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F.NROUTE TO CALlFOf"�NIA 

F 
�j_'?) '!.) Independence, Mo., May l, 1819. 
�)�}i 

1 
May lsC: -;pr�, 

,· 
Encf ped half a mile south of Independence, Mo. Asso�

ciated with the Tennessee Company which is composed of Wm.
C. Taylor, Jno. E. Brown, Chas. Mason, J. E. T. Harris and
myself. V!,: have agreed to each furnish c1n cgual s!-iare of the
outfit to miue together and to make an equal division of the pro� 

- ceeds of our labor at the end of twelve months after our arrival
at the diggins in California.

• I 

May 2nd.

Started for the plains. Encamped south of Independence
at Mr. Rice's, cousin to Mr. Abraham Nave, an old associa:· 
took dinner with him. met cousin Elizabeth Bowers, went hom� 
with her and stayed all night. Met some more acquaintances
there who were very nice to us and made me feel like I was in 
"Old Carter"' again. I was a little unwell but a good cup of
hot coffee and a buttered biscuit soon cured me. 

May 3rd.

Raining. Went to camp, found the company all well, but
a little alarmed at the cholera. Stayed with them all night,
rained very hard.

May 4th.

Rained more or less all day. Went with Mr. Harris to
Mr. Johnathan Bowers. Harris a little indisposed but cured by
the good supper Mrs. Bowers kindly prepared for us.

May 5th.

Came into camp, found them all rather gloomy. Harris 
and myself went to see Col. Wilson and Capt. Means who were
encamped seven miles beyond little Bltte. Passed over a
most beautiful prairie with here and there a fine farm. Took
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EN!sOUTE TO CA LJFORNIA 
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dinn.::r with a r-.Ir. Chrisman. Had corn bread and milk. coffee 
and honey, p:iid 12.!,-:z cents for dinner and mule feed. Saw Mr. 
\Vilson, made arrnngemcnts for our company to travel with him, 
came part of the way back. stayed with a Mr. Fisher, had a 
good supper and breukfost. paid 50 cents. His daughter had 
just been married about a week before. the loving couple were 
<ldighted with each other, and no doubt thought the world was 
m::ide for them ulone. 

r\.Iay 6th. 

Raiuing, came into camp very much alarmed. Three or 
four immigr..1nts had died with cholera, close by us. Found Mr. 
Bro,vn with diarrhea and Yery badly scared, administered 
cholera powders, better at night, anxious to move on. 

1Iay 7th. 

Brown a little better, all alarmed about cholera, more deaths 
in camps. Rice anxio.us for immigrants to leave. Cholera 
breaks out amongst his negroes, one of them dead. Brown 
some better. 

May 8th. 

Brown much better, left Rices and came out on the plains. 
Encamped at Nolen's. Fine water and good grass for our mules. 

May 9th. 
Sent to Independence: for letters. I bought a fine Spanish 

mule, gave sixty dollars for him. Remain at the same place. 

May 10th. 

Today I am 25 years of age. How fast the years glide by. 
Youth and old age, what a .short span between them! Went 
to \Vilson's camp, not yet ready to start. I killed a prairie hen 
eighty yards offhand. Returned to camp. all well. 
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May 11th. 

Move over to little 13lue to wait for Wilson. A little rain 
at· night. 

11..ifay 12th. 

Fair, Harris and Taylor gone to Loury. Capt. Means and 
Col. Wilson come up to our encampment. This evening, r· 
tered into an article of agreement with H. M. Atkinson; Ha; 
Brown, Taylor and myself agree to take Atkinson to California, 
to bear his expenses there, furnish his share of the outfit f.r- · 
which he agrees to go with us to the mines in C.1Iifornia and 
work with us for twelve months, and we are to have the t· 

half of the proceeds of his labor, which will be the one twelfrL1 

part �f the gains of our company, each of us. Brown, Taylor. 
Harris and myself are to divide that half share in proportion t<_. 
th� "1mount of money we advance. Harris and L ;· , ·.,: i: 1::ach 
take a fifth. Taylor and myself take equally the re1p� · ·:g 
three fifths. 

May 13th. 

Came two or three miles over to Capt. Means company, found 
one of the company sick, Reynolds from N. C., Buncombe. 
Went over to my Aunt Deborah Stover's whom I had not seen 
for about twenty years. Found them all well. Her son, Inmon, 
had that day left for California. Aunt prepared a good supper, 
gave me some butter and a canteen of milk and I returned to 
camp. Taylor a little sick with diarrhea. 

May 14th. 

Left our encampment to join the Kentucky company which 
was on ahead, rained very hard. Brown broke tongue out of 
his wagon. Which by the kindness of ·Mr. McKay was re
placed by another one. Camp near the Kentuckians. Stand 
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guard for the first time, and that _tw? .ind one-half hours in a
hard rain, not so pk.1�,rnt for a hegmnmg. 

�lay 15th. 

RE.>mJ.in at the s.:tme place. Can't cross l3ig l3hte. Ken
tuckians join our train, twenty-three of them in number. 

:\foy 16th. 

Cross Big Blue, hard pulling. got over without an accident. 
Take dinner in sight of the Pioneer train in a most beautiful 
pr.11nc. C:1rae in five miles oE the Lone Elm on the Sante Fe. 
\ V atl'r a.1c.l g r"1ss not very good. Scenery magnificent, colmtry 
bdongs to the Shawnee Indians. 

r ... ;ay 17th. 

C:ime 10 miks to the fork of the Santa Fe and the Oregon 
mads. Camped near an Indian residence. Indians left afraid 
of the cholera. Fine weather and good grass. Sentinels fire 
at nothing. say it was an Indian. 

May 18th. 

Move on eight mil�s to Bull Creek. Stay all day to get 
]umber for extra tongues. 

May 19th. 

Came to \.Valka Loosa. Detained all day. two of the Ken
tucky wagons break down. \.Vent fishing and just as I had 
my hook and line ready for fishing. a fine looking Indian came 
,rnd inquired if I ,vas a Doctor. He wanted me to go a:1d see his 
father. I returned to the camp. took with me some medicines. 
;:ind conducted by the Indian through a beautiful island I came 
to the cabin of the sick Indian. He was an old man and was 
e\'idently in the last stages of cholera. His squaw \Vas a fine 
looking ,voman of about 35 years of age. They had two very 
han<l:;ome little ln<li,m children. I gave him some medicines 

111 

EN ROUTE TO CA LfFORNIA 

and directed the young Indian how to give them, returned to 
camp and never heard more of the fate of the sick Indian. 
Crossed the creek, bad ford. grass and water 900d. 

]\fay 20th. 

Mounds and ridges raise up on the plains. This is the 
finest portion of the country I have seen, indeed that I ever saw, 
the scenery is fine, here on the extended plains, raises a beautiful 
mound, far off the hills resemble mountains. Here a skinl of 
timber extends above a winding stream, which glitters in the 
sunshine. All over the plains rich and beautiful flowers are 
scattered in their beauty and loveliness. They remind me at 
every step of the fair lovers of flowers of my own native land. 
\Voman each day, some gentle blooming flower recalls us back 
to thy home! They speak in soft accents to our hearts of the 
purity of thy love! 

May 21st. 

Pioneer train passed us. Came twelve miles. Camped at 
a wood on the south of the road. Rained very hard. Sick 
with headache. 

May 22nd. 

Came on the Kansas, scenery fine, saw some Indians by the 
way. 

May 23rd. 

Crossed the Kansas, a small muddy stream. Two boats at 
the ferry, got wagons over without much difficulty, swam 
horses across. Came one mile on the plains, saw plenty of 
Indians. French Indians have poneys for sale, ask high prices. 
Reeve cnme up to the river. Miss Rebecca in fine spirits. 
May 21th. 

Cnme fifteen miles to cross creek, came up with Pioneer train. 
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ENHOUT!::'. TO CAL!FOf�NIA 

r. lore Indians ,ind poneys. Indians \\',mt \',:hiskcy. \Ve are
now .unong the Pottaw,ittomic Indians. very friendly . .1nd warn
us to beware of the Pawnees, say they steal. Rnined and wind
blowing very hard.

:;\lay 25th. 

l\Iade new road to cross the creek. \Vood sick. 
tc;1 miles, camped in two miles of a creek, fine spring 
right of the road. Remarkably cold. 

i\fay 26th. 

Came 
Oil the 

Cross.::d the creek, came eight miles to Vermillion. made a 
soft bridge by cutting down timber and laying on rails. Com1> 
up with an ox train. Cholera <1t the cros:.;ing. Five or six 
graves on the banks. \.Vood died at 10 o'clock with cholera. 
Another death in the ox train. 

i\fay 27th. 

Committed the remains of our comrade H. A. Wood to 
the silence of the grave on the east bank of the stream by the 
side of the other dead, placed at his head a stone on which his 
nnme is engraved. \.Yood was from Asheville, N. C. Crossed 
the c.reek by unloading our wagons and eurrying it across our 
soft bridge, then shoved the wagons across and pulled them up 
the bank with ropes. In ordinary times the creek can be 
forded. Pioneer train cross their baggage in a boat made of a 
wagon be<l, <lrove their wagons thru the creek. Came one mile 
on the plains. some sickness in camp. 

May 28th. 

Ahead of the Pioneer train, country broken and hilly, some 
bad ravines to cross. Kentucky wagon breaks an axel-tree. 
Corne eight miles to Lee creek, beautiful stream, passed three 
graves today. J\las, how soon our fondest dreams of wealth 
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and happiness may be blasted by death! 
our camp. 

May 29th. 

Pioneer train pass 

l�entuckians break down another wagon. Came eighteen 
miles to the blue water camp in sight of the Pioneer train, poss 
a grave ,vith a cross erected on it. The grave looks as though 
it had been there several years. Some sickness in camp. day 
fine. 

May 30th. 

Day rainy nnd wind blowing very hard. Come sixken 
miles to Big Blue. Not very difficult to cross, scenery more 
variegated, the crossing presents the finest view l have sec •. 
the road. l saw a few cedars, standing on a high bluff, whk 
reminded me very much of the cliffs of Tennessee, On tl. 
edge of the prairie just before we entered the wood nt the cross-
ing there is a grave with this inscription engraved on a rock: 
Mrs. S. Keyes died May 29th, 1846, aged 70. By it was a new 
mnde grave a young man aged 21. Thus youth and old age 
sleep in death together. 

May 31st. 

Cloudy and some rain. Come into the St. Joseph road 
about eight miles from the last Blue, traveled about sixteen 
miles. A good deal of diarrhea in camp. 

June 1st. 

Good deal of diarrhea in camp. One month is gone and 
we have traveled two hundred miles. Several sick not able to 
travel. lay by all day to rest animals and wait on sick. Day fine, 
some of company saw a party of Indians. They reported to be 
Pottawattomies hunting a party of Pawnees who had committed 
some desperadations on their stock. 

[7]
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Remain ,lll day waiting on sick. Capt. Floyd of Kentucky 
resolves to go home. several men of the Kentuckinns go with 
him. !v[ove on one mile. 

June 3rd. 

Floyd and three more Kcntucki.:ins start for home, take sick 
m,rn ,.vith them. This is the Holy Sabbath. the day God had 
,,ppointcd unto matt to rest. How little do men regard it. \Ve 
have no Sabbath. Ho'-,· then can we expect Gods blessings to 
r�·st upon us, ,\·hen "'° e desecrate his holy Jay. Kentuckians break 
t1rngue and axk-trce, ca'.ne t\.vcnty rui!es, no v:ood mid wa r:,'.r 
bad. The soil is rather changing to sand gravel. scenery dull 
and monotonot1s. Day beautiful, passed several new made 
urnves. 

Jnne 4th. 

Day beautiful. traYeled t,venty miles. s.iw a fine Antelope. 
very wild. Came up with R.:eve, took supper ;ind breakfast 
\\"ith them. Milk and butter is quite a luxury on the plains. 
Pbins becoming unbroken, roads in fine shape for traveling. 
Crossed onother creek, some say one of the Blues. Every 
stream we have crossed is either a Blue O[ a Vermillion. 

June 5th. 

\Ve<lther fine. rather warm until about ten o'clock, then fine 
breeze. Came twt!nty miles. traveled all day along the Blue 
earth river. Saw some turkeys and antelopes. I3rown killed 
" turkey, company caught sum� fine fish. Passed five new 
gr.:ives, one old one. 

June 6th, 

Saw quite a number of Pawnee Indians, some came to the 
road, beg for food and ammunition, others keep off a distance 
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in groups of from one or two to a hundred. All riding mules 
or poneys, mostly Mexican. The Pawnees are not as finely 
formed .:is the Pottawottamies. They were gathering together 
for some purpose or other, either to steal from immigrants or 
to fight the Pottawattomies. Camped again on the Blue earth. 
Rained in evening. Travel over some very interesting portions 
of the country. Saw some beautiful and rare flowers. 

June 7th. 

Came ten miles along the Blue earth river, took dinner on 
its banks, and then left it on the left and came eight miles on the 
plains. Passed three graves, saw no Indians. Day very warm. 

June 8th. 

Morning very cold. Ivlyself and a Kentuckian saw some 
antelopes and ,vent to chase them. As we returned to the road 
we saw a large encampment as we thought of immigrants. But 
on a nearer approach they proved to be Indians. They had a 
lnrge number of mules and horses. We went to our ,n1gons and 
found one of the Indians there, who told our guide that they 
were out hunting the Pawnees who had been stealing their 
mules. These were Sue Indians. they had their families with 
them and were about two or three hundred strong. Some ot 
them were fine looking men. Their dress consisted principally 
of Buffalo robes and blankets, sheep skin leggins and mock
insons. They were friendly and had ropes made of raw hid� 
for lariettes which they exchanged for handkerchiefs. shirts, etc. 
The squaws wore chiefly blankets made in a peculiar form of a 
bonnett around the head and thence extending to the feet. They 
all expect some little present and a paper full of tobacco ot 
which they are remarkably fond, or a brass ring "·ill satisfy 
them. But give them as much as you will they will steal the 
next minute from you if they can. Traveled twenty-two miles 
and came in sight of the Plott (Nebraska). saw several antelopes, 
very wild. 
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E N R O U T E T O  C A L I I· 0 n N I A 

June 9 th. 

c�une to the  Ph1 tt t\vclve mi les bdow Fort  Kearney at 
Grand I sland.  Came to the Port  which is  330  mi les as mc:as
u reJ b y a wag on in Dr. Bascombs company. The Fort is u

rather  poor  look in g cl cfcncc, l:c ing  bu i l t  o f  t u rft . The houses 
arc  made of t u rft .  Room at Fo r t  for l 50 sold iers .  Hea rd tocb; 
tha t  th e f n<lians lw d t n i: cn  the  cat t l c  fro m so m e  im m i grnnts , who 
had p u rsued them nnd ki l led f ive of  th e m .  T h e  o f ficers o f  the 
Fort i n !l.:nd in the  morning to pursue  th e m  and d rive them from 
the cou n t rv or k i l l  t h e m .  This Fo rt  is cs t.:i bl ishc<l to p rotect the 
i m m i g �.it io'n anJ t rc<lers to Oreg on c:nJ Cnli fo rnia. A very pretty 
yo u n g lad r at t l i c Fo rt  so l d  u s  some mi lk .  Smiled very grate
full y and looked ., s thou g h she though t  she was an object of 
.. H.! m f ra t ion .  I thou gh t  her q u i te  han dsome, but  i t  ma y be that 
no t  h a\'ing seen a you ng lad y fo r a mon th m i ght have adde<l to 
her  d1 .:1 n:1 s . Trnv ded t\,·d v e  miles. 
June 1 0 th. 

Some c.lis sat is fo c t ion in rnmp, no system about travel ing. 
Too m a ny com mnnders .  Bal lot for  a c ap,i.! in . e lect  Col. \,Vlbon 
and g ive  him so l e  power over the company, i t  is a stran ge fac t 
that few t ra ins h ,lVe gone over the plains without  dissatisfaction 
in ca mp. S evera l  have sp l i t u p into fra gmen ts and inust un
necessarily su ffer from the Indians.  All seems quiet  now and 
move on i n  o rder. This is the  S .. 1 bbath , b u t  as wood, wate1· and 
g rass are  sca rce t h e  cor:1.pa ny th ink i t  bes t  to move on to wood 
anrl ,\·a ter .  The n e arest po int  that can be o bt.dned bein9 abo ut 
f ifteen m i les t ravel over a beau t i fu l  road.  Wec1ther fine,  rained 
v e ry hard at n i gh t , mosqui tos ve ry abundant ,  
June 1 1th. 

Tra veled all  day in s ig h t  of th e river in a beautifu l valley 
wh ich ex tends from two to three mi les fro m the river and is 
cov ered wi th  the  f inest  qu .i l i ty  of g rass. There is very l it t 1e 
t imber a long the bnnks, it is most l y in the islands which nre very 
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numerous. The river at some places is near a mile in width. 
Ca me six teen mi ies. 
June 1 2 th. 

Continue along the Platt not much variety in scenery, saw 
a bcm1ti ful  species of cnctus  which was formed like sug.ir loaf 
and had a most lovely bloom on the apex. Saw also a specimen 
of the gerani u m  which had a very r ich and delic�te red flower. 
�losq ui toes very annoying. Came twenty- two uules on a beau
tiful road. 
June 1 3th. 

Last ni ght  we were visited by one of those prai r_i e  sto�m!
that I have h eard speak of and never wmild have believed rf l 
had not seen it. The wind blew very hard and the rai n  came 
down in perfect torrents. I t  was with difficulty that we cout! 
preven t our tents from bein g blown over, just  in th e midst_ of th r(
storm while standing against the pole of our tent to keep 1t frorr. 
blowing over, a thou ght of home forced itself upon me. Thee 
the g l i ttering sands of Califor:� ia said I. will_ rep�y tl

,1
ee. Struck

up the soul sti rring choru s  Oh Cahforma, 1 h�t _s the Land
For Me." But  the l igh tning began to gla i·e so nndly and the 
thunder sounded so deep and near that I concluded my song 
rather quickly. Watchmen , how I pity you.  The mo rni ng is 
clou<ly. Took a ride to the hil ls which today seemed more 
brnken and to raise hi gh er, saw several an telopes, but cou ld not 
get near them. These hills a1 e vecy beautiful and pic�uresq ue at a 
distance, resemble the waves of the ocean, looks hke they had_ 
been th rown up by the ebb and flow of the \\·aters. Some o t  
them raise almost perpendicular  and  fall as  suddenly. To stand 
upon the summit of one of them arid look as far as the e�e can 
see, they resemble an im mense pile o f  c i rc ular mounds m be� 
tween them are deep ravines and small bottoms. where the lmf
f.::i lo have left recent traces. The grass is hi9h enough to make 
fine hay. Every few puces you will find the bones of the bu f-

[ I 1 )  
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folo .ind  t h e  an tkrs o f  the d ·e r and e lk .  Today the  h i lls me 
bc-H in n i n ,J to ra ise on the o ther  s ide of the r iver .  Cnme twelve 
1:1 i ks .  cam� in s i g h t  o f  the P ioneer  train . One of the Kcntuck
inns  conc lud.:-s to lc.·we us and go wi th  , 1  pack company. Evening 
r,i i neJ. l ie by. 

June Hth. 

Came up  with Pioneer l i ne  at 1 2  o'clock .  Rode nga in to 
th� h i l l s .  s.1w f resh bu ffa lo trncks .  Tra veled twenty-one mi l es .  

J unc 1 5th. 

Pa.ssed Pioneer l ine ,  had  fi n e  spo rt k i l l i ng bu ffalo.  Shortly
u ft c r  d i nno?r  we saw fou r  bu ffalos feedi n g  up in the river  bot
tom .  A lmost eve ry horseman i n  the trn in  ,rnger ly jo ined i n  the  
chnse .  \Ve succadcd in s ur round ing them nnd keeping them 
from the nve.r. They seemed then dete rmined to take t o  t he  
h i l ls and  w_i th  a l l  speed they rushed through t he  sw:!mp  s l u es
and  d� term 1nccl not  to chnnge the ir  course .  they rushed through 
ou r ranks head long .  And such firing of guns and pis tols I 
never  heard .  l was r iding a mule and consequ e n tly d id  not 
gd up u n t i l  the  last one ca me  by, he had received al readv one 
shot  i n  t he  left h i p  bone  which d id not check h i s  speed (n the 
l enst .  .l\ly  m u le would  not  stand for me to fire un t i l  the  bu ffolo 
had passed. 1 then f i red and the bull en tered h is  ri ght hip a 
l i t t l e  Jo,.,: er than  th e one on  the other h ip .  I then succeeded in  
get t i n g  a shot w i th  my  other ba rrel which was lo.:ided with larrre 
ba l J s  but i t  mbsed .  I then had my hols ters and runn ing i n  fi f
teen paces I f i red ,.,· h ich ente red his body  near the cen t ral por� 
t io_n .  This imper i led the  an ima l  2nd made  h im return in pur
�u , t  o f_ me .  Mv mule as i f  consci olls o f  the danger wheeled
1 m m cd 1a tdy .  the bu ffa lo d id  not fol low me but  a few 
yards. I th en wheeled .  ran up by h is s ide and empt ied the con
ten ts  of my o ther  pistol "vhich entered near the s;:ime s rJot with 
the o ther. By th is  t im e he  wns becoming much exhau;ted and 
a gen t lern<1n f rom some other  tra in who had fi red at the f irst fir-
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in g l ia<l loa�cd aga in  and  come up just as I fired the kist pistol. I 
gave the anim a l  a deadly shot ,  immediately another o f  our com
pany fi red, the ball passed near his h eart and without a g roan 
or a murmur the exhausted anima l sunk and without scarcely a 
s t ru ggle d ied .  The other  three were followed by some of our 
men who succeeded i n  killing  oue of  them. \Vhile we were 
<l_iv idi? g out ou r n:cat we d iscovered n herd coming ou t of the
river in about a r:ule of  u!;. There were then some s ix or seven 
of HS there with horses and guns. We let them come out  of 
the  river, n ear a half mil e  they discov�red us and were m.i h · ,  
for the river .  I had loaned my mule to go back to the camp f .  
a wagon to carry the meat .  My friend Wm. C. Taylor lo.:ine ,: 
me  his Sp.inish mare which was the fleetest animn l  011 the ground . 
I t  was ag reed that  I and two or three others shou ld t ry  to keep 
them out of the river. We started at fu l l  speed and h�1d  to nm 
about as for as the  bu ffalos had to reach the ri ver. TJ, c ·., ,·l id 
not like to tnke back to the ri ver and mov ed s low ly and g : - . , �. 
an opportunity of gaining on them.  but when they discov -: . �· 
thnt chey \Vere _ being pursued ther made haste for the river. I S ' :'
cee<led 111 tu rning them. They al tu rned nnd came bv me  in fm, ,  

T 
, } 

paces. he an ima l  I was riding seemed impatient for the chase 
<1? 1 c.l  darted of f  and came i n  twenty ya rds o f  the  herd . which -..vere 
abou t s ix ty in number. l saw a fine ca l f  i n  the herd and w;:in tcd to 
k i l l  i t  and I run along  w i th  the herd th ree or fou r  hundred yards 
but never could keep the old buffalo from between me and it. l 
t h en  cnme to a slu e  and saw that the chance for the cnlf  wns a 
bad one .  1 then singled ou t a yearling,  fi red and saw that the 
ball had taken effect. I then fi red the contents of  the other bar
re l !  i n to the side of the hindmost of the la rger bu ffalo in the herd. 
The first one soon fell . The large one fell behind and  was taken 
by some of our party. The Pioneer line happened to be nenr 
and the herd rnn direc tly to their train. I was down at  the river 
nnd had I not known the course of the fir ing l should have 
thought that there was a terrible battle being foti ght .  There 
happened to be several trains together and in al l  I suppose there 

I 1.3 I 

- ---- - --------------

,,. i 
• 4
... ...  

t 



· � - -... - ·- ---· � ·-... -.... -· -· ·- ··--... --.... . ....... .. . -··· · ·

L, N f ,  0 U T E. T O  C /', I .  I 1 :  0 I �  i �  I A 
-·-· -

· ·· ---::--- -- ·- --· .,. __________ _.:..:::_:..;-.::::-... :-....:::--- -..::-=-------·--.----

\'-· ,� re t ,,· cn ty ou t  0 f  t he  h� rd k i l led .ind  no  doubt m;,ny othe rs 
wou nc!.::d . Ou r c,>rnp.-in y  k i l l ed  s even  or e i oh t  t h; 1 t th ey got. 
The buff,1los ·were cross i ng  t h e  sou th fork o f  t h e  Pbtt ,  p robably 
they  h,1d bc__cn pu r�t1cd by the  Ind ians and wen� chnnging the i r  
qu .1 r tcrs .  C;i.m,:  tv:c n t y  m i les t oday. Coun try ler.s b roke ,1 . 

June 1 6. 

Sc.! h-c rds of bu ffo ios c rossing the r iver. Move on to the 
r ive r ,  ,•:he re  ,,· c saw a herJ of bu f fc:i los .  I a nd  .i conple o f  others 
,·:en t o,·C'r ,  bu t  wh.-::n we reached the  opposi te  km k th� b i r  ffo los 
were  ente ri ng the river a mi le below us. vVe then saw a la cge 
herd c ross ing above us .  I d iscov e red that  n ca l f  had t urned to 
come back to the  side from w h ic h  they had sta:-ted .  I st:cceeded 
i n  g e t t ing to th e ba!1k be fore  i t  got  ou t and k i l led i t .  \,:hich ,vas 
q u i re a lu x u ry to on e who had been l ivin g on b,,1co?1 for i1 month.  
\Ve c rosseJ the r iver by  doub l ing t ra ins  ,,: i thout  m uch d i fficu l ty.  
T h e  bottom is fu l l  o f  qu ick sand and i t  is  very t i resome  on  the 
c1 n i : � z d s  to c ross i t .  Th e rive r is  n ea r  a mi le in wid th and very 
s ha l l o-..v mos t  of th� ,niy. \Ne c<11:1e ;:i ni l:! a fter c rossing t he  
r i ver, an<l remc1 incd . t he  ha lance o f  th e even ing .  I suppose we 
!'- et \\'  some 500 bu ffa los  crossing the  ri vel' today. 

June 17th. 

Sunday.  Yes terday evening we saw a fai r  example that 
l ay ing  by on Sunday is no disadvantage. Dr .  Bascombs t rn in  
,vh ich \•:e le f t  las t  Sabha th c1 t  Fort Kearney ,  came up anJ  is no,;v 
i n  sigh t  wi th  u s  and h is is .in ox t ra in  and ou rs a mule . We 
have conc luded to lay by  nt leas t pnrt of the day. 

June 1 8th. 

Cross over to the north fork of the  Platt  .1ad travel .:i long it 
a l l  day.  Ki l led a fine  bu ffalo at the fi rs t fi re o f  my  ri fle knock
in g i t  down i n  its tracks. shot o ff my  mu!� .  Snw a g reat .mnny 
more.  The Kentuckinns k'il led one a lso.  Came twenty- fiv� 
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mi les. Left t he  ri ver in the evening and had neither wood nor 
water ,  save buffalo chips and frog pond water. 

June 1 9th. 

Came again to the river wh ere we were attracted by some
thiug like an Indian lodge, but when we came to examine it it 
proved to be a scaffold on which there were  two dead Indi.=ins 
buried by wrapping them up in buffalo sk ins .  This is t heir 
mode of buryiag . One of the sca ffolds was a little higher and 
was defended from the sun by hav ing  a sk in  stretched over it  
in the shape of a cone .  On a l i t tle farther  \\'C  saw a true  In<lin , ·  
lodge ,rnd supposing that there must be I ndians there,  but to ou ., 
surpris e we  found that it a lso conta ined a dead Indian. His 
horse lay d�ad c lose by the lodge. His saddle and many other 
a rticles of clothing ,  skins, beads ,  bags and mocki nsons etc. After 
d inner we came in sigh t of several l odges. There being ·eve ,v 
appea rance of a storm, our  Capta in directs us to fo rm a co t ! · • •  
and wait unti l  i t  was over. The wind blew very hard, b , .  ;c 
did not rain much. The " Gray Eag le"  \'cho is one of  the h c:ad 
men o f  the tri be soon came into cnmp with cer t i ficates that hE:: 
was the whi te man's fri end and worthy to be g iven what pres� 
ents we migh t wish to make him. We n i l  g ave h im some l i t tle 
p resent. some gave tobacco. some salt, coffee and butcher kn i fe ,  
etc.  Sveral of our men went- down to the lodges to trade with 
them. They seem pretty well ski l led in trnd ing  but  wil l  not 
part wi th their mules or horses. They will swap ,  1-ut most gen� 
eral ly have the best of the  bargain .  Travc:lcd about twelve 
miles "today. The Indians gave us to undc rst.:ind they had had a 
fight with some other hos tile tdbe of I ndians and thc1t some three 
of their men had been killed. These a re a lso of the Sioux tribe. 

June 20th. 

}ust at day light this morning I was start led by some one 
hollowing "Get up Doctor. "  One of the Kentuckians had shot 
his mess-mate. I hastened immediately and found that it  was 
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trm�.  S .1w  t he  wou n d ed 111 .\ 11 bdng  borne  to h is tent .  Dr. 
Smi th  w.1s  ;i lso a t  h is s ide .  found  tha t th e b.ill Ii .id entered h is 
r ig h t  s i d e  j u s t  over  the  region of the  Kidney and lwd passed out  
nNiu t  s i x  inches beyon d the pince \\'here i t  en te red. The ball 
seemed not lo h.,vt.? l'n t c n�d the c .•.·, i t y  of th � nhdomen  or to hnve 
t ouched t h�  Kid n ey. Thought  not to be mort .1 ! .  Resu l t  uncer
tain.  I t  s c�ms tha t  M r. BcC"ch and  Mr .  Tibbi ts had had a quar
rd on Y,� s t ,� rc!av cvi::n in n and  B�cch cl �ired t h e  o ther  out  to 
f i \l h t  hi �1 .  He  \�·cn t and "'when the  o ther  made the  a t tack, Tib
bi ts  cau ght h im  by t h e  co lla r and t h r ew hi r:1 on the g round but 
did not s t r i ke  h im .  I l e  was then  pu l led o ! f  l:kcch ,  who came a t  
h im  t h e  second t i me. Tibbe ts ng.t in downed h im and placed h is 
k n t! �  on  h is breast and ns befo re d id  no t  s tr ike him. They were 
t h�:1 separated and the  th i n g  seemed hushed. They were both  
in  t h e  tent t a l k ing  abo u t  i t .  when Ti i )b i t :;  to ld 13eec:h that i t  
was USl'.!l�:;s fo r him to s t rike  at Tibbits for h e  could not hit  him, 
and snys Tib  you conld not  hit  me  Il lJ \\.' i 1  you were to try. He 
s\\·ore h t!  could and strncic: a t  h im .  Tib knocked of f  the blo w, 
some one caught  h im .  h e  then  kicked Tib  in t h e  mouth with his 
boo t ,  cutt ing  his under l ip  aga inst his tee th .  Beec.:h left the tent. 
Tibbi ts  sen t fo r me to come and stop th e bleeding which was 
ve ry pro fu se.  I ga\'e h i m  some m ed ici ne which had  the desired 
�Hec t .  He did not seem much i rr i table ,  on ly said that Beech 
wou ld h ave to l enve th2 camp. The next news I hea rd was tlw t 
he  had shot Beech wi th a ri fle. who was wc1lking by a wagon 
close to the ten t. It i s  said that Beech on yesterday eveni n g  
u fte r  the ir  figh t ,  walked by th e ten t i n  ,._•hich Tibbits was, wM1 
;:i l oaded revo lve r ' in h i s  h and  and  Tibbi ts said he was a fra id  he 
\\'Ou ld ki l l  h i m  and t h a t  he re fused to stand guard that n ight  for 
fen r t ha t  Beech would k i l l  h im and t ha t  he had resolved to ki l l  
h im  on fi rst s ight .  A good den ]  of dis turb.ince in company on 
accoun t  o f  Beech being shot .  Some a re for hangi n g  Tibbits 
'-Vi t hou t  judge o r  jury. The capta in says he  wi ll take him 011 
to Fort Lnrnmie  nnd there  del iver  h im  to the government. Num
be r$ of th e Ind i ,t ns came  in to cnmp, both men, women and chil� 
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drcn .  Want  to trnde  for blankets, shirts, vests, etc. Some very 
f ine looking fellows. One oE the f inest formed Indian I ever 
saw, seems conscious t lr n t  he is an object of admi ration . Delay 
a l l  day on B's account. Cap t. Wilson takes the vote of the com
pany whether they should turn Tibbe t ts out of the company or 
tnke h im  on to L.1rn mie  and del iver h im up to the government. 
The vote was p ret ty  we l l  d iv ided . The Ken tuckians, most of 
t hem .  vot ing  for h i s  d ischarge  I refused to  vote in  the  matter. 
I thought  the Ken tuckians should pun ish or let loose their own 
man .  Tibbet ts  leuves. 

June 2 1 st. 

Beech nble to he car ri ed in a spring wagon .  Travel about 
sixteen miles. Kentuckians break another axel-tree. 

June 22nd. 

Dissatis fac t i on  in the company about the  s lowness and m .1 1 :  · 
ncr  o f  t ravel .  Came eighteen mi les. 

June 23rd. 

B right and early ( Jos ) Wilson and  the guide came by our 
ten t to go on and see if  there wns not  an  I ndian vi l lage on ahead. 
They supposed they saw the tops o f  their lodge  on a d istant hi ll . 
I3u t when they came near it proved to be cedar growing on the 
h i l ls .  th e fi r�t timber we have seen on the tops of the hi l ls. 
Passed by some beautiful rocks aud cli f fs and passed a small 
c reek. Came eighteen miles. 

June24th. 
Passed Dr. Bascombs train wh ich passed us wl1 ile we were 

wa i t i ng  on o ur wounded man , who I hea rd today is getting well. 
Passed the "Court House Rock" which can be seen some ten 
m iles and is a circular rock s tanding alone on the pl<1 ins six miles 
f rom the road. I t  is 400  feet high  and is smaller at the top than 
nt the base which is said to be one m ile in ci rcumfe rence. Here 
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we a t e i n  s i gh t  o f  t h e  Chi 111 n cy Rock , "· h ich l ooks l ike  the spi re 
o f  S (Jmc  fo r o f f  ch 1 1 ri.:h 0 1· some monu 1nc1 1 t .  I t  is some twe lve
1: 1 i l .-s f ro .n C. H .  I < .  ,1 :�d :, '.�ou t  lw<:n ty n i iks f rom  Dry Creek,
wh i..: h we c rossed t h is morn in g . Camped t h is even ing at �h im
n cy Ro<.:k , f i ne  ,,: n t c r  and  wood a t  the b lu f f  n l i t t le  cas t o f  the
rock .  This  rock . i f  i t  can  be. c.t lkd .i rock is some four or f ive
lrnndr.-d kct  h i !Jh .  cons i s t s  p,, rt ly o f  !:W nd of  marl and rock  the
g rc ,1 t .: r  j'.;Or t i on  o f  i t  is  noth i n g more than sa nJ .  i t  seems to have
been fo r m ed by t h e  nct ;on of t h t� w i nd .. rnd min on some h i gh
h i l l .  I t  i s  .<: : i l l ,•: ca r ing away and  the. top looks l ike  i t  m iaht
roon c ru m b le  ;w<l fol ! .  The foce  o f  the coun t ry today has  been
r1ore  i n t c rcs t iu g to the t raye} er. H i l l s  and hi gh b lu ffs are p rc
.s.:n ted to h i s  dc:w on eve ry sick, some of the  blu ffs a re ns regu lar
a s  bti i lcl i n g s and  i t  requ i r •�s bu t  a li t tk  s t rdch of  the im.ig inot ion
to pi c t ure out  .:ind to popid il te t his p lace  as a large cit y . An
o:her  ro ck  l ooks ! : kc  the spj ce o f  some huge chul·ch and the  c l i f fs
on  the  east aqd t l� e  west r rc!; en t  the ir  domes ::ind ch imneys .  I n
bcall t i fu l  orckr below , a re he rds o f  ca tt le feed i ng .lnd men w.ilk
i n g to nnd f ro .  Cilme t\1:�nty� five mi les.

J t :UC 25th. 

Came some  twel ve m i les .i long the river t hen left i t  nnd 
foll nd no  water for some twdve o r  f i f teen mi les . where there is 
a b\!ata i fu l spri ng at  the crnssing o f  the hi l l s .  Here we ca me 
to a l i t t le sto re , a t rader  had set tled here some twelve o r  thi r t een 
ycn rs aoo and had a squaw wife  or  two. The scenery today 
has  bc:ea \' ,: ry fin e .  Ca !·, 1e  about th i r ty m i l es. 
J une 2 6th. 

Came to the river of Horn Creek where one of our  men .  
!\ I r .  Tu itly me t  with a very serious accident .  He  ,,,as sitt i ng 
on h is '\vagon wr i t ing . One  of his men  came to the wagon to 
pu l l  ot: t n co,1t . i n  do i i1 \i so he  accidc : 1 t ly bed of f  one l:arre l  0f 
T11 i t ly 's gun \•:hi ch  he  h;,1 d laid i n  the wagon and was covered 
up wi l h the c lo th ing . The whole con tents went di rectly into the 
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le f t  side o f  his l e ft k nee .  Five of the bal ls  passed over the cap 
o f  the knee .  One pnsscd out .  The others were extracted.
The other two chan�ed the ir  d i rect ion an d could not be extracted 

I
' 

wi th the instrn mcnts we had. Came only twelve miles today.
Ra ined  ..,-cry hard in the evening.
June 27th. 

Tui t l y su ffered very much , concluded to take him to the {
Fo rt .  Came about eighteen miles in si te  o f  the Black Hil ls. 
\.Vood nnd wa ter a re now ahundant.  A.rl' iv ed at the  Fort ,:ui d f •· 
del ivered Tu i tly up to t he  care of the surgeon. But owing to ". 
the  i n  fin med con d i tion of the  knee he  wou ld not attempt to ex- .- : . '$j 
trnct the  bal l s .  Today the government troops take possess iN'! , : :. 
o f  the fo r t .  The pioneer l ine:  and many other trains nea r  t li :.• t ··
Fort serYed the wounded men brough t  to the  Fort. The Fort i:; ·� >•

b . i i l t  of  sun burnt bricks and is in a very pretty place. Saw · , �-
severa l  very f ine  look ing ladies at lhe Fort .  

1 .:
• ' .

 

J t:ne 29th. 

Li gh ten up our lo.1d,  we leave one wagon. Rave comes 1.1p. 
Quarterm.ister takes one o f  our  mules from us .  This is p rotec
tion of the immig rant .  The mule was branded LL S. nnd no 
si gn  of i t ' s  be ing condemned. Move ou t some five mi les ,  fal l  '. 
in wi th another  wagon. Tu i tly's men remain wi th  him which 
l e ft us a lone. 

June 30th. 

Harris and m ysel f  go back to the commander of the Fort 
to try and get back our mule who. when he was sa t isfied th.it we 
had come by i t  honestly,  directed the Quartermaster to give it 
up to us .  Major Sanderson is the  commander and is a gentle
man . Came twznty-seven mi. les .  Passed wt1rm springs off to 
the left  o f  the road . Some Indinns said to be at this place. I 
doubt i t .  We have not  seen any since we came to the crow 
coun t ry .  We have now been travel ing over the Black Hills. 
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which h,wc some pine on them nn<l from the d<1rk appearance. of 
which, I stipposc they ha\·c taken their name. vV.:1tcr is scnrce 
for some t,,.�h·e miles this side the Fort. ,dtcrwards plenty and 
grass good. 
July 1st. 

Came eight miles to a large creek, fine wood and grass. 
L::y by. Joined in the evening by five Scotchmen who have a 
w.,gon and a t�am of fine horses. Wish to trave1 with us. Ar
ri\·ed n.gain at the river at 12:00 ,vhere we found plenty of wood 
and grass fit to make hay. Here a great quantity of cotton 
wood h�d bcea cut <lown to winter the stock of some fur com
p.lny. Road k.iYts the river here for thirty or forty miles. 
C.rn1e six miles from the river. \Vnter in a creek to the left of
the road. Ca!rJC tw�nty-ty.·o miles today, last six miles hilly.
July 2nd and 3rd. 

C.:ime into hil1 road two miks from camp. Road hilly ;;ind 
hard a:; a turnpike ro..1d. passed a gre.:1t many ox trnins. Crossed 
several small streams. No g_rass. Camped on the banks of a 
sm3ll river. Better grass. Passed Larnmie Peak today. came 
twenty-six miles. Sen:r.:d large trnins car:1pcd near us. Noth
ing c.i.n be heard but the firing of guns and the shouts of people. 
July 1th. 

The: -1th Day of July and shall it never be forgotten. The 
parade:; of yesterJay and today speak how much the Son's of 
Liberty cherish that day when far from home and country. Came 
to O.:er Creek r.nJ cro�::i\!d at a new ferry. Up with pioneer 
line. Ca!ne eighteen miles. No grass across the river. Plenty 
up the creek. I\lct several w.:lgons going bnck. The elephant 
is just on ahead. l hope \Ve will not see them. There must be 
a great number of immigrants ahead. 
July 5th. 

. Roads s,mdy in hc,1\'y 131ack Hills, began to look like a 
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mountain. Coal mines in them a great distance from this. But 
little grass. Came ten miles, passed several dead oxens, alkali 
swamps supposed to kill them. C.imped in a large bottom. grass 
very sh01·t from having been grazed over so nmch. Wood 
plenty. Immigrants becoming alarmed on account of the scarc
ity of grass. Wh..it grass there it is parched up by the sun. 
\Ve are in a region where there is no grass. Passed one division 
of the U. S. troops who ,W! going to Fort l [all, two other 
divisions on ahead. 

July 6th. 

Roads very heavy. Grass all destroyed. Came some ten 
or tweke miles to a small stream up above the j\•Iormon ferry 
in which we found good grass. Learned from a company ,.vho 
we camped with today, that they found a dead nwn la1ing near 
the road, one hg had been cut off. a mule '-''as tied to his body 
nnd one eye was torn out. This same compcny say that some 
four days ago two men came up to their camp ilnd ask a Dr. Har
rison to go hu.1ting with them. He went and has not be;:;n hc.::�d 
from since. Eis wagon is at this place. They fear thut these men 
were robbers and h;.ive killed him. The doctor had a good deal 
.:>f money with him. Campe<l at an old ferry, bought some Cine 
honey from a portable grocery. Grnss scarce and off the rond. 

July 7th. 

Road firm but hilly. Passed several alkali springs ,md 
bkes, i:oad lined with dead oxen. Morning cool. Noon, sce,n 
nh.10st intol�rable. Dust and sand very bacl. Not safe to us� 
or kt stock drink. for we are some twenty miles from the river. 
Camped at a small branch which is also alkali but can be used. 
Came twenty-six r.1iles, found fine grass twelve miles east. 

July 8th. 

Owing to the danger of poisoning ourselves and mules we 
have concluded to rest today. Came to Green Creek, fifteen 
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, 1 • went down the crc,�k some three miks and found fine 
grnss. Passed over rolling ground and several little swamps 
which h.:ive killed a grc<1t many cattle. 
July 9th. 

Passed a beautiful luke on lhe side of the road when it 
comes to the Sweetwater. The lake is more than a mile in cir
cumfcrenc nnd is impregnable with salt. s1ilphur and soda. The 
1�,ttcr being deposited tllong the margin, gives it a very beauti
ful white border. r\t the river is Independence Rock which is 
n high rock rounding on the top an<l several hundred yards 
long. \Ve are now in sight of Rocky Ri<lge \vhich is almost 
h�1rren of vcgetr,tion or earth. C.impcd near the Devils gate 
which is a narrow pass through the rocks through which the 
river passes. Passed first and second division of U. S. troops. 
Sc:1t for to see a sick man I met at the trnin with Tcnnl:.:.see 
\,·oman v:ho tr.::ated me to a fine supper of buffalo ment, biscuits 
.:ind coff ..:e, :\ Irs. Vest ii. f.ormally rvr iss �·foon whose parents are 
in California. 

JLdy 10th. 

D.:i>·s journey sixteen miles. p.:issed maay stock hills on 
which the mountain sheep .ire said to live. c�me up \Vtih our 
f ricnd l\·!r. Bridlenrnn from SLillivan County, Tenn .. and sor:1e 
eight Virginians. 

July 11th. 

Traveled fifteen miles. left the river for six miles in the 
morning, came to it again at noon about a mile south of the road 
where it crossed the river in a large lake \vhich ·had no alkalia. 
Lake had soda deposits, around it is fine buffalo grass and seems 
to have been seen by few. The grass being untouched. Camped 
on the river just where the road leaves it for sixteen miles. 
Gra�s all eat down by cattle. Some two or three hundre·d 
wagons in sight. 
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Jdy 12th. 

Morning remmkable cold. Leave river and travel over 
hilly and sandy rond. Passed alkali sprin�s and lnkcs. 
Camped on sweet water grnss. Tolerably good. Came up 
with some young men who traveled with us from Tuscumbia to 
St. Louis. Distm1ce eighteen miles. 

July 13th, 

Road \Vith rough ridges, move on up all cay. Snoi..v on the 
top of the mountains to the west. Passed a s:1ow drift on the 
l:,nnk of V./illow Creek. Passe.cl a great many o:,; trains, came 
eirrhteen miles to a branch of the sweet water, found good gwss 
two miles up the creek. Harris sick. 

Jdy 14th. 

Owing to the indisposition of Mr. Harris and the good quality 
of the grass we conch1ded to remain until noon. Crossed the 
Sweet \Vater civet in four or five miles. then !cf t it l forever l

hope). Snow drifts along its banks. Then we grildnally as
cended for ten miles Y1he:n we reach the South Pass. There is 
no nppenrance of a mountain there and no one woL1ld evei: sup
pose they were on the top of the Rocky Mountains unless they 
hnd been told so. There were some high peaks to the: right 
nnd some ten to fifteen miles on the left. There are some high 
hills from the top of the South pass, a dividing ridge: we gr.id
ually descended to the Pacific Springs where ,...-<'! found lee cooJ 
water and lee in the bottom of the swamps. Concluded to rc
rn3in there until Monday morning. Quite a number of tr.iins 
passed us and many camped on the creek. Ro.:id rcm..'lrkabfc 
fine to the pass. Came seventeen miles today. 

July 15th. 
Remain all dny. Harris quite unwell, but more alarmed 

than dangerous. Owing to the scarcity of grass in the vicinity 
we hnve to drive our mules off some three or four miles. 1 
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� t ,lycJ n i l  day ilt ca m p  \\' I th Edwi n .  S t)Hh� be t t e r  i n  th e C\'cnin g .  
Several  hund reds w a g o n s  pa5scd d u r i n g  the  day and t h e  c reek 
a g a in  is  wh i t e  with wagons and ten ts ,m d the bot tom ,i l ive wi th 
stoc k .  Made n swi n g  i n  ou r wn gon for M r. Harr is  to ride in . 

Ju ly 1 6th.  

Leave br ight  and  early,  pass a per fec t  c rowd o f  trai ns, al l  
ox.  Very grea t ly  s u rp r ised to meet  " young lady wi th whom l 
was acq\\.1 i ;1 tcd ,  M iss El i ::abcth  \Vh i te ,  formerly o f  S u l l ivn n 
Co un ty. Ten n . Her  paren t s  o re mov in g to Ca l i fornia .  Hav€ 
t w e nty- th ree miles to " Li t t le  Sandy" . All  the g rass eaten up c1Iong 
the  riv er, good g rnss t h r ee mi les of f .  The Pleasant Hi l l  com
pnny pass o n  beyond the  river. M r . White i s  i n  th is t rai n .  
Pnssed th e fo rk of t h e  road t lwt lcaJs t o  Pit Br idge .e n d  Sou th 
Lake. 

J il ly 1 7 th.  

I-Ia ·:.: s i :..: m i l es to " Bi g  Sandy" and c;imp the re un t i l  three
o 'c lock to g :aze our m u l es �a �n abl e t h e m  better to make the 
t h i r ty-five mi le  drive fr0r.1 there to G reen River und 1 10 g i:-a�:s 
or w,, ter  on t h e  ro::d .  Sta rt .i g a in a t  4 :00, d r ive n i l  n i g h t .  Rond 
rema rkable f ine for t \,.'enty miles ,  looks as  i f  i t  is  the spring of  
l h e  yc.ir ,  i t  was m osc ly  c overed w i th  water .  being  l i t t l e  grass. 
lJ knty of  ,v i ld sa g e  and weeds. Met a sold ic i· .thot: t o n e  o ' c lock 
\\· ho told u s  that he  had left the r i ver at  sundown and hnd bce i1 
travel i n g  ever si nce .  H e  said that the dist ance  to th e r iver  from 
Big Snndy was fi f ty- th ree m i les . which we  fo :mc.l to be co , rcct  
fo r i t  took us u n t i l  2 : 00 o 'c lock the n ex t  even i n g  to reach i t .  
S topped at day l igh t  and fed ou r mu les, found  very good bunch 
of  g rass . For  u n t i l  9 :00 and then .i ft e r  trnvcli 1lg unti l  2 :00 in  
the  evening over  h igh h i l l s  we a rr ived at  the ferry where we 
foun d a good boat and m a u y  train s  wait ing to cross. W e  fo und  
M iss L izzy Whi te  a t  the ri\'er. \Ve engaged  wi th  the  ferry man 
to take  us across o fter  the Pleasan t  Hi l l  Company.  This ferry 
i:;  kept by M orma ns .  I-bd to pa y $4 .00 for ench wagon . News 
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ca me  to the ferry yesterday that ln diuns brok e out  in Oregon 
and a re k i l l ing the wh i tes. The o fficer we met l ast n igh t said 
he had dispatches from Oregon City for the t roops nnd feared 
that  all was not  righ t  in Oregon.  An In dian bore the dispatch 
to the rive r who was then, hut  would  not say anyth ing about the 
a ffa i rs in Oregon,  said that he was late fcom Cal i forn ia  and thnt 
gold was abundant. 

July 1 9th. 

Crossed the river and went twelve mi les to a c reek . Had 
the pleasure of Miss White's company in the  even ing  who rode 
on horseback.  Fine g rass 0 11 the creek .  cam p ed near  the  Pleas� 
ant  Hil l  Company.  Took my friend Mc. Brown over and intro� 
duced h im to Miss Whi te. Came fi fteen m i les. 

July 20th. 

We rolled o u t  early and got  ahead of all th e t rn i 11s along 
the c reek. Pass over rolling g rot1nd ,  plen ty of g rass and wa ter 
on  road.  Came to severn l  g roves of cottonwood nnd some fir
t rees along the base of the hills. P lenty of sno\v on the moun
tai ns. Came 25 miles. had fine grass .

July 2 1 st. 

O u r  mules being in fine pl ight ,  we moved 011 br iskly and 
af ter  cl imbing and then descendin g a steep hi l l  we cnme to a 
beauti ful  runn ing stream as large as the Sweet \V ;:i tcc .  Then 
we ascended the steepest hill  we have seen .  Hard pul l ing ,  
g rass on hi lls f ine and contin ues to the Bear  Rive r .  R.:iined j ust  
ns w e  reached the summit o f  h i ll. Came up and d own m any 
steep hills. Came in sig h t  of river ,  distance eighteen m i les. 

July 22nd. 
Came to river and lay by. The Bear R iver  Va lley is 

clothed with the finest grass and would make fine ha y .  Wild 
rye and flax grow very luxuriantly. The i m m i g rants se:em to 
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h:tvc h d g h t e r  hopes a n d  are  more jo v ia l .  I ltnve n ot iced that 
h e re to fo re g loom sc-:: mcd to be p i c t u red 0 11 every c ou n tena nce:. 
Dis tuncc ten m iks . R n inc<l. 

July 23rd. 

vV c came n long river trn m i les .  then took to h i l ls  which are 
s teep nnd ro u g h.  C.1mped abou t two m i les from river in a 
p retty b o t to m .  River  off  t o  so u t h ,  f ine  wa t e r  a nd g r ass. Dis
tance  e igh teen m i l es .  

July 2-i th. 

Up a n d  down h i l l  to r iver .  Y.le <1 re now in a reg ion of rain 
nnd d ew. The h i l ls  3re dothed w i t h  fin e  g rass and wheat .  
Passed a sma l l  vi l l age  o f  Snake  I n d ians. one o r  two tr.iders w i th 
them.  They had a g rea t many fi ne horses and colts. They 
\'<.:O tt l<l trad<!  t h e m .  1'! ooned a t  a s m a l l  c reek o f  good water .1 11d 
wood .  F i l l ed  wi t h  f ine  mou n t a i n  t rout.  Camped at a smal l  
cre.::k n e a r  the  h i l l s .  Fi n e  g rnss aHd water .  S,1 t  up ton ight  to bake 
bread .  Had just  l a id  down to s l eep  w hen I was a roused by the 
c la tte ri n g  of hoofs and the cry of "stampede" . Got out as soon 
.:is I could nnd �aw th e hi st  mu le  run n i ng as fast  as he cou ld .  
Fol lowed th e m  a mi l e  where  we came up wi th  them al l  and took 
t h e m  back .  F.istened t h e m  to the  wago n .  We at fi rst tho ugh t  
lha t I n d i u ns h a d  sca red them .  But  t lrn t  cou ld  not have  been 
the cause for they could have c a u g h t  some o f  th em or driven 
them off. T rnvc led twen ty m i les . 
J uly 25th. 

Ca m e  to Soda Creek wh ich is  on the bnnks of a s ma l l  
s tream \vhich enters i n t o  t h e  Bea r River a t  this point.  There 
a re several o f  t h ese sprin g s  along this c reek .  Here is a lso a beau ti
ful g r:ove of ceda rs. Came up to a missionary train going to Cali� 
fornia.  fvi e thod ists .  Came twenty mi les .  

July 26 th. 

Th is morning passed the Steam Boat Spr ings which are on 
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the  bn n ks of the ri ver, south o f  the road in a bend of the: river 
just b elow from the g rnve.  This is the greatest curiosity of the 
ki nd I ever saw . The water boils up out of th e solid rock and is 
in a few feet of the m a rgin of the river but several feet h igher 
than the  w a t er .  The water is kept in con tinual  motion by the 
escape of the carbona te ncid gas and resembles a pit of boiling 
wntcr .  Th e '\V o ter is strong ly impregnated wi th i ron and has 
more of the  acidio l ! s  taste that  is combined wi th the mineral 
propert ies  of the Sodn Springs .  Consequently i t  is not pleasant 
to taste .  Some two mi les below this the banks of the river form 
very high blu ffs and p resent  a su bli me scene to the eye. One 
mi le  .:md a half  from these blu ffs the roads fork. The left brings 
a n ew rou te never gone before with wagons and is said to he 
from eighty to 1 50 mi les n eilrer than the Fort Hall road wh ich 
,v e leave to the  r ight .  Ca me some nine miles on the: cu t  off. Grnss 
very .i b u n d a n t  but  no water .  Here  w e  look the  mounta i ns and 
a fte r ascend ing  th e fi rst h i l l  we went down a long h i l l  and found 
a beau t iful  s t ream o f  run ning water . Grass and wood p lenty. The 
hi l ls a re covered th i nly wi th cedar.  I hope  we are done cooking 
,vi th  sage. Had so m e  very steep hi l l s  to cli mb befo re reach in g 
the next branch.  Which is some fou r or five miles fro m the last. 
Plenty of Sarvisbcrries on the hills . They g row on a very low 
sh rubby bush and  are very large.  Not yet ripe. Ca mped on the 
branch .  G rnss f ine .  Eighteen miles. 

Ju ly 27th. 

Two mi les and we rnme  to a lnrge creek w h i c h  we left and 
fou nd no water  fo r e ight or n ine mi les. Road som ewhat h i l ly. 
S 1 :iall sp r ing  w h e n  w e  came to a swa :apy creek. Saw some ln
d i .:ms.  r-!rid  h orses. V cry fine look ing Indian ponies. Pretty good 
judges of horses. Some arc anxious to get mares. Had no guns  
aad  d id  not  want  them.  Five mi les take  the  h ills .:tga in  and  a t  
the tu m o f  the h il l  fou n d  water. Creeks down in the  valley. 
Came twenty- fou r  miles today. 
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July 2Sth. 

C.imc fifteen miles. Rest Ctntil 1fonJay. Fine grnss nnd w.iter 
all th� w,1y. Rand descending most of the w.1y. \Vent hunting in 
the evening. Snw nothing but t\vo badger .ind four antelope at 
which I got no shot. \Vnlked <1hout ten miles and cnme as I went 
s:in: hun:Jr)' nnd tired of the barg.tin. 
July 29th. 

Rested t0d,1y. Se\·eral trains p.issed us today. W wt her 
w::irm and dry. Found some \vik{ berries along the creek which 
are yellow nnd very pleasant taste. 
July 30th. 

Ourselves and horses being very fresh, we set out at a quick 
p:v:c. The ro<1d here leaves the c::cck. n�::cncls n hill and then 
t�nwn a9ain. Then<:� g:·ncli.mlly as�·cnds ,md wi:1ds throunh the 
gorg.::!; cf the monnt.:iin for two or three miles nnd then desccml� 
as abruptly. The d�scent is lor;g. steep. winding and rocky. The 
dust is almost intolerable. Not finding \vater ns we expected in 
the v,dley we passed throL:gh it. Some six niiks then took to the 
!:ills agai!l nnd ,vhen we cnme to water ,vc h.:i.d traveled 26 miles. 
Cam� to the spring at 4:00. remained all day. Te.:i.ms coming in 
until l 2:00: T being nbead of the teams reached the water .:ibout 
I0:00. rs.let with a Tennessean who invit�d me up to his tent to 
dinner. Had some good biscuits .:i.nd fine peach pie. A lady to <lish 
out the coffee. Saw a gr�at m.:i.ny footmen taking leave of their 
companies, thinking to make better speed. 

July 31st. 
Started e.�rly in the morning in order to get nhcnd of the 

mass of oxen which were nt the springs. Some sixty teams. Six 
t:1ilcs found spring. Two rind a half miles small strenm. Five miles 
to fine spring to left of the road. Came to some shilrp angular 
rocks sticking on the ridges just before coming to the springs 
'.<:l1ich are in a thicket of willows to the left just at the base of a 
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hill. Cnme some fom miles along the creek. Grass burnt up all 
alo!1g the creek. Difficult to get enough for one's stock. Snow in 
sight. Dist.1nce twenty-four miles. 

Aug. 1st. 

Tr�veled some four miles along the creek which then sinks. 
T!1en thirteen miles to water. Then four miles to Fort Hall road. 
The cut off is not more than twenty or thirty miles nearer than 
the Fort Hull Road but is better for grass and water. Camped on 
Soft River. Distance twenty miles. 
Aug. 2nd. 

Six miles along the creek then leave it. Water t�ree �iles to 
right of road then six miles to small oak. Then five miles to 
Swamp Creek where we camped for night. Saw a small party 
of Snake Indians on Soft River. Grass indifferent. Eighteen 
miles today. 
Aug. 3rd 

Pour miles fine branch at angle of .road saw some sinrrular 
formed rocks. Road hilly. No water for six miles. Passed Salt 
Lake road. Dusty. Several small streams on the hill. Sixteen miles. 
Aug. 4th. 

Road hilly to Goose Creek. had to let our wagons down with 
ropes one place. Came some ten miles along Goose Creek. Saw 
a party of Indians. We broke the end of our to�gue and_ the 
tongue hounds of our wagon but the damage was slight and �oon 
repaired. Grass plenty. Well enten off by stock. 
Aug. 5th. 

We lay over. More trains on the road today than is usual 
on the Sabbath. 
l\ug. 6th. 

Started at daybreak. Steets overset their. wagon. Came ten
miles up the creek then left it. Ten or twelve miles to water. Very 
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litt!.:: g ra�s. C.imc twenty-one miks down th.:: Hot Spring Vallt!y.I.kid gr.'.lsS. C,1m.:: twenty-six miles. 
Aug. 7th. 

Fi\·c miks found tolernble gr.1ss .'.ltld W.'.ltcr in a \\'ell dug in
.'.l dry brnnch. Rested two and a half hours. Mon·d on ten ortwclve miks farther. Grnss and water fine. i\Iet with J. L. CarterArkansas formedy from Johnson County, Tennessee. Le.irnedthat his brother John Carter .'.lncl Robert \Villi.:ims were on nhead.Snow on Utnh iionntains. Six miks passed Hot Springs waterhot enough to boil an egg. C:m't bear hand in it. Boils up inse,·cr.'.ll p!accs .:ind forras a good brge str.::,1m. Few mil\�S fol·the, Ide valley, crossed over a ridge and c.:ime to a branch of theHumboldt or a stream that makes toward it but sinks before itrc:1chcs it. Carne eight miles through a canyon. Nineceen timesto cross the cr;::ek. Twent;--fin� mile!;. Passed t!,e warm springs,·cry pl�asant t.:-mperat11rc fol' bnthiag. 

Aug. 9th. 
Cnme nineteen miles through a beautiful valley to the Hum�l>(-,Jdt or St. l\·Iary·s. Fine grass all th� way. The river at thisplace is not a rod wide. 

r\un. 10th. 
Trnvelcd all day along the river until evening then came tonorth fork of the: rh·er and left it for a mile or so. Touched it! then left it for two miles. Grass equal to ,:iny meadow. Distance' t'.•:enty-two miles. Caught a fine mess of trout.

'A Hg. 11th. 
Tcavded along river all day. Fine grass and a g_�eat manyc;:19<! hens. Camped at the mouth of Noman's fork. Fme grass.Twenty miles. 

.!1,uu. 12th. 
On yesterday evening we were informed thnt there would be!>r�aching at nn encampment above us. We alJ concluded to go. 

:::-;::--============== 
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The prt:1cher was "Snrnll Potatoes." Saw �nany teams _on the 
rnad today. The parson guve us two other discourses dunng the 
evening. 

J\.ug. 13th. 
Stc1rted by daylight but the ox teams were as early as us. 

Came some sixteen miles along the river. Grass no� so go?d. 
Bottoms small. Some very grand scenery along the !'Iver. H1rrh 
bluffs and shaggy rocks. C.imped at a creek which is probably 
Thomas Fork and not the one we came from this evening which 
is on the south side of the river. Everyone seems anxious to push 
ahead. We saw a solitary Indian. Shoshone. We have not seen 
any of the Utah or Diggins. Saw some few trains who have .lost 
horses and an ox or two has been shot with arrows. The Indians 
keep concealed. 

Aug. Hth. 
Today is five months since I ldt home and 100 miles _yet 

from the "Eldorado". Left river early passed over through hills. 
Water eight miles. Twenty miles to river. Came twenty-six 
miles. Roads more dusty than I hnve ever seen them. No grass. 
Bottoms very poor. Saw some men who said they had _shot an 
Indian who had just killed one of their ox:n. The. 1nd1an� are 
steding caattle. Whites stealing horses. This morning Atkms�m 
left us. A very agreeable departure for the men. He was so dis
ngreeable that none of us could get along witl, him. 

Ana. 15th. 

Country poor and barren. Grass parched up. Some fine 
spots of grass on the river. Our mules very dull today. Some are 
sick. Probably ate something last night that hurt them. On� of 
our Scotchmen's horses sick also. Grass bad. Came twenty nules . 
Passed three wagons. Said Indians hnd stolen twenty-three head 
of their cattle. Two or three found shot with arrows. Some twenty 
men were in pursuit of them but could not come up with them 
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as w� � ftcrwa :ds h::.1 :ncd .  The moun tnins today run pa ra l lel withth-: r iver  on e i ther  s ide. 
Friday, Aug. 1 6th. 

F�vc ?t i les . Leave:. river .  Str ike a l kal i  again. My rid ing  m ulevery sick m the morn i n g .  Severa l of our m u les and horses sickRained sl ightly. 
( One  page o f  o r ia inal  diary  los t } .  

Tuesday, Aug. 2 1 st  
We concl t1de  to take new rou te. Lea rned th.i t there was nograss on old _ -road for I 00 m i les and sixty without wa ter. Ne:wroute:  was said to ha_ve water twelve, s ixteen and twenty milesapa rt a1: d g rass_ a t  s ix ty  . We conc:luded to s tart that night at1 :00 wh ,ch we did .  We left the river on o.i r  ldt .  Here I rem.t d�ed�h a t ! hc:d neve r been so g ross ly  cl ccc ived in a il ything as I ·was!n this _ri ver. The rl":er was m uch smal ler and the scenery less� n terestm � a n d  th ere 1s  no wi ld  oats and clover and herd g razingin such aoundance  as we expected.  The fi rst sixty or I 00 milesg rass was fi ne.  After that qui te indi fferent.  

Wednesday, Aug. 22nd. 
Started a t ha lf  past one  in  th e. mo rn ing  and found the roada very good on e to have gradual  ascents  and descents. Du ringth e day found good wate c a t twelve mi les .  No grass exc ep t  hereand there a bunch. No t  enough for an c.1nimul to live upon. V./ aterat th e sou th of road one m i le .  R each ed the  sixteen mi le  water ati :00. F� u nd that the s trea m  was so sma ll and so much s tockarou nd 1t  that we cou ld  not get a drop for our anima ls .  We. letthem rest an hou r  or so.  Ga ve them a l i t t le grass we brou ght wi thus and started,  in tend i ng to go to wa ter  before we s topped, fortunately w� fou nd th ree wcJls on e  m i le to the left of the road.About .a mi le f a rch er than the las t narned watering place. Gave our  an i mals �v hat wat:r they would drink an d roB�d ahead un til.about two o clock. Bei n g sleepy a n d  ti red we con c luded to rest
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until <lay. Had g reat t rouble: to pass the  r<:>ad at n igh t  on accou nt 
of  the dead and tired oxen that hod fallen m the road. We rolled 
up in our  blan kets and lay down upon our  bu ffalo robe� and slept 
unt i l  morning when we were aroused by the g n awin g of our  
ho rses which had become so fa mished that  they had began to  eat 
up our wagon, to g·naw of f  their blankets and bridle rein. 

Thursday, Aug. 23rd. 
Resumed o u r  journey at dnylight and in a short t ime cam e  t� 

water and a l i t t le g rass bu t it had been eaten off so short  tha t i t  
was almost impossible for an animal to get a m outhful and to o u r  
su ,:prise w e  found the water hot. Rested until_ ! 1 :00 th en moved 
on two or th ree m i les to better g rass and bodmg water. Pound 
some water to drink in  some wells . I m mense crowds of oxen and 
m u les on the  grass. The water  is so hot t�at i t  wil� s ca ld a� ox 
to death in a few minutes. Several were laymg dead in th e sp n ngs 
of which there are many at  th is place. There is  g reat da nger of 
the cattle dr inking this hot water and it  will kill the m _ imra �diately. 
Very good tea can be drawn by fi l l i ng  the. teapot �v 1 th this water  
and then set i t  in the  boili ng water for a few . min u t es. Let our  
animals graze unt il evening then moved some five or  s jx  miles 
to very good grass and warm water. Passed the boiling sp.rir:iss 
which are spoken of by Fremont. We have been now t ravelmg 
over a grec1t desert which looks l ike. a bed of ashes and s�nd, 
ful l  of mole hi l ls of a greate r or less size as on each of these lit tle. 
mounds g rass now grows or i t  would be a perfectly barren waste. 
The grass is found in small  patches. Th e bottom _li terally covered 
with wagons and stock. Distance from river to first warm 
springs sixty miles. 

Friday, Aug. 21th. 
Started early and came seven miles where we found fine wat_er 

and grass three-fourths of a mi le from road. Grazed for a :wh1�e 
then started for the next  camping which we expected to fmd m 
seven miles bu t it proved a lmost fi fteen miles . The road is sandy 
and heavy. Found an .ibundance of g rass and seYernl hundred . .  
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w.i gons. Hcdgcpatch 's train a mong the  nu mber. A train fromOregon Cit y cnmc  in th i s  even i n g  with supp lies for the troops· atFort Hal l  an d those ·on the  way to Cal ifornia .  Cam e  twenty miles,Satu rday, Au g. 25th.
Concluded to s tay and rest our  teams on the good grass and wa i t  for Myers to take his cu toff .  Some say will have to go 1 4 0miles t o  h ead o f  Sacrcmen to.  M yers will n o t  tell whether or  noth e \vi i i  make a cuto ff. We. intend to n wait  his movem ents at least.Met with some acquain tances, a son of Judge Pecks and a Mr. Will iams from Georgia.  Cam e  up with Dnyton, Ohio company.Introduced to a Dr. H. Mason from Oh io who is with us now.Th e a tmosphere for the last two or  th ree days has been ver ysmoky, probably from t h e  vapors aris ing from the h o t  springsalong the val l ey. The most novel mode of  travel to the Digginsis that o f  a man who ca m e  by Salt  Lc:.ke. purchased him a l i t t lemi lch cow, p.icked her  with fifty pounds and leads her by a rope,He takes it on foot. Mr.Brown is complaining.

Sunday, Aug. 26th.
Owing to the ind isposit ion of Mr. Brown we rest today. On ris ing this morning I had the p.:ilnfu I  i n te l l i gence to learn that oneof our  mules h ad died du ring the  n ight .  Hith erto it  had shown nosigns of disease. Mr. Taylor who was on watch said i t  came todoor of our tent and evidently wou ld have died there had he  notd riven i t  away. I fel t  as thou g h  I had  lost a friend. Such is ourat ta c h m ent for the.  d u m b  beasts that have carried us so far.Lea rned also on yes terday th at  India ns ki l led the Govern mentgu id e who was looking out for a new rou te from here to th eHumboldt .  Th ere were two Indians and the g uide and on e of hismen separated fro m the rest and came up to the In dians . Th e manI lea rned took hold o f  the bow and arrow of one of the Ind iansand th e g uid e imperdcntly poin ted his gun a t  the other  wheimmedia te ly  killed him. The '  other  man killed one of  th e In dia ns a n d  was himsel f wou nd�d in  both .i rms. Learned th is eveningthat  the  gu id.e was not ki l led but  h is comrade.
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Monday, Aug. 28th. 
I t t to be ahead of ox t ra ins .  A re Brown better .  Made ear Y � a r  

Cli mbed a s teep and traveling with the Day t�n , 
?�h�ch

o

:b:;J"ti ful val ley can be seen rocky h i l l  from th e su
p
m m1 t  

cl h h a canyon which presents to ,both east and west .  asse t rou� 
e. scener he has seen on thethe t raveler some. of tte ros t suth:ises perie.ndicular from fiveroute. Pyra midal roe 

d
a ter hod 

f m the other. At oth e r  pointsto 600 feet . Each one etac e ro 
which have cru mbled and immense rock l.i y along the.  canyon 
and are: now for ming soi lfallen from the i r  lofty resting pJaces 

a re beginning to g row. a mong whic� th e wild .sag
\ 

an . 
y;:sg�h and has plenty o f  g rassThis canyon is twenty-six �1 e� m

and water. Came twenty-six miles. 

Tuesday, Aug. 28th. · 
f d unted on a fine bottom o Passe.cl thr?u g\ ca:yon

�i' ca::'r°on beyond which we foundgrass between it  an  t e sma 
h h Came up to Hedge.to be very rough and di fficult to get t rou� . 

" ting h is movepath's where we found a grea t  many trams awa1 
ments .  It  is very cold. 

Wednesday, Aug. 29th.
. . 

p d mali lake and camped at the Came fi fteen m1le.s. asse 
f
a 

s £ ·zes Cold a nd plenty bend beyond. Plenty of g rass or our m1 . 
of ke. 

Thursday, Aug, 30th. 
M ers and his host .  Succeeded. Started at 3 :00 in order to pass '! 

\Ve are in s ight o f  the Twelve miles we came to rar{; jP�:gt�pped with snow. l\·IovcdSierra Nevadas, the  tops o_  �v 

,� l f acres of fine g rass and plentyon twelve mHes far ther .  Milhond 
�t 'Phinlb Creek which is a� i ts of hare and sage hens. Ca m�e 

1 • along its banks. R1ghtname i mpl ies has rlums an C le rnesf 
.1 w.:irm at the base o Sierras. Twenty- our m1 es. 
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E:NAOUTE: TO CALIFOHNIA
FriJ':.1y, Aug. 31st.

Today we crossed the s· N hours to cross it. H:.id to do it�{ra cvad.is. Took us about three
came to the top a bcnutiful lfo <: tt"1 m �bout lrnlf mile. When we
u{on J°t1r vision. than which no�h�n;f tc1�� bd stately pines burstt _e s lores of the Pacific. Cnm ·d . cou e more welcome than aules. Night cool.

pc in a valley at the bnsc. Ten
Saturday, Sept. 1st.

With lighter and more will" shores of the Pacific p . d 
lllg steps we move on to theGoose Creek which ·w/::�ch!�t� 

robigh roads before reaching
atmosphere being so laden within a kut ten miles traveI. The
scarcely see the lake much less

smo _l\ and vapor we couldsouth. Fine road. Plenty grass Cke out its outline. Here we turn
S d 

. ame twenty-three milesun ay, Sept. 2nd.
Move on ten miles to bett many wagons ahead of d 

er grass and wood not 'a great -
M cl S 

us an not any in a short distance -.. 
on ay, ept. 3rd, · · 

Came to head water of p· R. Fine road and plenty of du�� 
iver. Traveled along it all day. twenty-four miles.

. sage hens and grouse. Made.
Tuesday, Sept. 4th.

Kept along the river K'H d fine eating. The rive;s 'a:d 
sever:; sage hens w11ich are veryResembles the Humboldt 
crce are dull and sluggish . sembles the pictures of the ;ery muc?· c.ountry very 1Htle re�the old waste hilis of Nort6'c? ��hforma. The hills resemblecedar. Twenty-four miles.

aro urn grown up with pine and
We_d1Jesday, Sept. 5th.

Folfow river through h roug canyon and crossed the river
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many times and climbed steep rocky hills. The immigrants have 
set the grass on fire and have destroyed a great quantity of it. 
We came in the evening to a beautiful brocld bottom enclosed 
around with mountains. Lenrned th<1t we are 210 miles from our 
destination. 

{Page of original diary lost) 
, 

Tuesday, Sept. 11th. 

In six miles we came to some large ·springs. Rough roads. 
Crossed a branch of Fether River and came six miles beyond. At 
noon went out to hunt and came to camp at l 0:00 at night. S.:iw 
several deer, shot at them but killed none. Came twenty miles. 

Wednesdayt Sept. 12th. 
Went hunting. Killed fine deer. Saw twenty deer. Wounded 

another severely. Took the hills after leaving Deer Creek. Steep 
and rough road then. Camped at small stream where we found 
some soldiers with flour, etc. for the troops who were out explor� 
ing. Partly intended, I suppose, for the starving immigrants. 

-Thursday, Friday and Saturday completed our journey across
the steep and rugged hills· and came to Davis Setlement. 

THE END. 

This diary was written by Samuel Murray Stover. He left 
his East Tennessee home in the early months of 1349 with a 
caravan to California, but he does not begin this diary until May 
1st as he reaches Independence. Missouri. 

"In 1831 Independence, Mo., was the starting point for 
immigrants going into the Indian country to the south and west." 

This was copied from the original diary in I 932 by Florence 
Stover Atki�s (grand daughter) and Almena Atkins (great grand 
daughter). 
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l ======= 

�am11d l\lurrav Stover wns the �on of \Villinm Stover and 
$.1rah Drake Stov;r. H.:: w.,s the fothc-r of 

\VILLIAM BUTLER STOVER 

CHARLEY STOVER 

HENRY STOVER. 

A;\IELIJ\ STOVER FOLSOM 

BELL VAOORA STOVER SMITH 

ALMENA STOVER BONDURANT 

SALLIE STOVER 

EMMA STOVER ALEXANDER 
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