Chorte A Httle

Fort Xearny
Jay 12th, 13849

‘*y&earm,

Yes‘burdsy we arrived at this placs three lnmdred thirty m:uec
from Indeopemisnce epposits Grand Island in the Platte, TWe are all well.
and leave in ten minutes for Fort laramie, Yssterdey about tenm i.iX,, &
war party of fifty Sioux Indisns well mounbed and armed came across our
path and tlreatened fight,. We wore Lut twelve men and three wagons. Zach
mn tock his rifle snd prepared, We marched by the side of our wagons, and
went through the Indians, they being apparesmtly satisfied with ocur deter~
‘mined mmnmer, opened and we passed, The Siocuxz and Pawnses ars et war, This
is Pawnee oountry and the party were on an expedition againat the Pawnees,
Today we kave joined four more. wagons with fourteen men maidnz twenty six
men and geven wagons. - We now think curselves sirong emough, It only ree
guires a determined mmoper to overrule the sevages. The counbry between
here and Independencs is extremely fertile all the way but one vast
praivie,. Yo timber exospt on the borders of the streams. I wish I kad
time to give you a history of our journey. Iy love is wbowmnded, Ch my
dear wife believe me your evsr faithful husband, yowr lover and adorer.
Adlen, for ths Soams are moving and I must close. OCh how my hosom heaves
with inextinguighable love.

Charles

iaria.




Fort lafaxmils
Jims Sth, 1349

iy Dear Ilaria,

I vwrote you a iine from Ford Childs 300 miles up the Hebrasim,
“hebher you received the saxe iz unsertain. From that place we rade our
way slowly almg ard arrived herd thiz moraing, The vellsy of the Hebrasia
is from 3 o 7 milos broad and iz almost perfsotly ievel, It ia ootirely
destitite of $imber excort an tocasimal sotton wood shrub cm the danis.
The water iz shallos never more tiax § et deeps The river bottam is
broad from 1 4o § miles wide and i3 composed entirely of gquiek sands The
valley is flanked by bluffs fram 1 Lo 5CO Deet high, Thek of thase biufrs
the country is wndulating but destitute of timber., Ths Buffalo sppeared
about 400 miles up the river, We passed immense herds, About 160 miles
fran Fort Childs we struck the South fork of 31w Hebrasla which we followed
tp 4% miles and then fordsd and crossed over to the leorth fork about 18
niles,. At the forb the river was 3/4 of a mile wide and ths water fram 1
to0 & feet deeps The wagong passed over safely, Fort larumie 33 loested
o, the polnt of land between the layamis river and Horth Fork of the
Neoraski., It 18 & brading post of the Amerioan fur scmmany. Tho traders
have squaws for their wives. /@ passed a village of the Sioux Indlans
about 100 lodzes 140 miles backs We delayed tires days $o recruit ocur
arvivals a0 thad I had a zood opportunity to study Tadian character. I
7igited trsir lodges freely, They arse made of Buffalo skinsg in tho form
of a cone and have & hole on the $up where the smoke escapss. They are
from 10 to 15 fset in diammter at the bottom and are very gomfortadle,
The Siocuxz are friendly, Their women arse prettier than any females ammmg
the Indimns I had befors seen, Their foaturcs ars dslicate and they are
of a lighter complsxion than the North American Indians generally, Above
all this they are virtuous. Some of the emizrants as a great number were
azaembled here, were bass enough to think meanly of their virtue but were
indigrantly repulssds In short, ths Sioux are & noble race of men not
having yet imbibed the vises of the white men., They are at war with the
{rows whese country we Iave yet to paass through. Scme battles bave been
fought. There are 200-30teams ca the rcad, Aboud 400 ere akead of us,
Tie have abcut 1900 niles yot to travel to reach Sutters Fort in Californis,
This will include the pessage of thw mowniains and will be the most diffie
eult part of the jJjowrnsye. Iy health has teen good and the jowrney las
improved it. INothing but your presence hag teen wanting to mke e enjoy
myself, larias I have dreamed of you oftesn, Sometines I have seen you aick
st the point of death, ard !mve fancied myself bereit of my remson, At the
1den that you are going to leave mee ALt others (caprden me for lovers are
almays jsalous) I kave geen you rrove wnfaithful to me, abandon me and your
virtue too, Ch Cod how my brain would reel at tho first moment of amlmning
end befors wiat vas imagination was found not Yo o a realidy=-could I bear
%o heayr such Dowse~-~nevor lAaris. It is oore I balievs who says—-~

7T Imow not, I care mo%, if guild is in that heard
T Imow lwmt I love thee whabovsr thou arte-~
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You onoe told me thet you would nst egain perry for love bub fow
wealthe The exvression hasg often been reenlled by ms vhile follcwine thr
wezone elong the roade Could I even thizk thet your esrly love had expirsl
I would rether never wrrmin see friends or cownbtrye Bubt no--your pliched
love hes too ofton been repledged for me H¢ doubt Y, I weit with anxiely
to hear from you et St, Franciscc. Lo letier from you yet since I lef%t
home~-I kuiow you wrobte. You aculd not suffer me to wait the arrival of
news through your feuli, I shell reserve all the fullness of my feelings
“end strength of my love to lavish on you et my return. Oh what an overfliow
of goul there will bes I was mrde to adors yous Your natel star from ths
time it rose was mede the cynw~omeer of my existenss, Let it them be &0
€hrough life, Iy God grant that I retwn with wealdh so thet 46 maks you
happy, I &gk no more., I awm keeping & jouwrnel eof the somtry road and ws
will zit %egether in the perlor corner and read it, youwr head om my bosom
end my erm encireling youwr neck, That err encircling the cnly wamn it ever
enbraced in lcve end thet boscn palpitating with love tomerd the anly men
it ever loved. Do you answer yest to the last? Oh wonen, what power the
Crector bes invested with you, You tie us with a chain of gold so strong
that it never breecks but when it parts tears the heart out, You tco have
ell the powers You can oover this ohain with rust or snap it assunder end
we ozn only lsmente The manm who loves &3 I Go, 0Au never betray her 4o
whor he hag sworn allegiance, A thunderbolt from heaver ognnot be more
powerful then would the effect on his own hnppiness the momeut he should
die so~-lrie prey for me thet guocess mey attend &1l wy virttous unders
tekings, Mey I meet you once more with the smiles of virtuwe resting on your
beautiful features. ¥y respects to your father, mther, nrothers, &ad sisters,
4lso to my own friends if you see them, -

Perhaps you would like to know cur mnner of life, At 44, wo
get up and pisket our mmles in fresh grags. Thet vperation noosiste in
ériving & stick 18 or 20 inshes long and sharpernal inmto the grownd. The stick
is mde fest to & rope 0 or 30 fest lopg tied to & xmles nock, Breakfnst is
then cooked, This -cousists in e oup of coffeec, firied tecen, amd dry or pilob
breeds At § ofelosk we bharness ocur animals and travel @n & slow wBlk wnbil
11 A.K, - The mmles ere driven by & mku riding the nigh whesl mzle and guiding
tho leaders by lines. &b 11, ws p.a.elw’a our mules in fresh gress and set about
prevering dinner, This congiets in & sup of coffee;, told Yesus, &nd tecan or
buffalo meet if we have it, amd breeds A4t 113, wo agair move um stopping &t
6o £11 w21k cxoept the man who drives the mules, We do this last by cwns.
Supper ccnsists in tea, bolled rice, and dried beef or sodfish, Samstimes we
meke our menls peleteble in apple savoe sud cooctsicnally werm cakes are baked,
(ns of the compenmy does the cocking, Wogemmnymm. rifles & owr
shoulders ez we rerch slouge During the night, we eve 4 wetshers, From S
tc 10, 10 to 12, 12 to 2, and 2 to 4¢ Each mRn takes his tuxms At present
eacn TRY natohes 2 nights out of § in oar compenys Oxr beds comsist of buf-
fele skins into the wagome for the bottom end blariwts over wse Owr appetites
ere good, our digestive orgens strong, and ouwr slesp, sweet,

Therse we follow the North fork of the Rebrasiz 80 milez end there
leave it for the Eocly lMountaing. If sn opportunity iz ouwrs I shall wiite
again, I send thig by travelleres from Uregone They ere weiting swd T close.

I rerein youws ¢iil dezth,

Cherles
aris -
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Tours over,





