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Dr. Mountain 
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The hospital was fortunate in its choice of county physicians. 
Doctors Harvey and Clark were folloved in 1861 by Dr. I.S. Tttua, former 
State Senator from El Dorado County and author of important health legia
lation which provided for the establishment of infirmaries for outpatient 
care in all countie1. (aee illustration) Kia able aaaiatant, Dr. John 
Cook, took over the management of the facility in 1862 and built the 1tata
wide reputation for excellent care continued by his succeaaora. In 1880 
the hospital was ably managed by Dr. H.W.A. Worthen who had been in 
practice in Placerville since 1855. By 1898, when Dr. N,W. Mountain 
headed it, the El Dorado County Koapital served aa an emergency center 
par excellence. (1ee illustration) In addition to a steadily increas-
ing rate of patients injured in mining accidents due to the develo1""8nt 
of deep mining, the ho1pital handled the seemingly chronic problem of 
the treatment of teenege boys who wounded themselves while practicing 
the quick draw. 
~~ 

From the 1880's to 1904, 152 of 1,001 patients were indigent. After 
this date and until new facilitie, were built in 1946, this ratio changed 
until charity patients were the bulk of admiaaions. Yet under the able 
direction nf Dr. A.A. McKinnon and others, the same high quality of care 
and of concern, wae maintained. The present hospital, built in 1946 and 
appraised at $345,000, was n,odernized and• completely new building added 
in 19~5 at a cost of about a half million dollars. The sursical suite, 
newest in western El Dorado County, the X-Ray room, and an outlay of over 
S)00,000 for new equipment, made chis !!J<•dern sixty-four bed facility a 
natural to become a community hcspi tal which could serve the total needs 
of the area, which it has been since 1965. The facility was leased by 
the l.:nlversal Medical Sys tems c,,rp,,rat!,>n in July 1972 and the name was 
changed to the ~,>ther Lode Medical Center ll<1spital. The terms of the 
lease are quite fa·:.:,rable to the C\lu:,ty and insure t !"~at large sur.is wi 11 
be paid for upkeep and new equipment. 

~'-- ~ 

.. 

Dr. Isaac Titus ~ ~ California State Lib rary 

In 1852 che Judge in the Court of Sessions ordered the sum of $300 
to be drswn f~r Dr. Willian L. Thomas to pay for the needs of several 
patients: " •. :of' ao much of said sum II will be sufficient to procure 
the necesaary •.• food .•• medicines which may be required to restore the 
aaid parties to health ••• or buriel in case of their demise." Thia rou• 
tine order took cognizance of the fact that death was an every day accom
paniment of the early pioneers during the gold rush. 

The concern and care which was shown then was the beginning of a 
proud tradition in the present Mother Lode Medical Center Roa~ital. The 
physician of today no longer bears the terrible burden of the tragic and 
unavoidable loaa of ouch a large proportion of hi• patienta. 1'1odern llll!di
cine has conquered or controlled a great many of the disea1e1 which were 
rampant then, but the care and concern of Forty-nine is atill the hallmark 
of the hospital. 

~~ 
The Argo~uts . c . 1890. p. 116. 1 Haskins, C.W. 

2 Court of Sessions Records, El Dorado Co. Vol. AA p. 59 and fol. 
also Vol. A various. 

3 Sioli, Paolo. Historical Souvenir of El Dorado County. 1883. p. 144. 

4 Groh, George. Doctor of the Frontier. quoted in American Heritage 
Magazine, Vol. 14 , Xo. 3. April 1963. p. 90. 

~~~ 
BIOGRAPHICAL XOTE~ •)F EARLY P!O);EERS. 

The fo llowi~~ is an aostract of early admissions records o f the 
hospital. A compar iso~ of these na:nes with the early mining rec~rda 
of the county re·:eals that the r.1ajority u{ names listed are those ~f 
earl:: miners. ~a!!y .,t!',ers listed were pn:,minent a~on~ the early busi
nesst:1en llf the arta. :'•..:ring t~ie g,lld rush period , recllrds- \leTe l~ ften 
sca!\ t :: anli ':.> i ,,.:r.si;,·· .:ca l n'-,tes such as these have special value fr,r 
!tis!\l:-!ans a:,d ~e·:e.al~· ..: is!.s. '!he d~ath rec,.,rds 1.Jf :'.l :>oradn C,,i,nty 
werf: destr·.·:\·ed '-"'~.t:.: :. ·.c l.~~·.irt~. ,use ~: •.Jrned in 1912 a:1d t.he death n1.:•tices 
i· :· 1·:r!E:d ~,J:r~! ·~ -...·.ll ?tY,t: ~., ·· ·t.: u se f ·1l i!l hrid~i'.:.~ ~~.e &xistin~ ~ap. 



.. . . 

TUESPAY, 24 tl'l.. 
Our road ·today 11.as been over the san:e sandy desert that it was 
yesterday, nqthing b~t sand and dust. If ever I was hE:!artily sick 
and tired ot anything in life, it is of this almost insufferable 
road. I have sometimes thought that all the gold. in California 
could not incluce me to return by thjs route. All who think to make 
it a pleasure trip will find themselves sadly mistaken! It is one 
of continual toil and labor. No man can possibly perform more 
actual labor in the States than each of us performs on this trip! 
You are arouseq. at 3 o'clock in the morning. The first th.tng ;ts to 
turn loose your mules. Tugging, h<1uling, pulling at a stubborri 
mule until you are almost ·worn out! Then a fire is to be made, 
water to get, not infrequently a mi:.e off, this evening a mile and 
three-fourths. After breakfast, wh:.ch consists of hot bread, hot . 
C"offee and fat bacon, you commence harnessing . . Then comes the tug 
of war, pulling, hauling, driving, ~myway to get your mules to your 
wagon. I sometimes think the most ilatient minister would become 
angry and vexed, even swear a littlE~, sometimes at least think, if 
not speak, the oath. If I am ever again asked what wi 11 try cl·• 
man's patience, I will answer, "A little stud mule." They are the 
most vexatious· things I have ever iri my whole met with. 

Toil, toil, from morning to night, and then standing sentinel 
half the night is the emigrant I s da:.ly routine. It is enough to 
kill anyone, but thanks to good fortune and hard work, our journey 
is now almost complete. 250 miles farther will bring us to the . 
Golden Banks of the Sacramento, and then if ever a pool", tired, 
worn-down sinner took sweet rest, it will. be myself! · · 
We traveled today until 2 o'clock, milking about 18 miles . We left 
out' wagons at the road and drove our mules c:me and 3/4 miles to 
the river, where amongst some willows, we found the best grass we 
have seen for some six or eight day~i . Here we thought to remain 
two hours and proceed to the Sink, ~;ome s:ix or eight miles further 
on, but finding the grasis; so much butter than we anticipated, · 
thought it most prudent to remain hE,re until tomorrow, as we would 
l:>e necessarily compelled to recruit our mules a 1.ittle before.· · 
entering the 46-mile d.esert, which we do immediately after passing 
the Sink. Prom packers, we learn that the grei.,t or rush of 
emigration is cine hundred and fifty (150) mile~ in our rea:r; 
tht,refore, there is no absolute necessity for us to be in such a 
hurry. · 
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ThE Thomas : ! a: . is a brown leather 
ot·,·r ! e.p . ro::1:r 1 •1y - 1/4 · , ! c 

covered ''Day Book" 
l:°}y 12 1 /'? inches. 

... ,.: the 

: :.e f • :':., t ~w: ::, .u~ ; , not numbered are mostly cov,~red with !c"l~n ' !e:! 
numbers and lists. 
Three items are written in ink: 

1. Johnsons Liverpool 
No. 348: fu:1 T. Leaver 

2. John F. Long 
8hellyv.:lle. :·.,, : 6_: - ~ .... 

3. Tiow solemn it is to think of by gone days and ~1~_,n~ then 
to the present time. ~. McCarty 

Page~ , net numbered, contains more penciled " z. • • 

?age 4, not nu.mbered, contains this line written in ink a1 • ;rossed 
out: Marcelline Ill. July 20, 1848. 

~n i t ;"lr.t""""ins :: list of meals charged 
• Apri.l, 1850 

?age !S, not numbered, nC" ".: :. l.;;i. 

Marc~: 

Then severaJ pages ~ave ~een either L ~pr partially or completely 
:· • O.!t. ":'h•<-<f" prr• i rin~ •h .. :-,n:~•n ··~ wr:.tten in ink and list 

. 1 t '.,...I~t~ ,:,.,i':i ,.. -v1.- . 1 :- r. - .. .,., .,:: r .. hr·n by Dr. Thomas as a 
?~ysician . T~e dates run from ~lly, 1848 to November 1842. 

7he first complete numbered page ~s # 13. That page and also #!4 
contain the "Way !?ill of Distances and camping places etc." (Tl.is 
! ! • • ' ! ~ the back of your copy of the diary. From '!:he top of 
,aJe :~ t ·~ - !~ ! ·~ : -~ £ .e 23, are entries in !nk 
r-•, !"'\·cd• .~ •• ~ sP-rv:ices ~,..-.~ ; ... 1r-d . These date ... t''!}" c :-r-• 
Fr~b. 49. 

Page8 1.5 r. J 1C l I J s 

of patients 
Oct, 48 t0 

Pages 17, 181 19, 20, 21, 22, -r-" 1 23, n11m't,erec1 r-)ages, conta.i:-1, 
beneath t~e ink written notations, pencil notations of patients 
serviced between Nov. 1849 and Feb. lS50 

Pages 24 ane 25, not numbered, 
patients serviced between Dec. 

'I!~ .. 1,.=~ t 1 ler; .nc~~ - t ! ~-~ 
t r:-e'-.. : ~r, o 

of 

The re\'t!-?:"S~ _ ! ,l t:= ~= ;~..;-: 
~:.t- diary rtt':9·i:~ ,,n_, .: .., 

25, not numbered, i.- 1 • 11~•,=rZ ~'-=~€ 1, 
The first entry i~ 1ated Sunday, 

May 20th, 1849 

and 



_,, 

The • - 1 L
1 ! =-~: *"" ! • ·: 1 

1 • ••1.1· ': ,,• page 61 the df,te ~ c:,- t ··~· • .. y 
A;1.g1;1..st1:. · ~.::,. 7' '-..... !!. ~' r- ., ... ,~ ... !'"? ~ ~,.~,...,, oftl1e 
entjre hook. The following names are 1· L~n~ after L' ~ - •• 

::.:,roper: 
Rc!1r;ert B. - r-, .l f'' 

C. ......... -- -
April 
A1'.)ril 
Apr"!1 
Apr:.l 
Apr .:i .l 

11 
1st 1850 
1st 1850 
1st 11350 
r- • • J 850 

Con tr ... 
Wi!liam Springs 
A. EI. :!ogins 
Thomas Murray 1<' : .. ~ :'"F 

The middle section r · 1.r book 1 

the 1J<:!C~ .:i: . .H t"•. l'l':'."'e.1 : i ! ' • 
Marcelli~e, Nov. 8th 1848 
Prescriptions and recipes 
is followed by some medical 

is: 

formula$. 

' · pages. 1 a ~')ages- from 

The following 5 pages ~ontain pencil notat!on 1 ! amounts !iste~ 
under Wm. '!'homas, W.W. Woodworth, E, ?r. !Ioo~.7er and Jno Dan.ie1 
These notations are dated f~om Sept. 184~ to ~dn. 1850 . 

~t the bottom e r the 4th page from the hack is written in ink: 
Money in my possession belonging to ~eaten - ~3S.5C 

nn thti 2nd page from the 'back, writterJ i:::1 irJ:.:,is t}.e f ·-i.!.1::>w.ing; 
Capt. William MiJler 
Late of the Bouneary Survey 

On the last page of the book, wr!tten in ink !s ~~ ! ~ : 
W.ill.iam Marsl"!alJ. - Tnd.ia Rnle:r qui .l t and pan 

"" :1f: ' ,: r W:' ': r;a , .• r:t::.: :-•. ·e. of the di~ry is worn on t!1e corners and 
edges, but generally is in good shape. The pag~s jn the last ~alf 
of the book are water spotted, but this 1' r~ ~-=> ,,.,,.. n , • :: ... ~~"' • "" 
~~~ diary entries 



SUNDAY, MAY 20th. 

DIARY OF DR. WILLIAM THOMAS 
1849 

Left our encampment on the Platte River some 60 miles above Fort 
Kearney about daylight this morning. In consequence of the 
scarcity of grass and fuel, drove 5 miles and stopped to graze our 
mules and get breakfast. The country through which we traveled 
presents no variation of scenery whatever--the river on our right, 
the bluff, or rather a sandy ridge, on our left before us as well 
as behind. The only thing the eye can detect is one continuous 
plane, occasionally dotted by emigrants wagons and cattle, of which 
there is an immense number. I have not kept an accurate account of 
the numbers we passed since crossing the Mo. River but should judge 
about 500. The emigrant in crossing the planes, will experience 
many difficulties and troubles. Scarcity of fuel, want of grass, 
bad water,and heavy roads are some of the privations he must expect 
to suffer, say nothing about guarding his animals, want of sleep, 
etc. The weather today is pleasant, though rather cool; in fact, 
for the last week we were obliged to wear our overcoats and gloves . 
It has rained almost every day and night for ten days, making the 
roads scarcely passable. I think from today's appearance, however . 
we will have some fine and settled weather. For 36 hours there has 
been a strong east wind blowing, not our common breezes but what 
would be called in our country, a regular built hurricane. But we 
are secure from harm as there is not a tree probably within 20 
miles of us. After breakfast we left our encampment and traveled 
over the same beautiful, though monotonous valley-the never ending 
Platte. The roads improve a great deal. We encamped for the ~ight 
about 3 o'clock near the river. From an island we obtained 
sufficient wood for culinary purposes. This is the first wood we 
have had for ten days during which time our cooking has been done 
with weeds and buffalo chips. Today we discovered a number of 
cattle about 3 miles to our left , which we took for buffalo. some 
of our boys gallopped off in pursuit but returned much crestfallen. 
Our company consists of eleven teams, 6 mules each, and forty-two 
men, New Yorkers and Kentuckians, mostly Kentuckians, first-rate 
fellows as you ever saw. Our Captain, Mr. Bayse, a Kentuckian, is 
much of a gentleman, and well qualified to conduct a company to 
California. We joined his company at Fort Childs that was, but now 
Fort Kearney. We form what is called a "corral" when we encamp, 
which is done in such a manner that our wagons form an oblong 
circle, thus,[ ? ] inside of which we picket our mules to protect 
them from the Indians. 
We, at dark, post our guard consisting of 4 men who are relieved in 
two hours, and four others called out who stand also two hours and 
so on through the night, making four guards and sixteen men. 
Consequently, each of us come on once in 3 nights, or, in other 
words, every third night. Traveled today 15 miles. 



SATURDAY, 23rd . 
Remained in camp yesterday mending, or rather altering harness, our 
mules resting. At 5 o'clock this morning we started. Traveled 
over some exceedingly high mountains. Found plenty of water and 
not infrequently could see snow on every side of us, above and 
below us, though the weather is tolerably pleasant. We passed a 
spring today, the coldest water I ever saw. Saw a most beautiful 
grove of pine trees. Nooned after traveling 10 miles, on a high 
mountain. Here Sheapherd stopped also. We traveled after dinner 
some 12 miles and encamped on a small ravine on good grass. Soon 
after stopping, a band of Snake Indians came up also and stopped 
near us. They are an inoffensive, harmless race of beings. 
Sheapherd went on. Some four or five of our company were reported 
on the sick list this morning, two of them very sick. 



WEDNESDAY, 11th. 
Started early this morning; made good travel, and encamped for noon 
at the head of the Hot Springs Valley. Here, the packers who 
camped with us last night came up. Their sick man being unable to 
travel, they left him 5 miles beyond our camp, calculating to make 
an early stop and wait for him to come up in the cool of the 
evening, but, overtaking us, made arrangements for us to have him, 
he giving us the use of 3 good mules. We waited until one of the 
men went back and brought him up. He is very sick (disease, 
mountain fever). We traveled a miles this evening over a ridge to 
a branch of Mary 1 s River [Humboldt River]. Here we found some 20 
or 30 wagon$, mostly ox teams and some 20 packers. This is a good 
place to camp, good water and grass. Our travel today was about 23 
miles, weather pleasant, dust intolerable . 



SATURDAY, 14th. 
Stewart is somewhat better this morning. We got an early start and 
traveled along briskly until noon. Not finding good grass, we 
traveled until 2 o'clock before stopping We remained in camp until 
near 5 and proceeded down the river some 10 miles to where the road 
leaves the river and passes over a mountain; here we found 
excellent grass. The entire bottom along this river appears to be 
composed of a[n] ashy dirt, mules miring down in many places in the 
dry dirt. In wet time it is impassable. The water in this river 
is very warm; the days hot and nights exceedingly cool. Traveled 
today about 24 miles. A great many ox teams camped here also . 



SATURDAY, 28th . 
Enjoyed a night of good repose, though I was one of the guards We 
all slept late this morning, not intending to travel today. Some 
hundred persons, I presume, arrived here today, the most woebegone 
looking people you ever saw, almost famished. There is here a 
continual bustle and stir, men coming in, others taking water out 
to their suffering companions. No one can tell the distress and 
suffering on this desert. We proceeded up the river (Carson's R.) 
about four or five miles, late this evening, in order to look out a 
more convenient and pleasant camping place that we found after a 
short drive, a pretty level bottom, a lovely grove of cottonwood 
trees affording us a most delightful shade. In this bottom, there 
are, I presume, 100 men resting· themselves and recruiting their 
animals. Indians, I have seen none here, though there have been 
several animals killed by them. These Indians (the Root Diggers) 
are a cowardly race and will do you no possible injury unless they 
can do it sneakingly, and one man can keep 50 of them at bay. They 
are a most distressed nation, living almost alone upon roots. If 
they can, unperceived, slip up and shoot an arrow into an ox or 
mule so as to disable it so much that it will be left, they will do 
it in order to get the carcass for food. We have watched our mules 
closely, and so long as we do it, there is no danger, but as 
certain as we become negligent, we are sure to lose our animals. 
The weather is warm . 



MONDAY, 6th. 
Succeeded this morning in getting our last wagon up by 10 o'clock 
and was soon on the march. The road is miserable, much rock and 
hills. We were until late in the evening getting to Lake Valley, a 
distance of only six miles. Here we encamped on good grass. This 
is another recruiting place. At this place, we met a Mr. Hastings, 
he who conducted a train out to California from Missouri in 1843 . 
He was expecting to meet his brother who, however, had taken the 
other road by the Truckee River, as he learned from some packers 
who came up before we left. Mr. Hastings is quite a gentleman in 
appearance and possesses a goodly share of information of almost 
any kind, by profession, a lawyer. Great encouragement was given 
by him, distance, 80 miles. The prospect of so speedy a 
termination of our long, toilsome and tedious journey elated us 
all, and for once at least, the countenances of all in camp--now a 
cheerful appearance! 



THURSDAY, 9th . 
Having to make 25 miles today without grass, we made quite an early 
start. Ten miles over a rough road brought us to Camp Creek. Here 
we gave our mules water, filled our canteens, and proceeded on our 
way, reJ01c1ng. The road today has been exceedingly fine, hills 
excepted. We discovered for the first [time] today the root the 
Indians are so fond of. This is a large root having a bulb whose 
covering much resembles a coconut. It, to me, has a very offensive 
smell. It is found here in abundance. I had like to have 
forgotten an important item in the proceedings of today. In 
bringing in our mules this morning, I was before with our bedding 
when about 1 mile from camp I discovered 2 fine deer. I 
immediately slipped of my mule, drawed up my old Ganzer, pulled 
away, and bored one through a distance of 300 yards. I borrowed a 
pocket knife, butchered him, shouldered him up, and proceeded to 
camp. This being the first deer killed by our company, it was 
received with a shout of pleasure. We made a most delicious 
breakfast and carefully stored the remainder away for another 
feast. We got into camp about dark. Here we found some 20 
wagons. This is another place for recruiting and almost everyone 
stops here at least one day. We found grass 2 1/2 miles to our 
left in a valley--water about 1 mile. 



TIIE DIAR!ES OF 1849 

• Swain, William [ 110] Diary, April 11-0ctobl.'r 31, 184-9. lk·gins on ,lcplrture 

from Youngstown, New York. Swlin tr:ivch:d with the "\\'olvcrine 

Rangers," of whkh Pratt, q.t•., was a member. The original l\1S. is in the 
Yale University Library, with 30 letters written en route to and in Cali

fornia until his return via Panama, April 11, 1!!.19-January 31 1 1851. 

The Swai11 papers :ire being edited for rublication by J. S. Holli,by. 

Swan, Chauncey f 109] Letters, June 1, 18.19-July 27, 1851. Swl n wa~ from 

Iowa City, Iowa, a member of the "Sacr,nucnto Mining Comp,my." His 

letters en mute :ire 1latl'd frn111 Comu·il Bluff~, June 1; P;1<·ili, Sj,r ini:{, 
.July 27; Uuh Lah·, September 2, 18.j9; :111.l 8.m Fran,·i~ro, ,\rril 1;, 
1850; he took the southern ni-t,l from S.1lt L.1ke. Ori~:in:1! !\ISS. in Swc 

Hi~torit·:1! Society of lowa; cditd by Mildred Throne in let.1 ]o:md of 

Jlislor_Y, rnl. ·1-7, January, 1<)4-C), l'P· 63-77. A 111cmbcr of ~wan's l'OITipln~· 

\\as Jamb Y. Stover, ,,hose re111ini,ce11n:s were ,·,lite.I by John\\'. C.mghcy 

in l'.1,·ifi,· llistorir,zl Rrr·im·, \"(•l. 6, Jmw, l()J7, \'P· LL'·Il:11; rq,rintcd 

in p.1rt in Ldlor R. :111,I ,\nn \V. I l.tfc111 <· ,k, Jo11m,1h of F,,r1y-.\'i•1rrs, 

S.1.'1 J..11.·e to Lm .411,r.:rln (rncnd.1lt·, IC)H), l'l'· l7_;-Zf)I. 

T ·- - ·- · -, Dr. {I]! ~1iar:, ~!.1;, in-J m:l' !J t ~V)· lki:ins mmc 60 miles 
wc,t of Fort Kearny; breaks off on Fnntcncllc Crl'ck, west of Green Ri\·cr. 
The l\1S. trm1s,·ript in the Rmrn>ft Library (C-TI 3~3: 1) was nu.le lt 
Coloma :1bout t <H,1- hy George John::on, from the original whirh :1ftcr

ward dk1ppcarcd. A1,p,m~ntly John~on coricd the whole jnum~l, 1--u t 
only this portion remains in his p;1pcrs. According to John~on's note, the 

journal was that of a Dr. T;iylor or Thomas (hence perhaps that of the 

Dr. Willi:un J.... Thomas, of Aui::usta, Kentucky, mcntione,i in Pritdurd's 
journal). Jolmson also noted: "It is written in the s.1 me hook in whi,h he 

kept his medical accounts. Some of tl1cm written in ink, <lated 1848 and 

early 1849 in Marcelline, l]linoi;. Others late 1849 & 1850 written in 

pc1wil in California. His Journal hrc.1ks o!T abruptly on his :1rri1·al 31 

I lnngtown." 

Tapp.Ill, Henry r 40 I J)i:1ry, April 2 7-Sq,tember 7, l ~.p). lk~ins Llll ,,rril'JI at 

St. Joseph f rum .JNscp ille, 111 inuis. ' l';1pp:111 11·.1~ OIIC of lhl· ~.lllll" l·omrJ1lr 

as Howman, Hackney, Kirkpatrir\.:, and Page, q.f'. Edited hy E1·crctt \\'JI· 
tcrs and George H. Strother in Annals of Wyoming, vol. 25, July, 1953, 

pp. 113-139. 

Tate, J:nnes [ 61 l Diarr, i\pril 5-0ctobcr ; , 184.9. Begins on dcp:1rture from 

St. Louis. T yped transcript in Misrnuri Histnriral Socictr; photocopy in 

lhnrroft Library. 

I T.iylor, Dd Sec unJcr T - - - - -, Dr.} 

[Thomas, Dr, \Villiam L.? 8ec under T- - - - -, Dr.1 
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Sunday May 20th 

DIARY OF DR. WILLIAM THOMAS 
1849 

Left our encampment on the Platte river some 60 miles above Fort 
Kearney about daylight this morning in consequence of the 
scarcity of Grass and fuel, drove 5 miles and stoped to graze our 
mules and get breakfast. The country through which we traveled 
presents no variation of scenery whatever. The river on our right 
the bluff or rather a sandy ridge on our left before us as well as 
behind The only thing the eye can detect is one continuous plane . 
occasionally dotted by emigrants wagons and cattle - of which 
there is an immense number I have not kept an accurate account of 
the numbers we passed since crossing the Mo. River but should judge 
about 500 - The emmigrant in crossing the planes will experience 
many difficulties and trouble Scarcity of fuel want of grass bad 
water and heavy roads are§.~ of the privations he must expect to 
suffer, say nothing about guarding his animals, want of sleep 
etc. The weather today is pleasant, though rather cool in fact for 
the last week we were obliged to wear our overcoats and gloves. It 
has rained almost every day and night for ten days, making the 
roads scarcely passible. I think from today's appearance however 
we will have some fine and settled weather for 36 hours there has 
been a strong east wind blowing not our common brizes but what 
would be called in our country, a regular built hurricane. but we 
are secure from harm as there is not a tree probably within 20 
miles of us - After breakfast we left our encampment & traveled 
over the same beautiful, though monotonous valley - The never 
ending Platte - The roads improve a great deal. We encamped for 
the night about 3 o'clock P.M. near the River from an island we 
obtained sufficient wood for culinary purposes. This is the first 
wood we have had for ten days - during which time our cooking has 
been done with weeds and Buffaloe chips - Today we discovered a 
number of cattle about 3 miles to our left , which we took for 
Buffaloe some of our boys galloped off in pursuit but returned 
much crestfallen Our company consists of eleven teams 6 mules 
each, and forty two men, New Yorkers & Kentuckians. Mostly 
Kentuckians first rate fellows as ever you saw. Our Captain, Mr. 
Bayse a Kyn is much of a gentleman and well qualified to conduct a 
company to California. We joined his Co at Fort Childs that was, 
but now Fort Kearney We form what is called a "carral 11 when we 
camp which is done in such a manner that our wagons form an oblong 
circle thus inside of which we picket our mules at night to 
protect them from the Indians . 



we, at dark, post our guard consisting of 4 men who are relieved in 
two hours and four others called out who stand also two hours and 
so on through the night. Making four guards and sixteen men
consequently, each of us come on once in three nights or in other 
words every third night- Traveled today 15 miles 

Monday 21st 
Nothing during the past night occurred to disturb the quiet of our 
little camp except the arrival of some hunters who belonged to an 
ox train in advance of us. They had been detailed as a hunting 
party and had wandered in pursuit of game too far out in the bluffs 
to return before nightfall Their arrival produced quite an effect 
upon our mules causing them to jump & snort as though a wild animal 
were in their midst. The first I was out and succeeded soon with 
the assistance of several others to quiet them. It is truely 
astonishing to see the effect a stranger has upon our animals when 
picketed in camp- We left our encampment at six o'clock and 
traveled over the same monotonous country that we have been in for 
10 days found no water until 12 o'clock when, by driving some 
three miles off the road,we came to a beautiful little stream and 
stoped for noon. Having been closely confined to the train I have 
not until today today had an opportunity of exploring the high 
saged and peaked bluff along which we have been travelling for some 
.four hundred miles which from the road presents the appearance of a 
dry, sandy ridge, but on examination will be found to be as far as 
the eye can discover, a continued succession of mountains and 
peaks. raged and uneven in appearance The student of nature 
will here find sufficient food for his imagination, no matter how 
fruitful it may be. I saw some of the granist and most beautiful 
specimens of cedar, I ever beheld from one of the highest peaks I 
attained a most delightful view of the platte valley. I could see 
both sides of the river as far as the eye could reach- I ascended 
on horseback a feat which none of my companions dare venture not 
even on foot I reached its very summit an elevation of about 
three hundred feet, from which the train looked about half its 
actual size- we traveled 25 miles today and encamped by a small 
ravine in the prairie entirely destitute of timber not a tree or 
even a shrub to be seen, grass short. 

Tuesday 22n 
Left our encampment at 7 o'clock this morning after spending a very 
pleasant night. The weather today is warm and fine. The grass 
good. One of our company shot a large grey wolf this morning- I 
saw today for the first time a herd of Buffaloes but none of us 
succeeded in killing one. Antelope is very abundant but wild 
Some of our company is continually on the hunt but they are so wild 
it is almost impossible to kill one- We stopped for noon in a 
very pretty place near the bluff, found good grass and excellent 
water a luxury I have seldom met with on this trip. 
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Two of our company left us this morning for the purpose of hunting, 
[Heaton and Hite] We saw nothing of them until 2 o'clock- I 
was preparing to start when I discovered two men walking towards 
our camp which proved to be as I anticipated, our morning hunters. 
They were worn out with fatigue- I remarked to Woodworth when I 
saw them that they had lost their horses, more than anything else 
to see what an effect it would have on him, not thinking for a 
moment I was speaking truth but the fact was confirmed as soon as I 
attained a good view of their countenances. I never saw such 
woebegone looking men in my life. Their horses had gotten away 
from them They followed as long as they could see them but 
failed to overtake them- One of the horses belonged to our mess 
and had on the saddle a splendid pair of holster pistols- We 
borrowed two horses and started them back in pursuit with 
directions not to return until they had found them. What success 
will attend them, I know not- We traveled 15 miles and encamped. 
good grass, platte water. About three miles before we stoped some 
of our company discovered two buffaloes. And immediately set off 
in pursuit, but unfortunately a company was in ahead of them. They 
killed both- They were kind enough however to divide with us and 
for supper I had my first feast on buffaloe beef-it was excellent 
We passed today a village of prairie dogs Small animals about the 
size of a fox squirrel who congregate in Large numbers burrow in 
the ground. There is always a sentinel who gives timely notice of 
the approach of enemies by a shrill bark when the whole village 
betake themselves to their homes as fast possible- The evening 
has been excessively warm. The appearance of a thunderstorm 
portends 

Wednesday 23. 
It has rained all night and is now immoderately cold- Our horse 
hunters have not returned- Left our camp rather late this morning 
and traveled some 8 miles for noon- We passed a deserted Indian 
encampment about three miles from where we "nooned 11 as it is called 
by emigrants I suppose there must have been 300- Left our noon 
camp at 1 o'clock 1 hour sooner than usual in order to keep in 
advance of a larger ox train that was just behind us- We 
traveled some 22 miles today and encamped on an open prarie about 2 
miles from the river- Not the smallest shrub or tree 
perceivable Our horse hunters have returned with our horses, 
which surprised me very much as I never expected to see them again 

Thursday 24 11 

Cold and rainy this morning. it has rained slowly all night. Some 
of our company was in favor of remaining here until the rain 
subsided. Others were so eager to cross the Platte (7x miles from 
this) that despite the cold and rain they moved on 14 in 2, which 
left us 28*- it continues to rain and is still very cold. I am 

* The following note was written on the margin of page 5 of the 
original diary and refers to the 7x in parentheseis above. 
Note x - When we encamped here, it was supposed to be only 7 miles 
to the river , but upon travelling it , it was found to be 20. 
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quite uncomfortable with heavy winter clothes on- The amusements 
of the camp to one not accustomed to traveling wood seem dry and 
monotonous but not so with the emigrants _MaEY enjoyments does he 
experience which would be entirely new to his friend at home-
Some strolling from tent to tent and passing a friendly greeting to 
all he meets. Others lounging upon their buffaloe robes silently 
listening to someone who prides himself upon his power of relating 
anecdotes others employed in mending harness or repairing wagons-
A day spent in camp is not only a day of rest and relaxation but 
one in which many little things can be done that otherwise would 
not be done We carried wood 3 miles today. it was obtained from 
a small Island in the Platte river, and consisted of small willow 
switches Not one larger than your finger They make quite a 
good fire-and by putting our stove in the tent we can live 
tolerably comfortably although it be cold-

Friday 25th 
Cold as greenland. Thermometer stands at 2 degrees below the 
freezing point. The weather is clear though cold, and blowing a 
perfect Hurricane. I have not seen a tree for some four weeks 
The roads are exceedingly bad in consequence of the wet weather 
Traveled some 16 miles for noon. an Indian came to our camp who 
created quite a sensation among the majority of our boys, as they 
had never seen such a sight before. Stoped about 2 hours and 
proceeded to the crossing of the Platte River,* which is some half 
mile wide at this point. it is wide but shallow- fordable- we 
encamped on the east side of the river in company with about 30 
wagons. here we met the Siox or Sue Indians a large tribe. They 
are a fine looking race of Indians and very friendly They boast 
of having been always friendly to the pale face and that none of 
their race ever killed one. We saw a fine herd of buffalo today 
but did not succeed in killing any. We traveled 20 miles today-

Saturday 26 11 

Was aroused from my slumbers this morning by the judge calling out 
that all our bridles were stolen I jumped up and found more 
truth than poetry in the assertion Two of our bridles were 
actually gone Stolen by the Indians Yesterday evening They 
were permitted to come into our camp. They are a treacherous race 
and will pilfer anything they can lay their hands on. When we 
posted our guard last night, we expelled them from camp. They left 
reluctantly. They had many little trinkets to trade but would 
dispose of none for anything but whiskey we did not give them 
any. I succeeded however, just before they left in trading with an 
old one for a fancy saddle - and some of our men got a few pairs 
of mockasons- They** flocked into our camp this morning like 

~[margin note] Arrival at the South Platte 
**[margin note] The Sioux Indians 
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blackbirds in a cornfield, but as several articles were missing 
from the different wagons they met with rather a cold reception. I 
informed their Interpreter that they had been pilfering and unless 
the articles were restored we would resort to their village and 
forcibly take them he jabbered a few moments to them, when one of 
them mounted his pony and proceeded to inform the chief of their 
conduct. he caused the articles to be restored without delay- to 
give some idea of their great love for whiskey I have only to say 
that one of our company got a very fine pony for one gallon. We 
attached 8 mules to each wagon for the purpose of fording the river 
whos bottom is composed of quicksand.* Several teams had great 
difficulty in getting over. Sometimes all their mules would be 
myred down in water 2 1/2 feet deep at once- We all got over at 
length and resumed our monotonous journey. Monotonous indeed The 
scenery has not changed for two weeks I do not know how I should 
feel if I were transported from this boundless plane to some 
beautiful grove The sight of a tree would be a great curiosity 
We traveled about 12 miles and encamped on a small ravine or rather 
low place in the prairie found good grass we are now in sight of 
the North Fork of the Platte 

Sunday 27" 
Left our encampment early this morning soon came to the famous 
renowned, camping ground Ash hollow a place where almost every 
emigrant rests a day or two. it is quite a romantic place, a deep 
and winding hollow surrounded by high cliffs or mountains, which 
stand out in bold relief. seeming to defy all human power and 
fearless of both wind or tide- This is a lovely place, 
particularly to one who has been for some time travelling over the 
same dull, tiresome prairie- Here we find the Gooseberry, 
Currant, and cherry, together with almost every variety of wild 
flower, along the stony cliffs. dotted here and there a beautiful 
cedar tree is observed as if clinging to the bear rock for support, 
reminding one of joyous days spent at home or of some favorite spot 
in our boyish rambles, where for hours together we have reposed 
under the shade of that verdant bush- We are now encamped on the 
river bottom [the North Fork of the Platte] [seven wagons] We 
passed a number of wagons this morning, all snugly encamped, 
grazing and resting their animals We as soon as we found good 
grass followed their illustrious example- traveling only about 9 
miles- then commenced such another overhauling and scattering of 
baggage as I never before saw and as you would hardly believe 
almost every emigrant started with over loads and finding their 
teams going out, are necessarily compelled to throw away part of 
their loading- Bacon, salt, Iron nails, boxes barrels and I 
have even seen waggon bodys trimmed off-** Every pound that can 
possibly be done without is cast off. I have no doubt that 

* [margin note] Crossing the river 
** " Destruction of property 
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thousands of dollars worth of property will be disposed of in this 
manner on the route, Clothes, Tobacco, Trunks and everything 
possible to be done without- fortunately we had little to throw 
away as our load consisted of only 1500 pounds Most wagons 
started with over 2000 lbs Our team has recruited whilst 
almost every other has fallen off I had like to have forgotten to 
mention that the name of the hollow originated from the fact that 
there is a grove of ash trees They are low, the bodies not more 
than 15 feet high from 18 inches to 3 feet in diameter. The top is 
heavy and bushy- The sight of these trees and the high 
surrounding cliffs reminded of home I was 
anxious to remain here today but our Captain thought it most 
prudent to get to the R. bottom 

Monday 28th. 
Left our camp this morning at 15 minutes before 6 o'clock and 
traveled over a sandy bottom for some 9 miles. The sand in most 
places 10 inches in depth. Through this sandy plane the waggon 
runs very heavy. We found grass in abundance and encamped on a 
beautiful piece of buffaloe grass at 11 o'clock - remained two 
hours and then started The roads continue more or less sandy We 
found good grass and encamped on the bank of the River, having 
traveled 22 miles-

Tuesday 29 
We were upon the road this morning a little before 6 o'clock. 
Traveled along smoothly through some very bad roads, heavy sand, 
and not infrequently would cross a low place in the prairie which 
we found to be very soft and mudy- Through some of these swamps 
it was with great difficulty we passed- Stoped for noon on the 
bank of the river, good grass a large mule train before and also 
one behind us. resumed our journey at 1 o'clock, found the roads 
greatly improved This afternoon about 2 o'clock, I discovered 
there was something a little to the right of the road which 
attracted universal attention I hastened up to discover if 
possible what the great curiosity could be*, when low and behold 
there, gushing from beneath a slight elevation was a stream of as 
clear. as pure, as cold, water as I ever saw. I had been walking 
for several miles and the evening was warm and pleasant, 
consequently it was to me the greatest treat that could possibly 
have been found- I took a hearty pull again and again, was loathe 
to leave it, but the waggons were leaving me, and I was forced to 
leave the greatest prize that I had seen since I left the States
Soon after leaving the spring, we came in sight of the Courthouse 
or Church Rock- This is a rock of immense size presenting from 
the road the appearance of an immense house, some three hundred 
feet high by one hundred square. ** At about one hundred feet 

_) * [margin note] The greatest pleasure we found on the road. 
** 11 Courthouse Rock 
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above its base there is an offset in the wall, as though it had 
been drawn in to make it smaller- Some halfway from that to its 
summit there is yet another effect giving it a grand and imposing 
appearance much resembling a church or courthouse- hence its name
I had not an opportunity of visiting it but was informed by one of 
our company who examined it that it was situated on a sandy plane 
he did not discover the smallest stone within two or three miles. 
it appears to be a composition or cement of gravel & dirt. We 
encamped about 7 miles from it though it appeared to be not more 
than one and 1/2 miles, owing perhaps to the blueness and purity of 
the atmosphere- Soon after we let our mules loose to graze a dark 
cloud arose which was succeeded by a heavy storm. We were 
compelled to hold our waggon top to prevent its blowing off. One 
of our mules was swept, as it were, by the wind some 15 miles. He 
got seperated from his company and owing to the severity of the 
wind would not reurn to camp. I missed him soon after he was gone 
and started immediately in pursuit. Traveled on foot several miles 
over the bluffs and through the rain until 10 0 1 clock, when I 
despaired of getting him that night returned to camp wet, cold 
and hungry- at daylight started again in pursuit of him* 

Wednesday 30th. 
Started daylight this morning in pursuit of our lost mule It is 
very cold and continues to rain I traveled some 40 miles today 
through the bluffs, but could not even get on the mule's trail. I 
returned to camp expecting he was lost but to my surprise, he was 
there Heaton had found him 10 miles from camp- Owing to the 
rain our train did not move today- Several waggons passed us 
whilst we were laying up- though a large majority followed our 
example.* 

Thursday 31st. 
Left our encampment at an early hour this morning in order to pass 
a heavy ox train that was one mile above us. Yesterday being a 
rainy day and most trains laying by having nothing else to do, a 
general destruction and devastation appeared to take place in 
almost every train I thought I had before seen destruction of 
property but this morning beat anything I had ever seen to 
attempt an enumeration of what was thrown away would be useless, as 
it could not·be done,*** Trunks Clothes Matches Quills, Beef, 
Bacon, Rice, Augers, hand saws, planes, shoes, hats, thread, 
spools, boss, soap, mowing syths, etc. These are a few of the 
items I saw this morning. They were thrown out yesterday by one 
train in order to make their loads lighter. The day before was 
left a splendid set of Blacksmith 1 s tools. It seemed a great loss 

* [margin note] Trememdous storm, during which I lost a favorite 

** 
*** 

" 
" 

mule. 
Day spent in mountains hunting lost mule 
Articles thrown away on the plains . 
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but was the most prudent thing could be done- The roads were 
very heavy this morning, mud and sand- Stoped for noon after 
traveling 14 miles on a very pretty little spot of Buffaloe grass 
remained here 3 hours Some of our men started on foot across the 
bottom to examine the Chimney Rock opposite which we are now 
encamped. They supposed they would reach it in 2 miles, but after 
travelling 7 miles some abandoned the trip, declaring it looked as 
far from them when they turned back as when they left the waggons 
The rock* from the road presents the appearance of a mound of 
conical shape about 100 feet high whose base is 300 feet in 
circumference. Upon the apex is set a pier 15 feet in 
circumference. This is the same size its whole length which is 
100 feet. These measurements are only guessed at and that too from 
a distance of 2 miles The rock is distant from the Courthouse 14 
miles measured by a company from Boone County, Ky we traveled 21 
miles today roads bad, grass tolerably good. 

June 1849, 
Friday 1st 
At 1/2 past 3 o'clock this morning our camp was aroused for the 
purpose of picketing out our mules. Breakfasted at half past 4 and 
intended starting at 5, but two mules were found missing which 
delayed our train one hour- we travelled along finely over 
beautiful roads today. Our mules having had a bountiful supply of 
grass last night moved off spry and glib we nooned in a low 
place in the bottom on bad grass- The weather this morning was 
fine and pleasant after the sun arose and dispelled a thick heavy 
fog. The first I have seen since I started. The afterpart of the 
day has been exceedingly warm until late this evening. a cool 
breeze is now fanning me rather cool- after leaving the noon 
camp, we entered the most beautiful valley or basin the eye ever 
beheld** This valley is perfectly level with the exception of 
about half a mile from the bluff, which gently slopes or inclines 
to the level, forming a beautiful basin- This valley is entirely 
destitute of water it is 12 miles long and 5 wide, surrounded by 
perpendicular cliffs to the height of some 200 feet, which are 
spotted with pine shrubs- presenting the most grand sublime, and 
magnificent scenery that possibly be imagined- we encamped this 
evening. after travelling 25 miles by a spring of clear, cold 
water, which was duly appreciated by our thirsty company. I supose 
there must have been 200 teams encamped contiguous to this spring
Singular as it may appear we found here a blacksmith shop carried 
on by 3 Frenchmen- They live by trading with the Indians I 
supposed the emmigration induced them to set up blacksmithing-

* [margin note] Chimney Rock. 
** " A most beautiful valley, bounded on the right by 

Scotts Bluff 
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Saturday 2n 
Started this morning at half past 4 in order to reach the river 
(which we left when we entered the valley yesterday) today a 
distance of 25 miles. We traveled over as fine roads today as I 
ever saw in my life and encamped on Horse Creek at half past 10 
o'clock a distance from the spring, of twelve miles after nooning 
an hour and a quarter we resumed our toilsome journey The roads 
continue fine, and our mules are in pretty good condition we are 
now encamped 3/4 of a mile from the river on excellent grass. here 
we were fortunate enough to find a well, dug by some emmigrant 
The water is excellent. These wells, or holes, are by no means 
uncommom, as three feet deep will almost always find water
Traveled 26 miles today and traveled with a Company from Boone Co 
Ky. 12 waggons-

Sunday 3 
At early hour our journey was resumed over fine roads. We nooned 
today in the open prairie or plane without one drop of water, even 
for our mules much less for ourselves- about 1/4 past 3 o'clock 
in the evening we crossed Larimies fork of Platte river, one and a 
half miles below the Fort. The Fort was perhaps the greatest 
curiosity to those who had never crossed the planes that possibly 
be found- To me at least it presented much to engage the 
attention. it is beautifully constructed of what is termed dobies 
which are brick dryed by the sun. its situation could not be more 
beautiful, bounded on the east and south by the river, on the north 
and west by a low range of green hills. it belongs to the 
American Fur Company was constructed about 40 years ago and is now 
a rendez-vous for traders trappers and emigrants. The grounds are 
layed out in a square containing about 3/4 acres. at each corner a 
square building extends some 12 feet above the wall of the 
building, which is 15 feet high, flat on top. a beautiful 
promenade is thus afforded not only for the purpose of exercise but 
also a commanding view of the surrounding country for several miles
The rooms are fitted up very neatly- to be transported from any 
part of the States to this place without seeing the intervening 
country one would involuntarily exclaim how lovely, how neat. but 
after travelling through the boundless, wild, and desolate planes, 
and not seeing the least semblance to civilization until all at 
once you hove in sight of a tasty edifice from whose summit 
floating upon the delightful breeze which is ever present on the 
planes the Star Spangled banner, the sight of which sends a thrill 
of joy deep into the breast of every true American. The contrast 
is too great when I see the fine workmanship, the conveniences of 
the fort, I am reminded of home of civilization but step outside 
and cast your eye over the boundless extent of space, not to find a 
single object upon which to rest its wearied vision save the high 
tops of the Rocky Mountains, and you become almost as wild as the 
Indian for whom this country appears so peculiarly adapted- We 
found a number of emigrants here- many with broken-down teams, 
some preparing to pack, others turning back, not being able to 
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procure the necessaries for packing and less able to proceed 
farther with their present team. This appears to be a place of 
general renovating amongst travellers. Most stay a day or two for 
the double purpose of resting their mules and repacking their loads
good waggons here bring from 4 to 30 dollars. Mules from 100 to 
180 dollars. That is, you sell your waggons to the traders at the 
Fort and buy from them their mules- Everything you buy costs five 
times as much as it is worth and everything you sell bring perhaps 
one tenth its value We encamped this evening after traveling 18 
miles one mile above the Fort on a beautiful piece of level land. 
There must have been some 200 teams in this bottom tonight-weather 
mild and pleasant-

Monday 4th 
Arose this morning by daylight got our breakfast then prepared to 
follow the ~ood example set by all most every emmigrant, to wit 
unpacking our waggon, cutting down the boxes, throwing away 
everything that could possibly be dispensed with etc- we were 
engaged closely the entire day renovating. Made our load 300 lbs 
lighter, done some cooking and retired early to bed in order to be 
up and off in the morning at an early hour- This evening we saw a 
Morman who was returning to the States from the Salt Lake Valley, 
and by whom I sent some letters. his accounts from the gold mines 
are the most flattering. he informed me his sons worked 8 days and 
obtained 1200 dollars- last fall. and many other things which 
buoyed us up no little causing us to start this morning in high 
spirits and bright anticipation-

Tuesday 5 11 

The whole face of the country has now changed in appearance from a 
level plane to a rough mountainous country. we have been nearing 
Larimie's Peak, a spur of the Rocky Mountains today and are 
encamped in fair view of it this evening. Many speculations 
amongst the company in regard to the distance, some giving it at 
10, some 20, and some even 50 miles- the latter guess much the 
nearest. I had observed when first I discovered the mountain at 
distance of 160 miles something on its summit resembling snow but 
as yet have not satisfied myself- Our boys were as much divided 
in opinion as to whether it was snow or not as they were regarding 
its distance- we traveled on smoothly today through what is known 
as the black Hills. These are high rocky hills or mountains 
destitute entirely of vegetation save pine which flourishes 
abundantly on them. The sides of the mountain are literally 
covered with the evergreen trees- in the valleys, you find 
tolerably good grass. Mountain men inform me the grass is better 
in this spring than it was ever known before- Today I saw the 
first Grave on the plaines. it was in a beautiful valley and 
marked by a single board bearing this inscription, I, M, H. Hay, 
died June 4th aged 14 years- when I saw this solitary tomb away 
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on the plaines perhaps thousands of miles from all kindred flesh, ! 
could not but feel melancholy I thought of his fa~ily, their 
feeling upon learning his fate- I thought my fate ~ight be 
similar the bear idea of which shot a pang of horror to my heart 
that I shall not soon forget- After leavi~g the valley, we 
assinded a steep and rocky hill, some portion of which is somewhat 
difficult though we all got ~p safely. we then traveled over a 
very broken country entirely destitute of water and possessing 
nothing to attract the travelers attention or admiration save high 
cliffs or mountains which meet his eye in every direction- We 
travelled 22 miles today and encamped about 2 o'clock for the 
night. We traveled this far without stopping on account of not 
finding water. grass here is good. About 1 hour after stopping 
da~k cloud arose in the west which was succeeded by heavy shower 
and thunderstorm- during which one of Captain Bayse's waggon 
tongues was broken. he had stopped 1/2 mile below us- Owi~g to 
the scarcity of grass, we concluded to encamp in small parties 
graze our mules an hour or so, then proceed onward until we found 
sufficient grass. We went higher up the creek or branch than he 
did and found an excellent place for our mules- When the rains 
came up he concluded to hitch up and crive to us- but his mules, 
taking afright at a loud clapp of thunder, wheeled suddenly around 
breaking his waggon tongue- which was soon remedied however by 
taking that of a waggon which was left one mile below us. it was 
left by some Californian whose team had given out- after the rain 
had subsided we made our supper, posted our guard and turned in for 
the night-

Wednesday 6th 
Started this morning early. Our Boone County friends got off a 
little in advance of us- The road ~resents much the same 
appearance today that it did yesterday- a high range of hills or 
mountains on our left, in the midst of which Larimie Peak 
majestically rears its snow capt head high above all the rest, 
seeming to look with contempt upon the insignificant hillocks below 
it- One of Capt. Bayse's Company constructed a roadometer 
yesterday evening by which we can accurately measure the distance 
we travel- It is simple in its construction consisting of three 
small cogwheels- attached to the back part of the waggon bed so 
that the hub of the waggon wheel operates upon the first coggwheel , 
and that upon the second and so on loosing motion until the last 
wheel passes once round whilst the waggon turns often enough round 
to make a mile- it is easily constructed and measures as 
accurately as could be done by a chain- about 10 o'clock today we 
had a severe hails.term. The ground was white with hail Not so 
large as I have seen in the States but more abundant- a company 
of 20 men packing past us in the shower. They had started through 
with waggons but thinking that too slow travelling abandoned them 

( 
\ and throwing their provisions on the back of their mules started 

'-" through on packs- One of them informed us as he passed that he 
was truely sorry he had made the exchange 
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We halted today for noon at 1/2 past 10, near~ most delightful 
spring. The water was clear pure and cold- we did not need a 
second invitation to partake of the pure nectar- we remained here 
two hours. Our journey now began to be more toilsome hills and 
valleys innumerable lay in our way. we soon after starting from 
our nooning ascended a long hill on the summit of which we 
overhauled and passed our Ky friends. here the most beautiful 
landscape the imagination is capable of conceiving presents itself 
to the delighted eye of the traveller- On either hand he sees a 
range of lofty hills whose sides are thickly covered with 
evergreens. Walling in as it were the most lovely piece of table 
land in the world- which streatches out before you in gentle wave 
like slopes for miles. The hand of nature has done more to enric~ 
the delightful scenery here by interspersing at irregular intervals 
that most beautiful of all trees the pine than the most expert 
horticulturist in the world This serene paradise Garden of Eden 
cannot be contemplated without exciting all the finer feelings of 
mans nature, and as I feasted my delighted eyes I could not but 
think if man was always surrounded by such purely chast and lovely 
scenery he would never dare think evil much less perpetrate evil. 
After leaving this delightful place our road lay through a poor 
barren country possessing no attractions We travelled 20 miles 
today and encamped in the horse shoe Creek bottom one mile after 
crossing a number of cattle trains also encamped in the sam• 
bottom-

Thursday 7 
Passed a pleasant night, 1~<l started this morning at 1/2 past 4 
o'clock. it may now truly be said we have entered the mountains
Our road was very crooked and continually crossing some high barren 
hill or in the deep valley below. we are completely enveloped in 
mountains. found plenty of good water today but no grass-
halted at 11 o'clock on a small stream which afforded bearly 
sufficient water for culinary purposes after traveling 16 miles 
Shortly after we stopped, as usual, we had a cold shower of rain 
it has rained almost every day since we left the Fort. we remained 
here 3 hours and started onward. Traveled 4 miles this evening and 
encamped on very poor grass. The road traveled over this evening 
is the most beautiful! ever saw. it is right through the 
mountains however. The soil is a mixture of Oxide of Iron and 
Clay formimg the most solid and firm road. it appears to be as 
hard and firm as a McAdamised road. its color is a deep red, most 
beautiful I observed. The high cliffs on either side of this road 
presented the same red appearance- The fact of there being large 
quantities of Iron Ore here is unquestioanble-but its distance from 
every facility to work them will always render them useless- I 
found a few days since in the sandy bottom of a small creek upon 
which we were encamped, small particles of mineral resembling what 
my imagination thought to be gold I exhibited it to the company 
and they were of my opinion also- Some of them, obtained quite a 
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quantity- The particles were very small and resembled small fish 
scales. The sand & gravel here is literally filled with it- I 
learned today that four young men that were on their way to 
California, after examining it changed their course and instead of 
continuing their first contemplated trip started up this creek with 
the intention of following it to its head with the full e1tpectation 
of finding gold in abundance- Success to them-

Friday 8" 
The order was given last night to turn our mules loose at 1/2 past 
2 o'clock this morning- which was punctually obeyed. After 
grazing one hour and a 1/2, we drove them in and started at 1/2 
past 4- One mile from our camp we passed a heavy ox train, five 
waggons and families were bound for Oregon The road this morning 
is very heavy owing to the rain yesterday evening and last night
We passed another Grave today. The inscription on the headboard 
informed us that it was the child of an emmigrant to Oregon in 
July, 1847, one year old- we traveled 12 miles this morning and 
are now encamped on a small river some 15 miles from the North 
Platte whilst grazing today the ox teams that we had passed this 
morning, passed us in return, but not being able to travel as fast 
as we do could not maintain their position- The road this evening 
has been fine solid though hilly- we traveled 21 miles today and 
encamped on a small river six miles from the Platte. found 
tolerable grass. One of our New Yorkers had the good fortune today 
to kill an antelope, upon which for supper I made a most delicious 
feast- it is far superior to Venison- I never saw a fellow more 
elated in my life I am certain he would not be more delighted to 
find a lump of gold as large as his head- it being the first 
killed by our Company he imagined the achievment worthy to be 
handed down to generation after generation as a most extraordinary 
occurence-

Saturday 9th 
Started this morning at 5 o ' clock and have been travelling today 
with our Ky friends, we having passed them night before last, they 
encamped off the road The roads this morning have been 
remarkably fine and grass good. Since we entered the black Hills, 
nothing of interest has occurred- The country is broken barren 
little else growing upon them but wild sage which is found here in 
abundance. The branches are very large, and the stems used 
frequently for cooking- it bears some resemblance to that grown 
in our country. The odour emitted is most delightful- There is a 
rumor in camp that there is 12,000 waggons between this point and 
Indapendance, it originated from a man who overtook us a day or two 
since he says their teams are broken down- animals dying, men 
fighting and killing each other companies breaking up, some going 
ahead on foot others returning. for 300 miles back, the road is 
one continual chaos. Whether his account is reliable or not, I 
can ' t say, some doubt it- I have not seen him yet and have only 
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gotten his story second handed- we are now encamped for noon on 
the everlasting Platte having bid adieu to the black hills this 
morning at 9 o'clock Of all the roads I have ever traveled this, 
along the Platte is the most monotonous and tiresome- Though we 
had the scene a little varied today by passing through a most 
beautiful grove of timber, Cottonwood- This to us is a great 
luxury- Traveled 11 miles this morning and stoped for noon near 
the river- here we had quite an exciting Buffaloe Chase- A 
hunter ran a large buffaloe into our camp- I never saw so excited 
a mass of men in all my life. Our mules took affright and came 
near making a stampede. This however attracted not the slightest 
attention from the chase a number of shots were fired at him but 
without effect we were so completely surprised that we were 
unprepared for him, and before we could mount our horses he had 
gotten away- in consequence of our delay, we made a short drive 
this evening not over 8 miles, making our travel today 19 miles 
we encamped in a bend of the river on first rate grass in company 
with our Ky friends-

Sunday 10 11 

Was on our journey at 1/2 past 4 this morning, and at 15 minutes 
after 8 arrived at the ferry on the North fork of the Platte River
This ferry is owned by a company of 10 Mormons. here there is a 
blacksmith shop- we found 150 waggons in ahead of us, about 150 
can be crossed in a day- Just before we arrived a young man by the 
name of Brown from Mo. was drowned in attempting to swim his cattle 
across- This accident appeared not in the least to produce more 
excitement than if he had been a dog although he was represented to 
be a young man of fine abilities and esteemed by all who knew him
w found for our mules good grass about 3 miles from camp to which 
we drove them where they remained until the next day- placing a 
guard over them- This evening Sheapheard arrived his company 
being broken up. he is now packing one mule and walking-

Monday 11 11 

As soon as I breakfasted this morning, I walked over to where our 
mules were grazing in order to let Heaton return for breakfast, 
remained herding mules until 3 o'clock, when I was again relieved 
by Heaton- brought them in and tied them to the waggon tonight 
Traded mules with one of the Cin Company who had left and was going 
with an ox team- got a first rate mule- Dr. Bower from Mo 
arrived this evening he is the old gentleman with whom I roomed on 
the Steam Boat last spring from Cin to Main City- Spent a 
pleasant evening with him-

Tuesday 12" 
Nothing of importance occurred today, every person attending to his 

.._,J own affairs. business here quite brisk, waggons unloading 
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repairing getting mules and oxen shod, and a general renovation 
taking place here, washing up etc. etc.- for shoeing a horse 
$3.oo an ox $6.00. Our riding horse wanting shoes, and as I had 
seen a great many shoes nailed on- concluded that I could do it as 
well if not so neat, as any person,thereby, save 3 dollars an 
important item, as we are getting tolerably scarce of the neadful
I went to work, shod our horse and when completed the jcJb was 
pronounced very good-

Wednesday 13th 
Crossed the River this morning, and was ready to start at 8 
o'clock. we had no difficulty in swimming our mules and crossing 
our waggons- The boat is made by framing cross pieces across 
three canoes over which sufficient width of plank is pinned down 
for the waggon to stand on forming a very simple and safe boat. we 
paid for crossing $3.00. They cross an average 60 waggons daily 
for which they get 180 $ This I think is better than gold 
digging. for 7 miles after crossing we found the road very heavy 
the sand from 6 to 12 inches deep after which I never saw better 
roads in my life The road is entirely destitute of water, save 
here and there an alkali pond- we traveled over some 30 miles 
today without stopping in consequence of not finding water, and 
encamped in a low marshy, alkali swamp on very poor grass-

Thursday 14 11 

Started this morning at 5 o ' clock. The road today is fine we 
made 17 miles before nooning. passed some 53 ox teams- grass fo~ 
noon very poor- Today we passed several lakes off of the road. 
Upon examination they were found to be encrusted with a hard firm 
and white substance The removal of which disclosed to view the 
most beautiful bed of Carb Amenia and Sal Soda, commonly termed 
saleratus, you ever saw. it possesses all the properties of our 
common saleratus. in a culinary point of view, it is one of the 
wonderous works of nature The water in many places is so 
strongly impregnated with alkali as to cause the death of cattle 
that use it freely. The Mormons, in emmigrating to the Salt Lake 
Valley a few years ago, lost most all their cattle from the use of 
this water. We used it sparingly We traveled until 7 o'clock 
this evening in order to reach the Sweetwater a most beautiful 
stream about 30 yards wide The water is clear and cool. 
Indapendance Rock is situated about 300 yards from the river. it 
is an isolated rock about 50 yards high and 400 long, upon which 
thousands of names are carved- This rock presents a smooth 
surface and is entirely destitute of vegetation, not a shrub or 
even a spear of grass growing upon its sides- Woodworth went up 
to its summit from which he obtained a most splendid view he 
says the top of the rock contains a surface of about 10 acres- we 
traveled today 27 miles and encamped on the north bank of the 
river here we had to again resort to Buffaloe chips for fuel-
The valley surrounding the rock is level and most beautiful. 
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I had forgotten to mention a severe hail & snow storm today about 
12 o'clock it commenced hailing and continued for a few minutes to 
come down abundantly pelting our mules no little. it wound up by 
giving us as fine a shift cf snow as I ever saw fall- The weather 
has been cool and pleasant, mornings very cold-

Friday 15 
Left our camp at 5 o'clock crossed the Sweetwater in which one of 
my mules fell down and came very near drowning. I jumped out, got 
her by the head and assisted her to get up and drove on. as before 
having a good sound drenching- Our direction lay immediately up 
the valley, for such it may be called being walled in on either 
side by high bluffs. On the south high hills or mountains are seen 
covered with snow from which several cold clear streams proceed
The valley is about 8 miles wide, and bounded on the north by a 
solid ridge of rock from 3 to 4 hundred feet high- Five miles 
from Indapendence rock, we came to what is called Devil's Gate 
This is a passage in the rock through which the river finds its way 
to the valley on the opposite side This fissure or Chasm is 30 
feet wide and 400 feet deep- This is perhaps the greatest 
curiosity on the whole route we traveled 15 miles and stoped for 
noon remained here 2 hours, grass good-· I saw today several 
dead oxen the first I have seen since starting- This evening we 
made 10 miles and encamped on the river in good grass. The river 
is on one side of us and a large rock some 50 feet high and several 
hundred around, on the other- This rock in size is not so large 
as Indapendence rock, though it presents pretty much the same 
appearance- We encamped at 5 o'clock this evening, which gave me 
ample time to asscend to its summit which I did. There are 
fissures along its side which make the asscent not at all 
difficult from this elevation I obtained a grand view of the 
valley for miles on every side surrounded by high rocky bluffs 
perpendicular, ragged and picturesque. from this elevation can be 
distinctly seen the wind river Mountains, the highest peaks of the 
rocky mountains. These mountains can be seen several hundreds of 
miles. They present the appearance of beautiful though raged 
clouds The appearance occasioned by the reflection of the sun 
upon the snow- Today ' s travel, 25 miles 

Saturday 16 
I have often during the trip noted sandy roads but never until this 
morning, have I had the most faint conception of really a sandy 
road for 6 1/2 miles today our road lay through a sandy plane. 
Sometimes the wheels would be in up to the axle- Through this 
part of the road our mules had a most severe drag- we nooned 
today on the river bank after traveling 16 miles- just before we 
encamped I discovered a herd of elk and being very desirous of 
killing one left the train on foot pursuing them. I must have 
traveled eight miles before I caught up with our waggon, and the 
worst of it was did not get close enough to even shoot at them-
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They practice deception remarkably well will stand and look at 
you until they think danger approaching when they bounce off and 
away they go. After jumping some two or three hundred yards they 
stop and look at you until you get about the same distance as 
before when the same thing is repeated. I was so vexed at them 
that I almost determined to swear enmity to the whole race and 
devote my time from here to California exclusively to hunting elk. 
This evening after crossing a sandy thoug elevated plaine we came 
to a most beautiful valley which had the appearance of having a 
swampy marshy streak extending its whole length through its center. 
The grass in which was tall green and thick Some of our men in 
endeavoring to find water cut about 15 inches through the sod 
struck a hard substance, and upon examination, found as pretty Ice 
as ever was seen. The whole valley appears to be covered with ~ 
thick layer of ice and then one of sod- we gathered several 
bucketts full from which we have had mint julips in abundance- we 
encamped about 2 miles from where we obtained the ice, grass not 
good. Traveled 25 miles-

Sunday 17 
Started this morning at day break and traveled over ~ sandy sterile 
and barren country until we again struck the Sweetwater, which we 
left yesterday at 10 o'clock. we are now on its banks cooking 
breakfast- Heaton killed this morning two sage hens. They are a 
fowl somewhat larger than the grouse or prairie chicken and live 
amongst the artemesia or wild sage which covers the whole face of 
the country- at the crossing of the Sweetwater at this place we 
discovered shining yellow particles of mineral which upon 
examination, was found to so closely resewmble gold that it is 
impossible to convince several of our company it is not. I 
acknowledge myself one of the credulous- I have not the least 
shadow of a doubt that at some no distant period one of the richest 
mines in the world will be worked somewhere on the waters of this 
river- we continued our journey up the Sweetwater valley 
sometimes along the river and sometimes the trace diverging a 
little from it. we crossed it however some 5 or 6 times today. 
About 3 o'clock we came to an old Indian encampment, where the 
trail leaves the river. This village we were informed by a 
mountain trader was before the emmigration inhabited by the Snake 
who in consequence of the traders telling them the smallpox was 
coming left the road on sight of the first waggons- we passed 
through the Crow Nation without seeing one single Indian- There 
are a number of traders in these mountains whose policy it is to 
prevent the emmigration and Indians from coming in contact- They 
well knowing if they did, their trade would be done as the 
emmigrant could get from the Indians everything he wanted and that 
too at the smallest minimum price-hence, their fabrication of 
Cholera and smallpox, etc- we have here left the river and 
climbed a very high mountain upon which a large and beautiful plane 
almost as far as the eye can reach presents to view. we encamped 
near a small lake or pond, containing some six acres I should 
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judge. The shores of this lake were encrusted with a hard saline 
crust sufficiently strong to bear a man but a mule would go 
through. The water was murky, and impregnated with sal soda
grass good. Traveled about 30 miles today- The water we could 
not use, consequently had to do without-

Monday 18 11 

Started this morning at daylight Traveled 3 miles found an 
excellent spring, watered our stock and proceeded onward on our 
journey passing over delightful roads, dust excepted we made 
about 12 miles this morning and nooned again on the Sweetwater
here a number of Frenchmen, mountain traders, had erected their 
lodges for the purpose of trading with the emmigration- They 
must I think have had 300 head of horses and mules a good mule 
or pony is worth here from 100 to 150 $ They are from Fort 
Bridger bound for Fort Larimie we could exchange almost any kind 
of a horse with them by giving $30 difference two trades were 
made: after crossing the Sweetwater, we assended a long though 
gradual elevation for some 10 miles when we entered the celebrated 
South Pass through the rocky Mountains. The pass is about 19 
miles wide, high and lofty mountains on our right entirely covered 
with snow to our left, very high, barren hills or mountains- The 
road runs about midway between the two ranges of mountains
Presenting a level plain on either hand extending from the road to 
the mountains. This plaine is covered with (artimesia) wild sage, 
some of the stalks of which are 3 to 4 inches in diameter and make 
an excellent fire- Two miles from the summit of the pass you come 
to the Pacific Springs. west of this place all the water courses 
run into the Pacific. here we encamped grass good, weather cold
I must not neglect to note that we passed before noon a quantity of 
snow, divided only by the road- we carried some with us and when 
we halted had a most glorious bowl of lemon punch- Traveled 24 
miles today- Our roadometer being out of order these distances 
are entirely guesswork-

Tuesday 19" 
Left our encampment at 5 o ' clock this morning and traveled over a 
delightful road 7 miles and came to a small branch, which in dry 
season I presume is perfectly dry, though we found plenty of 
running water in it. Passing over a distance of 14 miles we came 
to the forks of the road one leading to the Valley of the Salt Lake 
by way of Fort Bridger- The other, what is called Sublett 1 s 
Cutoff, leading to Oregon by way of Forte Hall. The two roads 
coming together this side of the fort- in order to save 85 miles 
(according to our guide) we took the right hand road, (Sublett's 
Cutoff) Two miles farther we nooned on poor grass- 8 miles 
farther on we came to the little Sandy, a beautiful steam of clear 
cold water. here we filled our water casks and traveled on making 
only about 6 miles. This evening we encamped on good grass, 
traveling 23 miles today-
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Wednesday 20 
Started this morning very early this morning in order to reach 
green River today, a distance of 35 miles. This portion of the 
road according to all our guides is barren sandy desert According 
to us we did not find it so. Thus far, it is very true grass is 
not thick over the ground but occasionaly you find it plentifully. 
it is what is called bunch grass, and is very sweet. Our mules are 
exceedingly fond of it- This is the most disagreeable portion of 
the whole route on account of the dust If you could only see us, 
all seated around our camp fires some cooking others eating, and 
more sleeping, all covered with dust, long beards and dirty, raged 
clot.hes, and for a moment contrast our present situation with what 
it was one year ago and I surely think you would imagine we had 
greatly and spedily retrograted into an almost savage condition-
If I only had the privilege of picking out 10 men such as I could 
select from the emmigration, and travel with them through the 
States, I think by exhibiting them I could make more money than in 
the mines of California- I would exhibit them at two bitts a 
sight- I would have them nicely caged and just before I exhibited 
them I would call the attention of the audience by proclaiming, 
"Stand back, gentlemen, and give the animals a chance; I am going 
to feed them"- Nooned today on pretty good grass. I had the 
fore caution to fill our water cask this morning which gave our 
mules each an advantage of one bucket of water over the rest of the 
train. after nooning we traveled on expecting to make Green 
River. about dark we met two men who informed us that we were 17 
miles from the river- Consequently, we encamped forthwith: 
without wood or water. We traveled 31 miles today 

Thursday 21st 
Started at 5 o'clock this morning. Traveled over some high 
mountains and reached the river at 10 o'clock. Then we encamped 
for the day. as usual today we were all busy unloading and 
repacking our waggons- One hundred and fifty waggons had crossed 
before us- This is a beautiful stream, 150 yards wide 

Friday 22" 
Crossed the river this morning without any difficulty. Sold 100 
lbs Bacon for $7. Bot some mockasins etc. This ferry is kept by 
some French Traders they have Squaw wives, and a portion of the 
Snake tribe of Indians are also encamped with them- This tribe of 
Indians are the most honorable and civilized I have seen. If you 
make them presents they will thankfully receive them- but begging 
they detest- They are a fine looking race of beings- We only 
traveled only 6 miles today, over a winding road through mountain 
after mountain. Encamped on a small creek found good grass water 
and wood. 
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Saturday 23rd 
Remained in camp yesterday mending, or rather altering harness-
our mules resting. At 5 o'clock this morning we started. Traveled 
over some exceedingly high mountains. found plenty water and not 
infrequently could see snow on every side of us, above and below 
us, though the weather is tolerably pleasant we passed a spring 
today, the coldest water I ever saw. Saw a most beautiful grove of 
pine trees- Nooned after travelling 10 miles on a high mountain. 
here Sheapherd stopped also- We traveled after dinner some 12 
miles & encamped on a small ravine on good grass Soon after 
stopping a band of the Snake Indians came up also and stoped near 
us They are an inofensive harmless race of beings Sheapherd 
went on. Some four or five of our company were reported on the 
sick list this morning two of them very sick. 

Sunday 24th 
Left our camp this morning at 1/2 past 5 o ' clock and traveled 
through the mountains until 10 o'clock when we reached Ham's fork 
of the Bear River. Here we found Sheapherd in a sad condition 
indeed. in attempting to cross the river his waggon turned over. 
he lost a great many things, and those he saved were so much 
damaged that I fear he will lose them all his bread stuff at least
We got over safely and nooned on the river. after nooning we 
assended a very high mountain which took up most of the evening
finding about 1/2 past 5 this evening a most beautiful piece of 
grass and a brook of clear, cold water, we encamped on the level 
piece of ground on the top of the mountain Musguitoes here are 
the most troublesome I ever saw them in my life, thousands upon 
thousands of them The air is literally filled with them- I 
never saw common, small gnats more numerous- Strange as it may 
appear, it is nevertheless true How they can live here where 
almost every night we have a large, white frost, is more than I can 
tell. we traveled today some 15 miles. Snow all around us, 
fifty yards of us is large snow banks-

Monday 25 
Left our camp at 6 o'clock this morning and traveled over a very 
mountainous road, some places so steep that we were compelled to 
take off our mules and let the waggons down with rope. we did not 
stop today for noon traveled about fifteen miles and encamped on 
the south bank of the Thomas fork of Bear river, some two or three 
hundred yards from its mouth here the cutoff intersects the main 
forte Hall road-

Tuesday 26 
We found bear river very high in consequence of the melting of the 
snow in the mountains, caused by recent rains. We blocked up our 
waggon boxes 12 inches attached a rope to the toung of the waggon
crossed the river with it, and pulled the waggons over by manual 
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force Succeeded in getting all our waggons over by 11 o ' clock 
and was off on our journey at 12 Traveled 3 miles from the river 
and nooned. a number of Indians came to our camp today- They 
were of the Snake tribe perfectly harmless- we remained here for 
two hours during which time we had a fine shower of rain-
Traveled 7 miles after nooning and encamped on fine grass close to 
the river bank. Our sick is improving. This morning one more of 
our company was violently attacked with the same disease. I was 
called in to see him and prescribed for him. I have had the care 
of all of the sick in our train since we left though there some 
four or five Drs. beside myself-

Wednesday 27 
After travelling 3 miles further up the valley we crossed a small 
tributary (though large enough to cause us to block up our wagon 
beds) of Bear river. here the road leaves the r"iver (which passes 
through a canon in the mountains) and proceeds around, through, and 
over mountains, for the distance of 13 miles when it again strikes 
the river. Bear river valley is one of the most beautiful valleys 
the imagination can conceive of. it is some three miles wide 
perfectly level, and covered with the most luxurient grass and 
beautiful flowers. high ranges of moutains are rising above 
another until they reach the clouds bounds it on either side 
presenting a most grand and magnificent scenery- from Thomas fork 
to where the road leaves the river the distance is 10 miles from 
thence to the river again 12 miles This portion of the road is a 
continuous assent and decent of mountains- Some of our company 
witnessed or in fact assisted in the burial of an Indian squaw 
today She was daughter of the Chief who in company with some 20 
other Indians had been travelling with us from the ferry on Green 
River- They had been out on a hunting excursion and were 
returning to their own village near Forte Hall laden with wild 
meat. This girl had been sick for three or four days and was 
hardly able to ride on horseback- They were at the small stream 
we crossed just before leaving the river. Shortly after we passed 
her horse took affright and threw her off- She was badly injured 
and in a few hours expired- The burial ceremony of the Indians is 
peculiarly interesting- I deeply regretted not being present
They deposited in the grave her Buffalo Robes, her saddle,Beads, 
Trinketts,Provisions, in fact everything belonging to her, after 
which the grave was filled up. a horse is shot for the deceased to 
ride. All these.ceremonies are performed solemnly enough, and yet 
without the sheading of a tear. The old Chief then hoisted over 
the grave an American flagg, motioned our men off. They retired a 
short distance when the Indians commenced their lamentations and 
meanings This continued for about 1/2 an hour They then left 
and proceeded on their as though nothing had transpired to mar 
their peace and happiness- We arrived at the River about 1/2 past 
2 o'clock and as some of our company concluded to pack from this 
place we thought it prudent to remain here untiJ tomorrow, resting 
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our animals- There is at this place an old established trading 
post owned by Captain Smith formerly of Payette Co Ky. He informed 
me he had been here 25 years he is an old man in the enjoyment of 
good health though he has one wooden leg- There is also a short 
distance from this post and on the opposite side of the River, 
another, a Morman from the valley of the Salt Lake. he lives in 
the valley, though his springs and falls are spent at this place 
for the purpose of trafficking with the emmigrant trains as they go 
to and from Oregon, supplying them with the horses and pack 
saddles, buffaloe skins, etc. for which in exchange he receives 
sugar coffee, powder lead, etc. These he trades to the Indians at 
enormous prices- he is making a fortune. he gave to those of 
our company who are packing one pony for their waggon and harness 
for six mules-

Thursday 28" 
Left our camp at 5 o'clock this morning and continued our journey 
down the Bear River Valley crossing a number of small mountain 
streams whose water is clear cold, and delicious- Nothing of 
interest presented itself today. we nooned 15 miles from the 
trading post on good grass and excellent water. remained here two 
hours and again started. we passed some of the most excellent 
springs today I ever saw. Traveled 25 miles today and encamped one 
mile from the road on the bank of the river 

Friday 29 
A false alarm was given last night by one of the watches which 
caused some little excitement for a short time,but soon subsided, 
and all remained quiet until morning. The alarm proceeded from one 
of the mules getting its hind foot through the larritte when it was 
tied around its neck it was thrown down and in its struggles 
frightened several more that were picketted close around it. The 
guard a timid fellow thought an Indian was stealing a mule and gave 
the alarm- We started on our journal march at 1/2 past 5 this 
morning and at 1/2 past 10 arrived at perhaps one of the greatest 
curiosities in the world, the Soda Springs- These springs extend 
more or less over an extent of some 100 acres of level bottom land, 
in the valley of Bear River. This bottom is most beautifully 
covered with evergreens pine, cedar, etc., some very large trees. 
The springs boil out of the earth, keep a continual evolution 
resembling water boiling. That water has a soda taste which to 
some of our men was very pleasant they drink of it freely. I, 
however did not like it. 1/2 mile below is what is called the 
Steamboat Spring This takes its name from the noise proceeding 
from emission of gas resembling the puffing of a steamboat- These 
springs are the greatest curiosity I have seen on the route- we 
remained here two hours and proceeded onward on our journey through 
a beautiful valley surrounded by high craggy mountains. Evidently 
once this whole country was in volcanic convultions- We crossed a 

22 



) 

s-:-1 ! r.C" ·ri ... ~ • •• stream about 5 ' clock c?~ .... , encamped about
onward on good grass- ':' .. • e:, :=r' today '. •" twer..ty .. , 

r t l• .. 1 y 30tl-"1 

1/2 mi1e 
rn:les-

· ,f>f • ' 1 "' .c·a~pr:,.ent ,~.-~·: ..- -:- : :' · t ' • ~!": , ; J .,~ f', ov~ r 
r _r;t.er te r i!l~ ~ s!3_: .~ ... :~: _vm~ f' :;?.:r .- !:-•!-= it: which all 
'h(• I ;t-c- _ ... ,: •. c-1 l p .: __ r .~·cn',rnp 1"1~n {r.t"' W(r :- :: ~, ll:' !. 
ahP.~ • on· lrl_,equeru-e )f h·-- !"J"'tt:;~c ·~ •·.ed ..... l•;>w::•, 
1r1 ... 4 <-r .. r•:-'z' ~, c1•ro ·~: 111 :.ul vcr/ r,len if i:y t- •i1c:: we 
.-,.n-, _-:• ! : .1Cl:"l : ...-• 1 • l.n': : , l!IC.-St 1e~,.;.1;:.!1•• '!i~·•le 
mu,·:.• . ~ •• t? ~ 1m. • '111:-~ w, o•,,: t ,..., i ~at t le t: -i 5 •. .-1?...:..c-?1 C";-c1!v ed 
Thos. Fork when we die.. Their cattle were many of them sick. from 
as they supposed drinking too muc:h water at the Soda Spr:ings. we 
were joined !n our noon meal by two young men :f::."om Mo. \·Jho were 
endeavoring to overtake thejr train- They crossed the Mo. River 
on the 20th May and informed us they had passed some four or five 
thousand teams. There were stjll many to cross the river when they 
crossed- Nooned here three hours. after leaving our noon camp we 
found good road for two miles then crosse~ a sma!l swampy stream 
with considera~le difficulty- A small pack train passed us 
todc1y They formerly belonged to an ox train but th.i:nJ::.i:r!C that 'too 
slow a way to go to California exchanged their cattle and waggons 
for mules, and are now packing- The boys who left us at Smith's 
T:!"'ading Post a day or two since for the purpose of pai::k.ing, ca.me up 
and camped with us also another small train. They had succeeded .in 
getting horses from the !::idians who came in after we left and were 
very well prepared for packing through Our encampment this 
evening is 0n a small stream at the foot of a large mountain-
grass good We travled about 23 miles today. Our sick are all 
improving we have just~ · a fi::ie shower ~ .. ' 

JULY 
Sunday 1st 
Left our camp '"l,' morning L·. few r.::r.,1•c before !· o ' c' ,..: i.~1. 
company with the packers who encamped with llS last night but they 
soon left us. B. Mullins, Snyder an~ one other man whose name I 
have forgotten went with them to the Forte, a distance of 36 miles, 
for the purpose of obtaining !ndian horses. if they are successful 
in getting ponies they intend pacl::.ing. Our road today has been 
exceedingly bad crossing over ravines in the mountains that were 
almost im~assable, with great difficulty. we have been surroundee 
with high and lofty mountains all eay I should judge some of 
them to be 3 miles from base to sum:rr.i t. Passed some exce~. lent 
springs one in particular, it gushed out of the base of a large 
mountain in a stream sufficiently large to move the machinery of 
large flouring mill. T~1e water is clear and & cold as .ice water. 
This spring is the source of the Port Neuf River and forces itself 
through deep narrow fissures, or canons in the mountains until :t 
reaches the main stream. We nooned today at the foot of a mountain 
on tolerable good grass. Two Indians r;ame · r ~.,! -u~: today 
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I had just .!uh 1.e · my pipe " 'J.r ·m_,~.P. ? \ y made s!J"" 
,Jlf~:~ : ~ •"'° ., \:r-.r 1••.c.n "al"W,n<'.' •·.riE fi ~t; ?.It 11 

:!.,,- ,,;:.:·-·rn ;., e.:..~. t ~!.i.:cg ~ w:,! !'f 1!" \•n <::!. •• d the!! ,u .... ~in1 
r1 ... • hPt • a ft er s mc • l ng ~ tr . 1; e!u l , ·htc .:i.m~emEr1i. was 

to - they 
passed thP 
it to 

d .: ..;;r:,1:~i~1...e .:- ~u..!n,; ·:.· noon ! n rr !t 2·a~1Li .... ~ h··?·d .J ! e ve ?' _; t · 
, , , 1 _ '"we · d1 ~ 1 ':i .! ~ ':'-r:. • -

over some exceedingly high mountains and entered the Snake River 
Valley. This is a beautiful portion of the world- We encamped 
for the night near a small stream one of the tri 1)utaries of t:1e 
Snake river. here we found the wjld bar1y and Oregon wheat Our 
animals are remarkably f!)nd of it- l/2 mile below : w l 1• 

encampment. fcmr of them came to our car•Ip They =- •• ' .... 
Showsh!)ne or Snake tribe, of the same tribe ~r we• ~v~ seen along 
the road s incP we ! ,. 1 +-' = 0 "-· r i ve:r-

Monday 2 
It c:o ............ •1 -1:.,; ror c::ter ;;.:c, c:; .,._,:- t·F~ this and contjnued 
:: t ;-~acl i 1 y •.m • ! : ! : c • 1 1 !·. we pas:-ed m , , Indian encampment 
! 11~'l.!" ,n ! nf" f :· , wf. ! £• t.: • cmC' .m:'E - : : 1 ~ ! a;; •• t They had a drove of 

1 , ~ "rO •, ~ '"' - , = 1 ~ , r- one but did not 
succeed- Our road today has been through the valley- sand very 
deep but· owing to the rain yesterday and this morning, was not at 
all ~ad travelling- we travled some 12 miles this morning and ar~ 
now encamped within 5 miles of Forte Hall- we nooned here 1 hour 
and a half and then started for the Forte This road was almost 
impassible, some of our teams swamping down several times. we 

the Forte about 5 o'clock. I stoped a few minutes took 
supper and sweet mill..: warm bread and cheese, a great luxurie. 
Forte Hal] , : l ~ the valley of the Port Neuf River or 
rather between this river and Snake river. jt is a trading post 
of considerable magnitude belonging to the Hudson Bay fur Company
it is a beautiful portion of country the only place in the 
mountains I thought I .:::li I.! 1 ' I Ikr • spend my .life- - r, remained 
here 11ntil 2 o'clock, 

Tuesday 3 
~~ , , journey. Several ~four company 

d ea ~ l1 · • e · · pack f::."om this post whic:h reduced. our train to 
4 waggons and 14 men we travled 3 miles to the Port Neuf River 
wl-:.ich is a beautiful stream of clear water 100 yards wide and 2 
f f:{.• t .....,, ., : r... • t .. J ~ - .: ~ .... t. 9 r 
bro1· ,.;:, • ••,: • ~!1~ P,~'12t' ,.i·•e- 1 e••J? 1. e •Jnr.>.l.i~erl f r•-;: t ?:e .i~h.,_ 
;ra O • •. J ........ 1, mu_t. •!t,1e~ in -1~ru.:danrt', ·r:.i - . • ve;r, ·' "" c,.h!;'),, t · >5fl 
f . ,n .. w.i-~e :1·' 3 ! ~ E:t cl >? ::: p , antl nit: ; t'ti !· ~ f :'?r.i wh•::r·"? we :::-a:-.is i t 
E"'l!l :iP.s !n ' o :=1;i11r" fork o f l hP :'c) l \lmb .i a T'~~1 -=-:- T'-:e ~v,·:-~~-• - "' ft·r..:· 
e:1~ . pi..g hi:1=. ~:-1Ent :.n i-lZ'':! J);;r:;i-.:Gn f•!:- ~:-,.:>s ~1~41 ? rc-::•J •..:. ~ 1 1 •1• 
etc. ...1.~ ·:: ,1. 01:! 1.aiaeci 0,1 .. l . t r,_, ~ • -":··. ~ ;: ..:i 

left there by the r::t"'•tt:~ ... :-.. • wh ! ch preceded 1•s:- 175 waggons ahead 
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Hi:•J. >.,·J •; 4th 
... "" ·, ., in get"t"ing our waggons al.l over this mr.i!1~ "" " '! and 
was on our onward march by 1/2 past 7. it was ( '""I .. ~n t i n ' 
celebrate today but having lost so much time lately it waFI thought 
most prudent to travel- Our road has been this morning hard 
several places swamping our mules- we have been travelling this 
morning over a low sandy barren plane covered with nothing but 
sage, which growth seems peculiarly adapted to this soil. we 
travled 12 miles and nooned, grass not good- after noon, we 
proceeded a distance of 11 miles over pretty good roads to Lewis 
fork cf the Colurr.bia river This is a splendid stream 300 yards 
wide. we found good grass, musqui toes th.'! ck hang your 

, Frost this ~lso 

"'h,1 r i. c'\ ~- • 11 

<:·1 , ,~:· usual hour ··:;c · .1 · ·,g- One-and--a-·half miles' 
travel brought · li~ Am~··! • ~1. : : 1 on Lewis fork of 
Columbia R. This is g·· :.tJ iJc t· i -+ -- • ttr1 ' · -~ 'i,.,. 'd~ 

:t.i ~,:1:1.;' 1 'l•='' ~ 1 
.. m t!1e rf ,~~- T •. e 't-:.~~ .... ! l .,.'! : . ..i!'a .... ~: cv~:1· 

~.1:-"t, ! . ,ir•,... : r>:-:r,:-,c!' ,·:~. ,: £• r .. ~ •• • "'lr,t·o • 11r>r.c-h ~r • .. he !'flcl· t 

few !' ,-.•. -=~,·tl\,_r ')n it: a!;,:;:'n =c:.:: •r, ~&?•·~· ,,. t?::.- -. r>the:--
: {•?.: ;'..'•d',-:, •• •• l '"lac.·· e. "'ltT·~r:s .. w .. rff=Ptr-. fine ·~ 1 ... ~ 'rt"'.T1CI'> .ct'"' 

•.1~ ~li,- ~ •:~e '!~S.a- 11) •·ne ~r-ti.t'JID ';I~ t · .c~ .:t~~,:.,j ll--l (:.~.,.. 7•n 
'4~ .. ~ · ~l: l , f .. L ~r .... ::td ~ihe~·. •.lii:. f':1r y 1" v:.po\'!.r ;,; ... i"' ir:g ~~ ~ 

,- - C: • ,._ .... -

scenery surrounding these high rocky cljffs hundreds of feet high 
presents a particv.larly grand and sublime scenery- After Teaving 
the falls we travled through a broken volcanic country to 
fall River which takes its name from the number of petri!'ied Beaver 
dams. These dams are numerous. We travled about 25 miles today 
and encamped close to the river on very good grass. At our noon 
1 

- ' · 1 ;">'" t mile I ~ ·• not I P ., in 
good health for 3 or 4 days 

F:r.i2.ay 6 1
' 

After passi:nG' a : ·- night ..,rc al 1 a: P=" · ., ·: has ti 1 y prepared 
our morning repast anc. in g()od were on our road to the El 
Dorado again a miles travle brought us to Raft River here our 
course turned up the val!ey, twice crossing it. This river. as 
also falls, hardly should be called creeks, much less rivers. They 
are very small not larger than common sized spring branch at home 
but in this country everything that bears a :.m- • .-?or:: 
Rivers- an hour or two before nooning Ed McCarty and Reyney from 
Lexingto11 1:y overtook us. we had quite a fr.iend.Jy meeting, !ound 
and tap;?ed a bottle of old Bourbon and had great jollification
The boys dined with us toc~ny, being an extraordinary occurrence t(I 
have visitors in the mountains, the "judge 11 tried himself, got up 

- ~· ' style a most excellent dinner Indeed the U ',::iyu we.:--= s•,1rr,'" l ~e · and '_ tcz i • t. finding such 1 ,:r. _. ~=:.:. • 



u 

:'.. ·u:u:: : ~.., ~i,.·1 y htJ?"€ in the mour.tains- The~ travled along with -t:-
war:;c rt Cr• f'>? d.inner some ., w·, ?1) i1!tt>r. ! , .- . 

o:)!;J'' .. ! t;;. Wl: wot :r "'''e: ta:-~ t!..:m a.!J ... !~ - We .___ vl ,(. r.1,1 l'lt,: ·:, 
··:.ti,;c!. w~ ... '.0• 1 : •: r-:roe:~-,·lt~l. t::'·-:r 1 ,1;t l)"oa·,i:''!"!g "'f -r"l?l!n~ . .n~ 
-,:: on~ w~ggo:. !.n :-o.ss!~s .;mall .. o:.ie!· we ~rc.t :~r ...,... ~ 1·~ => 

~i. · -1 .f't" 1 ·, ~ ' '.h"' r \r1 ::.r gc,r d ~.:-c" ~ n., excellent 
WE.tP!" in a small ravine \'ih: :-1. : .. ro "I?~ ~.r.. ~ .. nrr spring _ 1 1 

"'111.~, ntr,~n;; •,- · ~., " fl1(1 pleasant 

Saturday 7 tl~ 
Passed a ·'->:-'} nn,!~ !" ... • .. '! • "!~ .... ~.· =.,t ".::. 'e<! ir1 good Po ... 'f1. An 

':h"C n !-"te Ht: .. t:.:::.' •.'-!C, 7 s _t,: il '), i· , - • T W, £.. _ 
i !rH'•~l{ "i=>!,• , .. "":' :::tc "lr.,..;1r+:1 ..-.;:ire-• r·r-· n~ •1: 1 l"..7h!T1£; ':'~•'';' ;cr't 
..:.!.1c.:.nG w=.~t:r .. he -=veuin3 i.,e: J1·e ], ... ~.<? "- ~ we•1• ~;;·11· n~i 1P 
t- ll , '•1··in,·h WP -::- '"'Set · t:. ~~ l"l t lie• eveni"'l;J t:.ere y we=- g(')t .-:, 

cl :l',' UlC ~ 0 := t!:er.: - :.u :' !.."e;i d t Od,!".-1 :1,-'l-S 1 • H:1 _ i7ri ri, \"i': 11...; :•= : !; :" ! 1 t-.r 

J.•l h ~ t1eii ': P , : 1e '! - h-t •, (; i(1(°' ;Jl"c!,r. ... • H~"·~r 7' r.=. ~ 
Wd t•~!" . - ' -VI:-' .) ' - ;:, 

!s none. it proceeds from a spring, 1/2 mile to the right of the 
road. At our noon camp today two of the men who left onr train at 
Smith's Trading Post on 3ear River passed us in fine spirits. They 
liked packing much better than the waggons After i.1g ~ : ·: 'J 
low ridge we entered a bP.aut.iful valley up which we Ft'r>c,r>m"!r,,~ ::"l 
miles and encamped for tb.e night on a sma1 l branch., 1100,1 1 --
here the rest of the packers belonging to th~ (? } train overtook 
and camped with We made 28 miles today. 

Sunday 8th. 
One of the packers being this _, to we 
consented to haul him a few days. His name is More, a M.D ' 
Tenn- We proceeded up this valley about 1/2 mile when the !'oad 
gradually curves to the right, ~assing through a gap of the 
mountain. here the road leading from the Salt Lake intersects the 
one from Forte Hall. Our march today has been through exceedingly 
high mountains, some of which are solid rock. The scenery today 
has been most picturesque and romantic. high 11p on one of those 
mountains on a smooth place on the rock, 1 discovered the initials 
E.G.K.H. by whom they were traced or how the autographer was 
enabled to reach so elevated a position I know not- I only do 
know that they are actuallly there The mountain scenery here is 
most magn.:i f icent, 11 Grand, Gloomy arid Pe cul .ia.r 11

·- we crossed over 
these mountains in about 10 miles and nooned on a small branch, 

-;, .. --~ "~:~~., · · .. .. tir,nlr!t '"1L~a1 ,....!! .. r \H? ~ga' 
on.:- jo,.!.rney ;h¢""' d!_t,:nce l:p ~he-:-•=•:~~::>{" ~I':'. \.ll" ... € w,C>, 1C?n 1·e-:-<: ' 
... !;-.i..._~ ~011t1tair1~ iJ~! .. - -: e. rr)aci t·:"1rr, ,g,~. 1·11: r m \1•tt - :n -: 

c::ffi ... •1H f1r w=s-~1:,m;. r~q•Ji""!.n~ ~!?:"~-;.t -a')', ==t..: r"7,llti.n •• 
:ilaces 't'h~ 'tJc,~~On.: h~ T'{ tr, ' f;- ! 1 1.'.ly ?'< ~o.. - ::,... :-:~ t 
thlc i.h 1· '.he-~· ;;:r~ l.-.~en t-· pieces, but c f+- 0 r t.:he 1.a;h~=ls :.~· 
securely ';'-!. • ~n~d ,:• •peE r _ ;;:i.ttached 'hi:. .a}: z;.rir ti.en the 

•. ~ .... \f 

by 



waggc)n is let · slow , gently- Many packer.s passed ··- today 
mostly from Salt Lake They repreRent that road as belng excellent 
and nearer thou.gt. I tl:ink .it !s all a mistake. Their animals look 

"" • ll • . . "" ' • .. C -- - • - -. . 
River- Just opposite us is a large mountain whose base extends to 
the river bank This mountain I should think is 1/2 a mile high 
= side fronting tbe River as perpendicular as the wall ,.. 
!~nu~,,,._ It =- most sublime 1 - We travled 18 miles today-

Monday 9th 
"' alJl!"' •'• .. l ·1 ..,nd + r ' ' , r->d 1.1 the t ·· 2 2 miles when we. left 

_, • I '· " This morning ou.r sick 
Mr. More was able to proceerl on his journey- Ou.r road today' 
been very good we left the river or as as it is called by some 
Goose creek, about 5 o'clock in the evening, thinking to travel a 
mile or two and encamp but not finding either water or grass, drove 
on to the Warm Spring Valley distant 13 miles- This took us to 
near 11 o'clock. here ·· found water but r.-=a •' Our .. ~-,·: 

15 mjles-

Tuesday 10 
Slept late 1 • • morning consequenr.e of which did t get off 
until 8 o'clock. we travled down the valley 10 miles and nooned 
on poor grass, poor water and nn wood- This valley !s a beautiful 
one possessing many attractions, several hot springs where the 
water boils out hot enough for culinary purpose~. After nooning, 
we travled about 5 miles and encamped in the valley close to a 
stream of beautiful water, cold here we found good grass- ! waR 
cal led this morning to see Mr. Stewart a pacl<:er from Louisville I:y 
I found 1"1im very sic!-(, prescribec1 for t1im.. T:t1ere ' · ·· t.. . l.- J ., 
r a : •• •• ~ ca on the trip, J it is d very 
c!isagreeable disease .. 1 very t\iitl-ir r"fl 

Wednesday 11th 
Started early t~is morning,made • good tr~·l and encamped for noon 
at the head of the Hot Springs Valley here the packers who 
camped with us last night came up Their sick man being unable to 
travle they left him 5 miles beyond our camp calculating to make an 
early stop and wait for him to come up in the cool of the evening
but overtaking us, made arrangements for us to haul him he giving 
us the use of 3 good muleR we waited until one of the men went 
back and brought him up- he is very sick (disease, Mountain 
fever). We travled 8 miles this evening over a ridge to a branch 
of Mary 1 s River here we found some 20 or 30 waggons ' ~ 
ox teams and some 20 packers Th.is .is a good place to -:- !J 't"r 
water and grass Our travle today was ~bout 23 miles WH t· :11::-
:rleasant dust : • i 1 .. 1 
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7 :1• !?9 S1 'l •1 .: 2 ttL 
r.- .. t~!.,. l < nrn!' of the packers mules ~10:..;·~ affrighted t:c! <L •rr e 1c 
: .... i lc:H .... ,; :· w Jt··· ··~ '.ii': u- p (,T!:1g .;u:J•=:'" :.')•"'''- 9 
,,. , •'lr ••• . : 1.'"!?r·~ • -pruenr1('1l' ... r,:mc , 1:~g 2t 'f i-rt r1!: T1~t ' "tiOW w?i .... " 
" ... : ~ ::oOO •• : •.l'.J'' .a ht- f")f 2 t--1.rrr1>"'1 t ~. ~ni! -: ncr 'J''~ " E•1ery man to 
t I m• ",," J"n~,.r · rnr:l t•,r -ri - "lp - . , Vi• t C'PP · ,c: i!" ~l·tt ; r1g 
ho· · o ~ ·.-r- ""-rt',ljL~- '>e ~ .. ~ ~:P . ",~:- .,,, -m .j " : · lhe •it.t•?r m, : ... ~-
... l,'1y ,ven: ffr !gl.t•· l b\' <.1 . : •• rl i r, r-ec:.. ~ rt ·.,t1 1('> rnd:- .. ! w• J' 
: ... a.-:•:: "::: e!t.. !s i.r~ - " ·t.-: , •• :.~.! r.1 • e ~ 1.r.P•1nµ 1 : :\:Pa • 
who wanted a horse- was off just behind the large ox train early 
t l·: ·~ •• :r .,. r1: '-: :~- 11., • _p') ,: : i• ··r i .. 1 ~1 !. ! : ,:.: .. ,· ~ f 11\•· -'!!c i · . .-
we t :"' ,, "' p, f •{ ,.1 .-= .. . T' ,., , i•-:cl .,(t~•I ~ i' · • ..... ' ' ... 11,." - r ~ ... 

travelling 14 miles on good grass- Our afternoon drive was 
moderate travelling only 10 miles m~king in all 24 miles we 
encamped on the bank of ~:~ river on good~- ~s , our s;~~ man ~1~. 
fatigued .. , !s evening 

Friday 13th 
Started early this morning a.1cl orit •-, Ni down the val-ley of Mary ' 
River, travelling through dust almost insufferable- Indeec:!. I am 
fully persuaded a free man will never cross these mountains bu~ 
once he may ~ross once. but surely a second is mor.e than he 
could beare- we nooned today on good grass near the rjver after 
travelling 15 miles- Our evening drive was about 10 miles making 
our whole d:rive today 25 miles- We encamped this evening betwe en 
hills of no small magnitude- Just before camping, we c rossed one 
branch 0f Mary's River I believe it .is called Martin's forl: 
Our sick ~~n is still complaining O good deal- -

Saturday 14" 
Stewart is something bet ..... 1 ' b.l.- •rr·r.~ We got ~n early start 
and travled along briskly until noon Not finding good grass, we 
travled until 2 o'clock before stoppjng- We remained in camp 
until near 5 and proceeded down the River some 10 miles to where 
the road ]eaves the river and passes over ro: .- - i • ~. •re w~ 
found excellent grass. The entire ~ottom along this river appears 
to be composed of a ashy dirt mul~s myrjng down jn many places in 
the dry dirt. in wet time it is impass8ble- The water in t h is 
river 1s very warm, the days hot and nights exceedingly con.1. 
Travled today about 24 miles L ._. !J:"P 1 many J:: ':'E'"n r1 1• 1 ' 7 -

1 . ' 

Sunday 15 
Struck out from t~<=> , !··~~ this morning :-·· .- t:!'le mountains. '!'his 
passage was very tedious though by no means diff1Gu lt The road is 
solid steep !n many places and sometimes very rocky. from the 
highest point of these mountains you can look back many miles over 
the Valley .,~ v ~".i' '<S River. r ';l,w -ome 50 different trains 
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I -. ·=-·~ the :-· a i• !!'.. ... _ ... • ;y jammed fu:1 . " w g.;, :- w 
.. r ..... , ,f= ,, :" -::tt . ~ ... ;:.~ :. ~:.c- ,·~ 1r"l· ~!'·P:· t ,.,..! •C Ft''"!:r-: 1 over 
th'= • ,.i't : t T:!! • ! .,._ .?.n::e !:. " .,, : _, ···- \ ' .. : ·.. • ~!- of 
W, 4 

.... ~.e,; 1,-ln wa ... f'.!' !or {Pr •miles in rc:v'L,'-' ... f" ~lu ri~l,• cf 
1.:11~ :o< i Ll• I" :'"''J y-r·z. l;'°t !..,1:i !·'" "'"" ,;.it::! 
, g , r1t" - 0r f ,,11 • ~r.:-1: r-T· ~ nP ., .. wnr. 
very good here Bryants train of -~ ... ~ .~·~ ·••· : "" 
animals. also passed us. several H •• "i:'1 ' -·"1 1" 
n! :e::. .,ft._1· im1er r1n• e:-,,' 111~c 1 rn · - r-1.. .~ .... , :. !· 
here we found ''! • · ,- • 1 , , " "'!. ... C' • 50 
or 60 wa->J • encamped in ':.! !s 'J· l !,_,J •• .., ", _ ,< •· ,:J We made 22 
mt ' r ' 1 y. Mr. Stewart t f. ••';~ •• .y :. tl ,i•:;1 t is still 
quite !-~ The weather is very warm, excessively s 

Monday 16t!-1 
Left our cam1, •r-Jr·y early • 1, 1.- morning c .1 • ~ r t get off : ~ 
advance of the many teams that now surround us on ~·.; '!.. .. / ha:1,.: we 
here again left trie river. This is a new road r-'lt '~ u ... '" 
this spring in consequence of not being able to cross ~ar.y's 
River. 10 miles from where we left the River we came to a most 
delightful spring of cool water This after drinking the warm, 
disagreeable water in Mary's River, was a great .lm·rn.ry- r~ere we 
again overhauled Bryant- he is rather a rouGh looking customer, 
thin visage sharp features etc. though an eye that denotes dic!sion 
firmness, & quick perception- After passing the spring, we 
travled over some of the rockiest road I ever saw- in ]0 miles we 
arrived at tl1e River again here we nooned, found poor grass on 
an Island remained here until 5 o'clock and again started onwar~. 
At this point the road leaves the river again and passes over the 
mountains :'or 10 m.iles where it again strikes it at the junction of 
this ane ~he old road here we ~ncamped for the night grass 

::,e ~ravled today 30 mi.les. Hot and dusty, fine shower at 
T!1e first ra 1 , I have .PP·1 for ~: :: : 7 hundred miles 

Tuesday 1 ?t:1 
Started - • • , .... -t • .: o I clock ... h · t· t"'Dl'=t · ~.g .. r. passed '""" .. 
·, ... nr-1:i• '~ 1:.·1 "'"n 1--' -·")=' l • .:il-L.g _; c w! .... .., \irt c-,s 
!-' C ,, Tl '",cc.,..nr• r: •'.e 1- nl: ( f 'i - f ; .. p.- H 

we remained 4 hours \IJh ! :.st r,r~ f'h y · n t'' _ • ... ~. ,t'. 

dry 
We made 

~ ~·ed u . .,, .. P. ?._1l"r: ? .. w, 1 ,1 f!C'1 C''!./e: ·:,i. •·,c, , ~·;t ~!~' :.:! 
1-tr r-;~ ·.r i·oad L\S 1,ef,,..e dinne:- ~1. r,at.y pl ces, you .;~1! fi~r 
gn ___ ... ; ... ,.~ a!o:-.. ) ''l.:. ~.:.~-v- • . j • '!---= [: :t••· ':-f" ·"':,: .. ,... ~l "1e-~ 
a•1d lr:1ni~ it;: o•,t fl11.t -~~.Pr2: r. ~~r-!vs w. - .1'1",! .. 5 mjles mal·i l!J 
w'10:f. tr::. .. ·:.: '· r1 i1:', ~<i .,,!·e!. 12 ,~,\"';:I,i_. ·d ... 1!"" ,.,,c, Ling 11 t:""n 
of the River on excellent grass a.,-y31" !s ~ ~t ,/'.:: ''E" 'JS, 
packers on the other side of us - :-1( ar. c::: • r~ ~-! 1 ,t- • 1,:," • and 
road :'l.~s • :-1..l "" "'' ·=€ w J; ,~ · 1.<.=t: travling with us t •• 

si.1CP WEZ left ·1.t ~, • ·~ 
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r 
,·· _)r.·J'I • ; . ~ Mr . .... . .. . ... 

~:~ u 'I, :e tl s , ... n"': •:.!s rnc.:rnjr-g ~- • ., • k .. ,:::. .. .. : r, r 'I ..,, ... n~ 
'1-v!:.g ::::onE:" .. :-( 1°'1E =r. c~:-c.ng;:_.g ·1.c• • <. 1• ' 

,. •. t . starting the 
rt·:,... .r we? t •.c~ ", ":~ r- ,,'"':ko?l' • m ...... 1 : i~ht ..,.,'! • ! . fr when o:-.-e 
•·.f;. ,:,, • - •'!=ri-c" .,~:' ... [tP ... • !,r..r- ~ (, .. 1•, 1.:2 •• •,: • ,Yn,, t- '' £- t 1 
li.b1r!l :.::lr.!g:.t: .. l •. !~\1• t'- '-::"rg!1; ... .:-, .. i~! +-!"a!a ~,1?~,-:1 .. 
f. :i!;;',+ !'II•., ':'he ~lJ< _rj .~, .. t' 1'1', t°,fl' 1C:~1 ~.,; f 

:-ec-t:!•:e .. l n:i 2nsW•"= -utl ·, t.1.t·!:-1u .a,~ " -? l "'1' .. ,1(, j 1n •• 
f tf,• "! .Jl't I 1 \_fl•!{ ~•. 191J ... if"'••1:;?. •·.t• i..~"aG ·• 

t:3r•.1\'I.._ ... ~ • .,. tJ.1it .r ,.t..P!:- U'.!!t":...-rr ... !r--ir• '! 1•!,~ ·f- .. 

\2 -~ • 4, ':''!.'l r •• .i .. .... " ti -1 ':""a ... !Jf"' .. p - 1 
~' :,, '",_ 

·J, .. ...,,·.:t! •r. 1, h~~-:rln~ .. h€ cil- ... u:·La:1c:e nf the '11"~1;;':..... h"c. 1•nk.;-:•1tm 
• •?,• ... ."o:'~, ~('' 'l,(' 'rl.t eO •}1ic ,kl1:.,c- f r _:1 I t.-:1 ... • ,, f" -r,M 
ti~ f..: liec.~ ! . .iJ ! : \! IJ". J. ._ r! ,::.~ !~t:1 !· ; ! 'l • t • J! er_ ;,!i ! ., ~!,o : t .' : ... ,~ j\~ 

L!t · .c' ~ • :- ... 1...,r. h ir t c.t 1,· ~· ,-1,,,.., ! !",t\ i ' ••• :-,, .. ff', - ~y 
!'-•:, 'J!:1_, ftr-4.:ei.;,CJ? .• •!::i--»:·/· , . !.e ~-:·.,: "'..:. ,e. -

o>1a. • ', i' · ·· a_i i' -"" .. .. - tin..- ' ... I' •• • ,.:i • t' what train I 

,: . 

be:,.,:.s~ ~- · 1·1-?j~t:r' r- <"' • .# G'l'??.9 • 1.~ ; !;:'! ~ ·~ ! . +.-JL .LL ' • -··~e.~. ttl~~ 
m'!cr".t tc~,rl .. ~ tt' ! r~,~: ...... -t- r ~' ,,.,:r <'",: :?, ~PP" =~ -~ . C 

pr,J l'H> 1 u, )?, c~ting 11. 1 t cat 1n •.l.P f,., ~ vi J ir f , ; :e .al ·"..y 
"'a.r!~; -c-tl1 1 .~ .. :&•· ,. f'> - '' 1n1-,,-, n~·, r ,.:;-t. ··- ~rc ,• errc ;~E 

\ra.\•l .c -, ·~1· C 1 1 :.• .L. "'"·.:..~ !.,.. ,:-wr.! t..., ",1,... t .. •• :r m'' '~ n'" t}1!•1;-
ii.;rcwj ~!.. .. _ ,.., ·• ·t • r;E ,"t.. • r. !.'": !r1"1,, · ~n :i'•'r"1 ,,r-•·- "1"1· 
mi !Py ~. ·t-:, ;:' • ~ ••. ' !;'.t•" ,~ '":.e Fi !!!~ w:. f~ • ' gc1-,: :; • 1-: w!.P.-e 
we n !.e1 S:-1•a.it',_ ... .-,:11.:r,.: '.t...~,,-. "ftPJ. i .. , hP~.!n•l ua .ll 
morn1n~ :,? ..:""e n'11o. .•• :=. :,L: !1 .. - 'i:, H~ n0•>ne'1 
•• P!'P .... l'~'· '!.n :r• ~ t :-r--r:: • • C"" r 1•f-: 'I ,· ·.~· :'Cle ·1· We saw 
seve - : e.b : ic:!:: • w"- J :s !.3 • .. · i·. ' r,.1· ... ~. l lW • t"'•tr • r VP] .. <:)1) y w.:1~ 
c;°·,·,1 • :a r.:1"r:-.- :-,e"! :: lc•,, 1 r," '"°'l· P'vcsr :. 
good :;;: ass, h~"t .i:- - ~:r.": t->a :!.£.-: ·•\ .. ~c..rv:>. ". WP :. a:-: Pl! t·: c:'-.t t',. 

jl,f1C• llf '-l'Y tl' "'Jcl~~· \,;;-. •·',, cJe •]i r ne .,,. h1.r- rnnn, .:t yr ltrtg 

::Hr. !::-n. Lr.1u· "·.!: 1
•, ,...~! ~F n me llf r3ry,o"' i::: .. ,r:>;-i.1?: :-

1 it~ le wl.r•r. 1 "' r-tar1H'l ro•J• rm r.r-l gn• ,(: ... , r nc.J"!' '·,~'en:::- J •.· 
the .. ,i r. r ·hf.= ~··t"£ -:-• - f h· :i:1g ... 1,_ si'"l· ,1 1 f£1\., moments 
•"~~ i .. 1 · ~"' "i"''?c~ ,. we.· s11pposed t0 · nf .,,. ::, 

Thursday 19th 
Left early this morning and trav1ed over fine .. t · dust excepted 
13 miles, when we nooned on J( ,:,·l .;r" ':'' r: r ~ ,. g•?"'':!-'"' ~ ~ 'l m 
th.is river is very poor but ' .! •, '~ e ~ t 1 

• ~.,. • t:s zcor1 gr....__~ c- ::"i 

always be found for a small·:-~!. ""r '.rri.,ft--'!.i~u c?r.:pa:,! us 1 ~ 
.. te c-:. t t 1 • !"._ !.. \.1- : .. ~·1(• .. • c•!· •• •""•.:>r,E>d ,! .. h • • - 9 ~c· r.-:"c r,(., " 
hours and again was on the tiresome road T~e weather is 
excessively hot and t-he dust intolernhle we trav1ec1 todcty -1 '"n1' 
25 miles and encar.:ped in a bend in the river •, .• good grass-

* {mar~in note) ? } D cf Marce.1.1 • -1(' 
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Friday 20th 
- night irJ alarm and 

stampede of our mules- We did = .. ~ 

1 • -= ~· ~ !• ga r:- r 

~<1e:·e cif:· w_ ~ ''l..-,f="" • "::-3n··=-n~ ..:-1·{. • :.! ~g Sf"lr\4= 

L r t' :4--! 
pacified-
l 
wh · • 

t.}.. ? •1 • t .=>T S g .. .. ,.~~m a"' .. 

The affright was caused by a man •.:m hol'e"='ba~l· ~ .!.:. l )L i I'!; 
;;'"11 .... ,., r ar. :n~1 ! a ~ er 

:~ general impression 
~ ~·· · - the horse his havjng 

st .J~ , _ 1r \1H· , "' 

.,:. · ·- mf ' ;:. r.rom t·,.... C-6..JII tl.i? 1.n ~ t • .. tt •·\.,. 

!" t:.ro l!Jh '"hi? .1 1.1:-. te. i th f ~ 5 i lerr whr1a : t: age;.;! n 
:-: . .! _ ~-,-· • ,r .. "'I" t · .i L r.n 1 y r.Hr, • r! br. 

~ qte.:::_ .:.,: ,::: • if Hat .... !' • r v-:P.1° ·m·m t!11:: ?.:'Jer 
•1}•.!':.., Bnl· I ,C.1eJ O I ,t· )!O w}, ' t . w ~ : ,\ t 
,, .. ~rod w 1 ti. :a.. ;:=: l: ! l . s - : :-.=:. . )r- ~ .,~ t!lt:-

;:,r .! nc i11Jc !nur·e,r1 ' •1 t :-•• (! wi5 t F·r; ct '""t>J'Y -s'r,r11enT1,E;.-'-·p w~tt~ ;t 
wl.!.-:1 =- cl~rs ' ;:. , · ' ": ~,er 
our animals to have any here- we remained here 3 hours and 
proceeded down the valley five miles and encamped for the nig-ht , .. :m. 
a beautiful piece of grass near the foot of a large Our 
~ _ ~-·ry w. ~ 23 miles- weather warm. 

and over sand ridges • !1 1 c ' '• w:. ,J ., .. -= noon on 
poor grass- Our drive this morning was longer than usual. ':'he 
road after passing down the River 7 miles from where we encamped 
the evening previous struck ou1 over a sand ridge we thinking it 
no more than a mile or so to the River and it being rather too soon 
to stop conclnded to go on lmt found we had caught a tartar . it 
was much farther than we anticipated- a number of packers passed 
us today- Our evening drive was also lengthy. No grass could be. 
found on this side of the River and we could not get our mules 
over, .1n consequence of the mud.c.y rough bank. we encamped for the> 
night on the brink of a high sand ridge and drove our mules clown 
the precipice to a small bottom where we found poor grass. 
com::;,ar.ies of packers were also 1

• .- l":)i:i. ' • We -t:ravl~d today 24 
.... 5 - t;:-S 

Sunday 22nd 
Drove np harnessed and was off . "1!"" t11g before six _ ' clock. 
Our road continued over sand ridges ·~ay f·· . le ~;v r f _ '~ 
miles. Sometimes the dnst and sand ~ .:. ~ - 1 -f ·1 

left the road about 1 o I clock and drove down to the River. 11·~"" 
W- •= ~ 1 0"': ~ 

remained here until 6 o',:;1c:-!· 
night f order to ,_:-<:"~ 

·~ . . ~ 

•. , ·:.~ .?v~r1i1~g - lccl;=t.i g t 
2 0 I , ~-, I :-P, '= \ f ; ., .. • . .. ,, .. f 

make a 

31 



arriving at '"h-:- sL1k w! thout grass • u;:. • .... : 
ox trains who are encamped !.(•_ 

w~ learned from i·F 

e that the road leaves tl'1e River ! .. . 3 ':~1: ~ does n stril~e it 
agai~ for 22 miles This determined us to make a night drjve- we 
had but little difficulty in swimming 011r mules over the River I 

wn : • .. ,t• ., .,.r, ... Ln" - ~t 5 o'clock we drove them back, anc! at 
-!~· WI'->·~ ~rt the march again, • 'c . [ , ,,: ' g: •.-: wl~i .!.st ::.aying by 

Monday 23r 
Our information yesterday al r P · leav.ing • ' ,': River provec to be 
untrue- about dark we met a man belonging tc r ox train back, 
who had been looking out the road he told us we did t 1 ~- vc 
the River for 15 miles, as he had been that far. Thus determined 
to stop, we did so about 10 o I c.loc!-;: on a smal.1 spot of parched up 
dry grass- After picketing our mules antl placi::i.g out a guard we 
gathered each of us a Buffaloe robe, and tumbled down close by our 
waggons to seek the sweet repose so necessary for both man and 
beast when tired- Nor were we kept long in waiting, soon the wide 
extended arms of Morpheus had us all in his close embrace and never 
did I enjoy a more pleasant night of sweet repose in my life-
found this morning a small spot of grass in a bend of the river 
upon which we suffered our mules to graze until 7 o'clock, when we 
harnessed up and was once more on the marc!1- We traveled unti} 
2 o'clock over a sandy barren desert not a single spear of grasR to 
be seen during our whole drive if we have not been for several 
days travelling through a desert I know not what one is- we drove 
our mules one mile to the Rjver, where we found a very little grass 
here we thought ' 11· .. t t-r, •1r; ! . ·n .. ~ • tomorrow- f'I'-:- night and day 
drive 28 miles 

Tuesday 24th 
Our road today has been over the Bmne sandy desert that it was 
yesterday. Nothing but sand and dust If ever I was heartily 
sick and tired of anything in life it is of this almost 
insufferable road I have sometimes thoug~t that all the gold in 
California could not induce me to return by this route. all who 
think to make it a pleasure trip will find themselves sadly 
mistaken- it is one of continual toil and labor No man can 
possibly perform more actual labor in the States than each of us 
performs on this trip You are arroused at 3 o'c!ock in the 
morning The first thing is to turn loose your mules TtJ.ging
hauling pu.lling at a stnbborn mule untiJ you are almost worn out 
T:ien a fire is to be made water to get not infrequently a mile off . 
This evening a mile and three-fourths after ':>reakfast which 
consists of hard bread, hot coffee and fat Bacon you commence 
: . r--io~si:1G Th~ •. ,:;.., •Ps • 1 t··g f: \ !l:, pulling hauling driving 

tyw?..y .. :t1 y:iar r;,u ! E""' to your waggon- I sometimes think the 
" "" .. 

1 
• • ' en 1 .... ".i t ' ·- ""'>' • • ~ecome ang:ry and vexed even swear a 

: :• 1: ,... s,,i,e•fr:e · ~- • •:l!:--'..:, if not spea k the oath- If I 
ever : •i:. :'! b=- • 11 rh I will try .,ar.' _ patience " :r will 



u 

=n we~. A little" ~:· mule. " They 1~e the ~-t• 
have ever in my who}e J.ife met with- Toil toil 
night n-1 th,. 1 --= .. l'lc!1:is s~:.•!..1e_ :. :r then!.,.!~· 

"t. ( ~ :' :' "'J' .. ··; :-.~ : .. : ,_no"ligl. t > I· 1 • .. , , ..... 

fo't't11n• -.:-.1 11~r:1 wo:-1· U.!' j, , ... ! f ':' .is N\ 
mi .:u i-::r•·1-. .-.r wi "1 · .:-~:.g -H" + • ?, ,;-.: !,.: 
... :1c: t' ~!! i f ev•_ 1 c. po r + 1 .. tzi:, wr ,. n • "Wn s: nn..-r 
\J ! _: 1 • 1 ~ , ;,,p t t" .i V: ' " 4 

~==--' t •..; tl !~..., 
from morning to 

•1\ Cw!l'!_:- 11 ... ,,. 

: .. 
' ... •• . " . 

m:1 + ~:.~ ... ,., i ori i"'"nv ... 0·1:- m•,:-"'s )!t~ . 
• !!I': J • ""t. : ·i=-wc •. , ~ ,••r .... 1 .. , .... . 

I 

~ 

!~ 11· 1• iLi:, .. i' •ys. ·lf~rt: l<IL •.' l'.'':'J' 1 t: •,., 
• • ... c:-: • .' ~~me s1x nt ,,.: :.i.' • ! e.r 

• f h l! ng tl1e grd -.... r 1L1, ,"I • • t'?r Ll:an w~ 11 • t lpn ... <>c 

"· ~\!Sh• 1 
• o i:.:' pri,;1F=: • .. •· • L. !1e:·e ur.s"t i ~ ·• C"11nc rr ,w wei. w ,: l cl 

be necessarily compelled to recruit our mules a !ittle ~efore 
entering the 46-mile desert, which we do immediately after passing 
the Sink- From packers, we learn that the great Bulk or ruGh of 
emm1gration is one h1 ,1;-.•~· •• tt1 fifty (150) miles in our rear. 
Therefore there is no absolute necessity for us .. '•• in suc:h a 

Wednesday 25th 
Drove our .~ • •; f.l.t dayl tght -i ~f morning r • - ~ ...... getting a 
11 ttle · ! • €. ~ P..'" hitched up and proceeded ;t w .:: - • we travled 
over fine road except dust- 10 miles and came to a deep ravine 
or bed of the river. here we found a spring of clear cold water, 
though strongly impregnated with sulphur. from this spring we all 
took a hearty drink. after leaving our camp this morning we again 
came to the River in 4 miles. here we left it and did no~ see 
\1«24:er :. ;:. ~(.....,. ~ !'. ~ miles when we found the spring- we here were 
!~ hoper ~f rP~ h!ng the Sink today from the appearances of 
:;u .. r1J•1r. l !nts 1 _!~,:.. • onward with renewed vigor. Not 
c i rd! n~ s::- £ >I' w • e- ,Jr·· r~.v on nnt i l two o'clock, here we 
f J •. ,: ... r: • -: ,:- f , .. 1. m'='n <?n.-:am.,,c on the road side, who had come ,1.p 
in Avir.C'"e f 4 !£! ·r-.· .... :nol: :">l'""' ·". <"~ '\.l'J Wl':' ·-:· 4 :r ;=-, 

':hey .;-::. i ,· ug w•l ! ft· m wl 1~·:. t:.te • • 
• - 'l"'hr>y .c: .. f O!'ft,~ t" \< • lP S 1 rtl:' 

of 10 ~!le n~ 
-. wro1 '! c,t w:ci .. f"'i: - :1r: .!.P 1 , 
'O":"- ~"tc.:!" sto1 r1lr1g. C t 
WP ~ ., t • f • ' '- "" : " t r 

:rdv_:llJ~ ~w~r·{ ~l!P 
s,rme i ::.•c.1k1-1. •· ~ ,., -1 1 • bPr 
to haul them 

Thursday 26 11 

l 

oday 
~ e 1 -.. J una b le 

Moved down the .. ~~ th.is morning one i".!l haJf miles .. better 
~:-c.r,. - :, r-= W€ runa!n. l until 2 o'clock at which ti:ne ~ _ 
concluded ~o start G~r- the :.., SC-l't. 
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Sink however than we ar'i : ....... t .. i uld did nots•::::.·•· -r.,,'.'..r. ·:.''~ 7 
r , ! . ..:. '-:& ~'!' ~ ~ ,. · . r'J'le of the Gt•vrn 

:...,, • ..ie.w j• !t•r-,,t, l l';; ' i'•!)l.-P'- l~ t:h~ And, 
)• +-: r:. • •·on ! .... verPd w i ·• r• r ~I(-> a . 1 r:., ! : 

f 'lr ~~~r:r -: rt'·:. 
,,;_.!"P'"' ""rom ~l.ic·l. 

·~ct '!--~J:eea,:"l -~'-. -:··,,: t1,c,t-e':' - ..• 1, 4 1- '>e t-1-;er~ 
. 1 , ' • l r ' , 1•t1: y ! i : "- • -:': ,L ,1r. 1 '/ l=J-:_... ?' } r ..,.. .: 1 + for 

'!Ge !so' tc:.inei [:-or:: t.:';:s ,~:g '"! ""t""', ..... !.· •• 1"11 .. !1 t :.s ,, 
1i

1
: ;rr·~, I 1P t:,., t ,,. '~· 'n yi.0v, r.• r,n ! ".i?•...1 ·1 ,.l ,: :.:-:,1· !~ c· all·

.:c t:1ir:g c1 ol:•?(! he~<? ·, t 1'.'.i : F, ": wr: .-• - ..... ·l' :... "!'o,;. ... :1r: der..c,rt at 
7 ,: ., :rJr! !·. t~1.:c ;:uri: :n:; T11!-s is trnly O rln!"'Pr.~. tr .. ;,,.~~:' ... :-. e--
Gl. !.ar .:!·- • ?1£ eyL -::.& •• rt-..:, 11 < .. i ~ 1 11 ~):-e::;e1, .. r; ~L. v 1 ... w l.,•, • h; rr,-~ 
: :a:r. er 1P.ti• !tT f "~UPI -tl i ,n .~ ti,.n · ... ., , .... - .. p.n -c~1 ~ .... 
mi 1 flS o l!. =oat! wa •,. i y 91 1 ' here w~ , c'"P t ::i r.-c • • .,....,., l· .. he 
wr. ' 1. .~')f• ,,.. .. • d i' ~ r ... ,,-.,:._i •• ~=~.~-... ::n.t: er, ca tt 1 e have 
die1 r ,11·1nk.!ng 11- ~nu ... 1e ~·e .. <"- ':' • i , , .. hy nc1-:P:- n, .... :.·"t?S nn 
.. > • 1 '"' r ~ ... al:: ?-r·. :<" of .. ":! ·- 't '°" • nri~rt · wh1r-. we strictly 
:.,.. : • ~w,=,,~- • .. n' .. .:o l· we ha! Pc >ne h •tr ~n,3 c- half to ~--r.. ~n:-
:rn.~lfl . ?.e:.·P r- .. "'• Pr·.! -ha:·1, \, • ' !~.1 t r10 1~i .. to r-·· me 1 .. a~·e a ~ew 
quarts o! corn for our rn• ; E= whir;h g'f 1:a-t: ~ revived them- We 
travled on 

Friday 27 
unti.l 6 o ' clock quj te glib.ly, wher1 H entered a :~ ~: sand which 
, 1 '!!t••u 1 "l,' i l we reached the river a distance .,f :r: ~: !• ... , : 
is the hardP.st portion of the whole road, at 10 o'clock we gave 
our mules about 1 gallon of water eact, all we could hauJ This 
gave them new 1ife and onwarc we travled. nut of 4 waggons that 
started through with us, only two reached the river that day ours 
and Capt PricharCs. We saw mules and cattle every few hundred 
yards victims of the desert. we passed some 20 waggons which were 
unable to proceed farther, the.ir teams giving out. They unhitched 
and drove them to water where they are now recruiuti~g. Not 
drinking any nor eating anything for several t!ays, ! was almost 
dead T!'!.is has been the hare.est the most tryi:ig time of my life. 
I walked a good deal throug the hot sand until I became complRtely 
exhausted when I mounted a mule and left the train & proceeded to 
the River 3 miles distance, when I arrived I • i~ 0 u --:r ... -= v"!' 1 h 
mu:ti -mi ,•du t•J t:v" \· ....... :.·. r, :.,., ... 1i-... :! !0·1~ ·. s t:~.;. .. r:reought (",.z: ttr.?'f!" 

I vr--r w, • - • ,.. '!. ,\ J' 1 ! .. ;:e-'" • 1, ;: ~.:.y - ! · ·· rT11·r· 1rar.'· 1 t ~'l 
life- !W•<ir,t+.:.!.,11s\>u'. ••• ,. r a.11t!,1 ,~" .?· nr:• !.!• 
1nat1r· fflE· r pa .. h 1 y c- ! r--~, r tt • wl ', ~. ::q\i. P rp r - " • , ~ 1T,1.r, '; won" d 
nr:l' aga!.:1 cross b-•·l· f,r ,ml? tho11s rd c.:l t_ Ow· te.:uns ""'n·lved 
!, "',~ .. !n"" 1c.1,-~ 1~:·c:!"'~Y rj3&,...:1 ... '1~1:r;!, nn• o •_r-.l,-:1 e~ I e;::pec:-t!rl 
thi=-y wou • .~ t)('- r'll w~.., !., 'I.. We.., t: .. ...., . L ~, • • We g _:Jf)}l : ! . .:-:. • .. )! 5.-.r1 • 1 r-
.:' Pur.->; .._ .:!~?. u• ? .. v!::g •_ i:-t ,: i •• 1 G~?1t1 l. tl.F-1 ,.,im.-~.,. t, 
re.~·~· ~"e !' 1 1.u amu£:t· lo•1Ply ~llt!cl~ •u~ :JJ-=,d ~ s:·. 

B7 :! c' '1 l:. I.! I.\ 1 ,i:; W:::>l'f' n1: ~;·,'·-·11'! r;,< c-;f .~ 0- .. 1 Wf •.-1 0 

r~G' l! !;. "' , t·: P- !'I • lit:-~~!! r l r •t ._nnwo .-'I ",._,. ~'/ .! .l• ~°! > 
~ :·nu·!..0·1c shade These are t'-1..- first • l'f.3 ,._ I ·.a ... ·c- ~ t..An for 600 
r 1.: " 



- good . r: : Jl • e t-i , tu. : · •· 
1~ mor4!ng nn t i n ~~nJ! ~ t 

_·""r-•·i. ... J·'•: p = ht•re • e:,..1a :· 
.o, ~:' ~aw : mnr • ~ ! . . e ~ 

•;-.... ,-. _ We 
">P z • 

T! e • · neb~g~n~ 
::.e..-..e : s h,~ r-e -= 

:i:id =··' c"'le •• , orni:1..: i 1 ~· 1, l'' <L a '· ! ~5' w_:- ""-p:- f"l•• ... o 
-r.. inc:. :: Qtlf? .-: ?:, t.::. :: ·'!e d! · :.·erir- cin · 

1 
:t ~: • \ii • OC'£'P {"•(; t"' !"'J •·! -.. : .f <t: r ! t r:~,i:-~ ~.l t 

f.i• ro<: 'I · :e : ";,_ ~.L!s cve r.:~, ... :t .. !d•> .. ~< 1 •,·.i• >' 
mC'"t'i" < I •P :P-.. t II', : 1P r:,• <·amf i •:; . • - (-& .. }' • ., •,JE- f ot:.nd o :'!:€'-
;! rJ . t •lr i •"' :~ ..._ p.:.-e t:•y l~"E! '' ·• . .-n 

'° t • "m~~m 1 • re""' , f f -:•,- ! • g t "1 r~ 
lie t t ,ni \.he •·-! : .>r~s·,-E .;me h ~rd .. r 
... ecn.! t !~.., : : l l.'"1,: r 
th e i·e l ., · . 

. . . 

~ (I • t ;J :Jr-a .- ) • .., • 
i t~ ~ •ry ,1n l e: •. :. of 
" ' ~tlf • · .y "'~• •· ,.. .,~ "1 .. i:-r .i~·.: ng alone 
".•l 1 ;; ,H ·~ ! : h~y c :II •:np,::1:c~ i ·1r:d _ 1 i :_ 11p _m· rtlmc t an ar.:r.ow 
:r. -- r an ox or mule so as .. 1 ·s.:."1 e P s · muc-L -~.- t : .. ,;:Jill he left 
they will do it in order to get the carcass for food- We have 
watched our mules c 1 ose l y and so long as we do it t!1ere is no 
J .. t."r I t ,..,,:; -'2- 1- ar- l,J"'- • •• : J• : 1. we i:-1? • : F .. c 1 ."n 

~ &-i~~ l The wer 4 Ln~ i~ 

Sunday 29th 
Today we ~P~ ~ •t' ~-- mules r good ~- This delightful shade is 
a .: "'~' ,.~ greater than any have met with since starting, a day 
spent in camp is one of no little interest to the emmigrant- The 
toil and fatigue which he must necessarily endu.r.e entirely and 
perfectly fits and qualifies him for rest and when the day arrives 
how gladly he fine.is it. we intended remaining here two days but 
learning from those encamped here that we have anotber sandy desert 
of 15 miles to pass over without grass or water t!10tJ.:Jht : t most 
prudent to travel that streatch tonight and again re8t tomorrow 
accordingly about dark we started and found, as had been told us, 
that we had a desert to pass over The moon shone brightly, which 
made our travel quite pleasant. we arrived at the River abo11t 7 
o'clock in the morning, fastened our mules to the waggons anc. 
turned in fully qualified to do justice to the few remaining hours 
ti.11 day.light. We d.id not strike our tents but eac:h took a blanket 
or Buffaloe robe an<.~ threw himself upon the dusty sand and soon ua!i 
· ·~ • ~n the quiet repose of sleep- The PV~r,· ng was cool WP 
travled con 20 miles gcross the desert-

Monday 30th 
nu.r ·ttmp w:=;.t. aroused early this morning, i ..i r-n; .• nP a~d up -;:"t:-1 
pr~ ~Pcier ~- the River about 1/4 mile to a delightful grove of 
r. :, • t < ,1 w r t1 • rr,r... w• •• - ,·ff" turned out - . ~ drove our mules across 
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ll.E :-· i~., .1 found J .; • ..;:--$~ -~. • turned them loose for '::.'=' day 
a.;::.i.n tl. jcry €f'... ,.,f :,_ :· -f - .... ws.~ f'!': - ' : .• ~ .. , 

~u;.•=- t'T' }slng t."''I 'E::: ,u.r "i;y!S. u.:: ,;:i111f11.·t~· :~· .;.nu q·1~f·liy :::-:;e-;!,:; 
! .... 1 F c~in: ,;, • lgh"'f··, ~s.,·c oc· t :on.::-Jy t]j.f>ttl?' 1r~1 b·.r ~l,P w:..; 
- ·1~ " ,=;:,11~::!:;,!r.e ~s t:1,:.:r ~01·.,._<l ... :.-... ~, ,r.,•l • G r!f •• e -:~ l: 
,... " .._ ~ n•'llr·•n- , .J,... -.ee + :.~r · :::: · : !.c ~ •1• - ": • ..., t., ~ ~ 1 ~ -r- t • • .;J , 

:.;:,:f" w ·-.:'1~ ha1.:~:1'Z t.hE-!~ :-1,lp· '.l c. lP -1v,1y t= • f'l.,,l;"'.:l 
! P. t. ! e ~Jus ?.T.l t 1 , t. £• :._... n 1 eepy · p r ~r. · · ' · r ! -r· ~ 
po:t:'tion of our camp- in such a manner was the day $pent. Our 
~uards posted at dark- Myself making one of them- during the 
n!ght, there were numerous arrivals, waggons and packers and some 
ox teams all having had so good a foretaste of a desert that they 
determined to pass al 1 fu.tu.re ones in the night, 1 ~· the reason 

during the night-

Tuesday 31st 
We were informed here that 1~ had another r--~rt ~: 15 miles to 

-· j! 
I , - .L 

a single spear of grass or drop of water- ~he road is passably 
good sand excepted some six or eight miles very heavy sand, which 
when it becomes hot is excessively fatiguing both to man and mcle 
We arrived again at the River about 3 o'clock and encamped 
immediately on jts bank in the shade of some very large Cottonwooc. 
trees. here appears to be another place of general overhauling 
from the various articles found strewn over some acre or two of 
J . :J~ ' ,. • ' - ... r: 

nrm ·r::· cf :,adters e1 c-;~ ::if.., -_11J be:ft: 1·c .igh! ~1 :1 11~ • 1 
..,;:it·,nw .i'1':.: :i!"e·e;.te· _.:.i•e,. t-1!.·1!")'lJ'.f,-e 1~, ~i=,~1tn• • 

-.: .. ·iv~1 n!' n ,:uar.~: .. ., o!' -omi:.,r:u 1c- iv :- t:,,~ to,'!·~,,.,~ .. 
l.n··-::. 1. ~!:e J:,;-osi .. "? t.;Jde £ t!k ~iv~:- : ·.: ,!1': b, low ~J 1 ! ~i: 
t -c. 

excellent grass. here I discovered an old trail ma.de by the 
Mormons. This inspired me with renewed courage as for several days 
I had been much depressed in spirit in consequence of travelling a 
road none of us knew anything about a road that the Mormons made 
early this spring in consequence of the high waters. This I 
learned~. _,~packers who had just overtaken us 

i,.ttytt.--' 
·1t:r~Pq!.a? 1st 
Left our camp i~ good this morning and proceeded ~ the 
river through sand 8 miles when the road had the appearance of 
.leaving the River and striking over the Ridge. here we concluded 
to noon as it was near the hour and not knowing how soon we might 
find the River or water again, we remained here 3 hours and started 
again quite refreshed- Tl~is portion of the road is the worst I 
1:lave seen. .it is not only hilly but rocky. The face of the 

•• 6~n ~ sterile appearance with here and U I 
1
'\ ~:P. i: !eti-1!? ,... .-~3.r ' ,,,...r.- On --n-~:r side high mountains meet 



~:le eye -' :.<-> of which ' " · . .,_ ~·c-:. caped peaks. These Wt" toe!::: to \_10 

t Lca Sierra '!'Tevada Mountains WP now .it : ~ - · . ;1.t-e 1 •..1:tl.:n 
:it'E t :1,1cl:-· ,;·>-= ,.. ~1-· ~- .. ~~1.: - · ' n f or"!2..•· :1 ...,1t r- ~- :. ~;-= 

to be correct we travled this evening about nine miles and came 
to the River just before dark here we found some Ohio boys and 
encamped near them, putting our animals with theirs and guarding 
together. we found good grass about 3 acres This was surrounded 
by the river on one side and a slue on the other - 1 · 

thickly hedged with willows formimg a complete pen ir,r p•,·11 The 
gr2.!> was fresh, not · ·~;,•·:\.. · ., .. · .. eaten off before; · e.!''"' r••1 - mules 
r:a-i:. .. · bounteously-

Thursday 2nd 
!,eft our camp this morning · • 6 o'clock and slowly . .. .dec-1 up the 
Rver over sometimes sand and sometimes Rock crossing numerollS 
little mountain streams of clear, cold water, which we found very 
refreshing. This is a beautiful valley some 8 reiles in width, T 
should judge 50 in length, well supplied with good grass, and 
walled in on either side by high ragged mountains- Those to the 
right however are much the highest, and studded thjck.ly with pine
we are now encamped for noon after travelling 14 miles on a 
beautifuJ spring branch which preceeds immediately from a snow capt 
[capped] mountain 1/2 mile to our right- This mountain is almost 
as high as the eye can see. The perpendicular ragged rocky 
appearance is novel picturesque and sullen. we travled about 10 
miles this evening, passing over a delightful road. we were 
endeavoring to reach a kanyon in sight for two or three days and 
which we supposed at first s.ight to be 12 miles. This we thought 
of reaching for noon but was disappointed- we were also deceived, 
for it was impossible to reach .it tonight we passed today a hot 
spring I have s:.nce seen several warm springs on the road, but 
th.is proved to be a hot one its water being hot enough to scald 
your hand We traveled 24 miles today and ... · r:: 0 ~ • 

fine gras& · . • ·; wj th ·' Ohio boys got \ "a_ .. •••• in tht"'! 
mountains. 

Friday 3rd 
~ ·_· - : . ·~.-r on .. !.,- -' . ·' ' morning The steam arising 
f ~·.)r; t :1•::: l~·, t .:pr.i r ~s is very perceptible. it resembles di:mse 
"' • LJ .... • 1 '" the great curiosj t.ies. The mouth of the 
kanyon appeared just ahead of us. Its ar.,pear ing so near in.dl1ced ~ 
to persevere in hopes to get there for noon, but alas, we were 
doomed to d.:sa~pointment- we traveled on until 3 o'clod~, 
fatigued and completely worn out, but the luring view that met our 
eyes on entering th.is l~anyon cor,:pensate<! for all the fatigue we 
encountered since we came in sigbt of .it. ~he pass js some 200 
yards wide, surrounded by Rocky ragged mountains the height of 
which may be guessed at from the following incident. Soon after 

U our arrival, Heaton proposed asscending the side of the mountain 
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to ! -;.- s 11~.: <;. in ! rA!' • :, _ •2 "; .if he cou.ld .. • discover the 
Sacramento Valley The idea i. <.,, • • • • ~ •· 25$ was propose,~ to 
be given if he would accomplish what he proposed Accordingly 
after dinner he started and in some 2 or 3 ~ours, with much 
difficulty, succeeded in gaining the po!nt started for. his si~e 
from this elevated rosit!on was that of a small child- he did not 
l1)ok to be more than one foot in hl~ht. The sid,~s of the mountain 
here and there stuck in the nock as also the valley .is found the 
most beautiful pine in the wor!d The trees are the largest of a.ny 
kind I ever saw They are straight and tall some of them! should 
think 120 feet high- we remained la.-: ~ · 1 ~: : . .; ··er::·· ·' ! u goccl 
u~a Travled 20 !:c today-

Saturday 4th 
Started this morning through ,i. • kanyon- Now our troubles 
commence You are at one time ascendi~g a perpendicular 
• • •r- t: ~ . : !c. , JnO!'l"'!. t you commence its decent which seems 
:~ - :~1c'!:~b! !f £~s i' :, than the ascent You are now 

, •·11~ •• a .teep e-P.11• 11d "h fiu·• I ing yn\ :.llOW y~ \-J!.'! 
'"c ~lmost t:1:- ,,,n Er- :• .~ ....... ., ' •: ·.! r-1 ,11!n:; ,,"l. c :t- .. :1 
r ·• b 1 t· f' • t : ~ f t l T • tr i ,rt ,t 1e · · ·c-:: ~d 
suffice to say '.:hr 1 "~.e w • • .... ' t '~-a·· •• , .. u~ 

About half way through the kanyon we met a party of Mormons 
returning from the gold diggins. There were a~ou..t 25 in number 
including men women and children- J saw 2 or 3 very pretty anc. 
intelligent girls, one in particular. She was exceed!~~:y pretty 
Meeting such a girl and in such a place produced feelings better 
imagine1! than described. we ~ad great difficulty in passing their 
train which consisted of 12 waggons. This gave me an opportunity 
of conversing with her a good deal and I must confess that I made 
quite a figure p.:!.ay:!.ng the gallant away here i:::l the mountains half 
dressed that is in shirts and pants- Shoes or ~at has not been 
f 1. ~ 1 

• ' 1p l :..,r r Y W I~':" h , ~ 1F I' - _Ph! • 
•? tl ·o .• t?"y 4-J e rt!'1'>?.' , :.'. ... € , ... y r 

., htWl C: "r 1 !..,l,t·!' i " 1•t h'!• l i1 1..: l"~l'ip'"pt-'"':y 

Sunday 5t} 

' :...:>:11:.:n .e:1 ur.1i ·: t-() my h•~-~· ............. -
·"tl• t •T- WF< ;-ii lPnJt~ o"tr_r 

' • ~ - .... : • • ~ t ~ • • : j • y ,r. 4: !'l r. 

·a~ -y !s •·ei·y J•r<J•h t.i• 1' 
. ~ ! . e I L ": - I ... ~e .-J.l" 

to halt and 
1 c: c~ travelling 

Started at 6 o ' clock this r·,' ; arrived at the foot I the 
m.,,1:1': in 10. here we encamped !;- _ .. · ... t'" t 1 ... ~ ox tra..in 

r~r. 1 \ :r. •a•· · ·• of our w y •r.•!"r · shod (r;-:c mules and et 
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f 
' clock were.~ dy to start The ascent ' very steep for 3/4 

,. .. P ( P'. 1eJ ln ~e· • 1,.~ .. w(, C"'f 'l ·r wa9g ,n:: !:.:· • hf-
n?' .• Lr. "'~ ·•Jr.::':!\•'• Tlt.>"' r.,,• •••• "i-,•1 ! ihe, : 1>y • 1·.•r-~d-g :.; ,,•:e-
•n "' .. c• ~agg,:.1 .. Tl! •n···l 1"?.1··" a-:"".c! -= 4 ~c.!" =t !:-
..::1:,ae .. ,le!. •c , :.:::-• , ... :' ,. ! •! we 1tt .. , 1ned t--l~e 
summit of the mountain with our second waggon, it was too late to 
l:ir 11 g t+l ~ th ... :- 1•; • .t! .• ~ • ·, • -= ~· we left '· We drove onr 
... 1 , • • we IT 1 ·t n ~ c , •t c" , :• , .. f:: • grass- The weather 'l'h-' 
1 :, ·: • ' cold, cola.-

Monday 6th 
Succeeded this rn r .. !. •. ;J in getting our : • waggon up by 10 o ' clock 
and was soon on the march. The road is Eiserable, mud, rock and 
h.!.lls we went until late :n the evening getting to Lake ,ralley a 
~istance of on!y 6 miles here we encamped on good grass. This 
js another recruiting place- At this place we met a Mr. Hastings, 
he who conducte~ a train out to CaJ.ifor.nia from Mo in 1843 Ife 
was expecting to meet his brother who however had taken the other 
road by Truckee river, as !1e learned from some pac!zer.s who came up 
before we left. Mr. Hastings is quite a gentleman in appearancP. 
and possesses a goodly share of information of almost any k:ind- by 
profession, a lawyer- great encouragement was given hy him
distance, 80 miles- The prospect of so speedy a termination o! 
our long toilsome and tedious journey, elatea us all and for once 
at least tT..: countenances of all in camp wore '! cheerful ~pe .r~:l..-e 

Tuesday 7th 
Hi tc:hed ·: aI.tl started this m'"lrtdng ..in time and b~t t-er 
spirits, ~?.::.!~!ny ~ ~--,. th·~ Saturday :! i !Jh•. The 
rea<- :- wh:· we .. ,. .e • 4 w ~. .. !. m.i l es in S · ~· H • w 
Hi::<e 1 •• t; e :::.o•:r. ta. i:1e, whe:-(• ~ "; wa:: •q •• '" .:.• • : '.' ·::" !,i •: n ,- ~:.r.-
-t. 1,np• j-C- ;r. ••!ncr n-:11 . :? (' .. '°' i 1~s :"Ip•• t1f ~· '""~.I"', Ir. .e t1. I 
:r,1''!.' .:::t. t~~!- mo:-nt~g w~- ve--:•; ...:! ep •, • • q~.-l--,J.·. , .. ' 

,., ·i ·l?.t:iP ';l:1 r.: ~r("m :t ",a,..,,,. t-ri :•s !'':mm! .. H '-', ~i~ E:"·!· ,, 
about 11 o'clock here we nooned we are now on the summit o! 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains our road now is down !°Ji.11 all t.!1e 
way. Not meaning however, t, s" ;~!". •s to ma'·..-. ~o-: 
indeed we since leaving our - ~, -' .. ···: : z :;! 
and steep arm, but that t~e · ~· greater ·h,~ ~. e ~asr~1 • 
we travled 10 miles• ~ J •• ~ in Rock Valley, found good 
grass 

Wednesday 8th 
~eft early this morning and travled ···-r ~r very high mountains. 
The road over which we travled today is elevated above the leve! u~ 
the side ~bout 8500 fee• . .c· r, t '. • mM·:-.' ~ ii r, ar• '( • , w:i • • •• 

"''= • ~2. 1 ... i ! ~l pine forest ,2:vf!•· :-•::er'. 7-p,-. r. • 3 to 18 feet 

"C :.:, .. , 



in diameter ·~, · ~ 150 to hundred feet high. travled to 
what we supposed was leak Spring, situ&ted 1/4 mile to the left of 
the road. here we found excellent water and plenty of leaks. 
These are • • '• -' ~ _;_ ·~_c onion. They are qu.ite 
• ·, • t"''? marl <: :!. ~ .in~ ,· i 1:.in~r ,, .:- .. l,1;( _ _ ' 1 8 

It was n • l E"f..: ~,...- .. •·rd .... 
•• ~ .. . . . 

' ' :, " - ; · e t f ~: .e ,. 
night at 

• 
.. 

~ t:'d.ay r.t "f -=--~i't" f: • ··c :.··r:nr\q . 
I !;_0 t,iel"' .l • r . 

1c' 
:1 :'b~y 'lo.'!: ~~ ,,!' .1- c:. ~ 1 '!l ~ ~__. .. 1 - - ... ~. r. ~:.!r. 
,· ri: ~ce 5t ! c: u,-. ...... ~. n . .... ..: pr !J r;;: l .= g =t" i ~ : 

t I.) CJ • \·t.., i· • :• ~ ! n P • .... ·:-_y we 
• ~il ~~e 

4. :=l , .., . . ~J • 

n~ _ t\ · r 
~-e f rc- ., : ~!1+ c- : fc, ·.•,.:. 

~- . _. - sometime 
...,._ ''r one ..::i ••• -

Thursday 9th 
}Ictvir1g i:o mc"'ke 25 mi.lee today witho\1t ,..,.. . 1 q11ite an early 
start. 10 miles ,_ •- ' "-~' ,..., ' •t~h us to Camp Greek a 
r JA i ,' 1 ~ ~ 1;.: 

1 I 1 - 1 _. 2 ~ ~ 

water filled our canteens and proceeded on our way rejoicing. The 
road today has been exceedingly fine hills excepted we 
discovered for the first today the root the Indians are so fond ' 
This ls a large root having a bt:.lb whos covering much resemblP.s a 
cookanut. it to me has a very offensive smell it is found here 
in abundance- I had .1 .ike 'to have forgotten an important i tern .in 
the proceedings of today- In bringing .in our mules t:-1:'..s morning ~ 
was before with our bedding- when about one mi.le from camp I 
discovered 2 fine deer, I immediately slipped of my mule d:!:'awed up 
my old Ganzer- pul.led away and bored one throug distance of 300 
yards- I borrcJwed a por;lr.et knife butchered him :;houldered him 1:.p, 
and proceeded to camp. ,..,, ' .;., t' "'· ~ "'• • m.:r 
company it was received 1 l t:!;; 110,1' }i r1 '! •-<":.~·1·t:- w~ Ma ! - a most 
delicious breakfast and ~:H"-fui- ·t _ t-r::red ... e :'••r.a : ~ ~(~!' .::.wu-· ~--
::: , ]1-:: "'-=-- ~ :•", , .. 1f J ':l1)"t •• 1 •k he:.·e \o,E · -: >•·a<l ~='"1t, e 
t h/Uf~~ ( ..• ~t:~ :.s. : :.~ ~ ; .. ,!1l'"l .. :t!:n I l18 .. e c _ . -r? -·. : ng - !::-1 ~ - l 

• ···~· :-~1"':r. -3 ..:: t >t .. : • ' ,. • e c.~ t r,:~E cl,!,y- We found 1•..1.,::; 1:w and a 
!t. ~r .::E- ~ left ' 1. a "•"~!:e: 11=-. ·=- : r."! l c· 

F:::-iday 10th 
Remained here today tt''!'\!~ 1 l.n_ and 1!-• l.r,g grnf: for our 
The valley in which .=. f JH:, J -= S::Z ! ~ Jll "U... .. • 1 '= in widtl: 

. ] 11 _'{.'lc' J1 f 1' r J. - }nzig i l i "' tJ.l£ ! ~ r"\I< :-c.d ~Ji t . • .! 11 

!.u ~ ~;,: .:c !. ~! •st.,; '? .;. r- e _ .. h ! 3t. 'iay un1·11!.J is ~.1 ... ri,: · ,,m ·1e;·,-
'1n~ I E'X I n, ~ i •,e, 1 ~y "!'La ' i ~ l ,ey ar~ c g?"t: l • ::·•mtiel' e?":JP 1 o . ~ ~ .: · 

• f,i;; g:r;.=s= y· · c. •,a-= :.;~t- fl2:."tss 5:c .. ~ , .. <_ .- d ~u .. -! .. you 
reach .._ ha ••r. : 10 ; of the ~, .. :·-= .ire:-tt(• f!.:.s1 ~"l~ F 7.8 nd li-s 
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,.. ..... ,. . .. 
_,c:, .. ,_ 11tr. 

1 up our grass • u~ .. • :t-r1 it away last •• J ~ were 
·,•. - ,..,_ !y :cf:a:-t -hif irlrn;.:~ '.c.e 

t~' ,.. ,/ •:- ,,101 .. i,, 
pii.1.e shade here we gave our 
yesterday took lunch ourselves 

' r . i 1 un 1 nn~r f· ' 

animals some of the 
and about two hours 

. ' ... 
• .:>ri. • --= 

... ..... . .. . . 
t .. C ,1• r: .. , ~. i r ~ \\ff: ... e . rn~ .. !•s: i•l!l::""'f.::.:-.. , large pine tree 

,- , ' • , .. )fr. • ' \... , '( ~ = .c ~ ,r 1_;•1.- f shing.les. 
'Se ,, • ~: t !<2 ·es i,:e:"~ '):f k'? J J' ' -· ,.:,1 ':i' as t!1ey ,ki staves. 

\t• 'i • ·• t 1~ party not having Th.i~ C i, (i" ,~-: ~- --... !rJ r i;l .• 
seen ar.y marks of civili:::ation for months- after an hour or twc ' s 
rest •,•o t l't(•cl ,galr ... ~ :1VPr , 

0

£, ·cr~ ... f1·~ rt• ,.,, ·-~.:--i· '""'t 
,.e.,.·z- = . ..... ·.1--::t..-'l•<'. r•!l 1 •• •• : :. l ·'· !.,.. th~ ~·rcn11g. ! ' 
~r:."''"'i. :_; , •• A:, f • f ·:.1- ., • l i wlt •r. - .."Jfc C-0\lPl'ed frmn ~ .. ,t·· ... !~t 
t!•t !"':i • iJ1J!~ , \or_ !.J":' ,, I!':~ !I"~ pr .! i.' e '- ' -" F"', ! L'-
;rr 1• C-~ '"Y •t.L_, !,;ht. a"t ::- a lm,cr t'E>eir-,·IC •-:, :-c?-. ~h-:> \!Cj • 1R1.1C1 

:UV ,j.:>s~ .. ti: •·er !:!.:ls :1:,d rno·rnta!ns t:r:- -=-=~·T" !•·{!· .. ! : ~' t 
_;CJ\,"!f'°'..' tr1t • rr·driu•·fr.g WE!""": ~(•Urr-0 ~ ·1"'1 ~!o.'l~-! ti ,r, +-,-

ol'lr lit le par· 'i we w_•Je:c -::1ur 1,a ·s ,u,~ J""" ~ i""->e he ·-+-y 
!"nr l,NtC'ff c~ t ,~ Jog C'""i_ ,i!.!. ':'! !s l&'i~ir • .: n~tr,• rl ,., 

~· 1-eam ~,,... ~ :.-. .. tr:• ·"r-:-' - ,... .... , ~. ,. ,., 1; :1!.-,, l":·•nnri"·~~ ,~'1 

Wl tl• : .. , • If 1 

~ -. <:: 
.... P .... • Three 
place ·, 1 i 6 houses. 
short time 

: ... ~w !'''~~Pl' ,.r: .111 -- ~· :,q, 1na • :y ::.di, :·u:; at 
:. • ............. _. ., ... :; ....... , .:c-,, :-:~r- . -,.•:pv~ .. "'~1:-,, 

t •P .. """ :~:·, ,, .... , e A ,~· ! r ~" ': .. f' --!:r. 
miles from Weaver's Creek we came to a smalJ 
This is cal l~d Hang Town from the !' c·" that a 



App t"e:. • , ": someone ! 1 ~"'==- ·: ....... ~ Dr. THornas in the middle of 3 

~rl~r:(""r• •• i_,~ . \""' w:-: 1 1..,3 
\.~--". t=! n .... !it? ?! .. y (j.Jc .... ht: 

~' -t • • , • • , a ,,,~ 
:.·~e !r o: tour. f J~ 

h,• djary, and unfortunately he never 
probable ending of his uncompleted 
robher.s were hanged from a large oak 
stealing geld dust from a mercl1ant. 

Three versions of how 1J[:.nG · c:wn re ... c-1 ••,. l ·... ..- mr - --~ .. v '% ' 

''!:'.istory of El Dorado t;c.. '.l t /, -; : · [, ·t :~ " ' ,,. --, : i::- • 

!o~.lows: 
Version 1 as quoted by Judge Gri~shaw of ~ay!or's Rane~: 
"JUlow me to give yat.1 the true version. !n the summer of 1848 
three ranchers resid.ing in what is now Sacramento County, 

+' 

,. t: 

W..:..11 iam Daylor, Jared Sheldon and Perry Mccoon, with a nu1~ber of 
Ind!ans in their emplny, wAre min!ng in Weber Creek at a pojnt of 
a~ou~ one hundred yards ~e!ow the crossing of the road leading from 
Diamond Springs to Placervjlle. One morning the vaquero, who had 
charge of t~e cavalda (tame horses) informed his employers that he 
had discovered some new dry diggings; exhibiting at the samP time 
some specimens of gold which he had picked up. 0::1e of t!1e white 
men went to the place, inc.U cated by t:he Indian, but fnunc! the 
diggings were not sufficiently better than those on the creek to 
justify them moving their camp. When prospectors came aJ.ong they 
were referred to the new locatiion, which u.p to January, 1849, went 
by the name of the "Old Dry ~iggings." 
"One night during that month, three men were in a saloon, tent ,)r 

hut at the Old Dry Diggings, engaged in a game of poker. In due 
time one of the party got 'broke.' The proprietor of the place was 
fast asleep. The one who had lost his money suggest'ed to !-:.:1 s 
companions that he had go!d dust on hand, and proposed that he 
should be robbed. The proprietor wa$ awoke, a pistol preser,ted to 
his head, and told to disclose the ,<l?erea~outs of his hi~ien 
... ~. c'iUrP. TL! l:r 'l 1 1 "~ r,i •, hrP"1'" 0 r P" 

~:.e s } 6')!. :-ceper , i ~!t ; r •, ! 1 e ,.l~' h ! l u z.bet~. t 
11 t t .. :r , an l resu:, a .. n~ 
11 :-:1,=. 11-:·t. day ·h·· sc.! n l;~ep.o:- r,, .-~='?~ 

·~. !'-~or, ,, \•• I t ?'' • 1t 1 .rr !!' 
.. !1 ~, Ir.~ll WP:·~ t· 

flogged, and the juegement 
diaracterized that !,ind of 
· .. .-r. r 1 r .... ~'l 4 :c .. ··r. 
: .. ! ! 11e 1 '€- J:- w!.! -;:·.?':·, "t?!. t 

\r-1 ' 'i ~-! .: !;; - , . ! :'1 l . • 

• E •c_ '-- :> '!: :,g I.•J>t:· P.. lliu. p 

1' /1 ~f·f• .. ~ .t; ,:. f 

: •.! ....;..~.:: ·..;1 oa!:. t :- _, : j. :i ~ 

t !.P '? I r"'::? iJ .:-·1 
crimes. 
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~ 

.. !c~,·~n .... ) 1 .i,g r,: ·:i. 
E.:.c;t- ,_.: 1 G El nr. ra .o 'S,i ":)1 

• ,f .. ~-, .-a"'-.- ''C'\T£. P;,:pi, • ,.r3 their 

"For many years the camp went by th~ name of Hangtown, to 
distinguish it from other d.::-y diggings 11 



V6-':-• r >t 2, e quoted by E . N c •., for long ·:1ea-::: ..,. r:::t ~:?~. cf 
El Doraeo County: 
"In 1848 and the early part of 1849, Placerville and surroundings 
were known as 'Old Dry Diggings.' At that time there were 
organized bar..ds of desperadoes, w1 .. ~. 
and with chiefs and lieutenants, w. 
"n!.::!.?.!J al'lpr- • .-n~tly : o:- r ·1. r'! . .. --, ~ • 
rev•: r·~CE r.-i t'~r-1 

• • .: d ~v: l •- · ! · we ,, 
1 ;.E ... 1 11th n J ·.~· J r11 F ~l ~ · ·' ,1 ;.. r 
t heir t'1ay l.u t he m!ri i :LJ 

1"'1 1 : ? .. 'f D!ggJr..; , .1m: ?! -t £·r .. '.! ~·. 
pc.i •• 1:1 !.o ; c a i11.. :-a· ju-"' -,\')W ~e .:!o:· · ~" • 

?l i ·le· ··~. l : 1:.701 J ~ :• • , n'" !,E.. was c ~ "-=C" ~c 1 '-:.· ... ~ r 

o ,: t·he •.u.-gan~..: ti, n- -1. • l 1:1 : r ··ir ... ir. tr- bi: !'Oh boc,,· . 
a ... 1 , rn:.3r- ~ ()~f P.1rnt•ri--:--.,r-, r.:-. ,~F:: : - ..... t • ... • 

- ci ie ~-:e:lt t:'Jl t ~.e tlOSt •!l : r:,l-- '-.s••l ,,.~ :e.~: ~t 1f ! : ... .., ,·~~ 
,:,: : - · !1,,-,• · ·- ; • "' : e- - r ""' ~- ·,~ itPt1 wl. 'f :r ~ ta owner ' aJF-" :-cwC'r " 

to resist; but the robbers were marked men from that moment. The 
Frenchman gave the alarm and the vigjlantes started in pursuiut of 
the robbers, who were captured, brought to trial. condf:!mned and 
executed, except one of the Frenchmen, who escaped after sentence 
had been pronounced. The execution took place under a wh.i te oal:: 
tree of gigantic size that stood on the south bank of Hangtown 
creek, now the northwest corner of Main and Coloma streets, on 
February 12th, 1849. George G. Blanchard's :,r.5.ck hui.lding covers 
the stump of the tree. W. T. Sayward, Esq., of San Francisco, who 
was Deputy Prefect for the Old Dry Diggjngs at ~he time, declared 
that murder was clearly proven against the culprits, as w ·, 
robbery. Their bodies were buried on the north side of the creek 
The Mountain Democrat's office was subsequently er.ected over their 
graves, ~n 1 

-, : -; • • • ,-J pnbl isheo there fo:r r :' than twenty :r:: r " 

Version 3 
"In the third .. , :r ··J •t. ": ,- ,,. ! _ ''-' °; of 'HangtowrJ, 1 by which 
Placerville was at one time only known, and which is no~ 
infrequently applied--had its origin in the hanging by a mob, in 
1849, of two Frenchmen and a Spaniard, to an o,~l~ tree at the 
northwest corner of Main and Culoma streets. The victims had een 
arrested for highway robbery on the Georgetown road. While being 
tr iec! by a j11ry of citizens for th.is offense, and whi .le :it was 
still doubtfu! what penalty would ~e inflicted on them, an officer 
from one of the lower counties arrived, in search r • : :E:-
p r- r p e ' rat.e"" • c :: hr ... ::·! ' >= r- 0 ! " '1•:!'!' .: :, · ~ ... ~.1· 1 ,::,n, .-·, · .. • ,m~f 
r 1=1cogn 1;:Nl .. wo ~ 1 ·~1 ·1 fc --;he murr e?' , 1c f ,, ·;:. $01g: • . :'' d:; 
at once settled their fate. Death was c.ecreec! and the .,en~"'?£~•:e 
carried out immediately the -. ~. c-, c: 1 ~ i:1 --~ n (. ~L 11• 'lier.~:,:.~ · 11 
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' More !:. ''\,:-iii· t-;:n. r. Dr . 7' :-- .- 1.t..JfH:arE: in the 1883 ":· ! •. ·: F 

E : :'Pr:.rlc, -- ._.,~tnt·:·, r r-1;fc,rr-.1 11 r, _ a; •;-- - , as follows: 
11 : :.e !i:-~' !f'J lu.!" G!:..-=: _e 1 L, ~' ,j e5 • .:.. 1 1 1~: wi "et·w~t..ll ... a-:-a!'ie:Hn 
r:."' .. c C:'.J1.-.-.n-... 1 '!"'· t:.. r:'1;...., ,.,. -- ,- 1.-. - ~ !' r.:..-. .-4.rrr~ · '""wr1 1·~·:- ; ~, .... u£ 
from Coloma to Georgetown, which was united, however, wi tl~ the 
former Jine soon after. Another linP. of stages owned and managed 
by Dr. Thomas and James Burch, established as the 'California Stage 
Company' i:1 1851, running from Georgetown by the- Wf,y of Pi.1ot Hi.l~ 
and Salmon Falls to Sacramento, with a branch line f r om Salmon 
Falls to Auburn. When the Sacramento Valley Railroad was finished 
"'r.> F~!,3_1n •::!~- "3.,.:.J-= · : ..... ~"t ' ~,-~e to with the railroad • 
~' ! - "l•.. '.c -, h~ to :-!.o . · ~ Orr . " 

Page 186 contains another qnote: 
''A saw -mill was erected near Greenwood Valley in 1851 by 
Wm. Harris in co-partnership with Stephen Tyler, C. Foster •, 
.John Gleason. The Penobsr.ott House, one of the oldest pnhl .1 c houses 
and stopping places in the township, owned by I. Myers, from 1851 
to 11854, sold to Page & Lovejoy, who also bought Doctor Thomas' 
line of stages from Georgetown to Sacramento by way of Pilot Hill 
and Salmon Falls. " 
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On p ~12 =- 13 [.~ 14 of ·: r- r,. ·_. IP!" 

Way Bill ,.. ,. . ' 
~ .. . 

'T .. . .. 

The Best Ro~te t0 the Gold Mines 

t • 

... _ •,, • ' i ·~ • ~prjngs whic!-1 · • c'!.:stant f - the~ . • Salt L~ke, 
27 218 miles down the Valley. 

Good Camping Places, none of • •• m '"P • 1 
••• 10 mj les apii?"l . 

Thence to a branch of Mary's River ... .. 8 
" through a !-":anyon, fine warm springs . . 
" crossii1g the brancl1 9 times ........ . . . 8 
" to Mnry's River (good camping all along} ..... 19 
" to Martin's Fork {good camping all along) ... . . . 60 
'' Over a hill through a canyon to where '.' -.J t %. 

II 

II 

II 

" 
II 

" ,. 

" ,, 

Thence 
II 

II 

" 
II 

" 
11 

strike Mary's River, good camping ... .. 20 
':'o a pass in the hill where you cross thfl river 
to good campi:1g o.l l e::!.ong . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . 72 
To the next crossing (good Camping) . . ... . ... 46 

divide without grass or water . . 
to a second or lower crossing on 

Mary's River (good campi~g) ........ . 
To the !ower crossing place er the river 

,- .:- C 

'!-, " ~,r.,,, . ·~: , · :-.:; • 
_.!.. ;: o ~ · .a=~ ' - -; ;,-· .387 

' -!1• "'1c.. +- iNc • er l.erc 1 !11 • , •p ... passes 
t:~1.:-o •:;!: e. · X:: •• • • : •• • • i, \ : r 1: here you may 
discover a new track on your left that Childs 
intended to make which may be nearer and a 
shorter ~istance without ( ? ) • 
i ,~· ~l.t ~ }' ! n,1~2 from the Hot Spri:1rs ) 
No grass and water ..... . . ... . 
To Truckee River, 1v • ca~pi~g. 
~he road forks at • · i' place .. . . ... .... ... . 

You wil.!. take the left h ~:.: 

.:4 

. . .... 14 

.. . 15 

.20 
• •••• 2 5 

. 404 

.... . . : r .... -:!•Ye>-: !_ r. -; :,.~ all along) • • • • • • I I 

~04 
.25 

: _f• -~cl ,·rr.; .,s a. b •?· . _;) 
··r.:- Ill t .. .. . 

'l .... 15 
f, 

Cross a hill to the river, good camping . .... 12 
7o ~ass Creek ~anyon, good camping every four ~ 1

: .42 
'!'l!rou_gl: Pass Creek r:anyor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Red Lake on the foot of the dividing ridge 
{ good camr;>ing nearby) . . . . . . . . .. . ... 11 
Lake Valley ( v 0 ~y good camping) •. . .•. ~ 



Thence 

II 

,, 
" 

II 

" 

··~: the highest r:.d~e to the Rock Valley. 
{, .,.. ... .. -
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r ,.._( t 1 • 
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by the way) 
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VQlley 
Then 

' gooc'! nav.igat •, 
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