Iy futher Hsrlow Chittenden Lhompson and his fumily
congisting of vife and three children spent toe iast thirty
yeurs of nis life in Santa Barbara, Califomia. vwhere he
died on sugust 14, 1915.

Eis esrly life being fully of hardships and privations his
health fuiled hiw early.  In spite of this hundicap we lived
comfortably anu usd & few of ise lusuries of life and happily
were éh-le to give hium every care and coafort possible durj-.ng
hig last years.

. We mever tircd listening to his talés_ of his pioneer
exéeri'ences and we thrilled vitn pride ovaf the initlative and
courage with which ne fuced & 1ife of hazard and strenuous
living.-
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ACROSS THE CONTINENT ON POOT IN 1859,

Preface,

The following account of my trip across the Plains
in 1859, and briefly_reiating some of my experiences during
the following seven years, while on the Pacific Coast, has
been written at the request of my daughter. Forty-three
years have passed since the trip was made but the old"Emigrant
Trail” incidents and experiences of fhe trip are as fresh
“in my mind as though the trip were of recent occurrence,
Should my descendents, or others, who find time to read
what I have written, derive one-half the pleasure therefrom
that I experienced in making the trip, I shall have been
well repsid for the time spent in preparing this little book,
Sincerely

Herlow Chittenden Thompson

e a2

The spring of 1659 foundme at Dundee, Illinois, ( the
place of my birth) where I had spent the winter. I was
twenty~two years of age, out of money, and saw no prospect of
employment. Like Miéawoer_I=Was waiting for something to
turn up. Por two years previous to this time,I had spent
fron £pril to November of each year with a party of Civil
Bngineers, makirg preliminary surveys throurh central Iowa
for the "Yowa Central Railroad Company”. The winters being
too cold for work, we usually scattered to our homes for
‘the ‘winter, expecting to resume work the. following spring.
But the long-to-be-remembered monéy parilc of 157 and Y58

had so unsettled the financial condition of the country -—-
that smch rajlroed werk under way had to be postponed or
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abandoned altogether, and the company for.wﬁom our party
had‘bcen working for two years, was no exception, and we
had been notified that there would be no resumption of
work in the spring. About March 20th, of the year referred
to,.i-met on the village street a young man ( an acquaint-
ence of mine) by the name of Williem Adams, who said, "Tomp,
come go to California with me,” Supposing he was jokiﬁg, I
sald, ™ All right, just let me know when you are reedy and I
will not keep you waiting."™ He then sald, "I am in earnest,
and expect to start in less than a month;" and then made the
following explanation: A men by the name of Charles Harvey,
who had formerly lived in Elgin { a town fourmiles south
on Fox river) and who had been living in California for nine
or ten years, had been spending the winter in Elgin, visiting
hls aged parents and_other_?elatives. He would, return to
California soon, taking a ba;d of loose cattle and some
horses, to stock a ranch that he and an older brother
(Obed Harvey, then living in galifornia) owned nearGalt
in the Sacrsmento Valley. Adams said Mr. Harvey wanted
the services of elght or nine reliable young fellows to
assist. in driving the loose stock and two ox teams that -
would be required, for which smervice he proposed to provide
one's board, also furnish good horse to ride, w;th saddle
and bridle. Adams sald he and several others in Elgin had
agreed to be of the party.

I said the proposition looked rather inviting to me

and if there was stlll an opening I would also mske one of

‘the party, . After a little talk then and there we deci&edﬁg

to go to Elgin the following morning and ascertain if £§e q;:r

party was complete and 1f not, see if I could arrange t6 g
along. ' _
We were off bright and early in the morning on horse
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back. We founé-ﬁpon.regching Elgin that Chas. Harvey
himself had left Elgiﬁ some time previons to our arrival,
and was then in central Illinols buying up his bamd of
cattle, having left matters rather in charge of a Nr. Seth
Sherwood, a brother-in<law who lived some ten miles southwest
of Elgin on a farm. The horses, ox wagons and ox teams
were at his farm and in his care, and he had agreed that
when Nr. Harvey was ready for a start he would take charge
of the party, and accompany us po where the cattle were being
purchased and collecbed., We mlso found at Elgin a younger
brother, Dr. Stoddard Harvey, who had come on from New
York City and was to be of the party. ' On the way west he had
married in Ohio a Miss Mary Reynolds, who was t¢ accompany
her husbsnd across the'plaih;. After meking my business
known, Dr. Stoddard éaid that the party was complete, and
that he saw no way for any one else to join at this late day.
We felt somewhat disappointed as we rode ‘home but tried to
believe in the saying that "Every thing cores to him who waits,”
which in this case.-seemed to be true, for on April 5th I
received 2 note from Dr., Stodderd Earvey, saying that one
upon whom they counted as being gf.the:party? had suddenly
changed hismind and had decided he did not care to undertake
the trip.  In his note he wished to know if I still felt
desirous of going and if so would I join the. party. He
also seid that they would be in ‘readiness to leave Elgin
the morning of the 14th of April. _

I answered his note at once sayihg I would join the party,
;:md wouid meet them on the-l4that~Elginc- I t}te'n"tcrld'my
relatives of my plans, They tried to persuade me to reconsider
the matter and give up the trip. I said but little but went
quietly ahead with prgparatioﬁs for the trip. In fact‘I
hed very 11tt1e to do_and nothing fp do with. Ny wardrobe

consisted of one ordinary coat, two pair ef "pepper and salt”

T
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twilled cotton trousera, two vests, four hickory shirts, two
or three suite of underwear, two grsy flsnnel overaﬁi;ta, one
pair woarse boots, ove soft hat, also some socks and,pg&kat
handkerchiefs, In addition to 1hie I took one pair blankets,
one light comfoffer and one old fusbioned tlue and white cotton
coverlet which comprised my bedding. Two of my older bréthorl
were living in Dundee at this time { Cornelius and Henry) The
former had crossed the plaine to Oregon in 1852._nnd he

realized more fully than I 4id what sort of & trip I was
undertaking, and what perhaps might be in store for me before
it was over. During my last week tefore lesving we tulged
much of the trip, and he gave me sSome gocd advise and also
88id he would like to drive me to Blgin the morming of the
l4th with his horse and carriage.  To thi§ I consented iustead
of going with sdsms ty train. The few remalning days paseed
quickly, &and almost before I realised the ract the last hend
had been shaken, the final good byes had been-said and I was
on my way to Elgin with my brother to join the party. .

Op the way my brotner questioned me some as to oy
finances and msekedme if I was sure I had what mobey I ‘was
1ikely to pneed on tne way. %o this I gave no direct answer,
but eajd I thought I was all right on that point. He Baid
he 4id pot think it prundent to carry much momey on oneim
pgerson, simply & reasonahlie amount for contingencies, perhaps
twenty-five or thirty dollare, snd take the balance in drafts
on Sap Francisco. I @aid I thought the suggestions were
good on that point and changed the subjecte. . Upoﬁ reaching
Elgin @y brother sugg:sted tbat before going to the“"Harvey
residence” we Pisit ‘the tank and obtain the drafts. I saw
that I was being cornered end frankly told him thut &l
the mondy I had was three dollara and forty cents. He was

staggered and shocked at the @tatement and could hardly believe
4.
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-me. He B8aid at once thnut i‘pbuld not thinklof going without
more money, and that he woula éeé if he could not arrauge for
fugda foé_ma'at the tank. I protested against an azgangement
of this kind as I d1d not wish to e under obligations to
anyo-n“c":“_ However we compromised by m-ccnsenting to t.ake
what change he happened to bhave in bis pocket. A4Lout

two dollna'ra and forty cente, I think, was the amount. I
know my totael was less than 8ix dollars.

We found upon resching the Harvey residence at 9 4.l,
that one of the wagons with four yoke of oxen amd a driver,
named Will Terreil. was in resdiness having been sent the
previous dey by Mr. Snerwood from the farm. This wagon was
to carry us and our telongings to St. Charles, eigit miles
below on the river wiaere Mr. Sherwood waa to Join us with the
otner ox teams and wugon, the saddle horses and sume of the
otner members of the pait&.l There was some delay in getting
sway tnut first morning, and while ve were waiting eeveral
of ua visited & picture gallery and had our pictures taken.

I have mine yet, taken Ioi'ty-two years ago. asbout 1l a.ld,
tne Zipal good byes were said at the Harvey household and
we were soon off, and on the way to Californis.

Upon leaving Elgin our party consisted of Dr. Stoddard
and his wife, MNisa Sarah Harvey. twentyone .years of age,
who was. & s8ister of Charles Haivey end the Dr. and was
going.to Californiam to visit relatives and make her home
with her brother; Will ademe, twenty-five years of age;
John-Pifieldy twentysfour. years. old;.. Jaal.Eurvey,..(a. couain).
twenty-iour years old; %ill Yerrill, twenty yearas of age,
and myaelf. twenty-two yeara'of aée."Abonx 2 P.l. we reached
St. Charles. Here we found }.{r. ‘Sherwood and other members of the
party as follows: Leouard Parker, twenty-five years old, who

was to do the cooking; Jimmy Hill, & toy of fifteen years,

5.




. -apd Willism Dade nicxnsmed Yorrick) .who waes atout twenty-

one. He was to drivo one of the ox teams with the wagon. which
was here also. There were here, tov, in cherge of lr. Sherwood,
the borses we were to ride - eight as fine trood mares as

he bad teen atle to btuy im nerthern illinois. Hb had also a
fine young stallion, three. years of age. whieh we oslled
Selig."rfu -

After a short stay in St. uhafiea, ¥e pushbed on and at
& Pl we madé our first camp on the bank of Pox river just
below the village of Geneva having made twelve miiles the first
dsy. - Ve had only cne tent twelve Zeet square end thmse oot
walls. This was soon pitched and & camp fire started and
supper Was being orepared. .after supper our cemp was vieited
by relatives of the Harveys, and we passed & very pleasant
eveninge. _

Be were up bright and early the next morning and, breakfast
-ove£, we made selection of our saddle horses and saddles for
.the trip. 1 éhose a piettx trown mare 6 years old; Adsms

selected a Borrel, while Jimmy Hill picked a tall rangy

bay mare. Joel Harféy and Jobn Fifield owned their own
riéiog snimals and had ridden them from Elgin. ~ Len Parker,
the cook, volunteered-to care for the young etallion during
the day. Billy Terrell msneged the ox wagon huving the
baggage, beddimg end provisione, while Bill Dede (Yorrick)
bad 6hargo of the other wagon in which the ladies rode

and which wae used 8211 the way to California a8 a bridal
chamber by the Dr. and- nis bride. We were soon on the move
apd found it easy work riding along and lesading s few extrs

horaea a8 this was all there was to do until we should"

nmch Captaiﬁ—ﬁhrvey—‘ir’wat gatnering his drove of cattle

aome 200 milea senth ofn:;- kiffﬁ .

It was a wet apring nnd we experienced ths uaual April z

min:
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weather, wind, rain, snow, hail and sunshine nnd:mud. mad !
‘On! such mud, deep, tlack, sticky mud, end one mnat.wallu-
through it to realise what 1t is. All streame were bank
full and bridges tadly out of repsir. Still we managed to
make fsirly good headwsy, sversging stout twenty miles per
day. After the f£irst day we had deoided to have at noob &
cold lunch only, end leaving the oxen attached to the wagone
we simply stopped ty the road side a few minutes for lunch &and
pushed 6n and camped early &t night. 4t this sesson of the
year we depended upon the farmers along the way for feed for
our animels night and morning. One day was similar to unother
except thut we saw new coumtry each duy. 4itout the aith day
out, an ircident occured which was very laughatle to all
except Dr. and perheps I should include his wife, who, for

& short time, was anxious and w.certsin as.to what might

te the result of the occurence. We had atopped by the road
side for lunch im front of s long, rambliﬁé farm house
situated upgn high ground. %The country in front of ue

sloped away gyuite & good deal for fully one-half mile. We
were lounging atout the wagon, no one being in it, although
the Dr. was standirg on the wagon tongue, his back to the
oxen, Our provision box wes 'acroes the front end of the
wagon ted, apd with the 1id turned back resting on & box
formed a sort of tarle. The Dr. was preparing for lunch, and
hag Bet out our tin piates.and filled them with cold pork and
baané'and ﬁaa slicing a loaf of bread, when all of a sudden

8 terrible commotion was heard tack of the house, and almdﬁiz
imisediately & large, lank, slab-sided porker came charging -
around the endof the bnilding'followed ty two fierce dogs. -~

The hog made & plunge throush'the rail fence, under the wagon

then under the oxem. The squealing of the hog end the Jelping
. 7. :
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of the dogs was frightful, avd quicker thad a flash away went
the oxen at & med rush taking the wagon &nd the dinnér, also
the Dr., who in his fright haa clutched the front bow to the
cﬁvgrgd.wagon, one hand on each side, with his back to the
oxén, shéufing_"Whon.' Whoa! Whoa!™ at the top of his voice.
He hed lost his hat, and as the team ran down the long
slope at a break-neck speed it gave him a territle éhaking.
while we thit were left behind were shaking guite &s hard with
lsughter. Two of ue were soon in the saddle and gave chase
after the runsways. After reaching the foot of the slépe~
and striking the up grade they began to veaken:for they were
well winded and we soon caught up and had them under control.
The Dr. got down from his perch, btadly shaken up snd
looking rather pale. 0f course we all laughed, tut
the Dr. declsred he could see nothing to laugh at. 3But
we uaunliy said it depended wholly upon the point of view.
On the &fternoon oi april 24th we reached Franklin
in Illinois, where we were mm£ ty Capt. Harvey, haeving made
the 200 miles in ten daye. He informed us thet he had
actout completed nis pﬁrchaae oz cattle, having 120 head of
Durham heifers in five or six different places, which must
be gotten together and branded, and then we were ready for
8 final start.
Our camp. st Franklin was on a farm acout one mile f£rom
the village where thgré-were some enclosed pasture fields
and some good corrals, and the owner of the farm nad hay féf our
atock... Two days were required to collect the Stock and get it

togetiner at this-farm. Two more days were used up in

_brending the locse animals. This branding was hareh treste

ment for the poor things and we were all glad when the job was

finished. Atout 25 or 30 animals were put in the corral at
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& time, then two men on horsetack with lariais entered &nd one
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caught the animel by the head or horms while the other
menaged to get the noose over uvne or both of the hind.

feet. Then with the lariat around the pommel or horn of

the saddle the horses would pull in opposite direotions, snd
a 1ittle-s£ruggling and straining of the animal would

bring bhim to the ground where he waé otliged to lie;until

a red hot brandirg iron from & fire outaside the corral was
banded in and applied leaving the letter or design turned
deeply into the flesh. When through with one lot they

were turned out and another lot run in and treated in the
same manner, and this repeated until all were branded. a&after
the hot irop wae applied some might not readily see how the
ropes were taken from the animal. It was eimple, however,

1@ teing always rem.ved from the horms first while the
aniuwel was 8still on his side, and before he could get onto
‘bis feet the party removing the rope would have ample time to
get out of danger, and the animal would at once rise up

and a very little strain upon the noose &round the feet
would looSen it 8o he could step eclear of it.

This Jjob of branding bging over there was nothing to
detain us, and ‘the morning of April 350th found us on the
move, Our course from Frapklin was southwest, Yorrick in the
lead with the wagon in which the ladiee rode. Bill Terrill
followed with the remaining wagon with but little in it as
yot, except our baggage and bedding, for it was thought
-test to depend nponffarm houmes and village stores found in
the country we were paasing through for our daily suppiles,
80 that we might carry as little load a8 possitle eepecislly
while the roads were 80 béd; Following the wagons came the band
of cattle in the rear of whizh wag the talance of the -
party oo horseback, except Parker with his colt, who-waa




sometines in front and sonetimes in the rear.

The second day after leaving Franklin, Uncle Seth
Sherwood tid us good bye and returaned to his home at
St. Charles. '

Botwithstanding the roads were still in & horrible
oondifion, we Qere havirg more fine'weaﬂkr,.and ap the
season advanced and we were farthber south_all the time

we began to notice a great change in the €ace of the

'country.' VYegetation of a1l kinds was 9pm1ng on rapidly;

trees were budding and soon everythinog was & béautiful
green. When we camped at night Parker &t once tegan
preparations for supper, while one or two gatnered fuel

for night and morning. Some looked &fter the horses, while
others pitched the tent ip which our beds were msde and
where we slept at hight, except Dr. Stoddard and wife

who 8lept in the wagon driven by Yorriok. Thie wagon

had & curtain across atout one-third of the way back from the
trqnt, in the rear of which was the bedroom at night, &nd
& dressing room for the ladies during the day. In the tent
we usually paired off, two of us putting our bedding
together in order to get more out of it, one cormer being
reserved for and occupied by Miss Sarah Harvey. The drove

of cattle soon btecame sccustomed td following the iagons.

and once on- the move, expecially ip plessant weather, we rhally

enjoyed every minute of the time. Every day was something
new to us - yew country, new towns and villages and new
people. , |

We sooh reached the Illinois river at the town of
Naples. We found the country under water for over
three milea, and it took nearly ihe entire day to get
a&ross on & ferry toat worked by four horsses treading on

sn apron in a cage which worked some paddles underneath
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the boat. It was necessary to mske three trips fé get us .
&1l over - two trips for the loose stock and one for the
wagons with the ox teama-and the saddle horses. Our
course was. 8till southwest until we reached the Missiseippi
river, which we crossed on & ferry toat at the town of
Hannibal.

We were now in Hiaaburi..anﬁ'immediately began teo
realise that we were in Dixie land. It was a rare thing
to see & colored person in morthern Illinmois where moat of
us had lived; dbut here in Miséouri, it being a slave state,
they seemed to be everywhere - 81l ages, all siszes and all -
shades of color. We.saw iarge plantations with the darkey
quarters and the darkies at work in the fields, all of which

was interesting to us and sometimes very amusing. We pusaed

‘through much fertile country iv Lissouri, rich bottom lunds,

then pernaps a long Btretch of rolling country'with ssndy

loam. Next would be a fine belt of beautiful timber lamd all
well watered. The weuther was now warm and pleagant and
feed was plentiful. Our atock was now living upon what

they found by the rosd side. This teing the case it was
pecesssry that there should be a guard over them at night,
not that we feared thelr teing etolen, &8s yet, but

simply to keep them fvom teocoming scattered during the
night.

In;afranging for guard du£y. it seemed to be taken for
granted that Captuain éhan.Héfvay sﬁoulﬁ bc-cxompt irom;:é
such duty becuuse he wes Captsin, and for some reasomn
Dr. Stoddsrd was s81so looked upon ae being exempt, I hardly
know why upless it was that he was & groom. Lem = -

Parker was also exempt a8 his duties as cook called hii

up early and oftemtimes he was tusy uotil laete. We

paired off for guard duties, 4adams and myaelt'slanding
1.




one night, Fifield apd Joel Harvey the second night, Terrell

apd Jimmy Hill the third night, while Yorriok bame in as

Bubetitute, and looked out for the stock from tie time we

camped uptil dusk. Under this arrangomenf we were op guard

ovei-y third night, something like this: Whep 11 was Sbe

night for .so.m and myse.lf,‘ he would edand until 1 .a.M. tnen
awaken me and I.would be responsidble for the stock until

daylight or until breskfast time. ZIhe pext time it came

our turn I would be on duty the first helf of the night

and he the last hslf, and the other partneres followed thias

plan also. Zhis guard duty was far from being plessant,
expec'ially after leaving the frontier. .It was of course
necessary to camp where there was water and st such spots

the fee‘d'waa hanal],y gone, soionc muset let the Btook range |
off half a mile or perhaps & mile from camp in order to 7‘
get sufficient feed. A1) one could 20 was to circle round '
them quietly and eee that they did not @soatter or lesd

off, with an eye out always for Indians. Sometiues the

|
. |
mosquitom were 80 bad it was almost impossidble to conmtrol |
the cattle at all. 'Jz.mt mgme yourself off half a mile
or more from the camp, & nmight when there was no moon snd
perhaps & thunder sterm npproachiné. With the thunder
crashing peal on peal, occssionally a flash of lightning would -
ensktle you to see the stock and also to get & glimpse of
some waving tush or clump oF weeds, which in your -imaginstion
resembled lndians, or made ydu think pe;ﬁspn “indiens were _
concealed btack of them and simply waiting to put ap aizuﬁ. -
into you, take you scalp spd thmn make off with aﬁ' the stook
and no one aware of it until the morning osme. In ‘addition
t.o. fhis. iwny to the right might be heard the dismal nowl i
of some hungry prairie wolva;. while cerhaps in the opposite
direotion would be hesrd the infernsl yeipi.ng and harking of
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& pack of aiserable o&yct?n.- I bave.ottanthopght of it
since and renll:eﬁ the risks and chances we took a8 regards
the Indiasps and can readily see how easy it would have been
for them to have exterminated all of us and taken our
entire ocutfit. 4nd 1 assure &ou thtt'when-atanding guard,
with the help of a mntch you eaw by your watch that your
time was up and th_t your pete must come and relieve you,
it wes & comfortatle feelins indeed to crawl under the

blanzete after routing your partner out - to lmow it

_would be three days before your time came again.

.we
a day or two's drive hefore,reucned Grand Biver, & stream

oi consideratle importanoe, we heard rumors 8everal times
that the etresm was very high and difficult to cross. We
Zound upor reaching it that the reports were true. Ihe

riie; Proper was from'aevehty-fivo to one hundred feet in
width, tut it was out of its banks and had the appearancé_éf
a stream i1hree or fou;.ﬁundrea feet wide. . Arout sixty

ieet of the hridge was visitle in the oenter some two feet
atove the uurfaoe while the approach from either Bide for

one bhundred and fifty feet was under water. Upon approaching

the tridge on horsetack we found some ten feet of the

" planking entirely gone. After eome consultation we decided

toawin the horsea and cnttle across, and then turn our
nttention to the wagona._ Phis teing decided upon we at
once forced the stock into the water some two hundred feet

nhovo-the hridse.' The cattle all ewam acrogs in good ahape,

" also the horses with the exception of the bay mare ridden

by Jimmie Hidl, who, &8 she reached the opposite side of
the chunoel becass foul or fast in a ciump §f willaws; the

top of which could bé‘ceen‘swiahiné on the surface. - There was
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some excitement and anxiety as she struggled to free herself,
but seemed quite wnatle to mccomplish it. She kept this

up for aome_minutes.'snd we could see she was losing strength
ana feared she might be drowned, when t0 our surprise we

eaw Jinny & little &tove us, perfectly nude. He at once
plunged in and swan diagonslly down the stream headihg for

his horse. He was a good ewimmer znd reached her in safety,
and grhsping ner long tail as it floated upon the surface,

a few sharp pulls freed her from the willowsnand she swanm

at once to the dry land, Jimmy blinging to0 her tail. Ve

then turned our -attention to getting the wagons across. This |

we did by band. Working them up to’'the break in the bridge,

we laid some planks end-wise where the opening was and
carefully worked them over, then across the remsining portion
of the bridge, aund so on through the water to dry land upon
the opposite side. The crossing of this strcam oconsumed a full
half day, end was a very hard, wet and unpleasant experience,
and we a&ll felt thankful when we were on the way again.

e soon iegah to count the days until we should reach
the Missouri river at Leavenworth City located on the Kansas
Bide of the river, and at which point we expected to cross it.
Atout five or six days before reaching the river an
incident occurred that stirred us up some but caused us no

delay. For some reason ( thut I cannot recall mow) Yorriek

was to be on gusrd the last half of the night. ' We were camped

along the 8ide of & small creek, fringed with tushes and‘willowa,?

with a long stretch of prairie on either side as far as the
eye could reach. We all went to ted as ususl and
Yorrick went .on watch at 1 o'cipék'in the morning. $arker

wag up early &8 usual and when breakfast was ;;11 aNder waw

he routed some of us out 8aying, the ocattle seemed to be
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acatf;réd a good desl and that he had seen nothing of
Yorrick. We at once turned out, thinking that he had
probalbly curled down behind some .clump of willows and
had fallen asleep. One or two cirdled around the stoak
and bi'ought them more toge{her. while others of us went
up and down the creek, hallooing and shouting to waken
him up, tut 8ll in vain for we could not find him,
Ireakfast was waiting, and, as we were eating, it
ooourred to some of ue to examine the baggage wagone.
Upor investigation we found that his bedding and car}et-
sack, that contained all his belongings had disappeared
also. It wes easy to understand thet he had deserted us
for good and probstly taken the back tracks. We never saw
or heard of him afterwarde. -

One of the ox wagons was now ¥ithout & driver, and
it so bhappened that I had had much .eXperience with ox
teamp in breaking Illinois prajrie, and knew gerfeotly
well how to handle them. captn-m fnrvoy kmowing this
requested me to take charge of the team and wagon until
Leavenworth wes reached, when he would meké other &rrangementa.
Under the sircumstances I counld not well refuse and complied
with hi® request, although I much preferred being in the
saddle behind the drove with the hoys. Yorrick was very
profane and if things did not move to Buithim would éurao
and swear shamefully, and was at times surly and very
cruel to the oxen, lashing them wiwercifully. . Under tnsse
dircumstancea ané conditions I need hardly say that the
ladile's were much pleased &t the change of drivers. 4tout the
26th of May we reached the liissouri river and were at ozoe

ferried across to Leavenworth. We msde our camp about a

. mile and & half to the west of the town in & beautiful spot.

—_—

_ The weather was perfection. JIt was here that our wagons were
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to be loaded and our supplies laid in for the trip scross
the plains.

Everything was 1life ‘and’ bustile here; many of the
supplies used at Fort Zearney, FPort Laramie and Salt lake
City were. ffei‘snted from thie point. Steamers were coming
end going, unloading Bupplies, while any amount of wagon tz:-a:ml
were loading for these Forts and Salt I.ako. 4 wagon trein
usually esonsisted aof from £ifty to aeventy-five wagons,
having five, six and seven yoke of oxen to the wagon. BRach
train being in cherge of one man imown 28 "The Wagon Master®,
geveral traine going together, ususlly accompanied by a
company of soldiers as a protection against Indians. It was
here &leo thut & large portion of the emigrufts fitted out
and laid in theilr supplies for the trip. Pour daye were
consumed in loading our wagonse, selecting the provisions,
etc. Ourl_supplies consisted mostly of flour, hakmg powder,
tecon, beans, dried apples, rice, coffes and brown sugar,
hard tack, salt and pepper. Kost of the provision.
wag put into the rear wagon, while some of the Laggsge and
bedding were in the front wagon. Our proviaion box wae also
in thé front end of this wagon, which made & good seat for
tvo, allowing their feet to hang down outside. Hore we met
8D old man atout sxxty years of age, by the name of Castle
and with him wad his son fifteen years of age. They hsd
gotten 80 far or the road to California, funds bad given
out and they were anxious to get in with some train and

.workgthemn’alvea through. - They beggedkr. Harvey to take
TR e :

them nlong promiging to sssist in any and all wayse.

Ont o.f. pure kindheartedness he consonted to0 do B6, whersby
4’ L3 I xt

two more were added to tne party. While here Dr. "stoddnrll"

Belected & small stock of drnga. such as in his judgment
16.
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The offer was temﬁting to me for it put me well on my way
to California with two hundred doliars in my pooket, but

having acceptsd Mr. Harvey's proposition I felt morally tound

to atand by it. - : o i

Oné course was now northwest, hqﬁding for Port Xearmey
some twolhundred and eighty miles distant. liothing could
be more beantiful to the eye than was the surface of the
country in Xansas a8 we passed through it. The entire
couniry was 8 sea of waving grass and wild flowere of all
kinds.and colors, and the lovely June days are indescribable.
Having an extra horse or two and a side saddle, liss Sarah
was sometimes in the saddle behind the drove, and sometimes -
in the lead with her brother, or perbaps in the wason reading.
The darveys were &ll musical, uzhe Captain played fﬂe fiute
nicely, while the Doctor sad a fine bass voice. 4he girls
also had good ¥oices, and Bcarcely &n evening passed thst
we did not bave some music.

It was decided upon leaving.beavenworth that we would
rest &n hour or two at noon 1l we found feed and water at
suitatle pluces, if not we would push om and camp early at
nlght. JYay ip and day out our diet Beemed to be stout the
seme. We had @ small sheetiron stove with an oven &nd a 1id
op top. With this our tread was taked &nd our bacon fried.
Por breakfast we usually had hot bdresd, tacon and coffee, also
what was cslled "dope” used with our bread in the place of
gravy or butter. Parker used to make it by browning some flouxr
in the tacon fat and then add water and flour to thicken
it, having it acout as thick as aeavy paste. Uur supper
was usually the same with persspe the addition of apple -
sauce or boiled rice and someti.es cold beens. 4t noon we

always hsd cold tread and. cold beuns. Beasoned with & tit of
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bacon and perhaps some apple sauce br hard téék, these
articles having bsen prepared by Parker;fhe evening orevious,
as no cooking was done at noon time. Talk atout good living.
snd appetising food! " XNo one, unless he has passed through
such an experienée, can imsgine how good that food tTasted
and how we énjoyed:;ty ~ The amount we seemed to get out

side of was simply amaging. Mo indigestion, no discomfort
tut always ready for the next meal. ZParker always claimed it
wa8 owing to his imowledge of coohing.: Later on we
occasionally had & Jack ratbit or a sage hen, which the

shotgun enatled us to get. OFf courss it was enjoyed as &

.change; still the sage hen# ususlly tasted so étronsly of

the wild sage upon which-they lived that we soon tired of
toen and much preferred a few slices of bacon. - .

About one hundred and seventy-five miles from -
Leavenworth we entered the terrztory of Bebraaka. atill
keading northwest, excepting to strike ‘the Platte river
not far from Fort Kearney. i8 we approachked the Platte

ri;ef—we saw something of the Pony Express riders, also the

‘overland stages. The Pony Express nad been put on tnat

apring as &n experiment, those in charge claiming thst the
distance from Sacramento, California, to Omaha could be .

mede with a light letter mail and iiportant dispatches in

ten days time. <hink of it}§ Iiearly two thousand miles te
te covered in two hundred and forty hours. .

It was intcresting to see thoee‘;iry.‘darihg fellows
ride. You would see them away 1n.thefﬁistaqéa & mere @peck,
but on they came, rushing like the wind, etopping for

nothing except to mount a fresh horse and perhapa swallow a

—-—-_..__._______

—_—
—_—

oup of coffee. Their horses were natives of the plaina, small

in eize and very hardy.. The riders vere-otwelight bnila.
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weighing less thar one hundred pounde, thinly clad, with
hat often hanging down their backs; ‘with tright colored handker-
chieXs tied around their foreheads; belts around their wébts,

and their package of letters fastened to the saddle tree
behind. A8 they came upon you like a flash, with & yell

”"orrﬁheery laugh, pasaing you at full speed, one could not

belp admiring them.

The overland stage wae an older enterprise, and carried
the maii for Uncle Sem ﬁnd passengers when there were any to
carry. Prom what we saw I should say there was but little
passSenger business. The ride was too long and tiresome and
people feared the Indians. ‘Thgso stages were four-wheeled
vehicles with two nenté inside, facing each other iith
seating capacity for three. The mail puuches were piled on the

bottom in between the seats. 4he Wugon was covered, and what

.18 known as & "thorough-braced wagon". It was drawn by four

good mules. The driver's sest was outside, consideratly -
higher than those inside. 4ccompanying each coach was a

map riding a mulé. called "the whipper". Whgn upor the

level plains thé team alweys went at full gallop, the

whipoer riding by their side plying & blacksnake whip almost
constantly.

%hile the;_wgre willing to take mail from the emigrants,
théi iduld not stop oi'slack up &t all. The mail must be
@securely tied in a enug package, and when ¥e saw the stage coming
gome one must be in readiness op horeseback and gallpping by‘
hie side pass the package to the whipper. Oftentiues they would
pase our camp at night with a rush, the whipper cursing the mules
and plying the whip. &t the same time. It wae & wild rough
sort of & life, but all very interesting to us. We also

met in Nebrasks & lsrge numter of covered w.gons who had
—20 '




doined in the grand rush to Pike's Peak that spring, but
who had eilther become ﬂiscouragbod or satisfied there was
notaing in the reports and were returngng to the states
disgusted and declaring it tobe a great humbﬁg.: The
covered wagons were often 6§vered iith inseriptions. 3ome
when starting had put on th¢ side, "Pikes Pe.ak or ﬁuat.'
tut on returning back had said underneath, "Busted Wide
Open®™. 4nother said, "Pike's Peak in a Horn," and snother
said, "Can You see the Color in Yy Eye?" end, "Oh, Why did
I Leave Molly and the Baby!® eto, etc. It was atout this
time we eaw antelope for the first tie; They were very
fleet and graceful to look st. At first we thought they
were young deer, and were trying to encircle them, hoping
to get one with the shotgun. But they seemed to be onte
‘our little game, and were off liks the wind to sone ridge
or elevated spot, where they would stop and look &8

_ long &8 we were ip sight.

Soon after entering Netracka we were overtaken ty
two brothers by the name of Bryant, usually called the
Bryant boys. %hey had a nice covered wagon drawn by &
peir of horses snd a pair of mules. ¥ith them wae & Germap
riding his own horse, his tlanzets and baggage being
hauled ty the Bryante, who were boarding him also under
_some mgreement entered into upon leaving the froutier.

I speak of this circumstance nere &8 I Bhall have occasion
t0 refer to them again. Every day brogght us nearer Fort
‘Eearney, and when atout thirty miles from the Fort a
misfortune tefell us that materdally affected us the
balance of our Jourmey.

A few days prior £6_ this time I had potified Capt.

Harvey thut upon reaching Fort Kearney I ehould expect to _
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be relieved of the ox team and aykin have By horee and
saddle. The girls, however, were anxious to0 huve matters

and drivers remain as they were, When distant some
thirty_mileafff:g:Fort we orossed & pretty stream of water
about three o'clock in the.afternoon. Upon the opposite
giﬂe. up to our right, we we approach, we notioced & habitation
of some sort, near which & man stood looking &i us. As

we orossed the stream he came down to the ford and seemed
pleased to have sBome one to talk with. He told us that this
was an overland étage gtation; thut he was in the employ of
the compsny, locking after stock that might occasionally

be left with him, aleo furnished meals, he said, for the
drivers or pasSengers. The house was of p?nirio sod and
dried mud. The walls were atout twelve inches thiok,

which rose sbove the surface atout three feet. It hed

been dug out under the entire building some four feet in
depth, 20 that more than half of it was Telow the surfaocs.
You went down several steps from the outside to enter.

The roof was rather flat, made first of a layer of poles,
then willows, then a covering of prairie grass and fimally
81l covered with six‘inches of earth. We made ingquiry as to
go0d camping places ahead, particnlafly atout water. He said
we were atout thirty miles from Fort XKearney, and thare was
no more water except om about seven miles, tpere were Bsome
water holes containing water which answered very well for stock
toet not very good for drinking, although many made use of it.
A8 it was éarly to camp, we thought best to move on and
u‘qgmpfat‘thtsa“Wﬁtﬁr“Haiaai Wé had in our wagom two kegs
Lblding five and ten gallons each, which had been brought
along to carry water in case of emergency. We then bid

our frimnd good bye and pushed on arriving at the water holes
atout five o'clock where we ﬁaﬂé our camp for the night, the
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iryant boys camping with us. It was our custom when

camping at night to turn all the horses loose with picket
ropes trailing, éxcepf the'mre-that Adamﬁ rodﬁ. who was
molinéd to lead off. She was always picketed at onoce. The
stallion was also pi@keted. The others were gathered up at
dusk snd staked out. VWhen the tent was up it waa our

custom to remove the provision box from the wagon, placing

it ueuslly in the from of .‘_t.ha tent. Then with ‘the' lia
thrown back reeting on a box and with a board placei. over,
the opening in the box a table was formed, three feet by
three and ahalf. Sitting,ahont this, some &t the tatle and
gome on the gx;ound, our meale were Berwed, and enjoyed bty all.
4t this camp our aupper was late and when through we

noticed the loose horses were out of sight. The water

holes referred to were in a winding gulch 'extending abowe
and below us, and were _sunken places aix, eight and ten

feet long, the water being atout two feet deep. The land
raised a good deal either side of the gulch. ¥e at once went
up on thie "mesa" or tsble-land, supposing the horses had

likely worked up there &nd gotten out of sight while we

were at supper. But to our aur_prise they were nowhere

in sight. We burriedly made up and down the guleh,
¥eoling sure of finding them. Ve followedup'snd'down from
the csmp over a mile, but saw no ‘horses, nor tracks of
any kind. Dusk was upon us, and thére was but little we
could do wntil daylight. Still we lighted a lantern we

'-had. a:nd rajting the wagon tongne-to-which- wmm
one of tha long whip stocks, we fastemed it &t the- top

to serve &8 & beacon that we might be atle to locate the
camp. 4nd some of us were roaming in all directions until
two o'clock in the morning, tut all to no avail. Afeer a

little sleep we were astir by daylight. '."'he Bryant boys
Y, =~ BB,




kingly offering their horses und mmles to ride in sesrch of our
own., DPete, the vYerman, who was with them, did the same.

‘These with Lsdamg' animal gave us six riding animals. We rode
in aifferent directions, two riding together. Pifield and
myself, riding the mules, went back over the route we had
come for nearly twenty miles. 48 we passed fﬁé'“stago_station'
we made 1nqﬁiry of the man in charge, whom we had met the
day before. But he could give us no infoﬁmafinn. saying that
if the stock passed it must have been in the night and of
courge he would n& 8ee them. Upon all retu:pins to camp
stout sundown, without ithe .east trace of the animals, 1t
looked serious indeed. The Becond day we rode in different
directions, north,"aouth. east and west - in fact averywuere.
but with the same result.

Dmring the Gay, however, when fifield and myself were
some twelve miles north of camp, we cume &Ero88 an old
gontlemen past sixty, riding s mule. He said his train
was in camp some twenmty miles west of Fort Kearnmey, at
which point three days before, his animals had either
strayed away or had been stolen. He said he must return
to camp that night, as the balance of the tr=in had become
impatient and would wait no'longer. He deseribed his lost
stdcﬁ'%o us as follows: .- One Amgican "swayback"™ horse; one
Indisn pony, and one mule, ull broken to barness or ssddle,
giviﬁg ug the brand on eaéﬁ, and_said, in searching for ours,
if we chanoed to find his animals and could get them to him - —
he would gladly  pay ue forty dollars. Without them he
waé dependént upon thésa'o:'fne train,.with whpé he wap
traveling. .5he third day #if1e1d and I remaipe@min'cﬁmg forx
rost. 4nd a8 the different ones returned at night with no
favoraltle news, it lookéd bine indeed.

The water was miserable and not f£it to use, &8nd we

could see th-t the Bryant boyd felt anxious to be on the move.
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2 After some consultution it was decided to spend one more

'-duy 1n tha search and if unaucaesafnl to giva it wup, und

'-go shesd. on foot. - This last day capt. Harvey made for

the Fﬁrf-;quee if he could interest the officers .im our
bshalf,riFifiéih and myself, on the mules,took & southeast
course coming to the creek on which the stage station was
located some ten or twelve miles from camp, snd probakly
stout the same distance below the station end the point
where we had first forded the strean.

We now followed up the creek reaching thé station at
1 o'clock. The man seemed glad to Bee us and seemed surprised
thsat we had not found our horses. Xe invited ns tﬁ have some
dinner, and mada,coffee, !ried some tacon and with hresd we
mede a fair meel. Ve made inguiry of him c;ncern;ng ths
animals lost by the old man. whonm we had met, giving him
a full snd mionute description of the amimals, tut he said

“he had seen nothing of them. sfter an hour's rest, we saddled

our mules intending to return to camp. When atout ready
to start, we asked what the course of the creek was aLove us,
and he ®aid it bore off to the west conéidaf;blytrrl then -
proposed to fifield, as we nad ample fime, thét we follow
up the creek a few miles, then strike south to our camp.
Our friend at once said it would be tine thrown away &85 he
had teen up the creek that mornihg sever:l miles in hoping to
get a shot at antelope, and if theré hgd been any stock along
ﬁhe stream he would have Been it, Upon the strength of this
statement, we gave it up, tid him good bye and started.for
eamp, ;

When perhaps one-half milé from*fie siéfion Isaid I

8111l felt like going up tha creek and Fifield readily agreed

to go. Ve bora Bharply to toe right and atruck the oreek
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'-ahont half A mil& scove the station, following up perhaps another
half'milﬁ.' We BaW acrosa the areek to our right suomt one
hundred rods from us in a small gulch tnree animals. Ve sav
at ouce that one was & mule, while one of the others was
large and onme small, We at once ooncluded we had found the old
man'e animals. ~fter some difficnlty we got down the
steep tank snd mcross the ereek, and were zt.oﬁce with the
animals. But Aumgine o;r'énEPriaa to find the lurge horse
and the mule picketed with ropes, while the pony was loose
although a rope tr=iled from his nec}. Phe brapds on esch
animsl were exnctly as given us by the o0ld man. also the,
large horse had the hollow back. So in our minde there was
no guesticn aB to the ownership, néither was there any .
doubt in our minde as to who put them there. ¥e could of

course pave taken trem t0 our camp without passing the

statihh. but we thought best 1o pgsa it and interview our
friand just a little bit.

' we ware soo0n moving dawn the stream, Fifield leading

the horse.and pony while I followed with the mule. The

man discovered us before we reached the ford anﬁ nee tnele

to meet us. He at ouce uaxed waat we viere dnlng w:th hisg -
atocx. 4nd as we talxed-we rnde up to the "dngout“ or station.
We told him the stock telonged to tne old man beyonﬂ a doubt,
while he claimed thht‘itlﬁsloﬁgadrfofthe Lsil Compuny and had
been left in his charge tﬁa'evaning béféfe. Esying ne was_
responsihle for it and could not consent to our taking it
mway. We ;axed hzm hom it - was whan not two hours hefora

we had desurlhed this stock he had aaid he had aaen nothing
of the kind, also thal- there were no nnimals up the creek.
“Hesaid it slipped nis memory havlng only had charge of it

"~ane niggj.. Ee rad some sbarp words ovgr - it, during which- - -




he forgot his former statement and ssid he had been
6aringof6r these animals for ten daye and no "damed"
emigrante were going to take them away. . Sayiné this
he_hﬁstily #ent:down the stepa into the dug out.: Fifield
&nd I both wors gray flennel overshirts, hangiﬁg,lcosa
outside In place of costs., Under these shirts wch
our belts, in each of which was six shooter. I had
borrowed idsms’, while £ifield had one belonging to tie
Byrant toys. ﬁe st onoce drew our pistols and aswaited
results. EHe soon reappeared, huving a sixshooter &lso.
With him was apother man, & tough looking chap. You
can imsagine our surprise, Ifor we had seen no one zbout the
gtation and ne had apoken of livihg there entirely alone.
This second man-. mst have been hiding away in some place
and unnoticed by us when we ate dinner. Our friend seemed _
to wegken at conce whern he saw that we were armed a&nd ready
for'him. and wanted to talk the maiter over, eaying
he expected scme of tie officials of the compuny along
any day and they would vouch for his charascter, ete. We
toldhim thut we kKnew, and that ne knew, that the stock
dié pot belong to the Uail Comsany, and we proposed to take
it to the rightful owner. after s little more warm
-tﬁlk_w;e started for camp, Fifield in the lead, myself
followirng with the mule, but Btii; keeping &an eye on our
friend until ont of his range.’ J

We reached cump as the sum was-goingrdown;'iery tiréﬂ.
-A8 we cure in Bight, a great shout went up from those in
camp a8 they noticed the extrs snimalas, supposing we
had iound some of our horses. UﬁSn relating our
experience of the day there was much excitement and lotms

of talk. Captain Harvey returned from Port Kearney sbout

an hour after our arrival. He received mo engoursgement
' 27 ’
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from theoff'it;e;'s_ there. They ‘8a1d more thnﬁf J.ﬁiely‘ we -
hai been‘f;ilowed from Leavenworth by "border ruffisns® on
purpose to run off thut band of horses wpon the first
opportunity thut pi-esenta!l itself.

' Zhe Captain upon hearing our experience was ‘yery
wrathy, suying there was no doubt in kis mind tut thet.
the fellow at the station nad something to do with the
disappesrance of our horaes." and orobsbly lmew just
where they were. «nd he swore he would visit him in the
morning, and unless he would make full confession he would
string him up higher than Gilroy‘®s kite.

We all went to ted somewhat excited, apd were up early
in the morning. Ihe Captuin was still firm in his
determin.tion to hang the man unless he would tell where
the horses wers.

The Bryant Boys consented to wait another half day
in order to see the outcome of tine matter. M“hile we
were at breakfsst a terrible storm came sweeping down
the Plaite valley, accompanied Ly heavy thunder and
sharp lightning, also & terrific wind, while the rain
fell in torremts. Our tent was blown flat in spite of
u8 and everything inside of it was drenched. It wae of
short duration, and in less thsn thirty minutes the sun
was shining brightly. We stretched ropes from oné wagon
to amother and soon had our bedd:ing- out to dry, end ready
to start for the mail'"‘statio;n. "By preesing the colt into
service and counting the animals of Bryant Yrothers and
the Dutchmen's horse and Adams® mare we had seven 411
teld and that many rodé"-fl;ﬁck, the balanee remaining at

_the camp. The Captain, Bryent boys, Joel Harvey, John

‘Pifield, 5111 Terrell and myself were of the party

28,
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5oing baock.
We re.ched the dug out between eight and nine and

found both men there. dnrvey at onoe made our business
known, apnd told him thut he wus satisfied from the
experience with him of the previous day that he knew where
our horses were, also thit ha felt sure thut he had much

to do with their dissppearsnce. Uf course the man'proteated
strongly and denied all such charzes and ’declarod he was
entirely innocent. after a little moro,félk. the Captain
told his that he would give him just two minutes to make

8 confession, and thut if he did not do so he would hang
him to the limb of & és}nbhyrtree Just at one corner of the
dug oﬁt. r'ia were in a circle kneeling and sitting on

the grase, the Captain with watch in hand counting the
secund. the two minutes passed., Our friend s=id he had
nothing to @ay. Harvey had e lariet coiled in his hand, he
gave it one or two sﬁinga over his head and Benf it curling
through the &ir, the noose fslling sbout the neck of the
man. With one quick pull, or jerk the man was on his faoce.
'Harvey had the rope over his shoulder going rapidly

towards the tree. ' The man managed to scramble to his feet
and follow after. At the tree the rope was thrown over

& 1limd some ten feet from the ground, the men’s hands tied
behind his back. Burvey at once thres his waight on the
Tope and called for help to pull him up. Joel Harvey and
Pifield having lost their own horses, oaught the Tope

also s&nd in an instant the man uaa_ﬂansling in the mir, his
feet some two feet from the grouna. He straggled.
struggled and kicked and soom his race hegan‘to turn a

LY o
1ivid purple. Bloody froth came Irom hie mouth. ot thia

stage he was lowered to the ground. He was limp as a rag
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and seemed unconscious. Some water was applied to his
Zace, and we raised him pertislly up and soon Le showed
signs of coneclousness, and was able to talk in a
ramtling sort of menner; part of the time praying to

God and then talking to his mother. In ten or fifteen
minutes he seemed rationsl and Harvey asked him if he
was. ready to tell where the horses were. He still
declared thut he Ikmew nothing atout them. Harvey told
him that he telieved him to be & thief and & Liar and that
‘he would gi;e him just thirty seconds in which to maks a
confession, and if he did not he would go up for good.
The men said out 1little but lcoked pitiful indeed.

His friend had not said & word or protested in any way
whatever. ihe thirty seconds passed, and the man wae
swinging in the air sgain. He was kept up 1onger then
before. Some of us finally told Harvey that unless he
intended to take the man's life he must be let. down at
once, which was done, and for some minutes it was nard
to tell whether he was alive or desd. He finally showed
eigns of life, and in half an hour would talk some but
seemed far from himeelf.

: kfier & short time, feeling thut he would soon be all
right, we returned to camp with the.feeling thuat if the
men was innocent he had had very harsh and unfair treatment
from us, and on the other hand if he ware guilty he was
certainly grit to the core. s

We reached our camp by noon; ate a hasty 1unch, and :
wWere @oom on ths move, glad to get away from that unp;ealnnt\
.8pot and those miserahla water holes. About 6 o'clock
P.l. we left the rosd, ﬂearing‘north a mile or more.

We struck a bend of the Platte river, where wWe WeTe 800D
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settled for the'niéht'und trying to muke the best of a

bad Job.' To eay nothing of what the-loe®s of the horagl
meant to us boy;,_it waB & money loss to caftaih Hhi;ey

of nearly two thousand dollars. True ‘we had the three
enimals we ned taken, but there was mo telling how soon

we might ov;r{nkg-tﬂe owner. - 4nd they were sorry looking
beasts compared to those we lost. liow that our horses were
gone, it lvosed to me as though driving the ox team might
be fuiij as pleasant as tramping behind the tenufl of cattle.
ind while :tfihis-camphthe matlier wae dipoussed, with

“the following result. EBach wagon to te managed by two,

the remaining four to look after the drove. Mr. Gﬁstls

apd Bill Terrell were to menage one wagon while Fifield and

I were to manage the one I had been driving, Joel Harvey,

Adams, Jirmy Hill and Orin Castle driving the loose stock.
Upder this arrangement-Fitiald~an§ 1 egreed to drive from
noon one dasy untik noon the mext, thus being or duty btut
balf the time.

Pulling vack to the main road in the morning, we
were soon passing Fort Kearney, which we left a mile or
more to our right, making -camp that yight some ten
miles west of tne Fort, on the bank éf fhe.rlatta_;;ver.
We had some anxiety for suvme days, thinking that the
treatment given the msn &t the dug out might perhaps
cause us delay or trouble,_fearing_thut if officiala_
came along and took_tha'mntter,ﬁp or‘fepQZféﬁ the incident
&t tke rort, some one-migﬁt"l:_l‘a'qe-suthnr.wy.‘to‘ arregt -~
us}ffenaiéé an 1nvesfigatioh of the whole matter, perhaps
compelling us to return to the Fort. Our feasrs, however,
were ungrounded for we 'eie not molested.

Our courge was now atout west, up the Platte valley,

usually near the river.. Atout this time we sighted our
31.
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firet herld of Buffalo. “hey were atout a mile avay in

_ fronmt of né'; ngfing northwest toward their summer feeding

grounds ‘.'m ¥yoming and Lontana Territories. There wers
thousands aﬁd fhousaﬁds, the plaing Leing blaock with them.
Some of tae toys immediately msde for them on horssback,
i:av:l.ns tﬁo ravoivéi-s; 48 soon as the buffale saw '}:heﬁ
approaching they broke into a rolling sort of a gallop
making for the river. Their rush was like the rosr of
thurnder. Zhe hoya soon were up with them and bega::

firing away. It was soon noticed that one &ad 'bem

erippled in the ahbula‘er { & large tull) and he fell

behind and showed fight, about this time ome of the
Bryants arrived with his rifle and iaid him low. The

herd rushed on piﬁnging into the river and were =oon- on the
opposite side. Fortuuately tae aniuel fell nesr the

road, and s8 the wagons came up we halted long emough to
remove his hide, cut out the hind quarters and load them into
the wagon with a view of cutting &he mest into ﬁtripa and
jerking it at our next camp. ¥mel was very scerce through
lebraska and eastern Wyoming, ‘l‘;he"'-.emiézl'-ants depending
largely upon "tuffalo chips™ the dry excrement of the tuffalo
from the previous year. It was hard, and made a clear white
flame &nd produced great heat. During the day as we pasnéd
along we usually gathered a sack or two for our use over
night. ascout one hundred and fifty miles west of :E"orf ‘
Kearney, we reached & point on the river where.h;:g‘y emigfantg
expected to arose to the north side. Here we found two »

men having noth:‘ms on bt overalls, who were lolli:ng in the
warm water of ’tha stream, They: informed us that the_rriver
was.treacherous dndeed, full of deep holes, gquicksand,

under currents, ‘ete., etc., Said they were taere as pilots

or guides to show the proper course to take in fording.
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Their ehargo for taklng an -outfit liks oura across was
thirty dollars only. We thought best to explore a little.
Harvey took Adene's mare aﬁd went directl,y across without
any trouble, the water in no plice _pe;ps bvér three feet

deeps UYe st once all ‘er—oaéaﬂ. over witaout trouble, much

10 the discomfiture of the piidta 65!1; the_ Rtreacherous Platte?
In wesrex;n h‘ei:raaka we fell in ﬁith a finely equipped
train with a 151‘3'3 nﬁml;r of wagons drawn mostly by good
horses, - It -was spokon of and imown &8s the "Raymond train"”,
80 ﬂalled :f:ram the fact thst the train was in uharge of &
young man some thirty-five years of age, b,y the name of
Bamand. ) His invslid wife, elso his aged parénts were of
the o;irty. Young lir. Rsymond and wife had left Uissouri
years before owing to his ‘wife' s poar health, she ba;lng :
consumptive., “hey had been 117:.ng in California for some
y'ea.:_:a , Where Mrs. Raymond seemed-to have entirely regained
hef ‘health. The previous fall they had returned to their
01d home in Missouri to @pend the winter, snd crosa the
plaine sgain in the spring, taking ¥r. “aymond's parents
slong. H;m_oth_era having taken &dvantage of the opportun-
ity had joined the compsny, &nd were now en route. Nrs.
Raymond was & m!eetptaced womsn but vei‘y 111, her old
malnd\y‘ ;:aving cume npon her duri.ng the w:.nter. and all felt
sorry for her. Ou:r girls made her acquainiance at one of onr

camping places, and oftem. afterwards would call upon her when

. cemping pesr together. She realized her condition, and once -

gaid ,'L‘O'tﬁ'e giria, -ahé did hofpo she mig!it ‘1live to reach
Fort Laramie. It wae such a besutifal spot.e = - .°

Pageing from Lebrsska, we entered “yoning Territpry,

R nnd sonn__tha country becane more rolling. 4way to the

. north conla ke _seen the Bltck 111113, whilo away to the
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south of u# Pike's Peak was plainly vieible. After
cf&saing the Platte our courss had been more northwest
until we reached the north fork of the Platte, by many
called "Laramie Fork". We followed up this stream -

for some days, then crossed to the north aida. & fow

days later we bambe& aﬁout-half & mile from the,fnrt.

It looked very pretty indeed, all the btulldinge being

gnow white; from white_washing; Soon after our ocump

was made, the'Raymgnd train came in and camped near bye.

It was near sundown, and a lovely evening. Hré. ‘Baymond'a'
wagbh was turned so thatl when the rear ocurtain was raiped
she had & fine view of the ﬁort aguinat the glowing sunset.
She was very low; and when morning came there was & hush
atout the camp for she had died during the night. In one
of the wagons of the trzin was a metalic coffin Erogght along
at her reguest. In thie she was buried near the Fort. She
remembered in crossing the plains years before, when

the ehola:a ragaﬂ how she had seen the shellow graves,
which oftentimes were dug open bty coyotes snd wolves, nothing
teing left of the remains except the tleaching tones. 4ind
for this resson she has insisted upon tringing the coffin,
that she might esecape such a burial.

West of Laramie we fell in with bands of Indians,
Pawnees and Bioux. '“hese. tribes were ct war with each
atncr ‘and always in their war paint and De ver atopping
long in a place. They 4id not seem disposad to molest us
at all, At one place where we met some PawneeB we did a
little trading, exchanging some blankets for some of their
Buffalo robes. at the time we thought we ¥ere gattiné big
trades, but later on we decided thut £he Qeaaki.na had thgl.__ﬁ;_
best end of the bargdin. Following up'L;;amie fork for a
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ftime, we crosaed baok to the aouxh side and soon reached
“ the Swaet Water rivar, which we folluwad up towards 1ta v
gource near the south pass of the focky mountains. Mear
the pass was "Devil's vate,” 80 called from a deep ROrge
in & spur of the <Sockies, through which the Sweet water
passed. lear here also and at one of our canmps was
“Indapaﬁdenun Rock" - .a huge flat rock some one hundred
and fifty feet by two hundred feet and nine»ér ten feest
high, flat on top and accessible only &t one point, and
so-called from the fact that a large party of emigrants
in early times had had & rouaing fourth of July celebration
at this point.

The southipaaa of the.ﬁockiea is noty s nany suppose,
& narrow rough defile through the modﬁtain rangé, tut ie
gimply an elevuted plateau or plain, many miles in width
with an essy grade. Aaway to the north msy*be seen the
ﬁind river mountains, while away to the south the Unitah
range is visible. 4t the extreme elevitlon of the pase, to
the right of the road,'wga & large area of wet, boggy land.
4 portion of the water rising here formed the »ead weters of
the Sweet Uater river, which emptied into Laramie fork, tuen
into the main Platte, thencé to the Missouri, thence to
the Mississippi, then to the Bulf of Mexico emd Bo on to
the Atlantic ocean, while angiher portion formed the
scuroé of Green river, which flowed west and south, discharg-
ing 1nto the L-4;:«1cu1.-m1<:o, and then 1nto the Gull of Csliforniam
and ‘8o on to the. Pacific ocesan.

Tle were told thut near this swamp of boggy land, on
tke northerly slope, bty digging two feet deep, we could
find snow and ice. We made an examination and found it
to be true. 4t stout tWenty inches, frqm the surfsce we
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came upon & bed of spow and ice, very much like honeyoomb,
~‘but of course btlack and dirty. Passing on from the Pass
our course was inore to thé southwest. Abdut this time we
ell seemsd to be troutled with some skin diseaég;‘ana came
to the_cuncluéion we must have what was called the Prairie
iteh. It was very annoying and'kgpf'us digzing and ecratch~
ing, especially after going to bed. We usually slept with
underwear and shirts on to be ready in case of Indian .
attacks. One day was aimilar to another until we reach;d
a stream ¢alled Big Sandy. It waa Sunday about nine in the
morning when we forded the stream, & beautiful stresm of
water two feet deep, with smooth,'ygllow, sandy bottom.
lot feeling sure atout ihe country ahead, we filled
our water kegs here, and passed on. atout one mile From
the river we found luxuriant grass, end as wa!had had poor
feed the pfevioua hight we decided to stop an hour or-two
to let the stook £111 up; we would have an early lunch

«nd taen push on. While we were walting I returned to the

stream for & bath and & swinm, which' I enjoyed very muuh.
sfter my bath, as I stood drying myself by my clothing
vhich lay on the bunk in the warm éimshine; 1 noticed .
something moving upon my underﬁear,_which I st first thought
nyst be ents.” But upon‘pihking'up_the garment, imagine my
diszust when I found it literully alive with body lice.

I don't think I ever éiperianced 8 more horritle feeling

of disgust, and immediately plcking up ny _ unﬂerﬂhirt and..

l’!

drawera flung them &8s far tnto the stream as oy strength

s 2
would perm1t. This accounted for all our itching; and it
was easy to understnnd that the buffalo robea, obtained from
the 4ndians, contained_the vermin., - I at once returned to
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canp and reported my discovery.: Strgnge to say, bowever,
none of the party seemed to enthuse over thefind, while
some even scclbf.fail at the idea, and declared it could net
be true. But in less than twenty-four houra after personal
examination had been made, my statements were not disputed.
¥e all felt much diegusted over the maiter and some of tae
party said they'felt as one might feel when caught in & theft.
After an early lunch we moved on hoping to muke an
early camp, tut it was one stretech of desert all the after~
neon and &t dusk there was no sign of wood or water. Captainm
Harvey hed taken Selim, the colt and gone on in advance to
reconoitre. 'ﬁe‘kept moving until 10 o'clock =t night when we
halted for coffee and cread and a short rest. 4bout midnight
Harvey returned, saying he had been.to ¥reen river, some
twénty miles farther on. about 1 o'clock in the morniug we
pushed &head, reaching the river at moon tnat day. For some
six miles before reaching the river there was deep sund,the
road sloping gently towards the stream. The stock scented
the water for miles, and would raise their hemds snd eniff
the air, then rush forward, and whep more tsan. a mile
from the water the drove was all in advance of the wagons,
meking for the stream on the run. Gréen_#iver had the
name of being a tad stream to,crosa;but we made the
orossing without wny troutle whatever, using extrems
caution. Upon the west side we Tound excellent feed, and
decided to lay by for two days in order to give the
stock a good rest, also to give our wardrobe-aoﬁn
attention. Wood waq'plentiful-and.with two large sheet .
iron buckets we had, all of our clothing pud our blnﬁkets
were thoroughly bvoiled. Dr. Stoddard prepared some
anguintum ae an ointment, which we used freely, and felt

Sure th.t we were rid of our &£ffliotion. ue really felt
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a8 thnugh we had hean horn agnin,

At noon the Becond day in this cump. When all readj'
for a start, a large train approaohod tho riVar, and
called across to us making 1nqu1ry about the ford, ste.
_We ﬁlraoted toen to go well up the etream and then follow
‘diagonally down, as we nad done, and to be sure to keep
.well atove what appeared to be a riffle, indicsting shallow
water. Lhey made the start all right, but were too careless
- and in some way the wagon in the lead was soon below the.
riffle,- The water was four feet deep, 8nd the current rapid,
whieh_atrik@ng the wagon bted capsized it midway of the stream.
ifter a moment or fwo,,tha bed floated free from the running
gear and went sailing down the stream. In thise wagon:bed L
wefe & woman and two smsll children screaming. for help. &
short distance below us was a sharp tend in the channel,
deversl of us ran for this point,-and as tne bed passed, it
vas atout fiity feet from shore. Jimmy Hill eprung in with
the end of a rope around hie waist, and swimming out, made
it fast to tae wagon-ted, wien we easily pulled it to the
shore. %he talanee of the train was more careful &nd cane .

safely acrogs, and we at once got u.nderway. Ve were soon

near waat is at present the western line of Wyoming, snd

not .far from nere the roasds forked. Oune heariug south weset

via Salt Lake City was the main emigrant road, vhile the otper,
"'going atout west, was called Sublgtts ecut-off, By going this
route Salt Lake was some s;:fy'hilia to the south. It had

teen our plan in leaving thérfrantier to0 gd #is-Salt Lake. in
order to get provisions. also to get letters from home.:“

We found, however, thst most of the emigrants had gone thut way,
and knew the feed woulll te shu:t. 80 we decided to take the cut-

0Xf, eppecially as we aad been toid'thut'thefa wes 8 trading
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post on Besar river ;head of us, where weAEOQia get flour
and bacon. e T
Bafore reaching 3eér :ivér, we.eéma to Soda Springa.
in faet all kinds of eprings - aoda, sulphur, iron - some
béilmg hot, others very cold. "4t this point the roads
forked &gain,'ane leading off northwast vis Fort Hall, which
was the emigrant routa, iesding to eastern Oregon. _
One day was much like anothér until we reachad Bear Py
river, where we decided to rest ome day at least. Zhe
‘first night, while in camp half & mile dovn the stream from
the crossing, & man came down the river vlwit-h a Eune. Af‘.t'er
visiting us #or & spell, he suddenly said: "fihere under the
sun did you get thut horse?" refqrring'to tﬁé "swagback®.
ifter an explanation on or part, he informed us that the
01d man was of their perty and wes then in camp only about
half a mile belov us. We sent him word that his horses ware
with us in good order, and thut he. conid have them anytime.r
He came to our camp the next mornzng, and was glsd to Bee
his animals sgain, &nd- was anxious for the particulara:
“'conrected with our finding them. He Baid his expenses
had teen beavy, and thut ha rasrshort of money, and -
w1sned to know if it would be satzsfactory to us 1f he paid
us twenty €ollars cashund give his note for twenty dollars,

which be would pay as soon 88 he could after resching

Culifornia. We inZormed him that as me_had'had the use of

.'the_animals for several hundred m;}gsi we were willing to -
call. it.8guere.... To.this he would not coﬁs§nt énd=insisted ¥ e
that we accept twenty dollars at Leaqt. “his we declined

" to do, und finally, to agtiafyfhim, did accept five

dollsrs euch - Fifield and myself.  He wasvery gratainlﬁ________
indeed and returned to his camp taxing his animala with

59, S



- % ) -

¥e found no traaing post at Bear river, ana falt uneasy
aa to our provisicna, knowing the chance to obtuin any would
he slim until we should sgain strike the road coming from
Salt Lax.e. where we could iikely tuy of other trains,

West from Bear river the country was more broken &nd
rough.-__ Be paaaed through a broken range called Gouse Creek
moun'tair.a. ) abis Dsr‘t o*‘ the trip vwas dreaded bty emigrante
owing to ‘tne doo8e Creek Indian®, who were nostile end
had done much mischief. We were very cautious ahd had no
troukle, altﬁouéh a train but twe or three duys &n sdvance
was attacked st night at a _[ilace ecalled "Willow Springs®, and
Bix or seven were killed. We saw the effecte of the attack,
the remains of burnt wagons, snd the new mede graves. OThe

ground was elso strewn for many rode with feathers, the

‘Indians having ripoed open the feather beds to get the

ticking. Ve afterwards overtook some oI the parties that
were attacked, Tut had escupedA ty orawling awsay in the
dariness.

Scarcely a day passed thot Jjokes were not played on

_some ore - I will refer to one on Parker that proved guite,

.8erious. He had gone ahedd of tne train ore moroing with

Selim, and coming to = nice grassy plope' up from tue foad
& ta%'i;ods', Khsﬁ' lain down snd gone to sleep. The long
bridle rein had slipped :Erom .his hand and selim was.

cro_pp 1oz the hunc.h grass near the roaid when we came in
_sight. ~ We took in the situstion st -nce, and saw

Parker ssleep with hat over his face. We tied Selim to the
wagzon and guietly passed without waking him, end a turn

‘in the road soon put us out of sight. . When he awoke

sometime later and found the colt gone, he at ouce started

hsck rever areaming that we had passed. A.ﬁ:er going

back aevernl mileB he met a trs.j.n tha‘t he xnaﬂ was behind



It then oocnrrod to him what kad taken plsee. ana he at
once turned his face west to overtake us, which he dia -
il;st at night, as we were settled in czmp. He was atout

as rmd as he could well be, &nd ewore we might all starve’

- before he would prepare supper for us,  The girls prepared

our aupper that nighf.‘ﬁhile we tried to smooth thinéaover
with Parker, saying it wage all in fun, =nd that we had
no ides of hie returning to the frontier, etc. The next
morning bhe was all right, good nstured soul that he was.
Ho train ever crossed the plains that did not hage
more or less friction and often serious quarrels. Ours
wes no exception and many incidente occurred that caused
feeling for the time being, &t least. .1 shall refer to
none of them, however, perhaps with one exception. .and
I relste this 8imply to show how mean and hateful toys can
be, when they feel like it.
When through with our meal, oftentimes we would
tarow our tin plates on the gr.ou.nd‘ instead of putting
them on the tatle. Sand srd dirt were apt to get into
them, which made & nasty mess &rnd was pard to wash. The

girle requested th.t we put the plates on the tatle

{certainly a reasonatle requesty and we irtended to comply,

tut were careless, und the same old hatit went on. Pinally

when putience was no longer a virtue we weré informed
tnat t;‘:luoaé -Wh&l)A threw their plates on the ground would
have to wash them. Th..{s, we thbng‘nt was carrying matters
‘too far, and we tried to imagine we were teing greatly - -
etused, and deoided wa Wwould show them thet- i_n; did not
propose to be run over and trumpled on ﬁy two girls, even.

if one was married. At the pext mesl two_ or ‘tiree of us

threw the plates on the ground and took part:.enlsr pama
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to see thul they were well covered witﬁ dirt. ' Wﬁen the néxf-:
meel came wround ve £ound our plates still unwaaﬁéhzund J
smeared with bacon grease and dops, gritty with eand wid
dirt. Ve mepped tuem out as well es we could with a wet
rag, but felt that the girls had scored a po;nt. Ve

beld & consultsiion snd decided that wé wanla put the
plates on tine onest in future, and agreed thst we would
not spesk to those girls again until they apologized to

us. They were friendly and wi.ling to talk, but getting
no response from us they decided to letl us Beverely alone.
Uatters rsn along this way for ten days'and i£ was anythiug
but pleasant. liss varsh had & happy fgculty-of untanéling
metters and smoothing rough places, aDG, ﬁﬁti;iné how
matters were drifting, Soe interviewed each of us Separute-
1y coneerﬁing the muatter, and soon hud us all back in the
fold, but feeling stout as small as three cent pieces.

For two or taree days before resching toe road coming
ky wey of Salt'iqke._we had nothing to eat_but beans
end aardtack with a small rstiom of bzcon once a day and
coffee to drink. Bnt, for?uﬂatély fo; w8, when we
rescned the main rosad, Qe goon fell in with trains coming by
way of Salt Lake, from whom we were atle to'bpy flour and
bacon, #nd felt easy ag:in regarding our provisions.

For @ good while there had been friction and bad fesling,
existing between Jutch Pete and the Bryant boys, and, soon
after leaving Beer River, Zete bhad left their compuny, and
-witA his horse had joiﬁei our party. He assisted adems
with toe drove of éuttle, a8 they were the only oneg that
‘had riding animals.

We were now nearing the hesd waters of tne dumboldt

- xiver, and the drive down this stresm was long and tedious.
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The watéf was low und strongly impregnated with mlkali. ‘
Ve used ﬁone or if unless it was boiled, ana had”anxiety a8
to its effect upon ftobe stock.. Zhe only fead élpng the
river tottozs was a species of course Iye grass. We Baw
indians frequently, but all wefe friendly snd peaceaclie.
46 we neardd the sink of the river, it hroadéned out
end had the appearance of a lake, while 4t the extreme lower
end the.: was & ridge, or sort of dyke, tanrough which'%nere_waa
8 cgannel some tnirty or forty feet in width. Zhrough
this channel tke water poured with great force; amptyiﬁg
1tself upon a wide boggy plece of countyy surrounded
by sund and sage brush, and herc it 1l emiirely sank
out of sight. e camped on the edge ol this swamp, or
tog, one nignt and had & horritle time galhering our
stock in the morning from the fact they were scattered
67&: fﬁis marsh, belly deep in mud ana water. From here
there were twoiroutes, one culled the "Curson route,™
and going more to tiae soﬁth, crossing a forty milé'desert
via 3agtown snd without water. Gthe other wzs znown as the
"Truckee route", and tore northwest across & wesert of
fifty-two miles to tne Lruckee river, with;no waterﬂﬁxcept
some roiling spriigs atout nidusy. 'ﬁe:debided 4pon the latter
route, hoping to finﬁ bétter feed,

‘We left camp st 11 in the mornikg and reached the hot
sprirge at 1l thul night.  He:e we fortunutely found
some bérréis fpil of water - cool and fit to use. Wé'
also gave the ox;n a drink. %}ese barrels had been £illed
bty some passing train, and we did the ssme upon leaviug,
that it might be ready for the next »arty comiug fhafrwé}.
We rested here for two h#arg, then headed for the Truckes’
Triver, which we reachedfﬁbuﬁi noone- The last aight

miles we went through deep sund, and all hands were very




tired. The strcam was lised with cotton woods, which,
wilh the bright green ledvés unad;ng it, nade it very
attractive to us. e rested here cne day, then followed
up the iruckee towards fpé eastern base of the Sierras.

Up to 1nis time we had lost five or Bix head Af cattle
from various causea but usually from aulkuli water. Zhe
feed along the river was very fauir and we now began to
notice the effect of tae alkall water of th; dumtoldt,
end Quring the next two weeks we lost siout twemty nead of
our stock. Ehég looked apparently well, but upon eating .
the good feed would swell and float,-und while standing
would commence to shake and tremble, and in a very short
time fall to tnae groﬁnd never to‘;ina again,.

Following up the Yruckee river, #e found frough and
rocky roads. Necar the eustern tase of the Sierras )
( atout where the town of -eno now is) we turned sharply
to the south following along the eastern tase of the
mountaina. We passed "Steamboat Springs,” quite_an ares
of lava formation, with deep fissures of unkuown depth.
One could hear the water c;uraing.and tumbling down below,
while any umount of hot steam came pnffing from tie
openings.

- In a small valley not far away called "Union Valley"
we found a lormon se?tler who was'living here with several
wives. It was the'firét settler we nud Been since leaving
Hebraska., It looked homelike indeed. He gave us milk,
ulso roasting ears and cucumbers - the first vegetébldh
we had tasted éineq‘igivinghLeuvanworth.; Yum! Yumi Yum?
perhaps thal corn didn't taste good.

Fartner souta we pa#ﬁed the spot wnerQ Carson City
now is, the capital of lievada. a8 we.éaw ity 1% wa; cinply
Ads



é iot 'Sf 'tenta, tut mu;zﬁ '1ifé uﬁi- 'sti..i: prsvnila_tf, it
teing on the route from California t0 tae ___.“pm-at_qpk____'
mines, Vil;gmia éi‘ty and Gold Hill. %he Vminas had
‘Deen ﬂiaonversd the spring before and was causing &
great rush. "E:"“--*‘ff__,__: T

Tha next ;om‘t of note on our route wae the town or
villa-ra of Genoa. an 0ld uormon town, settled wholl:
by iormons, and contsined only a few hundred peopla. Ve
wera now.on the mein road from lievada to caiifofnin', and
one of two days more brought us to where the road turned
ebruptly to the right and crossed "@hs Sierrae into
Galifornia. Going up the eastern- slope w-e. pas.acd
through Zope Velley, then fartner west;and near the
summit, camped in Strawberry Valley. &t this point lr,
Castle and his son :I.e:t‘t us for gooa, going by a trail
leading off scuthweat to the town of Volcano, & mining
district where they had acjuaintances. -It had been
decided :by ‘Captain darvey that ne would not take his
stock to the ranch near 3alt for some time, but would
pasture them on the western slope of ihe mountalins until .-
rains began to fall in tane valley. He had made a bargain
with Pifield and Joel darvey to remain with the stock and
oare for them at whatev.r point he decided to leagxe them.

atout fifty miles from Hangtown ( now called Placerville.)
We found what seemed a suitable place 1o leave them, a8
there was piém’.y of feed, fuei and water. st this final
canp we rested one day. The ladies I'mu'e to remsin with
Dr. Stoddard, Fifield and Joel Harvey, at this cnmp, while
Capt. Hurvey and tans talance woald proneed on foot to
Placerville, wiere lir. :.iaaz'vey would. get & double aarriaso :
and return for his brotoer and the laddes. It was with

feeling of regret th-t we shook hands and 8aid the final
45.



good tyes npon leavins thia cump and started down the

meuntain, every one now for himself. 2 jg;'7; jf:r

Misg Sarah was a bright, 1ntelligent girl, 5ood naturod
kind hearted and cad a way of always Bueing tne btight siﬂn
of things. She nad been our "good angel®™ the entire trip;.
had tiéd up our sore Iiugers, sewed on our tuttons and -
mended our clo»hing and was always ready to lend & hand. and
as we separated, ner eyes were not the only ones that
shcwed.moiSture.

Ve kad sent our blankets and clothfn—g—:n—the day teiore
by 8 passing wagon to Placervilla. Theqiirst day we
reacped “Sportsman's Hall“, a roadaiﬂa house atout tienfy-
miles flom our atarting point and thirty miles from
Planervillo.

Thie last day, while going down the mountain grade I
receivad a great shock. Iy toots were ent;rely-rorn :
out, and I wasg weuring the laga of them tied nnder my Iaet
to protect them from the flinty roada. My hat was, also,
much ‘the worse for wear, tne top of tae crnwn being entirely
gove, and it nad beecn so for sume tine. I wam talking‘with
sdums, &8 we tramped salong, and was disc;nsiné tnematter
a8 ta How © gould wuke iz dniiarahﬁny for a hat and =
pair of boots, also- pay ny bcard until I founu employment.
He Baid I need not worry, thui hé had two hundred nollars
in gold in a belt around his waist, thut he had brought _
'"all the way from Dundee, and tohst as long as he had money X
ghould share it. &hlﬂ wus truly a great aurprise “to me, and
I gt once arran_ed for twenty dollars from him to be puid ..
when conwenient. _: 2 _

We reached Placerville hefore sunddwn, stopping at the

—— T
?Garey Houae," bnt went at _once to the post office for mail,
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and spent the evening over our letters and papers. The
first we had— réoeiv,ed_ since we left home. We met at
the hotel a Ur. .Ra}_no;da (a -‘btother, of Dr. Stoddard's
wife) who was nere awaiting the arrival of the party,
anxious to see his sistdr. His home was in the nor!:hern
part of the state. Taptain Harvey. acc.ampanied by Mr.
Reynolds, ut onee returned to the "mountain camp” for the
ladies and the Doctor. We now felt that our journey, as
a8 party, was st an end, and th.t esch one must fight the
battle alone. The date of our arrival at Placerville was
Sépi_:qn_:ber thirtieth, having been one hundred and sixty-seven
days on the way. To thiunk of it now it seems & long time.
s&nd many tines sinee, gbing kack and forth, belween taoe same
points erjoying all tae comforts of modern Pullman, snd
dining cars, making the trip in rour deays or even le&s;
when I nave i:eard peosle fret and scold utout the slow time
being made, or ang;-n aver ‘a hot tox, of if the train happen-
ed to bte behind a few hours declaring we wo.ld never reach
our journey's end, or pernaps vof:ing they would nevexr
patronize the miseraile road sgain, I always fcel Bure
that they never drave an ox team over the road.

Captain idarvey and will Adams, I kpow, are motliving.
and I think the “octor's wife is dead. "Sarah™ (now lrs.
Hell) is & widow abd resides at Berkeley, Califurnia.
Joel Hurvey is living at Valiejo, California, and Fifield,
the last I knew of hin, lived st Galt, callfoznia. Liy
own home ifor twenty-seven years has been &t Sauta Earbara,
California. I nuve no <uowledge of ihe balunce of the
party.

sdams and myself decided to remmin together, and,
after a stay of two days in Placerville, decided to go to
- 47
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-Sacr.amexit'c-'. We sen"t pf;r __baggage”hy”'atage to Deer Creek,
fifteen miles on the wuy,. and whers wa would 8top the first
night. It was s pleasant, eusy walk, and we reached the
~roedside house long before nigatd 'r;iu_f_ound. 1he lz!.ndlor.d to
be an old Californisn by the name of Hold:edge. who had
formerly lived in pmorthcrn Illinois in our own county wud hed
kuown toth of our fainers. He invited us to spend & day or
fﬁo with him. de owned & large runch und kept this hotel
doing a large tusiness, as ull the freight for the mines was
hauled ty four, six and eignt mule or horss teams with
heavy wagons, and often times he would huve wi_.th him over
night twenty to twenty-five men, &nd perhaps over one
huﬁdred apimalse. During the next day he said he needed another
man, and would be gled to huave .either of us by the donth, but
ratner preferred me ag he thought I seemed larger and
stronger than Adapms. He woulci éw thirty dollars per month
and toard. lie talked the nmatter over and decided thst I
would remain for & month at least, while =dams would proceed
to Secrumento snd see what the prospect for work was
there, and in the meanitime kevp in touch with -each other.
The next morn;ng. Ur. d.olarcdga 8 son was going to
Searamento :Eor supplies, and adams acco:npanied him while
I at once comnmenced work to muke my fortuns in _culifornia_.

I .was-a hard month'e work indeed. - Leams began to stop
for tne night by four end five o'clock in the dsy =néd kept
~coming along until nine o'clock. waiting on th;‘m{;::.nstern,
weighing out hay and barley often;. kept me up until midnight.
Then I must be up at four in the morming for the same
purpose &nd to assiet in hitching up the teams. 3: ‘eight
° clock nsnally tha teams were all gone and the tarns

must te cleanad and pu’t in readiness for the coming night,
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'Eﬁii don; there wae alwaye plenty to do on the ranch during
the duy. 1 had fully omade up my mind that I should not
remaln after my month was up.

It was on this ranch, dnring.my stay here, that I had
an opportunity to see scmething of the California "Digger
Indian," probably the filthiest, dirtiest, lowest type
of Indiuns in existence. & 1aiga nunkbsr of them congregated
atout a hali mile from the ranch tuildings to enjoy their
ennual " Pow Wow". [Their diet is prineipally roots, adorns,
grasahéppara and crickets. It was 1ntereatiné to ses them
ospture the two lstter. )

& large open space in ‘some pasture fleld where the grouna
was 4dry und urd was usually selscted. Lhen two or threse
holes were mude not far apart. fThese holes were three or
four feet in diameter at the top, and sloping towards the
bottom two £met or more. at the bottom tney were excavated
or riumed out underneath as far as onme could reach. When
tne holes were in readiness, they were ready for the "drive™
as it was called. 4ll the Indiuns would form in a cifell,
enclosing ten, fifteen, or twenty acres, the holes being in
the center. When sll were in position and.readyfior & ptart,
21l hands would move slowly towafa'thé center, yelling and
shouting, with odd rage, clothing, bits of tlankets and
brush, they would beat the ground as they advanced, dri#ing
the "hoppers"” and crickeis as they advunced. 4is they
closed in near the holes it was astonishing to Bee the
quantity of insects they we:e-dr;vipg.~ coming_parefnlly to
‘the holes, they were forced i.ilto_:.‘é":he‘n,_taki:létl;e}‘i:use in the

. ; et
spacd rimmed out at the bottom where the Indians could easily
e AT ’
cktch them. They would often sscure at one i&;ggffram
twelve to fifteen quarts, which were put into a sack and
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pounded until }ife was extinet, then put into a mortar
‘ with acorns and the wholé mess ground together, being
moistened with water. It formed a aixture vhich was .
made into flat caxes, ﬁhiuh were placed on flat mbones
in the sun and dried, then put aside for futpre'food
supply.

atout the last days inm October adams, put.in an
appearance. He has been uhuﬁooeaaful in his search
for employment andé seemed quite'd;scouraged. snd proposed
40 me that we return home by steamer via Panams, seying
.he 8till hud money mmough to take us home, provided we tock
steerage passsage. I told i:im 8t once that I would not
eonsider the idea of going homefor a moment, and, after
some discussion as to future plane, we decided to go to
Washington Lerritory, where we had heard work was plentiful
and at good wages. 4<here was an ait:actiogfgzg ne besides,
a8 my oldeat sister, Cornelia, was living in QOlympia,
whom I had not seen for seven years, iy month was up
Hovember 4th. i r. Holdredge was much surprised thut I
thought of 1ehving_hiﬁ,‘snd tried to persusde me to remsin,
offering me firsthfo:¥& dollars, then fifty dolimrs per
month. But our mipds were Settléd om that point, and
his offer wus declired. Young Holdredge was going to
Saeramento and ggyé-ué‘a ride that far on our way. Here
ve remaized two nignfégfand thén-%ook passage down the
Saciamento:river on a steamer for San francisco, where
o ArLived. st.nide. it the. evening., putting ﬁp at thé
"Pacific Lemperance House,".as miseratle a hole as could
well exist. =~ - - e

The morning after our arrivsl in Sap Franeisco we -

made 1nquiry concerning iepurtprn of steunmers for “uget

Sound.  We found that one of the regulur Sound boate
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was due from the north thut day, and would sail north
again two daya later. We therefore nad nothing t'o do 7
‘but wait apd pess the time in looking atout the oity.

Two daye passed, and the Stesner bad failed to-
arrive, and no one could tell when she wouid. at this
Juncture we learned 1:1_1»;:1: -s;--ateamer wonlli a’ail the following
day (Sunday) at 2 P.M. £or Poriland, Uregan,and we were
told that many who were gouing to Olympis preferred to go
Vie Portland, and then cross the country by land ( about
one hundredriles) to tne Sound.

We went dova to the dock and inspected the shiv.
Everything looked olesn and tidy, end ot the ticket office -
we were informed thii the catin fare was forty dollars,
while ‘t__i:e steerage fare was but twenmty dollara, sand as )
but few tickets nad been s0ld, the steerage would be very
comfortatle. Owing to the— low's}.t&;'t.e of our 'finanéas we
purcnased steerzge accomodstions, and uscout noonm the
following day went on toard the ship. ZTiaere were but few
passengers iz the s'teeAruge snd it looked to us a8 though
'wé ;were t0 have 1lots of room and we hoped a plessant
-‘crip. But in this respect we were Badly dissppointed. The
steamer .ot imderway_ promptly =t 2 2.ll. heading for the
"Golden wate". We noticed,bhowever, a8 we neared Fort
aleatraz, she slowed up and when fairly sbreust of the Fort
she dropped her anchor, and we soon knew for what purpose.
Three hu.dred soldiera with officers were to come Eh'oard"* %
and were to ke taken to Fort Vancouver on the Columbis -
river. =11 toe strlﬁte"rs'ﬁ gme of the minor officers
were put :I.n the ateeragz whu.h made it ter:rib]q crowdei -
in :fact we were gaczed .’m lixe sardices. T

They were a rough lot, Swearing, drinking, smoking
card playing and gambling going on all the time. It was
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,waa nearly sundown when we steamed out through the Gate snd
orossed the Bar and reclized tnat we were on the Pacific
'Ocean.‘ liefther sdams nor-myaelf had ever aaen Balt watar!
?énd had tut little'concaption.or idea as to whai sea sickness
meant. We aud been told that only falmt hearted ones nnd
those without any grit were the ones ususlly sick. Dut 2
it oﬁa.braned right up and made up his mind that he would
"not be sick he ususlly got alomg all right end escaped sll
sickness. we tried to adopt this plan and took a poeition

on deck well towards the prow of the ship. We were thinly
clad and the cold westerly soyember wind seemed to freeze the
marrow in our bones und chill us from hesd to foot. 4be sea
was very rough, waives were running &s high as the ship. Sea -
siclmess was upon ue snd we were otliged to give up, and
‘erawled down into toat territle atmosphere in the steerage

at atout six P.J.  Here we lay in misery until atout 9 P.M.
-when it seemed to me thut unless I had fresh air I must die.
with great effort I managed to climt the ladder to the deck,
teking my tuffulo robe with me. I managed to crawl slong tbe
& place somewhat sheltered tehird the huge amokb gtacks, where
I could lie down on the nard deck. 4 cold rain had begun

to full, tut it msde no differcnce to me. My situstion was
far preferstle to tne ome I nund ieft.- I lay here until
dayli:ht when I was driven up and out of the way by the
sailors as they washed the decks aown. I was wet to the
skin &nd nesrly frozen. I managed to gef back to oy berth,
woere I found sdsms atout as I had left him tae night tefore.
We remained in our tunks the entire distance, deathly sick
511 the time, enting nothing from Sunday noon until wednesday
morning, at which t lme we crossed the Columhia river bar and
wers soon. in the ‘smooth waters of the “olumhia river. .Oh,

the horrors uf that misersble trip: the stench in taat
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hole.' snd the fighting and carousing of those soldiers?
I can' t deacribe it, neither ocun I ever fnrget it. |
) rhe ship made a short stop at astoria. darq_ye
menaged to get &« 11ttle food from tie etewart and éoon'began
to feel Tetter;although very weak. 4he ride 'ﬁp the "

Columbis was grund and pleasant. It consumed m@étmot

the day, as it was reér sundown when we”E;achad Portland.

It was fortunate 1ndaed for us that we chose tihe steamer via
Portland, fur the hoat that we nad intended to ‘make use

of followed us Dorth two days lster, and when off the Uolumtia
_river bar wes wrecked and two-thirds of those on Loard were
“drowned.

On the steamer we had maae the-acqaaintance"of a man ty
the name of Lerry who wus very kind to us snd gave up much
kind sttention during the'trip. Haﬁwas goiﬁg to Puget Sound
country and wished to keep with us, to which we readily oocn-
sented. Ve remsined in Portland qplj one night, stopping at a
hotel, and I remember now very distinetly the room we occupied.
There were nine sing;ﬁ teds in the room, each one being
occupled. ol 7 .

B The next mornlng after our arrivsl we took passsge.
on a small stern wheel Stecmer down the uill&matte river
to the Colnmhia -thence down the latter to a small villaga
called uonticello, s1tuated at the mouth of the cowlitz
river, some sixt; ﬁilgs from Portland.J e arrived here éf'k
‘1 P, and remeined over pight. 2h§ trip from hers to
0Olympia ( ninety milel diatant) was to te mado on horse-
tack in comnany and in charge of the mail carrier, who
*clrrxed tha'ma11 on horsstack once & wWesk each way. oo
'Extra saddle horses’ were kept at each end of the route for the

use af PpaEsengers when Needed. The courge for & horsos
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to ride was fifteen dollars. We round'upéh coﬁntipg
our cash th t we did not have Buifiéiéhf mt;-ney to pay for
horses to ride, _imd pay for ;tood und lodging along the waj;
and had acout decided to nuke the journey on foot, when,
after some talk with u.s, f:}e ml.il _nar;rier said he would
furnish ue horses to.fida,_ and hold our roll of tlankets
and csrpet sacks &t Olympia l—mtil we paid-up. This proposit-
ion we accepted. The _T;aggagé was to go up the Cowlits
river in cances msnued by Indians; thence acrose the
country to Olympis ty tne first wszon th.t went over the
route. Mr. lierry had no taggsge and but 1little mopey, he
therefore decided to go on foot and thought he conld keep
slong with us. He atarted brignt and early over the
mow‘téiﬂuﬁa trail. Ve were lster in getiing 'bff , a8 there
was some _delay in getting tke horses in resdiness for ue. 'i_le
were to make thirty miles that _day. _ stopping over night at a
pl=ce called Drevwi's Landing on the Cowlitz river. Ve went
Indian file, one techind the other, over the trail all day.
At abouj. 11 o'clock we overtook lr. ilerry, and the remainder
of the ﬁay wer practiced, whgt all frontiersmen understood,
"ride “s-nﬁ tie”, which means tht wonen we cume up with him
one oi us ga\-ve hiw our norse which he was to ride one
pour and then tie bty the roadside, apd as the ome on fuot
came aloﬁg he would then ride until the man on oot was
overtuken sguin, when snother caosnge would te made. 3By
toth adums a‘nd nyself c.enging with Merry it was not very
‘bard for any of us.

Ve reached Drew's Landi_,ng'ai:_out sundown, very tired,
but e;i:o-;rad our supper, und, afterwiarda’. the bhuge open
fire until bed time. The next morming we wera.:'to: muke forty
milea, over a flat couniry and wet muddy roads.  Our friemd
Nerry started on foot as soon ae bregki’ast was finished,
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‘.'.hilt:. ,we‘ followed soon uftex atout three miles from our

%tarting point our route took us scrose & low flat prairie

®ith & swail 'Ehroﬁgi: the éantef of it. Owing to recent

heavy rains, the surface at this point was covered by

water for twenty or thirty rods, - On this a thin coating

of ice had formed during the night. Ve overtook lerry

at this point’ and the question was how he sould get over

dry sho#. The muil carrier said the Cgyuse that I was

riding would carry douwtle all right. 30 I told lderry to

mount behind me. The mail carrier took the lead, tut after

making a few rods, we found iae ice atout as thick as

heavy wiﬁduw gless and very tough which cut the horses

lega and we could not urge them on. The mail carrier

finelly returned a short distsnce to an ola :féi_:ee from

which he brought' a pole some ten €r twelve feet long, and

with this weuld break the ice in front striking from the

saddle. In the meantme my horse nad become restless and

cold end was determined to lie dov.'n in urder to get rid

of part or all of his load. llerry disliked to get off

Bnd get wet, and I was not wiiling to huve the horse

lie down ‘and duck us toth. I fnaréfore insisted upon

his getting oif, which he did, and, once wet, he took

the pole und bopke the way for us. Fortunately sdams

chanced to nuve a pair.of dry socks in his .)veréoat pocket.

These he guve to Llerry who took off his pants and drawers

snd wrung the water out as well as he cou‘.l.d. a8 we

hed to make better time, I.Ierry was le:[’t ‘behind und we did not

see him again until some days later.wp pmet him in Olympia and

had‘a”good laugh over our experien_cga. _ “;a_ reached " other --

Tilleya"™ just sundown, and was glaa to put up for the nj.gh’t-'__

" It was a capital pluce to stop. ZLots o:c‘"éood well prepared
' e—— :

and good soft featuer bteds that reminded oue of-hope .
65.
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The next day was Sunday.and we kad twenty miles only
to make to reach Ulympla. We Jogged along at & very easy
gait,'aﬁd wﬁén‘auout four miles from Olympia we fell 1n}with.
& man driving two loose oxen., Upon tolking with him I
found he was in tae employ of my brotner-in-law, wWho was
doing 7uite a btusiness in logzing anmd Purnishing piles
to San Prenoisso murket. He said ny sister had been
informed through letters from home thut- I Nad gone to
Qalifarnia; and wus anxivusly hoping that I would éome to
Washington Territory, although she had no idea I had
decided 1o do se¢, and was S0 near.

Her home was across the 3ay or ~ound atout three

ouarters of a mile from Olympia; e were taken over at
‘onee in a row boat reaching her home at four inm the afternoon.
My arrivel was a very pleasant surprise to her, and we
had much pleasure and enjoyment in visiting with such other.
Bome matiers ana home folks were flilly discussed, also the
question aslto ms)fuxuro pi#naé lly sister's home was on the
west side of the Sound sone forty feet atove the water. To
the south east about three fourths of & mile, across am arm
of t..e Eay was the town of Olympia.’ Lbok;ng eagt it was
tetween two and three miles across the bBay. .

Ppon ‘either side of the Bay the land rose sbruptly and
was a beautiful green, being covered wita a fine growth
of fir and cedar. awa§ to the north as far a8 the eye -
could see was the beautiful blue sheet of water.. ZThere
were any amount ol Indians, always doing more or less frado
with the-"Bestons't, *: “hey: trought-to your door wild ducks,

Ry

vension and ireah aalmon. oyaters and elums, also wild

-

cranharriea, huckleherrles, blaczberrlaa thimtleberries etc.
'!3- Y
My brother-in-law's’ iade was &, J.anstin. and as -atove stated,

he wss doing guite a busineas in logging, also in getting

out gilaa for San krancisco market. The logs and pilee
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were cut on his own lund, the former being rafted to

the large sawmilles farther down the Bound. He nesded
additional help and ufferedvus forty dollers a month snd
our toard, which offer we accepted and com.enced work at
once. It was all new work to us, tut we soom got the
hung- of it ané had mo troutle although it was haTd; aeavy
work. The loge und piles were obtuailed back from the Bay
from hulf a mile t0 » mile. %he trees were turped down
insteud of teing cut down, which saved much lator. It wae
done in the following manrer: & man with a two-inch suger
having & long shank would first bore a hole stfaight.into
the tree nearly to the center sbout thres feet from the
ground, then standing upon a tox or bench some three feet.
high wouia tore downwards at an angle of about forty-five de-
grees, to strike the far end of the hole first made, thus
forming a good draft. 4 smull fire close at hand furnished
hard wood cosls, a few 0f which were put into the upper
hole, and tnen pusned down the spex. & fev sticks of

pitch pine was then pushed down to the coals; and in no
time a tlazing fire was etarted in the center of the tree.
In fir or pine tiumber the pitek is mosily in the center
while the Bap is nesar tne bark. +his teing thg case, the fire
alwags ate out tne cenmtur first finally bre&kiﬁg through the
8ides, when the trees came c¢rashing down. Two men with
cross-cgt'éaws would tnen out taem into logs of the desired
length. 3hesg trees were usually from two feet to four -
feet in diameter, rahging in height from one hundred to one
hundred and seventy-five Yeet, straight as an arrow. jA‘
mén who was accustomed to tne work would fire from twentj
to twenty;five‘trees in a day, according %o sise of the
tieeB8, and atout the fourth day they began to fall. The

logs were hauled or snaked over a skidded road i1o the Bay
57.




with ox teams, They wers then rolled down the tank imto

a cove or_inigf'énd-kebt there by a toom of logs passing
acrose the month of the cove. I ménaged the ox team and did
the haulin, most of the time, while adams worked in the -
woods with saw or uxe.

Upoﬂ'thé‘69p691t; side of the Buy from us, and
farther down, acout turee miles distunt, was a sawmill
wihere many of the logs were sold. Getting -8 raft of
logs aoross the'bay t0 the mill was gquite a tusk and some~
times disastrous.

Zhe metnod in getiing s raft over was as followe:
The logs were first encitcleﬁ with a chain of dry ocedar
logs th-t would float well, Eolés were bored through

leﬁeh end whicn snad been champered off,'ﬁ;déé'Shape. and

tnaﬁ con:ected ty passing rope through tine holes, snd in.
this way encirecle tne cantire raft, each log Eeparate
inside the toom, when ready for a gtart. Ve had a
flat hottoﬁed'accw;'ééoat four feet wide and sixteen feet
long. In thia scow was carried an anchor, and c¢oil of
rope acout two hundred feet long. iwo men usually took
a reft across., Ve would sttach onme end of the rope to
the raft, and taoen Tow out the ;ength of our rope. puying
it out as we weni. . Wwhen the rope was all out we dropped
apchor and then both would pull on the rope, hand over hsnd,
coiling it in tne Bcow as we took it in. In tnia‘wai the
raft was brougnt to tne'scow. when tne unehor was pulled
in and the operation repeated umtil ine mill wae reaahed.

I will relate one ex,erlence we nad. Aﬂﬂtiﬂ and ny—
7 self were go:.ng te oage“ a raft one morning, that contuin-
ed 130,000 feat. fhe morning wss.hright and clear and

we desired to start whiletne tide was coming in, which would

help keep us up, and get as far over as posalble tefore the
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tide begen to etb and then drift aown towards the mill.
when all was réadyAforla start we found tnui one of

the oara, usually in the scow, was missing - eltder miéiaid
or stolenm, Being anxious to catoh tne tide, Bustin took

a fence rail end spiit it and dressed it down some with

the axe, aﬂyiné we would have but little ;eed-oi it anyway.
we made a fuir start and was atout one-third of the Iay
soross when the tide turned. at the same time black olouda
‘showed up ir ihe north; and & sharp wind came rscing up the
Sound, which, owing to the fact thut tue tide was going
down, made a rough and choppy sea. It was nard to manage
tha scow und tne raft was rolling'ﬁadly. Yhe wind continued
to increase, and once Jjust us we nad droppea our anchor.'
when half way across, and began to pull; we discovered that
the Toom had ,Jurted and our logs werergqgttering in all
directions. We nastily pulled in the anchor und catching
the oars made for the raft, hoping tongef_fgé hgoﬁ conuected
azain, we were soun amung the i’loa{:mg l;sgs, nhich ;:nockéd
us every way and in the excitement austin bnoke the oar, g
made from the old rail, egquare in the middle. il ‘BawW at‘
ouce that we could do nothing towards connecting'tne boom v
in such a rough 8ea, and with tut one oar ana tnola b;g :
logs on every side of us. Rhile the waves nften broko'ﬁ-
over the scow hals fiiiing it with water, we realized thst
we werc liatle to be swa@ped“;t¢any momenﬁ. Jﬁut by great __
effort we managed to get“dl;;;"6f1the %098; logs, épd wifhﬂ,
~an‘old tin pan %hat was in.1ygmannwhlmhaigﬂunuxgnatnzgﬂ.'
for dear life, while “ustin made use of the one oar trying
to keep the scow square aufnés.the wuves. -ue minaged to

muke neudway diagonully down the Buy towarﬂa the snoro. ——— .

which we reached s.out 2 p.m. some tnree miles belot‘*iﬂi- .ﬁ:

-

the mill for which we had started. wn meru drenched to—
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the hide, tut warm as toast. Ve made our scow fait toa
tree and walaed up the ahort to the mill whare wo vere made
uelcone. Dinner was Jrepareﬁ for us, and, drying ouraelven
before an open fi:re. we were goon toeling all right. -

~ ihe men &t the mill said that in ell probability
many o¢ our loga woaln drift to Gull darbor, some &ix miles
below, a8 the tide when on the ebb, always seemed to carry
everything to thsi point. We borruwed a skiff of the
mill people, ard rowed home between five and eix o'clocke.
The next morning we started for Gull Hertor to see if we
could save any.logs. ¥ea found a good many had collected
at the mouth of the ﬁérbor and upon & low apit of land that
extended well out into the bay at i1his point . We spent
two days héré. getting logs fairly into-the harbor and collsct-
ed in one place. It was hard work rowing and pulling the
logs, _but we naneged to save asbout one-third of the entire
raft, which Lustin sold to the mill, they to tikke them
Wheré they were. Ve made head guarters, while at this
Jb‘h; with a taghelor who had & government claim near the
‘mouth ;xt Gnll‘_l_i_e.rbur'. Vie returned home feeling ruther
tlue over the outcome of the whole tusivess.

“We Gostivuen 1n Y logging .business until the latter
'éarf of_?eiruary.'when we emtarked in an_edterprild that
gave us Eome experisence but 1o profit in dollars or -
-;13enfa_. ; :nstin owned another jlace some £ivé miles to the
west Df "iud Bay“; There was quite &n area of bottom
;lénd, exeeadihgly rich and very productive when cleared
of the timber which covered it. The growth of fir, cedar,
maple and trush was ioﬁﬂeftnl and it was a terrible jodb

to prepare an acre - for cultivation, On this place there

.. Waes a comfortal‘.le 103 oahin of one roou, nnd some 8ix

lcrea cleared w!uch was in timothy madal. In asddition
;._L,':": sl - - 60e I
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to this, there was atout twelve acres oniuhich fhﬁ tiﬁbof

had been felled but not burned. iustin proposed that we

rent this place of him, and do what farming we could, and

clear up thie twelve acres, for which he would_pay a8 nertaii

‘price per acre. We concluded to do so, and, to ﬁorﬁ to any

ééiantaga,-;a must have a team, which wag a good chance

for Ausfin to sell us ap olu pair pf "stag oxXen" iof one

hundred und eighty dollars, instead ofpsying us cash for

our winter's work. Mo one, not huving tried it, can have

sn idea what it meent to clear an asre of that land. The

ground was simply covered with iimber and logs of some

kind, many of tonem one bundred and fifty feet in length,

ard oftenm four and :ive feeé in diameter, 411l had to te

tored, fired and bturned, ° With the help of the ozen we

rolled the pieces in piles and on 1op of each other when

we could and kept the fire going night and day. Talk

atout hard, dirty, etraining work! I don't think anything

could mateh it. &t the end of a month we had less than an

a¢re cleared und we had worked from daylight until dark, and

had earced sixteen dollars. Wehud felt aati;fied for some

time that 4ustin was tricky and unrelisble, and our

experience in this trensaction left no doubt in our minds

on thatpoint, and the louger we worked the more we thought

it was foolish to go on with any such nndeitaking. Sarly

in larch ﬁy gister was takéﬁ sick and diaﬁ after a short

illness, and atout ten days after ner deathf we had Fully

determined to throw up tue job, but wanted to aect honoratly

in doing 0. I therefore went in to see amstin in regurd

to the matter. I toldvhim Just bow we felt stout it and

that the work was t00 heuvy for us and we desired to give

it up. =fter some talk he conaeﬁted to take Lack the "stags"
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und give us his note for the amount due us, saying he would
have no monby uﬁtil.fall. We_took his note for'threa
hundred and fifty dollars, ﬁﬂ;ch éaper we s11ll hold, or
at lcast we were never atle to eollect one cent from him or
-upon'the'note. He was in debt anﬁ insolvent and execution
proof. We hadrrecei;eﬂ for our winter's work simply our
toard and & suwit of clothes bought on sustin's account.

‘while keeping house at this "ltud Bay" place I did
the cooking, while =dams took eare ofithe.oxen and two
plgs ve hade #nd I cun honastly say no'one ever enjoyed
their food more thaen we did. aaked pothtoes, salt pork,
wild oranterries ana griddle caXes was our diet, and such
griddle cekes! I wish 1 couid'fin§ some like them now,
each cake the size of the frying pan, acout ien inckes
across, nieely'ﬁro§ned and salt pork fst to eat them with.
We felt partially repaid for the time 1lost in the enjoyment
of our food during the tine we spemt thers.

atout april first we went to Olympia in search of
work. 4 men kty the ﬁame of Heniy Hiﬁso: owned & large
livery stslle and did most sll the taamiﬁémbf the townm,
and slso carrigd Jassengers 8cro8s the country fromlfha _
déund to the Columkisa. Herﬁas proprietor of the mail route
éc;oae the country over whdch we came in ‘the fali. "He was
& genial pleasant man, end hud always hud a kind word for
us. nnd when wa a,p11od to him for work, he Bzid he could
use- pdama at onee, owxng to ais lignt welght &8 & nail
carrier over the route we had come in the fall, and would
have wﬁri }or me very 800D. Adams'cpémenéed,work al once,
making the trip on horseback once a_week. I picked up
some work by the day for tﬁo weeka. "At which fime ur;
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for the merehunts, driwing passsugezs i_nc’roas the oountry;

and in eny and all team work thuti was offered. We were -
each to receive forty dollu;a-éer month and our board. We
found our work very pleesant snd Mr, Winsor a fine man to
work for. In the fall the Government decided to improve

the meil service from Olympia to the Columbia river by
pubstituting a ‘daily mail by four horse stages for the

weekly mail on hormeback. Wity WG put in s tid for the
Job and secured the contract, which went into effect

Jenuary 1st 1861, *verything was in & rush to get horses,
stages and harness in readiness. Stations along the way had
to te arranged ior; and several extru men were nhedod; Adeams
was to be made gnnefal agent and bookkesper at the Olympia
terminue, and I was notified that I would be expected to
drive oncof the stages. I protested &8 I had never driven
four horses, but ifr. Winsor insisted that I should and said

I would learn very quick. The. plan &t first was for easch
driver to have & certain run and care for his own team ( &
very bad plan ty the way.) My run commenced thirty miles
gouth of Olympia and extended sixteen miles through eight m;]sa
of heavy fir timber, clay soil and terrible roeds in the
winter and spring. The other half the iistance was more
open &nd more sandy. Zhe “hehalis river was to be oroseed
twice on a shackly old ferry boat just barely dong enough
for the four horses snd stage. When I had been driving about
two weeks, in making the trip one morning through this

heagy timber without any paasenkgza.anauin{auhaxan:adnhmamnmq
of the front wheels struck & root with such force that I was

thrown headlong from the tox into the mud andnb:ush, fortunate-

1y out of the way of the horses or the wheels. I was dragged

along a short distance and, bty clinging to the reins, £ 2

63,




managed to stop the team in some way‘althougli it has
alwaye bteen a mystery to me why tzey did not runm away -s"n
the horses were all high spirited animals .

After I bad driven scout 8ix weeks, I had an experierce
which fully convinced me, and pérhapn Nr. Winsor, that [ &4
wae not born to perform on the stage. One of my horses went
lame, and I. sent in to Adzmg for-am animsl to take his place.
When the stage came the next day it brought the horse for me,
also & note from Kr. Wingor informing me thst the horse was
high life and cautioned fe not to let him get his tail over
the line as he would likely run sway if he tift_d. To préveﬁt
this taking __placs I tied mome oi his tail in & lopp, &nd
ren the trac.e. through it so ne could not throw it over the
reins. In hitching up I put bim on the off wheel, und made
the trip over 'thf road that night in good shape. The
next morning at 9 I started tack over the rosd. about
midway on my run I ferried the river at a small village
called Claquato. Here was a hotel and postéffins, also a
sawmill and gristzﬁﬂl combined , & blackemith shop, &nd
perheps half a dozen houses. I pulled uplﬁt the post office
to change the mail which reguired ten to fifteen minutes.

I had only one passenger who occupled the out side seat with
me. Receiving the mail pouch-.l went down & gentle slope

to the main road, and st this point was a long deep rut

full of water thil my team usually straddled, and which I
intended they should do at 1his time, tut the new horse was
determined to keep the near side of the rut, and as I )
tried to rein him on the opposite side he almost quped-":tor
an instant then gave a l.u_nge‘ahead, putting ome ofAhil

fore feet over the lead bare, This made a grest clatier
which frightened the team &nd in an instant they were in a
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r de;li.- rﬁh"dom':' an old trail s bty snaking 1055 to the
mill. ©hey. took 1his trail instead of the road. - The -——
man oﬁ the seat Jumped the momeut he paw there waa

troutle. _I'had no control ogFthe four }g;ge animsla. ALikout
one hundred and fifty feet ldﬁﬁ'the'trsil I saw & large hem-
lock tree had fallen directly zcross the T rail, apd knew

that something must happen at f&i& point. - 0he horses jumped
the log, and as tne front wheels struck I was thrown with
grea: Torce some ten feat diggonally from the stage, atrikipg
on my head.and shoulders among some loose limbs &nd stone,
thut had be#n removed frbm the trail and thrown up teside

& large stump. I was on oy iéatAiustan{iy and éaw the

sfage had teen pulled over the fallen trée bty the strong stay

chains the pole having been troken in three pieces. - “hey

were going at a mad run down the trail, und perhapa two hundred

. feet down the trail in a rough sidling place the coach upset.

The top fallins btehind a tree was torn off, and away went
the team takinz the ¥ront vheels with them. I Imew thst I was
tadly bruised, the blood was tricvkling down my Fface, and

I grew dizzy, wnd lopping down upon the ground 1 kmew no
more uniil some time aftervarde I found myself on a bed a{-
the hotel. 5%o women were working over me baihing ny nead
with cemphor. <he accident was witnessed from the hotel,
and two men from the tlacksmith shop bhasd earried me,to'fhe
hotel. I at oncq'madé ariangements‘witn'the'blacksmith to
féke_ih6:5511 and mé péuseéger—on horsepack to the end of
my run, snd sent another map in search of Eine HirveRs The
wheeléré were fgﬁnd together, one on his tack in a swampy
place with his mate standing over him. Ehe‘leaders farther
on were found in a dense thicket of y&ung firs Eaving"gonq
&s fer es they comld, i ;'fm‘-g :

Tvo of the horses were scratohed snd cut some and the
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h&.rl‘.’l.e-BB a g;aod'. desi- .‘hrol;en-. I mude ‘a'r.;ra'ngement foi‘ the
stuge to te taxen to the shop to be gut 1n order, snd __
a‘cout three ] cloek decided to tuke the horses to the end

of my run, ricing one-uf th. wheelersy, I drove ‘the 1eadera
in fromt of ‘m'e,‘. and nade ;tha trip ty sundown. f'f-’orti. had gone
to- Olympia by.'l;he mail and my -paaaenge;r,' informing headquarters
of the _accident._ﬁd 1 jmew Mr. Winsor would te out onm 'I;I:_Té
mornihg stage. Uy head and s ‘ouldar was conaicerably 2
bruised gnﬂ' I v.'ag 1_ame ana’ sore all over. As the stage

from Olympia came in next day I was aitting on"tﬁe ‘porch with
my head tied up. lLr. Vinsor was very much aurprised to ses
me up, and he told me thul from the report the }naaaenbar
gave, he concluded I was done for, or at 1aas'_t ‘smashed

all to pieces..

Winsor went on up that af_‘terndbn'to ﬁﬁere the accident
occurred, apnd came back and atai& over night with me, saying
it was & wonder thst I wes not killed. He said he had
decided to put on twd men "'té' do the ‘driving; and heve med to
care for the stoeck st eaeh station, and ‘that he vould like
me to sct &8 agent at thie point' keep the stations along
the line Bnppl;led vith feed; have charge of the canoces on
the river, etec., etc., I felt very well ovor the outcome
for I hud a position that suited me much better. toan driv.’mg,
and mueh less to io.—..— i - '

Everything went aioﬁg smoothly during the eur;'ﬂ'nér. -'é‘nd;"
fall, bnt in uovemher ada.La was offsred a poaition in the
-leading general a‘tore in Olympia. -¥-3 haad clerk, & poai‘tion
much more to h:s llhi.ng than the position with Mr.

Winsor. After duly coneidering the matter he made the

change.
\ During Oc'l:ober, tha Salmon _rTv]—r g61'd mm—

.d1scovered in Idako ’ferritory. qmi'ta a zmmber were f
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in t1ime’ to get provigions into the camp tefore the winter
snows fell and they wintsred there, .while' others trying

to get in or out over the -mountaina loet iheir way and
perished from cold and hunger. Rumors and tales of all #
sorts.'relafizg t0 the rich Giscoveries, were rife ali winter,
and bty sprirg the entire coast from Lexico to Alaska was .
excited and thous.und aiﬁd thousands were planning to go as
soon as the weather would permit. I caught the fever and
decided to go with the crewd! "I guve up my position of
sixty doliars per month and toard, along in llarch, 1862, am
early in a.'apr.tl in company with & young man by the name of
Davis crossed the country to Portland. we remaindd .here
several daye before we got tr&nsportat'idﬁ.on the steamer

up the Columtias, and ﬁimn ve did it was simply standing
room, no beds of any description. Eut as Davis knew ne of
the engirceers we were permitted to spread our tlankeis im
the énginé room and stretech our tired limkts, The heat

from the rfurnsce fires was territle, tut the smedl of

the oil and greuse prevented our getting much sleep. Such

e nmixed, reckless, crazy aetiné criméf I had never met

tefore nor since. iie hed bought tickets to Lewistun,
gituate ut ther.'-iuncti-on of jthe.:.‘vnake and Clearwater rivers
in the easternlkpar'.t of iu’ashingtoﬁ Lerritory. Upon reaching
Pallule Lending, on the 'Colm;:b,ia we were informed that owing
-to t.e low stage of water the steamer would procéed no
fatther and we were put ashore &t this point atout 115

miles from Lewiston &nd 30 miles from Walla Walla. It was---
a maed reckless crowd, and some swore vengeance on the .
St'eaa_mhip Co., while others tried to make the best .of the
situation. The river benk was strewn with thousands of

tone of freight end provisions of all description. Twe

or three--stages vwere in waiting to oarry sassengers to
- i . . 67,
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walla Walla for eight dollara each. Sana(tw;nty-five or -
thirty of us Joined together‘nnd hired a team and wagon to
take our tegzazge and provision to walla Valla khile we kept
slong on foot.. o

- We left the.rivef'about 1_o'clockrr,n. For some
niles it ﬁée deép ﬁand suu gurd walking. I bad purchased
in_Poitlund-a pair of néw ooarselbodté and in 1aaa than ;
two hours time my feet were o badly blistered that I had
to tuke tonem off wnd try it barefoot, which with the grit
gnd gravel in the road d@id not meem to improve the asitusiion.
obtout 4 o'clock we came to & small stream where some Indians
were camped & short distance from the road. I tought a pair
of Irndian moccasins from them and got &long much better. ﬁa
camped in some v.1llows atout 6 o'clock, having mad_a fifteen
miles,

The next day was Sunduy end ﬁe.gﬁt rather a lﬁta start,
tut reacned walla VWalls a little before noon. He;e gll wasg
bustle and activity. The town was full and running over with
men from ave}ywuere all neading for‘Salﬁon river pineé, apd
much of the outfitting was done here. Large.ﬁackAtrains ﬁére
teing loaded with provisibna and mining supplies of all kinds,
and many individuale tought a horse or two and packed theirl
grub and tlankets, also ﬁiﬂing tools from this point. Prap )
all we could learn we were satisfied we were still too aafly}.
thet the snow was Btlll deep in the mines, 50 we were in mo
“”hurry. we remalned here atout a waek, and during this time
hadninuni.a»mnn«whowhadwfour»hefseemsadwa~wugﬂnfﬂan&'wal“*”
willing to hsul our taggage nnd provieion to Lewiston, aighty-
five miles distant, for flfteen eents per pound provided we

had three thbusani‘pounda.r It waa &n eaay mnxter to get

thirty or forty to join together and ve soon hsﬂ | 1oad for”“““~~~

'éé'._‘




him- . We made about sixteen to eighteean miles &
day, eaaily keeping along wlth the Wagon on foot. ‘We
reached Lewiston in five days.

We were now one hundred a&pd twenty-five miles from
Florence, the principal, and in fact only town in the
mines at thut time. Lewiston 15 gituated at the junction
of the c1ea;wa;ar and Snake rivers. When we reached there
it was wholly & canvess town, 8ll hqainega'heing done in
tents of a1l shapes and sizes. The wind blew coustantly,
but seemed t0 tlow hurder st ﬁight.fhsn in dey time, and,
being very eandy, one's eyee suffered terridbly. Ve
learned st oxce upon our_arrival.bare‘that we could easily
get on to Slate creek, about ninety miles further on, but
there we must wait until the snow melted before we could
‘eross the Sslmon river mountsins. We therefore concluded
to remein for a timq‘at‘Lewtston. Our atiding plsce for
ten days was on a vacant piece of groundﬂupoﬁ which we -~
found an old dry log. along side of_thlh‘wé epread our
blankets and slept at night, and with our hatchet we
8plit pleces from it to cook our meals during the day.
Those were miserstle nights indeed, owing to the ever
moving sand. Oftentimes in the morning our bl;nkété were
nearly covered, snd our easrs, eyeg and noBe full of fine
sand. _

.. It was a rovgh element here and wa'weréééiid to get
-avay, and aftér atout ten dayé’ delay here we made a
,bafg;in with some llexicans who were running”a small pack
train, to take our packs along for us, . They would'agfen
to carry them to the mouth of Slate oreek 4 ninety milesf
&ny way, and if they could go father wi*h thair 103&,
ours would be carried as well. For this aervioe ;e-ézro

to puy them thirty cents per pound. What Davis and I had
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came to'éﬁout twenty dollars. Our firet oamp was ebout
éight miles from Lewiston, and I shall always romember
that pight. & large bund of Indians were cumped a little
way atove us on the stream. They were well supplied with
whisky, «nd of all the frightful howling and yellingl it
surpassed anything I ever heard. &t one time we thought
they were going to extermin.te all of us. We got %o
sleep at all. Ve were not sorry to get esway in the
morning. «nd while we saw mnny "llez Perce" Indians while
en route, we n&u no troutle.

We reached 9lute creek Iin six days. The lHexicans
would go no ferther - in fact they sold their loed of
flour, bBacon and suger to & trader at 1his point. Here
we began the amoent of the mountaing, und the trail was
open for animsls nine nmiles ferther, to what was called
the "lountain House,™ & low, log tuilding with an earth
floor. Davis and I had something over thirt; pounds esch,
tut from Slate creek we decided to pask it on our backs.
The sun came down hot, &nd &5 we toiled up that mountain
trail the perspirstion fairly rsined down our cheeks. The
altitude vwas some six taiéiéhf thousand feet, and to
which we were unaccustomed. We could only muke a few
rods at a time, until we must halt and take a short
breathing spell. We reached the Mountain House between
two and three o'clock. Our underwear was as wet s8 though
we nad been under water, «nd for the last two or three
milea we had‘ﬁeen in deep BDmOW.

The sun goon became obscured, the air was oold and
chilly, while the éky‘had a cold gra& appearance, and by
five o'c1§§§ it wéﬁlsnowing as hard as we ever saw it enow.

There were several hundred in camp here in tents and
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small brush houses. Ve appropriatéd one of the latter
thst had been vacated by some one who Led gone into the —
mines. Ve then turned our sttention to getting some
supper which ﬁith the green wood and desp snow wWas
anything tut a pleasant job. 4 man in & small tent atout
six or seven fegt, and only & few feet from our brush house,
kindly told us of a dry log some twenty rods diséant, '
gaying with our hand axe we could split off some dry:piecea
which would te a great help in gettiing a fire started. lie
at once svsiled ourselves of his suggestion and soon hed a
good fire going and our supper undef‘way;- ¥hile Davis
was buking the bread in the frying pan I went to the
lountain douse, ( which was a store as well) end tought
a jound of syrup to take the,lace of butter. - It was &
great treat and quite a luvury that wé'é;isyaa bxceedingly
after our hard day's work. It vas a little-eipanaive as I
paid a dollar & pound for the syrup, getting atout a pint.
It was dark before we finished our supper, and still -
continued to snow and blow. e soon spread our blenkets
.apd crawled under t:.em. ;éhe spow drifted in upon us and
" we began to think there was no sleep for us that night,
when the man in the tent ﬁear us called out io us to come
in end share his tent, saying he felt sure his psrtner
would Dot return from the mines that night, and by lying’
snug there was room for three of us. Wne sccepted hias  ‘
invitation and soon hud our bedding arranged in hi;,fenf o
where we enjoyed & good night's sleeps .
The morning was clear and cold uith'eightwté‘tun
1hcueé of freeh, dry, loose Bnow. We had Bacon, bread

‘and coffee for breakfast, and decided to pushon at once to

Florence stout eighteen or twenty miles distant. DIThe
N




-ﬁfpﬁﬁ éding-in'that dﬁﬁ ﬁumhe;aﬁ aboﬁt two hﬁﬁdréd ang-
fifty. We were now really on topwof the ﬁbuntainé; and
while the country was. _rough and booken it was muck more
level than the previous day had teen. There was mnre or
ieas T 411' thé way, and much fallen tiuber that we
had to clihb over, and baihg covered aayerél feef deaf
with snow, walgot'soﬁq‘terfiblc falls with our loads on’
our backs. ZEverything had to be csrried this last twenty
miles on men's hacka“- and the populstion of the Sulmon
River Basin at this time ran into the thousands. - The regulsr
charge for packing freight_of any description this distance
was forty cents per pound, and hundreds of men were enguged
 in this tusiness, going in with a lomd oné'day,Aand tack
the next day. “heir loads would vary somewhat owing to

the man or the nature of the goods curried, tut a load

‘Was unuallj irom one hundred to oha hundred aﬁa Tifty

pounds. I saw men carry taoree fifty-pound sacka of

flour &«t & load; another carried a keg of nails weighing

one hundred pounds, while anotser would have & keg of

beer or & twenty gullon keg of whisky strapped bo his -

back, and obe maen carried in on his back a regﬁldr sized
billisrd table, making seversl trips to do it. Taking
the rzils at ome trip; the lege at anoth;r,‘and the
vooden bted made another load. Only the day.before we
went in, a8 man with a keg of whisky on his tack slipped
. on ap old log that was'piddén under the snow and Lell

- back breaking his neck. and hardly a day paased:thht
some of the packers, @id not meef ﬁith terrible fnlia,

often resulting in brnkan ‘legs or 8ImS.

e P Fmae:

Our loads werae. oomparatively light and we made tho

trip without serious mishaps.- We reached Uiller's

-Breek btefore sundown. This was Just on the westerly side
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of the ﬁiggina. mnd aaid to be one of the 'baat paj.’mg--
gulcha.s in the dmtrict. ‘Vie found a man who hal quite a
reeprectahle- log catin in which he was running & _saloom.

We had nown him onm Pﬁge_t- Sound. He was pleased to see us
apd offered us sleeping r{:mm in & leapto at r‘th_e- back of

the ﬁaloon. "which- we acecented. Te cooked auﬁ- Buppé; over

a fire outside and edread ‘our tianké’ts in the apat!e oi’ferad.
The 55um1 was low and damp and a Zine place for rneumatism,
still we were very tired and slept faiz'ly well.

We made this spot our headquarters for a_ir:_eek ui‘.:-i' ten
daye, during which time we we_r‘*e_ out every _day.prcspecting.’
hoping to find a clain_ that would pay to work. We met with'
no success = :m fact all the-space along the strean wase
occupied and had teen g for wodias. ~ Some cluime were paying
well, while others paid nothing, and Bome paid exoenses
. i) o

It was ﬂiscoura-r:‘mg work nrospec‘tmg, expecially 80
early in the s_pr.mg- The grou.ud. wWES :nll of water from. -
melting snow, and. in trylng to dig a nole to ted rock it
was sure to te half full of wa‘ter "l:-T the time the ted
rock was. resched. I douht 1f one out ‘of & thoussnd that
went in.vaen we did ever :Eouml any pay dirt, and ~Bany ware ]
disgusted and 1eavingr évery duy - aome who had reaently

arrived and others who nad been there for months.

Our provisions were getting very 1ow and no Peck trsi.na

'had 'baen stle to get 1n yet. Dnria pr0posed that we go out
to the Hounts i dotise-wad, pack. in & 1oad as otherh wern - '-_ 5
doing and get our forty cents per po_unﬁ. I was not willing l

to do this, but told hin if he would go ouy and bring

in Tifty paunda oi’ ﬂour and 'twenty-ﬂva ponnda o*’?:acon,




