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rhia is tak"On rr�,.Hamiltcn Soott'a diary with additicmal.:· , '. :. ·. ·,:. \'.�·:: .-,) ;·" · · notes by Alvin Zs.ring; one of the p�ty. :. · . .. · : .:: .. i, : ·(: : :·

>:�;·_f;::_t:· 
.
I started Apr1J.- �th 1n company with Thanas Paul� Re�� Joseph Paul� Alv� Zaring an d

. 
;:t' ;.::i::._�)• ·

·:·;' .:�\�:'·families tran nt,ar Freamont, Iowa, for Walla Walla, Wa.shingtmi. Territor.7• We loaded .' .:;::·:··\ ·"< l/1?./;·;·.(·· our wagon�· 
.and drove eight miles. Our · teams worked very 1'113lle"· We had ·three yo�. /'!·.,:./ �:<·'.:

7; ,,:'. ·?./.· ot oxen an� .�e .yo]m .ot oowa to a te�. .Our firs� camp wa.a. :tJiree.ndle1_ ,east of ; : :t-:':Y,; ?.'. ·.:! I 
·:,.,·,·,· .Oaka.J.oosae·· · .. · ·· · . .·... , .. i -c · .. . .. , \ •• , .... , .•• . •. , 

,<..:/�.:; · .. ; ..... . '· .. , . ,," .. · . ' ··- :._._ .. ......... :.· .. ;, .',< · .. '(; .. ,·-:-:. :'···.,,/<,:·;;';:-:.,:·:t
·.:(,'.:-

1 !L{;: �P.�\.2:'.:ti .�r�!9.lled · 9:�out
._ lA .miles• Got along ·�1: -�· . .';�ou�f\� -�� �u�:��lea. \,i?;\� /': .. � ;Ji:

:: .. ··: _::.;·· :-:-; April .26 • > i'ra.T&lled 15 ·111s.iea. .Camped at Monroe, .Jasper Co.�·.:.:� 
·
:·�94.�.'g9_¢,..:roadif all ·:_. ·. ( '.· . ·: >". 1 . .  •··. th 

• tod 
' . ·, 1 • ' ' • • ••• ••• � -- •• ,,, .... .. ·Y:',.*· ' 1 .,,.,•,''i"··.;· .. '4 ... 11·�····_.,..,�,-... �· � .,···,I ..... ,- ... ·,,��··!, e way. a7.:· .. ·�.·. ··:/:· .·!· .. : : .... · .. ·· 1•, •• . ···�! .,,_,\.: '·�·

·
,,t:.-.•,�\��,.;'�ar.·s.�',\·!" ... ··./•(?=,..,� .. ��·i:;.,·,!·.:.".:.:�·:· �·-·· ·,. ··1 

·-j\ .. ;i}t:.,�· ' : ,···,,'. ' . : . ···'. '· .. .' .. .. ' . . . . .. ,-.· .. ,·.,.. . .. :,°":'.'.'·\:�':i'.(i/t/;.L.'.·;<//};,.', <·�'..·: .. , ' :- 1 · /��·.;.J .. · April �•:-Remained 1n oamp.it being Sund�. Went· to oburcm •. '. .. :.:'·<�.\/·'),:"}:'.·:.<��f.>/··}' 1 ·:
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·• •.;.� ;s-,'!. April 2a. · ·Remained 1n ·oamp. Praotised shooting. · . . ·-:··(·:·.·; ... '\·::;-:�· · ... :,',·"· .... · '·: :,;:·. ·:. · ' ! 
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· .•. : AP'l'U 19�. J>rwe ·19 m:l.lee pused Prairie Oity in Monroe Oountye · · ·· · :···.':t'• � .... ,.. · .. · ·. . . . • . ,. .. , . :·\'; .. I f . '. �-:� I 
i '.··:1::/.,/'.: April 3<>• D rO!e about 13 miles; crossed Dee Moines River at Dea Moines City. ll� ... . 

·' 
:-�:: . .-;--1.· pulled around- and· oroHed Coon River on a ferry boat the same day azid &8Jlle place• , .. , .. ·· 
. •_·':·.- ,· ./,:.-; � 
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. . .. ; .. :· ..... i: . . ·.· 'i ·: ••• · ,  i ' .
·[r·;.<\�/; Ma:, l�,';.Dr� }7 miles crossed North R�ve r  camped

. 
in Warr�n ���ty. '.:'_/\l; <> '. :.\,?:;·_ .. ::,

(:-.".'>/· .. May 2! ·.Tra�elled a,bout 18 mil.es passed through Winterset, Iowa.. .. · _ · i., , . .'', ,: .·,' ::.-: :.

l·i,.' ?<-< :/\ ·. �y 3 .. Drove· 12 miles atopped at noon expecting to lay over Sunda1 -�t �oufd not �.' ·�,� ,;: • :::.·· \ > · get fee.a tor our cattle• Corn is very scarce pere. We camped an lli:ddle·R�ver·.. . .:·. · 
r. : i :.��.· ,.:�· .: .- . . . . , : ·.·
V i ::,,; ." . ·• .May' 4. · Drove 16 miles stopped at noon pa.seed through. Greenfield in .A.clail"' ·county
.;:· j .:: :;.· .<\·. � . c�ped .� Nodaw"y river. Was obliged to travel t oday f�r. want of ,teed.

; 1 i'r ·<.;·· : :May 5 .. ; .. Drov� i9 miles camped at Marysville Case County.
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�� J!;=· � .. ..� ;;._ . . . 
�· '. · · · . .":':-':.- May· 6.: Drove about

·
15 miles and oBlllped on the open prairie. We staked 'our cattle.·,_.: .. -.' · 

i!,,: !'•.;.'' ·::,.,out. ,' • I ' •; 
,·:: ( • .' _, ... , •• -.... ,.",." •·.:.•; { -, : ::. :• . .. ·. � ; .. 

li I ! \(\ .'. · · May 7 • : Dr� about · tour miles
r:·. ·1' .:·., . .-.. - ·. but had' no luok.

and st;ayed at Louis cin Nishuabotna lliver and tiehed .. ,; ! · 
• I � 

;:li (·;·"· . J·I' ! I ' ' 8 n--.1- in f'.;· , _; .:,.:_ May ! ·�-U4ed camp to rest our cattle. 
'" r ... .

�:·:- • ' .} · 1 
'� ,, I • • 
,,! . i 
;·,� '. .. \ .? 

I, 

.7 Ma.y 9. Drove about twenty miles camped on the River Jordon, a small stream juat 
a good laap for a bull frog. 

i � • '. i ;.,. . ••
f • . :· May 10. Drove about 15 miles, ·grazed our oa.ttle yesterday evening

. 
and 

·this 'evening.· 
; ·:: for the first since 1'8 started. Pasture good in places. ·.• . : 
: ·�,:. t ·,:' :. � .. . ' 

: • I ... 

· 'NAy 11.• Ten mile s brought us to lit• Olive, a small town in J41lla Cqµnty 12 miles
from. the Missouri River. We will stay here several dare and lay in our flour and
same other provisions. We 'Will also wait until the· rest or our company comes who
ia now aomewherf on the road behind ua • · !" 

Ma;y 19.· Afte r one 1V8eks rest e.nd· our company having arrive d we pursue our journey.
passing through the town o� Glenwood. Drove 15 miles ·and omnpede

� ..
.May 20 • Nine miles brought us to Council Bluffs. Four milea more brought us to
the Missouri ihvere We crosse d over to Qnaha. Here we laid in our entire out£it
to last us through to the Pacific Coast• \Ye drove three miles out from tcnal and
camped�. This is our first �amp in Nebraska.

May 21·!· .. Drove tlfelve miles.

May 22� Drove twenty milea and oroaaed_the Elk KorJ1e Ri�er, oamped on Rawhide Oreek. 
. . .

May 23 • Drove twenty miles. passed through a little village called Freemont. One 
. . 

of the small boys got his leg broken by !'alling out of the wagon in whioh he was 
riding and the 'Wheel passed over his leg. Today we get our first glimpse ot the 

\ great and muddy Platt river and tonight • are camped. an it's ba.nlme t . . .·;, 
I·' ' :i �- .... .,r·

' 
. I , •i ·1·... ·'

·.c,' 
... •: ·· 1· .. :I; .. •: I , . 
·. I. ·. 

• i • 
. ··.;
·' .·j •. . ·T ·�·:f. 'fi . ·:.;:!:
.. 

.. · -�;.
"' 

I
' 

• t r 

. . ' ·1· . ' . ·· ... ·1j ..! : • 
·, 

I •/ : ' .. . � 
�.- ' . ' ... 

·-1 •

t.-1 

'1 

:1 

i . 
' . :· 



;,, 

.<1 ..
!,· I .. 

i�,,.. , 
(' 

I 
1 1_, 

)' 

.. . 

I"""�---!!'--_.,, . '7 'lltt �·� ... .••• !''!MIii. 7Tb �I e-,d� li' 'ttr') . ,.;.,:.,;,;;1·•�11:1-�;,:�:::,j·;:i,..;�.i;::'� . 

. • .. ·�!/ .. � 
:�.·�:�.,l. 

•. . ,•·· .:,,..: A •. ·�·•,, 

:.l. 
·· .. ·'.:/··:·:.:· .: .. : .. -:'.l_�:'.

:�
.
�.:
_
.;··
.
:_
:�

,
:· .. 

'.',:.
·
: 

•. :·� ..
. 

··,·:· ..o.:·., .· .•·.-'.),-,:,<... . ;/:.:'.:.:. ·:·· .'

. /·.'-�'(\�: -...�y·\ . ! . r .. .' _:·.) .. ····!::\·f:: .:'\ 

'.i'; ',· -·
}/:: }i 

_'.,, ..... · May �• Drove abO\lt eleven miles, C:'Urlped at ·noon and lay&d over to allow the ·women .'.'_''.:,:· ·· 
; / .�.-· _to d o  sane washing· an4 us boys went awimming. We saw our first Indians today. · .. � :·· L:'.:':<· .. :, ... Th.is iei our first oamp on 'What we mig}J.t. call the real plains.· It is jus� one month t-: .'·, ,.; 1 ' 

.. · ,�,_.:.:.:. \ today since we bid adieu to hane and friends and oraoked our whips tor ·th� Paoitio /.: .. ! :,· 
• •• ·· , · i · Coast or for the gold mines we hope to f'ind beyond the Rooq llountaina. 1 • • • :: i' .·, · ; 

• !' : ···; • \.' � • • • • 
• • . • • • • • . • • • 

: • •• ' , • :;· ;··. •. • 
;. -.: -� ... � • .'. 

•• 
• • ;._. ·'.:·; ·7 11la.y 25� · 'started at _noon, drove eiewn miles., _ �amped on -t-J:ie prai.r!:e ne� ·;,pond\·;"-"-'··_.,'·.(·.·\ .. <,\ I

'-'-
./:· .. :·;.:.of water. ··· ·.. · r,; :'::,:". !{ < .-' .. : .: j· · ·: _:: \\:/\:·:: .:· J

· .. _.: i) .:.:. May 26! .D�ove sevente.en miles., camped on Loup Rivero 
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• 1:,.. : :. ;. : ltay 'Zl. · Had quite a storm last night. cattle broke a�y ·trom. the guards, round,;.;_;,:-,'. ·. ; . ·. · ... -:i I
._ ·.· ' .. _. i • · . them this morning npt very �er e:way. We ferried the river.. There b�:lng about >, .--; , : :\ i
.. · :. 

-::.
·.: ,.: ,:.., 

sixty �eams ahead o� ua it to�.k all. d�y to ge� a�r��- � ·:: .... t· •• .'·\ .. : / .. \! .: : .. :_·,:., .. ··. -':;� _.< · :: .\ '. ... '.: I
,·:. ,.: '.''.' May 26. Some or our cattle swam the river last ni&it�.' _We had' quite a.Jiunt tor··:.-:,. I , · · \ i

..
. 
_.. ·them b':11- t1na11y_ found them and �de a twentymue;drive to�q·--·. 1\ /,·'·f··: {:.,:·:/:·'··:-. : ! : ·, '/ : ;; :: :::::,mil••• ,;:)(}{:,,:{)ti i ·. . .. , . !

D{{: :3:: ::.:::t:.:1::�c:: :::.:vor. ' · ' ' ,! 1 · 
�J 

"i 
:: .. :/'.,- · June 2. Drove twenty miles, passed Fort Kearney on opposite side or -the river. Poun4
:>.,: :.: : 8Qll18 e.l:kali today. 
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June 3. Drove twenty miles., 08JD.ped on Platt Vailey. 

June 4. Found no grass or water tor our stock at noon today.· We stopped and ate
· ·a bite ourselves. We travelled on until most·sundown and. camped near the grave· 
'Where sane poor fellow had been buried perhaps years ago. -Drove about twenty two
miles �day. . · . 

' 
. . ... 

June 5 • · One ot the men shot a jack-rabbit todq.
rab bits. Drove eighteen miles today. 

. . I . 

They are larger than ;our common 
.. 

. ..l 

June 6. Passed two graves today one of \\hich thore was a large flag waving· over 
e.nd the mant a name inscrib ed on the head board. He had shot himself· aooidentllly

: · ten daya ago and lived several hours. We drove eighteen miles todqe 
... . . . . . ' ...
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June 7. Passed a boiling hot spring. Drove el.ghteen miles and camped on Platt 
River awam. to an island to get wood. We got s'ome dead willows. We are told that
,ve get no more wood for two hundred miles• 
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June e. We had the census of the train taken today as follows·,. Men 881 Women 46J
children 86J total 220J wagons 521 cattle 315 J horses and rrulea 38 • We found aome
mud holes today 'Where our wagons went in over the axle• Drove eighteen m�lea •. We
a.re n ow  on the North Platt• 

June 9. Drove about .sixteen miles today over sandy 'blurra. Camped n�ar. a spring. 

June 10. Had about five miles of very heavy sandy roads this morning. 
eightee� mi_les, today. 

Drove

June 11 •. Crossed a number of small creeks today. Drove twenty miles oamped OD a
nice creek. ,; .. 

June 12 • .Passed Ash Hollow on opp osite side of the river. Drove twenty miles
camped �. the river. 

June 13. Mr. Delong shot one of' his cows this morning• She aoted as it she was
me.d or had intlamaticm of the brain. Drove twenty miles today and camped OD 
Platt River. 

June 14. Some of the men killed a· ja�k-rabbit and an antelope at noon today.
Pleasant today, d rove twenty'miles. 

June 15 • Had an exhortation from Father Paul at nine o'clock A.M. Started at 
half past eleven moved along very nicely until a.bout �our o'olock wien two pf the
boys laid dov.n by the ·road side_in a. ditch and raiae d up suddenly just as a team. 
of five yoke of oattle were paasinge 'l'he teazn took frigl1t and ran: oft to one·. 
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• ' • 4_� � side and turned·over the Wagon in a ditch killing one ox·and hurting one ·child but - ,. ,. '· c:;! 

not dangerously. The chain broke letting four yoke .l oose f'rom -the wagon. We drove . :.:: ·. :·.·: .l. 
.: ' one mile £'art.he� and OSJnped making about a.n eifjlt mile drive today. · Ai'ter we got \, . : :. : .

.... ·· '..
settl.ed in the camp we decided that we wou-ld have fresh beef steak for supper. So ,. .- .:- . t 
·a few of us went back and sld.nned the ox that ·was kille d in ·the -wreck 'and brought >:,: · .: · ... ·

:·.··; :.::·the hind quarters into camp. We-sure had beef' steak for supper and, brea.kf'as�. :.:;.,.:. · ... . 
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June 16. Passed Ch:bnney·Rook. This rook standsJ.on e..' sand bar 'arid :la thirty feet·:{'.:·.':·'.:· 
high_ �d about six feet in diameter at the top.·. Saw. some Indians todiq the first .. ·:., · / ·
tor about three hundred miles • Drove twenty mil es. ;today. _ :: . . : · · . · .. : ·· , .. ·

. '.,.,' 

June 17 ... Tim Bailq,'s wife brought a new comer into camp 
! ···. ·,.,., '-, . us to l�:y by today. . . 

· ... "' .- ·' :· . . . ; . . :. .. .•• .. . . . ·. 
last ·night 'which oauaed · .. . :, ; ': : · .. ,,
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June 18 �- "'Prias
0

ed. Soottts Bluff�• ·Dr��- twenty f'i� miles today and �amped on a :,", :· ··;�\.:... . ... 

i .. ,..: 
. ,·, 
: \ ,: 1 

small· cz:�ek. 
· 

.... : ... ' :·:.: ..... , ...

June 19. Pleasent today drove twentY'"'i'i,re miles and c8lllped cm. the river· near timber
the first for about· two hu ndre d miles. Vie have been using weeds and buffalo ohips l 
fer t\tol vm.ioh ·answered very woll on these desert pl&inle 

• • .• • • ' • • •• ,. • � ' • jll 

· ;:,:,··· June 20. · Had a wedding in camp last night e.t nine o·'clock •. A Couple frQn another
· ... ·' i;ra:in oaJOO in and had Rev. Joseph Paul to tie the laiot. We had: an alarm in camp

about eleven o'clock last night. The guards called three times, ''Who comes there?• 
.l: ; This was followed by about twenty shots in quick succession, at the aeme· i;itne 1 Indiansl 
i Indians L Ind.ians \ Heip\ Help\ was shouted e The camp was in great oonf'us�on, wan.en 

. , 
I 

; 

i ·,: we1:e greatly alanned. : It turned out to be a mite man trying to steal a: horse aJld. 

) :. ·., 
no )ndians to be found. We drove 18 miles today. · 
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. ·=·,:.··.:·i:._: ·.·.·.·.: .. Note� June 20. This mention of the Indian scare we.a written , 

1. • ·:· , · .. :.�;., before the true na.ture o£ t.h'e circumstances was made lmown. · , ; 
I r ·:· .· . ::;_:!) .. '. ! . : ·,. Captain Kennedy thought 'best as we were getting out ' among the ·,

l :·, .. :··:,: ',. ,\ · '1 ·' Indians to· test the bravery o'f the men in the train. He fell •·· · ..
i ." , 

'· · . ·\ ·, · 1 
,upon the plan to have the guards raise an ala.rmd�hat' the Inwl ;\- < ·('\' ... :_. . ·\ . :��: :r
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J • · ·· • · daily life• I would think it was probably the first time he ever 
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.June 21. Ten miles. brought us opposite Fort La.ramie •. '.Q:te river forks here and·· .: 
·the Fort stands in the forks or the river. Here v,e ate dinner ar.d watered ·our
cattle. There being no grass l'l8 drove ·three miles up the north fork and struck 
oernp• �e wcmen did sane :washing h ere. 

June 22. Captain 'Kennedy went over to the post office 'Which was on the oWOSite 
side of the river. He got a. grea.t many letters but none for me ?ilioh disappointed 

. me very.much. We remained in· camp all day. 

June 2.3 • Drove fifteen miles av-er the Black Hills• About as strange and' stony 
road as I ever travelled. There are some schubby pines scattered over these hills. 
Camped ?,U th� river. 

, 

June,� Quite· hilly today but roads· good. A sprinkle of rain fell last night
'Which was gratei'ully received both by ,nan and beast. l)t'ove sixteen miles camped 
on small �reek, grass not very good. 

�· 
June 25� Good roads today drove eighteen miles, grass not very good. 

June 26. · Pleasant weather drove twenty miles, camped. on the r.iver, grass no good.

June 'Zl. Bad roads in forenoon good in the afternoon. Drove eirJ'lteen miles camped 
cm. the rlver.

June ea.· Laid in camp set wagon tires and sho4 oa.ttJ:e today. 

June 29. Drove �ighteen miles roads rough. Camped on riv�r, grass very poor. 

June 30. Roads sandy drove eighteen miles oamped on river • 

.>July :i. Seven milos brought us to .lower Platt river bridge. Seven miles more 
brought us to upper Plavt river bridge. Camped six miles above making twenty miles• 
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July 2. Left Ple:tt· river after travelling two .r;;Hes. Drove fifteen miles more· and '.· . 
.- ·

c�pe� ... at S�age Station. !Iave spring water for .:::-okin& �d �ag� brush_ for fyel. .) .-
:·.'·:. ·:: · .. � . ; •, ... . . .  , .... 

July 3 • Having no grass and scarcely· eny wa.ter for our stock� ., drove eeven miles ·· : : .. _ · · .. · 
by nine o'clock le.st night. Finding good grass and goo·d water we stayed here unt.il ........ · · • 
one ·o'clock today. We then hitched up and drove nine miles making .·si�en miles : · · ,: ·· 
t��y� _ Camp�d o� �. small creek. · · / •

• 
,1• , 

. '. 

� �-� 
t .'.=.:-

. .

._ � . ·, ...
; , . ; ' , .. ·� �' . ·.

July ·4. · nrove twelve miles · oa.inped at noon having to bury one · or our company boys 
here. Bovee• s death was aooidental and was a very sad affair• While h e  and an• 
other man were· hunting wolves in the bluffs· about two miles _rroin the train. Bovee 
shot one. The· wolt fell down a. orevioe between the rooks. · When .Bovee stooped to· 
scalp the animal, his revolver fell from the holster hitting a· rock end shotting };l.im. 
throu&h the heart. He lived only a few minutes. He leaves a wife and two children. 
Poor wome.n, it will be hard for her� ThQnas Ma.okay the man who was with him came· .running· in and related the accident. Captain Kelllledy sent one of his horse teems 
\'lhioh he had hitched .to a spring wagon and brought him :in• · !he .train moved on a 
couple of miles to '.µidependence Rock·on Sv.eet 'Water. Here we·struok oem.p. Thi s· 
rock is one fourth· of a mile long, two hundred feet high and three o r  four. hundred
teet wide at the bottc:m and is rounding from the grou:cd up. It has several ponds 
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of water on top, 
' " . . 

July ·5, we· la;ld in camp until one o'clock on account of Thomas Paul's wife being 
sick. She was bc,tter at noon so we hitched up. We have about eighty wagons in the 
train now. A.b011t t

i
ve miles up the river we· crossed. swimming our stock and pulling

.our wagons· over a shaky bridge by bend. Drove three miles mor·e ·up -the river and 
camped near the Devil's Gate which the river runs through, Travelled eight miles 
today,. .. ....... .':. 
July 6, · Drove about twenty.five miles; No grass a'b noon� 'At four .o'olock l'.M.· �· passed two trains camped who informed us of a,murder committed near them ·today.·· l'wo' 
men quarrelled about a team, one shot the other�· took llis team and money. We travel-
led la�e, found no grass: cattle suffering for feed, 

July 7 � Started at sun rise travelled four or five miles and found graas on river 
bottom. several trains were camped here so we drove ill and camped too. We are 
informed that the murderer is camped here, By r,,quest of some :men f ran another 
oemp, C9!ltain Kennedy of our train ordered out twenty men well anned to surround-and 

'take him which they did. With court.organized and 1 _:, .• �/ of twelve men selected, 
he was given a· fair trial and· a. twelve to one verd:..c:-1, ·guilty o£ willful murder� · 
The prisoner kept under guard, we hitched up at two p.zn. and drove eight miles. 
Grass and water iood. A large train wa.s camped here� Captain Kennedy called their 
'Whole oampan7 together and laid the oa.se bel'ore them.· They decided that -the prisaner 
be exe�ute d tomorrow morning. 

July 8 • Gave prisoner his choice to be shot or hanged. He preferred to be shot. . 
Twenty five anned men marched him one half mile to mere his· grgve had 'been prepared • 
Fourteen of the guns were loaded with bullets and the rest were blanks. Vllhen the 
signal ·was given they all .fired the prisoner falling backwards and dying 'Yd.thin one 
minute. It we.a a sad sight to look upon. We :immediately laid him in his grave 
without even a rough bo:x:. As soon e.s our -work was completed we moved en toward tlle 

:·· set�ing of the sun. Drove twelve and camped an th�· river.

Notes This party was ·rr<lll. Pikes Peak mines on their way to Powder 
River .mines in Oregon. A men by the name of Young and one by the 
name ot Scott were.travelling together with a party of about three
wagons• Young e.nd Scott had a. qmrrel about their team� This dis• 
pute was settled bet'\\8en themselves. Scott 'With another man took 
the teem alld went o� ahead. Young was encouraged by one ot the 
other men to follow h:im and kill him, So they overtook Scott ·and 
Young shot him and killed  him. Young shot him from the back of the wa&an 
in mich he was riding. They buried him in a three foot hole in the 
dust without a box. 

July 9• Passed the warm springs. The water was about blood heat. Drove. �enty 
miloa oemped on a o_reek, drovo our oattle about _threo. mile�. t� �i-�•.e.. · .. \'-" ..

July 10. Dr ove seven miles oemped at another. spring·. Drove OUl" cattle a.bout 
three or four miles to grass. There is · about two hundred wagons oamped here and 
some soldiers who protect the emigrants. 1 ·
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� ; . . . '·.\'' July_ 11� Drove twentr miles oamped on Sweet Water olose. to a large snow bank:e ·: 1 � t • 

•• 
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July 12! Laid in oamp for the purpose of setting wagon tires and s hoeing.cattle eto. · 
.. ; '. 

: ' •. 
. . . � . . . . . 

. .,;., ,• �! 'f 11 : 
.' _',: · July l3 • · Six miies brouf)it us to L8llders out' of!'· road. Drove twenty miles oamped 

f .· .. .'· on the Sweet Water. The grass and also water is good. Crossed f'rcm Nebraska 

. ! . � ·r .

· Territo� into Utah 
: "' .. . . 

lAi� in·. oamp. Ee E. Ellie's wi�e bro�ght. a new c�er into oamp last night ... : .. ·. {;
., . . '\ . July 15� Drove eight miles camped at eleven o 1 olook on e.coount ot sickness in the 

train. sane of' the men shot, 8Jl antelope which seemed to be the beet meat I have ·: / 
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July 16. ·1'he party Ybioh was sick is able to travel this morning ao we moved on 
once more •. We crossed the summit of' the Rooky Mts. this lliornirlg. · Five miles 
brought us to Little Sandy Cr eek and five miles mor.e to Big Sandye Drove fifteen 
miles �day .and oa.mped on Big Sa�y. 

· · 

July 17. Nine Jniles brought us to a spring where we t ook dinner. Sixteen in1les 
brought us to Green River mere we oa.nrped it being dark •.. Made twenty five miles
tod�_·· . . 

..... - . •i ...•. 
I 
I 

July 1a; Unloaded _and corked f'ive v,:agons ma.king two boais of·them. We :got twelve 
wagons �err�ed o�er this evening. . .. ;

I 

July 19. Swe.111 our stock· over this morning and by dark v.e had the w11gona a.11 over 
safe without e.ny mishaps. The river was very higlr�; ·and running vecy rapid. We
had considerable ·  trouble· ·in swimming our stock over.�· Vie put . our ho�ses in· three : .1:
times and they would go about half way across· then turn down stream and drift back
to the· sarne side that we put them :lli.' on. We 'finally had to lead one beside our new 
construoted boats and the rest followed after him. · I.t seemed· almost a miracle that 
we got �afely aor.oss. 

July 20. One ·or our cattle missing this morning. Thomas Paul and A� Hunter started 
OD.(' the search f'or him. We hitched ·up the rest of the teams and drove six miles 
cam.ping on a branch of' the Green River. 1Ve

0 

will have to ferry this the .apme as the .. 
other river. .. . : t ... .1 - · 

July 21. There we.a e.n emigrant ferry boa.t found yesterday eveniJJg. which. our comp� 
bought for five dollars. Will get possession of it at �ee o'clock this evenizlg • 
The par�y mich went to hunt the ox has not r-'.'�:m•nod� 

7July 22. ·All ferried over by ten o'clock and our men came in 'With the lost ox about
that time. We drove about ten miles th is evening and camped on a creek. Saw some 
squads or Indians at a distance. We put out picket guards tonight. 'lhe Indians 
have been attacking the emigrants and stealing ato·ck al013g here. ?hey killed one 
·man a. day or two a.go. Bis grave. is close by our camp tonight.

· · 

Notea 'When � passed by, his little· dog was lyillg on the lonel7_. 
grave. 

July ·23. Ten mUes brings us to a creek where we ate dinner• Several trains camped 
here. They had their stock s'bampede d but have · them about ,gathered up nOW"5 · One 
train had their oattle corraled and they ran over three wagans end broke them down 
slightly wounding two men•. ·we drove three mil es farther camped on another c reek. 
Put out picket guards tonight. 

. , .. 
July 24. Stayed in camp on account of siclmess in the company. We are now camped 
e.t the �ntrance of a oe.nyon in the Bear River M�untains. 

July 25. Our oattle stampeded twice la.st night. We found them all by ten o 1 olook 
this mornizl&. Dr.ova eight miles up t he Canyon thro�gh mud and wat�r knee deep.

July 26, One mile father put us thrcugh the· oanyon. Drove fourteen JDiloe and 
tre.voll�d through oome very ta.11 pine .timber. 

July 'Z/. We ·ramained in oam.p all day� Thomas Paul's wife died. about nine o•c�oo'k · • 
this morning• She died ·1n childbirth. She has left an infant. · She has been very 
poorly tor some time• We buried her this evening under a large p!ne tree and put 
a post e.nd paling fenoe around her grave. Our oattle stampeded last night abwt 
eleven o'clock. One hundred and fifty got away. We f'ound all but fii'teen near. 
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July 28 • 'lhere were ten or the men started out thi� morning to hunt for 'the m issing 
ce.ttle.:· We h itched up at noon and drove ten miles ·c!1Dlping 1n·the ·timber.- No ,grass 
tor ·stock. We have our cattle under· yoke a nd chain· them t� trees• The men haven•t · .�·· .oane )'St 'Wh� went te> look for the missing cattle. '; .. ::·.
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Note1 The writer of this note was one of the company 'Who went arter. · 
the cattle• In the stampede,' the cattle ·.-,,;;n-t; n orth or the ·camp. About 
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. . .. . . :. one mile fran the camp, a large griz'zly boar got after them 'Which caused 
them to run over a very rough mountainous country far about fifteen miles • 
We did not realize hov, pe rilous the undertaking to regain 1ne · cattle "Was .. t .. .'

[:
· 

,:_ 

as the Indians ·were exceedingly hostile in this part of the country. We ;. 
arrived in oemp about eleven p.m. with four head of·oattle. · After we had.'· 
travelled about three hundred miles another train.overtook us returning 
the rest ot the stookCWhich had wandered back to the road.. . . 

July 29 .. · The men came in last night· about ten o' olock. round tour head of the 
cattle. that lee.we some eight head that m will never."get. Drove e�teen mi les 

• .• , .• , •,
I 

• ·.; 11·· 
. ; ·.. '. r

. r1· found f�r pa�ture. ·. 'lhe first smce yesterday_ morning... . :

J\ll"Jf ,o. l>rC7V'e twelve miles ·camped on a nice st;reui of clear cold mowitoJ.n wate1" •
We are in the Wind lH:ver Mountains. 

. .. ... !· 

July �l�. Drov� Fifteen miles. Have several eiok _oxe_n. this :.eve���•. 

August l. l.e:L't three or four dead cattle this morning. Drove fifteen miles got 
through 't;,he :Mountains today. 

August 2. Between ele.ven and twelve o'clock· our cattle soared at some loose horses 
belonging to another train. About twenty five teams ran away upsetti1:1g and breaking 
wa gons, running over men, women and children. Mrs. ··Townsend ·trcm M6nroe, Iowa was .,,. 
dangerously wounded. Wilson Scot;t had a broken leg. Mrs. Hoover's head was bruised • 
We struoic cemp 'When we got straightened up, ma king only eight miles today. 

• •• • P• • • . . . •, ' • ..... • • ,, • 

,''. t' ,. 
r 

!
I 

t\ 
�-'._.,. I 
� 
; 
. fi 

.I 
. ·I 

August 3.; 'lhana.s l'aul ta child· died last ·night and ·Mrs• Townsend who wai so seri.. 

t, I 

ously hurt in the stampede died about twelve o'clock today. We buried than this ·-< ... �.�· !
8'V8lling�. Th� .others are all getting better.. · · ·•. j

August 4·.· Our cattle 'being so un.,;afe to travel all .together we· dhided the ·c�pany ·' ...... ,.,,·:·�-".' .I 
in i'our parts. and trav elled some ciisto.noe a.part all camping together at night• 

:

t

i�.' 
Drove twenty miles and campe d on a branch of Snake River·. \ . . . '· 

,. 

August 5 ! Drove twenty miles camped 01:1 Snake River. 
· ft,i 

August �� Dr�� sixteen miles and oam?ed on a small stre�• 

August 7. Eleven miles brought 1.JS to a branch ot Snake River vbich Vo9 had to terey. 
costing us one dollar and fifty oents per wagon. Drove one mile more· and camped 

· meldng twelve miles• I gathered some very nice currents this ewnuig. We will
hav� som� pies!. We are now opposite. F<:>rt Hall. e�t m;les distance.

August 8 ! Drove about eighteen miles very dusty l".Oa.ds •
' '

August 9. Passed the .American Falls on Snake River� This is one of the natural
curiosities. ·�e water falls fort-,J or fii'ty feet over r ocks and makes a ireat
roaring noise. 'Whe n we stopped for dinner there was a man came riding baok and
told us the Indians were then robbing a t�ain about four miles ahead and they wanted
assistance. Some of the men.started immediately the rest hitching up without
finishing our dinner end drov.e on as i'e.st a.a we could punch our teems along but;
before we got there the Indians had driven the emigr�ts away and had taken all
their stock and provisions• clothing and everything• They had gone leaving the
empty and naked wagons even taking the covers off the wagons. It was· only a small
train ot eleven teams. There ·were not less tha.n two hundred Indians that made the
attack. There were only twenty. five men in the train and a few women. They killed
one man and wounded another in thtt arm end seriously wounded one wanan mo was ,shot
in the neck. We took them in a.Di hauled their wagons to a suitable cam.ping place
About four m1lea o.wa:y, We will J1Jake arrangemente to t� them Along with ua, }Joro
we .found a horse train ot about; twelve wo.gona that waa ti.ttaoked at about the sam� • 
time that the other train :was• Eight of their horses were stolen and two of' their ·
men killed. The next morning Sunday, August 10. Captain Kennedy with thirty five
anned men started in pur.suit of �e Indians to recover the stolen property. When
about nine miles from camp a band of Ind ians oame on thei� h�rses meeting the party.
The Indians at onoe raised a 'White flag. One of the boys shot at them. , The Indians
immediately raised a Warwhoop and began ciroling our boys• They tought;-othem for
about three miles killing two or our oanpa11y and wouldin& several others•
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Captain Kem:i,edy mortally wounded, shot through the side just above the hip b one. 
Tom Newman and o n e other missing supposed to be killed. There is now tour or. .five
trains c�od here. . "' · : 

August 11. We h ave buried f'ive men side by s·ide. We think it is not saf'e to go
• back to hunt the other two men for· f ear we lose more. N81'4118n was seen to fall in 

th e battle. We hitched up and drove thirteen· miles and oamped on Raft River. ',·
Captain Kennedy ve ry poorly� The los s of property and money 1VBS todq eetma.ted to 
be fifteen thousand dollars. ·; · 

,. Note a · The first train· 0£ ele'Ven wagons had :sixty,:tiv.e ·head of cattle
and twelve head of' hors�s saving only one. ��r se�: 

A better and niore correct description is &iven in "a. ietter written �­
by John O. Hilman to a friend ·1n St.Louis• In thia - letter be expluns .
in detail thie troub le with the Indiana. I 

i . ·. 

The letter · � u 1'ollows t 

Mra, Eroru1 cm
Deal" rriend I

. •• : • f 

Snake River, August 11, l86e 
•\ 

On ·the 8th of this month I wrote you and sent the le tter by a Morman to :Chandler
Co., Sal� Le.ks to b e  mailed. 

• .. j . 

:··· 

That was the.first opportunity I got of sending a lette r since the upper crossing 
of the Platt. I little thought vb.en I wrote· you on the 8th that an ooourrenoe ·was 
to take place next day and the d ay following, and wl:ioh will ,long iJllpress, its elf' 
upon my milld, aIJd t hat we were in ·the very midst or· a great danger end seemed to be
almost ent irely unconscious ot it. I.will re-late 'What happened as nearly as I cen,
On Saturday about 5 p .m. I.- was ridillg ahead or the train a mile or so in search of' 
grass and a oamping place at whic h we might remain· over Sunday. On looking up· the 
road ahead of �e_I saw a horsema..n_c�ing tovrarda me in� hatit,: �nnere 

,it 

This was· a rare thing to see any· person coming eastward, and expecially in so hast)"
a m anner-. On his appr oaching me, I discovered. that it was a man belonging to our· 
wagon, a?).d who had left us on the day previous to overtake a friend o f  his who. lie ,

learned' was in a train two days· ahead of us •. The first thing h e  said to me wa� 
'My God, John, _the Indians have massacred a train and robbed them of all they had
and they are only a short distance from us.• I at once became conscious of our 
extreJXte danger and turned back to inform the train and bring up the wagons 'Which 
were legging behind and I expected an attac k to be Jll8.de any m0111ent. Learning that
two ox trains 'Were ahead of us and going to oam.p at or near the battle field, we 
pushed on to overtak� them� 

In an :trou rs driving we came to the place vlhere the h orrible scene took place, ·but
found the Indians had run off the stock, taking the provisions, clothing� eto. ot 
the train, but le.ft the wagons which the ox trains ahead of us had taken and gone on
in pursuit of grass. I f ound quite a quantity of blood, and fragme nts of such 
things as emigrants usually carry w1 th them, and it was evident that the Indians 
had done their hellish deeds in a hasty manner and le.ft. 

The place selected by them for the attack was the _best on the road and not..far dis• 
tent frOlll the road v.n.ioh turns down to Salt lo.ke, which I !earned is 175 miles swth 
of us• Here we pushed on en-deavoring to overtake them, but only got a short distance
an account of the· darkness and were obliged to camp on the very ground wh ere the 
Indians had, a few hours prevj,ous, made. ring with their pandemoniu m like shouts, and
red with the blood of: innooent·men and wanen. \"le i,.t once put out a strong pick et 
guard on the surrounding hills., got a h·a.sty supper in the dark, staked out mules in
the sage brush and ho ped 'the night would be a short one. Nothing happening, we . 
pushed on at d aybreak £or the ox teams and grass, which we_ found in a camp five miles
distant, and �ere we oamped dur�ng the day. 

I ·found three men killed and several w ounded, one woman mortally wounded and the 
we.gone which the Ind1Gnl had lof't, Two of' the men killed were 1.'rOlll Iowa City, A,J,
Winter ond an Italian whose name I did not learn, The other man was boom New Yer� 
City, Bulwinkle was his name and it is said he had some $6ooo.oo whioh was taken 
from him. All were buried here but the affair did not end he re. 

S0111e thirty men from t�e two ox trains and the trains attacked the previous day. 
started out in pursuit of the Indians end their stock. After travelling some seven
miles 1n the direotion in which tho Indians went they came suddenly upon them and 
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a. fight· immediately can:tnenoed. At the first fire three fourths or the 'White men ran
and the· ·red men pursued, and a:t'ter a r1:lDiling fight of some three miles, �he I�dians 
ceased their pursuit. 

In this fight, 'three of the whites ware killed and five severely wounded, one I · 
think mortally. After we learned of the fate of the la st party the greatest excite­
ment prevailed ·in camp and a small party went ·to.their assistenoe· to recover the 
dead and wounde�., 

·on e \or which was not· found and one had been scalped, the first 
scalped man ; ever saw.. Late  in the evening both parties returned and two more ox 
trains crune into oamp making now some two hundred wagons and qOO men and 300 women .. · 

· and children. 
., 

' 
1, I• ' 

Thia morning we all sta.t'ted together after burying the dead and 082118 13 miles to 
�� River �e�e -�. all encamped tor ��e �ay., � �here I. am wr�ting_ this�

Here the road tor lea, one for Oregon and Washiligtan., an� th�_ ���r tor California. 

Truly your· tri.end
· John c. Hilman

P,S., The l.ndi�!!J l hAVQ o.ll�(l�(,\ to �re $��es,. 8.M it 1" th�ht Wgff iD,
lal'ge roroe. 

List of k1llech A. J. Winter, ·Iowa City, Masemo Lepi, st. 'Paul, Minn•. Charles· 
Bulwinkle, New York City

., George Sheperi ., Iowa City, George W. Ade.ms, Iowa. City, 
I talian, name��onn. 

W:saing end supposed to be killed: William Mo�er, Thomas Ne'Vllla.?l•

.·· . 

Wounded: Captain Xenn·edyi Miss Elizabeth Adams, Tho�as Bradf ord, James Crawford.,_- .�: 
T. I. Adall8, John Walker, I. I. Cassady, E. o. &illivan., John Miller, John Patterson,
Ephram Te.;y-lor. · 

August 12. Miss Adams the lady who was wounded· in th e fight with the Indians died 
las t  night and. was buried :this morning. Sane of the trains 1talce the Cali:f'ornia road. 
this morning. We keep the .Old Oregon Road. Drove eighteen miles camped on a· creek. . . ' . . . .. . - . . . ... . . 

August 13. Captain Kennedy not able to ·tra,,,. ·, today, · so "We laid 1n camp_• Our 
oattle ha'!9 beo�me p�aceful end healthy. . ·1 ,.l 

.August ll+! Drove seventeen miles, roads good, ce.mped � a small oreek. 

August 15� Drove twenty miles �em.p�d on a small �reek. 

August 16. Drove ten miles camped at noon to wait tor a. horse· train 'Which has been 
travelling with us since the Indian f'ignt , until noon yesterday. They stopped on 
account of' eiclaless. _ 

August 17 • le.id in ce..,up today. ·Had preaching at eleven o'clook by Fat.her l'aul. 
The horse .train has not come up ).'8t• 

August 18. Still laying in cemp. "1'he horse train rolled into oe.mp this evening and 
wa.s pleased we had wa ited for them. Their sick lady is a little bet�er. Had a fine 
little sh�wer this morning. 

, 
August 19� Camped on the same creek.· 

Aug\lst 20. The sto ck were herded· on a· 'l:nan:oh of a creek in a deep canyon last nivit. 
There being a great many will.ows on the creek one of the guards belonging to the 
horse train was shot .in the ann by an Indian with an arrow. He was concealed in the 
willows. The men surrounded him and kept him until daylight then they routed hhn. 
Re made good use of his legs mile the bullets whizzed after him. 'We ran him nearly 
two miles men he was shot down. I being shorter of breath than some others, fe ll
behind about a half of mile. I did not go on to see him but one of the boys gave 
me a piece of. his scalp. ihe sun was now perhaps nearly one hour high and as we
were going Qll our wo.y beok to camp wo discovered wh�t we took to be a heavy du11t 
rioing east ot us whioh we oonoluded wa.o o. bo.nti of Indiana 'Who woro ooming to th• 
rescue of their· unfortunate comrade which had te.llen in oul" he.nds and whont was 
slain. You ought to he.ire seen us go• I think we went back· to camp in less time 
than we went out, however a.s we neared the camp, we got brave am slowed down to. a 
brisk walk. A.little later we disoovered that i� was only a tog or mist raising 
from the wa ter pouring over a fe.lls on the Snake River• We hitched up Al1d drove 
ei&hteen miles and camped on Snake River. 
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August 21. Friendly Indians came to camp this morning with fish to trade also some 

·r

came at' noon• They tell us that we ar.e out of the Snake tribe• We did, not find any ,. 
grass until nom. We drove fifteen miles camped on the river; grass not very good. 
we ·are near salmon Falls. 

August 22. Started at 
This took us •til·nine 
them gave out• 

eleven o'clock drove eighteen miles before finding "Water. 
p.zn. and then found no' grass. Cattle very tired· and some ot,

.: 
. ' ' 

' •, 

August 24• liad ·preaching at three o'clock by a Captain of the house train 'Who is 
c�ping n�ar us� . . . . . _ 

August 25. Drove sixteen miles cwnped on the river. 

Note I It was at this place that we· m·et the ti .s. Trwps coming out to 
assist the e.migrants to a settlement a_s was customary each season. 

(aw oek of tho diary is missing) 
. . 

SepteJDber 2. We made a brus h drag today and caught s _ane very fine f'ishe 

Note: · We caught enough salmon e.t two or three drags to supply the 
train. I never saw finer fish. I think s crne of them would have 
weighed forty pounds. The writer of this note will never forget 
the time and day we caught the fish. In the· forenoon another man 
and I took the cattle out· to a feeding place. While guarding the 
cattle my gun was accidentally discharged ·and nine buck shot passed �,· 
to near my head that I fell to the rsround. In the afternoon while 
dragging for fish I was helping to hold the drag down. I found the 
water was getting too deep tor me as I could not swim. I turned to 
go back but there was a swift underc urrent thEJ.t took me down in deep_ 
w�ter. I sand and rose the fourth time_before_I �as ta.lee� out. 

September } • There was another ·train came in la.st· night. They tell us that there 
is a large emigration ccaning behind us� Drove fif teen)miles and camped on the river. 
The roads were so dusty that we could sco.roccly see th'e teams part of the ti�

1
• -

Grass not very good, plenty of' sag�rush here. 

September 4� Drove fourtee11- miles oamped on a creek, fair graaa. 

September 5. Drove _sixteen miles gra.ss short. Went two miles for water after 
night it' be� dark when we stopped. 

September 6. Six miles ·brought U:s to the river and seven miles more brought us to 
a creek where we oamped. Making th irteen miles t oday, _good grass here •. 

September 7 • Drove twelve miles oamped on Snake River. Grass fairly good. We 
pe.ssed two hot springs today. '!hey were so hot that I· could hardly hold my hand in 
the water. The trains that were.with us today la.id __ l?r• 

Septeniler 8. Drove twelve miles. Campe d on the river at the· mouth of a oreek. 
Fairly good grass, roads very sandy �d heavy. "' 

September 9. Drove sixteen·miles very .sandy roads� Campe d on �ee River. Good 
grass here. 

, .. 
September $0. Ha ving fif teen miles to drive without grass or water and our stock 
beinB; very weak.- we thought best not to drive in the heat of the dq. We hitched 
up at five p .m. and drove until tw:llve o'clock. We. then made a dry camp that is 
without fee d or wa ter. 

SeptE111.bor 11. started at sunrise reaching M9.lhuer River at ten o'clock a.m. We will 
stay here \Ultil tomorrO\v morning. 

September 12. Di-ove' twenty miles oamped on Birch Creek. It was after dark when we .•oamped and our overcoats d id not come amiss. 

September 13. Drove eight miles camped on Burnt River at noon. Captain Kenned¥

:\ ,, 

l· 

·l 
.. j: 

1.·
I: 

J.
I 
i; 

.I 

J.1.
r 
!-
l 

i 
I· 

� 
l 

•,. 
i 

.i 
! 

!· 
I 
i 

i 
I 

i 

I 

.I 

t· 

,( 
l
i
i 
' 

I 
( 

I, 



.,, ·� \o • 

. ,,:.·· 

/, . 

-

� "'.:! Adoo.i' - •• · Ll,ii, iooMl�OtlJI)(�, . 
. ,-�--- '"''�� 

. . � . �. 
,·

! . \ 

. �; '" . . ... ,, ·, . �\ 

.' . · .. i.-.'.. ,.· . 

resicned thi s morning and the company is wall plea.sad beoa.use he did. He and his 
men that he furnished with teams oampe,d by themselves this evening. We under.stand
that we have been in Oregon f'or f'orty f'ive miles but we are sixty five miles trom 
se:ttlement �t. The firs t settlement is on Powder River• llley are · gold miners. . 

September 14. ·nrove
on this stream� The
bear Mountains• Our

ten miles up Burnt River •.. There is some birch end 
I 

cotton wood 
f'irst we hav e seen excepting some willows· since we left the 
prinoipal fuel w�s. sag� �r�sh and· will�s. 

Sept�mber· 15. Drove twelve miles camped still on the same. stream. 'rhere were high
mountains on both sides of us. We have now twenty-one .in our ·company. : We have 
eleote d Mr� �11 f?r o� Captain• 
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! � . ·. Septembe� 17 � Drove· fourteen miles CElllped at a spring but no water for · our atook. 
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September 18. Five miles brought us to where the road§: part,· tme leading to Fort 
W alla 'Walla and the other to Powder River gold mines at Auburn, Oregon. I, with a. 
number of others took the latter road •. Camped on Powder River ten miles tran Auburn • 

··, ., .· ... 
. ,, •. · Notes M'tar · the la.st date mentioned, Beptemb.ei- 18, th.ere was no · 

diary kept ,mile on the road to Walla Walla •. We had nice weather, 
·· good grass and water. We passed through le.Grande, Oregon which had

,. . . . . only a few houses• I paid lOJt a pound· for potatoes here. We had 
no accidents or trouble from Powder River to Walla Walla. which took

_. 
! us nine days to travel. On the 27th day of September, vie struck our

., ·· '· last oamp six miles southeast of )Valla Wqlla on Cotton w·ood Creek. 
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A Tr:i.p Across the Plains in 1862 

(TM� ls taken from Hamilton Scott•$ di.11r.v with addi.t.iona1 notes bv 
Alvln Zaring. one �r the party.) 

l stat'ted April 24 in company with Thomas Paul, H.ev. Joseph f'aul, Alvin 
Zar\ng and families fro• near Freemont. Iowa, for Walla Walla, Washington 
Territory. We l oadecf our wagon! and drove eight 111.iles. Our teams worked very well. 
We had three yoke of oxen and one yoke of cows to a team. 0,1r f\rst cam.p was three 
m.U es · east of O!'tkal ooaa. 

April 25 Traveled abOut 14 mllos. Uot along very velJ. Found a few 
mud holes. 

April 26 Traveled 15 miles� Cailped at Monroe, Jasper Co. We had good 
roads a.11 the way today. 

l 

April 27 · Remained in camp it being $unday. Went to ehureh. 

Monday April 28 Remalned in ca.mp practiced shooting. 

Tuesday Apr-\ l ?9 Drove lH 1tl'i l�R pas,ed Pralrte C1.ty in Monroe Count.v. 

April 10 Drove about lJ miles croesed the Des Moines River. at Des Moines 
·,. We then pulled around and crossed C oon Ri.ver on a ferry- boat the same day
same place.

Thursday May l Drove 17 miles crossed North River camped in Warren County. 

May 2 Traveled about 18 miles passed through Winterset Iowa. 

May ·, Drove 12 miles stopped at noon expecting to Jay over Sunday but. 
could not. get feed .for our cattle. Corn ts very scarce here. We canmed rm Mir:i.�!J e 
Rtver. 

Sunday Ma.y 4 Drove 16 miles stopped at noon; passed through Greenfteld in 
Adair County and ea11ped on Nodaway River. Was obliged to travel today for want of 
feed. 

Monday 5 Drove 19 miles camped at Marysville, Cass County. 

Tues. May 6 - Drove about 15 miles and camped on the open nra iri e. ·,1e 
staked our cattle out. 

Wednesday May 7 Drove about four m.iles and stayed at Louifi or, 
Nishuabotna River and fished but had no luck. 

l 

Thursday May 8 Remained in camp to rest our cattle. 

Friday May 9 Drove about twenty miles camped on the River Jorden 3 small 
eam just a good leap for a bull-frogg. 

Saturday May 10 Drove about lJ mile! grased our cattle yesterday eve.ning 
and this evening for the firet since we started. Pasture good in places. 

Sunday May 11 Ten llliles brought us to Mt. Olive. a small town in Mills 
County 12 miles from. the Missouri River. We will stay here several days ar.d 1ay 

t"� .• - .-.. ... � rr.:..-• .... t'-.,"":t.� .. ·'":.� .... :""°!. ... .I ,:-.t ....... ''i"= lJ,... -;.:� 11 ,:'1 
,.. ; .. -'··� 4 'I: +-41 l +"n.o ._.,Qe+ ,....,. I'll?,.. 



1pa�v comes who is now SOlllewhere on the roAd behind us. 

May 19 After one week's rest and our compan,v having arrived we pursue our 
Journey passing through the'town o! Glenwood. Drov� 15 miles and camped. 

Saturday Ma�r 20 Nine miles, brought us to CouneU Bluffs. �'our m'il es 
more brought us to the Missouri River. lie crossed over to Omaha. Here we 1ald h 
our entire outfit to last us through to the Pacific Coast. We dro�e three mile� 
out from town and camped. Th\s is our flrst camp in Nebraska. 

May 21 Drove twelve miles.

Ma.v 22 Drova twenty miles and crossed the Elk Horne lti ver camped on 
Rawhide Creek. 

May 2J Drove twenty miles passed through a little village called Freemont. 
One of the small boys got h,is leg broke by falling out of the wagon in which he 
was riding and the whell passed over his leg. Today we get our fi.rst glimpse of 
the great and mud�y Platt River and tonight we are camped on its bRnks. 

May 24 Drove about eleven mil.es camped at noon and layed over to allow 
the women to do some washing and us boys went sw1ulling. , We saw our first Indians 
today. Thie is our first oa111p on what we mtght call the real plains. It ls .just 
one month tooay since we bid adieu to home and friends and cracked our whips for 
"1'\e Pactftc Coast or for the gold mines we hoped to !i.nd beyone thf' R<>cky Mountains. 

May 25 Started at noon drove eleven miles e&111ped on the prairie near a 
pond of water. 

May 7.6 Drove seventeen miles caMped on Loup River. 

May 2? Had qui.te a atom la.st ntght ca.ttle broke away from the gua ros

round them thi.1 11orning not very far away. WI',! ferried the river: the re he i.n1< 
about sixty teams ahead of us it took all day to get �eross. 

May 28 Some of our cattle swam the river last night. We had 'IUite a bunt 
for them but finally found them and made a twenty mile dr1ve today. 

May 29 Drove twenty three miles. 

May JO Drove twenty miles.' 

Sunday June l Started at noon drove fourteen miles. 

June 2 Drove twenty mtle:9 pas�ed Fort Kearney on opposite st,je of the river. 
Found some alkali today. 

June 3 Drove twenty miles camped on Platt Valley. 

Juna 4 Found no grass or water for our stock at noon today. We stopped and 
�e a bit ourselves. We traveled on until most sundown and camped near a grave 
1ere some poor fellow had been buried perhaps years ago. Drove about twentv tw0 

11111 elf today.

June 5 
cofflJllon rabbi ts • 

One of the men shot a Jack rabbl.t today. 
Drove eighteen miles today. 

They are J.a rl:!;el" thsin our 

June 6 Passed tow graves today one of which there was a fla� waving over 
•----1 '""- � .-.r- ,.,,.., \....:.::r }.""�-' I.ft" h�d �h'°'t h1t111':Pl f ;:i,c�cident-allv 



n days ago and lived several hour8. We drove &i(l;hteen miles today. 

June 7 Passed a b<>:iling hot spring. Drove eighteen miles and camped on 
Platt River swam. to an isl.and to get wood. We got some dead willows. We are told 
that we get no nore wood for two hundred miles. 

Sunday Jun& 8 We had the census ot the train taken today as follows: 
J11.en 88; wOlllen 46; ohildre.n 86; total 220; wagons 52; cattle )15; horses a.nd 
mules J8. We found some mud holes today where our wa�onfl went in over the asel. 
Drove &ighteen miles. We are now on North Platt. 

Mondiy June 9 Drove about sixteen miles today over sandy bluffs and �amped 
near a spring. 

June 10 Had about .rive miles of very heavy sandy roads this 11,orning. Drove 
eighteen miles today. 

· · 

June 11 Crossed a number os small creeks today. Drove twenty mlles camped 
on a nice <ireek. 

June 13 Passed Ash Hollow on opposite side of the river. Drove twenty miles 
camped on the river. 

June 13 Mr. Delong shot one of his cows this morning. She acted as if she 
-·�s mad or had inflaaation of the brain. Drove twenty miles today and camped on

att River. 

June 14 · Some of the men brought a jack rabbit a.nd antelope into camp at 
noon today. Plsasant tod�v drove twenty miles. 

Sunday June 15 Had an exhortation t'rom Father Pa�l at nine O'clock a.m. 
Started A.t. hal.f past eleven moved along very nicely untll about four o'clock when 
two of the boys laid down ey the road side ln a. ditch and ratsed up suddenly Just as 
a team of five yoke �f cattie were passing. The team took fright and ran off to one 
side a.nd turned over the wagon in a,ditch killing one ox and hurting one child but 
not dangerously. The chain broke letting four yoke loese from the wagon. We drove 
one mlle farther and camped making about an eight mile drive today., After .we got 
settled in oamp we decided that we would have feesh beef steak for supper. So a 
few of us w.ent back and skinned the ox that was killed in the lfreck and brought· the 
.hlnd quarters into·eUlJ). Wa sure h,d beef stt1ak tor supper and breakfast. 

June 16 · Passed Chimney Rock. This rock stands on a sand bar and ts tni rt;r 
feet high and about six feet ln diameter at the top. Saw some Indians today tne 
first for about three hundred miles •. Drove twenty miles today. 

June 17 :Um Bailey• S wife brought a new CO!ller into camp last night whi.ch 
caused us to lay by today. 

June 18 Passed Scott•s Bluffs. Drove twenty five mtl�s tod�y and camped 
on a small creek. 

June 19 Pleasant today drove twenty five miles and camped on the river 
-near timber the first for about two hundred miles. We have been using weeds and
buffalo chips for fuel which 11.nswered very well on these desert plains.

June 20 Had a w&dding in camp last night at nine o•elock. A couple from 
another taa.in came in and had Rev. Joseph Paul to tie the knot. We had an alarm in 
cup about eleven o•olocl last night. The guards called three ti111.es "Who comes 



l 
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there?" This was followed by about twenty 
time "Indians l Indians I · Indians t Help I 
e·onrusion, women were greatl,.., alarnaed. It 
steal a horse and no Indians to be·found. 

shots in ·quick succession, at the same 
Help! was shouted. The camp was in �reat 
turned out to be a white man trying to 
We drove eighteen miles today. 

Note 
This mention of the Indian scare was written before the true 
nature of the circlJDlstance was made known. Captain Kennedy 
thought beet as we were getting out among the Indians to test 
the bravery of th� men in the train. He fell upon the plan to 
have the �uards raise an alarm that the Indians were coming ann 
attacking the horse guard11. This caueed qnite an excite11ent; one 
old fellow ,1l1Wlped out ot his wagon and getting on his knees called 
upon the Lord for protection at the very top of his voice. 
Judging by the old fellow's dai�v life I should think it was 
probably the first time he ever prayed. 

Saturday June 21 Ten miles brought us opposite Fort Laramie. The river forks 
here and the fort stands in the forks of the river. Here we ate dinner and watered 
our cattle. There being no grass we drove three miles up the north fork anS> 
struck caMp. The voaen did some washing here. 

June 22 t;aptain Kennedy went ov@r to the post office which was on the 
pposite side of the river. He got a great ma�y letters but none for me vhich 

.isappo:1.nted me very much. We re111ained in oamp all day. 

June 23 Drove fifteen miles over the Black Hills. About as strange and 
�tony road as I ever travelad. There are some scrubby pines scattered over these 
hills. Camped on the river. 

June 24 Quite chilly today but roads good. A spr1.nkle of rain fell last 
night whtch was gratefully received both by man and beast. Drove �ixteen miles 
c&11ped on small creek •• Orass not very good. 

June 25 Good roads today drove eighteen miles. grass not good. 

June 26 Pleasant weather drove twenty miles, camped on .the river grass 
no good. 

June 27 Bad roads in forenoon good in the a!te?T1oon. Drove ei�hteen 
miles camped on the river. 

,June 28 Laid in eaap set wagon tires and shod cattle today. 

J\IJle 29 Drove eighteen mi.lei, roads rough. Ca111ped on river. 

June JO Roads sandy d�ove eighteen miles camped on river. 

July 1 Seven miles brought·us to lower Platt River bridge. Seven miles 
•ought us to upper Platt River bridge. Camped six miles above making twenty

_.,,iles. 

July 2 Left Platt River after traveling two miles. Drove fifteen miles 
More and caaped at Stag• Station. Have spring water for cooking and sage brush 
fpr fuel. 
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,July J Having no grass and scarcely- any water for our stock we drove 
seven miles by- nine o'clock last night. Finding good grass and good water we stayed 
here until one o•olock today. We then hitched up and drove nine miles ma.kine; 
si111t.een mllas today. Camped on a $lllAll creek. 

July 4 Drove. twelve mile!! camped at noon ha'V'tn.g to hury one of our company
boy, here. Bovee•is death was accidental anri was a very sad affair. While he 
and :rnothsr man were hunting wolves in the bluffs about two miles from the train 
Rove� shot one. The wolf fell down a erevis between th� rooks. When Bo�ee stooped 
to 3calp the animal his revolver fell from the holster hitting a rock ans shooting 
him through the heart. He onl.v lived a few minutes. He leaves a wife and two children. 
Poor woman it will be ha.rd for bar. Thomas Macke:, the man who was with hi.111 came 
running in and related the accident. Captlln Kennedy sent one of his horse teams 
which he had hitched to a spring wai;ton i:i.nd brot11;ht hlm in. The tr�.in moved on a 
c�uole of miles to Independence Rock on Sweet Water. Here we struck ca.mp. Thls 
rl)ck is one fourth of a mile long, two hundred feet high and three or four hundred· 
feet wide at the bottom and ls rounding :from the ground up. It has several ponds 
of water on top. 

July '5 We laid in camp until one o• clock on account of ·rhomas Paul• s 
wife being sick. She was better at noon so we hitched up. We have about eighty 
wagons in the train now. About five miles up the river we crossed, swimming our 
stock and pulling our wagons over a shaky bridge by hand. Drove three miles more 

'the river and camped near the DeviPs Gate which the river runs through. 
·,welled ei1.tht mlles today-.

July o Drove about twenty five milest no grass at noon. At four o•clock 
p.m. nassed two trains camped �ho informed us of a murder committed near them today.
TW'o ml'n quarr$led about a team, one shot the other, took hi.steam and money. We
trave.le•i late, found no grass. Cattle suffering for food.

July 7 Started at sun ri:,e traveled four or five miles and found grass on 
rive-r bottom. Several trains were camped here so we drove in and camped al.so. We 
are 1.nformed that the murderer is camped here. By request ef some men from anoth.er 
namp Captain Kennedy of our train ordered out twent.y men woll :inned to surround 
and take h'lm whieh they did. With court organized and R. .iury of twdve men 
selected·he was given a fair trial and a twelve to one v-erdict p;tiilty of willful 
murder. The prisoner kept under guard we hitched up at t�o p.m. and drove eight 
.miles. Grass and water good. A large train was camped here. Captain Kennedy 
called their whole cOM.pany together and laid the case before them. They decided 
that. the prisoner be executed tomorrow morning. 

July 8 Gave prisoner his choice to be shot or hung. He preferred to be 
shot. Twenty five armed men marched him one half mile to where his grave had been 
prE1paired. Fourteen of the guns were loaded "'lth bullets the rest were blanks. When 
the signal was gl.ven they all fired the prisoner fallinp, hackward and dytng within 
a m.lnute. It was a. sad si,i-;ht to look upon. We ·lJllrnediately laid him ln his �rave 
without even a rough box • .As soon as our work was completed we moved on toward 
��e setting sun. Drove twelve miles and camped on the river. 

Note This party was from Pikes Peak Mines on their way to Powder 
River Mines in Oregon. A man by the name of Young and one 
by the name of Scott were traveling together with a party 
of three wagons. Young and Scott had a quarrel about their 
wagons. The dispute was settled between themselves. Scott 
with another man took the team and went on ahead. Young was 

·- ,. 
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twenty 

So they overtook Scott a.nd Young shot hbn from thr: back of 
the wagon in which he was riding. The.v buried him in a threc:i 
foot hole in the dust without a box. 

,July 4 Passed the warm. sprinE;s. 'l'he water was about blood heat. Drov,:; 
m\les camped on a creek, drove our cattle about thr�e miles for gr�ss. 

July 10 Drove seven miles camped at another �prin�. Drove our cattle 
about three t1r four m:Ues to grass. There i.s about tw(') hundred wagons eamoed h"'lre 
a.nd some :rnldiers who protect the emi.,z;rants. 

bank •. 
July 11 Drove twenty miles eamped on Sweet Water close to a large snow 

July l?. 111.id in c.amp for the purpose of settinl!: wagon ti.res -'l.nd shoein�� cattle. 

�1u1.v· 11 Six mUes brought us to Landers eut-off road. Drove twent:r mHes 
camped .n1 the Sweet Water. The grai;s and �lso water ls good. Crossen from NP.brasl-:a 
Territory into Utah T8rritory. 

July 14- Ls.id in cUlp. E.h;. Ellis•s wife broup-ht. a new comer into c:i!11r 
last nlf,1:ht. 

July 15 Drove eight miles camped at eleven o'clock on account of sickness 
ln the trAin. Soae of. the men shot an antelope whioh seemed to be the best meat I 

er ha.ve eta.ten. 

,July 16 The part:v which was sick \:,; able to travel this morning so we 
111.ove<i on once more. We orol!lsed the summit ot t.he Rocky MoJJnta.ins thi.s morninr. Fi v� 
llile5 brou�ht us to Little Sandy Creek and f.'ive miles more to Bt.g Sandy. Drovr:i fifteen 
·m1 les tod,1y and camped on Big Sandy.

July 17 Nine miles brought us to a spring where we took dinner. S'i.xteea 
iniles brought us to Green River where we camped it being dark. Made twentv r, . .,e miles 
toda:v. 

July 18 Unloaded and corked five wagons making two boats of them. We p:nt 
twelve wagons ferried over this evening. 

J1.J.ly 19 Slla.m our stock ove:r th\! morning aud by dark w�i h::id the w�iron:; a:i l 
over safe without an.v miehaps. The river was very high and runn\n!!, very rapid. w,�

had considerable trouble in swunmin� our stock over. We put our horses i.n thre� times 
and they would go about half way across then turn down stream and drift back to the 
same side the we put them in on. We finally had to lead one beslde our new r!0ns tructed 
boat and the rest followed after hi111. It seemed almost a miracle that we got safely 
across. 

· July 20 One of our cattle missing this morning. Th011tas Paul and A. Hunter
started on the search of hilll. We hitch$d up the rest of the tea.ms and drove six miles 
camping on a branch of Green River. We will have to ferry this the same as the other 
-lver.

July 21 There was an emigrant ferry boat found yesterday evening which our 
compa.n.v bought for fiv., dollars. Will get possession of it at three o'clock thii:: 
evening. The party which went to hunt the ox ha.s not returned yet. 

July 22 All ferried over by ten o•.clock and our men ca.me ln with the lost 
ox about that time. We drove about ten mile:.; this evenine: and eamped on a creei<. Saw 
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xe been attacking the emigrants and stealing stock al.orig here. They kU 1 ed one mlln 
"a' day or two ar,o. Hi� grave is close hy our camp tonight. 

Note When we passed b.v- hl� Htt.18 do� was lying; on thf: lonely gr.i.vc. 

July ?'' Tan miles br\n�s us to a craek where we ate rlinner. SHveraJ trains 
camped here. They had their Rtock stampeded last night but have them at-out gathered 
up now. One train had their cattle corraled and they ran over three wagons and broke 
them d� slightly wounding two men. We drove three miles farther camped on another 
creek. Put out picket guards tonight • 

• July ?l• Stayed \n CA.mp on ac<!Ount of :c:\ckne!I� \ n th� cornp:rny. W,, :.i :-e now 
c:a111ped at the ftntrance or a canyon bt thR Bear lHver Mts. 

July ?.) Our cattle stampeded t.wice last nlght. We fµund thc>m all b:v ten 
o'cloc:k this morning. Drove eight miles up the caT\yon through mud and water knef! d�ep. 

July 26 One mile farther put us through the canyon. Drove fourteen miles 
and traveled through some very tall pine timber. 

,July 27 WA l'"•mainad in camp all day. Thomas Paul• s wife died about n\.ne 
u•clock thi.t:t mornin�. She d'led in ch\.ld blrth. She has left ;in infant. She has been 
very ooot"ly f'or �om$ tb,-.. We bur\ od her thl � even1nr, under a large pine tree and put 
:. post and ralin� ft.1tnc• around hflr grave. Our �Jittle iistarape-ded last ni.ght. :1.bout 

VP.n o'clock. One hundred and .fifty got away. We found :ill but. fi ft.t1'!',n head. 

July 28 There were ten of the men started out this mornh11l to hunt for the 
missin� cattle. We hitched up at.noon and drove ten miles camping in the timber. No 
grass for stock we have our eattle under yoke and chain them to trees. The men haven•t 
come in yet who went to look for the missing cattle. 

Not.e 
·rhe w-riter of this note w�s one or thP. comrany t�at. went after the cattle.
fn the staiirpede the cat tJ a went north of tbP. camr,. About one m'i le from
U1ft cAmp a large grizzly bear .rot after t.hem w'hi.ch !;11used them tc, run
over·a rough mountainous country· for about.fifteen miles. We did not
realize how perlious the undertlkin� to rega1n the cattle was as the
Indians were exceedingly hostile in this part of the country. We arrlved
in camp about eleven p.M. with four head of cattle •. After we h�d traveled
about three hundred miles another train overtook us returning the rest
of the stock which had wandered back to the road.

July 29 The men came ln last nl�ht about ten o'clor.k. 
the cattle. that leaves some eight .�ead that we will never get. 
found fAir pasture. The first since yesterday. 

Found four h�a,J of 
Drove elght6en miles 

Ju�v JO Drove twelve miles camped on a nice stream of clear cold mountain 
water. We are in the Wind.River Mts. 

( 
July- 31 Drove fifteen miles. Have several sick oxen this evening. 

August 1 Left three or four dead cattle this morning. Drove fifteen miles 
·got throu�h the mountains today.

A.u�ust / Oetween P.levftn a.nd twa]vo o'clock 01u· 1:attle scar,;r1 at some 10081? 

hc.,rses belonp-'lng to another train. About twenty riv� teams ran away uusettlnv. arid 
breaking wagons runnir,g over men women and chlldren. M.r - • · Tounsand from Monroe. Iowa 
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l tised. We struck camp when we got stra1 ghteued out. Making <mly elg:ht mUer; tooav.

Aul(ust 1 Thomas Paul's child di.ed hst nlght nnd Mrt.. Toumrnnri whr.• w;�� so 
�eriousl�· hurt i.n the stampede died !\bout sw-elve o'clock today. We buried. them this 
ev-enlnt. ·rhe t.'t.hers ar• all getting better. 

August It Our cattle be1n17, 1-lO unsafe to t.ravel all toi;i;ether wo divldt:!d the 
nompa.ny tn four p&.rts :1nd traval�d some d1.stance apart all camping top�U1�r at, night. 
DrovA t.wt•nt:v miles and oam.ped on ::. branch o.f Snake River. 

August 5 Drove twenty miles camped on Snake Ri.ver •. 

.August 6 Drove sixteen miles and camped on a small stream. 

August 7 Eleven miles brought us to a branch of Snake River which we had to 
ferry costing us one dollar and fifty cents per wagon. Drove one mile more and camped 
makinf! twelve miles. I gathered some very nice currants thi.s eveninp.-. We will have 
some pie�;. We are now opposite Fort Hall eight miles distance. 

A np;u, t. �� Urove about ft\p;ht.et,n m \les ,rery du$ t.v roads. 

August 9 Passed the Amari.can Falls on Snake R1 ver. Thi.s Ls one of the natural 
curior.i. tieEt. · The wa tt.,r falls forty of fifty feet over rocks and makes a great roaring 
noise. When we stopped for dinner a man came r:tding back and told us the Indians were 
··�n robbing a train about four miles ahead and they wanted assistance. Some of the men

rted immediately the rest hitching up without finishing our dinner and drove on as
n,st aa we could punch our teams along but before we �ot there the Indians had driven 
the emigrants away and had taken all their stock, provisions, clothing, and everything. 
The:r, had R;one laaiving the t1mpty a.nd naked wagons even taking the covers offthe wagons. · 
It wa::- ('!U't\- Iii small trAi.n of el.even taruns. Thare were not less than two hundred Indians 
that madt11 tha at.ta.ck. 'l'here were only twenty ftvi, men in the train and a few women. 
Th&y killed one 1'1&n nn<i wounded anothtH· in the a.rm and seriou!'!l� wounded one woman that 
was shot in th6l neck. We took them 1n a.nd hQuled their wagons to a suitable ".'!amntnv. 
place about four mi.les away. We will make arrangements to take them alon� wtth �s. · 
Here we found a horse train of about twelve wagons that were attacked at the same time 
that the other train was4 Eight of their horses were stolen and two of their men 
killed. The next morning Sunday August 10 Captain Kennedy with thirty five armed men 
started i.n pursuit of the Indians to recover the stolen property. When about nine 
miles from camp a band of Indians came on their horses meeting the party. They at orice 
raised a white flag. One of our boys then shot at thelft. They lmJlledia'.tely raised a war 
hoop and ber,an eircllng our boys. They fought them for about three m:\les killing two 
ilf out COOlpnr,y and wounding several others. Captain Kennedy mortally woun.des shot 
through thtl side· ,1ust above the htp bone. Tom Ne'WWln and one other missing supposed to 
he killed. There is now four or five·trains camped here. 

August 11 We have buried five men side by side. We think it not safe to go 
back to hunt the other two m.en for fear we lose more. Newman was seen to fall in the 
battle. We hitched up and drove thirteen miles and ca.mped on Raft Ri.ver. Captain 
Kennedy �ery poorly.· The loss of property and money was today estim�tcj t0 be fift�Go 
thousand dollars. 

Note 
1'he first train of eleven wagons had sixty five head of;kattl.e and twf)lve 
head of horse£ saving only one horse. 

A better and more correct description is given in a letter written by 
John C. Hilman to a fr,end in St. Louis •. In this 1etter he exolni.ns 

in detail this trouble wtth the Indians. 
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The letter is as follows: 

Snake River, August 11, 1862 

Mrs. Bronson. 

My Dear Friend: 

On the 8th of this month I wrote you and sent the letter by a Mormon to 
Chandler Co., Salt Lake. to be mailed. 

That was the first opportunlty I got of sending a letter since the upper 
crossing of the Platt. I little thought when I w-rote you on the �th that a.n occurance 
was tC'I t.Ake place ne1tt day and the day followinp: and which w\.l l lonl!' iJltpress itslef 
upon ft\V mlnd, and that we were 1.n thei vel'y .1d.d:!!t or :i gr-eat dat1p,:er and seeme!d to be 
allllo�t entirely of it. I will relate.what hap�ene�. 

On Saturday about 5 p.m. I was riding ahead of' the train a mile or so, in 
search of grass and a cam.ping place at which we might remain over Sunday •. On looking 
up the road ahead of me I saw a horseman coming toward me in a ha.sty manner. 

This was a rare-thing to see any person coming eastward, and especially in 
ao hasty a manner. On his approaching me I discovered that lt was a man belonging to 
our wagon, and who had left us on the day previous to overtake a friend or his who he 
learned .was in a tratn two days a.head of us. The first th\ni1'; he said to me was, 0M:, 
'1od, · ,l<'hn. the Indians have 11a:!Csacred a tr1ttn and robbed them of all th"'Y had, and they 
.1re CHt.ly a. short d tstanoe from us.'' 

I at once became conscious of our extreme danger and turned back to infonit 
the train and bring up the wagons which were lagging behind and I expected an �ttack 
to be made any moment. Learning that two ox trains were ahead of us and goin� to camp 
at or near the battletf•ld we pushed on to overtake them. 

. In an hour•s driving we Callle to the place where the horrible scene took place, 
but found the ±ndiane had run off the stock. taki.ng the provisions. clothing. etc. , · 
ot the train, but left the wagon�. which the ox trains ihead of us had taken and gone 
on. 1n pursµi t of p:r-au. I found quite A quantity of. blood, and fragments of such 
tlings &s i111111ijl;rants usually carry with them, and it. was evi.dent that the Indians had 
done their hellish deeds in a hasty manner and left. 

The place.selected by them tor the attack was the best on the road and not 
tar distant from the road which turns down to Salt Lake, which I learned is 17.5 miles 
south of us •. Here we pushed on endeavoring to overtake them, but only got a short 
distance on account of the darkness, and were obliged to camp on the very ground where 
the Indians had, a few hours previous, made a ring with their pAnedmonium like shouts, 
and r�d wlth the blood of innocent men and women. We at once put out a strong oicket 
p:u111.rd on t.he surroundi.ni hills. p;ot A ha�ty 1'Upper in. th4' dark, staked out mules i.n 
the �•K� brueh and hoped the ni�bt would be a short one. Noth1n,. happnning, we 
pu,hed on at daybareak for the ox.tea.ms and grae�, which we found in a camp five mile� 
distant, and here we caaped during the day. 

I �ere found three men killed and several wounded, one woman mDrtallJ 
v1ounded, and the wagons whieh the Indians had left. Two·of the men killed were from 
iowa City. A. J. Winter and an Italian whose name I did not learn. The other man was 
from New.York City, Bulwinkle was his name and it is said had some $6000 which was taken 
from him. All �ere buried here but the affair dld not end here.· 

:Joli!• thirty men fran thtt two 1>x tr:dn:1 and th,:i b1a\ns at.tacker! the !'lrov1ou� 
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run, started out in purituit or the Indian� and their stock. After traveling some seven 
ml.J.e$ in the direction i.n wh'\.ol\ the Indtans went they camE' �uddErml.y upon them and -, 
flght immediately commenced. At the first .fire three fourths of th� white men ran 
and thf'I red aen pursued, and after a runninr;c fight of some three m1les the Indians 
�••s�d their pursuit. 

In this fli!'.ht three of th� white:.4 wei--e kiJ.led and f1ve si,v�rely wc.,underi. 
one I think mortally. After we learned the rAte of the l:u;t psrt;v tha v.r�a t.est. 
excitement prevailed ln camp i:tnd a small party went to. t.he1.r 88�1at.anr-e to revQver the 
dead and wound�d one of which was not found and one had been scalped, the first 
scalped man I !!'\Ver saw. Late in the evening both parties returned and two m·ore o,:

trains came into camp, making now some two hundred wagons and 4oO men and ')00 women 
and children. 

This 111orninv. we all started to51;ether after buryh1v. t.he dead anri. cr:imfl 
thirteen miles to Raft rtver where we :l.lJ encRmpitd ror th,. ri:...v ;1nd wharr, 1 nm wr1tin6?; 
this. 

H�re the road forks, one for Ore�on Rnd Washln,ton. �nd th� other for 
C&lifornia. 

Truly your friend, 

John C. Hilman. 

-r-.S. The Indians T have alluded to were Snakes, and it is tho1lght WE'!-re in large force. 

List of killed t A. J. Winter, fow1t Ci t7,1; M �semo LA pf, St. Paul, M"tnn; Charles Bulwinkle, 
New York City: George Shepertl, lolfa CH.y: Gftor�e w. Ada.ms, Iowa Cit.v; Italian (nam� . 
unknftll) 

Missing and supposed to be killed: WilltRm Motes, Thomas Newman. 

Wounded: Ga.ptain Kennedy, Miss Elisabeth Adams, Thomas Bradford, James Crawford, 
T. I. Adams, John Walker. I. I. Cassady. E. O. Sullivan. John Miller, ,John Patterson,
Ephram Taylor.

August l? Miss Adams the l.11.dy who wa.s wounded in the fight with the Indians 
died 'last niv.ht .qnd was buried thb mornlnr. We keep the old OreP,on road. Some of the 
trains t�ke the California road this morning. D�ove eighteen mtles camped on a creek. 

·August 11 Captain.Kenndey not able to travel today. So we lay in �amp.
Our cattle has becoMe peaceful and healt�y. 

.

.
.

August 14 Drove seventeen miles roads good camped on a small creek. 

August 15 Drove twenty miles camped on a small creek •. 

#ugust 16 Drove ten miles camped at noon to wait fora horse train th�t h�� 
,een traveling with us since the Indian flght until noon yesterday. They stopned on 
account of sickness. 

August 17 Laid in aamp today. Had preaching a� eleven o•clock by Father Paul 
The horse train has not come up yet. 

August 18 Still lying in camp. The horse train rolled into camp this evenin� 
·-·' ···- nla.��ed that we had waited for thP.rn.. Their sick lady is a little better. Had

- .; .... 4 
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August 19 CA.l'llped on the same creek. 

Aup,n,t. �(O The stock was herded on a br-�nch of a. creek in 11 df!Cn C8.T\'ftin 
·fa.st ni��ht •. There bei.n� a great man.v willows .Nl the cre�·k one of thE'! �!Ullt"i!';i beJm1�i-:-:f
to .:i l1-1n10 t.ra\n was shot ln the a.rm by an Indian with an arrow. He w:1s conceR1Hii in
the wl.l lCl1,m. rhP. mMt �urrounded hilll and kept him until dayli�ht then they- routed him.
He m.adP. �ood use of hi.'s legs wh:i.le- the bullets whizzed after him. We ran him near t.w,:,
mi.las when he was shot down. l beinr,?; shorter of breath th:rn ::;ome oth1>r.r. r fP-ll hehlrd
�houi hnl f ::l. rn\ le. 1 did' not go on to �t"o hlm but one of t,Jv1 b<>Y·S Fa'''" r,,,� � p\��.-1 ,,:·
h\s !Jc;d.p. ·r11t: �un 1,m!1 UOIJ pe.rbpp,i nA�-r on(:) hour hi,h and :is wrt wer�: ,,n ,,,lr wnv ·,: . ... .,
t.o t•amp trn d ii.,�1.nff'lr0d ..i.h.at we t.t,ok t.o ht, n hAA\!V dn�t. 'ri:-; i rw ,,ast. or 11!1 wr.1 ch ',1,_.
c:oncl uit'?d t.1) be a band oflnd\.an+ho w�t·o eornt.n�· to the r�•:1,:1�e of th•?' i r •infort.ur,:1 l."•
comrarte wl\lch had t'nl.len in our hand5 anct W'hom was slain. You O!lP:hl to hi-ivl· ';N,r, u-,
go. .I t.h ink we went t>aok to camp in less timf? thAn we w,rnt ont. howl?ver. a•;; w• ne:i red
the t!amo we got brava and slowed down to a brisk walk. A little 1�1..�r we1 ·Hs1:uvered
that it was on.l.v a fog or mi.st rising from the water pouri nr over a f3l h, <.in Sn:ikf.\
River·. W!J hitched up and drove eighteen miles and can!'ped on Sna.ke �i\'er.

Au�u�t 21 Frlcmdly Indi:rns camP to Mmp th i � murn1.n,:r with f'i.s!1 to tr.,v:l�i 
.1]s0 :;om,� cRmf' ::tt nn,m. They tell us t.n:ir. we are c,11t of th� Hnalrn tribe. �-Je -ii-} n:1t
f\.1d :i,,\• rnrnu u11t1 l uoou. w� drovr.• l'i ftflen ml.le:� l"!nmpe1l on t-.he ri ve.r, �rrrns ·.,.·� 
v�r,· ,-,o,,d. Wt, :tr<"! m.u1.r Salmon �':.tl"ln. 

August;�;� Startnd At nlP.ven o'clock drove eir.ht.,•eri mHe� bE•f•)!'"' r\1;,!inv 
water. This took us unti.l ni.m� p.m. and thon found no ,:rui-:s. Cattl<· '''ff�' tl.r�d :n1•1 

ome oft.hem.gave out. 

mornine::. 
August 23 Found some grass th is morninfr. We wi.11 stav lrnre uuti 1 M<.•n•i;,.•r 

A\4�ust. 2.4 !fa.d preach\ng at threA o•r.l•iek by r�::lr,t:,ii.n of the ho�·��f' t.r:; 1 n 
whtl \ •. i' \I'll' tnr. IIP.'lt· n !- • 

(A week ot' the diary is mlssing) 

Note 
It was at ·this place tha.t we met the U.S. trooo� cominir out t,, ,rnsist 
the emigrants to a settlement as was cust.nmar." ea.ch se,u:wn. 

September ?. we made a brush draP, torl".v and �4u;,ht some fi.n� fish. 

We caught cnonv.h na]mon at. t.wo or three dl:":l(Js t.o s11p1., 1.•, t.h 1� trkin. 
never saw finer fish. I th \.nk some of t.herrt wo11]d h:nr: \fei�hed fort.:: 
pounds. The writer of th1s note will never forget the tim� ard U1f., '.lay 
we caught the ftsh. In the forenoon another t11an and I took tht· -!att.le 
of the train out to a feadin� pl.ace; while frllBrdinf t.he cattl<., rn·r 1rnn 
was acoidently discharged and nin� buck shot oassed so near my head 
that I fell to the ground. In the afterlloon while dragging for fish
I was helping to hold a drag do-wn. l found the water was g�tting. 
too deep for me as I could not sw1m. I turned �o go back but there 
was a swift under current that took me down in deep water. I sank and 
rose the fourth time before I was taken out. 

September 3 There was another train came in last night. They tell us that 
there is a large e�igration coming behind us. Drove fifteen miles and camped on the 

· - - � �.... �-��+.- thst WP. i,t111ld scarcely i:,ee the teams part o.f the time. 



Grass not, very �ood. Plent.v of sap:e brush hPr�. 

Sopteml>Ar 1
) Drova -sixteen nrUes rrra:-;:� :,hort. 1.Jent t.wo mi.le:=. r·,)r w.�t.r�r after 

ntp:ht \.t ba'lnti: dark when we stonped. 

September h S:\x mtlA.� hrour.ht. us to t.he river :ind �even mi Jt"?s t.n·fa:, .• ,,,.,., 
itrass hare. 

Snpt.(1mber 'I DroV'� twelve m ile5 t:amr,mi •Jn .�tna.ke River. •.ir«ss fa.\rtv ;-,1.-,,. 
We par.ised two hot spri�s today. They werP.: abont. :cl half :.. milP. ;ipnrt.. The.v wt>�·" s1; 
hot that I could hardly hold llzy" hand .in the wat�r.. The tralng that w�re wUh ·�·� �(Jda.v 
laid by. 

September 8 Drove twehre mlles campod on the river -1 t, the mo11 t.h of ·i creel,:. 
Fairlv good grass roads very sandy and heavy. 

�eptember 9 Drove sixteen mile$ very sandy roa.d n. Camperl r,i 1 ( "Tf'P.P ft l '/fl r. 
Oood �:r�ss here. 

tlnptember 10 Havi.np: fi. fteen m il 0�1 to ,.I ri. ve with out p;r:ts� or wa t.Hr an 1 c:ur­
st.ock boi.nF: verv weak w-e thought. best not t.o nrive in the heat. of the d::tv. :,--Jr- •i 1 t r::h11ri 
up :it fiv-o p.m. and drove unt1.l twelve o•clock. We then made :1. dr:v <!amp th,1.t. i3 wi\h­
out water of feed. 

September 11 Started at sunr1 St> reach.in1,; Malhuer !Uver :.Jt t-.en ,,, c111,·', :1. "'· 

fe will stay here until tomorrow morrting. 

September 12 .Drove tw-enty m\.les ca:mped on Blrch Greek. J.t. 1,1a.•1 aft<,r .. :1 r·: 
wn,n w camped and our ov8r<�oats rl1.d not. �ome ami�s. 

September ·J -�. Drove el�ht m\ tos c:i.mpP.d on Burnt Riv�·r nt noon. Capt.:•, r.
Kennedy ros\.gned th h, mornini; and the companv ls well plea.sed, because he rl \d. Hi, ;uvl 
his man that he furnished with teams camped b:v themselves th i.s eveninP.". ·:!f:· 1m,krr. tand 
that we have bMn in Oregon for forty five mlles but wa are sixty f'\ ve mLle� from 
settlement yet. The first s•ttlem.ent -ts on Powder River. The:v. nre r-:olJ miners. 

September 14 Drove ten mtles up Burnt River. There i..s some birch and 
cotton wood on this stream. '.I'he first we have seen exceoting some wU.lows sin�e ,m 
left the Be.tr Mount.a in�. Our principal f11el was saRe brush :rnd wi.11•:,ws;. 

September l'i Drove twelve m:Ues campE>d ritill on the �am� stre::i!'f'I. Th�r<1 w�re 
high mountains on both sides of us. We have now twenty one W'Qgons in our com�i�n.7. :.;e 
have �lected Mr. Hall our captain. 

September 1? Drove fourteen mlles camped at a spring but no water for our stoe 

•• September 18 Five miles brought 1l.s to where the roads part one leadinr; to
Fort Walla Walla the other to Powder River gold minee at Auburn Oregon. I with a nu .. 'llber 
of others took the latter road. Camped on Powder River ten miles from Auburn. 

Note 

After the last date mentioned there was no diary kept while on the road 
to Walla Walla. We had nice weather, good grass and water. We passed 
through J.& Grande, Oregon, which had only a few houses. I paid 10¢ a 
pound for potatoes here. We had no accident or trouble from Powder River 
to Walla Walla which took us nine days to travel. On the 27 day of 
SeptembeP-. struck our last camp si.x miles southeast of Walla Walla on 




