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A TRIP ACROSS THE PLAINS IN 186@

This is takon from Hamiltm Scottt!s dlary with additlmal.' e ':':".-"."':" SR
notes by Avin’ Zaring, one of the partye . - . : T

.+ I started April 2ith in company with Thamas Paul, Rev. Joseph Paul, Alvih Zaring end ,

,"famllies fram near Freemont, Iowa, for Walla Walla, Washington Territorye. We loaded &
!- our wagons end drove eight miles. Our tesms worked very wolle We had three yoke i
. of oxen and one yoloa of cows to a teame Our first oa.mp was jbhrae miles east of '
' Oahaloosa. T . ‘ _' : . oo f.. Sk

e e ;. . ;‘.:.

April 25.. Tra.velled a.bout lh miless Got along very velle . Found a few mud holes. }'
Aprn 2 .6 Tra.vel].ed 15 miles- camped at Monroe, Jasper co.‘ ',“We,ha.d good oads.‘a.ll

Rem&i.ned in cemp it being Sundey e Weqtl to ohuroho-'l,:-, :

LU

’.'f.'April: 28. -‘Remg.‘i'ned in cempe Practised shootinge

" dpril E9° Drove 18 miles passed Prairie §ity in Monros Oountye

April 30. Drove about 13 miles; crossed Des Moines River at Des Moines Citye. We -
" pulled around and " crossed Coon River on a ferry boat the seme day and aame placeo
Ve o / Lo [y
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May le. :Drove 17 milea ocrossed North River camped in Warren COunty. [RERS:

' May 2e Travelled about 18 miles passed through Winterset, Icma. ) . ) l \ l

. n , ‘
" May 3s Drove 12 miles stopped at moon expecting to lay over Emnday ‘bt sould not .
get feed for owr cattles. Corn 1s very scarce here. We camped on Middle R:Lver. . g

a May h. Drove 16 miles stopped at noon passed through Greenfield in Adair County
| ‘ i“'.'. and camped o Nodaway rivere Wias obliged to travel today for went of feed.

" May 5. : Drovo 19 miles camped at Marysville Cass County, f :
- May 6. Drovo sbout 15 niles and camped on the open prairies We staked our oattle g
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l May 7. . Drove about four miles and stayed at Louis on Nishuabotna River and fished
1 " but had no lucke

|
l .
} , May 8« Remained in camp to rest our cattle.

, ; v May 9¢ Drove about twenty miles camped on the River Jordon, a small stream just r
Lo a good laap for a bull froge '

May 10« Drove about 15 miles, grazed our cattle yesterday even:lng and this evening _:-‘ .
_ for the firat since we startede Pgsture good in placese R

Ma.y 1l. Ten miles brought us to Mt. Olive, a small tommn in Mills County 12 miles S
from the Missouri Rivere We will stay here several days and lay in our flour and B
some other provisionse We will also wait until the rest of our company comes who .
is now somewhere on the road behind use iR

May 19+ After one weeks rest and our company having arrived we pursue our journey
passing through the town of Glenwood. Drove 15 miles and campede

o
May 20s Nine miles brought us to Council Bluffge. Four miles more brought us to
the Missouri River. We crossed over to Qmaha. Here we laid in our entire outfit
to last us through to the Pacific Coaste e drove three miles out from town and
campede This is our first cemp in Nebrasla.

May 2 o1 Drove twelve milese J

Moy 224 Drove twenty miles and orossed the Elk Homme River, camped on Rawhide creek.
May 25+ Drove twenty miles, passed through a little village called Freemonte One '
of the small boys got his leg broken by falling out of the wagon in whioch he was
riding and the wheel passed over his leg. Today we get our first glimpse of the )
great an‘q muddy Platt river and tonight we are camped on it's bankse / "
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. ;- Of Water. Lo it '!. S fiooe l'

: May 26. Dfove seventeen miles, camped on Loup Rivero

' :"-. ¥ay 28, Some of our cattle swam the river last nig,ht. We had quite a hunt for o £
: them but finally found them end made a twenty mile. drive todw. AP N o TR

L May 30s Drove twenty miless

g b ;
May 254 ° Started at noon, drove eleven miles, oamped on the prairie near ‘a pond
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May ?99 ‘Drove tjwenty three milese

May 3de  Drove twenty milese Camped on Wood River,

June 1. Started at noon drove fourteen miless

June 2. Drove twenty miles, passed Fort Kearney on opposite side of the rivere Fownd
: "some alkali todaye

June 3« Drove twenty miles, camped on Platt Valley.

June L+ Found no grass or water for our stock at noon today. We stopped and ate

a bite ourselvese We travelled on until most sundown and cemped near the grave -

where scme poor fellow had been buried perhaps years agoe .Drove about twenty two

miles todaye - _ )

June S5« One of the men shot a jack-rabbit today. They are larger thanrour ccmmon

rabbitee Drove eighteen miles todaye ' -
Con L

June 6¢ Passed two graves today one of which iliere was a large flag waving over

and the man's neme inscribed on the head board. He had shot himself accidentdlly

."ten days ago and lived several hourse We drove eighteen miles todaye

June Te Passed a boiling hot springe Drove eighteen miles and camped on Platt
River swam to an island to get wood. We got gome dead willowse We are told that
we get no more wood for two hundred milese

June 8« We had the census of the train taken today as follows:s Men 883 Women L6;
children 86; total 2203 wagons 523 cattle 315; horses and miles 38+ We found some
mud holes today where our wagons went in over the axles Drove eighteen miles. We
are now on the North Platte

June 9. Drove about .sixteen miles today over sandy bluffse Camped near a springe

June 10, Had about five miles of very heavy sandy roads ‘this morninge Prove
eighteen miles todaye

June 11, Crossed a number of small ereeks todaye Drove twenty miles oamped on a
nice oreeke : -

June 12« Passed Ash Hollow on opposite side of the rivers Drove twenty miles
camped on, the river,

June 13, Mre. Delong shot one of his cows this morning. She aoted as if she was
mad or had inflemation of the brains Drove twenty miles today and cemped on
Platt Rivere

June 14, Some of the men killed a'jaélc-rabbit and an antelope at noon todaye. -
Pleasant today, drove twenty milese

June 15 Had an exhortation from Father Paul at nine o'clock A.Me Started at
half past eleven moved along very nlcely until about four o'olock when two of the
boys laid down by the ‘road side in a ditch and raised up suddenly Just as a team

of five yoke of cattle were passinge The team took fright and ran off to one

. May die Drove about eleven miles, =wnped at noon and layed over to allow the wamen

“" to do some washing and us boys went swimminge We saw our first Indians todaye
.. .~This is our first oamp on what we might.call the real plainse It is just ons manth . .
today since we bid adieu to home and friends and oracked our whips for the Pa.oifio S

o COast or for the gold mines we hope to find beyond the Roclq,' Mmmtains. ,,,

May 27, * Had quite a storm last night, cattle broks away from the guards, found I, 3 3
.i . -them this morning not very far awaye. We ferried the rivere There bei.ng abaut 3
.. sixbty teams ahead of us it took all dey to get acrosse .
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- 8ilde end turned over the wagon in a ditch killing one ox and hurting one child but " = ‘-
. not dangerously. The chain broke letting four yoke loose from the wagone We drove Bl
¢ one mile farther and camped making abéut an eight mile drive today. - After we got - .. .~
.. settled in the camp we decided that weé would have fresh beef steak for suppers So

i 'a few of us went back and skinned the ox that was killed in-the wreck and brought -/

. the hind quarters into cemp. We.sure had beef s‘beak for supper and breakfaste

L

™" June 18+ "Passed Soobt¥s Bluffs. Drove’ twenty five miles to'dgy st cnped o & "
* small-orgeke . ; e pleBoE R e v

* June 16. Passed Chimney Rocke This rock stands ‘on & send bar and is thirty feet ’
: . high and about six feet in diemeter at the top.. Saw scme Indiens today the first e Sl oS
.. for about three hundred miles. Drove twenty miles today. ; g

i June 17 Tim Bailey's wife brought a new comer into camp .'l.ast night which oaused
-us to lay by today. . .

]

Jure 19. Pleasant today drove twenty=five miles and cemped on the river near timber
the first for about two hundred miles. We have been using weeds and buffa.lo ohips
for fuel which anawered very well on these desert pleinge

June 20, Had a wedding in camp last night at nine o'clocke . A Couple from enother

e . train came in and had Reve Joseph Paul to tie the knote We had an alarm in camp

about eleven ofclock last nighte. The guards called three times, 'Who comes there?'
This was followed by about twenty shots in quick succession, at the seme time tIndienst
Indienst Indianst Helpt Helpt was shouted. The camp was in great confusion, wanen
were greatly alarmede It turned out to be a white man trying to steal a horse and -
no India.ns to be found. We drove 18 miles todaye ; L o
;. Note: dJume 20 This mention of the Indien scare was writf:en 5
* before the true nature of th'e cirtumstances was made lnowne ' wi
{11 Captain Kennedy thought best as we were getting out emong the -

. .. o--  Indiens to test the bravery of the men in the traine He fell _
: upon the plan to have the guards raise an alarmithat the Ine -

"~ ! . .. dians were coming and aettacking the horse guardse This caused
quite an excitements One o0ld fellow jumped out of his wagon
end getting on his knees called upon the Loz ifor ppootection

at the very top of his voice., Judging fram the old fellow's. i e
daily 1life, I would think it was probably the first time he ever ’
prayed.

June 21. Ten miles brought us opposite Fort Laremiee . The river forks here snd =
‘the Fort stends in the forks of the rivere. Here we ate dinner and watered our

cattles There being no grass we drove three miles up the north fork and struok
oampe The women did same washing heree

June 22, Captain Kennedy went over to the post office which was on the opposite
side of the rivere He got a great many letters but none for me which disappointed

.me very muchs We remained in camp all daye

June 23, Drove fifteen miles over the Black Hills, About as strange and stony
road as I ever travelled. There are some sctubby pines scattered over these hills.
Camped on the rivere

June: 2l Quite hilly today but roads’ goode A sprinkle of rain fell last night
which was gratefully received both by man and beast. Drove sixteen miles camped
on small creek, grass not very goode

June 25¢ Good roads today dr%ve eighteen miles, grass not very goode

June 269' Pleasant weather drove twenty miles, camped on the river, grass no goode

June 2/« Bad roads in forenoon good in the afternoone Drove eighteen miles camped
ca the rivers

June 23 Lald in oamp set wagon tires and shod oattle todaye
June 29. Drove ‘eighteen miles roads rough. Camped on river, grass very poore
June 30. Roads sandy drove ei@;};teen miles camped on rivers -

uly le Seven miles brought us to lower Platt river bridgee Seven miles more

" brought us to upper Platt river bridges Camped six miles above making twenty miles.

.........
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‘take him which they dide With court organized and : _..y of twelve men selectéd,

* setting of the sune Drove twelve and camped on the rivers

Y -?-.

July 2. Left Platt river alter travelling two miles. Drove fifteen miles more and e

£ oamped at Stage Station. Hove spring water for «ooking and sage bruah for fuel. ' ’

-4

July 3. Having no grass and scarcely eny water for our stock, we drove seven miles :'.,,-‘ -

by nine o'clock last nighte Finding good grass and good water we stayed here until o

one ‘o'clock todaye We then hitched up end drove nine miles making sixteen mnes Y
todaye Cemped on a small creeke '

July e ‘Drove twelve miles camped at noon having to bury one of our company boys
herees Bovee's death was accidental end was a very sad affaire Whlle he and an=

..., other man were hunting wolves in the bluffs about two miles from the train, Bovee
i . shot onee The wolf fell down & orevice bLetween the rocks. “When Bovee stooped to’
"+, scalp the enimal, his revolver fell from the holster hitting a rock end shotting him

through the hearte He lived only a few minutes. He leaves a wife emd two childrene
Poor woman, it will be hard for hers Thanas Mackay the man who was with him ceme -
running in and related the accident. Captain Kennedy sent one of his horse teams
vwhich he had hitched to a spring wagon and brought him ins The train moved on a
couple of miles to Independence Rock on Sweet Water. Here we struock ocmmpe This
rock is one fourth of a mile long, two hundred feet high and three or four hundred
feet wide at the bottan and 1s rounding from the ground upe It has several ponds

of water on tope -

July 5e¢ We laid in cemp until one o'clock on account of Thomas Paul's wife being
sicke She was better at noon so we hitched ups We have about eighty wagons in the
train nowe 4bout five miles up the river we crossed, swimming our stock and pulling
our wagons over a shaky bridge by hende Drove three miles more up the river and
cemped near the Devil!s Gate which the river rums throughe Travelled eight miles
tOdB.YQ i ‘

July 6 Drove about twenty five miles; No grass ab noone At four o'olock PeMe ,
passed two trains camped wht informed us of a murder committed near them today. Two
men quarrelled about a team, one shot the other, took his team and moneye We travel=
led late, found no grass; cattle suffering for feede : Sh

¢

July T« Started at sun rise travelled four or five miles end found grass on river
bottame Several trains were cemped here so0 we drove in and cemped tooe We are
infarmed that the murderer is camped heree By request of some men fram another !
camp, Ceptain Kemnedy of our train ordered out twenty men well armed to swrround-and |

he was given a fair trial and a twelve to one verdict guilty of willful murders

The prisoner kept under guard, we hitched up at two p«n. and drove eight milese

Grass end water goode A large train was camped here. Captain Kennedy called their
whole campeny together and laid the oase before thems They decided that the prisaner
be executed tomorrow morninge

July 8¢ Gave prisoner his choice to be shot or hangede He preferred to be shote
Twenty five armed men marched him one half mile to where his grave had been prepared.
Fourteen of the guns were loaded with bullets and the rest were blanks. When the
signal was given they all fired the prisoner falling backwards and dying within one
minutes It was a sad sight to look upon. We immediately laid him in his grave
without even a rough boxe As soon as our work wes completed we moved on toward the

Note: This party was from Pikes Peek mines on their way to Powder

River mines in Oregone A men by the neme of Young and one by the

name of Scott were travelling together with a party of sbout three
wagonse Young end Scott had a quarrel about their teams This dise

pute was settled betwoen themselvess Scott with another man took

the teem and went or~ahead. Young was encouraged by one of the

other men to follow him and kill hime So they overtook Scott and -

Young shot him and killed hime Young shot him from the back of the wagen
in which he was ridinge. They buried him in a three foot hole in the

dust without a boxe

July 9¢ Passed the warm springs. The water was sbout blood heats Drove wenty
miloa camped on a oresk, drove our oattle sbout three miles for grasse . . °°

July 10 Drove seven miles camped at another springe Drove our cattle sbout ¥
three or four miles to grasse There 1s sbout two hundred wagons ocemped here and

some soldiers who protect the emigrants, P
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July 1le Drove twéht_y miles cemped on Sweet Water olose to a large snow banke

July lé, laid in cemp for the purppse/ of setting wagqn tires agc'lﬁshqeh’:g,éa.ftle etoe

: :? cJduly e Six miles brought us to Landers cut off roade Drove twenty miles oamped
... on the Sweet Watere The grass and also water is goode Crossed fram Nebraska

'l‘erritoz"y into Utah

'July_'ll&.' Iaid in campe Ee Ee Ellis's wife brought. a new camer irto camp last nighte i |
July 15+ Drove eight miles camped at eleven ofclock on account of sickness in the _3
traine Same of the mem shot an antelope which seemed to be the best meat I hawe ::@ " /=
‘ever. eatens o . o

- July 16» The party whioh was siok is able to travel this morning so we moved on

once mores We crossed the summit of the Rooky Mtse. this morninge Five miles
brought us to Little Sandy Creek and five miles more to Big Sandye Drove fifteen
miles today and camped on Big Sandye '

July 17« Nine miles brought us to a spring where we took dinmere S&ixteen miles
brought us to Green River where we carmped it being darke. Made twenty five miles
vodays | o, ; 1
July 18. Unloaded end corked five wagons making two boaks of theme. We :got twelve
wagons ferried over this evening,
July 19. Swam our stock over this morning and by dark we had the wagons all over
safe without any mishapse The river was very highi and running very rapide We

had considerable trouble in swimming our stock over. We put.our horses in three ' -
times end they would go about half way across then turn down stream end drift back
to the same side that we put them in one We finally had to lead one beside our new
constructed boats and the rest followed after hime It seemed almost a miracle that
we got safely aorosse : )

July 20s One of our cattle missing this morninge Thomas Paul and A. Hunter started
on¢ the search for hime We hitched up the rest of the teams and drove six miles
canping on a branch of the Green River. We will have to ferry this the same as the
other river, ’ I & B
July 21 There was an emigrant ferry boat found yesterday evening which our company
bought for five dollarse Will get possession of it at Phree o'clock this eveninge
The party which went to hunt the ox has not ro'menode

July 22, ‘All ferried over by ten o'clock and our men came in with the lost ox about

that times We drove about ten miles this evening and camped on a creeke Saw some
squads of Indians at a distance. We put out picket guards tonighte. The Indians

have been attacking the emigrants and stealing stock along heree They killed one

men e day or two agoe His grave is close by our ocemp tonighte

Note: * When we passed by, his little dog was lying on the lonely.
graveoe .

July 23. Ten miles brings us to a creek where we ate dinners Several trains camped
here. They had their stock stampeded but have them about .gathered up nows One
train had their cattle corraled and they ren over three wagans and broke them down
slightly wounding two men. 'We drove three miles farther camped on another oreeke
Put out picket guards tonighte :

July 24 Stayed in camp o account of sickness in the companye We are now camped
at the entrance of a canyon in the Bear River Mountainse

July 25« Our ocattle stampeded twice last night. We found them all by ten o'clock
this morninge Drove eight miles up the Canyon through mud and water knee deepe

July 26, One mile father put us through the canyons Drove fourteen miles end
travelled through eome very tall pine timber.

July 2J« We remained in camp all daye Thomas Paul's wife died about nine o'clock
this morninge She died in childbirth. She has left an infante She has been very
poorly for some timee We buried her this evening under a large pine tree and put
a post end paling fence around her grave. Our ocattle stampeded last night about
eleven o'clocke One hundred and fifty got awaye We found all but fifteen neare
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July 28+ There were ten of the men started out this morning to hunt for the missing ‘

cattle.:' We hitched up at noon and drove ten miles ‘cemping in the timbers No grass

-

for stocks We have cur cattle under yoke and chain them to treess The men haventt ',.-,».

oame yet who went to look for the missing cattle,

" Note: The writer of this note was ome of the company who went after.’

|

the cattlees In the stempede, the cattle wrut north of the campe About e

"+ one mile fram the cemp, a large grizazly bear got after them which caused
. them to run over a very rough mountainous couwntry for about fifteen milese
We did not realize how perilous the undertaking to regain the cattle was
as the Indians were exceedingly hostile in this part of the country. We
arrived in cemp about eleven p«ne with four head of ocattlee After we had
travelled about three hundred miles another train overtook us retuming
rthe rest of the stook(which had wandered back to the road.

July 29, 'The men came in last night about ten o'oclocke Found four head of the
cattle, that leaves some eight head that we will never. .gote Drove eighteen miles
found fair pasturee The first since yesterday morninge :

* Juby 30e Drove twelve miles camped on a nicestreem of clear oold mountain water.

We are in the Wind River Mountains.

-¥ {.

July 31e Drove Fifteen miles. Have several sick oxen this. evenings

August le Ieft three or four dead cattle this momminge Drove fifteen miles got
through the Mountains todaye

August 2. Between eleven and twelve ofclock owr cattle socared at some loose horses
belonging to another traine About twenty five teams ran away upsetting and breaking

wagons, running over men, women and childrene Mrs. Townsend ‘fram Mémroe, Iowa was <

dangerously woundede Wilson Scott had a broken leg. Mrs. Hoover!s head was bruised
We struoic camp when we got straightened up, making only eight miles todays

August 5 Thomas Paul's child died last night and Mrs. Towdsend who was so seris
ously hwrt in the stempede died about twelve o'clock todays We buried them this
evening. The others are all getting bettere ' "
Magust ho Our cattle being so unsafe to travel all together we divided the oogpaxw
in four parts.and travelled same distance spart all camping together at night.
Drove twenty miles and camped on a branch of Snake River's y
August 5¢ Drove twenty miles camped on Snake Rivers

August 69 Drove sixteen miles and camped on a small streame

Aupust 7. Eleven miles brought us to a brench of Snake River which we had to ferry

_costing us one dollar end fifty cents per wagone Drove one mile more end cemped

melcing twelve milese I gathered some very nice currenmts this eveninge We will
have some plese We are now opposite Fort Hall eight miles distances

August 8¢ Drove about eighteen miles very dusty roadse

August 9. Passed the American Falls on Sneke Rivere This is one of the natural
ouriositiese The water falls forty or fifty feet over rocks and makes a great
roaring noisee When we stopped for dinner there was a man came riding baok and
told us the Indians were then robbing a train about four miles ahead and they wanted
assistance« Some of the men started immediately the rest hitching up without
finishing our dinner and drove on as fast as we could punch our teams along but
before we got there the Indians had driven the emigrants away and had taken all
their stock and provisions, olothing and everythinge They had gone leaving the
empty and naked wagons even taking the covers off the wagonse It was only a small
train of eleven teamse There were not less than two hundred Indians that made the
attacke There were only twenty five men in the train and a few women. They killed
one man and wounded another in the arm snd seriocusly wounded one waman who was shot
in the neck. We took them in amd hauled their wagons to a suitable camping place
about four miles aways We will make arrengements to teke them along with use Hore
we found & horse train of about twelve wagona that was attacked at about the same
time that the other train wase Eight of their horses were stolen emd two of their
men killede The next morning Sunday, August 10, Captain Kemnedy with thirty five
armed men started in pursuit of the Indians to recover the stolem property. Vhen
about nine miles from camp a band of Indians came on their horses meeting the partye
The Indiens at onoe raised a white flage One of the boys shot at them. . The Indians
immediately raised a Warwhoop and began ciroling our boyse They fought.them for

sbout three miles killing two of our campany and woulding several otherse
’,'.
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Captain Kennedy mo'rte.lly wounded, shot through the side just above the hip bonee.

Tom Newman and one other missing supposed to be killed. There is now four or, five
trains camped here. '

August 1le We have buried five men side by sidee. We think it is not safe to go
. back to hunt the other two men for fear we lose more. Newman was seen ‘o fall in
" the battles We hitched up and drove thirteen miles and camped on Raft Rivere =~ ‘-

t Captain Kemnedy very poorlyes The loss of property and money was today estimated to

be fifteen thousand dollarse

) . Notea The first train of eleven wagons had 'sixty five head of oattle
and twelve head of horses saving only onme horses.

A bet‘ber and more correct descr:.ption is given in a letter writtem -
by John Ce Hilman to a friend in SteLouise In this letter he explains.
in detail this trouble with the Indiangs ° ‘ ‘

c e

The letter'is as followst , S s
Snake River, August 11, 1862

Mrse Brenson |
Dear Friendt _ - |

On the 8th of this month I wrote you and sent the letter by a Morman to Chandler
Cos, Salt Lake to be mailed.

That was the first opportunity I got of sending a letter since the upper crossing

of the Platte I little thought vhen I wrote you on the 8th that amn occurrence was

to take place next day and the day following, and which will long impress . itself -
upon my mind, and that we were in the very midst of a great denger and seemed to be
almost entirely unconscious ot ite I.will relate what happened as nearly as I cans
On Saturday about 5 peme I was riding ahead of the train a mile or so in search of
grass end & oamping place at which we might remain over Sunday. On looking up the
road ehead of me I saw a horseman caning towards me in a hasty mannere.

This was a rare thing to see any person coming eastward, and expecially in so hasty
a mannere On his approaching me, I discovered that it was a man belonging to our -
wagon, and who had left us on the day previous to overtake a friend of his who, he -
learned was in a train two days ahead of use - The first thing he said to me was

'My God, John, the Indians have massacred a train and robbed them of all they had
end they are only a short distance from use* I at once became cansciocus of our
extreme denger and turned back to inform the train and tring up the wagons which
were lagping behind and I expocted an attack to be made any moment. Learning that
two ox trains were ashead of us and going to camp at or mear the battle field, we
pushed on to overtake them.

In an lyours driving we oame to the place where the horrible scene took place, but
found the Indians had run off the stock, teking the provisions, clothing, etce of
the train, but left the wagons which the ox trains ahead of us had taken and gone on
in pursuit of grasss I found quite a quantity of blood, and fragments of such
things as emigrants usually carry with them, end it was evident that the Indians
had done their hellish deeds in a hasty manner and left.

The place selected by them for the attack was thée best on the road and not-far disw
tant from the road which turns down to Salt lake, which I learned is 175 miles south
of use Here we pushed on endeavoring to overtake them, but only got & short distance
on account of the darkness and were obliged to camp on the very ground where the
Indians had, a few hours previous, made ring with their pandemonium like shouts, and
rod with the blood of imnocent men and wamen. We at once put out a strong picket
guard on the surrounding hills, got a hasty supper in the dark, staked out mules in
the sage brush and hoped the night would be a short onee Nothing happening, we .
pushed ¢n at daybreak for the ox teams and grass, which we found in a camp five miles
distant, and here we ceamped during the daye.

I found three men killed and several wounded, one woman mortally wounded and the
wagons which the Indians had lofte Two of the men killed were from Iowa City, AeJe
Winter and an Italian whose name I did not learne The other man was from New York
City, Bulwinkle was his name and it is said he had some $6000400 whioh was taken
from hime All were buried here but the affair did not end here.

Some thirty men from the two ox trains and the trains attacked the previous day,
started out in pursuit of the Indians and their stocke After travelling some seven
miles in the direction in whioh the Indians went they oeme suddenly upon them and
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"and children. o

a fight immediately cammenced. At the first fire three fourths of the white men ran
and the red men pursued, and efter a running fight of soms three miles, the Indiens

* ceased their pursuite

In this fight, three of the whites were killed and five severely wounded, one I -
think mortallye After we learned of the fate of the last party the greatest excitew

- ment prevailed in camp and a small party went ‘to their assistence to recover the £

dead and wounded, one iof which was not found and one had been scalped, the first
scalped man I ever sawe Late in the evening both parties returned and two more ox
trains came into oamp ma.king now some two hundred wagons and LOO men and 300 women..

1 .
[ L ELE . e Ty,

This morning we all started together after burying the dead and came 135 miles to
Raft River where we all encamped for the day, end where I am writing thise

Here the road forks, one for Oregon and Washingtan, and the other for Californiae

Truly your friend
- John Ce Hilman
P.Se The Indians I have alluded to were Snakes, and it is thought were in
large foress

Iist of killed: A. J. Winter, Iowa City, Masemo lepi, Ste. Faul, Mi.nn., Charles”
Bulwinkle, New York City, George Sheperi, Iowa City, George We Adams, Jowa City,

‘Italian, name wlnown e _ y i

|
Missing end supposed to be killed: William Mote\s, Thomas Newnane 'f

Wounded: Captain Kennedy, Miss Elizabeth Adams, Thomas Bradford, James Crawford, - ..

Te Io Adams, John Walker, I. I. Cassady, E 0 Sullivan, John Miller, John Patterson,
Ephram Taylore

August 12, Miss Adams the 2ady who was wounded in the fight with the Indians died
last night and was turied this morning. Same of the trains'take the California road
this morninge We keep the 0ld Oregon Roades Drove eig;hteqn miles camped on a oreeke

August 13« Captain Kennedy not able to trav® today, so we laid in campe Our

cattle have beoome peaceful and healthy. o o

-

August JLL, Drove seventeen miles, roads good, camped on a small oreeke
dugust 15, Drove twenty miles camped on a small oreeke

August 16, Drove ten miles camped at noon to wait for a horse train which has been
travelling with us since the Indian fight, until noon yesterday. They stopped on
account of siclmesse .

August 17 laid in camp todaye Had preaching at eleven o'clock by Father Pauls
The horse train has not come up yet.

Aupust 18 Still laying in cempe The horse train rolled into camp this evening and
was pleased we had waited for theme Their sick lady is a little better. EHad a fime
little shower this morninge

-

August 19¢ Camped on the same creeke’

August 20, The stock were herded on a tmundh of a creek in a deep canyon last nighte
There being a great many willows on the creek one of the guards belonging to the
horse train was shot .in the arm by en Indian with an arrowe He was concealed in the
willowse The men surrounded him and kept him until daylight then they routed hime
He made good use of his legs while the bullets whizzed after hime. We ran him nearly
two miles when he was shot downe I being shorter of breath than some others, fell
behind about a half of milee I did not go on to see him but one of the boys gave

me a piece of his scalpes The sun was now perhaps nearly one hour high and as we
were going on our way back to camp we discovered whgt we took to be a heavy dust
rising enst of us whioh we oonoluded was a band of Indians who were coming to the
rescue of their unfortunate comrade which had fallen in our hands and whom was
slaine You ought to have seen us gos I think we went back to camp in less time
than we went out, however as we neared the camp, we got brave and slowed down to a
brisk walke A .little later we discovered that it was only a fog or mist raising
from the water pouring over a falls on the Snake River. We hitched up and drove
eighteen miles and camped on Snake Rivere
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August 2le Friendly Indians came to camp this morning with fish to trade also some
came at' noone They tell us that we are out of the Snake tribes. We did not find any

grass until nome. We drove fifteen miles camped on the river, grass not very goode
We are near Salmon Fallse

August 22 Started at eleven o'clock drove eighteen miles before finding water.

This took us 'til-nine pame and then found no grasse Cattle very tired end some of .
them gave out. ' ’ ‘

Augt;éjb 25, Found some grass this morninge We. will stay here until ngf.lday inqrn;l_.ng.

August 24 Had preaching at three o'clock by a Captain of the house train who is
camping near use - g

dugust 25 Drove sixteen miles camped on the rivers

Note:’ It'w'as'at this place that we met the U.S. Troups coming out to
assist the smigrants to a settlement as was customary each season.

[}

(a w eek of the dlary is missing) ‘
September 2 We made a brush drag today and caught same very fine fishe

Note: We caught enough salmon at two or three drags to supply the

traine I never saw finer fish., I think same of them would have

weighed forty poundse The writer of this note will never forget

the time and day we caught the fishe In the forenoon another man

and I took the cattle out to a feeding placee While guarding the

cattle my gun was accidentally discharged end nine buck shot passed &

to near my head that I fell to the grounde In the afternoon while

dragglng for fish I was helping to hold the drag downe I found the

water was getting too deep for me as I could not swime I turned to

go back but there was a swift undercurrent that took me down in deep

watere I sand and rose the fourth time before I Was taken oute
September 3« There was enother train cams in last night. They tell us that there
is a large emigration caming behind us. Drove fifteen)miles and camped on the rivere
The roads were so dusty that we could scarecccly see the teams part of the timse
Grass not very good, plenty of sagebrush heree.

Septeamber '-l-o_ Drove fourteen miles camped on a creek, fair grasse

September 5. Drove sixteen miles grass shorte Went two miles for water after
night it being dark when we stoppede -

September 6. Six miles brought us to the river and séven miles more brought us to
a oreek where we campede Making thirteen miles today, good grass heree .

September 7e Drove twelve mlles camped on Snake Rivere Grass fairly goode We
passed two hot springs todaye They were so hot that I could hardly hold my hand in
the watere The trains that were with us today laid hy.

Septenber 8. Drove twelve miles. Camped on the river at the mouth of a oreeke
Fairly good grass, roads very sandy and heavye P -

Septermber 9¢ Drove sixteen miles very.sandy roads, Camped om Owyhee River. Good
grass heree

>
September PO0. Having fifteen miles to drive without grass or water and our stock
being very weak, we thought best not to drive in the heat of the day. We hitched
up at five pane and drove until twelve ofclocke We.then made & dry camp that is
without feed or watere

September 1l. Started at sunrise reaching Malhuer River at ten o'clock a«me We will
stay here until tomerrow morning.

L

September 12, Drove twenty miles oamped on Birch Creeke It was after dark when we .-
ocoamped and our overcoai;s did not come amisse

September 13e Drove eight miles camped on Burnt River at noon. Captain Kennedy




S E— o Bel K]

resigned this morning and the company is well pleased becmuse he dide He and his
men that he furnished with teems camped by themselves this evening. We understand
that we have been in Oregon for forty five miles but we are sixty five miles from
settlement yoete The first settlement is on Powder River. They are gold minerse -

September k. }Drowe ten miles up Burnt River. There is some birch end 'cotton wood
on this streame The firszt we have seen excepting some willows since we left the
bear Mountainse Our prinoipal fuel was sage brush end willowse

Septéntber~ 15+ Drove twelve miles camped still on the same. stream. There were high
mountains on both sides of use We have now twenty=oné .in our companye. : We have
eleoted lMire Hall for our Captaine

September 17« Drove fourteen miles camped at a spring but no water for our stocks

September 18. Five miles brought us to where the roads part, tme leading to Fort
Walla Walla end the other to Powder River gold mines at Auburn, Oregone I, with a
number of others took the latter roade Camped on Powder River ten miles from Auburne

" Notes After the last date mentioned, September 18, there was no -
;"% diary kept while on the road to Walla Wallg.. We had nice weather,
"t good grass and waters We passed through IaGrande, Oregon which had
...+ only a few housese I paid 10Z a pound for potatoes heree We had

" no accidents or trouble from Powder River to Walla Walla which took
“. ue nine days to travele On the 27th day of September we struck our
last oamp si.x miles southeast of We.lla Wglla on Cotton Wood Creeks
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A Trip Across the Plains in 1362

(This is taken from Hamilton Sceott's diary with additional notes by
Alvin Zaring, one of the party.)

: T started April 2% in company with Thomas Paul, Rev. Joseph Paul, Alvin
Zaring and families f{rom near Freemont, Iowa, for Walla Walla, Washington
Territory. We loaded our wagons and drove eight miles. Our teams worked verv well.

We had thres yoke of oxen and one yoke of cows to a team. Our first camp was three
miles east of Oskaloosa.

April 25 Traveled about 14 miles. (ot along very well, Found a few
mud holes.

April 26 Traveled 15 miles. Camped at Monroe, Jasper Co. We had good
roads all the way today.

April 27 Remained in camp it being Hunday. Went to church.
Monday April 28 Remained in camp practiced shooting.
Tuesday April 29 Drove 13 miles passed Prairie City in Monroe County.

April 30 Drove about 13 miles crossaed the Des Moines River at Des Moines
v. We then pulled around and crossed C oon River on a ferry boat the same day
. same place.

Thursday May 1 Drove 17 miles crossed North River camped in Warren County.
May 2 Traveled about 18 miles passed through Winterset Iowa.

May 3 Drove 12 miles stopped at noon expecting to lay over Sunday but
could not. get feed for our sattle. Corn 1s very scarce here. We camned on Mianle
River.

Sunday May 4 Drove 16 miles stopped at noon; passed through Greenfield in

Adair County and camped on Nodaway River. Was obliged to travel today for want of
feed,

Monday 5 Drove 19 miles camped at Marysville, Cass County.

Tues. May 6 - Drove about 15 miles and camped on the open nrairie. We
staked our cattle out.

Wednesday May 7 Drove about four miles and staved at Louis on
Nishuabotna River and fished but had no luck.

Thursday May 8 Remained in camp to rest our cattle.

Friday May 9 Drove about twenty miles camped on the River Jorden 3 small
eam just a good leap for a bull-frogg.

Saturday May 10 Drove about 13 miles grased our cattle yesterday evening
and this evening for the first since we started. Pasture good in places.

Sunday May 11 Ten miles brought us to Mt. Olive, a small town in Mills
County 12 miles from the Hissouri River. We will stay hevre several days and lav
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pany comes who is now somewhere én the rord behind us.

May 19 After one week's resf and ocur companv having arrived we pursue our
Journey passing through the town of Glenwood. Drove 15 miles and camped.

Saturday May 20 Nine miles brought us to Council Bluffs. Four miles
more brought us to the Mismsouri River. We crossed over to Omaha. Here we laiqd in
our entire outfit tm last us through to the Pacific Coast. We drove three miles
out from town and camped. This is our first camp in Nebraska.

May 21 Drove twelve miles.

" May 22 Drove twenty miles and crossed the Elk Horne kiver camped on
Rawhide Creek.

May 23 Drove twenty miles passed through a little village called Freemont.
One of the small boys got his leg broke by falling out of the wagon in which he
was riding and the whell passed over his leg. Today we get our first glimpse of
the great and muddy Platt River and tonight we are camped on its banks.

May 24 Drove about eleven miles camped at noon and layed over to allow
the women to do some washing and us boys went swimmming., We saw our first Indians
today. This is our first camp on what we might call the real plains., It 1= just
one month today since we hid adieu to home and friends and cracked our whips for
*he Pacific Coast or for the gold mines we hoped to find beyone the Rocky Mountains.

May 25 Started at noon drove eleven miles camped on the prairie near a
pond of water.

May 76 Drove seventeen miles camped on Loup River.
Mey 27 Had quite a storm last night cattle broke away from the guards
found them this morming not very far away. W, ferried the river: there heing

about sixty teams ahead of us it toolr all day to get across.

May 28 Some of our cattle swam the river last night. We had quite a hun t
for them but finally found them and made a twenty mile drive today.

May 29 Drove twenty three miles.
May 30 Drove twenty miles.
Sunday June 1 Started at noon drove fourteen miles.

June 2 Drove twenty mlles passed Fort Kearney on opposite side of the river.
Found some alkali today.

June 3 Drove twenty miles camped on Platt Valley.

June 4 Found no grass or water for our stock at noon today. We stopped and
te a bit ourselves. We traveled on until most sundown and camped near a grave

iere some poor fellow had been buried perhaps years ago. Drove about twentv twn
miles today.

June 5 One of the men shot a jack rabbit today. They are larger than our
common rabbits. Drove eighteen miles today.

June 6 Passed tow graves today one of which there was a flag waving over
© leecaita? am fha hazd hazwd . Ua had chat himself accidentally



n days ago and lived several hours. We drove eighteen miles today.

June 7 Passed a bolling hot spring. Drove eighteen miles and camped on
Platt River swam to an island to get wood. We got some dead willows. We are told
that we get no more wood for two hundred miles.

Sunday June 8 We had the census of the train taken today as follows:
men 88; women 46; children 86; total 220; wagons 52; cattle 315; horses and
mules 38. We found some mud holes today where our wapons went in over the axel.
Drove eighteen miles. We are now on North Flatt.

Monday June 9 Drove about sixteen miles today over sandy bluffs and camped
nsar a spring.

June 10 Had about five miles of very heavy sandy roads this morning. Drove
eighteen miles today.

June 11 Crossed 2 number os small creeks today. Drove twenty miles camped
on 8 nice cresk.

June 13 Pasged Ash Hollow on opposite side of the river. DBrove twenty miles
camped on the river.

June 13 Mr. Delong shot one of his cows this morning. She acted as if she

--as mad or had inflamation of the brain. Drove twenty miles today and camped on
att River.

June 14 - Somas of the men brought a jack rabbit and antelope into camp at
noon today. Pleasant today drove twenty miles.

Sunday June 15 Had an exhortation from Father Paul at nine Otclock a.m.
Started at half past eleven moved along very nhcely until about four o'clock when
two of the boys laid down by the road side in a ditch and raised up suddenly just as
a team of five yoke of cattle were passing. The team took fright and ran off to one
side and turned over the wagon in a:ditch killing one ox and hurling one child but
not dangerously. The chain broke letting four yoke loese from the wagon. We drove
one mile farther and camped making about an eight mile drive today. . After we got
gettled in camp we declded that we would have feesh beef steak for supper. So a
few of us went back and skinned the ox that was killed in the wreck and brought the
‘hind quarters into camp. We sure had beef steak for supper and breakfast.

June 16 Passed Chimney Rock; This roeck stands on a sand har and is5 tnirty
feet high and about six feet in diameter at the top. Saw some Indians today tne
first for about three hundred miles. Drove twenty miles today.

June 17 ®Tim Bailey's wife brought a new comer into camp last night which
caused us to lay by today.

June 18 Passed Scott's Bluffs. Drove twenty five miles today and camped
on a small creek.

June 19 Pleasant today drove twenty five miles and camped on the river
—near timber the first for about two hundred miles. We have b een using weeds and
buffalo chips for fuel which answered very well on these desert plains.

June 20 Had a wedding in camp last night at nine o'clock. A couple from
another tzain came in and had Rev. Joseph Paul to tie the knot. We had an alarm in
camp about eleven o'clock last night. The guards called three times "Who comes
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theret" This was followed by about twenty shots in quick succession, at the same
time "Indians! TIndians! Indians! Help! Help! was shouted. The camp was in great
confusion, women were greatly alarmed. It turned out to be a white man tryvine to
steal a2 horse and no Indians to be found. We drove eighteen miles today.

Note

This mention of the Indlan scare was written before the true
nature of the circumstance was made known. Captain Kennedy
thought best a2s we were getting out among the Indians to test

the bruvery of the men in the train. He fell upon the plan to
have the guards raise an 2larm that the Indians were coming and
attacking the horse guards. This caused quite an excitement; one
old fellow jumped out of his wagon and getting on his knees called
upon the Lord for protection at the very top of his voice.

Judging by the old fellow's daily life I should think it was
probably the firet time he ever prayed.

Saturday June 21 Ten miles brought us opposite Fort Laramie. The river forks
here and the fort stands in the forks of the river. Here we ate dinner and watered
our cattle., There being no grass we drove three miles up the north fork an®
struck camp. The women did some washing here.

June 22 <Japtain Kennedy went over to the post office which was on the
prosite side of the river. He got a great many letters but none for me which
.1sappointed me very much. We remained in camp all day.

June 23 Drove fifteen miles over the Black Hills. About as strange and
atony road as I ever traveled. There are some scrubby pines scattered over these
hills. Camped on the river.

June 24 Quite chilly today but roads good. A sprinkle of rain fell last
night which was gratefully received both by man and beast. Drove sixteen miles
canped on small creek,.Orass not very good.

June 25 Good roads today drove sighteen miles, grass not good.

June 26 Pleasant weather drove twenty miles, camped on the river grass
no good,

June 27 Bad roads in forenoon good in the aftemoon, Drove eighteen
miles camped on the river.

June 28 Laid in wamp set wagon tires and shod cattle today.
June 29 Drove eighteen miles roads rough. Camped on river.
June 30 Roads sandy drove eighteen miles camped on river.

July 1 Seven miles brought us to lower Platt River bridge. Seven miles

'ought us to upper Platt River bridge. Camped six miles above making twenty
_.411133 -

July 2 Left Platt River after traveling two miles. Drove fifteen miles

more and camped at Stage Station. Have spring water for cooking and sage brush
for fuel.
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July 3 Having no grass and scarcely any water for our stock we drove
seven miles by nine o'clock last night. Finding good grass and good water we stayed
here until orne o'clock today. We then hitched up and drove nine wlles making
sigteen miles today. Camped on a small creek,

July 4 Drove twalve miles camped at noon haviag to bury one of our company
boys here. Bovee's death was accidental and was a very sad affair. While he
and another man were hunting wolves in tha bluffs about two miles from the train
Rovee shot one. The wolf fell down a crevis between the rocks. When Bobee stooped
to scalp the animal his revolver fell frem the holster hitting a rock and shooting
him through the heart. He only lived a few minutes. He leaves a wife and two children.
Poor woman it will be hard for her. Thomas Mackey the man who was with him came
running in and related the accident. Captdin Kennedy sent one of his horse teams
which he had hitched to & spring wagon and brought him in. The train moved on a
counle of miles to Independence Rock on Sweet Water. Here we struck camp. This
rock is one fourth of a mile leng, two hundred feet high and three or four hundred
feet wide at the bottom and is rounding from the ground np. It has several ponds
of water on top.

July 5 We laild in camp until one o*clock on account of Thomas Paul's
wife being sick. She was batter at noon so we hitched up. We have about eighty
wagons in the train now. About five miles up the river we crossed, swimming our
stock and pulling our wagons over a shaky bridge by hand. Drove three miles more

v the river and camped near the Devil’s Gate which the river runs through.
avelled eight mlles today.

July o Drove about twenty five milest no grass at noon. At four o'clock
p.m. nassed two trains camped who informed us of a murder committed near them today.
Two men quarreled about a team, one shot the other, took his team and money. We
traveled late, found no grass. Cattle suffering for food.

July 7 Started at sun rise traveled four or five miles and found grass on
river bottom. Several trains were camped here so we drove in and camped also. We
are informed that the murderer is camped here. By request of some men from another
camp Captain Kennedy of our train ordered out twenty men well armed to surrecund
and take him which they did. With court organized and a jury of twelve men
selected he was given a fair trial and a twelve to one verdict guilty of willful
murder. The prisoner kept under guard we hitched up at two p.m. and drove eight
miles.  Grass and water good. A large train was camped here. Captain Kennedy
called their whole company together and laid the case before them. They decided
that the prisoner be executed tomorrow morning.

July 8 Gave prisoner his choice to be shot or hung. He preferred to be
shot. Twenty five armed men marched him one half mile to where his grave had heen
prepaired. Fourteen of the guns were loaded with bullets the rest were blanks. When
the signal was given they all fired the prisoner falling baclward and dying within
a minute, It was a sad sight to look upon. We immediately lald him in his grave
without even a rough box. As soon as our work was completed we moved on toward -

*he setting sun. Drove twelve miles and camped on the river.

Note This pariy was from Pikes Peak mines on their way to Powder
River Mines in Oregon. A man by the name of Young and one
by the name of Scott were traveling together with a party
of three wagons. Young and Scott had a quarrel about their
wagons. The dispute was settled between themselves. Scott
with another man took the team and went on ahead. Young was
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So they overtook Scott and Yonng shaot him From the back of
the wagon in which he was riding. They buried him in a thres
foot hole in the dust without a box.
Julv 9 Passed the warm springs. The water was about blood heat. Drove
twenty miles camped on a creek, drove our cattle about three miles for grass.

. July 10 Drove seven miles camped at another spring. Drove our cattle
about three or four miles to grass. There is about two hundred wagons camoed hare
and zome snldiers who protect the emigrants.

July 11 Drove twenty miles camped on Sweet Water close to a large snow
bank..

Jualy 17 Laid in camp for the purpose of setting wagon tires and shoeing cattle.

July 13 Six miles brought us to Landers cut-off road. Drove twenty miles
camped on the Sweet Water. The grass and also water is good. Crossed from Nebraska
Territory into Utah Territory.

July 14 Laid in camp. E.E. Ellis's wife brought a new comer into camp
last night.,

July 15 Drove eight miles camped at eleven o'clock on account of sickness

in the train. Some of the man shot an antelope which seemed to be the best meat I
er have eaten,

July 16 The party which was sick is able to travel this morning so we
moved on once more. We crossed the summit of the Rocky Mountains this morning. Five
miles brought us to Little Sandy Creek and five miles more to Big Sandy. Drove fifteen
miles today and camped on Big Sandy.

July 17 Nine miles brought us te a spring where we took dinmner., Sixiteen

miles brought us to Green River where we camped it being dark. Made twenty {i:vemiles
todav.

July 18 Unloaded and corked five wagons making two boats of them. We got
twelve wapons ferried over this evening.

July 19 Swam our stock over Lhis morning and by dark we had the wagons ajil
over safe without any mishaps. The river was very high and running very rapid. W~
had considerable trouble in swimming our stock over. We put our horses in three timas
and they would go about half way across then turn down stream and drift back to the
same side the we put them in on. We finally had to lead one heside our new constructed

boat and the rest followed after him., It seemed almost a miracle that we got safely
across.

'July 20 One of our cattle missing this morning. Thomas Paul and A. Hunter
started on the search of him. We hitched up the rest of the teams and drove six miles

camping on a branch of Green River. We will have to ferry this the same as the other
~iver.

. July 21 There was an emigrant ferry boat found yesterday evening which our
company bought for five dollars. Will get possession of it at.three o'clock this
evening. The party which went to hunt the ox has not returned yet.

July 22 All ferried over by ten o'clock and our men came in with the lost

ox about that time. We drove about ten miles this evening and camped on a creek, Saw
enme ennads of Tndians at a Adgtansse. Wa not ant ~linbat cunmde Poani~kid Tlam TrAdiagema
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.ve been attacking the emigrants and stealing stock along here. They killed one man
“a dav or two ago. His grave is close hy our camp tonight.

Note wWhen we passed by his little dog was lying on the lonely grave.

July 23 Ten miles brings us to a creek where we ate dinner. Saveral trains
camped here. They had thelr stock stampeded last night but have them ateut gathered
up now, One train had their cattle corraled and they ran over three wagons and broke
them down slightly wounding two men. We drove three miles farther camped cn ancther
creek, Put out picket guards tonlght.

July 24  Stayed in camp on account of sickness In the company. We are now
camped at the entrance of a canyen in the BRear River Mts.

July 25 Our cattle stampeded twice last night. We found them all bw ten
o*clock this morning. Drove eight miles up the canyon through mud and water knee daep.,

July 26 One mile farther put us through the canyon. Drove fourteen miles
and traveled through some very tall pine timber,

July 27 We remainad in camp all day. Thomas Paul's wife died about nine
uv'clock this morming. She died in child birth. She has left an infant. She has been
very voorly for some time. We buried her this evening under a large pine tree and put
a post and raling fence around her grave. Our cattle stampeded last night about

ven o'clock. Une bundred and fifty got away. We found all but fifteen head.

July 28 There were ten of the men started out this mornine tc hunt for the
missing cattle. We hitched up at noon and drove ten miles camping in the timber. No
grass for stock we have our cattle under yoke and chain them to trees., The men haven't
come in yet who went to look for the missing cattle.

Not.e
The writer of this note was one of the company that went after the cattle.
In the stampede the cattle went north of the camp. About one mile from
the camp a large grizzly bear gol after Lhem which caused them to run
over a rough mountainous country for about.fifteen milées. We did not
realize how perlious the undertiking to regain the cattle was as the
Indians were exceedingly hostile in this part of the country. We arrived
in camp about eleven p.M. with four head of cattle. After we had traveled
about three hundred miles another trdin overtook us returning the rest
of the stock which had wandered back to the road.

July 29 The men came in last night about ten o'clock. Found four head of
the cattle, that leaves some eight head that we will never pet. DUrove eighteen miles
found fair pasture. The first since yesterday.

July 30 Drove twelve miles camped on a nice stream of clear cold mountain
water. We are in the Wind River Mts.

July 31 Drove fifteen miles. Have several sick oxen this evening.

; August 1 Left three or four dead cattle thls morning. Drove fifteen miles
‘got through the mountains today.

August ;' DRetween eleven and twelve o'clock our cattle scared at some loose
horses telonring to another train. About twenty five teams ran away upsetting and
breaking wagons runnirig over men women and children. Mr ., Teunsand {rom Monroe lowa
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tised. We struck camp when wa get straightened out. Making only eight miles toaav.

August 1 Thomas Paul’s child died last night and Mrs. Tounsand whe wss so
sgriously hurt in the stampede died about bwelve ofclock today. We buried them this
avening. The others arse all getting better.

August %  Qur cattle being so unsale to travel all together we divided the
company in four parts and traveled some distance apart all camping together at night.
Drove twenty miles and ocampsd on a branch of Snake River.

August 5 Drove twenty miles camped on Snake River.
August 6 Drove sixteen miles and camped on a small stream.

August 7 Eleven miles brought us to a branch of Snake River which we had to
ferry costing us one dollar and fifty cents per wagon. Drove one mile more and camped
making twelve miles. I gathered some very nice currants this evening. We will have
some piles. We are now opposite Fort Hall eight miles distance.

Aupgust ¥ Drove about eighteen miles very dusty roads.

August 9 Passed the American Falls on Snake River., This is one of the natural
curiorities. The water falls forty of fifty feet over rocks and makes a great roaring
noise. When we stopped for dinner a man came riding back and told us the Indians were
"“3n robbing a train about four miles ahead and they wanted assistance. Some of the men

rted immediately the rest hitching up without finishing our dinner and drove on as
-«8t a8 we could punch our teams along but before we got there the Indians had driven
the emigrants away and had taken all their stock, provisions, clothing, and everything. -
They had gone lmaving the empty and naked wagons even taking the covers offthe wagons. -
Tt wae only & small train of eleven teams. There were not less than two hundred Indians
that made the attack. There were only lwanty five men in the train and a few women.
They killed one man and wounded another in the arm and seriously wounded one woman that
was shot in the neck. We took them in and hauled their wagons to a suitable camping
place about four miles away. We will make arrangements to take them along with us.
Here we found a horse train of about twelve wagons that were attacked at the same time
that the other train was. Eight of their horses were stolen and two of their men
killed. The next morning Sunday August 10 Captain Kennedy with thirty five armed men
started in pursuit of the Indians to recover the stolen property. When about nine
miles from camp a band of Indians came on their horses mseting the party. They at once
raised a white flag. One of our boys then shot at them. They immediately raised a war
hoop and began clreling our boys. They fought them for abeut three miles killing two
of our company and wounding several others. Captaln Kennedy mortally wounded shot
through the side just above the hip bone. Tom Newman and one other missing supposed to
be killed. There is now four of five trains camped here.

August 11 We have buried five men side by side. We think it not safe to go
back to hunt the other two men for fear we lose more. Newman was seen to fall in the
battle. We hitched up'and drove thirteen miles and camped on Raft River. Captain

Kennedy very poorly.  The loss of property and money was today estimatcd to be fiftran
thousand dollars.

Note

The first train of eleven wagons had sixty five head ogbattLe and twelve
head of horse® saving only one horse.

A better and more correct description is given in a letter written by
John C, Hilman to a fréend in St, Louls. = In this Tletter he explains
in detail this trouble with the Indians.



The latter is as follows:

Snake River, August 11, 1862

Mrs. Bronson,

My Dear Friend:

. On the 8th of this month I wrote you and sent the letter by a Mormon to
Chandler Co., Salt lLake, to be mailed.

That was the first opportunity I got of sending a letter since the upper
crossing of the Platt. I 1ittle thought when I wrote you on the 8th that an occurence
was te take place next day and the day following and which will long impress itslefl
upon mv mind, and that we were in the very midst of a great danger and seemed to be
almost entirely of it. I will relate what happened.

On Saturday about 5 p.m. I was riding ahead of the train a mile or so, in
search of grass and a camping place at which we might remain over Sunday. On looking
up the road ahead of me I saw a horsemdn coming toward me in a hasty manner.

This was a rare thing to see any person coming eastward, and especially in
so hasty a manner. On his approaching me I discovered that 1t was a man belonging to
our wagon, and who had left us on the day previous to overtake a friend of his who he
- learnad was in a train two days ahead of us. The firet thing he said to me was, "My

Jod, John, the Indianz have massacred a traRin and robbed them of all they had, and they
are only a short distance from us.*

I at once became conscious of our extreme danger and turned back to inform
the train and bring up the wagons which were lagging behind and I expected an attack
to be made any moment. Learning that two ox trains were ahead of us and going to camp
at or near the battlefield we pushed on to overtake them.

In an hour's driving we came to the place where the horrible scene took place,
but found the Indians had run off the stock, taking the provisions, c¢lothing, ete.,
of the train, but left the wagons, which the ox trains ahead of us had taken and gone
on, in pursult of grass. I found quite a quuntity of blood, and fragments of such
tAings as immigrants usually carry with them, and it was evident that the Indians had
done their hellish deeds in a hasty manner and left.

The place selected by them for the attack was the best on the road and not
far distant from the road which turns down to Salt Lake, which I learned is 175 miles
south of us. Here we pushed on endeavoring to overtake them, but only got a short
distance on account of the darkness, and were obliged to camp on the very ground where
the Indians had, a few hours previous, made a ring with their panedmonium like shouts,
and red with the blood of innocent men and women. We at once put out a strong picket
guard on the surrounding hills, got a hasty supper in the dark, staked out mules in
the sage brush and hoped the night would be a short one. Nothing happening, we
pushed on at daybeeak for the ox teams and grass, which we found in a camp five miles
distant, and here we camped during the day.

I here found three men killed and several wounded, one woman mortally
wounded and the wagons which the Indians had left, Two of the men killed were from
Iowa Clty. A. J. Winter and an Italian whose name 1 did not learn. The other man was
from New. York City, Bulwinkle was his name and it is sald had some $6000 which was taken
from him. All were buried here but the affair did not end here.:

Jome thirty men [rwm the two ox trains and the Lrains attacked the nrevious
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nav, started out in pursuit of the Indians and their stock. After traveling some seven
miles in the direction in which the Inddans went they came suddenly upon them and a
fight immediately commenced. At the first fire three fourths of the white men ran

and the red men pursued, and after a running fight of some three miles the Indaans
cessed their pursuit,

In this fight three of the whites were killed and five severely wounded,
one I think mortallv. After we learned the fate of the last party the greatest
sxcitement prevalled in camp and & small party went to their assistance to rewcver the
dead and wounded one of which was not found and mne had been scalped, the first
sealped man T ever saw., Late in the evening both parties returned and two more ox

trains came into camp, making now some two hundred wagons and 400 men and 300 women
and children.

This morning we all started together after burviang the dead and came

thirteen miles to Raft river where we all encampad for the day and where 1 am writing
this.

Here the road forks, one for Oregon and Washington, and the other for
California.

Truly your friend,
dohn C. Hilman.
r.S. The Indians T have alluded to were Snakes, and it iz thought were in large force.
List of killed: A. J. Winter, Iowa City; M asemo Lepi, 5t. Paul, Minn; Charles Bulwinkle,

Naw York Citv: George Sheperd, Iowa City; Georye W. Adams, Towa Citv; Italian (name -
unknown )

Missing and supposed to be killed: William Motes, Thomas Newman.

Wounded: Captain Kennedy, Miss Elisabeth Adams, Thomas Bradford, James Crawford,

T. I. Adams, John Walker, I. I. Cassady, £. O. Sullivan, John Miller, John Patterson,
Ephram Taylor.

August 17 Miss Adams the lady who was wounded in the fight with the Indians
died last night and was buried this morning. We keep the old Oregon road. Some of the
trains take the California road this morning. Drove aighteen miles camped on a creek.

"August 13 Captain Kenndey not able to travel today. So we lay in camp.
OQur cattle has become peaceful and healthy.

August 1% Drove seventeen miles roads good camped on a small creek.
August 15 Drove twenty miles camped on a small creek.

fugust 16 Drove ten miles camped at noon to wait fora horse train that has

ween traveling with us since the Indian fight until noon yesterday. They stopped on
account of sickness.

August 17 laid in camp today. Had preachiné at eleven o'clock by Father Paul
The horse train has not come up yet.

August 18 Still lying in camp. The horse train rolled into camp this evenim
~~? ws2 nleased that we had waited for them. Their sick lady is a little better. Had

= 3 o



August 19 Camped on the same creek.

August, 20 The stock was herded on a branch of a creek in a deen vanyon
last night., There being a great many wiliows cn the creek one of the puards belonging
te a horse train was shot in the arm by an Indian with an arrow. He was concealed in
the willows. The men surrounded him and kept him until daylight then thev routed him.
He made good use of his legs while the bullets whizzed after him. We ran him n2ar two
miles when he was shot down. 1 being shorter of breath than some others [ fell behird
about half a mile. 1 did not go »n to =ee him but one of tha bovs pavr me 3 piece °
his scalp. The sun was now perbaps near one hour high and as we were o oar way or~
to camp we discovered what we took to be a haavy dust rising sast of ne whiech wo
conclwia2d to be a band of Indiangwho were coming to the rencue of their unforturate
comrade which had fallen in our hands and whom was slain. You ougil to have seern us
go., 1 think we went back to camp in less time than we went out, however, as w neared
the camp we got brave and slowed down to a brisk walk., A little laler we discevered
that it was only a fog or mist rising from the water pouring over a falls on Jnake
River. We aitched up and drove eighteen miles and camped on Snake River.

August 21 Friendly Indians came to camp this morning with fish te trads
aldo some came at noon. They tell us thalt we are (mi of the Snake tribe. We i
Cind auy prasu until noon, We drove [ifteen miles rcamped on the river, grass .ot
vary ood., We are near Salmon talls.

August 22 Started at eleven o'elock drove eighleen miles hefrore {iuiing
water. This took us until nine p.m. and then found ne rrass. Cattle vary tirad and
ome of them gave out,

August 23 Found some grass this morning. We will stav here until Momdar
morning.

August 24 Had preaching at three otclack by captsin of the hores triin
who 1o camolng uear as,

Agust 25 Drove sixteen miles camped on the river.
(A week of the diary is missing)

Note
Jt was at this place that we met the U.S. troops coming out t. assist
the emigrants to a settlement as was customarv each season.

Jeptember 2 We made a brush drag today and caurht some fine (ish.

Notw
We caught enouph salmon at two or three draps to supwrtiv the train.
never saw finer fish. I think some of them would bhave weighéd fort:
pounds. The writer of this note will never forget the time an! the aay
we caught the fish. In the forencon another man and I took the =athle
of the train out to a feeding place; while guarding the catile mr gun
was acaldently discharged and nine buck shot vassed so near my head
that I fell to the ground. In the afterncon while dragging for fish
I was helping to hold a drag down. 1 found the water was getting
tdo deep for me as I could not swim., I turned to go back but there
was a swift under current that took me down in deep water. I sank and
rose the fourth time before I was taken out.

September 3 There was another train came in last night. They tell us that
there is a large emigration coming behind us. Drove fifteen miles and camped on the
_ 'rosrmms en Aunsty that we could scarcely see the teams part of the time.



Grass not very good., Plenty of sage brush here.
septembar 4 Drove fourteen miles camred on a creek fair grass.

September ) Drove sixtaen mlles grass short., Went two miles Far water after
night 1t being dark when we stonped.

September & Six miles brought us to the river and seven milaz ifadavy ~non
grass here.

Septomber 7 Drove twelve miles camped m Snake River. udrass fairly rons,
We passed two hot springs today. They were about s half a mile apart. Thev wers =i

hot that I could hardly held my hand in the water, The tralans that ware with
laid by.

2 btoday
September 8 Drove twelve miles camped on the river at the month of 4 creei.
Fairly good grass roads very sandy and heavy.

September 9 Drove sixteen miles very sandy roards. Camped »i (ygee {tiver,
Good grass here.

September 10 Having fifteen miles to .irive withoul grass or water an: cur
stock being verv weak we thought best not to dArive in the heat of the dav. We Witched

up at five p.m. and drove until twelve o'clock. We then made a dry camp that is5 with-
out watar of feed.

September 11 Started at sunrise reaching Malhuer River at ten o'cioct am,
Je will stay here until tomorrow morning.

September 12 Drove twenty mlles camped on Birch Creek. Ib was after .ar
when we camped and our overcoats did not come amiss.

September 13 Drove eight miles camped on Burnt River at noon. Captnir
Kennedy rosigned this morning and the company 1s well pleased: because he did. il an-d
his men that he furnished with teams camped bv themselves this evening. We nunderstamd
that we have been in Oregon for forty f£ive miles but we are sixty five miles from
settlement yet. The first séttlement is on Powder River. Thev ares ¢old miners.

September 14 Drove ten miles up Burnt River. There is some birch aml
cotton wood on this stream. The first we have seen excenting some willows since we
left the Rear Mountains. Our principal fuel was sape brush and willows.

September 15 Drove twelve miles camped still on the same stresam. There ware
high mountains on both sldes of us. We have now twenty one wagons in our comnany. we
have alected Mr. Hall our captain.

September 17 Drove fourteen miles camped &t a spring but no water for our stoc

September 18 Five miles brought us to where the roads part one leadins to
Fort Walla Walla the other to Powder River gold mines at Auburn Oregon. I with 2 number
of othédrs took the latter road. Camped on Powder River ten miles from Auburn.

Note
After the last date mentioned there was no diary kept while on the road
to Walla Walla., We had nice weather, good grass and water. We passed
through ia Grande, Oregen, which had only a few houses. I paid 10¢ a
pound for potateoes here. We had no accident or trouble from Powder River
to Walla Walla which took us nine days to travel. On the 27 day of
September we struck our last camp six miles southeast of Walla Walla on





