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3! GEORGETOWN DRIBRECTORY.

‘T'aylar Bamucl, laborer, cast wide Main strect.
Tell William, butcher, west side Main street.
Thomas W. L., physeian, effice at Union Watel.
‘Town Iall, corner Chureli end Orleuns strects.
Turser Jured. phyrician and druggist, west side Main sfreet.

U

{Inion [futel, . . Jlardin proprictor, east side Main strect.
UhMelter Ilenry, clerk with TI, Kohn,

v
Viard Virginia, milliner, cast side Main strect.
T

Watsen E. II., ditch agent, El Dorado street.

Wader E.. teamater.

Wells, Fargo & Co., express oflice, west side Main street.
‘Wells Mrs. Harriet, dress maker, west side Church strect.
Weost Robert, saloon keeper, west side Main street.
‘White Joseph, saloon keoper, sast sido Church street.
Wible Rev. E. A., pastor M. E. Church.

Wﬂli&m J- Jrg m)‘er. *d E- & W-' Oﬁm mt ﬂide Hﬁin “-

Williams Jonah, barkeeper, Miners’ Hotel.

Williams J., clerk, with Jackesn & Bre.

WOODSIDE & Co., luniber denlers, east side Main street.
Woodside Milten, of W. & Co., cast side Main street.
Wrea Themes, surveyor. east side Church strect.

GEORGETOWN DIRECTORY. 145

GLASSYIAN & FORRESTER,
FIRE-PROGF BRICK RBUILDING, 30 AIX STREET,
GRHEODRGETOWN.
F..--.‘lm}mnlb awl Xeotail maxm 7 E—

Provisions, Groceries,

Eiguers, Flour, Gruin; Cigors, Crachery, Hardware,
Giaveyware, Stoves, ‘!‘iuwn. ond nil kinds of

PREODUCE.
% All orders promptly astended th.  Terms—CASII.

PLACERVILLE REPUBLICAN
Pook aul FPob Lrinting
FBTAZLIBRNIENT.

(OFFICE, IN BEBASTOPOL HALL.)

BOOK AND JOE PR
Neatly, cheaply and cxpeditionsly exeouted at the Office of

Ther Wacoitls %ﬁtz/é&w@,

PRACRBAVIERLLIE.,
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Dr. Mountain California State Library
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The hospital was fortunate in its choice of county physicians.
Doctors Harvey and Clark were followed in 1861 by Dr. I1.S5. Titus, former
State Senator from El Dorado County and author of important heslth legim-
lation which provided for the establishment of infirmaries for outpatient
care in all counties. (see illustration) His able assigtant, Dr., John
Cook, took over the management of the facility in 1862 and built the state-
wide reputation for excellent care continued by his successors. In 1880
the hospital was ably managed by Dr. H.W,A, Worthen who had been in
practice in Placerville since 1855. By 1898, when Dr. N.W. Mountain
headed it, the El Dorado County Hospital served as an emergency center
par excellence. (see illustration) In addition to a steadily increas-
ing rate of patients injured ip mining accidents due to the development
of deep mining, the hospital handled the seemingly chronic problem of
the treatment of teensge boys who wounded themselves while practicing

the quick draw.
— | e

From the 1880's to 1904, 152 of 1,001 patients were indigent. After
this date and until new facilities were built in 1946, this ratic changed
until charity patients were the bulk of admissions. Yet under the able
direction of Dr. A.A. McKinnon and others, the same high quality of care
and of concern, was maintained. The present hospital, built in 1946 and
appraised at $345,000, was modernized and & completely new building added
in 19565 at a cost of about s half million dollars. The surgical suite,
newest in western El Dorado County, the X-Ray rvom, and an outlay of over
5300,000 for new equipment, made this modern sixty-four bed facility a
natural to become a community hospital which could serve the total needs
of the area, which it has been since 1965. The facility was leased by
the Universal Medical Systems Corporation in Julv 1972 and the name was
changed to the Mother Lode Medical Center Hospital. The terms of the
lease are guite favorable ro the County and insure that large sums will
be paid for upkeep and new equipment.

o =T

Dr. Isaac Titus California State Library

In 1852 the Judge in the Court of Sessions ordered the sum of $300
to be drawn for Dr. William L. Thomas to pay for the needs of several
patients: “..!Sr so much of said sum will be sufficient to procure
the necessary...food...medicines which may be required to restore the
said parties to health...or burisl in case of their demise." This rou-
tine order took cognizance of the fact that death was an every day sccom-
paniment of the early pioneers during the gold rush.

The concern and care which was shown then was the beginning of a
proud tradition in the present Mother Lode Medical Center Hospital, The
physician of today no longer bears the terrible burden of the tragic and
unavoidable loss of such a large proportion of his patients. Modern medi-
eine has conguered or controlled a great many of the diseases which were
rampant then, but the care and concern of Forty-nine is still the hallmark

of the hospital.

k Haskins, C.W. The Argonauts. c. 18%90. p. 1ll6.
2 Court of Sessions Records, El Dorado Co. Vol. AA p. 59 e&nd fol.
also Vol. A various.

3 Sioli, Paolo. Historical Souvenir of El Dorade County, 1883. p. 144,

4 Groh, George. Doctor of the Froatier. quoted in American Heritage
Magazine, Vol. 14, No. 3. April 1963. p. 90.

Tz
BIOGRAPRICAL NOTES OF EARLY PTONEERS.

The following is an abstract of early admissions recorde of the
hospital. A comparison of these names with the early mining records
of the county reveals that the majority of names listed ave chose of
earlv miners. Many others listed were prominent among the early busi-
nessmen of the area, Muring the gold rush period, records were citen
scanty and biovrap..cal notes such as these have special value for
hWistorians and ce~ealocists. The death records of £1 Dorado County
were destroved “u ocovarticuse hurned in 1912 and the death notices
i-+1luded herein will prove to te usefzl dn brideing tne existing cap




TUESDAY, 24th.

Our road today has been over the samne sandy desert that it was
yesterday, nothing but sand and dust. If ever I was heartily sick
and tired of anything in life, it is of this almost insufferable
road. I have sometimes thought that all the gold in California
could not induce me to return by this route. All who think to make
- 1t a pleasure trip will find themselves sadly mistaken! It is one
of continual toil and labor. No man can possibly perform more -
‘actual labor in the States than each of us performs on this trip!
You are aroused at 3 o'clock in the morning. The first thing is to
turn loose your mules. Tugging, hauling, pulling at a stubborn
mule until you are almost worn out! Then a fire is to be made,
water to get, not infrequently a mile off, this evening a mile and:
three-fourths. After breakfast, which consists of hot bread, hot .
coffee and fat bacon, you commence harnessing. Then comes the tug.
of war, pulllng, ‘hauling, driving, a&nyway to get your mules to your
wagon. I sometimes think the most patient minister would become .
angry and vexed, even swear a little, sometimes at least think, if-
not speak, the oath. If I am ever again asked what will try a- :
man's patience, I will answer, "A little stud mule."” They are the
most vexatious things I have ever in my whole met with.

Toil, toil, from morning to night, and then standing sentlnel
half the night is the emigrant's daily routine. It is enough to
kill anyone, but thanks to good foriune and hard work, our journey
is now almost complete. 250 miles farther will bring us to the .
Golden Banks of the Sacramento, and then if ever a poor, tlred,.
worn-down sinner took sweet rest, it will be myself!: :

We traveled today until 2 o'clock, making about 18 miles. We 1eftr
our wagons at the road and drove our mules one and 3/4 miles to
the river, where amongst some willows, we found the best grass we
have seen for some six or eight days. Here we thought to remain =
two hours and proceed to the Sink, some six or eight miles further
“on, but finding the grass so much better than we ant1c1pated
“thought it most prudent to remain here until tomorrow, as we would
be necessarily compelled to recruit our mules a little before
‘entering the 46-mile desert, which we do immediately after. passing
the Sink. From packers, we learn that the grest or rush of
emigration is one hundred and fifty (150) miles in our rear; ‘
therefore, there is no absolute necessity for us to be in such a
hurry. o -



The Thomas Tlzary is a brown leather covered "Day Book" and the

cover 1a spproximately B 1/4 fnches bWy 12 172 inches.
The flrst twr ages, not numbered are mostly covered with penc!led

i:' a
numbers and lists,
Three iteme are written in ink:

1. Johnsons Liverpool
No. 3422 ful! 7, Leaver

2. John F. Long

Shellyville, ¥Yentuci:
2. How golemn it is to think of by gone days and rompany then
to the present time. Z. McCarty

Page 3 ,nct numbered, contains more penciled 'ic

: |

Page 4, nct numbered, contains this line written in ink rossed

out: Marcelline I11. July 20, 1848,

Than 1t con s = list of meals charged Juring March

ta
and April, 185
Page £, not nunbered, noililing

pages have been either %een partially or completely

Then severszl

cut out Those portions that remaln are written in iank and list
patiants and services performed for them by Dr. Thomas as a
shysician, The dates run from July, 1848 *to Novenmber 1842.

The first complete numbered page is # 12. That page and also #14
contain the "Way Pill of Distances and camping places etec." {This
Yist s In the back of your cepy of the ﬂaary From the *top of

page :3 to and Including page 23, are entries in ink of patients
served and services parlormed., These date runs frow Oct. 48 tin

Pages 15 and 1¢ are missing

Pages 17, 12, 1%, 20, 21, 22, =nd 23, numbered pages, contain,
beneath the ink written notations, pencil notations of natients
serviced between Nov. 1842 and Febh. 1850

Pages 24 and 2%, not numbered,

patients serviced hetween Dec.

, hot numbered, le nunb=red psgs 1, and

The r g :
The first entry Iz Adated Sunday,

P Al
the dis
May 20




The last dlsry entry 19 on nefibered page 61. the date Is Saturday
Buguset 11, 1843, T“b sctual dizry uses aboul one faurth of the
entire hook. The following names are lilsted zfier +the dtary
Droper:

Rorert B. Folger April 11

Johr Bas-= Anril ist 1850

Contr... April ist 1850

William =prings Aprlil 1st 1858¢

A. ¥, Hogins April &% 1880

Thomas Murray 10 date
The middle section of the book 1+ nll Blank pages 10 pages from
the back cover, written in ink, is:

Marcelline, ¥ov. 8th 1848
Prescriptions and recipes
This is followed by =ome medical formulas.

The following 5 pages contain pencil notstion of amounts listed
under Wm., Thomas, W. W. Woodworth, E. ¥. Yaover and Jno Daniel
These notations are dated from Sept. 18497 to Tan. 1250

At the bottom ¢f the 4th page from the back is written in ink:
Money in my possession belonging to Heaton - 228,50

On the 2nd page from the hack, written inm ink,is the following:
Capt, William Miller
Late of the Poundary Survey

On the last page of the bool, written in ink is *-ic:

William Marshzll - India Ruler quilt and pan

The brown leather cover of the diary is worn on *he corners and
edges, but generally iIs in good shape. The pages in the last half
of the bock are water spotted, but this damag= doze not ex*and ¢o

‘he diary entries



DIARY OF DR. WILLIAM THOMAS
1849

SUNDAY, MAY 20th.

Left our encampment on the Platte River some 60 miles above Fort
Kearney about daylight this morning. In consequence of the
scarcity of grass and fuel, drove 5 miles and stopped to graze our
mules and get breakfast. The country through which we traveled
presents no variation of scenery whatever--the river on our right,
the bluff, or rather a sandy ridge, on our left before us as well
as behind. The only thing the eye can detect is one continuous
plane, occasionally dotted by emigrants wagons and cattle, of which
there is an immense number. I have not kept an accurate account of
the numbers we passed since crossing the Mo. River but should Judge
about 500. The emigrant in crossing the planes, will experience
many difficulties and troubles. Scarcity of fuel, want of grass,
bad water,and heavy roads are some of the privations he must expect
to suffer, say nothing about guarding his animals, want of sleep,
etc. The weather today is pleasant, though rather cool:; in fact,
for the last week we were obliged to wear our overcoats and gloves.
It has rained almost every day and night for ten days, making the
roads scarcely passable. I think from today's appearance, however,
we will have some fine and settled weather. For 36 hours there has
been a strong east wind blowing, not our common breezes but what
would be called in our country, a regular built hurricane. But we
are secure from harm as there is not a tree probably within 20
miles of us. After breakfast we left our encampment and traveled
over the same beautiful, though monotonous valley-the never ending
Platte. The roads improve a great deal. We encamped for the night
about 3 o'clock near the river. From an island we obtained
sufficient wood for culinary purposes. This is the first wood we
have had for ten days during which time our cooking has been done
with weeds and buffalec chips. Today we discovered a number of
cattle about 3 miles to our left , which we took for buffalo. some
of our boys gallopped off in pursuit but returned much crestfallen.
Our company consists of eleven teams, 6 mules each, and forty-two
men, New Yorkers and Kentuckians, mostly Kentuckians, first-rate
fellows as you ever saw. Our Captain, Mr. Bayse, a Kentuckian, is
much of a gentleman, and well gqualified to conduct a company to
California. We joined his company at Fort Childs that was, but now
Fort Kearney. We form what is called a "corral" when we encamp,
which is done in such a manner that our wagons form an oblong
circle, thus,[ ? ] inside of which we picket our mules to protect
them from the Indians.

We, at dark, post our guard consisting of 4 men who are relieved in
two hours, and four others called out who stand also two hours and
soc on through the night, making four guards and sixteen men.
Consequently, each of us come on once in 3 nights, or, in other
words, every third night. Traveled today 15 miles.



SATURDAY, 23rd.

Remained in camp yesterday mending, or rather altering harness, our
mules resting. At 5 o'clock this morning we started. Traveled
over some exceedingly high mountains. PFound plenty of water and
not infrequently could see snow on every side of us, above and
below us, though the weather is tolerably pPleasant. We passed a
spring today, the coldest water I ever saw. Saw a most beautiful
grove of pine trees. Nooned after traveling 10 miles, on a high
mountain. Here Sheapherd stopped also. We traveled after dinner
some 12 miles and encamped on a small ravine on good grass. Soon
after stopping, a band of Snake Indians came up also and stopped
near us. They are an inoffensive, harmless race of beings.
Sheapherd went on. Some four or five of our company were reported
on the sick list this morning, two of them very sick.
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WEDNESDAY, 11th.

Started early this morning; made good travel, and encamped for noon
at the head of the Hot Springs Valley. Here, the packers who
camped with us last night came up. Their sick man being unable to
travel, they left him 5 miles beyond ocur camp, calculating to make
an early stop and wait for him to come up in the cocol of the
evening, but, overtaking us, made arrangements for us to have him,
he giving us the use of 3 good mules. We waited until one of the
men went back and brought him up. He is very sick (disease,
mountain fever). We traveled 8 miles this evening over a ridge to
a branch of Mary's River [Humboldt River]. Here we found some 20
or 30 wagons, mostly ox teams and some 20 packers. This is a good
place to camp, good water and grass. OQur travel today was about 23
miles, weather pleasant, dust intolerable.
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SATURDAY, 14th.

Stewart is somewhat better this morning. We got an early start and
traveled along briskly until noon. Not finding good grass, we
traveled until 2 o'clock before stopping We remained in camp until
near 5 and proceeded down the river some 10 miles to where the road
leaves the river and passes over a mountain; here we found
excellent grass. The entire bottom along this river appears to be
composed of a[n] ashy dirt, mules miring down in many places in the
dry dirt. In wet time it is impassable. The water in this river
is very warm; the days hot and nights exceedingly cool. Traveled
today about 24 miles. A great many ox teams camped here also.
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SATURDAY, 28th,

Enjoyed a night of good repose, though I was one of the guards. We
all slept late this morning, not intending to travel today. Some
hundred persons, I presume, arrived here today, the most woebegone
looking people you ever saw, almost famished. There is here a
continual bustle and stir, men coming in, others taking water out
to their suffering companions. No one can tell the distress and
suffering on this desert. We proceeded up the river (Carson's R.)
about four or five miles, late this evening, in order to look out a
more convenient and pleasant camping place that we found after a
short drive, a pretty level bottom, a lovely grove of cottonwood
trees affording us a most delightful shade. 1In this bottom, there
are, I presume, 100 men resting themselves and recruiting their
animals. Indians, I have seen none here, though there have been
several animals killed by them. These Indians (the Root Diggers)
are a cowardly race and will do you no possible injury unless they
can do it sneakingly, and one man can keep 50 of them at bay. They
are a most distressed nation, living almost alone upon roots. If
they can, unperceived, slip up and shoot an arrow into an ox or
mule so as to disable it so much that it will be left, they will do
it in order to get the carcass for food. We have watched our mules
closely, and so long as we do it, there is no danger, but as
certain as we become negligent, we are sure to lose our animals.
The weather is warm.
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MONDAY, 6th.

Succeeded this morning in getting our last wagon up by 10 o'clock
and was soon on the march. The road is miserable, much rock and
hills. We were until late in the evening getting to Lake Valley, a
distance of only six miles. Here we encamped on good grass. This
is another recruiting place. At this place, we met a Mr. Hastings,
he who conducted a train out to California from Missouri in 1843.
He was expecting to meet his brother who, however, had taken the
other road by the Truckee River, as he learned from some packers
who came up before we left. Mr. Hastings is guite a gentleman in
appearance and possesses a goodly share of information of almost
any kind, by profession, a lawyer. Great encouragement was given
by him, distance, 80 miles. The prospect of so speedy a
termination of our long, toilsome and tedious Journey elated us
all, and for once at least, the countenances of all in camp--now a
cheerful appearance!
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THURSDAY, 9th.

Having to make 25 miles today without grass, we made guite an early
start. Ten miles over a rough road brought us to Camp Creek. Here
we gave our mules water, filled our canteens, and proceeded on our
way, rejoicing. The road today has been exceedingly fine, hills
excepted. We discovered for the first [time] today the root the
Indians are so fond of. This is a large root having a bulb whose
covering much resembles a coconut. It, to me, has a very offensive
smell. It is found here in abundance. I had like to have
forgotten an important item in the proceedings of today. In
bringing in our mules this morning, I was before with our bedding
when about 1 mile from camp I discovered 2 fine deer. I
immediately slipped of my mule, drawed up my cld Ganzer, pulled
away, and bored one through a distance of 300 yards. I borrowed a
pocket knife, butchered him, shouldered him up, and proceeded to
camp. This being the first deer killed by our company, 1t was
received with a shout of pleasure. We made a most delicious
breakfast and carefully stored the remainder away for another
feast. We got into camp about dark. Here we found some 20

wagons. This is another place for recruiting and almost everyone
stops here at least one day. We found grass 2 1/2 miles to our
left in a valley—--water about 1 mile.



198 THE DIARIES OF 1849

« Swain, William [110] Diary, April 11-October 31, 1849, Begins on departure
from Youngstown, New York. Swain traveled with the _ “¥hlverine
Rangers,” of which Pratt, g.e., was a member, The original MS. is in the
Yale University Library, with 30 letters weitten en route to and in Cali-
fornia until his return via Panama, April 11, 1849-Jauvary 31, 1851
The Swain papers are being edited for publication by ]. 8. Holliday.

Swan, Chauncey [109] Letters, June 1, 1849-July 27, 1851, Swan was from
Iowa City, lowa, a member of the “Sacramento Mining Company.” Iis
fetters en route are dated from Councii Bluffs, June 1; Pacific Springs,
July 27; Utah Lake, September 2, 18495 and San Francizeo, April 25,
1850; he took the southern road from Salt Lake, Original MS8S, in State
Historical Society of Towa; cdited by Mildred Throne in Focea Journid of
History, vol, 47, Jauary, 1049, pp. 63-77. A member of Swan's company
was Jacoh Y, Stover, whose remintscences were edited by John W. Caunghey
in Pacific Fistorical Reciere, vol. 6, June, 1917, PP Li3-181; rcprintcd
o part in LeRov Rooand Ann W Tafen, eds, Jorrnads nf Furty-Niueri,
$alt Lake to Los Augeles (Glendale, 1954), pp. 273-201.

I e eem D [agd Diaryy Muy 20 Jute 230 1849, Begins some 60 miles
west of Fort Kearny; breaks off on Fontenelle Creek, west of Green River.
The NS, transeript in the Bancroft Library (C-B 383: 1) was made at
Coloma about 1934 by George Johnson, from the original which after
ward disappeared. Apparently Johnson copied the whole journal, but
only this portion remains in his papers. According to Johnson’s note, the
journal was that of a Dr. Taylor or Thomas (hence perhaps that of the
Dr. William L, Thomas, of Auguosta, Kentucky, mentioped in Pritchard’s
journal). Johnson also noted: “It is written in the same book in which he
kept his medical accounts. Some of them written in ink, dated 1848 and
carly 1849 in Marcelline, 1linois, Others fate 1840 & 1850 written in
pencil in Californiz. His Journal breaks off abruptly on his arrival 2t
Hangtown.”

‘Vappan, Henry [40] Piary, April 27-September 3, 1849, Begins on arrival at
8t. Juseph from Jerseyville, Tinots, Tappan was one of the same company
as Bowman, Hackaey, Kirkpatrick, and Page, g.e. Edited by Fverett Wal-
ters and George B, Strother in Aunals of Wyoming, vol, 25, July, 1953
pp. 113-139.

Tate, James {61] Diary, April 5-October 7, 1849. Begins on departure from
St. Louis. Typed transcript in Missouri Tfistorical Society; photocopy in
Bancroft Library.

{ Taylor, Dr.? See under T~ ~ = — = , D




DIARY OF DR. WILLIAM THOMAS
1849

Sunday May 20th

Left our encampment on the Platte river some 60 miles above Fort
Kearney about daylight this morning in consequence of the
scarcity of Grass and fuel, drove § miles and stoped to graze our
mules and get breakfast. The country through which we traveled
presents no variation of scenery whatever. The river on our right
the bluff or rather a sandy ridge on our lefft before us as well as
behind The only thing the eye can detect is one continuous plane,
occasionally dotted by emigrants wagons and cattle - of which
there is an immense number I have not kept an accurate account of
the numbers we passed since crossing the Mo. River but should judge
about 500 - The emmigrant in crossing the planes will experience
many difficulties and trouble Scarcity of fuel want of grass bad
water and heavy roads are some of the privations he must expect to
suffer, say nothing about guarding his animals, want of sleep

etc. The weather today is pleasant, though rather cool in fact for
the last week we were obliged to wear our overcoats and gloves. It
has rained almost every day and night for ten days, making the
roads scarcely passible. I think from today's appearance however
we will have some fine and settled weather for 36 hours there has
been a strong east wind blowing not our common brizes but what
would be called in our country, a regular built hurricane. but we
are secure from harm as there is not a tree probably within 20

miles of us - After breakfast we left our encampment & traveled
over the same beautiful, though monotonous valley - The never
ending Platte - The roads improve a great deal. We encamped for

the night about 3 o'clock P.M. near the River from an island we
obtained sufficient wood for culinary purposes. This is the first
wood we have had for ten days - during which time our cooking has
been done with weeds and Buffaloe chips - Today we discovered a
number of cattle about 3 miles to our left , which we took for
Buffaloe some of our boys galloped off in pursuit but returned
much crestfallen Our company consists of eleven teams 6 mules
each, and forty two men, New Yorkers & Kentuckians. Mostly
Kentuckians first rate fellows as ever you saw. Our Captain, Mr.
Bayse a Kyn is much of a gentleman and well gqualified to conduct a
company to California. We joined his Co at Fort Childs that was,
but now Fort Kearney We form what is called a "carral®” when we
camp which is done in such a manner that our wagons form an oblong
circle thus inside of which we picket our mules at night to
protect them from the Indians.



we, at dark, post our guard consisting of 4 men who are relieved in
two hours and four others called out who stand also two hours and
so on through the night. Making four guards and sixteen men-
consequently, each of us come on once in three nights or in other
words every third night~ Traveled today 15 miles

Monday 21st

Nothing during the past night occurred to disturb the guiet of our
little camp except the arrival of some hunters who belonged to an
ox train in advance of us. They had been detailed as a hunting
party and had wandered in pursuit of game too far out in the bluffs
to return before nightfall Their arrival produced guite an effect
upen our mules causing them to jump & snort as though a wild animal
were in their midst. The first I was out and succeeded soon with
the assistance of several others to guiet them. It is truely
astonishing to see the effect a stranger has upon our animals when

picketed in camp- We left our encampment at six o'clock and
traveled over the same monotonous country that we have been in for
10 days found no water until 12 o'clock when, by driving some

three miles off the road,we came to a beautiful little stream and
stoped for noon. Having been closely confined to the train I have
not until today today had an opportunity of exploring the high
saged and peaked bluff along which we have been travelling for some
four hundred miles which from the road presents the appearance of a
dry, sandy ridge, but on examination will be found to be as far as
the eye can discover, a continued succession of mountains and
peaks. raged and uneven in appearance The student of nature
will here find sufficient food for his imagination, no matter how
fruitful it may be. I saw some of the granist and most beautiful
specimens of cedar, I ever beheld from one of the highest peaks I
attained a most delightful view of the platte valley. I could see
both sides of the river as far as the eye could reach- I ascended
on horseback a feat which none of my companions dare venture not
even on foot I reached its very summit an elevation of about
three hundred feet, from which the train looked about half its
actual size- we traveled 25 miles today and encamped by a small
ravine in the prairie entirely destitute of timber not a tree or
even a shrub to be seen, grass short.

Tuesday 22n

Left our encampment at 7 o'clock this morning after spending a very
pleasant night. The weather today is warm and fine. The grass
good. One of our company shot a large grey wolf this morning- I
saw today for the first time a herd of Buffalces but none of us
succeeded in killing one. Antelope is very abundant but wild

Some of our company is continually on the hunt but they are so wild
it is almost impossible to kill one- We stopped for noon in a
very pretty place near the bluff, found good grass and excellent
water a luxury I have seldom met with on this trip.



Two of our company left us this morning for the purpose of hunting,
[Heaton and Hite] We saw nothing of them until 2 o'clock- I
was preparing to start when I discovered two men walking towards
our canmp which proved to be as I anticipated, our morning hunters.
They were worn out with fatigue- I remarked to Woocdworth when I
saw them that they had lost their horses, more than anything else
to see what an effect it would have on him, not thinking for a
moment I was speaking truth but the fact was confirmed as soon as I
attained a good view of their countenances, I never saw such
woebegone looking men in my life. Their horses had geotten away

from them They followed as long as they could ses them but
failed to overtake them- One of the horses belonged to our mess
and had on the saddle a splendid pair of holster pistols- We

borrowed two horses and started them back in pursuit with
directions not to return until they had found them. What success

will attend them, I know not- We traveled 15 miles and encamped.
good grass, platte water. About three miles before we stoped some
of our company discovered two buffaloes. And immediately set off

in pursuit, but unfortunately a company was in ahead of them. They
killed both- They were kind enough however to divide with us and
for supper I had my first feast on buffaloe beef-it was excellent
We passed today a village of prairie dogs Small animals about the
size of a fox squirrel who congregate in Large numbers burrow in
the ground. There is always a sentinel who gives timely notice of
the approach of enemies by a shrill bark when the whole village
betake themselves to their homes as fast possible- The evening
has been excessively warm. The appearance of a thunderstorm
portends

Wednesday 23.

It has rained all night and is now immoderately cold- Our horse
hunters have not returned- Left our camp rather late this morning
and traveled some 8 miles for noon-— We passed a deserted Indian
encampment about three miles from where we "nooned" as it is called
by emigrants I suppose there must have been 300- Left our noon
camp at 1 o'clock 1 hour sconer than usual in order to keep in
advance of a larger ox train that was just behind us- We
traveled some 22 miles today and encamped on an open prarie about 2
miles from the river-— Not the smallest shrub or tree

perceivable Our horse hunters have returned with our horses,
which surprised me very much as I never expected to see them again

Thursday 24"

Cold and rainy this morning. it has rained slowly all night. Some
of our company was in favor of remaining here until the rain
subsided. Others were so eager to cross the Platte (7x miles from

this) that despite the cold and rain they moved on 14 in 2, which
left us 28*- it continues to rain and is still very cold. I am

* The following note was written on the margin of page 5 of the
original diary and refers to the 7x in parentheseis above.

Note ® - When we encamped here, it was supposed to be only 7 miles
to the river, but upon travelling it, it was found to be 20.



quite uncomfortable with heavy winter clothes on- The amusements
of the camp to one not accustomed to traveling wood seem dry and
monotonous but not so with the emigrants _Many enjoyments does he
experience which would be entirely new to his friend at home-

Some strolling from tent to tent and passing a friendly greeting to
all he meets. Others lounging upon their buffaloe robes silently
listening to someone who prides himself upon his power of relating
anecdotes others employed in mending harness or repairing wagons-—
A day spent in camp is not only a day of rest and relaxation but
one in which many little things can be done that otherwise would

not be done We carried wood 3 miles today. it was obtained from
a small Island in the Platte river, and consisted of small willow
switches Not one larger than your finger They make guite a

good fire-and by putting our stove in the tent we can live
tolerably comfortably although it be cold-

Friday 25th
Cold as greenland. Thermometer stands at 2 degrees below the
freezing point. The weather is clear though cold, and blowing a

perfect Hurricane. I have not seen a tree for some four weeks
The roads are exceedingly bad in consequence of the wet weather
Traveled some 16 miles for noon. an Indian came to our camp who

created guite a sensation among the majority of our boys, as they
had never seen such a sight before. Stoped about 2 hours and
proceeded to the crossing of the Platte River,* which is some half
mile wide at this point. it is wide but shallow~ fordable- we
encamped on the east side of the river in company with about 30
wagons. here we met the Siox or Sue Indians a large tribe. They
are a fine looking race of Indians and very friendly They boast
of having been always friendly to the pale face and that none of
their race ever killed one. We saw a fine herd of buffalo today
but did not succeed in killing any. We traveled 20 miles today~

Saturday 26"
Was aroused from my slumbers this morning by the judge calling out

that all our bridles were stolen I jumped up and found more
truth than poetry in the assertion Two of our bridles were
actually gone Stolen by the Indians Yesterday evening They

were permitted to come into our camp. They are a treacherous race
and will pilfer anything they can lay their hands on. When we
posted our guard last night, we expelled them from camp. They left
reluctantly. They had many little trinkets to trade but would
dispose of none for anything but whiskey we did not give them
any. I succeeded however, just before they left in trading with an
old one for a fancy saddle - and some of our men got a few pairs
of mockasons- They** flocked into our camp this morning like

*[margin note] Arrival at the South Platte
**[margin note] The Sioux Indians



blackbirds in a cornfield, but as several articles were missing
from the different wagons they met with rather a cold reception. I
informed their Interpreter that they had been pilfering and unless
the articles were restored we would resort to their village and
foreibly take them he jabbered a few moments to them, when one of
them mounted his pony and proceeded to inform the chief of their

conduct. he caused the articles to be restored without delay- to
give some 1ldea of their great love for whiskey I have only to say
that one of our company got a very fine pony for one gallon. We

attached 8 mules to each wagon for the purpose of fording the river
whos bottom is composed of guicksand.* Several teams had great
difficulty in getting over. Sometimes all their mules would be
myred down in water 2 1/2 feet deep at once- We all got over at
length and resumed our monotonous journey. Monotonous indeed The
scenery has not changed for two weeks I do not know how I should
feel if I were transported from this boundless plane to some

beautiful grove The sight of a tree would be a great curiosity
We traveled about 12 miles and encamped on a small ravine or rather
low place in the prairie found good grass we are now in sight of

the North Fork of the Platte

Sunday 27"

Left our encampment early this morning soon came to the famous,
renowned, camping ground Ash hollow a place where almost every
emigrant rests a day or two. it is guite a romantic place, a deep
and winding hollow surrounded by high cliffs or mountains, which
stand cut in bold relief. seeming to defy all human power and
fearless of both wind or tide- This is a lovely place,
particularly to one who has been for some time travelling over the
same dull, tiresome prairie- Here we find the Gooseberry,
Currant, and cherry, together with almost every variety of wild
flower, along the stony cliffs. dotted here and there a beautiful
cedar tree is observed as if clinging to the bear rock for support,
reminding one of joyous days spent at home or of some favorite spot
in our boyish rambles, where for hours together we have reposed
under the shade of that verdant bush- We are now encamped on the
river bottom [the North Fork of the Platte] [seven wagons] We
passed a number of wagons this morning, all shugly encamped,
grazing and resting their animals We as soon as we found good
grass followed their illustrious example- traveling only about 8
miles- then commenced such another overhauling and scattering of
baggage as I never before saw and as you would hardly believe
almost every emigrant started with over loads and finding their
teams going out, are necessarily compelled to throw away part of
thelr loading- Bacon, salt, Iron nails, boxes barrels and I

have even seen waggon bodys trimmed off- ** Every pound that can
possibly be done without is cast off. I have no doubt that

* [margin note] Crossing the river
e " Destruction of property



thousands of dollars worth of property will be disposed of in this
manner on the route, Clothes, Tobacco, Trunks and everything

possible to be done without- fortunately we had little to throw
away as our load consisted of only 1500 pounds Most wagons
started with over 2000 lbs OQur team has recruited whilst

almost every other has fallen off I had like to have forgotten to
mention that the name of the hollow originated from the fact that
there is a grove of ash trees They are low, the bodies not more
than 15 feet high from 18 inches to 3 feet in diameter. The top is
heavy and bushy- The sight of these trees and the high
surrounding cliffs reminded of home I was

anxious to remain here today but our Captain thought it most
prudent to get to the R. bottom

Monday 28th.

Left our camp this morning at 15 minutes before 6 o'clock and
traveled over a sandy bottom for some 9 miles. The sand in most
places 10 inches in depth. Through this sandy plane the waggon
runs very heavy. We found grass in abundance and encamped on a
beautiful piece of buffaloe grass at 11 o'clock - remained two
hours and then started The roads continue more or less sandy We
found good grass and encamped on the bank of the River, having
traveled 22 miles-

Tuesday 29

We were upon the road this morning a little before 6 o'clock.
Traveled along smoothly through some very bad roads, heavy sand,
and not infrequently would cross a low place in the prairie which
we found to be very soft and mudy- Through some of these swamps
it was with great difficulty we passed- Stoped for noon on the
bank of the river, good grass a large mule train before and alsc
one behind us. resumed our journey at 1 o'clock, found the roads
greatly improved This afternoon about 2 o'clock, I discovered
there was something a little to the right of the rocad which
attracted universal attention I hastened up to discover if
possible what the great curiosity could be*, when low and behold
there, gushing from beneath a slight elevation was a stream of as
clear. as pure, as cold, water as I ever saw. I had been walking
for several miles and the evening was warm and pleasant,
consegquently it was to me the greatest treat that could possibly
have been found- I took a hearty pull again and again, was loathe
to leave it, but the waggons were leaving me, and I was forced to
leave the greatest prize that I had seen since I left the States-
Soon after leaving the spring, we came in sight of the Courthouse
or Church Rock- This is a rock of immense size presenting from
the road the appearance of an immense house, some three hundred
feet high by one hundred square. ** At about one hundred feet

* [margin note] The greatest pleasure we found on the road.
* % . Courthouse Rock



above its base there is an offset in the wall, as though it had
been drawn in to make it smaller- Some halfway from that to its
summit there is yet another effect giving it a grand and imposing
appearance much resembling a church or courthouse- hence its name-
I had not an opportunity of visiting it but was informed by one of
our company who examined it that it was situated on a sandy plane,
he did not discover the smallest stone within two or three miles.
it appears to be a composition or cement of gravel & dirt. We
encamped about 7 miles from it though it appeared to be not more
than one and 1/2 miles, owing perhaps to the blueness and purity of
the atmosphere- Soon after we let our mules loose to graze a dark
cloud arose which was succeeded by a heavy storm. We were
compelled to hold our waggon top to prevent its blowing off. One
of cur mules was swept, as it were, by the wind some 15 miles. He
got seperated from his company and owing to the severity of the
wind would not reurn to camp. I missed him soon after he was gone
and started immediately in pursuit. Traveled on foot several miles
over the bluffs and through the rain until 10 o'clock, when T
despaired of getting him that night returned to camp wet, cold
and hungry=- at daylight started again in pursuit of him*

Wednesday 30th.

Started daylight this morning in pursuit of our lost mule., It is
very cold and continues to rain I traveled some 40 miles today
through the bluffs, but could not even get on the mule's trail. I
returned to camp expecting he was lost but to my surprise, he was
there Heaton had found him 10 miles from camp- Owing to the
rain our train did not move today- Several waggons passed us
whilst we were laying up- though a large majority followed our
example.**

Thursday 31st.

Left our encampment at an early hour this morning in order to pass
a heavy ox train that was one mile above us. Yesterday being a
rainy day and most trains laying by having nothing else to do, a
general destruction and devastation appeared to take place in
almost every train I thought I had before seen destruction of
property but this morning beat anything I had ever seen to
attempt an enumeration of what was thrown away would be useless, as
it could not be done,*** Trunks Clothes Matches Quills, Beef,
Bacon, Rice, Augers, hand saws, planes, shoes, hats, thread,
spools, boss, soap, mowing syths, etc. These are a few of the
items I saw this morning. They were thrown out yesterday by one
train in order to make their loads lighter. The day before was
left a splendid set of Blacksmith's tools. It seemed a great loss

* [margin note] Trememdous storm, during which I lost a favorite

mule.
Ak " Day spent in mountains hunting lost mule.
HE " Articles thrown away on the plains.



but was the most prudent thing could be done- The roads were
very heavy this morning, mud and sand- Stoped for noon after
traveling 14 miles on a very pretty little spot of Buffaloe grass.
remained here 3 hours Some of our men started on foot across the
bottom to examine the Chimney Rock opposite which we are now
encamped. They supposed they would reach it in 2 miles, but after
travelling 7 miles some abandoned the trip, declaring it looked as
far from them when they turned back as when they left the waggons.
The rock* from the road presents the appearance of a mound of
conical shape about 100 feet high whose base is 300 feet in
circumference. Upon the apex is set a pier 15 feet in
circumference. This is the same size its whole length which is
100 feet. These measurements are only guessed at and that too from
a distance of 2 miles The rock is distant from the Courthouse 14
miles measured by a company from Boone County, Ky we traveled 21
miles today roads bad, grass tolerably good.

June 18489,

Friday 1st

At 1/2 past 3 o'clock this morning our camp was aroused for the
purpose of picketing out our mules. Breakfasted at half past 4 and
intended starting at 5, but two mules were found missing which
delayed our train one hour- we travelled along finely over
beautiful roads today. Our mules having had a bountiful supply of
grass last night moved off spry and glib we nooned in a low
place in the bottom on bad grass- The weather this morning was
fine and pleasant after the sun arcse and dispelled a thick heavy
fog. The first I have seen since I started., The afterpart of the
day has been exceedingly warm until late this evening. a cool
breeze is now fanning me rather cool- after leaving the noon
camp, we entered the most beautiful valley or basin the eye ever
beheld ** This valley is perfectly level with the exception of
about half a mile from the bluff, which gently slopes or inclines
to the level, forming a beautiful basin- This valley is entirely
destitute of water it is 12 miles long and 5 wide, surrounded by
perpendicular cliffs to the height of some 200 feet, which are
spotted with pine shrubs- presenting the most grand sublime, and
magnificent scenery that possibly be imagined- we encamped this
evening. after travelling 25 miles by a spring of clear, cold
water, which was duly appreciated by our thirsty company. I supose
there must have been 200 teams encamped contiguous to this spring-
Singular as it may appear we found here a blacksmith shop carried
on by 3 Frenchmen- They live by trading with the Indians I
supposed the emmigration induced them to set up blacksmithing-

* [margin note] Chimney Rock.
* % " A most beautiful valley, bounded on the right by
Scotts Bluff.



Saturday Zn

Started this morning at half past 4 in order to reach the river
(which we left when we entered the valley vesterday) today a
distance of 25 miles. We traveled over as fine roads today as I
ever saw in my life and encamped on Horse Creek at half past 10
o'clock a distance from the spring, of twelve miles after nooning
an hour and a gquarter we resumed our toilsome journey The roads
continue fine, and ocur mules are in pretty good condition we are
now encamped 3/4 of a mile from the river on excellent grass. here
we were fortunate enough to find a well, dug by some emmigrant

The water is excellent. These wells, or holes, are by no means
uncommom, as three feet deep will almost always find water-
Traveled 26 miles today and traveled with a Company from Boone Co
Ky. 12 waggons-—

Sunday 3

At early hour our journey was resumed over fine roads. We nooned
today in the open prairie or plane without one drop of water, even
for our mules much less for ourselves- about 1/4 past 2 o'clock
in the evening we crossed Larimies fork of Platte river, one and a
half miles below the Fort. The Fort was perhaps the greatest
curiosity to those who had never crossed the planes that possibly
be found- To me at least it presented much to engage the
attention. it is beautifully constructed of what is termed dobies
which are brick dryed by the sun. its situation could not be more
beautiful, bounded on the east and south by the river, on the north
and west by a low range of green hills. it belongs to the
American Fur Company was constructed about 40 years ago and is now
a rendez-vous for traders trappers and emigrants. The grounds are
layed out in a square containing about 3/4 acres. at each corner a
sgquare building extends some 12 feet above the wall of the
building, which is 15 feet high, flat on top. a beautiful
promenade is thus afforded not only for the purpose of exercise but
also a commanding view of the surrounding country for several miles-
The rooms are fitted up very neatly- to be transported from any
part of the States to this place without seeing the intervening
country one would involuntarily exclaim how lovely, how neat. but
after travelling through the boundless, wild, and desclate planes,
and not seeing the least semblance to civilization until all at
once you hove in sight of a tasty edifice from whose summit
floating upon the delightful breeze which is ever present on the
planes the Star Spangled banner, the sight of which sends a thrill
of Jjoy deep intc the breast of every true American. The contrast
is too great when I see the fine workmanship, the conveniences of
the fort, I am reminded of home of civilization but step outside
and cast your eye over the boundless extent of space, not to find a
single object upon which to rest its wearied vision save the high
tops of the Rocky Mountains, and you become almost as wild as the
Indian for whom this country appears so peculiarly adapted- We
found a number of emigrants here- many with broken-down teanms,
some preparing to pack, others turning back, not being able to



procure the necessaries for packing and less able to proceed
farther with their present team. This appears to be a place of
general renovating amongst travellers. Most stay a day or two for
the double purpose of resting their mules and repacking their loads-
good waggons here bring from 4 to 30 dollars. Mules from 100 to
180 dollars. That is, you sell your waggons to the traders at the
Fort and buy from them their mules- Everything you buy costs five
times as much as it is worth and everything you sell bring perhaps
one tenth its value We encamped this evening after traveling 18
miles one mile above the Fort on a beautiful piece of level land.
There must have been some 200 teams in this bottom tonight-weather
mild and pleasant-

Monday 4th

Arose this morning by daylight got our breakfast then prepared to
follow the good example set by all most every emmigrant, to wit
unpacking our waggon, cutting down the boxes, throwing away
everything that could possibly be dispensed with etc- we were
engaged closely the entire day renovating. Made our load 300 lbs
lighter, done some cooking and retired early to bed in order to be
up and off in the morning at an early hour- This evening we saw a
Morman who was returning to the States from the Salt Lake Valley,
and by whom I sent some letters. his accounts from the gold mines
are the most flattering. he informed me his sons worked 8 days and
obtained 1200 dollars- last fall. and many other things which
buoyed us up no little causing us to start this morning in high
spirits and bright anticipation-

Tuesday 5"

The whole face of the country has now changed in appearance from a
level plane to a rough mountainous country. we have been nearing
Larimie's Peak, a spur of the Rocky Mountains today and are
encamped in fair view of it this evening. Many speculations
amongst the company in regard to the distance, some giving it at
10, some 20, and some even 50 miles- the latter guess much the
nearest. I had observed when first I discovered the mountain at )
distance of 160 miles something on its summit resembling snow but
as yet have not satisfied myself- Our boys were as much divided
in opinion as tc whether it was snow or not as they were regarding
its distance- we traveled on smoothly today through what is known
as the black Hills. These are high rocky hills or mountains
destitute entirely of vegetation save pine which flourishes
abundantly on them. The sides of the mountain are literally
covered with the evergreen trees- in the wvalleys, you find
tolerably good grass. Mountain men inform me the grass is better
in this spring than it was ever known before- Today I saw the
first Grave on the plaines. it was in a beautiful valley and
marked by a single board bearing this inscription, I, M. H. Hay,
died June 4th aged 14 years- when I saw this solitary tomb away
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oen the plaines perhaps thousands of miles from all kindred flesh, T

could not but feel melancholy I thought of his family, thelr

feeling upon learning his fate- I thought my fate might be
similar the bear idea of which shot a pang of horror to my heart
that I shall not soon forget- After leaving the wvalley, we

assinded a steep and recky hill, some portion of which is somewhat
difficult though we 211 got up safely. we then traveled over a
very broken country entirely destitute of water and possessing
nothing tc attract the travelers attention or admiration save high

cliffs or mountains which meet his eye in every direction- We
travelled 22 miles today and encamped about 2 o'clock for the
night. We traveled this far without stopping on account of not

finding water. grass here is good. About 1 hour after stopping =
dark cloud arose in the west which was succeeded by heavy shower
and thunderstorm- during which one of Captain Bayse's waggon
tongues was broken. he had stopped 1/2 mile below us- Oowing to
the scarcity of grass, we concluded to encamp in small parties
graze our mules an hour or so, then proceed onward until we found
sufficient grass. We went higher up the creek or branch than he
did and found an excellent place for our mules- When the rains
came up he concluded to hitch up and drive to us- but his mules,
taking afright at a loud clapp of thunder, wheeled suddenly around
breaking his waggon tongue- which was socon remedied however by
taking that of a waggon which was left one mile below us. it was
left by some Californian whose team had given ocut- after the rain
had subksided we made our supper, posted our guard and turned in for
the night-

Wednesday 6th

Started this morning early. Our Boone County friends got off a
little in advance of us- The road »resents much the same
appearance today that it did yesterday- a high range of hills or
mountains on our left, in the midst of which Larimie Pezak
majestically rears its snow capt head high above all the rest,
seeming to look with contempt upon the insignificant hillocks below
it- One of Capt. Bayse's Company constructed a roadometer
yesterday evening by which we can accurately measure the distance
we travel- It is simple in its construction consisting of three
small cogwheels- attached to the back part of the waggon bed so
that the hub of the waggon wheel operates upon the first coggwheel,
and that upon the second and so on loosing motion until the last
wheel passes once round whilst the waggon turns often enough round
to make a mile- it is easily constructed and measures as
accurately as could be done by a chain- about 10 o'clock today we
had a severe hailstorm. The ground was white with hail Not so
large as I have seen in the States but more abundant- a company
of 20 men packing past us in the shower. They had started throucgh
with waggons but thinking that too slow travelling abandoned them
and throwing their provisions on the back of their nules started
through on packs- One of them informed us as he passed that he
was truely sorry he had made the exchange

i1



We halted today for noon at 1/2 past 10, near a most delightful
spring. The water was clear pure and cold- we did not need a
second invitation to partake of the pure nectar- we remained here
two hours. Our journey now began to be more toilsome hills and
valleys innumerable lay in our way. we soon after starting from
our nooning ascended a long hill on the summit of which we
overhauled and passed our Ky friends. here the most beautiful
landscape the imagination is capable of conceiving presents itself
to the delighted eye of the traveller- On either hand he sees a
range of lofty hills whose sides are thickly covered with
evergreens. Walling in as it were the most lovely piece of table
land in the world- which streatches out before you in gentle wave
like slopes for miles. The hand of nature has done more to enrich
the delightful scenery here by interspersing at irregular intervals
that most beautiful of all trees the pine than the most expert
horticulturist in the world This serene paradise Garden of Eden
cannot be contemplated without exciting all the finer feelings of
mans nature, and as I feasted my delighted eyes I could not but
think if man was always surrounded by such purely chast and lovely
scenery he would never dare think evil much less perpetrate evil.
After leaving this delightful place our road lay through a poor
barren country possessing ho attractions We travelled 20 miles
today and encamped in the horse shoe Creek bottom one mile after
crossing a number of cattle trains also encamped in the same
bottom-

Thursday 7

Passed a pleasant night, and started this morning at 1/2 past 4
o'cleck. it may now truly be said we have entered the mountains-
Our road was very crooked and continually crossing some high barren
hill or in the deep valley below. we are completely enveloped in
mountains. found plenty of good water today but no grass-

halted at 11 o'clock on a small stream which afforded bearly
sufficient water for culinary purposes after traveling 16 miles
Shortly after we stopped, as usual, we had a cold shower of rain.
it has rained almost every day since we left the Fort. we remained
here 3 hours and started onward. Traveled 4 miles this evening and
encamped on very poor grass. The road traveled over this evening
is the most beautiful I ever saw. it is right through the
mountains however. The so0il is a mixture of Oxide of Iron and
Clay formimg the most solid and firm road. it appears to be as
hard and firm as a McAdamised road. its color is a deep red, most
beautiful I observed. The high cliffs on either side of this road
presented the same red appearance- The fact of there being large
gquantities of Iron Ore here is unquestioanble-but its distance from
every facility to work them will always render them useless- I
found a few days since in the sandy bottom of a small creek upon
which we were encamped, small particles of mineral resembling what
my imagination thought to be gold I exhibited it to the company
and they were of my opinion also- Some of them, obtained quite a
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gquantity- The particles were very small and resembled small fish
scales. The sand & gravel here is literally filled with it- I
learned today that four young men that were on their way to
California, after examining it changed their course and instead of
continuing their first contemplated trip started up this creek with
the intention of following it to its head with the full expectation
of finding gold in abundance- Success to them-

Friday &"

The order was given last night to turn our mules loose at 1/2 past
2 o'clock this morning- which was punctually obeyed. After
grazing one hour and a 1/2, we drove them in and started at 1/2
past 4- One mile from our camp we passed a heavy ox train, five
waggons and families were bound for Oregon The road this morning
is very heavy owing to the rain yesterday evening and last night-
We passed another Grave today. The inscription on the headboard
informed us that it was the child of an emmigrant to Oregon in
July, 1847, one year old- we traveled 12 miles this morning and
are now encamped on a small river some 15 miles from the North
Platte whilst grazing today the ox teams that we had passed this
morning, passed us in return, but not being akle to travel as fast
as we do could not maintain their position- The road this evening
has been fine solid though hilly- we traveled 21 nmiles today and
encamped on a small river six miles from the Platte. found
tolerable grass. One of our New Yorkers had the good fortune today
to kill an antelope, upon which for supper I made a most delicious

feast— it is far superior to Venison- I never saw a fellow more
elated in my life T am certain he would not be more delighted to
find a lump of gold as large as his head- it being the first

killed by our Company he imagined the achievment worthy to be
handed down to generation after generation as a most extraordinary
poccurence-

Saturday 9th

Started this morning at 5 o'clock and have been travelling today
with our Ky friends, we having passed them night before last, they
encamped off the road The roads this morning have been
remarkably fine and grass good. Since we entered the black Hills,
nothing of interest has occurred- The country is broken barren
little else growing upon them but wild sage which is found here in
abundance. The branches are very large, and the stems used
frequently for cooking- it bears some resemblance to that grown
in our country. The odour emitted is most delightful- There is a
rumor in camp that there is 12,000 waggons between this point and
Indapendance, it originated from a man who overtook us a day or two
since he says their teams are broken down- animals dylng, men
fighting and killing each other companies breaking up, some geing

ahead on foot others returning. for 300 miles back, the road is
one continual chaos. Whether his account is reliable or not, I
can't say, some doubt it- I have not seen him yet and have only
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gotten his story second handed- we are now encamped for noon on
the everlasting Platte having bid adieu to the black hills this
morning at 9 o'clock Of all the roads I have ever traveled this,
along the Platte is the most monotonous and tiresome- Though we
had the scene a little varied today by passing through a most
beautiful grove of timber, Cottonwood- This to us is a great
luxury- Traveled 11 miles this morning and stoped for noon near
the river- here we had guite an exciting Buffalce Chase- A
hunter ran a large buffaloe into our camp- I never saw so excited
a mass of men in all my life. Our mules took affright and came
near making a stampede. This however attracted not the slightest
attention from the chase a number of shots were fired at him but
without effect we were so completely surprised that we were
unprepared for him, and before we could mount ocur horses he had
gotten away- in consequence of our delay, we made a short drive
this evening not over 8 miles, making our travel today 192 miles

we encamped Iin a bend of the river on first rate grass in company
with our Ky friends-

Sunday 10"

Was on our journey at 1/2 past 4 this morning, and at 15 minutes
after 8 arrived at the ferry on the North fork of the Platte River-
This ferry is owned by a company of 10 Mormons. here there is a
blacksmith shop- we found 150 waggons in ahead of us, about 150
can be crossed in a day-~ Just before we arrived a young man by the
name of Brown from Mo. was drowned in attempting to swim his cattle
across-— This accident appeared not in the least to produce more
excitement than if he had been a dog although he was represented to
be a young man of fine abilities and esteemed by all who knew him-
w found for our mules good grass about 3 miles from camp to which
we drove them where they remained until the next day- placing a
guard cver them- This evening Sheapheard arrived his company
being broken up. he is now packing one mule and walking-

Monday 11"

As soon as I breakfasted this morning, I walked over to where our
mules were grazing in order to let Heaton return for breakfast,
remained herding mules until 3 o'clock, when I was again relieved
by Heaton- brought them in and tied them to the waggon tonight
Traded mules with one of the Cin Company who had left and was going
with an ox team- got a first rate mule- Dr. Bower from Mo
arrived this evening he is the old gentleman with whom I roomed on
the Steam Boat last spring from Cin to Main City- Spent a
pleasant evening with him-

Tuesday 12"
Nothing of importance occurred today, every person attending to his
own affairs. business here quite brisk, waggons unloading
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repairing getting mules and oxen shod, and a general renovation
taking place here, washing up etc. etc.- for sheoeing a horse
$3.00 an ox $6.00. Our riding horse wanting shoes, and as I had
seen a great many shoes nailed on- concluded that I could do it as
well if not so neat, as any person,thereby, save 3 dollars an
important item, as we are getting tolerably scarce of the neadful-
I went to work, shod our horse and when completed the job was
pronounced very good-

Wednesday 13th

Crossed the River this morning, and was ready to start at 8
o'clock. we had no difficulty in swimming our mules and crossing
our waggons-— The boat is made by framing cross pieces across
three canoes over which sufficient width of plank is pinned down
for the waggon to stand on forming a very simple and safe boat. we
paid for crossing $3.00. They cross an average 60 waggons daily
for which they get 180 § This I think is better than gold
digging. for 7 miles after crossing we found the road very heavy
the sand from 6 to 12 inches deep after which I never saw better
roads in my life The road is entirely destitute of water, save
here and there an alkali pond- we traveled over some 30 miles
today without stopping in consequence of not finding water, and
encamped in a low marshy, alkali swamp on very poor grass-

Thursday 14"

Started this morning at 5 ofclock. The road today is fine we
made 17 miles before nooning. passed some 53 ox teams- grass for
noon very poor- Today we passed several lakes off of the road.
Upon examination they were found to be encrusted with a hard firm
and white substance The removal of which disclosed to view the
most beautiful bed of Carb Amonia and Sal Soda, commonly termed
saleratus, you ever saw. it possesses all the properties of our
common saleratus. in a culinary point of view, it is one of the
wonderous works of nature The water in many places 1is so
strongly impregnated with alkali as to cause the death of cattle
that use it freely. The Mormons, in emmigrating to the Salt Lake
Valley a few years ago, lost most all their cattle from the use of

this water. We used it sparingly We traveled until 7 o'clock
this evening in order to reach the Sweetwater a most beautiful
stream about 30 vyards wide The water is clear and cool.

Indapendance Rock is situated about 300 yards from the river. it
is an isolated rock about 50 yards high and 400 long, upon which
thousands of names are carved- This rock presents a smooth
surface and is entirely destitute of vegetation, not a shrub or
even a spear of grass growing upon its sides- Woodworth went up
to its summit from which he obtained a most splendid view he
says the top of the rock contains a surface of about 10 acres- we
traveled today 27 miles and encamped on the north bank of the

river here we had to again resort to Buffaloe chips for fuel-
The valley surrounding the rock is level and most beautiful.
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I had forgotten to mention a severe hail & snow storm today. about
12 o'clock it commenced hailing and continued for a few minutes to
come down abundantly pelting our mules no little. it wound up by
giving us as fine a shift cf snow as I ever saw fall- The weather
has been coocl and pleasant, mornings very cold-

Friday 15

Left our camp at 5 o'clock crossed the Sweetwater in which one of
ny mules fell down and came very near drowning. I jumped out, got
her by the head and assisted her to get up and drove on. as before
having a good sound drenching- Our direction lay immediately up
the valley, for such it may be called being walled in on either
side by high bluffs. On the south high hills or mountains are seen
covered with snow from which several cold clear streams proceed-
The valley is about 8 miles wide, and bounded on the north by a
solid ridge of rock from 3 to 4 hundred feet high- Five miles
from Indapendence rock, we came to what is called Devil's Gate

This is a passage in the rock through which the river finds its way
to the valley on the opposite side This fissure or Chasm is 30
feet wide and 400 feet deep- This is perhaps the greatest
curiosity on the whole route we traveled 15 miles and stoped for
noon remained here 2 hours, grass good- I saw today several
dead oxen the first I have seen since starting- This evening we
made 10 miles and encamped on the river in good grass. The river
is on one side of us and a large rock some 50 feet high and several

hundred around, on the other- This rock in size is not so large
as Indapendence rock, though it presents pretty much the same
appearance-— We encamped at 5§ o'clock this evening, which gave me

ample time to asscend to its summit which I did. There are
fissures along its side which make the asscent not at all

difficult from this elevation I obtained a grand view of the
valley for miles on every side surrounded by high rocky bluffs
perpendicular, ragged and picturesqgue. from this elevation can be
distinctly seen the wind river Mountains, the highest peaks of the
rocky mountains. These mountains can be seen several hundreds of
miles. They present the appearance of beautiful though raged
clouds The appearance occasioned by the reflection of the sun
upon the snow- Today's travel, 25 miles

Saturday 16
I have often during the trip noted sandy roads but never until this

morning, have I had the most faint conception of really a sandy

road for 6 1/2 miles today our road lay through a sandy plane.
Sometimes the wheels would be in up to the axle- Through this
part of the road our mules had a most severe drag- we nooned

today on the river bank after traveling 16 miles- just before we
encamped I discovered a herd of elk and being very desirous of
killing one left the train on foot pursuing them. I must have
traveled eight miles before I caught up with our waggon, and the
worst of it was did not get close enough to even shoot at them-
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They practice deception remarkably well. will stand and look at
you until they think danger approaching when they bounce off and
away they go. After jumping some two or three hundred yards they
stop and look at you until you get about the same distance as
before when the same thing is repeated. I was so vexed at them
that I almost determined to swear enmity to the whole race and
devote my time from here to California exclusively to hunting elk.
This evening after crossing a sandy thoug elevated plaine we came
to a most beautiful valley which had the appearance of having a
swampy marshy streak extending its whole length through its center.
The grass in which was tall green and thick Some of our men in
endeavoring to find water cut about 15 inches through the sod
struck a hard substance, and upon examination, found as pretty Ice
as ever was seen. The whole valley appears to be covered with =a
thick layer of ice and then one of sod- we gathered several
bucketts full from which we have had mint julips in abundance- we
encamped about 2 miles from where we obtained the ice, grass not
good. Traveled 2& miles-

Sunday 17

Started this morning at day break and traveled over a sandy sterile
and barren country until we again struck the Sweetwater, which we
left yesterday at 10 o'clock. we are now on its banks cooking
brezkfast- Heaton killed this morning two sage hens. They are a
fowl somewhat larger than the grouse or prairie chicken and live
amongst the artemesia or wild sage which covers the whole face of
the country- at the crossing of the Sweetwater at this place we
discovered shining yellow particles of mineral which upon
examination, was found to so closely resewmble gold that it is
impossible to convince several of our company it is not. I
acknowledge myself one of the credulous- I have not the least
shadow of a doubt that at some no distant period one of the richest
mines in the world will be worked somewhere on the waters of this
river- we continued our journey up the Sweetwater valley
sometimes along the river and sometimes the trace diverging a
little from it. we crossed it however some 5 or 6 times today.
About 3 o'clock we came to an old Indian encampment, where the
trail leaves the river. This village we were informed by a
mountain trader was before the emmigration inhabited by the Snake
who in consequence of the traders telling them the smallpox was
coming left the road on sight of the first waggons- we passed
through the Crow Nation without seeing one single Indian- There
are a number of traders in these mountains whose policy it is to
prevent the emmigration and Indians from coming in contact- They
well knowing if they did, their trade would be done as the
emmigrant could get from the Indians everything he wanted and that
too at the smallest minimum price~hence, their fabrication of
Cholera and smallpox, etc- we have here left the river and
climbed a very high mountain upon which a large and beautiful plane
almost as far as the eye can reach presents to view. we encamped
near a small lake or pond, containing some six acres I should
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judge. The shores of this lake were encrusted with a hard saline
crust sufficiently strong to bear a man but a mule would go
through. The water was murky, and impregnated with sal soda-
grass good. Traveled about 30 miles today- The water we could
not use, consequently had to do without-

Monday 18"

Started this morning at daylight Traveled 3 miles found an
excellent spring, watered our stock and proceeded onward on our
journey passing over delightful roads, dust excepted we made
about 12 miles this morning and nooned again on the Sweetwater-
here a number of Frenchmen, mountain traders, had erected their
lodges for the purpose of trading with the emmigration- They

must I think have had 300 head of horses and mules a good mule
or pony is worth here from 100 to 150 $§ They are from Fort
Bridger bound for Fort Larimie we could exchange almost any kind
of a horse with them by giving $30 difference two trades were
made : after crossing the Sweetwater, we assended a long though
gradual elevation for some 10 miles when we entered the celebrated
South Pass through the rocky Mountains. The pass is about 19
miles wide, high and lofty mountains on our right entirely covered
with snow to our left, very high, barren hills or mountains- The
road runs about midway between the two ranges of mountains-
Presenting a level plain on either hand extending from the road to
the mountains. This plaine is covered with (artimesia) wild sage,
some of the stalks of which are 3 to 4 inches in diameter and make
an excellent fire- Two miles from the summit of the pass you come
to the Pacific Springs. west of this place all the water courses
run into the Pacific. here we encamped grass good, weather cold-
I must not neglect to note that we passed before noon a gquantity of
snow, divided only by the road- we carried some with us and when
we halted had a most glorious bowl of lemon punch- Traveled 24
miles today- OQur roadometer being out of order these distances

are entirely guesswork-

Tuesday 19"

Left our encampment at 5 o'clock this morning and traveled over a
delightful road 7 miles and came to a small branch, which in dry
season I presume is perfectly dry, though we found plenty of
running water in it. Passing over a distance of 14 miles we came
to the forks of the road one leading to the Valley of the Salt Lake
by way of Fort Bridger~ The other, what is called Sublett's
Cutoff, leading to Oregon by way of Forte Hall. The two roads
coming together this side of the fort- in order to save 85 miles
(according to our guide) we took the right hand road, (Sublett's
Cutoff) Two miles farther we nooned on poor grass- 8 miles
farther on we came to the little Sandy, a beautiful steam of clear
cold water. here we filled our water casks and traveled on making
only about 6 miles. This evening we encamped on good grass,
traveling 23 miles today-
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Wednesday 20

Started this morning very early this morning in order to reach
green River today, a distance of 35 miles. This portion of the
road according to all our guides is barren sandy desert According
to us we did not find it so. Thus far, it is very true grass is
not thick over the ground but occasionaly you find it plentifully.
it is what is called bunch grass, and is very sweet. Our mules are
exceedingly fond of it- This is the most disagreeable portion of
the whole route on account of the dust If you could only see us,
all seated around our camp fires some cooking others eating, and
more sleeping, all covered with dust, long beards and dirty, raged
clothes, and for a moment contrast our present situation with what
it was one year ago and I surely think you would imagine we had
greatly and spedily retrograted into an almost savage condition-

If I only had the privilege of picking out 10 men such as I could
select from the emmigration, and travel with them through the
States, I think by exhibiting them I could make more mohey than in
the mines of California- I would exhibit them at two bitts a
sight- I would have them nicely caged and just before I exhibited
them I would call the attention of the audience by proclaiming,
"Stand back, gentlemen, and give the animals a chance; I am going
to feed them"- Nooned today on pretty good grass. I had the
fore caution to fill our water cask this morning which gave our
mules each an advantage of one bucket of water over the rest of the

train. after nooning we traveled on expecting to make Green
River. about dark we met two men who informed us that we were 17
miles from the river- Congsequently, we encamped forthwith:

without wood or water. We traveled 31 miles today

Thursday 21st

Started at 5 o'clock this morning. Traveled over some high
mountains and reached the river at 10 o'clock. Then we encamped
for the day. as usual today we were all busy unloeoading and

repacking our waggons- One hundred and fifty waggons had crossed
before us- This is a beautiful stream, 150 yards wide
Friday 22"

Crossed the river this morning without any difficulty. Sold 100
lbs Bacon for $7. Bot some mockasins etc. This ferry is kept by
some French Traders they have Sguaw wives, and a portion of the
Snake tribe of Indians are also encamped with them- This tribe of
Indians are the most honorable and civilized I have seen. If you
make them presents they will thankfully receive them— but begging
they detest- They are a fine locking race of beings- We only
traveled only € miles today, over a winding road through mountain
after mountain. Encamped on a small creek found good grass water
and wood.
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Saturday 23rd

Remained in camp yesterday mending, or rather altering harness-

our mules resting. At 5 o'clock this morning we started. Traveled
over some exceedingly high mountains. found plenty water and not
infrequently could see snow on every side of us, above and below
us, thoucgh the weather is tolerably pleasant we passed a spring
today, the coldest water I ever saw. Saw a most beautiful grove of
pine trees- Nooned after travelling 10 miles on a high mountain.
here Sheapherd stopped also- We traveled after dinner some 12
miles & encamped on a small ravine on good grass Soon after
stopping a band of the Snake Indians came up also and stoped near
us They are an inofensive harmless race of beings Sheapherd
went on. Some four or five of our company were reported on the
sick list this morning two of them very sick.

Sunday 24th

Left our camp this morning at 1/2 past 5 o'clock and traveled
through the mountains until 10 o'clock when we reached Ham's fork
of the Bear River. Here we found Sheapherd in a sad condition
indeed. in attempting to cross the river his waggon turned over.
he lost a great many things, and those he saved were so much
damaged that I fear he will lose them all his bread stuff at least-
We got over safely and nooned on the river. after nooning we
assended a very high mountain which took up most of the evening-
finding about 1/2 past 5 this evening a most beautiful piece of
grass and a brook of clear, cold water, we encamped on the level
piece of ground on the top of the mountain Musquitoes here are
the most troublesome I ever saw them in my life, thousands upon
thousands of them The air is literally filled with them- I
never saw common, small gnats more numerous-— Strange as it may
appear, it is nevertheless true How they can live here where
almost every night we have a large, white frost, is more than I can
tell. we traveled today some 15 miles. Snow all around us,

fifty vards of us is large snow banks-

Monday 25

Left our camp at 6 o'clock this morning and traveled over a very
mountainous road, some places so steep that we were compelled to
take off our mules and let the waggons down with rope. we did not
stop today for noon traveled about fifteen miles and encamped on
the south bank of the Thomas fork of Bear river, some two or three
hundred vards from its mouth here the cutoff intersects the main
forte Hall road-

Tuesday 26

We found bear river very high in consequence of the melting of the
snow in the mountains, caused by recent rains. We blocked up our

waggon boxes 12 inches attached a rope to the toung of the waggon-
crossed the river with it, and pulled the waggons over by manual
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force Succeeded in getting all our waggons over by 11 o'clock

and was off on our journey at 12 Traveled 3 miles from the river
and nooned. a number of Indians came to our camp today- They
were of the Snake tribe perfectly harmless-— we remained here for

two hours during which time we had a fine shower of rain-

Traveled 7 miles after nooning and encamped on fine grass close to
the river bank. Our sick is improving. This morning one more of
our company was violently attacked with the same disease. I was
called in to see him and prescribed for him. I have had the care
of all of the sick in our train since we left though there some
four or five Drs. beside myself-

Wednesday 27

After travelling 3 miles further up the valley we crossed a small
tributary (though large encugh to cause us to block up our wagon
beds) of Bear river. here the road leaves the river (which passes
through a canon in the mountains) and proceeds around, through, and
over mountains, for the distance of 13 miles when it again strikes
the river. Bear river valley is one of the most beautiful valleys
the imagination can conceive of. it is some three miles wide
perfectly level, and covered with the most luxurient grass and
beautiful flowers. high ranges of moutains are rising above
another until they reach the clouds bounds it on either side
presenting a most grand and magnificent scenery- from Thomas fork
to where the road leaves the river the distance is 10 miles from
thenice to the river again 12 miles This portion of the rcad is a
continuous assent and decent of mountains-— Some of our company
witnessed or in fact assisted in the burial of an Indian sguaw
today She was daughter of the Chief who in company with some 20
other Indians had been travelling with us from the ferry on Green
River- They had been out on a hunting excursion and were
returning to their own village near Forte Hall laden with wild
meat. This girl had been sick for three or four days and was
hardly able to ride on horseback- They were at the small stream
we crossed just before leaving the river. Shortly after we passed
her horse took affright and threw her off- She was badly injured
and in a few hours expired- The burial ceremony of the Indians is
peculiarly interesting- I deeply regretted not being present-
They deposited in the grave her Buffalo Robes, her saddle,Beads,
Trinketts,Provisions, in fact everything belonging to her, after
which the grave was filled up. a horse is shot for the deceased to
ride. All these ceremonies are performed soclemnly enough, and yet
without the sheading of a tear. The old Chief then hoisted over
the grave an American flagg, motioned our men off. They retired a
short distance when the Indians commenced their lamentations and
moanings This continued for about 1/2 an hour They then left
and proceeded on their as though nothing had transpired to mar
their peace and happiness- We arrived at the River about 1/2 past
2 o'clock and as some of our company concluded to pack from this
place we thought it prudent to remain here until tomorrow, resting
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our animals- There is at this place an old established trading
post owned by Captain Smith formerly of Payette Co Ky. He informed
me he had been here 25 years he is an old man in the enjoyment of
good health though he has one wooden leg- There is also a short
distance from this post and on the opposite side of the River,
another, a Morman from the valley of the Salt Lake. he lives in
the valley, though his springs and falls are spent at this place
for the purpose of trafficking with the emmigrant trains as they go
to and from Oregon, supplying them with the horses and pack
saddles, buffaloe skins, etc. for which in exchange he receives
sugar coffee, powder lead, etc. These he trades to the Indians at
enormous prices- he is making a fortune. he gave to those of
our company who are packing one pony for their waggon and harness
for six mules-

Thursday 28"

Left our camp at 5 o'clock this morning and continued our journey
down the Bear River Valley crossing a number of small mountain
streams whose water is clear cold, and delicious- Nothing of
interest presented itself today. we nooned 15 miles from the
trading post on good grass and excellent water. remained here two
hours and again started. we passed some of the most excellent
springs today I ever saw. Traveled 25 miles today and encamped one
mile from the reocad on the bank of the river

Friday 29

A false alarm was given last night by one of the watches which
caused some little excitement for a short time,but soon subsided,
and all remained gquiet until morning. The alarm proceeded from one
of the mules getting its hind foot through the larritte when it was
tied around its neck it was thrown down and in its struggles
frightened several more that were picketted close around it. The
guard a timid fellow thought an Indian was stealing a mule and gave

the alarm- We started on our journal march at 1/2 past 5 this
morning and at 1/2 past 10 arrived at perhaps one of the greatest
curicsities in the world, the Soda Springs- These springs extend

more or less over an extent of some 100 acres of level bottom land,
in the valley of Bear River. This bottom is most beautifully
covered with evergreens pine, cedar, etc., some very large trees.
The springs boil out of the earth, keep a continual evolution
resenmbling water boiling. That water has a soda taste which to
some of our men was very pleasant they drink of it freely. I,
however did not like it. 1/2 mile below is what is called the
Steamboat Spring This takes its name from the noise proceeding
from emission of gas resembling the puffing of a steamboat- These
springs are the greatest curiosity I have seen on the route- we
remained here two hours and proceeded onward on our journey through
a beautiful valley surrounded by high craggy mountains. Evidently
cnce this whole country was in volcanic convultions- We crossed a
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gmal! mountain stream about 5 o'clock and encamped zbhout 1/2 mile

onward on good grase- Travelled today albout twenty three miles-

Saturday 30th

Laft our encémpment very ezrly this merning and travied over some
d=sperate roads Passead through some mershy ravines in which all
the mules sttached to one waggon swampsed down and were piled up §n
a heap st once In conseguence of bad rosds we travlad slowly,
water very dlsagreeable and not very plentifully at that. we
encampe? for naoon at 12 past 12 o'clock on 2 most bheautiful little
mountsin stream. there we overtonk a cattle train which crossed

Thos. Fork when we did. Their cattle were many of them sick from
as they supposed drinking too much water at the Soda Springs. we
were joined in our noon mezl by two young men from Mo. who were
endeavoring to overtake their trzin- They crossed the Mo. River
on the 20th May and informed us they had passed some four or five
thousand teams. There were still many to cross the river when they

crossed- Nooned here three hours. after leaving our noon camp we
found good road for two miles then crossed a small swampy strean
with considerable difficulty- A small pack train passed us

today They formerly belonged to an ox train but thinkimg that too
slow 2 way to go to Czlifornia exchanged their cattle and waggons
for mules, and are now packing- The boys who left us at Smith's
Trading Post a day or two since for the purpose of packing, came up
and camped with us also another small train. They had succeeded in
getting horses from the Tndizans who came in after we left and were
very well prepared for packing through our encampment this
evening is on a small stream at the foot of a large mountain-

grass good We travled about 22 miles today. Our sick are zll

e L3

improving we have just hed a fine shower of ralr

JuLy

Sunday 1ist

Left our camp this morning = few mimuntes bhefore sin otclock in
company with the packers who encamped with us last night but they
soon left us. B. Mullins, Snvder and one other man whose name T
have forgotten went with them to the Forte, =z distance of 36 miles,
for the purpose of obtaining Indian horses. 1if they are successful
in getting ponies they intend packing. Our road today has been
exceedingly bad crossing over ravines in the mountains that were
almost impassahle, with great difficulty. we have been surrounded
with high and lofty mountains all day I should Jjudge some of
them to be 3 miles from base to summit., Passed some excellent
eprings one in particular, it gushed out of the base of a large
mountain in a stream sufficiently large to move the machinery of =
large flouring mill. The water is clear and & cold as ice water.
This spring is the source of the Port Neuf River and forces itself
through deep narrow fissures, or canons in the mountszins until it
reaches the main stream. We nooned today at the foot of a mountailn
cn tolerable good grass. Two Indians came 'o sur camp today.
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I had just lighted my pipe for 2 smoke. They made signas to me they

wznted Yo =moke, we gsazted gurselves around the Fi ¢ and passed the
pips srcund, e=cl: taling a whiff or two and then passing it to
another, after smcklng our pipeful, the amusemeni was
discentinued- Guring our nooning it rained as hard az I ever saw
It in my life- wWe "nma'ne4 here two hovvs and & half Travl]ad
over some exceedingly high mountzins and entered the Snale River
Valley., This is a beautiful portion of the world- We encamped

for the night near a small stream one of the tributaries of the
Snake river. here we found the wild barly and Oregon wheat Our
animals are remarkably fond of it- 1/2 mile below us s an Indian
encampment. four of them came to our camp They =re of the
Showshone or Snake tribe, of the same tribe that we have seen along
the road since we left the gree:n river-

Monday 2

I't commenced raing soon after we started this morning and continued
steadily until 1! o'clack. we passed nezar an Indian encampment
four miles from where we encamﬂn‘ laet night. They had a drove of
about 300 horses we endeavgrad to trade for one but did not
succeed- Our road today has been thirough the valley- sand very
deep but owing to the rain yesterday and thie morning, was not at
&1l ":ad travelling- we travlied some 12 miles this morning and are
now encamped within 5 miles of Forte Hall- we nooned here 1 hour
and a half and then started for the Forte This road was almost
impassible, some cf our teams swamping down several times. we
arrived at the Forte zbout & o'clock. I stoped a few minutes took
supper and sweet milk warm bread and cheese, a great luxurie.

Forte Hall Is situated In the valley of the Port Neuf River or
rather between this river and Snake river. it is a trading post
of considerable magnitude belonging to the Hudson Bay fur Company-
it is a beautiful portion of country the only place in the
mountains I thought I sheould 11ke to spend my life- we remained
here until 2 o'clock,

Tuesday 3
and preceedad onwsard on our journey. Several of our company
determined to pack from this post which reduced our train to

4 waggons and 14 men we travled 3 miles to the Port Neuf River
which is a beautiful stream of clear water 100 yards wide and 2
feet deep. This we crozsed without difficulty, and 3 miles farther
brought vs toc the ﬂa"ac River. here we encamped for the night
grase not good, musguitoes in sbundance. This river is about 350
feet wide and 3 feet deep , and nire miles from where we cross [t
emptisas into Lewls fork of the Columbia river- The evening after
encamping wiaes spent !n preparaticn for crossing., Precuring blocks
etc. These we obtained on ths opposite bank. having heell used and

left there by the s=mmigrants which preceded vs- 175 waggons ahead



Wil e s Ay 4tk

Succaeded in getr ng our waggons all over this morning safely and
was on our onward march by 1/2 past 7. it was our intention to
celebrate today but having lost so much time lately it was thought
most prudent to travel- Our road has been this morning hard
several places swamping our mules- we have been travelling this
morning over a low sandy barren plane covered with nothing but
sage, which growth seems peculiarly ad apteﬁ to this scil. we
travied 12 miles and nooned, grass not good- after noon, we
proceeded a distance of 11 miles over pretty good roads to Lewis
fork of the Colurbiz river This is a splendid stream 3200 yvards
wide. we found good grass, wmusguitoes thick snoogh *o hang your
hat upon- Frost this merning also yesterday.

Thursday 5"

Started at nur usual hour this smorning- One-and-a-half miles’
travel brought us to ths Amerisan fulls on Lewis fork of

Columbia R. This is 3 grand sight but unfortiunately, T as usual
mould gnly view it from the road The water (s precipitated over

L
4
feet onto & bench in t

a preciplce gerpendictuviar some 60 he rock 3
few feet favther on 1t zgaln f=lls 40 Feet over another
"rVﬂnr”!-;-ar precipice, meking two offsets, and the distatce Fron
the top ¢f the first to the bottom pf the seeond 100 foat- Tin

water Ffalls over In a broad sheet, the spray or vapour zrising from
which forms the most beautiful of reinbows- The falls and the
scenery surrounding these high rocky cliffs hundreds of feet high
presents a particularly grand and sublime scenery- After leaving
the falls we travled through a broken volecanic country *o

fall River which takes its name from the number of petrified Beaver
dams. These dams are numerous. We travled about 25 miles today
and encamped close to the river on very good grass. At our noon
halt we carrlied water three-fourths of =2 nile I have not been in
good health for 3 or 4 days

Friday €"

After passing a pleasant night we all arase early, hastily prepared
our morning repast and in good season were on our road to the El
Dorado again 8 miles travle brought us to Raft River here our
course turned up the valley, twice crossing it. This river,K as
also fallg, hardly should be called creeks, much less rivers. They
are very small not larger than common sized spring branch at home
but in this country everything that bears a name at all is call=d
Rivers- an hour or two before nooning Ed McCarty and Reyney from
Lexington ¥y overtook us. we had quite a friendly meeting, found
an¢ tapped a bottle of ovld Bourbon and had great jcllification-

The boys dined with us today, being an extraordinary occurrence to
have visitors in the mountains, the "judge" tried himself, got up
spedily and In good style a most excellent dinner Indeed the

boys wers syrprised and astenishad at finding such comforts and



Iururigs awzy here in the mountains- They travled along with our
waggoetie after dinner some two hours when thay Iaft us, not
axoectlng we woLl% overtaxze them agalin- We travied on slowly,
though without any difficulty, excapt breaking of a coupling pole
of one waggon -n '-ass:ng a small oreel- We “ravied 2% miles and

3
encamped 1,/2 mi
water in =2 smal
mountains, weat

le from the reoad on good grass. we found excellent
1 ravine which sroceedsd from 2 spring in the
her fine and pleasant

Saturday 7th

Passed a very ctomfortable nlight and starved in g
Hour or tweo after we started, T saw 3 pac 3
Inmediately after Ed McCurty came riding up 1at
£inding water the svening ba‘ove close to the road went four miles
o the YHranch we crossed late In the evening faerehy we got in
advance of them- Qur road today has Nsen good, we made 16 n
2nd mooned on the gide of 3 hill good grass and water- Thers fs
not mucl water here howesver I presumes later in the seascon tlere
is none. it proceeds from & spring, 1/2 mile to the right of the
road. At our noon camp today two of the men who left our train at
Smith's Trading Post on Zear River passed us in fine spirits. They
liked packing much bhetter than the waggons After crossing a leng
low ridge we entered a beautiful valley up which we proceeded 10
miles and encamped for the night on a small branch, goud grass.
here the rest of the packers belonging to the {( ? )} train overtook
and camped with us- We made 28 miles today.

cuar w-}r’ 25 -‘5‘."!
ner- "“Ln'a' not

Sunday 8th.
One of the packers heing silck this morning, wunable to ride, we

consented to haul him a few days. His name is More, a M.D. fror
Tenn— We proceeded up this valley about 1/2 mile when the road

gradually curves to the right, passing through a gap of the
mountain. here the road leading from the Salt Izke intersects the
one from Forte Hall. Our march today has been through exceedingly
high mountains, some of which are solid rock. The scenery today
has been most picturesgue and romantic. high up on one of those
mountains on a smooth place on the rock, I discovered the initials
E.G.E.H. by whom they were traced or how the autographer was
enzabled to reach so e1evated a position T know not- I only do
know that they are actuallly there The mountain scenery here is
most magrnificent, "Grand, Gloomy and Peculiar"- we crossed over
these mountains in about 10 miles and nooned on a small branch,
grags 2xcallpnt. after nooning our nsual time, we agailn resuned
cur journey a ghort Sistance up the creek bottom, where we entersd
the mountalins again- The road through these mountzins fs very
difficult for waggons, raqu'"‘nr great care =nd caution. Several
places the waggons blave to be let down by ropes, T do not mean by
this that they are taken %e pleces, but uft&r the whesls are
securely fastened ropes are attached to tHe ay and then the
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waggon is let down slow and gently- Many packers passed 45 today
mostly from Bzlt Lake They represent that road as being esxcellent
and nearer though I think it is 2ll a mistake. Their animals look
badly. vwe encamped this evening on the bank of the Rattle Snake
River- Just opposite us is a large mountain whose hase extends to
the river bank This mountain I should think is 1/2 a mile high
and the side fronting tke River as perpendicular as the wall of =

house- It Iz = most sublime scenery- We travlied 18 miles today-

Monday 9th

Left our camp early and travied up the rlver 22 miles when we left
it and struitk ou¥ over the mpuntzins- This morning our sick man,
Mr. More was abhle to proceed on his Journey- Our road today hes
been very gocd we left the river or as as it is czlled by some
Goose creek, about 5 o'cleock in the evening, thinking to travel a
mile or two and encamp Lut not finding either water or grass, drove
on to the Warm Spring Valley distant 13 miles- Th:is took us to
near 11 o'clock. here we found water but ne grass- Our travls
todsy w=a 35 miles-

Tuesday 10

Slept late !Lis morning in conseguence of which did not get off
until 8 o'clock. we travled down the valley 10 miles and nooned
on poor grass, poor water and no wood- This valley is a keautiful
one possessing many attractions, several hot springs where the
water boils out hot enough for culinary purposes. After nooning,
we travled about 5 miles and encamped in the valley close to a
stream of beautiful water, cecld here we found good grass—- T was
called this morning to see Mr. Stewart a packer from Louisville Hy.
I found him very sick, prescribed for him. There has heen a good
deal 2f siczhness on the trip, a mountaln fever. it is & very

disagreeable disease and very stuthorn-

il

Wednesday 11th

Started early this morning,made & good !ravlie and encamped for noon
at the head of the Hot Springs Valley here the packers who
carped with us last night came up Their sick man being unable to
travle they left him 5 miles beyond our camp calculating to make an
early stop and wait for him to come up in the cool of the evening-
but overtaking us, made arrangements for us to haul him he giving
us the use of 3 good mules we waited until one of the men went
back and brought him up- he is very sick (disease, Mountain
fever). We travled 8 miles this evening over a ridge to a branch
of Mary's River here we found some 20 or 30 waggons here, postly
ox teams and some 20 packers This is a good place to camp good
water and grass Our travle today was about 23 miles weather
rleasant dust intolerabhle-

27



T E!»'T:"' 1.2+
nlght some of the packers mules weres affrighted and a stampeds
o ner abont 9

vat Afd not Lnow what
stamperle, and sang out "Every man to
s made and we siucceedsd in getting
rmed by the other mules-
ar whlte Indizn nf whilch
: P

Som=20one 2t all svents

2 it was Just as we were ezat!l

- . {
§ ba

s Rl
w il S
o

e Lk |

ack. I keard s tremendous rumbling
was ‘but sopn I thought of

mi s " - T e |Aa' }""!'::“ W

el e BYE R
FD 1'lh
-
<
=
)3
-
1]
1]
iy
N
y
1
..
|l
- 5
~
b
14 9
-
-
e
{1
3 g
-

- ” ol S - . Yo ¥ - - f
er there is not 8 few on 1 s pout

was off Juet behind the large ox train early
iz moorning Our sick man poorly under “he Influence of medicine-
travietdl over & Austy road

sl
=0
b
i}
3
r*
Q ==
a7
a
o
o
4
ml

*

£ 8 e 3wt

and nouned &t 1 n'tlock after

travelling 14 miles on good grass- OQur afterncon drive was
moderate travelling only 10 miles meaking in 211 24 miles we
|

encampec on the bank of thes river on good grass, our sicl man much
fatigued th!s evening

Friday 13th

Started early this morning and contlnued down the valley of Mary's
River, travelling through dust almost insufferable- Indeed I am
fully persuaded a free man will never cross these mountains but

once he may <ross once, hut surely a second is more than he
could heare- we nooned today on good grass near the river after

travelling 156 miles- Our evening drive was abhout 10 miles making
our whole drive today 25 miles- We encamped this evening hetween

hillis of no small magnitude- Just before camping, we crossed one
branchk of Mary's River I believe it is called Martin'= forlk,

Our sick man is still complaining = good deal- -

Saturday 14"

Stewart is something Bettsr this norning- We got =n early start
and travled along brizkly until noon Not finding good grass, we
travled until 2 o'clock before stopping- We remained in camp
until near £ and proceeded down the River some 10 miles to whe»e
the road leaves the river and passes over 2 mountain here we
found excellent grass, The entire bottom along this river appears
to be composed of a ashy dirt mules myring down in many places in
the dry dirt. in wet time it is impasszshle- The water in this
river le very warm, the days hot and nights exceedingly cool,

Travlied today sbout 24 miles. a grezt many ox teans camped hers
o, [P

Sunday 15

Struck out from ths rivar this morning over the mountaine. This
passage was very tedious though by no means difficult The road is
solid steep in many places and sometimes very rocky. from the
highest point of these mountains you can leok back many miles over
the Valley of M==y's Riyer, T saw some 50 different trains
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itterally jammed full of wayggens- we
oned In the Vslley after having pass

ins istance is fravied over without a drop of
water we found water for our mules in a ravine to the ri
the road shout 200 yards, and for counkling r‘“_-JnR it fIr»om
g some 3 or four feet in the bottom of a small ravine.
very good here Bryants train of packs passed us, ahout 1
animals. also passed us, several waggna* -
miles after dinner and encampesd on a small hranch o
here we found the water olear colad and dellcious- Thers sagag 50
or 60 waggons encamped in this wvalley, grass not good We made 22
miles today, Mr. Stewart Improving very muchk though he is still
guite slck The weather is very warm, excessively sc

:
Lra "’nﬁ 2
the mounta

the river

Monday 16th

Left our camp wary early tlils morning {n arder to get off in
advance of the many teams that now surround us on svery hand we
here again left the river. This is a new road made by the Morhane
this spring in consequence of not being able to cross Mary's

River. 10 miles from where we left the River we came to a most
delightful spring of cool water This after drinking the warm,
disagreeable water in Mary's River, was g great luxnry- Lere we
again overhauled Bryant- he is rather a rough locking customer,
thin visage sharp features etc. though an eye that denotes dicision
firmness, & guick perception- After passing the spring. we
travlied over some of the rockiest road I ever saw- in 10 miles we
arrived at the River again here we nooned, found poor grass on
an Island remained here until 5 o'clock and again started onward.
At this point the road leaves the river again and passes over the
mountains for 10 miles where it again strikes it at the Junction of

this and the old road here we encamped for the night grass
sparce- Travled today 30 miles. ilot and dusty, fine shower at
RO, The first rain I have seen for six or 7 hundred miles

Tuesday 17th
Started at 1/° past 4
sandy, bharren desert lo

'clock this morning and passed over = dry
king place with no grass scarcely. We maide

14 miles and nponed on the bank of the River on good grase here
we remained 4 hours whilst here Bryant's company of packers
passed us, after noonlng we passed over the same dusty dry and
parched up road s=s hefore dinner *u many places, yen will £ind

gocd grass along thils Rlvser hy takl & -.tt e trouble %teo go ahead
and loch 1%t out. 0Our =fternoon dr;.s wazs ahnut 15 miles making our
whole travie toaday, 29 miles. we encamped thie evening on s bend
of the River on excellent grass Bryant is just sbove us, 3 few
packers on the other side of us =2nd an ox tra 11 bhatwesn us and the
road This trzin of *lir=e waggons laes been travling with us ever
since we left the Platte
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Wednesday 18th

Owing to the pack mules we have in charge belonging to Mr., Stewart

T was unable to get off this morning &= scaon &@s the traln of wagons-
having same troukle irn arranging the packs- afrer starting the
mules I went over o the packers camp to light my pipe, when one of
the most melancholy spectacles presented (tself T ever wltnessped-
Abput midnight lzdt nlght the mules belonging to this traln became
frighitened The guard ohserved a pan anongst them halled twice
recelved no answer and flred the hall taking =ffact at the unctlian
of the left clavicle and sternum passing through the lung- it
proved to Be one of their own men a gentleman from Baltimere, he
was an elderly man and much estesamed and respected by all hie
companions, lie hearing the disturbance of the pulez had unkaown

to the geard, left the camp for the purpese of guleting them and
not hearing the guard when he halled Xie 1i1fs pald the penalty of
his Indiscretion- he was not dead when T saw hin wes perfectly
sensibhle of his fste end entlrely reconciled he asked me 12 T
was a phyeician my name whers T was from and to what train I
belonged- begged e to sever the Jugular vein that his sufferings
might terminate as spedily as possible- Such feelings =5 was
produced upon s=seinig that man in the fu)l vigor of life calmly
staring death !n the face, T hope never agaln to possess- We
travlied over a barrepn plaln this morning for about 1€ mlles nothing
growing upon 1t excspt sage which Is here found 4n abundance- four
miles Farther on in a Yend of the River we found good grass wher

we nocntef, Bryant's company have been In sight behind us z11}
morning and zre now encamperd about 3 miles behind us- we nonned
Yere three hpurs and travled on over very dusty roads. We saw
several abandened waggons 4oday, lhroken down our travel today was
about 28 miles- we are now encamped in a Yend pf the River on
good grass, here from some packers whe came up we learnad that the
cause of Bryant's delsy was the death of one of hls men, = young
man from Doulsville, by the name of Bryson he complained =
Jittle when le started rode on and got into a waggon beleonging to
the train for the purpose of hauling the sick and in a few moments
aypired his disease was supposed to be nf *he Heart-

Thursday 19th

Left early this morning and travled over fine roads dust excepted
12 miles, when we nooned on good grass., The grass generally on
this river is very poor but by taking 2 1ittle palne good gress can
always be found for a small *raln, Qur travelling companions of
the catile train agaln overtonk and nooned with us-* We nooned 2
hours and again was on the tiresome road The weather is
excessively hot and the dust intoleral:le we travled today about
25 miles and encanmped in a bend in the river o good grass-

* fmargin note) ( ? ) D. of Marcelline
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Friday 20th

Dur camp was argused last night in conceguence of ar alarm and
stampede of our mules- We did not put but one man on watch at =
time, and 1/2 half psst 11 o'click he gave the alarm that the mulas

were off- We jumped up instantanesusly, succeded In ‘*fchfﬂg spme
got aroond others and after coite considerahle time got them 211
pacified- The affright was caused by a man 2n horeeback gallaping

past our camp. who he was where he wae gning whether an Indian or
wliite man wass more thap any could tell The general impression
hawever was that he was whilte and had stalen the horse his having
died or been taking 5y the Indlans. at an early hour we was onhce
more upon the romd. 1/2 mile from our camp the . road turns ro th
right, over or through the mountains for 8 miles when it aga

striltes the River- This portion of the rnad is sandy and Hur“b
Nat 2 spear of grass or d:cp uf water We traveled down the Q‘ver
about 11 miles and nooned on a very pretty hottom which was almost
entirely covered with an zlkalline 5uua "'e, szluratus beling the
principle Ingredient- The water 1s ongly impregnated wﬂth it
which renders it almost unfit for nse. fmdead we QI not suffer
our animals to have any here- we remained here 3 hours and
nroceeded down the valley five miles and encamped for the night on
a beautifyl piece of grass near the foot of a large mountsin Qur
travie folsy was 23 miles— weather warm.

L

it D

Saturday 23et

Started at our usual hour this nmorning and proceeded down the River
and over sand ridges until 1 o'clock when we encamped Ffor noon on
poor grass- Our drive this morning was longer than usual. The
road after passing down the River 7 miles from where we encamped
the evening previous struck ouw! over a sand ridge we thinking it
no more than a mile or so to the River and it being rather too soon
to stop concluded to go on but found we had caught a tartar . it
was much farther than we anticipated- a number of paclkers passed
us today- Our evening drive was also lengthy. ¥No grass could be
found on this side of the River and we could not get our mules
over, in consequence of the muddy rough bank. we encamped for the
night on the brink of a high sand ridge and drove our mules down

the 3recipice to a small bottom where we found poor grass. Sevarz?
companries of packers were also =ucamped hers We *travled today 24
miles-

Sunday 22nd

Drove up harnessed and was off thls morning before six o'clock.
Our road continued over sand ridges awsy from the river for 12
miles. Sometimes the dust and sand weould zlmast suffocate us- we
left the road about 1 o'clock and drove down to the River. hera
we swam our mules over and found plenty of goed grass- e
remained here until 6 o'clock in ths svening caleculating to make a
night drive in order to pass a 20 amlls streach Just hafore



arriving at the sink without grass our watar- we learned from sane
ox trains who are encamped her

e that the road leaves the River !rn 2 m!les =2n® does not strilke it

again for 22 miles This determined us to make 2 night drive- we
had but little difficulty in swimming our mules over the River I

gwanr 1Y some doven times- 2t 5 o'zlock we drove them back, and at
siyv i

were on the march again, no teams pessing us whilst laying by

b

Monday 23

Cur information yesterday about leaving ths River nroved Lo ke
untrue- about dark we met a man belonging to ar ox train hack,
who had been looking out the road he told us we 2id nat lesve
the River for 15 miles, as he had been that far. Thus determined
to stop, we did so about 10 o'clock on a small spot of parched up
dry grass-— After picketing our mules and placing out a guard we
gathered each of us a Buffaloe roke, and tumbled down close by our
waggons to seek the sweet repose so necessary for both man and
beast when tired- Nor were we kept long in waiting. soon the wide
extended arms of Morpheus had us all in his close embrace and never
did I enjoy a more pleasant night of sweet repose in my life-

found this morning a small spot of grass in a bend of the river
tpon which we suffered our mules to graze until 7 o'clock, when we
harnessed up and was once more on the march- We traveled until

2 c'clock over a sandy barren desert not a single spear of grass to
be seen during our whole drive if we have not been for several

days travelling through a desert I know not what cne is- we drove
our mules one mile to the River, where we found a very little grass
here we thought beest to run 25 vntf! tomorrow- our night and day

drive 28 miles

Tuesday 24th
Our road today has been over the same sandy desert that it was
vesterday. Nothing but sand and Jdust If ever T was heartily
sick and tired of anything in life it is of this almost
insufferazble road I have sometimes thought that all the gold in
California could not induce me to return by this route. all who
think to make it a pleasure trip will find themselves sadly
mistaken- it ie one of continual toil and labor No man can
possibly perform more actual labor in the States than each of us
performs on this trip You are arroused at 2 o'clock in the
morning The first thing is to turn loose your mules Tuging
hauling pulling at a stubborn mule until you are almost worn out
Then a fire is to be made water to get not infregquently a mile off.
This evening a mile and three-fourths after “reakfast which
consists of hard bread, hot coffee and fat Bacon Yyou commence
harnessing. Then comes the tug of war, pulling hauling driving

r mules te your waggon- I sometimes think the

= would become angry and vexed even swear a
1ittle som = st think, if not speak the oath- If I =
ever agaln ashed " what will try a nan's patience ” T will

anyway to get you
:

- 11
most setient =mind
= s B

L]
r3



anawer, A little" stud mele,” They are the most vexatious things I
have ever in my whcle life met with- Toil toil from morning to
night and then standing sentinel hzalf thHe night is the emmigrant's
daily routine. It Is enough to k!1} arnyone, hut thanks ts good
fortune and hard work ocur Journey is now almost coxpl=te 250
miles farther will bring us to the Golden haniks of the Szacramentn,

#nd then if ever z poor tired worn down sinner tool sweet resé, it
will Ye myself, We travieg today until 2 o'claock making sbout 18§
miles. laft our waggons at the road and draove our mules on= and
3/4 miles to the river where zmongst some willows we found +the hest
grass we llave seen for scome =ix oy eight days. here we thought to

remain two hours and proceed to the Sink some six or eight miles
farther on but finding the grass so mich Yetter than we anticlpated
thought it most prudent tn vemain here until tomorrow as we would
be necessarily compelled to recruit our mules a little hefore
entering the 46-mile desert, which we do immediately after passing
the Sink- From packers, we learn that the great 2ulk or rush of
emmigration is one hundred and fifty (150) miles in our rear.
Therefore there is no absolute necessity for us tec Ye in such a
hurry-

Wednesday 256th

Drove our mules up at daylight this morning and =ftsr getting a
little blte %0 eat hitched up and proceeded onward, we travled
over a fine road except dust- 10 miles and came fc a deepn ravine
or bed of the river. here we found a spring of clear cold water,
though strongly impregnated with sulphur. from this spring we all
tock a hearty drink. after leaving our camp this morning we agzain
came to the River in 4 miles. here we left it and did not see
water or grase for £ miles when we found the spring- we here were
in hopes of reachlng the Sink today from the appearances of
surrounding chiects and proceedsd onward with renewed vigor. Not
finding grass or water we travled on until two o'clock, here we
found some 3 or four men encamped on the road side, who had come up
in advance of thelr train to look out the road and were waiting For
tham %o come up, They had dug a well from which we ohtsined sons
water barely drinksable. They Informed ue the Sink was 15 miles
distant and at the end of 10 miles we would £lnd & 1i1ttle grass and

\ n

2 well ¢f water- we nocned hare on poor grass and hitched up in 2
hours after stopping, for the purpose of praoceeding to the Sink

we found the well zbout & o'clock and encamped for the night
Travelling twenty miles- we passed many abandeoned waggons today
some broken Jown znd others lef! on account of teams belnmg unable

to haul! them

Thursday 26"
Moved down the road
grass, Liers we
concluded to star

e morning one and a2 half miles tu better
= until 2 o'clock at which time we
== the desert, we were fairther from tle

o
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Sink however than we anticlpated and did not start scross vatil 7
a'elock p m- The S€ink of the Masry's River 1s one of the seven
wonders 1t inpmediately disappears In the sand, for severs) milaes
glove, the hottom 1s covered with rushes and small lakes from which
a most disagreealle oidor !z em!itted The water camnot be used =t
all, It 15 harely ﬂ“nnahip for mules. The only water here €1t for
use 1s obtained from wells dug hy emmigrasts, and that is so
disagreeahle that only to prevent perishing could I drink it at all
Nathing cogked here conld I eat- we started across the desert at
7 o'¢lock In the evaning This is truly a desert, In nany places
as far as the eye can reach nothing prssents to vilsw bhut 3 barren
plain gs destitute of vagetation = the hard Leaten road for 12
miles cur read was wvery good here we came to Sa2lit creelk the
wat=r lowever is unfit Ffor sven stock Many mules and cattle have
died frop drinking it and we were cautloned by numercus notices not
to lat our znimals partake of thie water- aduics which we strictly
£5tlowed- 2t 2 o'clock we halted one hopr and 2 half to rest our

miyles, here Capt. Prichards was ¥ind encugh to let me have a few
gquarts of corn for our mules which greatly revived them- We
travled on

Friday 27
until 6 o'clock guite glihly, when we entered a deep sand which
sortinved unt!l we reached the river a distance of 2 miles iz

is the hardest portion of the whole road. at 10 o'clock we gave
our mules about 1 gallon of water eack, zl1l we could haul This
gave them new life and onward we travled. o0ut of 4 waggons that

started through with us, only two reached the river that day ours
and Capt Prichards. We saw mules and cattle every few hundred
vards victims of the desert. we passed some 20 waggons which were
unable to proceed fartlier, their teams giving out. They unhitched
and drove them to water where they are now recruiutirg. Not
drinking any nor eating anything for several days, T was almost
dead This has been the hardest the most trying time of my life.
I walked a good deal throuy the hot sand until I became completely
exhausted when I mounted a mule and left the train & proceeded to

the River 3 miles distance. when I arrived I thvaw myself off the
mule and ran to the water, & how delicious was that draught of warm
river water T thought 1t excelled any I had ever dran¥ Iin my
life- I was cavtlious but with all my caution I drank too much, it
maﬂp me deathly sick, from whi‘“ however T goon recovered T wonld
ot agaln cross baft for pne thousand dellars Our teams arrived

in due time considersbly fjarrﬁ though not mo much as T expectad

thny would he- ur w g;»“ w=s the =seccnd waggon th&r Erossed the
Sesert without having to stop and send $n thelr snimnals to
recruit we found 2 most Iovely shade and good g?asa.

By 2 o'clock, our mules were 311 quistly feeding and we wers
regting ander the fiest heautiful Cottonwoed tres whicl afforded =
luxurlous shade These are the first trees I have seen for 600
milacs-

s |
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Saturday 28
Enjoyed & night of good repose though T wis one of the guards- We
&l]l slept late thls moraing not intending to travel today. Sone
mundyred perzons I presume arrived here today The most woebegone
lcoklng people you ever saw almost famished Thera is here s
mtineal bustle and stir men coming in others taking water ont to
thelr suffering companions. Ko one can tell tha dilstress and
suffering on this degert we proaceeded up the river (Carson's H.)
about four or five miles late this evening in erder to lock out a
more convenlent and pleacsant camping place that we found sfter a2
short drive- in & pretty level bottom 2 lowely grave of
cottonwoond tyrees, affording vue a most Fa2lightful stHade, 7T this
bottom there ars I presume onhe hundra? pmen resting themselves and
recrulting thelyr animsls Tndians I Nave seen none hers though
thers has been several animals kiltasd by them These Indians (the
Tont Dlggers) are & cowardly race and will 2o you no onssible
injury unless they can do it sneakingly Nne man can ke=2ap 50 of
them at bay They a-e mast distressed natisn living almost z2lone

-
upon Ropts. If they can unperceived =lip up z=nd shoot an arrow
into an ox or mule so as to disshble 1% so muck thaet it will he left
they will do it in order to get the carcass for foed- We have

watched our mules closely and so long as we do it there is no
danger bubt as certsin as we hucome negllgenht we are sure to los=2

= = -

our snimals The weatlsr Is Wwars

Sunday 29th

Today we resfed ovr mules on good grass. This delightful shade is
a lumury greater than any we have met with since starting, a day
epent in camp is one of no little interest to the emmigrant- The
teil and fatigue whicl: he must necessarily endure entirely and
perfectly fits and gualifies him for rest and when the day arrives
how gladly he finds it. we intended remaining here two days but
learning from those encamped here that we have another sandy desert
of 15 miles to pass over without grass or water thought it most
prudent to travel that streatch tonight and again rest tomorrow
accordingly about dark we started and found, as had been told us,

that we had a desert to pass over The moon shone brightly, which
made our travel guite pleasant. we arrived at the River zbout £

o'clock in the morning, fastened our mules to the waggons and
turned in fully qualified to do justice to the few remaining hours
till daylight. We 4id not strike our tents but each took a blanket
or Buffaloe robe and threw himself upon the dusty sand and soon was
Tost In the guiet repose of sleep- The =v=ning was cool We
travlied some 20 miles across the desert-

Monday 30th

Nur camp was aroused early this morning, we econ harnessed up and
proceaded up the River about 1/4 mile to a delightful grove of
Caoltonwond tress where we turned out =5 drove our mules across

)
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the Rive found good grass and turned them loose for the day
agsin the joyous sweets of a day of ra28t was sxperiensed. 1% was
guite amuusing to ses our hHoys all rﬂmfnrtag T and g juletly slesping
in the cool delightful shade, occaclionzly distiurbed b the warm
rays of sunshine as they p-)u‘"w‘ El:r-; gl the BLranches "f the %al}
Co tFPJNOO**. to see them pErtiglly srovsed and half =leeping,
kalf waking hauling their riobes to @ more shady spot affordsd no
11ktle amussment to the less sleepy headed or mere Iindustrious
portion of our camp- in such a manner was the day spent. Our

guarde posted at dark- Myself making one of them- during the

night, there were numerous arrivals, waggons and packers and saome
oxX teams all having had so good a foretaste of a desert that they
determined to pass all future ones in the night, hence the reason
of such a nusber arriving here during the night-

Tuesday 2lst

We were informed here that we had another lszert of 15 miles to
cross which however preved %o be instead of 15 at least 25 without
a single spear of grass or drop of water- The road is passakly
good sand excepted some six or eight miles very heavy sand, Whlnh
when it becomes hot is excessively fatiguing hoth to man and nmule
We arrived again at the River abhout 3 o'clock and encamped
immediately on its bank in the shade of some very large Cottonwcod

trees. here appears to be another place of general overhauling
from the various articles found strewn over some acre or two of
ground- Waggohs harness Clothing eatc, here we alsc faund a

nunter of packers encamped and before night our l1ittle grove of
Cottonweods: presented g;ite a thorpughfare Iin consequence of the

arrival of any nani:fy of smmigrants We found tolerable gﬂhﬁ
grass on the qucs.he slde of the Rlvar 1/4 wile below on &hich we
tarned our mules. 2 niles 2bave on the sanme ,fﬁn of the river is
excellent grass. here I discovered an old trail made by the

Mormons. This inspired me with renewed courage as for several days
I had been much depressed in spirit in consequence of travelling a
road none of us knew anything about a road that the Mormons made
early this spring in consequence of the high waters. This I
learned from some packers who had just overtzken us.

August

Wednesilay i1st

Left our camp in good sesgcn this morning and proceeded up the
river through sand 8 miles when the road had the appearance of
lJeaving the River and striking over the Ridge. here we concluded
to noon as it was near the hour and not knowing how soon we might
find the River or water again, we remained here 2 hours and started
again quite refreshed- This portion of the road is the worst I
have seen, it is not only hilly but rocky. The face of the
country presente 2 sandy harren sterile appearance with here and
there = dried-up cedar bush- On evary side high mountains meet
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the eye, szome of which have snow caped peaks. These we tock to he
the Sierra Wevada Mountains we are now 1t is supposed, within
one hundred mliles of Sutter's Forte, which informatiion I do hope
to be correct we travled this evening about nine miles and came
to the River Jjust before dark here we found some (Chio boys and
encamped near them, putting our animals with theirs and guarding
together. we found good grass about 3 acres This was surrounded
by the river on one side and a slue on the otler The slue was
thickly hedged with willows formimg a complete pen aor pound The
grass was fresh, not havlng hesn eaten off before; heve pur mules
fared bounteously-

Thursday 2nd

TLeft our camp this morning &t 6 o'clock and slowly proceeded up the
Rver over sometimes sand and sometimes Rock crossing numerous
little mountain streams of clear, cold water, which we found very
refreshing. This is a beautiful valley some 8 miles In width, T
should judge 50 in length, well supplied with good grass, and
walled in on either side by high ragged mountains- Those *o the
right however are much the highest, and studded thickly with pine-
we are now encamped for noon after travelling 14 miles on s
beautiful spring branch which preceeds immediately from a snow capt
[capped] mountain 1/2 mile to our right- This mountain is almost
as high as the eye can see. The perpendicular ragged rocky
appearance 1s novel picturesqgue and sullen. we travled about 10
miles this evening, passing over a delightful road. we were
endeavoring to reach a kanyon in sight for two or three days and
which we supposed at first sight to be 12 miles., This we thought

nf reaching for noon hut was disappointed- we were also deceived,
for it was impossible to reach it tonight we passed today a hot
spring I have since seen several warm springs on the road, but
this proved to be a hot one its water being hot enough to scald
your hand We traveled 24 miles today and encampsd near = slue on
fine grass In company with *he Ohio boys got water in the
mountains.

Friday 3rd _

Again we were on the march sarly this morning The steam arising
from the kot springs is very perceptible, it resembles dense

Foey This I= nne of the great curiosities. The mouth of the

kanyon appeared just ahead of us. Its appearing so near ianduced us
to persevere in hopes to get there for noon, but alas, we were
doomed to disappointment- we traveled on until 2 c¢'claock,
fatigued and completely worn out, but the luring view that met our
eyes on entering this kanyon compensated for all the fatigne we
encountered since we came in sight of it. The pass is some 200
yards wide, surrounded by Rocky ragged mountains the height of
which may be guessed at from the following incident. Soon after
our arrival, Heaton proposed asscending the side of the mountain



to its summit jin order to see If he could not discover the
Sacramento Valley The idea was hHooted =t 25¢ was proposed to
be given if he would accomplish what he proposed Accordingly
after dinner he started and in some 2 or 2 hours, with much
difficulty, succeeded in galrning the point started for. his siz
from this elevated position was that of a small child- he did not
look to be more than one foot in hight. The sides of the mountain
here and there stuck in the Rock as also the valley is found the
most beautiful pine in the world The trees are the largest cof any
kind I ever saw They are straight and tall some of them T shkould

think 120 feet high- we remained hers 211 everling recrulrling good
graes Travled 20 miles today-

Saturday 4th
Started this mormning through the kanyon- Now our troubles
commence You are at one time ascendiag a perpendicular
ecipice. o2 few moments you commence its decent which seems
ss practlicable If pessible than the ascent You are now
arting over a ateep decent and the first thing vou khnow youn will
almost thrown from your s=at by the wheel running over s large
rock— bot the diffliculties of thls trip cannot he deseribed
suffice to say that the woirst roads ! the world can't beaat then-
About half way through the kanyon we met a party of Mormons
returning from the gold diggins. There were about 25 in nunber
including men women and children-— T saw 2 or 3 very pretty and
intelligent girls, one in particular. the was exceedingly pretty.
Meeting such a girl and in such a place produced feelings better
imagine:l than described. we had great difficulty in passing their
train which consisted of 12 waggons. This gave me an opportunity
of conversing with her a good deal and I must confess that I made

gquite a figure playing the gallant away here in the mountains half

dressed that is in shirts and pants- Shoes or hat has not been
for & long time in the list of my wardrobe., She gave me 3 gengral
description of the country the miner's [ife etc, by the way I
spent an lhour or so most delightfully with her and so completely
had her sweet soft hland tones found the answer to my heart that I
deeply siticerely regretted parting with her- we at length after 2
day's labor of hr'ﬁ and ‘z'!;ni:; toll reached the valley cn ths
spposite slde of the mountain. This valley ls wvery prnductive. it
L

shounds with high and bezutiful grase, a fine mmuntain strean
running through it planty of pine for fuel In fact it produaces
evary Ilnducement for the traveller to halt and refresh nhi m*mlf-
We arrived here about four o'eclock, travelling only 5 mile

Sunday 5th

Started at & o'clock this =orulng arrived at the foot ©f the
mountaln abowet 10, here we encamped !n order to lat 2= ox train
ascand the mountsin out of our way, ‘itere we ghod nur mules and &t
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2 ~'glock were rs=ady to start. The ascent !5 very steep for 3/4
pff a mile. we snccseded In getting twy of sur waggons up the
mountain by sundo This was accomplishad by attaching 14 mules
to the waggon. The pulling was very hard and difficult in
conseguance of gh ns and large rochk. when we attalined the

th our second waggon, it was too late to
ce the reason we left 1t- We drove our
millee *we miles and found exesllent grass-— The westher on the
mountain !s ccld, cold-
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Monday £th

Succeeded thiis morning in getting our last waggon up by 10 o'clock
and was soon on the marchk. The road is miserzble, mud, rock and
x1lls we went until late in the evening getting to Lake Valley a
distance of only 6 miles here we encamped on good grass. This
is another recruiting place- At this place we met a Mr, Hastiags,
he who conducted a train out to California from Mo in 1843 He
was expecting to meet his brother who however had taken the other
roaéd by Truckee river, as he learned from some packers who came up
before we left. Mr. Hastings is quite a gentleman in appearance
and possesses a goodly share of information of almest any kind- by
orofession, a lawyer-— great encouragement was given by him-
distance, 80 miles- The prospect of so speedy a termination of
our long toilsome and tedious journey, elated us all and for once
at least ths countenances of all in camp wore = cheerful appearance

Tuesday Tth
Hitched up a2nd started this morning in good time and better

spirits, *hinking to resch the E! Dorado by Saturday night. The
reason why we set the time for traveling 80 miles in § days, was we
were in the mountalns where It was continually up hill apd Jdown
sometimes making only 2 ar 2 mlles per day The asscant aof the
mountalins this morping was very steep but not J1fflcult, it is

about three mile= €rom fte Mase to $ts summit, where we arrived

about 11 o'clock here we nooned we are now on the summit of
the Sierra Nevada Mountains our road now is down nill &ll the
way. Not meaning however, we have no more asscents to maks, for
indeed we since leaving our npon camp have asscendsd a very high
and steep arm, but that the descen®t !s greater than the asscent,
we travied 10 miles today and encamped in Rock Valley, found good
grass

Wecdnesday 8th

Left early this morning and travled over =ome very high mountains.
The road over which we travled today is elevated above the level up
the side about 8500 feet. here tlie mountsins are sovered with the
nmost heautiful pine forest swvar seen- Trees from 3 to 18 feet
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in diameter and from 150 to two hundred feet high. we travled to
what we supposed was leak Spring, situated 1/4 mile to the laft of

the road. here we found excellent water and plenty of leaks.
These are a wild vegetahle ressepbling the onion. They are guite
delicious We made a fine dinner nf them. 2after dinner we drave 3
miles and found that we had bpen mistalen in the spring. It was
the same side of the rosd, but farther on. we ancanped for the
night at 2% teday wa passed the graves of thres Mormons,
ploneers who were lecating this new road last spring They wers
surderad and bhuried aon the night of the 27th June, 1848 This
spring fs 3 general place of camping and & very good place It is
too water fine How far wé travellsd todzy we can't =21 on
account o2 the mlstale In our noom camp but in the last 2 days we
have travied some thirty miles. we utopsr this evening sometime
before night and found good ;rass one and 1/2 miles off.

Thursday 9th _
Having +o mzke 25 miles today without grasse we made guite an early

start. 10 miles aver & rough road brought us to Camp Creek a
famous waterling place Wut without grass lere we gave our mules
water filled our canteens and proceeded on our way rejoicing. The
road tcday has been exceedingly fine hills excepted we

discovered for the first today the root the Indians are so fond of-

This Is a large root having a bulb whos covering nmuch resembles a
cookanut. it to me has a very offensive smell it is found here
in abundance- I had like to have forgotten an important item in
the proceedings of today- In bringing in our mules this morning T
was before with our bedding- when about one mile from camp T
discovered 2 fine deer, I immediately slipped of my mule drawed up
my old Ganzer- pulled away and hored one throug distance of 300
yards-— I borrowed a pocket knife butchered him shouldered him up,
and proceeded to camp. Thie baing the €irst deer %illed by ow

company it was received wlth 2 shout of pleasure- We made a most
delicious breakfast and rarefully stored +he remainder away for
another fsast. we got Into camp ahout davk here we found same
twenty waggons., Thie 15 another place for recruiting and allmost
everyane staps here at least one day- We found ygrass tws and =
1210 miles fo our left In a valley-~ water shont 1 mfle

Friday 10th

Remained here today recvruiting and cutting grass for our miles,
The wvalley in which we found the grass ls ahout one mfle in width
4 S

and three or four in length This Is coveraad with the most
luxurlious grese 2 or ¢ feet high, Hay making is carried on here
nost extensivelsy That Is they ara a great mumher employed in
cutting grase This Is the last gress you can find until vyou
reach the valley of the Sacramento- distance 28 miles



Saturday 1ith

Having panked up our grass atd stowed it away last evening we were
prepared toc take an early etart this morning- we found tolerabls
gond roads today travied abou! 10 miles and nooned in a heautifal
pine shade here we gave our animals some of the grass we cut
yesterday took lunch ourselves and about two hours rest- at this
place we first discovered marks cof civilization, a large pine tree
had bessr, cut down, sawed off in proper lengths for shingles.
Several pl=ces were blocked ont and stacksd up as they da staves.
Thiz Indeed ws= s charming sight to our l1ittle party not having

seen any marks of civilization for months- after an hour or twe's
rest we started agaln and travied over a delightful road through
very pretty valleys untll about 3 o'clock In the evening. T was
walking 4n advance of the train wher: T discoversd from a turn iIn
the road a cabblin, it was Impossible te describe the feelings
produced by this sight. after a long tedious march throug planes
and deserts over hills and mountains the flrst (ndlcatlon that our
Journey was terminating was a source of nuch gratification teo all

our little party we waved our hats and gave three hearty cheers
for honpr of the log cabbin, This esbbin Is situsted on a small
gtream callad Weaver's Creek here last £311, extensive dry
diggins were found I saw a numbey of persons, mostly Indians at
wotk here- Ve &id net tarry long at this place however helng
anxious to get to Sutters Mill on the American fork of the
Sacranento- Three miles from Weaver's Creek we came to a small

place =ome 6 houses. This is called Hang Town from the fac® that a
cshort time

end of *he diary
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rently someone Interruptzd Dr, THomas in the middle of =

ence could he --- ago some robbers were hanged from a large oak
tree In the center of town for stealing geld dust from a merchant,

2
t

cte off the dlary again. The probable ending of his uncompleted
t

Three versions of how Hangtown recelved Its name =re glven In the
"History of El Dorado Ceounty, Califarnia" by Pacie S8ipli and are as

follows:

Version 1 as guoted hy Judge Grimshaw cf Davlor's Ranch:

"Allow me to give you the true version. In the summer of 1848,
three ranchers residing in what is now Sacramento County,

William Daylor, Jared Sheldon and Perry McCoon, with a nurmber of
Indians in their employ, were mining in Weber Creek at a point of
2bout one hundred yards below the crossing of the road leading from
Diamond Springs to Placerville. One morning the vaguero, who had
charge of the cavalda (tame horses) informed his employers that he
had discovered some new dry diggings; exhibiting at the same time
some specimens of gcld which he had picked up. One of the white
men went to the place, indicezted by the Indian, but found the
diggings were not sufficiently better than those on the creek to
Justify them moving their camp. When prospectors came along they
were referred to the new locatiion, wlhiich up to January, 1842, went
oy the name of the "014 Dry Diggings."

"One night during that month, three men were in a saloon, tent oar
hut at the 014 Dry Diggings, engaged in a game of poker. In due
time one of the party got 'broke.' The proprietor of the place was
fast asleep. The one who had lost his money suggested to his
companions that he had gold dust on hand, and proposed that he
shourld be robbed. The proprietor was awoke, a pistol presented to
his head, and tcld to disclose the whereabouts of his hidden
treasure. Thieg he 414, the rohbers dlvided the spoil, threatened
the saloon keeper with certalin death If he disclosed anything shout
the mattar, znd resumed thelr game

"The next day the szaloon keepar mustered courage to ftell some of
his friends abput the robbery, tha affalr hecame noised about; the

1§ S

three men were arrested, trisd hy the miners, sentenced to be
flogged, and the judgement s=xacutad with the prompiness which
characterized that kind of oriminal procedure The erimlnals were

then ordersd to leave., Tna few davs two of the men, under the
Influence of whisltey, want ahout the camp, intimating that the men
who were engaged in the trial) were 'spotted, ' that they would not
iy to £flog another man, eltc.

"A mesting was callad, the two men weve arrested and hung on the
leaning ogk trae In the hay yard belaw Elstner's El1 Dorado Saloan,
the gsame tree on which afterwards other malefactors explated their
crimes.

"For many years the camp went by the name of Hangtown, to
distinguish it from other dry diggings."
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Version 2, as guoted by E. N. Stroud, for long years g cltizan ¢
Bl Dorado County:
"In 1848 and the early part of 1849, Placerville and surroundings

were known as '0Old Dry Diggings.' At that time there were

organized bands of desperadoes, with signs, passwords znd grips,
and with chiefs and lieutenants, who lay In wailt Ip and around the
mining camps, ready for plurider and murder, either for gain or for
revange., Muriders and pobbarles were Fraguent along the branches of
the South and Middle Forks of *hy American a al

S - s

their way to the mining camp nn tHe north

01d Dry Digdings, now Placervills., A Pranc er

post ln Log Cabln mavine--now Bedford ave--was hnown o have
considerable gold he was gelected by the 'Owls'-—-the sanme
of the organizari ctim to be rebbed. Four of hils
hand, composed of ona2 Mexican a2nd two Franchmen, made
2 descent on the ‘ the marchant of hls gold 2ust and
suGh other valuskles =a: . nted while the owner Was powerless

to resist; but the robbers were marked men from that moment. The
Frenchman gave the slarm and the vigilantes started in pursuiut of
the robhers, who were captured, brought to trizl, condemned and
gxeciuted, except one of the Prenchmen, who escaped after sentence
had been pronounced. The execution took place under a white oalk
tree of gigantic size that stood on the south bank of Hangtown
creek, now the northwest corner of Msin and Coloma streets, on
February 12th, 1849. GCGeorge G. Blanchard's hrick huilding covers
the stump of the tree. W. T. Sayward, Esqg., of San Francisco, who
was Deputy Prefect for the 01d Dry Diggings at the time, declared
that murder was clearly proven against the culprits, as well as
robbery. Their bodies were buried on the north side of the creek
The Mountain Democrat's office was subsequently erected over their
graves, =sad sald paper published there for more than itwenty years.™

Version 3.

"In the third version--the soubriguet of '"Yangtown,' by which
Placerville was at one time only known, and which is now
infrequently applied--had its origin in the hanging by a mob, in
1849, of two Frenchmen and a Spaniard, to an oal tree at the
northwest corner of Main and Couloma streets. The victims had bean
arrested for highway robbery on the Georgetown road. While being
tried by a jury of citizens for this offense, and while it was
still douvbtful what penalty would Ye inflicted on them, an officer
from one of the lower counties arrived, in search of *he
perpetraters cf 2 lhorrible nurdsr 40 his section, and at once
recognized two of them aes the murderers for whom he sought. This
at once settled their fate. Death was decreed and the zaentence
carried out immediately at the place and in *he mamnner =
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the 1883 "Hlstiore of
ae follows:
ed hetween Cazcramento
> ) r1'4- -~ - LE - - -
J"’P'"‘J town, 1 = ‘:f'sge

from COIOma to Georgetown wh1oh was united however, with the
former line soon after. Another line of stages owned and managed
by Dr. Thomas and James Burch, establi shed as the 'California Stage
Company' in 1851, running from Georgetown by the wey of Pilot Hill
and Salmon Falls to facramento, with a branch line from %zlmon
Falls to Auburn. When the Sacramento Valley Rajilroad was finished
to Folsom thls stags line run %o connsct with the railroad at
Fplaeam; he sold to Thomss Opr."

Page 186 contains another guote:

"AR saw -mill was erected near Greenwood Valley in 1851 by
Wm. Harris in co-partnership with Stephen Tyler, C. Foster and

John Gleason. The Penobscott House, one of the oldest public houses
and stopping places in the townshlp, owned by I. Myers, fron 13:1
to 118854, sold to Page & Lovejoy, who also bought Doctor Thomas

line of stages from Georgetown to Sacramento hy way of Pilot Hill
and Salmon Falls.™"
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Way Bill of Qlstances camping places etc,

The Zest Route t¢ the Gold Mines

Fram the Hot @prings which Is distant fram the Grsat Szlt Lake,

218 miles down the Valley .... E O IR RV N IS NP (SR e LY T Sr TRt

Good Canmping Places, none of ‘hem more than 10 miles zpart.

id e ¥ 87T

Thence to a branch of Mary's River ........ e s 3 TR
N through a kanyon, fine warm springs ......c..ice0un . ¥
i crossing the branch 9 times ......... ... ... v ivese...8
" to Mary's River (good camping =11l 1lnng) ...... vaeenme D
" to Martin's Fork (good camping all along)........... . .60
" Over a hill through a canyon to where you aga'n

strike Mary's River, good camping ..... . ww ws wl VD
L To & pass in the hill where you cross the river

to good camping 2l 2loDg s er i s naie T2
Y To the next crossing (good Camping) ... vcvevucraeac..46
" Over 2 divide without grass or water ............ . oot L
" Thence to a second or lower crossing on

Mary's River (good camping} ....o...:. X G uw aie 4 @ e e 18
1 To the lower crossing place on the river

GrEBE SCAYER i ean't KSs~ =8 i B L T L T R T 2€
" To the slae pory campIng.  « c c<avivitcoan vig g » o 1.8
" To the sink of Mary's Rivar .. . .ccoseeaas 38? 20

(The best water here 1z In a elue that passes

through & bend and narvow bLluff here vou may

discover a new track on your left that Childs

intended to make which may be nearer and a

shorter distance without ( 7 }.

oy the Beltlmpre route from the Hot ;prings}
" ¥o grass and water ..... ¢ SRV w P s o pad o 20
4 To Truckee River, good campidg wols i E e sien R 2 45

The road forks at thils Dlace i.ecivmediaiviopecwmnsnys 404

You will take the left hand roal to 404

Salmon Trout River [goed camping all along) ......s+¢.25

Thence turn %o the left and cross a bend, goné camp prige « 28
3 Un the r"?ﬂ" o maes wvRle 3 BIBAY = SR Yig-a 3 W' & BT S -
u Cross a hill to the river, good camplng ...... cuaa smesll
" To Pass Creek ¥anyon, good camping every four miles .42
I Through Pass Creek Ianyor ........eo00 00 . Wt e e B
W Red Lake on the foot of the lelﬂing ridge

{good camping nearby) ..... S Y T RS SNU U R 1} |
" Lake Valley (very good camping) S seee ire A xS 5

o
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Thence ove: the highest ridge to the Rock Valley,

n

QOOR CRNEY s cataaid¥iniavie v wn un pmis gty odieid Siare Vaidtine 1'aaid e 10

Ta the Cach Springs, (gocd camping &g. by the way) ...13
To Camp Cresk, (yocr camp) .....,...................-.19

down the ridge, and tarn your animsls Inte 2 valley

2 mi. on the left with plenty aof good grass- Then ....12

o BISEEBAT VATIEY b i s d faa duiin v 24 & v os v gininy snize s o0 =309

Where you €ind the firat Gald diggins unless sone

have bYeen Jiscovered since last sumner, grase is

scarce & water plenty.

Prom the valley to.Capt. Sutter's . ....cve- Ve s s am a0 Sh

To San Francisco by t da water and good navigation .. 150
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