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Fort Kearll7' 
�y 12th., 1849 

_Yerieria7,,. azTiffd. a� thie place 1.hree lmndred thirty llilea 
f'2-om Imep«denoe eppoaite Gr&JJ..cl, Island in the Platte. We ve all wll. 
and le&Te · 1n 'ten minutes f'cr Fort 1.arude.. Yeaterda7 about ten A.V.,. & 
..r party or fii'ty' �1oux. I.nd:!ans woll mo,,mted aJJd armd oa.me aoroa• OlJr

pa� ad. 'threa-ten.a tigldl.i, We. "Wnt· lnrt· welTe man and' three .•gona •. · &a.ch 
11&J1 isook his rli'l• ana prepared., We n:arohed by the aide ot. en.a- •gt.ms, and. 
_.ent -tm-ough the _Indies. they,·being_a.ppuently ntiaf'!ed with OUJ" dstv'-· 
·mined. azmer,. oponacl. am we passed., . 'fhe.,Sioux and Pa-.neea an a1: war. This 
is .Pawl:Mle . oouzrtry iUld 'th• party, were· en an expecli-tion againa� the Jla,mee•• 
Today we bave joined tour nol"9. •gons with �een men Jiaking bae.aty eix 
men a:a:1 .. senn -wagons •. We. now � ounelvea atrong emough. It ml7 re-. 
qui� a determined Jll&nJler to °"fftlle. tbs .avage•• The cwnt17 between 
heN and: !Jld�etldenoe 1a extnmely fertile all the •7 but one nat 
prairie... llo timbe!> exoep1l cm.. tho borders of the .-trea:na •· · I ;rlsh I bad 
time to give you a hiatory of our journey.. lly lcve is WJ.bounded. Ch m!:f

dear wife believe me your e,,er Dt.ithfal husband_. your lever and •dorer •. 
Adiw1 tor tho· � fU'& morl!lg and I must close. Oh how rDV boaom het.lves 
with illeninguisbable_love. 

Cl1M'lea 



Ey Deai- !.aria; 

Fri laram.e 
June 5th., 1349 

I ffate- you a line :rrom Fon Childs 300 mil•• up the ilebnaka.;.. 
-:'lhethel" -you reoeived t-he- saJOB itt unceri:ain. From tlJllt place ft ade our 
W9.7 slowq a1'a,g am aniwd her$ "this mor.ii:ag• The valley ct the llebraska 
is £ram a to 7 :mil.ea� and a almost pon>eotly le;,el;. It ill entinly 
desti-tute � "tblbeZ'- e.xce-;,t- an cooas�acal ootton wood abrub ca ti. b&us. 
T"M wawr ia shallow nne:r J10N trAn o i"Nt deep. Th$ riTel" b01rl;aa ia. 
broad hall l -to 3 milff wide am id ecmposed enti:e� cf quiok •and. The 
-vallq 1a flanked bJr bluf'f'a tram 1 to 500 fen high. a,elc o;.- 'the• blutta 
the oount.r,- ill ursdul&tilsg but denitute of t±mber� The lluff'alo appeared 
aboui: 400 miles- up thlt rl'Yff. 7te passed ialell8e :bards. About 160 mile• 
f'ran Fort Ch114a • � -tbel South fork or tbiJ N•bn.aa 'Which._. f'ollond 
up 46 mile• am then forded &1ld. croased over to � D'ort.h �Ci-le about lS 
ml•••. At the foris tbfJ rivel" w.a S/4 of a mile wide ai:d the 11&ter trcm 1 
to 4 1'Mt dee.P• fhe •god paaaed onr sai"ely. Fort t.anaie iii lcaated 
on the point of lflncl between the tanmie river and North Fork � the 
liobre.•lr:a• It 1.s a. trading poat of the Amerioaa tul" ocmpaJ:Ly. The traders 
have squaws for thei!" w:l:vea. We pasaed a village of the Sioux Iudia;ll 
about 100 lodges 140 lid.lei back. We dela:;ed 't"Uee days to :recruit our 
��ri?&ls ao that I had a good oppori..mity to $tudy :ndian oha.ra.ater. I 
·,1isited tt:eir lodg:&s i'Z"eely. They are nado of" Buffalo s!d.na 1n the form
or a cone am have a hole on the top where th� smoke esoapea. They are
from 10 to 15 feet in dia?neter at tho bottom and are W'f"Y oomtorf;e.ble.
The S!crus are .trie23dl.y. 'l'heiz" women are prettier tha.n e.ny fem.lea among
the Indiana I ha.cl beeon seen. !boil:" r-ea-turee an delicate and they an
o.f a lightff ccmploxicn 'than the North .American !:ndiana gonenlly. Abare
all this they are vinuoua. Some of' 'tho em.grants as & groat llUJlbe• were
assembled here. wen baae enough to think me&:11ly ot -their virtutJ b� We?"e 

1ndigaantly- repulsed. In short_ tbs Sioux an a noble raoe ot 1:l&Zl net
having ye'b imbibed the Tioea of the white men. they are at war wi:tsh tho
CrO"llS whoP oountry w Jave yn. to pa.as through.. seine battles have been
fought. There are 200-aoeoteaws on the road. ·About 400 are a.head or ua.
'."le 1'.a.vo about 1900 mile• yet to b'ffel to reach Sutten Fort in California.
This w111 include tm puaage of tht mountains and will be the moS't dif'fi•
011li. pvt of the joui-ney. U:, hE&l.1.h ba:s been goocl and th& journey i..
improved it. Yothl.ng but yolll" pNtaenoe r.aa 'be8ll -wanting to nake me enjOY"
:;ryaelft lari&• I !'-.ave dretuned ot you often. Scmoti!nea I ha.TO seen you aiok
o.t the poim: of dee.th, am bavo fancied myself benft of WJ reason. At tbe
idea that you are gomg to lean me. At others (pardon m9 for lovers are
�1-::,;a:,:s jealous) I �ve eeen you prO"l'e' uni':lithful to � .t l:lbandon � and your
"7irtlle too. Ch God hov1 "JTJ'J brain m,uld �el a:t the first �?rt; of a'ffl.U8D.ing
and bcfor-9 wb:+.-t .ai, imagination -waa found not to ba a ,:oea.lity--aould I boar
-co hear euoh :n.ewis--nevar :.aria. It is :loore I believ-s who sA.ys--

�1 l:nO?T not., I oare not, if �ull'!- is in that r..eart 
! 1m0'¥ ti1w.t ! love t tee wr.atW3r ·t.:1ou art--r:

41 
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You onoe told me the.t �ou 1nmld not e.gs.in Jl'£.rry for lOVE: but f·cr· 
viee.lthe The expr.ession he.s of-ten been r.etmlled. b!"' me v.-h!!.e f<:'ll(ltl'Jl""!:: th;
•gcns e.lc:lf tl1E ·roe.cl. Could I � ·think thlt )"Otll" early lave ba& expir£d.
I would rather ne\"'el"' a[C,in see f'rienis or country. But no--your pligbt!!1
love ha.e toe> of'tcn been repled{;ed for me to doubt it. I 'ffl?.it with e.m:iet:t
to hear f'rom you a.t st. Franeiaoo. lio lotter from you yet since I le!'c;
hol!l$•-I bow you wrote.· You. eould not surfer • to we.it the a.rri'ft.l of
news through your fe.ult. I shall naen-e all the fullness of rq feelings

· · &nd strength of my love to lavish cm ,.OU. &.t my retuni. O"n what e.n cwerrlow
or aoul there will be. I •i nade to adO!'e you. Your :oe:t&l staJo b'om. tm
tim.e it rose .,..s ma.de the · cyn-oseer or 2D3"' existenoe.· Let it then be so
through 1Ue. lny God grant that I return with wealth 10 the.t it -.ks you
happy. I a.ck no taON. I a.m keeping a jOUl"D&l or the -ocmntry read and "R

will ait together' in <the parlor oorner a.nd ree.d it, yo� hea.d cm my bosO!il
a.nd 111.!f a.rm encil"'Oling ycnr neck.· That ·e.rm encirc'l!ng i.he only 1RIZIB?1 it e't"er
embra.oed ·1n love and tha.i; boeam pe.lpitating with love taserd the c:mly nm
it cner loved. · Do you &J3S'tll81' y.st to the lut? Qi wom:.n. whlt power the
Crea.tor bu 1Jmtsted with you. You tie us with a chain of gold ao sti-ong
th&t; it nner bre&ke but wh.,i,. it 1J9.2"ts· tears the he&rb out. You too bavv
a.11 -the powe�. Y� oan conr this obe.in with ru¢ or ·amLp it aaaunder e.n1
w oe.n only 1.ament. T"ne an who loves a.n I do•· .-,n nevor betra.y her to
whom he ha.$ sworn s.llegu..noe. A thunderbolt from i.aven. os.nnot; bo more
powerfttl th2.n wruld. the ottect on his C1R.O. h&.ppines.a the moment he abou.ld
die ao--I-arie. pray .for me tlat s-110()68s ma.y a.t'*34 tll 1D;_V' Tirtuoua under
te..kin,;s • •Y I m&et -� once lllOre with the smiles -of virtue nstbg ·on your
boa.ut;if'ul f'oEt.tures •. ltr rer,pects. to your fathw. mother• ·orothers. -and eisters.
Alto ::t.;, '1I'iY' own fi'iends ir you see them.

Perhaps you "W'CUld like to lmorr our manner or life. At 4� ., we 
get up" and :piokst our mules in f'Nsh &l"UG• · 7h&t cpen.tion ooas1ata i:J. 
driving -a. 11tick 18 or ·20 m�he1f lOD.g snd sl:arpentd tm;o the gro,md •. i'"ne c.tick 
1a made t..st to a· r-ope. ·�o or so feet loc.g ·-tied to & -1.es ·nook. l3reakl"o.st ia 
then ooobd. This ·-oonaists in a cup · of oof'tee • fried baoO?;, am. dry' or pilot 
b�. At s ·otclook we barness our anbala and tra'ffl ·cm. & clow alk until 
11 A.x. . The :mules ve dr1'"'1\ by & ·U&U riding the nigh wbesl JIClle ud guiding 
'the 1-.dera by lines. Ai. u. -.. piclc:.et our -DUlea in fresh grus ad aet a.boat 
�ing d.in:aer. !rhia oO?WiRa in a wp ot .oottN; -oold l>oa=I- &Dd '1::aomi or 
bufflllo J11N.t if' ·w lave .it.,· and b:Nl&d. At lli, we aga:b: mon m stopping e.� 
&. All -.1.k uxoept the lllm who ·driwa the mul� We do thia lan by�. 
Supper ccmcui;s in -tee., boiled rioe, end dried beet' or eoc!i'ish. Sametimos we 
alee .our ...-la }'Qlat&.ble 1n apple nuoe tWd oooui-aaally -.rm Ollcea U'8 balced. 
On.e or the � does the oooking. we ge.neraU,- � 'our ·rif'J.-tHS o:t O"-..:r 
ahouldera a-s we n.rch �long. - Dur1:lg the Jiigh't, ._· Jave ( w=.tohera. Fro:a S 
to ·10, 10 >to 12. 12 to E, and 2 to ,. ll&ch ·a.ii wbts hia tm-n. At present 
•en lllt:J. •i-ch•s 2 r,.ights out of S in oar" OdJJlf�• ()m> beds oamiiR of buf
falo ald.ns into the •gens for the bottC1111 &:D4 blR.keta on?" •• Oar appetites
are good, our digestiTe O?"gan& strong, and � .ie.p • .-weet.

Tbenoe n fol10'1 the North fork of the Webrukf. so 11:ilei: and the?"e 
lean it for th6 Rool::y Mountains. Ir an opportunity, i-s our. I ahe.11 -.rite 
&gain. I send thie by traYeller� from Oregon. -They e.re 1&iting and I eloso� 
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