


>,

Fre 41958
~le

~lea Frshen

The wrlter of this dlsry, Willlem Turner, son of
Timothy and Betsy (Stone) Turner was born in 1818 in the
Btate of Vermonte His oldest brother, Henry Bllss Turner,
came to Wisconsin some time during 1848 and settled at
Honey Creek, (Census of 1850 shows him at Honey Creek)

At what time William Turner came to Wisconsin 1s not
known but is thought that he arrived in 1849. He left his
brother's place in Honey Creek March 14, 1850 and arrived
in California July 30, 1850. He died at Audburn, California
January 1, 1851 of cholera, which was raging at thet times
The 1lttle black book that he kept hls dlary in wes returned
to Wisconsin at some time later by Edwin Dyer, the man
mentioned as E.Dyer in the diarye. ( June-16th)

Edwin Dyer returned to Honey Creek to find that hils wife
had died while he waa in Californiae In 1856 Herry Bliss
Turner came to Wirnebago County and at very nearly the samne
time Edwin Dyer also settled in Winnebago “Younty toos These
two familles lived out their lives with in one half mile of
each other and are burled in the same cemeterye Some of
their descendents still 1live 1n the townshlps of Rushford
end Quro.
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Williem Turmer's Diary

Honey Creek, March 14,1850

March

14 8tarted for Cslifornlas Made 10 nileg.

March

15 Made 21 milese Took dinner under a bur oak treees

16 Made 13 miles and put up for the Sabbathe Via Beloite

Sunday

27 The lightening flashed, the thunder rolled & the air
was full of anove

18. Made 20 miles without anything worth notes

Via Rockford and Freeporte

19 Made 26 miles.. Stopped .for the nighte

20 Made 26 miles, put up for the nighte See nothing
worth notee

21 Made 25 miles. Put up st CGalena for the aight.

22 Made 18 miles, cross the Misslsalppl at Smith'a
ferry, 7 mile from Galena down the rivere

23 Made 18 miles, over rough and uneven country and put
up for the Babbath, belng c¢old and windye.

Sunday 24th

25 Made 15 miles to Thorns !M1l then two of us returned
back to the place where we stayed on Sunday in
pursult of s rifle vhich we lost on th2 roade

26 Thils morning 2 mlles from our nights resting place
we found the rifles Made 15 mlles today over rcugh
eountrys Cross the Wapsipiniaon 18 miles from Tiptone

27 Made 25 miles, encanped for the night for the first
time that we pltched our tent, it being one mile east
of Iowa Citye

28 Crossed the Iowa River thla morninge Made 17 miles &
put up for the nighte We had to make some repsirs on
our wagon & harness.

29 Made 25 miles over a good country & put up at English
river at the Grove.

30 Male 24 milez over g good country mdetly unsettleds
Pitched our tent for the nighte

31 Rather cool this morning. ZSeing under the necessity to

Sunday travel in consequence of fead we made 19 pilese Put

up at two o'clock where we found hay & corn a plentye
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April

Honday

Tuesday

10

11

Friday
12

Saturday
13

Made 19 miles, mostly unsettled, passed throu:h
Oskaloosa (loaded with grain) 7 miles from our
morning encampment & camped for the nighte

This morning belng rainy we mesde but 5 milies tudaye.
Crossed the Des Moine filver & sut up finding an empty
house at Ballfowntzin we laid over wsiting for the rain.

In consequence of the rain that fell yesterday & last
night we are yet walting hsre at Bollfowntaln.

We found ourselves on the rosé %o California once \
mores We left Fellfowntain at 8 o'clock, made 19 :
miles over bad roads & encamped at Woolf Rumn (?) |
for the nights

Made 20 miles over flat & level oduntry, very bad
roads, crossed several emall astrcams, drove 3 mile
from the road where we found a plonty of wood &
water & encamped for the night on Winnesota Branch
down the bluff,

After exercising ourselves for one hour in catching

two of our horses which broke loose from us we again
started on our journeye. Drove 2ix mlles over very

bad roade, crossed White Brest, quite a pretty stroame.
There we ascended a very bad hill, drove 9 miles to
Shardens Point (Chariton Point) where we took some
refreshment then drove 6 miles & encamped for the nighte

Made 25 miles o-er flat level prulrles, tolersble good
roads, water scasrce, we zncampsd on a small creek,
passed one grave on Infent Prairie. There is 7 teams
here in camp tonight besides oura. Windy with raine

The weather being very windy & ¢0ld we made 18 miles i
over a prairie country without any inhabltance, where

there 12 but now & then a little timber, where we encampe
¥We have not been able to get hay for 2 days for our team.
We have encamped on Wetson Creeke The water is uncommoniy
whitee I suppose it tc be in consequence of the slay

subsolil !

Traveled 7 milea to Mount Plzga over rough countrye
There we bought 200 1bs of hey for 31.25, corn was
worth $1.50 a bushels UWe then drove 12 miles over
prairle country & encemped for the nighte There 18

20 teams encamped with us tonighte. The water is hardly
fit to use for there is 100 head of catile & uorses

to drink out of the puddles
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Sunday

15 The forenoon was very snowys It hgs cleared up thls
afternoon & the weather 1= finees The weather hea
been 6old for mome time, Traveled 22 rmileoe today
over prairie, cressed scveral snall sireams, s1EC
one greve on the preirie, the name was Le Lo Burbank
engraved on the headboarde We have encomped on a EmAll
stream for the nighte

15 Traveled six miles over prsirie country, crossed a
amall stream then drove 15 miles to Sand Creek
where we took in wood & drove § miles, Encomped
for ths night on Cristsl Stream.

16 7 miles from our mornings encempment we crossed
Nishnabotny Kiver, a smell Mormon Town, pursued our
journey over prairie; -orossed several smell streamse
Msde 22 miles today & encaixped in a smsll grove for
the nighte The day has been very windy & oold & we
are threstened with a storme Yhere is not o now
& then o settler. We go from 5 to 50 miles between
settlergs One of our men has gone after hay & one
has gone a hunting, so .ends the day of Tuesday.

There hes 3 horses died todasy on the road for
Californias There 1s 30 tesms in cesmp «ith ours
tonighte We keeD up & watch tonight for the safety
of our team & feede We got 138 lbe hay for §1.38
tonighte Corn is §1l.50 per bushel, ocats ther ie not
amy in the country nor much hay to be hade The snow
fell an inch.

17

Wednesdey The westh-r continues @dld yete Traveled 5 miles
crossed Big Nishnabotany, crossed seversl small
.8treams, crossed S8llver Creek, 8 smell Mormon Towm,
passsed through Centre Village, encamped 1 mile west
of Centre Ville, a Mormon Towne Made 28 miles today,
encampod for the nighte

18 We moved two mlles today back from Kepesville &
encampeds During our stay here at the Bluffs we
found Ls Des Loewls heree He arrived here the same time
we dide There was a steomboat landed there the night
that we come in heroe It was 17 days in coming up
from Ste Louis. )

19 Today we sre cut to buy grzin for our tesm & provislons
for ourselvess, »Sought wheat for §1.00 per bushel to
feed the teeame The weather 1: more favoracle than 1t

has boon bofors.

20 The weather is rather mild st presente The grass
is but Just a starting. Today our men are preparing
for the Journey over the pleins. Two of them h-ve
gone to the mill with the wheat, one of them 423 Suying
groceries, one 18 a drawing hay ~hich we pay $8.00
per ton & I am keeping campa Corn we pay $le25 per
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Sunday

2l

Monday

22

Tuesday

23

24

25

26

27

Sunday
28

bushel, potatoes ) bu 75 cts, onlons 75 ctse

We lay in cemp resting ourselves for our long Journsy
over the plainge

Wo are all busyly employed in getting ready to start
on our Jjourneye The weather has cleared up fine,
falr prospect for good weathere

Wo again startcd on the road for Ceoliforniae. Drove
20 milea down the Missourle Rivere. We met with the
Parrot on the above nsmed River, @Good roads here,
we encamped for the nighte

Today we crosnod the Missourl River & encamped
walting for company tc meks our company sufficient
for the trip to Cslifornilae

The weather boing exceeding fair we sterted on our
bong miseion ahout 8 o'clocke We had one gteep

bank to ascend from the river this morninge Traveled
12 miles crosoed 2 small creeks todey, drove 1 mile
from the road & encamped for the night by a small
éroeok where wo found woods It 1= raining very little
tontghte.

The last right nhout ten c'clock the wind blew &
verfect huricane, subsided, & rained very little,
Thls morning wo started at &+ psst 8, traveled 8 mllea
crossed two smoll creeks, one bad slough, arrived at
Minnehasha Creok at X2 a.me where on: of our company
broke one exeltree in consequence of which we lay up
for repair.

Here wo orgenlze our company & mske Preparation
necesasary for the journeye We are composed of
S2 men, 2 womon, 60 horses, 18 wagonse

We were sgaln on the road at an early hour. Our
Progress being more rapid today we made 25 miles,
crossed several small creeks, encemped on the open
Prairles We Koep up a fire with weeda tonight which
v:ngather in the ravines The day has been cold &

W Y

In consequence of so much delay the last week we
think it expedlent for ua to trevel 7 mlles from our
mornings encampmente We crossed a small Etream where
we watered our team then drove 8 miles to Salt Creeke
The water was too salt for use theree Wa took in
wood crossed the stream, found fresh water, £1l1l our
canteens with weter, drove 8 miles & encamped the left
of the road on the open prairies Salt Creek is
skirted with c¢ottomiood, the water 1= bad tonight. We
have passsed ono company at Salt Crcek of ox teams,
also one dead horse, 3 dead oxene The country has
been extremely handsome for the'3 laat deye bui
scarcity of wood & wateras
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30

Four miles from our mornings encampment crossed

a small creek very steep banks, drove 6 miles,
crossed another creek, passed 5 oxen carcusses
which the ravenous wolves had devoured theilr fleshe
We pagesed one company, men vith ox teams & some of
them are in the state of starvation. Made 25 miles,
encamped one half mile to the wright of the road

in dbur oak groves

The weather belng very cold & very windy we made
rreparation for our deys worke Left our morning
encampment half past seven, drove until Houston
where we found about one acre of pgreen grass where

vwe batcds Here we went 4 mile for water to f£1ill our
canteons, found water 1 mlile from our balting vlace,
80 rods from the road for our teamse The road has
been good today. About 2 o'clock we atruck the Flat
bottom, passed 14 wagons, chains, yokes, & left on
the road by emlgrantse Made 25 miles todaye. Encamped
on a very nice creeke We pack wood 3 mile to keep up
a fire tonights Crossed one creek todaye

The weather is very cold thie morninges Drove 10
mlles without watere We g0 1 mile to procure it for
teamss Drive up the Plat River. Thiles River is
skirted with white ceder & cottonwocds The water
looks like the waters of the Missouri. Pasced one
place where there was 63 horses skulls layed in one
circle, also one Indisn village that was desertede
We aleo met a party of Indians that were Just returning
from war with the 8louxe The road being very sandy &
hard wheeling we m-=de but 22 miles today & encamped.
We.passed one company today of ox teamse

¥Wo were early on the road thls morninge Traveled

up the Plat ™iver, the roed being. very sandy we made
glow progresse We drove until 10 o'clock then we
found some grasse, We stopped to feed, we started
sbout 12 o'clock & made about 16 miles today and
encampeds Wood 1s scarcee It is very windy but warm
todaye We have a fine raln acompanyed with some hale
tonighte.

Started about 8 o'clock, mede 18 miles, the weather
belng very cold & our hay being gone we encamped aboud
3 o'clocke Pusscd Bsnks of Haleatones at one o'clock
that was washed into plles by the raine. We keep up

a fire with willows tonlighte.

The weather being warm this morning we started at

8 0'Clocks Our men feeling anxious to get some fresh
meat some of us perzued some antelope but witheut
effecte We 2gain Jolned our company and persued our

Journeye Traveled today without finding water fit to use
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Sunday
5

10

We also see several wolvess We find no wood today,
we ‘keep up 8 fire with buffalo chips tonighte

Comped at 3 after 4.

Today it wam thought best to “ravel on the account

of scaraity of grass & our Ssbbath'as day journey
ended 12 miles from oyr morning starting place, We
encamped about noon 1% miles west of Fort Kearnsy ard
spent the remesinder of the dey 1in conpe

Made 16 miles, found a sufficiency of dry grasse The
roads 1s sandy & heavy wheelinge The river wvater
which we are obliged to use i3 thick & muddy, much
better however than none. It being my watch tonight
with 2 others we feasted on the flesh of an antelope
that our -compeny killed todsye At 11 o'clock peme

2 man came to our camp.. We gave them a share of our
antelope soup & accomodated them with the little
which we had for the nights We get very 1little rain
tonight.

Today we made about 20 miles on good roadss The
general character of the country 1s level & handaomes

We were again early on the road thls morning. Our
progress being more rapid today we made about 28 miles
The river makes up to mesr the road at two places
todsy the wenther h~s been warm for 3 days but cool
nights and morningse No gress of any account except
the dry grass for our teame We keecp up a fire tonight
with small willow & buffalo chipas Drove cbout 80 rods
%0 the wright of the road where we found gpod water

& encampede

Met a oompany of men belonging to the American Fur
Company, Ste Loulse We met one company of 8 fur
traders belonging to Roby of Ste Joseph loaded with
fure.

The Plat River bottom extends from one to 3 miles

back from the river on the south sides Today we

made about 20 miles, p-ssed some Peculler bluffs

with now & then an evergreen growing on thelr surfaces
We drove one mile from the road & encamped, found

good wateres The ground for 3 mlles thls morning was
covered with slkalle About 10 miles from our mornings
encanpment the road bears to the river where we get
water for our teamse We foumd one place this afternson
where we found water in a dead creeke

We lay over until 12 o'clock pe.me walting for one
of our men to make an exeltree to wagone We then
made 13 miles, found one mudhole where we watered
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Sunday
12

13

Tueszds
14 ¥

15

Thursday
16

Fridsy
17

our teamse We crossed some deep ravines. we had
about 8 hours rain during the nighte We encamp %
mile from the roed where we find good watere.

We find ice # inch thick 1n our psils this morninge
7 miles from our morning's encampment we find water
for our teams, sbout 2 miles from our mornings
starting plsce we kllled a buffalo & took the most
of hie flesh for foods During the day we saw
numerous herds of the buffalo ranging over the
pleinas Made about 20 mlles todaye Drove a little
to the right of the rosd & encsmped where we found
watere Wood is very scarce for the last 3 dayse.

We lald in cemp prefering rath:r to meke the Sabbath
a day of rest than travel. For wood we burned a
wagon for cooking our provisionse

About 7 miles from our mornings encampment found
water. The country continues about the same. Made
about 25 miles during the day. Passed a pralrle dog
town one mile from our mornings encampment. Also
passed a company of Soldiers agoing from Fort Kerney
to Fort Laramiees We encamp on the road side tonight
without wood except some small stlcks which we find
on the bank of the rivere.

The monotony of the scenery haz grately chsnged from
the level prairie to the broken bluffs & deep ravinese.
Paased through Ash Hollow where the evergreens springs
from the crevises of the rocke 10 mlles from our
morning starting place we crossea the South Fork of
Platt River then drove 10 miles before we found water.
Pagsed through an Indlan Village. They were Slouxe

We encamp 2 miles west of the Indlan Villagee. Night
found us 28 miles nearer California than in the
morninge

The day hss been very warm but our drogress hes been
slowe The rosd has been very s ndy & heavy wheeling,
the high & elevated bluffs & deep ravines still
continueas to lay elong our roade. Passed a =small
Indian Town & encamped 3 miles west of the village.
Made about 20 miles. We bring water % mile but there
is no indicstion of wood.

The road over which we pass for 10 miles todey is
sandy & wo find 1t very heavy wheelinge The surfece
ia more on a level. Traveled 25 mlles, Crosgsed one
dry creek, also one small strcem of wster, % mile
from our encampment we find a spring of pure cold
waters

7 miles from our encambment we crosesed one small streanm
of watere 3 milea further on pzssed Solitary Towere

4 miles to the left of the road. After walking 15 miles

I had become very thirsty. I =aw 8 nond of water &
made towards it with the anticipation of getting =

draught of water but to my sad disappointment it was
naught but slkalis Thorefore I wrs constrained to
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Sunday
19

20

21

travel S miles further for watere We had s flne rain
during ths night. Made 22 miles & encampsd@ 1% miles
north of Chimney Rocke Wood is scarce for the laat

3 dayse

Left our encampment about 7 o'cloek a.m. made for
Scott's Bluffes Traveled 25 milea & enc~mped in the
valley to the west end of Scotts Bluffs where we found
wood & water, grass poore

Grass belng very scarce we drove 12 miles to Horse
ereek where we round good grass & water. We reached
Horse Creek at 12 o'clock & spent the remainder of the
dey in camp washing & preparlng for the wecks journeye.

Drove 10 miles, struck the Plat Rivere. The general
character of the country has been broken today.
Peased one Indlen trading Statlon, traveled 23 miles
encauped one mile from the river. There ie no sign
of woode

Drove about 12 miles, forded the Larimie River &
encamped about noon on the opposite side of the
River within 1% mile of Fort Laramle.

Wednesday

22

Thur sday
25

24

Saturday
25

We lay in camp until two o'oclock shoelng our horses
cuppling our wagons & making other orepartions for
the week. Started 2 o'clock p.m. Drove 5 miles &
encamped near Plat Riveres

¥We left our mornings encampment hslf past six o'clock
aesme Drove 25 miles during the daye. Ten mlles from
our morning encampment wo come to 8 spring of water.
81x miles further on we come to Bltter Creek & cold
spring. vontlnued up the Creek for two milea & left
it on the lefte 4 miles further on we come to another
small creeke The country which we travel to dsy has
been rough and orokene We camp tonight in the valley
wheore we f£ind wood & watere

We left our camp at 7 o'clock this morning. 7 miles
from our camp we come to Horse Shoe Creeke 6 miles
further on we come to Plat Rivers. S miles further
on we come to the Plat againe We camp tonight to the
right of the roed where we found good graas, wood &
watere The country which we passed for two days 1is
apoted with evergreen treea. Our days travel ends

22 miles from our morning's campe

Btarted at 5 o'clock, traveled ten niles to La Bonte
River, 5 miles further ono we come to liarble Creeke

We forded 1t & encemp on the bank of the creek. We
Bad a shower of railn & haill, which fell in torrents.
Cur journey ended 15 miles from our morning campe This
oreek 1s about ten feet wide & very steep bankse
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Sunday
26

Monday
27

28

We remained in c¢smp today recrulting ourselves for
the weeke

We had & 1light fall of snow this morning which
alightly empedes our trsvele. 6% miles from our
morning cemp we come %o a small creeke 6% miles
further we come tc enother smell creeks One half
mile further come to a very 8mall creek. The road
runs nearly two hundred yards down the channel of this
oreske One & half mile further on is La Prele River,
20 feot wlde, 2 feet deeps Small creek 4% miles one
Box Elder Creek one mile further on, five feet wide,

6 inches deepe Three & quarter miles further on we
oome to Fourche Bolse River, 30 feet wide, 2 fect deep,
ourrent rapld, & encamped on its banks one half mile
below the forde

Four % miles we struck the North Fork of the Plat River.
Five mlles on 1s Deer Creek, 30 feet wide, 2 feet daep
ourrent rapide. 2% miles s deep ravine, steep banks.

One mile a grove of timber on the bank of the rivere
Good chance to campe One mile on is crooked muddy
creek, 3 feet wide, gulch 2 and three fourths miles,

We have traveled sll dey in eight of snswe Msde 313
miles todey & encsmped mile up the Creek, 2 feet wide
6 inches deepe.

Yednesday

29

30

411 through the day has been very warme The mountains
8t111 contain thelr snowe We croassed Muddy Creek
1 mile from our camp, 3 feet wide, 1% feet deep,

2 ravines near together 3 miles further one. 3 miles
another creek, 5 feot wide. 1% miles further on we.
crossed the Plat Ferrye We drove 8 miles from the
river & encamped in g hollow where tnere is not much
chance for grass but no watere We payed £3 for a wagon
28 cts for a horse to crose the ferrys

We left our camp at 6 o'clock a.me 4% miles to
mineral Spring & lake. 7% milea to Rock Avenuee Steep
descente The rosd here pssses batween high rocks for

% of a miles 2 miles to Alkall Swamp & Springas This
Place 1s not fit for a cemplng blacee 4 mlles further
to 8 small stream of clesr spring watere We have

drove 18 miles today with out watere This alkall

water 18 poisonouses The roada gre of the beat kind.

2 and 3/4 miles from this plsce is Willow Spring, clear
o0old watere 4% mlles from here we crossed a bad Slough.
After trrveling 28 milea today we pltched our tents

on the bank of a small creeke We found but very little
grass, for fuel we hove to use wild sage.
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Friday

31 We found roads sandy & hesvy wheelinge 8 miles from
our morning camp 1s alkall Lakes & Springse Here
you may gsther Ssleratuse 5 miles from this place
1s Bweetwater River and Independence Rock, here we
ford the rivere This river is 8 rodd.wide & 2 feet
deep & runs along the base of Indevendence Rock.
Five & a _quarter miles from this is the Devil's Gatee
Drove 19% miles & encamped one mile eouth of the
Devil's Gate. We found good grass here but no wood,
a plenty of waters

June

1 We found the roeds today sandy & heavy travelinge
Croszed seversl amall creeks during the day, made
282 miles & encamped on the banks of Sweetwatere
We found a grnte sufficlency of grass tonighte

Sunday

2 Not finding feed for our teema 1t was though best to

travel 15% miles from our morning campe We came t0

Ice Spring, the ice from 18 to 24 inches under grounde

Roads were heavy but night found us 26 niles nearer

the Gold Regions than in the mornings We followed

up the Sweet Water River & encamped on its bonkse

Very little grass wae found for the teama,

Mondsy i

3 It being quite rainy today we remained in camp hereoe

We found that one wagon wes sufficlient to carry our

loads therefore we loaded all of our traps on to the

amall wagon & left{ our large WagOne

Tuesday
4 The. monotony of dry traveling has been relieved by
the rain which fell Mondaye We forded Sweet Water
this morning, treveled 237 miles, crossed several
small stresams & encamped on a branch of Sweetwater by
the side of a snow banke We have also traveled for
the last six days in sight of esnove We here founda
plenty of water & wild sage for fuel but very little
grasae

Wednesday
5 We forded Sweet Water 7 wmlles from our morning campe
9 and 3/4 miles from this river we found the Summit
of the Rocky Mountainas, Crossed 4 streams of water
in our course & encamped 23% milea from our morning
campe Here we found very good grass,

Thureday .
6 7 miles from our mornings camp we croased Dry Sandye
The water brackish & not fit for horses., Six miles
from here is the Junction of Celifornia & Oregon Roade
7 and 3/4 miles from here we come to Little Pandy,
making 20 and 3/4 miles drive with out water, kade
29 mlles today & encamded on the bank of big Sandye
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11

Wednesday
12

Thuraday
13
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We forded Big Sandy this morning, drove 17 miles
without water then struck Big Sandy, the second time,
then drove 10 milea to Green *‘iver where we encamped
for the nighte.

Vo remained in camp until one o0'clock p.me Then
forded the river, drove 2 miles down the river &
ensampede The ferrying was 4,00 for a wagon, 50 cis
for s horsees

We followed down the river 3% miles then left tae
river, No water nor grass for 153 milese. Land
rolling, barren mostly ssndy and several steep ravines
t0 pasBe We struck Black's Fork 152 miles from Green
Rivers Wo encamp on Hame Forke Our Sabbath day
Jjourney brought us 23 and 3/4% milea neasrer Eldorado
than in the morninge

We ferryed Rams Fork thia mornings We payed $2 for
ferrying our wagon & forded our horsese Here I met
with E. Dyer of Honey Creek, Wisconsin., After
crossing the river we drove 16 milea & enosmped on a
amall oreeck, '

No water today for 16 miles, then we struck Black's
Fork, drove 28 milss & pitched our tents for nighte
Rere we found a2 sufficiency of rrass, wild sage for
fuel & dug wella for watere

Two miles from our morning camp we descended aleong
oobble stone hill very asteep descent. Crossed scveral
small creeks in our course & mode 28 miles & encnmped
on Bear River. The general character of the country
is now mountzineouse

¥We ferryed our load this morning over Bear River.
Forded our horses & wagon, the water very high &
rapid currente We left the river at 2 o'clock peme
Drove 10 miles encamped on Yellow Creek at the foot
of a high gravely Bluffs, the day hese been cold.

The monotony of dry traveling hasa been relleved by
occaslonal showers during the day. 4 and 3/4 miles
from our morning camp passed Cache Cave & Echo Creeke
Croszed “cho Creek several times in our course. We
encamped at # past cleven 0'clock aeme, 12 miles from
our morning csmd & remsined in camp the remsinder of
the daye

After a drive of 14 miles & crossing Echo Creek 6 times
wo struck the Red Fork of Weber River. 4 miles further
brought us to Weber River ferry. Drové:l% mile from
the river & encampe The day hns been showery.
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After a long & tedious days travel over uneven roads
bad sloughs & crossing Kanyon Creek 9 times, this

creok 2% foet deep, water very swift, we at last
arrived within one mile of the summlt of Eutew Mountain
at a late hour almost exhausted, where we encamped.

We hitch our horsez to the trees for thrre was not

any grass for them to eat.

The snow was fast falling when we arose from our beds
thls morninge We soon threw the straps onto our horses,
drove 5 miles where we found feed, turned out to bait &
get our breakfaste After baiting we apnin started & a
drive of 8 miles broucht us to the Great Vslley &
within 5 miles of the Clty of Selt Lake. Here we
encamped & turned the horses up on the mountain to feede

Drove 5% miles & encamped # mile north of the City &
made preparations for the Journey. Here we found ice
in our pells for the two last mornings.

We drove & mlles today from the City for grasae Here
we encampeds The remainder of the day has been spent
in prepairing for the journey.

After making necessary preparations we again rolled
for Sacramento. Drove 8 mlles, crossod several small
oreeks & encamped on rise of zround at the foot of the
mountain which lays along the Valleye.

23 miles drive broight us 3 miles north of Weber River
where we encemped this river we pay $3 each to ferry
our wagon overs

¥e made 25 mlles today, passed the Hot Springs &
crossed seversl creeks during tae day & encamped on
Musqeto Creek.

A drive of 16 mlles brought usz to Bear River whilch we
ferryed over wegon for $5 & awam our horses. 2 miles
from here we found a stream of poor water then a drive
of 20 miles from here we found no water except warm
aprings. We drove 2 miles from here & made a dry campe
These sorings brackish & not fit for use, we encamped
tonight at 10 o'clock,

¥We was on the road at 4 o'clock this morninge. 4 drive
of 11 miles brought us to Cinoue Creeke Here we lay in
camp the remainder of the daye. We was glad to find
water here after a drive of 23 miles without 1te

6 miles from our mornlng csmp we crossed Deep Creek then
a drive of 18 mlles brought us to Pilot Springs. Here we
found good watere 7 mlles further.brought us to Sink
Creek on the mountain. We drove 2 miles % encsmped, the
laat 22 milles baron, i1ts orincipasl product wild sage &
greasewoode
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We was early on the roed this morning. 19 miles
brought us to Cassionz Oreek, here we drove 2 of a
mile over the slope of the mountain, this distance

was all small stone that rolled from the mountain.
Here we had t0 hold onto our wagons to keep tnem from
upsettinge We followed up this creek for 11 miles,

we f£illed our water cask, then left thne creek & made

a westerly direction. We mnde 32 miles today, crossed
gseveral amall streams of good water & encomped one
mile to the right of the roade

An early hour found all in readiness for a starts
drove 3 miles %o the Junction of Fort Hell & Salt Lake
Road & steeple Roocks, then drove 12 mlles over rough
mountaineous country to Goosoe Creeke Followed up the
Creek for 5 miles & encsmpede We had a snower of raln
about 3 o'clock this afternoon acompanyed with hail
walch fell in torrentse It slso relieved the monotony
of dry travelinge

The weather beling fair we made ready for our departure.
We followed up Goose Creek for 13 miles then left the
Cresek. Struck a small creek, followed up the kenyon

3 miles where we turned our horses out to graze upon
the slope of the Mountaines Mide 30 miles today over
rough rocky road mostly. Some steep hills to sacend

& descende We encamp tonight at the foot of Thousand
Spring Valley near a spring of good water, a plenty

of grasses & woode

We left our oemp at % past 6 o'clock this morning.
Followed up the Valley & found but very little grassa,
water a plenty. The roed generally good. Made 25
miles & encamped on a small creek where we found a
sufficiency of cosrse grasa & sage brush for fuele
There was a woman died nesr our cemp last evening

& burled this morninge

A drive of 3 mlles broucht us to the end of the Valley+
We then followed up the kanyon 2 mlles & found a
delightful place to camde ere we remained in camp
during the remalnder of the day, washing our clothes

& preparing for the weeks travele Here we found a
sufficiency of grass, wood & watere

A1) things was in readiness at sn early hour for our
departures We left our camp at 5 o'clock, drove 20
miles, turned out for dimner, here we found red clovers
After dinner we drove 15 miles & encamped on Humbolt
Riveres Wood scarce & gress poor, the rosd poore. We
drove through cloude of dust today & looked more like
Indians than white mene We looked much worse however
than we apeareds
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4 miles from our morning o~mp we come to the ford of
Humbolt at Marys River, alco two sloughs. Here we
fell in with severel wagons. The water being dcep
aome of them was packing their goods over on horses
others ferrying 1ln a wagon boxe With our men engaged
in fording & packing our goods, some on thelr heads,
others on their shoulders, & drawing our wsgons over
with ropes. It would been amusing to our Wisconsin
frionds to haove witnessed the scene, whlle we were
fordiing the river up to our arm pitse We Jdrove 25
miles down the River & encamped one mile wast of the
River, Our wagona rolled feloe deep in dust. the most
of the daye The feed goode

Two miles from our morning camp we forded the Xorth
Fork of Marys River, near the Junotione Water 3% feet
deep 20 yerds wide, not swift current. Here we vacked
our things over on _our horses & drove through with

our wagone About % mile from here the river mzkes a
turn & passes through the kanyon then makes back to
roade Followed down the river 27 miles & encempeds
Tho road very good except very dustye We found good
feed by going 1} mile up the gorge in the mountain.
Near the river 1s very miry slso the small yellow fly
ara very troublesome resembling the black flye.

Independence Daye It came not ushered in wlth the
checrful clang of belle or the Ha :py Clsmor of
Artillery, etill our little band of Amerilcans
acknowledge it on the desert waste reverting to the
kindred days spent at home and the enjoyment
experienced at home on their annual approach tut time
was preclious & we was obliged to travel two mlles from
our campe We left the river ascended along steep hill
to summit one mlle then wended our way 3 miles through
the Gorge of the mountain to a small c¢creek 5 mlles,

To sanother creek 7 miles then drove ten miles &
encnmped on a8 high bluffe. We go 2 miles for watere

We found good feed % mile from campe We use wild:sage
for fuele

Ve was early on the rosd, traveled over hills & rough
roads, found Beversl svrings down the Kanyon. We
4galn struck lMarys River, 10 miles from mornings
canp, then left the river ascended = long steep hill
to the river again 8 miles, followed down ths river

& encamped on a creek near the foot of the mountain
but we found no rass nor wood oxcept gresse woode
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Not finding feed last night we started at an esrly
hour, drove 3 miles, the grass looked so inticing
we turned out our team & lay in camp the remainder
of the a1y, for fuel we burned a Wagon.

"o wae £gin on the road st six o'clock. Found good
grass for sboaut 4 mllese. We struck the river 10
mlles from our camp & passed over the slope of the
bluff for ome miles rough roeky road then left the
rivers NO more grass nor water after this for 22
milese Drove 32 miles today & encamped on a small
creek, 100 rods to the left of the roade We wzde
the creek & mud holes to get gress for our horsese
{héa we pack % miles We found the roads very heavy
oday .

Two niles drive brought us to the river then left
the riveres No grass nor w-oter for 14 miles then
oome t0 the river againe Here we left the river,
drove 5 miles north winere we found a plenty of
wild clovers We estruck our poles for an encampment
at 12 o’elocke Here we was employed in cutting
grass & mepering for croasing the Deserts The
country which we passed over for the l-st two days
ia mostly oovered with Saleratus. Surface guite
level & very dustye.

8 miles srive broucht us to the rivere Followed
the river 2 miles then left the rivers. Here the
river pasged through the gorge of the mountaine
Ascanded & steep bill then followed down the ravine
& struck the river 6 miles from where we left 1ite
Drove 30 mlles today & encsmped by the zilde of a
slewe There was but very little grsss that we got
with our knives becsuse our horses could not get

to ite The road which we traveled over today is
the same a8 before describeds

We left camp at 10 o'clock asme Drove 5 miles to
the river passed round the point of a bluffe Hera
is the Junction of the rivere Followed the north
fork in 8 northern direction for 2 miles then
orossed at the £oot of scme ulgh send bluffs which
you will gee ssveral mllos distance vefore erriving
at the bluffa, Here we left the bluffs to the right.
Here wo mnde a eouthwest course croszed 8 stony
sand hil, soon struck the main river againe. The
water 1e§a in aloughs on either side of the mailn
rivere 0 nade 18 miles todsy & encamped near the
river where we found some feed for our tesms & a
plenty of sage for fuels

We left our caxp at six ©0'cloeck this morning, drove
16 miles over very heavy sandy roads, then come to
8 dusty plsin two milea. Froa here you have the
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bank on the west side of the river, 1s 75 reet high,
nearly purpendiculer, whillst the opposite side 1is
nearly level with the rivers Distance about % mile
to the bend in the rivere 1% miles here the river
tokes 8 turn & runs nesarly south whilst the road
oontinues on Weste We made the river agaln after a
drive of 10 miles over an ashes Dlain where there
was not one speer of grass to be sesene Here we
encampeds We found no zrass of consequencees We fed
out the little grass whlch we had provided for the
deserte What little rrass on the lower end of thise
river leys in slougha & very bad to gete We keep up
& fire with grease wood tonighte

Our road today was about the same as 1in the
afternoon yesterdaye. Made 22 miles today &
encamped on the bank of the river where there was
not a apeer of grass to be founde We made to the
river twice during the day, it being % mile from
the roade

At 3 o'clock this morning we found all things in
readyness & we cstarted om our road. Drove 10

miles, the road makes to the river here, we turned

Sunday
14

out to feed where found nothing but willow for our
animalse We 1~y here two hours then started one
Drove 10 miles then drove to the river, unhitched

our team & basited on wlllowse Agailn no grass to

be found. We followed up the trall on the bluffs

a8 the road soon leaves the rivere. Agaln today we
have had tiresome work, the roads were very dry &
the clouds of dust nearly =suffacated ourselves &
hourse, We struck the river five miles from our
nooning place where we watered our teame Here the
road lesves the riveres 13 miles from here we come
t0 8 creek but nc feede Some very good springse

We fllled up our casks with water, crossed the creeke.
3 miles breought us to the river then drove 3 miles to
the blg marshe. We encamped about 9 o'clock at night
ourselves and our horses nearly exhaustede

A1l hands were employed today in cutting & dryi
frass to feed on the Deserts The river 1s sa2igd
high & 18 still risinge. We waded 1in water from
12 to 18 inches deep to cut our grssss This water
strongly impregnated with alkall.

w
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I attended meeting this evening, it being the firat
time that I have heard o sermon since I left the

Statese
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We lay in camp until 3 o'clock p.me Wo were visited
by seversl Cayute Indlans, We drove 10 miles tonight
& encamped noar a slough, where we found very good
grazing for our animels. The water brackish & poor
as 1t nesr the Sinke The water laya in sloughs

near the Sink,

Left our camp this morning at half past fivse
o'clock quite fatliegued for the musquetoes were so
aumerous & troublesome thet we could not slesp one
half hour during the nighte Drove 12 miles to the
last zlough where we arrived at 10 o'clock s.me

We lay here until 4 o'clock when we hitched up &
rolled out for the desert after £illing our casks,
canteens & every other thing that would hold watere
Drove 12 miles, stoped two hours to bailt, then
drove 10 miles, stoped two hours sgain, then drove
8 miles & agaln s=toped 1# hours then drove asbout

7 mlles & our teams were falling very famte We
left our wegon, threw away a portion of our clothing,
packed the remalnder & our pProvisions on to the
horsee & moved on at a slow rstees Wo 2rrived at
Carson River on the 17th at 12 o'clock a.me We lay
there until & ofclocke 1% miles from here we
encamped on the river where we found very good
grazing for our norsese The distande acrost the
Desert, 95 milea. The 2ast part of tae Deesert very
sandy. Several sandy places near the centre of the
deszert, 1t mite with proprietry be canlled s Desert
for 150 miles,

Lay 1in csmp today untll 6 ofclock meking pack
seddlese We followed upd the river 10 mlles, then
left the river for 18 milese 4 portion of the rosd
sundy & heavy, others very rcugh & stoneye.

We struck our poles for encempment on the morning
of the 18th at 3 o'clock on the bank of the river.

¥e lay in camp today until 7 o'clock peme then left ;
the river, crossed over & desert for 26 milese. -
Sa & heavy travellings Ve s=truck C-rson River on

the 19th st day braskee Ley here shout 2 hours then

drove 10 mlles to where we found good grass on the

river bottome

Lay in camp today with one of our men in consequence

of his not being eble to travel. July 20th my

pordner left me on Carson Rlver witn James Scofleld i
& moved for Csliforniae. |

Lay in camp today recrulting the eick man,
Loft our camp at 8 o'clock this morning one mile

from our camp we left the river croessed s desert
for 14 miles, struck about 11 o'clock a.me Made
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30 miles & encamped near the foot of the mountain
vhere we found good grass & watere

Loft our camp at an early hour, found 2 plenty
good water todaye Made 25 miles & encamped in a
valley surrounded with mountains, where we found
good grass, wood & watsre. We encaomped at the
moutn of the kanyon.

Followed up the kanyon, road good for 1% miles,

then very rough & rocky for 5 mlles, Almost lmpassible
After this very good roads. M}ade 15 wmiles today &
encanved at the head of Red Lokey & the foot of the
Slerra Nevada Mountains. Found good grass, wood &
watere We have traveled in a pine timbered country
today.

Left our camp at 8 o'clock & started to ascend the
mountaine The trail winds 1ts way around the steep
granite rocke It did not avoid the rough going
however 1t kept all hands busily employed in climbing
the Mountalne We crossed the first Range of moun~
talns & encamped at the foot of the Peconde Made

8 miles today & encamped at 8 o'clock D.me

We arose early thlas morning & found the ground
covered with a very heavy froste We left our camp
at five o'clock & bexgun to ascend the mountain. We
ascended the first sbout one mlle to summit, not
very rough but long & steep, then descended down into
e small wvalley 1% mile, then commenced ascending the
last high psak of the mountaln one an? three fourths
mile to the summite Here we found snow from one to
fifteen feet deep wnilch rendered the rsad quite
comfortable, otherwise it must h-~ve been impasssble.
We then found ashort pilece of good roade After this
we found rough, rocky roads for 3 ~lles where great
care should be taken for it is very dangerous teo
animals & wegons. After this we found the roads

some smoother. We descended down into e am2ll
velley siout 3% miless Here we found very little
grasas. Here we baited & made a cup of tea, eat.our
dlnner, then drove 5 miles, HAilly roasds, not very
rough & encemgzed 3/4 miles west of two amall lakes
laying about 80 rods aparte

We were on ths road this morning at 6 o'clocke
Traveled over mountaineous country. Some portion

of the roed very stoney, drove 8 milez found gresse.
Turned out here to bait. Found no more grass today.
Made 18 miles & encamped with out feed on camp Creeke
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Qur rosd today has been very auilly, also stoney &
sandy after 5 drive of 15 miles we found water
300 yards to the left of the road in a ravine.

¥We drove 18 miles todaye. Found no grass for our
animals we encemped on a ridge & drove our animals
2% miles for grasss :

A drive of 18 miles over good roads brought us to
Hangtown the noted Gold diggins,.

July 20th my partner left me on Carson River with
Scofield & moved for California. There I remalned
for two days when we moved on agalne We had stopped
at the 14 mile desert.

The followlng 1s a list of the expenses which it
coat{ me extra laylng over with James Scofleld.

Exnenses at the 14 mile Deserte.

Flour 4 lbs $5.00
Corn meal 1b 1,50
Sugar % 1b 1.00
Castor oll 2 spoconsfull 24

Carson Vally

1 1b sugar 1,00
3 1lbs bread, 1 qt milk 350
Lake Valy

1 1b tea 50
Flour on the mountain 4 1b 1,60
pork 3 lbs 1.20
to brandy 75
to 6 1bs flour at 20 cota 1.20
to 1 1b sugar .gg
to 3 1bs rice «90
to 11 1bs hay 1.65
to 12 1lbs hsy 1.80
one pack sadle 200

Traveling expenses from Georgetown to Hangtowne.
On Jsmes sccount & expsnss wnile with him 3379

Auguat 23, 1850...,s raceived 350

August 24, 1850
to Te M. Clark Dre
to 4 cotton shirts 66,00
to 1 woollen ohirt 3600
belonging to Je He Scofield
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