r:iiles crossee  Burnt River :3 t imes . 4th Drove I2  mile 
crossed Burnt ?.iver 6 t im es . 5th Dr ove 7 mil es and camped· on Burnt Rive�
6th Drove I5 miles and · camped and crossed s everal small branches·. · 7th 
Drove I8 mil es Rnd camped on a large bottom on Powe. er Ri:ver Sl ough. 8th 
Dr ove I5 mil es and crossed Powder River , we were in s i ght of timber .  9t 
Drove !2 mil es  and oampec. near the Ronte , heavy pine in sight all the 
t ime . IOth Drove 4 miles r.ncl e:ow11 r., long r ocky hill , and t they had to 
ce.l'I'Y El :i:2.e.b eth t ovm the hill on account of her l> e in.-_· BO very sick . IIth 
Remained 'in camp t ill no on and tt.en 6.r ov e 7 1,1il e s  on- the Romie . I2th 
Remained. in camp , all s ick. !3th Remained in cc>,.mp . I4th Remained i n  camp 
on Grande Bot t om .  Urbanus Henc'l.er son cJ.i ecl , :mr i eci. h im on 'the I5th n ea r  a 
smell str eam · ·c ominc out of the hill on the :.a.st s i(:e o f  the stream and 
S outh side of the road. , wit hin f;CO ya::.·d s of th� Btre?,m. I 5th Remaineci in 
cainp . I6th Re:.,2 ined in ca.mp . .  I7th Lr ov e out of c�1mp � il:il e cro s s ed the 
1 i ttl e · str eam 2.n6 ci.rove t o  the fir st "o euclnf a lonE s t E. ep hill , Perrin 
l eft in the aft ernoon, l�o s e s  Uo".)l e l eft in the nif.:'ht u11';:, e��nO'Wi.1 to a.ny 
one , t ,)Ok some tl1iD;gs out of the. t ent ¥d1ich vm.s neceR sary for t he trip 
t o  Or egon C i ty . I8.th Rer.1ained in camp 

1 
I9tl1 :;rove 8 r.! il es over rough road 

.o. nd ci::mpeo. on Gr.a.nd Rond e River . 20th trove Z. r.l i l e s  r 11.e.. campe6 wi tnout 
wat er, we Rr e now in the Blue Hount ains , mo st c\l J_ s i ck , :-12 rc.ly a.b� e to  
t ake ca r e  of t:c:.cr1 other , I have b e en cook 80m e  of t h� t im e .  f. I st !)rove 7 
,.4il es  a.nc: Cc• iJ�J ed. , Jo11n ·u r oke ,.m PXl e tr e e .  � 2nd Re:.m inec in cc>.l1r9 t i ll 
n . on on 2.ccount of si cknes s .  23rd Dr ov e 4 :/lil es Ei.nd c: �u·:::,ed , t:other e: e-
1:- P.rt ed thi s  l ife 2".::, out 8 ocl ock in the eveninr: . -

24th Rei.m.ine6. in ce.mp an.:5. �ouriec1 liotl.er , - V!e :· u� tLe LTfl.Ve t hrough
E s helly Lime stone ro ck , in the Blue :=ountu.ins 4 . .  i l.:., e �; e�or e we c c:.me 
to  Arr ow Cr eek , on .:, small prc\ir i e  or openin[.. , lH·:r:.r t he. r .)ot of a lc..rge . 



/ 

y ell ow P ine t r ee ::: nf som e other trees ,>f th ss . . . e kine , nefl.r t he r O D.d

within 50· yc*.l'O. B ,  t imli er ne.:: r on ·uoth s id e s  o ?  the roNi 
7 

t he t imb e--r wr e 
principe.lly fir c\nd pine , she j. s ·..;ur ied on the m, rth side of the :r oad . 
2 5th Drove  5 ll, iles , cros s e:d. Ar-row Cr ek a n{ 02..rnp ec"c . ;;:Gt ii D:·ove 5 m iles 
and camped , l o L t  th e ald mar e .  �7 th Jrove IC  mil e s  t, n�:' c r: ,.; e t o  the U11!a
t illl':. , fz. irly .: :croBs the Blue 1:ount: �tins . ;:,sth ::Jr ove I� - :!li les down t he 
Umat illa. 28th Re::m.inea. in camp t ill noon f:.nd. t h en 6 r ov c::  5 �.1il es e nd 
cEJ.111:ped . 30th :'Drove II  1;1i l es Lnd ca.mp eel ,�·i t hout w1.: o( ,  t,lT S S  or v:at er . 
Octo·u e:r Ist I:.rove 4. i:1il ee anc.. r e;;1aine6. in cu.1p th{: re1:;t of the ory.  fnd 
:.'rove 6 ::n :i.l es ·;,y no :Jn r n,:; t �1 �:·i T ·,, · .. �� iPf- ,· in c ,,rnp r ri-:. L-1 the. E'V ening olc. 
!.';ell II wc·.s brout Z!t int o  c? mp ,  p�'. i .-5 f? . e;-:; for  coet c: n( �� : · ou.ble  of f inding 
:1 tr , b!i �.nc,_ ;�r, - :nind c: s i ck .  3r6_ I-r ov e;"! IC..  i.1il es �- n6 CcH:l E- t o  But t eJ• C r eek 
::: :nd croi:: r, ed �3utt er Gr <:· ek :' no ce..r.:1pe�� , 60 1 ;:: il ee  f•,1 1 he; vy EF .nd . 4th Drov e 1 
r :-. mil es Hnc1 c a11pEcl Fi thou:(; WB.t er or wood. . 5 t h Dr ov e I I  :;lil es a.no WE t erd:4 
our CEttl e ,,.t t lH' ·'iiell Epr incs , poor tiT, t er c - t  t hE, t . 6th  �-rove  I8 rn il·es 
qnd 0"" 101...-. -d '"ri· + 1 · ," 1 1 �· ,,,,, . + .:,,.. or r.:c•oa" '"'ll e·n ...... v- ·,·? -� .,.,0 --,1 e· · ·, e( � ·2· ' l  ·Fo-r  ·or ea.a." "! na'Cv• (._· . .&.i. 1..J t' H. u J.J. _J  '..A. •� r t. U , .. ._ . . J .!,..... I., ,..  .. � , .  · '-_,1 ..___ ,,;.J• .. J • ..:_ � 

l. t"." -- .... C:,. 
. 

1ac.c_ �_. ec£1.us e t h ey ( ii3. not 2: et it . 7t 11 l)rove 6 1,� iJ. e e , C "'.'.' C· £ S i;'6 �.': illiams 
Cr e ek �- no. cc'.mp eci. 2 i·,: i l ee c. ,f t er cro s f:l in0• Sth :-� r ov , IC  :.:il e s Lnc;_ 02.mped 
wi t hout ...-,:E .t er ;:, nc. -._,. ut l i t tl e  cr<":.�: s .  8th j_:;y ov E I3 idl 1;;E ,  :x s s e..ti a s pr in; 
f . "i.:., out ne on , t he spr ing b eing v ery we.8 1:: ,  1·:e t.:.·t: V_t' thBm O�lly One OUCket Of 
wst er to e_e.cl:i. yoke £:.nc'l .ca,mp e6. on John Days Riv er

.,
e t  t he spr in� we saw 

Whi sl er , ilE: m et us cmd. thP t  wt:.E the first 1:e J.:;r_{. s e en of him s ince \-VE 
wer e � t  SaLnon F,, 2.l s , he wa.s on pur suit of ll i s  er ey r.1;-• r e  whi ch he s e.io. 
h&d. b e E.'n stol en from -him . l1e Sc,.id thr: t he h,'.i.d b e en inforjJ!ed ci_t the De,ll e 4  
t hat w e  ,,, er e s ome :: istance b ehind ancl. we.s i:,b o-q.t out o f  flour i.n6 he had 
a sack of fl our 1·,ci th him whi ch he sa.i6- he had brouGht on purpo s e  f or us . 
"but 1 uckily c' S i t  he.})p ened we h9,d pl enty of f l our tmc :'.;rovisions . I 0th 
Remained. in csmp t ill night and then cr ossed t he river �.nc drove 2 mil es 
asc ending two thirds the v:e.y up a. we.y up c. hil'l a :·,1il e l ong . I!th Re
ms.ined in ca.mp t ill lat e . Ara.mind.a. Ann Vanbu skirk cli ed .  Yie bur i ed her on 
t he l eft hand eic:L e of the roa.d , on the siC e  hill , one mil e fr om John Da.y 
River e. nd t h en c.r ove 8 miles anc:: camp ed . !2th Drov e 20 mil es and. c amped . 
on t he Col u:t,1-D ia. River , this i s  the bigfeet d rive we h0 ve me.d e for one 
r.1onth . I3th Dr o'l.�e 6 1r.il e s nnd camp ed.

1 
cr o s s et the Descl1ut ee or FB lle  

River , ( r ov e up the h ill a mil e  lon6 • 14th Dr ove 8 rn i l .: E � .. nd camp ed on 
the 5 :ji l e  er e c-:k,  cl· o e s ed the re wile er eek. I5th :::rovE- 7 uil e: s  e.nd 
crossed. the 5 •• iil e cr eek ,.> nd r er oheo the lone. lookt C. f or Da.ll es . Drove 
2 mil es t o  ca.mp . I6th .Remainecl in c2n1p . I?th ... Remained. in ce.mp . ISth 
Rer�1c ined i'n c.-�.mp , sold our ox en$50 . 00 p er yol::e all c>.I'O'..J.:.rid . · I9th R ema.in
ed. in ce.mp pr e:;,c, r in5 t o  etc..rt dorm the, river . 20th :'::rove o ovm to t he 
r iver . 2 I st Loa.t ed uu t.nc-i. I sta.rted on th[ " · f, ck tra il v:-ith �ihisl ers ma.r e
e nd F? ther ei . 2�11(' Jn .. the j)c� ck trc:.il • .23}?C:i .·_;-·{·1 the tr� il .  c:4th At t he ci=:s
cae€s . ,;:, "-:;th . .:.. t Jche St emo o3 t  Lc:.nc: in ·  ·,, elow th0 Ca.scac es .  26th Rene:0 ed the 
t r ip on the trail . 07th Oa the traii . �8th On the trail . 29th Ar r ive in
Fortla.nd �. �·3 C·th

. ·. J·er1.t to Or egon City. Z ist Refilf,iner": in t l-;-: C ity. 

?Lr t of 2 .. r eply t; o J .. nC T ew Van�.;us::irks l et t er to :d s Cousin 
i n  C:.io , 0 2 t ec1 ;�u.: uBt I7 th I85:: , I Ti£; S  :�cr i::• :.111 �r-:,.n'.ms/ir�.  

I hc vc o:�t en t nou[. ;h�c Y'.': you w;=;y  o �'.:f 
t l::.c .. ·e r:.lmo st �� t tlle  j ur:r�1h16 0:f ·;>lo.Ce ,  c n6  v.;or0 c:i.� eo .. ,;;?..r.tr�e.r you h�. c :for
g otten me or not . :::ut I shoulo . .  not ;;mcli y:on( er if  you �:::· C: ,  as the t r ials 
c r:c. 11e2- r t  r enc". in::_, s c ene s you liE·l t o  pr..ss t h::r oueh w€r f. t :·.011sh t o  sh:,_: ke 
tl::.e s t out est hc:Lrt s .  I tl1:i.nk youI' f2 i th 11�u.st :i.:i.r v e  b .: e;n ::- -::ran£ , ;;·.s ,;, ell 1 r:.E your he,:· r t e , )T ovi( enc e smil ec on you a s  i t  w er e ,  t �.2 t you �-�ot t hroug� 
:2.. s r:e 3_l t: s ,, ou ( io. , ;; s ther f, wc1.s i'n r· J.l �Jrob=·-·i:> ili  ty sot.: f- tha t  fr r ed a 

l 
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a gre't dua 1No1·se th.2.n you did. ',ie were glc!.c1. to know that you had got 
to your c:.estined home �nd in °' f�.ir v,'i:�Y to pros:Jeri ty and happiness·�·. I· 
expect 'by this time you £:.re all of you on �rour cle.ims in the be_autiful 
valley of Tlittmook:, working away for Ci e� .. r life, :/ell thc,.te all right· as 
this is the Iron .age of progrest=:ion .::nd stec:>m ::..,no I E-X!Ject if time and 
posterity shoulo continue, if not us, some one r.1c:y sc:e the.Iron Horse 
ploughing his way towc> rd the great Pacific, spoutinf his fiery breath, . 
through the hills and oer the plr.!ins, almost defy:ns old dame nature:/_to 
set forth hi� rival. · 

: ·:· ' 
When I think of the curiosities you ·saw on the roE:.d, I almost· wish

I had. b�.en with you, c.1.nc help to e.d.mire the m£�gnificence of Gods worts 
sprea.d out ,H? it were to entice curious hm.1f:n ueinc�s to so on to multi
ply e.nd replenish th&..t f/)06.ly lan6_ th,:.t flows with milk and honey. ·. ·· 

Oh and those berries you spoke of hou celicio:us they n.ust b�; how 1· 

I would like to ta.lee a snack with you. Anc there is Bciln! of Gilead there I 
too, 2..nci Hemlock, Alder Etc. oh it is finf- I e:Xi,ect �rou can exclaim ·w1 �'h. 
one of old, » It is good to be herett. . · I must say that I wa.s a little p:·'ovokec"i at you fen� not coming. tq 
S(�e ue before you left, we should have Ii1B.oe a p.=rty for you, a.nd invitep. 
in the youn£; folks ctnd mace a gxeat s�)ree for you, ""uut ye would not. I·/1 .. 
am very thankful to you for your mindfulness of me a.n6. to know that you\·.;. 
thought enough. of. me to write me a letter, pnc. I forgive you all your.)'.,., \ 
trespasses and hope for the best. But I shf,.11 soon be crossed out fi:ol#�· - t: • 
among the gc:1 .y and frolick'some youngsters. You·.sEid if I v;v.s ma.rr�edJY9�·.ii°'J 
.:' id not. know it. Well 0oz I am not marriec. yet But so nec:r it there- i�s :Yi�.::· 
no fun ·in it. I run in business up to my eyes in p:ee)e.ring for it� I_:;�"'.'"-. i:· 1 
pect to be me.rried _on. the 27th of this month �?. 2c Mr Da.niel Leve�'.i�·g� t9.�., \ f
And:rew how I shoula. like to have you to my wecw.1ng, wont you co1!1��f.(?h. _I,10·.T; 
you cant for t·he knot will be tied long "before you c •. n set the ll?,:11j1.tat�:=(')\5 
Well. I have not got the cake baked yet, but I v1ill send you some";pJec.e,�;:_ �f,·
of my dresses, the white ·is. the standing up one and the silk .i.s t�e ,s�,�/;-· 
ond day one. The Associatio� commences on Friday before �nd..! 1�'. �o;�hing\�.J??�-. 
happens we shall make our appearance there a.nd a great sight ·it will pe.-.�f�·:·· Now Andrew if � do have to wait till you §:et to be an. old Batc�el,oY: < 
before getting married, do not marry Rn In6 ian, I (o not have the· remot.;..}· .. 
est idea t,,B.t you will, but I am talkine; not mec ning exactly what I s·ay� Y 
rs you hav� judgment tmough to choose for yourself, and when you ido �o:. \ ..
make a good one. . . · . : J ': _.' 

You spoke of the people there, the InC:ians, £-.nd I 11ope you .will :µot,1 . .
be influenced in such a way as to be induced to ma.rry am.ongst them, as .�·:. f 
it does not speak well for our state to hc1.ve its young :men mating_ off ·to

squa.ws when t.h�.y coula. do better to keep Batchelors He.11 a little. l_onger., -·,:, 
However those savages, I believe, might in time with. a little .ge�- •· , 

tlE: influenc� ?ecome ci�ilized �,n� be some a;Rf±tt�n� "ben7fi t to ·soci_ety J .·. It woulo be a [lOElous deea. if a co1n:=.:.c1ny vroulc: colonize amongst ,. . ,11' ;, 

them and -L)y their pL,us examples brint: them ::·,ut o:� their degra6.ed1 sit- { .!-'_
uation and place them on an eminence of 1·cspect2bility. 11 ·r ; ! . • ·

11 If soft cushioned couches coule. give the heart ecee, 
Then a home with the weel thy I• d cr,a.ve, 
But their treasures bring ca.re, an6 dec:.th will seize, 
vn the ho!}eB .of a Kin;; or ,f;. Slave

., 

. ... 

Oh' then gi v E: me a co-t in th� wild woocts a.way, 
Dn the hills where the green".t:rasst::s t£Tow, 
Fpr tis kis·sed by the light· ·:of the first peep of c.ay, 
While the valleys ar� sleeping below. 

t�e.y the Lore. Bless and. Protect You, 
Yours Most· Af'fectionately .. ; 

Oriann VF.1.nbuskirk · 
... ·. • _4{ .. -"
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