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Draft 

A Letter from Allen Varner, 

from Independence, Missouri, 1849 

Charles H. Dodd, editor 

At the end of April, 1849, Allen Varner, from Indianapolis, Indiana, was encamped near 
Independence, Missouri, preparing to join the gold rush to California. Though busy with 
preparations for his journey, he took time to visit Independence, and recorded his impressions of 
that visit along with news of family friends he had visited, in a letter to his brother, Elias. 

The letter is of no great importance to those who write histories of great and grand events such as 
the California gold rush and the overland movement of the thousands who crossed the plains 
from the Missouri River to California, Oregon, and the Salt Lake valley in the middle of the. 
nineteenth century. It is, though, a good example of what those letters were like, and it includes 
some interesting and amusing comments on the overland migration of 1849, the cholera 
pandemic that struck the country at that time, and vices and virtues that were to be found in 
Independence. 

The Letter 

The letter itself was written on a single sheet of paper approximately 16 inches wide by 12¥2 
inches tall. It was folded once to make four pages, each sized 8 by 12¥2 inches. Allen wrote his 
letter on the first three sheets. Then, apparently, he added a report about his visiting Adam 
Reybums and his family (Varner family friends), writing it across the full 16-inch width of the 
second and third sheets. 

Allen then folded the letter to make its own envelope. Finally, if one can be allowed a little 
creative visualization for this process, Allen added a last-minute note to the top of the fourth 
page before sealing and addressing the "envelope" (folded letter). The letter bears an 
Independence postal stamp showing a date of May 1. 
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Letter from Allen Varner Draft 

The letter was written on a single sheet of paper approximately lb inches wide by 12Yz inches 
tall folded to produce four 8 by 12Yz inch pages. The fold is vertical, through the center of the 
paper, as shown below, with the address on the outside. 

y-- Fold Line Fold Line--x 

· ;-,2:: -,·�i���tv?s�;?jf,

I=t::Jp�;�� r�.:l��r;�:f �£-
::��:_-:r.�-- '.;�.:.."�:.�� .. -.=!�--�;,:;·.*4'�-;�l�€.

I 

Note the writing Allen added to the address page; when the letter was folded prior to posting. 
Also note that Allen wrote some information to the inside, evidently after he had finished writing 
pages 2 and 3, this time writing continuously across the top of the paper. 

As indicated above, the paper was folded once to give Allen four pages on which to write. The 
last page became the outside of the letter after it was folded for mailing, and the address was 
written close to the center of that page. 

The first two folds that transformed the letter into its own "envelope" were along the A and B 
lines shown in the "fold lines" illustration (next page). The letter was folded along line A first, 
then along line B. All folds were made to keep the address on the outside. 

After the A and B folds, the letter was folded along line C, and finally along line D. The edge 
was then sealed with wax, postage was paid at the post office, and the letter was delivered. 

Some Characteristics of the Letter 

Allen wrote with the formality that was characteristic of his time, as indicated by the letter's 
greeting: "Respected Brother and sisters." His handwriting also shows the practiced artistry that 
few of us today take time to learn. Note the flourishes in his capital letters and the leftward 
swoop of the letter "d" when at the end of a word. 
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Fold Lines 

As was typical of his time, he frequently (but not always) used the ampersand instead of spelling 
out the word "and" but his ampersands were written in different ways. 

His signature shows a particular flourish on the "V" of his last name that is so different than the 
"V" in the letter's address one wonders whether the address might not have been someone else. 

Allen, again as was typical of the time, used little punctuation, and he used it inconsistently. He 
spelled better (more as we do today) than many of his contemporaries but he used ''there" for 
"their" in places, and differed from what we think is right in others. His capitalization followed 
common usage of his day, which means he usually did not capitalize the first word of a sentence, 
and didn't always capitalize words we capitalize today ("methodist" rather than "Methodist"), 
and he capitalized words we today do not capitalize ("fresh Pork" rather than "fresh pork"). In 
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Letter from Allen Varner Draft 

those days, the rules we follow when we write well today didn't exist, and many of the people 
were illiterate or barely literate. Allen did very good for those days. 

What the Letter Says 

A transcription of the letter is provided below, followed by images of the letter at about 70% the 
size of the original. 

The transcription is as close to the way Allen wrote the letter as possible, with a few exceptions. 
A couple of periods have been changed to commas. Extra spaces have been inserted to indicate 
the end of sentences. (Allen ran everything together and frequently used no punctuation to 
indicate when a sentence ended.) To make the transcription a bit more readable, some 
punctuation and a couple of words have been inserted. Square brackets have been used to 
identify the inserts; a question mark in a square bracket indicates that it was difficult to know, 
from Allen's handwriting, what a word was. Also, it seems clear that he wrote ')osy" in one 
place, but the meaning of ':iosy" is not known to the people who worked on this letter. 

Allen Varner's Letter of April 29, 1849: 
/f;¥1 

Independence Mo. April 29th 849. 1 oclock Pm 

Respected Brother and sisters 

This will inform you that I am well at present and entertain a sincere regard for your 
welfare you doubtless entertain some uneasiness with regard to me on account of the Cholera. & 
I think I should do your feelings more injustice to say nothing about it than to state the facts as 
they are. the Cholera is here, but not as had been represented to us before we reached here. we 
arrived within 6 miles of town Thursday. Friday moved to within 1 mile of town where we 
now are there is a company from Mississippi encamped on the opposite side of town of whom 
2 were buried Friday. 6 more were then sick 1 of which was buried yesterday & another man 
from Chicago who had also come by way of St Louis. the man who had come with him told 
me yesterday that they put up at a boarding house here where they ate fresh Pork and that all the 
family were taken with Diarrhea, his friend was taken soon after supper and lived till the 
second morning 7 Oclock & he thought if medical aid had been called sooner would have 
recovered slight attacks were said to be very common in Lexington through which we passed a 
few days ago. & in which I found Adam Reyburn & family he told me that it was doubtless 
the Cholera but in a very mild form, there only having been 2 deaths in the place 1 a negro the 
other a boatsman it would be nothing curious if more were sick or dying than there are for 
of all places of dissipation I have never seen the equal of Independence I saw yesterday & to 
day men lying on the pavement perfectly lifeless to appearance, from intoxication there is at 
least a dozen bars which are all the time crowded with topers. the[y] keep up a continual jingle 
of glasses you cant pass along the streets without hearing the clank of money in the upper 
rooms & the scrape of knuckles on the tables. & in passing along the streets this morning I saw 
as many old cards thrown out by the side of 1 coffee house as would pave a room 10 feet square 
I have been informed that numbers have lost all there money and are compelled to return home 
but from the ridiculous to the Sublime, I was at church this morning[,] the methodist, heard 
good music a feeling prayer & good Sermon the ladies present with few exceptions seemed to 
be votaries at the shrine of fashion for taste & elegance of fashion they are not to be surpassed 
if equaled by any I have ever seen. the rage of the present time is changeable silk the color of a 
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doves neck with 2 large flowers on the skirt a white silk bonnet trimmed with Ostrich feathers or 
red and blue artificials hung in clusters from the point ribbons are generally suspended. those 
who cannot afford this attire dress variously except that the josy [?) is invariably worn by the 
young in the absence of a new dress, generally white the men dress more for business than 
appearances but you will see several dandies with their kid gloves on. while singing at the 
commencement of service the audience were waited on by two splendidly dressed men with 
golden watch chains swinging at their sides[,] handsome withal[,) each carrying a small black 
velvet sack suspended upon a plain fine stick of sufficient length to reach the most distant in the 
pew. but to return, The most reasonable estimate of the number that are here is 4000 
including those that have already gone some to rendezvous 12 or 15 miles above on the Kansas 
[River] and some still further some went 15 days ago on the Platte 50 miles above here they 
exhausted there feed and had to return with there stock another company of 18 that had 
encamped west of St Joseph on the Indian lands contrary to the orders of the agents had all their 
mules & horses stolen by the Indians [They] have returned to their homes [and] given up the 
gold and if it had not been for a late letter of ex Governor Boggs of this state who is now in the 
gold region near 2000 that are here would have returned. he writes to his son-in-law here to 
come by all means but not bring his family he says gold is plenty and easily obtained 
another man of Lafayette county which joins this by the name of Mclelland advises his friends to 
come says there are no poor men in California Both he and Boggs are men of stern integrity 
as I have been told by men personally acquainted with both about 'A that are going here are 
mule teams the rest oxen about the same ratio from St. Jo. the number that will start have 
been variously estimated from 20 to 50 thousand But I believe 15,000 a fair estimate from there 
2 honest men acquainted with the journey say the mules will beat the oxen 3 weeks so that if 
there is a scarcity of grass beyond the pass as we all anticipate I hope we shall be among the first 
a great many no doubt will return after starting a great many would sell out now if they could 
mules & cattle are low now. our lame mules have got well our others have recruited in flesh. 
Respects to friends and best wishes to Elias & Mercy, Patsy & the Boys 

Allen Varner 

[On the address side of the paper, folded to the inside:] 

I will write again soon to Father shall leave here soon, if I have a chance i will write to you 
from Kansas or westport. dont know who we'l go with yet will write to some of you as soon 
as we find out, in a hurry 

[Across the top of the inside of the paper:] 

I was at Adam Reyburns he was standing in the store of his oldest son a very intelligent good 
looking man a good store John was there preparing for California. has been in the cavalry 
[?] service in Mexico some taller than me but not so heavy was invited to dinner by Remp 
[?] but had not time Ann is married Mary a very pretty girl. Bill & Jo in Boonville. the 
old lady looks better and talks as lively as ever comfortably situated very neat house of 3 
rooms well furnished remembers her best respects to all and mother in particular 
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VARNER, ALLEN 

Allen·Varner•s observant eye gives us 

excellent descriptions of life in 

Independence in 1849 as he gets ready 
for his trip to California. 

He was successful in his gold mining 
on Rector's Bar in the middle of the 

Sacramento River. His brother, Elias, 

followed him in 1850 but died in 1851. 
Allen apparently remained in California. 

BLUE MILLS (OWENS) LANDING 

Blue Mills Landing on the Missouri River 

about 7 miles east of Independence was the 

Independence LOWER landing. This view of 

the track leading from the landing is facing 

south from the river. 
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Independence Mo. April 29 th 1849. Jo.clock Pm 

Respected Brother and sisters 
Th js will inform you that. 1 am weJJ a t. present. and ent.ert.ain 

a sincere regard for your welfare yo� doubtless entertain some 

uneasiness wJt.h regard.to me bri account. of the Cholera. & I think 

1 should do your feelings more injustice to say nothing about it 
t.han to st.at.e the facts as they are the Cholera Is here, but· not as
had been represented to us before we reached here. we arrivP.d within

1 mile of town where we now are there Js a company from MlsRJsstppi
• 

Enc.amped on t.he opposite side of t.own of whom 2 were buried Friday.

6!:IJ'Ore were then sick 1 of wh1ch was buried yesterday , another man

from.Chicago who had also come by way of st. Louis. the man who had

come with hjm told me yesterday t hat. they put up at a boarding house

here where they ate fresh Pork and that all the family were taken with

Diarrhea his friend was t.aken soon after supper and Jived till the

second morning 7 o clock , he thought Jf medical a.id had been called

sooner would have recovered slight attacks were said to be very

common in LexJngton. t.hrough which we passed a few days ago r. jn wh Jch

1 found Adam· Reyburn , faml ly he told me t.hat it was doubtless the

Cholera but in a very mild form there only having been 2 deaths In

the place 1 a negro the other a boatsman j t. would be nothing curous

(sicl if more were sick or dying u,an t.here are for of all places of

di ssJ pati on I have never seen t.he equal of Independence I saw

yesterday , today men J yi ng on t.he pavement perfectly 1 t fel e�,; to

appearances from intoxication there ts at least a dozen bar,; wh ich 

are all the time crowded wlt.h t.opers. the [y) keep up a cont lnual

jingle of glasses you cant pass along the street.s wjthout. hearing

the clank of money in t.he upper rooms & the wrap of knuckles on the

tables. & jn passi.ng along t.he street.s this morning I saw as many

old card thrown out by the side of J coffee house as would pdve a

room 10 feet square I have been informed that numbers have Jost all

their money and are compe 11 ed t.o re turn home but from the ridiculous

to· the Sublime, I was at church t.his morning the met.hodist., heard
good music a feeling prayer & good Sermon the ladies present with

few exceptions seemed to be votaries at the shrine of fashio11 for
t.ast.e , elegance of fashion they are not. to be surpassed if " 1 1ualed
by any I have ever seen. the rage of the present time is ch;mgeable

silk the color of a doves neck wHh 2 large flounces on the �klrt



a white silk bonnet trimmed with ostrich feathers or red and blue 
art.iflcials hung Jn clusters from the paJnt- ribbons are gener.aJJy 
suspended. those who cannot afford thJs attire dress variously 
except that the josy Js invariably· worn by the young in the absence 
of a new dress. generally "(hi t.e t.he men dress more for business 
than appearances but you will see several dandies with their kid 

'• gloves on, while singing at the commencement of service t.he 

audience were waited on by two splendidly dressed men with golden 
watch chains swingi.ng at their sides handsome withal. each carrying 
� small black velvet sack wuspended upon a•pJatn pine stick of 
sµffici.ent. lengt.h to reach t.he most distant. In the pew, but to 

•!i .xeturn, The most reasonable estimate of the number that are hear

is 4000 including those that. have al ready gone some to rc11cJezvous

12 or 15 miles above the Kansas and some still further some went 
• 15 days ago on the Platte 50 miles above here they exhausted there

[sic] feed and had to return with there stock another company of
18 that had encamped west of st. Joseph on the Indian land� contrary
to the orders of the agent had all their mules & horses stolen by

the Indians have returned to their homes given up the gold and if
it had not been for a late letter of ex Governor Boggs of tt1ts state
who i.s now i.n t.he gold region near 2000 that. are here would have

returped. he says gold t.s plenty and easi 1 y obt.a t ned a not her man
of Lafayette Count.y which joins this by the name of Mclelland advises
his friends to come says there are no poor men in Califor. Both
he and Boggs are men of stern int.egrity as 1 have been told by men
personally acquainted with both about� that are goi"g from here
are mule leans {sic) the rest seen (sic] about. the sane (sic) ratio

from st .. Jo. for t.he number t.hat wi 11 st.art hav� been variously

estimated from 20 to 50 thousand But I •elieve 15,000 a fair·
est.imat.e from these 2 points men acquaint.ed with the journey say the
mules will beat the oxen 3 weeks so that if there is a scarcity of
grass beyond the pass, as we aJJ anti.cipate I hope we shall be among
the first a great many no doubt will return after starting a great
many would sell out now if they could mules & cattle are low now.
our lame mules have got well our others have recruited in flesh.
Respect.s to frJends and best wishes to Elias & Mercy. Patsy & the
Boys Allen Varner
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[Written across two of t.hi.s three page Jett.er and squeezed _between 

the body of the letter and the top of the page is written tt1e following 

comment] 

I was at Adam Reybur�s he �as standing in the store of his oldest

son a very intelligent good looking man a good store John was there 

preparing for California. has been in the cavalry service fn Mexico 

�ome taller than .me but not so heavy was invited to dinner by Kemp 

but had not time Ann is married Mary a very pretty girl. Bill &

.Jo in BoonvJ.lle. t.he old lady looks better and talks as lively as 

�ver comfortably situated very neat house of 3 rooms- well-furnlshed 
I!!( 
/�emembers her best respects to all and Mother in particular. 

(Wri.tten on the back of t.he last. page are furt.her comments. J 

I will write again soon to Father shall leave here soon. if I have 
a chance i w i 11 wr i t.e t.o you from Kansas or Westport • don t know who 
weel (sic) go with yet will write to some of you as soon as we find 
out. in a hurry. 

The envelope J.s addressed to: 

Transcribed by Pauline s.

3122 Santa Fe Road 
Independence, Mo. 64055 
10 March 1989 

Elias Varner 
lndi.anapolis 

Indiana 

Fowler 

Original in the Jackson County llistorical Society Library & Archives 
Courthouse on the square 
Independence, Mo. 64050 

CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO THE ARCHIVES & LIBRARY 
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Independence Mo 

Dearest Mary 

th May 5 / 6 • • 18 4 9

I wrote you last Tuesday merely a few lines to tell you of my 

arrival here and that I was well. I will give you now more 

particulars. 

Our Boat the St. Ange, was, as you may be aware of, crowded with 

passengers bound for California, of course a great mixture of people 

from different parts of the u. s. and I believe as usual much 

drinking of liquors, often to distressing extent, you may be sure I 

kept myself aloof, and was sometimes lonesome. I rejoiced however 

that my room mate was a Captajn Kirker a real gentelman (sic] and 

sensible man, an old mounteneer (sic] and guide who had been rovJ.ng 

in the far wild west for the last twenty eight years, and was also 

guide and interpreter to Colonel Doniphan's army through Mexico to 

New Orleans. He is well acquainted with our family in St. Louis 

and Watkins LeRous in Taos N. M., you may be sure his conversations 

were very interesting and instructive to me. In Independence I was 

lucky to meet what is considered here �ith very good accommodations, 

a room and part of a bed, a table what is good enough for me at 75 

cents pr day board, the last t.wo nights, in order to accommodate some 

of my room mate's friends , we have been sleeping 6 persons in a 

small room with two beds, compfort [sic] of course was out of the 

question, and I took the precaution to have the window hoisted, 

when one is traveling he must forget the compforts of home and 

put up with the best he can get. 

The town is mixed up and full of peopel [sic] I believe from every 

state of the Union, all dressed in the different equipments for 

California, indeed it looks more what I have imagined, like a Mexican 

town, many are old hardy mounteneers [sic) that go as guides or 

teamsters to the different companies. Besides the hotels being very 

crowded the daily influx of peopel [sic] from their different 

incampments [sic] around the city which extend for miles, is very 

_great, mostly I believe to complete their outfit or purchase what 

has been forgotten. Coffee houses and groceries are crowded, and 

the many intoxications I meet with is realy [sic] distressing to 

a great extent. This place must reap a great harvest from the long 

delay all have been subjected to, on account·the weather having been 

long and very cold, and the grass no• sufficiently grown to j��tify 
th any to start before the 10 .. of May. Whether there are �ot many

1 



here who will ever or at least with great dJfficulty reach 
California, on account of much i11experJence I hear much talked 
about. As to the "Pioneer Line" my mind is at ease and I am well 
satisfied I shall reach Californja save [sic] and speedily, the 
owners and their teamsters' are experienced with the country and its 
hardships, their principal guide especialy [sic] is one of the best 
that leaves here, his name is Ha rris, apparently half Indian, he 
has been an old mounteneer[sicJ for about the last 30 years, he 
is a fine old man and well known in st. Louis. A sudden death took 
place here, night before last. Mrch. o. Gillespie, who I believe 
is partly connected �ith the "Pione er Line", at least he was going 
out with them, died suddenly after less than two days sickness, �t 
times I believe rather too much addle ted to liquor, he got on 
Wednesday night into a spree and got so drunk that he was taken to bed 
with "delirium Trimens." [sic] and ended his earthly career in that 
state. You must reccollect him for he used to live in St. Louis and 

I believe was subsequently Captain in our Army in New Mexico. 
--Ohl liquor, how distressing are the consequences in thy indulgence. 

It was raining here all Friday and nearly Saturday, the streets. 
of course are horribly muddy, the a�mosphere is warm, and with almost 
constant change from the hot sun, damp ground �nd a drissling rain 

has brought an increase of Cholera. 
I have said nothing of our passengers, they number One Hundred & 

Twenty, and no more will be taken, with scarcely any except.ions they 
are a gentlemanly lot but very few from St. Louis. As more passengers 
than One Hundred have been taken I have made particular inquiries 
whether all can be well accommodated, and I am well assured that 

wagons and very thing else has been increased in proportion, and no 
ground for complaint shall exi.st.. 1 have chosen my Mess with care. 

I commenced thi.s letter on Saturday, in the evening of that day 
old Harris one of our guides was apparently well, next morning early 
he was taken with the Cholera and jn a couple of hours a corps (si�]. 
This is a bad loss to the Pioneer Line, it will however not detairi 

.us, they have good guides besjdes. Several death by Cholera have 
occurred in some camps, and I understand news from Fort Leavenworth 

is in town that there fourty death amongs the troops have taken place 
from that fatal desease. Monday Morning 

Yesterday abo�t dinnerti.me one of our passengers a Mr. Moheen 
from Belleville Ill a minister who was with his brother a doctor on 

') 



his way to California, was suddenly taken with the Cholera and in a 
few hours a corps. [sic] Last night Mr. Newhall, who is a reporter 
here for some Newspaper in St. Loui.s, a mild gentlemanly man, went 
to bed in good health, and this morning was in the agonies of the 

11d' d th' ' II 

Cholera and is not expected to recover� e I tteSrm�irsniomen t a Mr. 
Johnson had this morning a sudden and violent attack and is dying. 
The people here ·are consjderably frightened, as to myself I am not 
frightened, am however careful jn my mode of living, as I promised 
you. Yesterday I put a flannel shirt on, tomorrow or day after I 
shall go out to camp whi.ch is nine miles from here, and where a good 
many have gone this morning. Since yesterday afternoon we had here 
beautiful weather and will no doubt i.ncrease the Cholera. The two 
books "Monte Christo" will be left by Mr. Rogers from St. Louis who 
roomed with me here at Mr. Menkens house. 1 wish you will take 
care of the green Pocket book I left there, amongst the papers is 
one, the list of my debts. I owe East, I mention this because I 
might some day want to refer to i. t .• --

Tuesday May 8�� 1849 
The weather Reeps delightfull,(sic) and I hear of no new cases 

of Cholera. Our passengers are nearly all gone out to the Camp and 
I think I shal 1 go otit t.o day but may not. t.j 11 t.o morrow. I be 1 ieve 
I have nothing further to communicate. Gi.ve my love to all, tell 
the children to recollect me often in their prayers and kiss them 
and especially our dear little Ida for me. I wish you now a 
farewell at least for a while, let. us trust in god, and he will 
protect us all. 

Your affectionate husband 
Andw Duhring 

I shall take every opportunity to let you hear from me, we might 
meet perhaps persons coming in to the States, and on such an 
occasion I shall write a few lines. 

The envelope is addressed to Mrs. A. Ouhring 
care of Mr. A. H. Menkens 

St. Louis 
Mo. 

Credit the JACKSON COUNTY lf1STOR1Cl\L SOCIETY LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
courthouse on the Square 
Independence, Mo. 64050 

Transcribed by Pauline s. Fowler, 10 March 1989 
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[Transcriber's comrent: Someone in whose charge this letter was at some tirre 
or other did everything one should t,O'f do to an original: 

They kept. the letter folded; 
They showed it often thus increasin1;{the pressure on the folds: 
They then mended the· torn - or about to be torn - folds with an 
irrproper tape which discolored; 
And finally, someone wrote in ink on the original letter n1os yrs old 1957." 

Indepen�ence May 1 st 1849 

Dearest Mary 

1 arrived here last night tn good health and spi.ri ts and find that. 

our train will not. Leave here ti 11 next. Sunday or Monday. the weather being 

cold windy and Dusty, indeed extremely disagreable. [sic] This place is very 

crowded, and accormoda ti ons bad. I have been however 1 ucky in get t.i ng a 

good bed, and under all circumstances am sat.isfied. On the Boat we had two 

cases of Chrlow (sic) and one died, on the Algoma who left. a day before us, 

and which we passed , 1 understand four have d.ied, here I understand few 

cases have occurred, and a great deal is talked about it. 

You rrust excuse me if I wd t.e but a few lines t.o day, 

crowd about me it is inpossible to wrjte 

Kiss our dear children for me and rerrenber me t.o all. 

love for yourself be in gcx:x:l spirits and believe me truly 

there is a 

Take my 

Your affect.i.onlilte husband 

And/w Duhri ng

Envelope addressed to Mrs. A. Duhr .t ng 
care of W. A. H. Menkens 

St. I.Duis 
Mo. 

******* 

Credi.t to JACKSON COUN1Y (00.) HIS'IDRICAL SOC!fil'Y LIBRARY & ARCHIVES 
Courthouse on the Square 
Independence, Mo. 64050 

Transcribed from the original letter by 
Pauline s. Fowler 
3122 Santa Fe_ Road 
Independence, f.k>. 64055 
io March 1989 

nt1P �nP nn 1 v 
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[Transcriber's comnent: Soneone tn whose charge thts letter was at some t.ine 
or other did everything one should tfJ'I' do to an original: 

They kept the letter foldedJ 
They showed it often thus tncrea�fng the pressure on the folds1 
11ley then mended the torn - or about to be torn - folds with an 
inproper tape Which dtscoloredJ 
And finally, soneone wrote in tnk on the original letter "108 yrs old 1957." 

Independence May 1st 1849 

Dearest Mary 

I arrived here last night in good health and spirits and find that 

our train will not I.eave here till next Sunday or tt>nday. the weather being 

cold windy am Dusty, indeed extrenely disagreable. [sic) 'Ibis place is very 

crc:Mded, and acca111odations bad. I have been ha,,,1ever lucky in getting a· 

good bed, and under all circumstances am satisfied. Q\ the Boat we had two 

cases of Chrlow [sic) and one dted, on the Algona who left a day before us, 

and which we passed, I Wlderstand four have died, here I understand few 

cases have occurred, am a great deal is talked about it. 

You nust excuse me if I write but a few lines to day, there is a 

er� about me it is inpossible to wrHe 

Kiss our dear children for ne and remenber ne to all. Take my 

love for yourself be in good spl rJts and believe ne truly 

Your affect.ionate husband 

AriJ/w Duhri ng

Envelope addressed to Mrs. A. Dlhring 
care of w. A. H. Menkens 

St. Louis 
t-b. 

******* 

Credi.t to JI\CKOCN O)UN'IY (f.O.) tlIS'IURlCAL SCCIEI"i LIBRARY & ARCHIVES 
Courthouse on the Square 
Independence, f.t). 64050 

Transcribed from the original letter by 
Pauline S. FCYwler 
3122 Santa Fe Road 
Independence,�. 64055 
10 March 1989 

One page only 
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ALS 

Varner, Allen 
Independence, Mo. 

to · 

Varner, Silas 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

April 29, 1849 

This will inform you that I am well at present and entertain a sin
cere regard for your welfare you doubtless entertain some uneasi
ness with regard to me on account of.the Cholera. & I think I should
do your feelings more injustice to say nothing about it than to state 
the £acts as they are. The cholera is here, but not as bad b�:?n 
represented to us before we reach ed here. we arrived within 6 miles 
or town Thursday. Fri<l:iy moved to within 1 tnile of town where we 
now are there is. a company froc, Mississippi encamped on the "Ppo-
si te sirt� of town of whom 2 wer-!! buried yesterday & another iDan from 
Chicago who had also ccce by way cf St. Louis the man who had come 
with him told me yesterday that 1they put up at a boarding hous� here 
where they atf'! :fre:::h �erk and that all the family t'1ere taken v,i th 
Diarr��a his fri�nd was taken soo n after sup?�r �nd lived till 
the secor.n morning 7 o'clock & he thought if medical aid had been 
called sooner would have recovered slight �ttacks were said to be very 
Hxxs common in Lexington thr0ugh which we passed a f�w days ago. & 
in which r f'�unct '\dam Reyburn & family he told ne t�1at it was 
doubtless the Chol�ra but in a very ;nil.J for.:i there only having 
b een 2 deaths in the plac� 1 a negro the other a boatsman it 
wu,u.J b� nothing curious if mr-x� were:: c;id� or dying th,m there are 
for of �ll places of dissipation I h!:\V� never seen the equal of 
lnctepend�nc�. I saw yesterday & today men lying en th<! pa�,�6-�nt 
perfectl}' lifeless to .ippearances from intoxication th�:e is at 
least a dozen bars which are all the time crowded with tapers. they 
keep up a continual jingle of glaszes you cant pass along the 
streets without hearing the clnnk of money in the upper rooms & the 
wrap or knuckles on the tables. & in passing alcng the streets this 
morning I Sci.W as man�; old cards thrown out by the side of 1 coffee 
hous� as would pave a room 10 feet square I have been inforIMed that 
numbe rs have lost all their money �nd are compelled to return home but 
£rom the ridiculous tc the Sublime. I was at  church this morning 
the :netthodist, heard g ood Iilus ic a feeling prayer & good sermon 
the ladies present with rew exceptions seemed to be votaries at the 
shrine of fashion for taste & '!legance of fashion · they are not to 
be surpassed i£ equaled hy any ,I ha·ve ev�r sc�n-. th� rage or the 
present time is changeable silk the color of a cove's neck with a 
large flowers or. the skirt a.white silk bonnet trimoed with 
Ostrich feathers er red a,1d blue artificials 'hung in clust�rs from 
tr.e ;iaint ribbons are generally suspended. th"se wilo cannot afford 
this attire c.ress variously �xcept that the josy is invariably worn 
by the young in the absence of a new dress. · generally white ,··.the 
men dress more for busine!:s th:in appearances but you will see several 
dandies with their kic gloves on while singing at the commencement 
of service the audience were w�ited on by two splendidly dress�d 
num with golden w�tch chains swi:1ging at their sides handsom withal, 
each carrying a sm�ll black velvet sack suspende� upon a plain fine 
stick· or sufficient lenath to reach the most distant in the pew. 



NOTE: According to a letter of historian Merrill Mattes, March 24, 1982, 

the original of the May 2 Varner letter is in the Huntinp;ton T,ihrRry, 

They have a facimilie of the April 29th letter which is credited to 

the Jackson County Historical Society. It is not known if the Huntington 

has either the originals or copies of the remaining letters. 

Credit should be given to the Hwitington Library when citing the May 2nd 

letter. Pe.nnission to cite must be given by the Huntington Library. 
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Varner, Allen, Let�ers to his family, 1849-51. 
Jackson County. His�orical Society,. :t....t
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[NOTE: This letter was only partially copied. We do hot have the rest.] 
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