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AMOS STECK DIARY

__DIARY OF 1849,

Sunday, 27th May, 1849, -
Arrived this day within 3 or 5 miles above the point where th® St. Joe

and Independence roads meet the 0ld Fort Kearmey road on the River Platte, 300 miles
out from Indepsndence = opposite Graml Island, without wood, and within 5 miles of
the new Fort K'earney. I think there 1s in sight men from our Camp. Some 150 wagons
in Canp -~ with cattle ranging on the plains in every direction. Some 75 wagons have
passed us. Some pack mules, James Fos;:er_ about one ar 2 days train ahead. Some
anxiety about us getting grass enouwghs Laid by the balance of the day amd overhauled
our loading smd find some of the hard bread musty — re-paclsed it. I wrote to L. A.

Coler and deposited the letter at the Fort next day.

Monday, 28th May. -
Travelled about 16 miles., Weather cool and pleasant. Passed a great

number of teams overhauling their loads. Some repacking, and otlers tumed out early
in the afternoon. Grass at our Camp not very good. Obliged to cross the Platte on
to island for fuel. Somd talk of tle buffalo— Men separat ing and dividing their
provisions and outfit ~ perhaps thay may do so tomorrow. Cause of separation -
disagreemen ts among themselves as to getting along - some wishing to go faster than
we are travelling and others satisfied with our pace. Not very good fesling amongst
ourselves all daye. I bhad no hand in it, however, which is a litth to be wondered
at, being considerably more petulant than formerly. Walked all dgy,driving cattle

at times, and footing it solus (?) the remainder. Road ratier bad near the Fort,

excollent for 12 miles beyond it, Canps in sight --=- - - = = = - - - (2)e
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Twesday, May 29,

Started late and drove (?) about 10 miles,I think. Lost the leader of one
team -~ Waldron found him with a train about 4 miles in advancse Left tl® Buffalo
portion of our Company as anticipated to divide their outfit, amd they have not yet
reachad us as yote I write this at twiligh_t standing guard over cattle till 9 o'clock

at night, end am obliged ' to shut up my book ard continue my dlary next day. Had to
wade over a creek to herd the cattle. I Isve not seen any description of tls country
through which we have yassed by travellers, sad I lmve only to say of it, that a more
God-Forsaken country I have never seen, and don't believe tlere is such anoti®r on
the face of the earthe T8 bottons on the south side of the Platte are about one mile
in width, but covered with a thin grass which is scarcely sufficient fa a1y cattle.
Beyond the bottoms the Bluffs begin ani t he plains beyond are frequently o vered with
fine patches of grass, ad in the ravines timber of a small growth may of ten be found.
Today soms of owr men went out on the highlands and saw som® 18 ar 20 buffalos, but
were unsuccessful in getting one, doubtf:. ., I think, rather a hoax. There is not a
weed or bush to be seen except on islands in the Platte. The whole distance fram old
Fort Kearnoy is about one descript ion. Nothing new. Along the Platte in the bottoms
water can be got anywhere by digeing about 2 ar 3 feet deep in tie sand. Tonight it
rains horribly and I fear we will not be able to travel tomorrow at all. Soms of
tl® oxen have sore necks anil fears are entertained that more of them will be sick.
Careful driving will, however, cure all deficiencies. During tle night the rain fell

in torrents until nearly morning, but our spacions tent protected us from its merciless

pelting.

Wednesday, 30th Mays
Laid by all day. Some of our party went out in search of game and returned

with a fine young antelope, one guarter of which fell to our mess. Today I am trouvled
with diarrhea, but expebt to recover in a shart time. Two teams and 7 men of the

Buffalo party left behind, came up and jJoined our pot (?) at owr Campe. Cold, damp,
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weather and not much wood.

Thuraday, 3lst of May -

Started at near 7 o'clock. The weather cold as yesterday, amd ths chill
winds blowing a March gale. Occasionally a Scotch mist hangs over us, and again a
gort of Irish drizzle perplexes us. Sometimes we lmve a pesp at the sun and its
cheerful rays are gquite welcane, Stopped for a lunch and to bath our cattle at 12
o'clock, laving travelled about 10 miles., Wagons and men always in sight, th® roads
look 1like an - = « -~ ? Convention. The rain fell in torrents during the hours we
wore bathing our cattle. Gusts of wind with rain meeting our faces during the whole
afternoon. Camped about 16 miles from tle starting point this morning in the Bank

of the Platte = ? = « = = - - « = with us.

June lst, Friday.
T sun rose brilliantly ~ as bright an Austerlitz sun - and t1® air was

balmy and mild, relieving us by a gentle breeze all day. Traveled 17 miles, passing
many teams. The Rushville, Ill. Co. camping about £ mile behind us. Hopiins' party
having one team left ws and 18 nov ahvwad. Cause suspected to be the Juncture of tis
Buffalo party on 30th - - -(?).No wood when we encamp. We have now but 8 teams in our

train, abundantly sufficient far all purposes.

June 2nd., Saturday.

Travelled 16 miles today. Weather cool anml pleasant, sun shining, grass
good at noon, aad very fine in the evening. Left Capt. Day and his immediate rarty
amd our two Buffalo teams and tumed out this side of their camp. Objection not to
the Captaln but to the fast driving - apprebmsion that Day who lmd some 5 or 6 herdes
will push their oxen until they give out and tlen pack their horses. Our whole

we muat elsewhare
dependence rests upon our trains, and if they give out 4¢n - - - winter - - - - - -
tan in California. Hmdreds of teams continually in sight. Struck waht I suppose
is tle South fork of the Platte about noon and found wood in great abundance on the

South Bank - for fuel. The face of t1» country = = = « = = « = =< ? as blsak and
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degolate a region as the eyes ever rested upon. It 1s my opinion that this country

never will be settled in our day and generation. Walwed the whole day and fel+more

fatigued than I -.

Sunday, 3rd June. -
Travelled 16 miles today and feel more fatigued than at any previous time

since we reached the Platte. Caused I presume by the heat and want of water.Road good
but grass very thin, timber now abundant, more than weo have yet seen. Great scarcity
of water except that of the Pla%e, and the mud holes near ths Bluffs abaat one mile
from the River., About 8 miles from our last's night Camp saw the first good spring,
end it was delight ful water indeed. Weary and dust-choken on the upen reed with a
"hot sun. Mr. Sun sending its noon-tide glow upon our heads - without water fit to be
drank since we left St. Josephe This spring was the oasis in the desert of our travel
and refreshed ms as much as any - - - - ? as over the 119th Psalm, thd weary Christian
on his pilgrimage to the Spiritual -« - - - - ?. Grass at ow Camp pretty good, waterx
abundant, but pooy, wood plenty. Have seen more or less oxen on t1® road since we

reacled the Platte. Game, and somd dead.

Monday, 4th June. -~
Travelled about 13 miles today. Sun shining, but wind high. Not very good

grass, thin,; water plenty. Fuel nond other than Buffalo chips which we find in the
mos t copious abundance, and for the first time since we started we burned them in our
stove. They make only tolerable good fuels The difficulty perhaps was that the seasor
for their use was not quite yet at hand. = Tl dry chips I ocortainly think will burn
woll - lad some difficulty in gettingour coffeewater to boil with them. After we

had camped, our eyes were greeted for the fAArst time with a sight of buffalo, which
ad Just crossed the sowth fork of the Platte and cam careening over the Bottoms,
evidently beirg claseds. Soon our men sprang to their horses and galloping over the
plains reached them in a short time. Every cemp in sight were sending forth tleir

hunters, and full of tl® excitement of tl® clase myself, I started without gun and
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ran for a full view of the picture.l Shot after shot was fired into them until one
lusty old bull, pierced with a half-dozen of bullets, staggered up tl® steep of a
neighboring bluff and faint at mwart and sick with pain, he fsll into the hands of
the grand - - - - ?, who forthwith stripping his hide from him, divided his carcass
amongst theme Not lmving permission to take any part of him, though I requested it,
I seized a ¥xmife that lucklly laid near by, and sliced a small piece from his rump

and mrried into Camp,.

Tussday, 5th June =

Travelled about 10 miles. Crossed the South Fork of the Platte. Fording
very good, but the pulling ratler hard. Immediately upon landing wo were met by
gom® dozen Indians of the Sioux nation, and they gathered about us begging tobacco
and bread. Soon th®se members increased so rapidly that we were obliged to curtail
our charity and finally to rei-‘use them altogetler. We discovered in abouwt 6 miles
travel up the Bottoms that we were in sight of their village - not a permanent but
travelling village - of about 300 tents made of canvass, and numbering I suppose
about 1000 souls. Camped about 3 miles beyond the village though within sight of it
from a neighboring bluff. We were greeted by the usual salutat_;i.on of How and expected
to give, give, until our stock of provisions would have gotten short. Men, women.
and children stood gaping at us as we paused. I observed they were clad more gentselly
than any Indians we lad yet seen, ard what astonished me was the vast number of
borses, mules and ponies which they bad pastwring arownd their yillage. Certainly
nunbered 800 if not more. They were very anxious t o trade, but seldom could agree upor
the terms of the bargalns. Thoy showad a shrewdness in a bargain equal to white men,
and in the swapping of ponies certainly couldn't frequently be cleated, except in
negotiating for whiskey, they get as mmch as their articles usuall;r are worthe No
other article than Whiskasr will purchase their ponies aand then not a good onme. Grass
at our Camp most excellent, but water poor. Stood guard from 9 to 12 tonight, and
@galn it was my misfortune to be visited with a most driving storm which but for my

0il cloth would have drenched me to the skine. Shortly after being released, the rain
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ceased. No Indians to be seen after nightfall except oms that came in at the

roquest of one of our party who had been over at their village, and then b particularly
requested that when e returned, passing other Camps, Mr. Spenssr should tell-

different parties that he was & good Indian, his fear being that some me would hurt

him.

Wednesday, 6 June =
Laid by all day md men visited in savage neighbors in more ar less numbers

during the entire day. We md the honor of a visit from their Chise £, a little
wrinkled pld man named (as his papers which he exhibited sh'oweﬂd ) Bulls Tail -~ he
was dressed in a long green cloth overcoat, the fashion of which was somewbat -
antiquated. Upon hls shoulders he sported a palr of rusty old Infantry epaulettes,
his pants were sheep's grey, his shoes mw fine calfskin, }» mmd a good satin vest,
the usual smock wnder §t reaching__ the xmeos, He wore a wolfskin cap mounted with a
long red plume, from the center of the cap swung a red belt some 18 inches long, at
the end of which dangled a smmll bell, On his fingers he had some few gold rings,
rather an expensive arnament for an Indlan. Our Captiin gave him a drink of whiskey,
and shor tly a fterwards his soms rode up anml the old man askwd far whisk®ey for them,
and drinking of it himself. He became guite merry md loquacicus and loitering about
us for en hour or more and bidding us goodby many times, he at last staggered off,
singing as 1 went and saluting everybody with the usual, "How", professing every
mark of friendship. I wrote a certificate for him of which he had previously gt a
great many, mdcing Jmown to all men that we had passed their village yesterday and
that with the exception of begging far whiskey they were very little trouble to
anybody, which was signed by our Captain, W. Day. I observed that these Indians
all mount their horses from th® right side and are quite exyrt horsemen.

More cases of cholera oocurring, as we heard frequemtly. In fact, almost every day
we hear cwes reported in the trainms, At the orossing about 8 miles back some
deaths expected today. Think likely (%) 1f we will be pestered with it the whole

way to Cal iformia.
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Travelled about 15 milss today, weather pleasant, Wind blowing as usual.

Boad rather bad, and somewla t hilly. Nothing important occurred the whole day. Walked
about 2 miles fa wood anl water, anl had to use dry cedar crumbs (?) and Plafte

water -~ a most mi serable dirt water indeed, as yellow as tl® Missowi. Stood guard
from 11 to 3 - having been cheated out of an hour by a member of tk® Buffalo Co, and

a Mr. Dodge, whom for this mark of meanness I smll endeaver to treat more Wndly = - =?

Friday, June 8th, -
Travelled 15 miles, weather good, wind as usual_blowing pretty strong. Road

rathor bad and heavy - rained during the night ateady until the second watch. Struck
and camped at what we supposed was Ash Camp. Wood plenty, water for t s cattle, grass
not good. I had almost forgotten to mention here that about daylight this morning
our watch saw several Bufilo coming up a raise from the Platte to our Camp. Soon every
men sprangfrom his couch md clutcled his gun, and made every effort to reach a point
from which a shot would be effective. A Mr. Sharrar, belonging to our Captain's mess,
having jumped upon a race mare belonging to Mr. Day, and swiftly following in the
cmse, passed all the rest of the mnters and guickly dismounting discharged his gun
upon him, which taking effect in his hip so as to orippled his gat, ha threw up his
head and in a moment spurted the blood from his nostrils and hurried on after his
fellows, .Reloading in hot haste, the same lucky sportsman again with a well-directed
aim gave him his mortal wound. Soon the clasemsn were al]l gathered around and forth-
with the process of skinning and dissscting him began. Mare lucky than previously in
a previous occasion, I got all and more than I wished from the lump, and celebrated
AmonNg = = = = = ?, a1d had I time here I would ment ion what I though peculiar and

different from what otlers have mentioned.

Satwrday, June 9 -
Travelled 16 miles, weathar fine and cool. Roal very heavy ani sandy.
Reached the celsbrated Ash Hollow in the aft ernoon; 1t was nothing else than a bower

very camnon in Pemn. and in which are to be found a few ash trees and btushes scattered
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along t® valley. Its breadth is not greater than 26 rods at any time. This passes
Immedia tely down its canter, and what I imagine gives celebrity to it is a most
excellent spring about midway down, anl it is really refreshing to drink of its pearly
waters. It is point-marked on maps and ln books pretending to give - = - = ? of this
route as a very proper place to campe This, however, is no%t the fact. Ths item of
.grass is wanting. There was certainly not more than half grass enough Hr owr small
train. At the mouth of tho ravine as we agaln struck the bottoms that always skims

the Platte, tms far, we met 6 lodges of Indisns and half-breeds, and the half-breeds
told some of our party that we were distant fram that point to Fort Laramie one - ? -7-
milas, too good news I fear, to be true., Passed talay a man with the cholera, and they
wore already mpreparing to bury him. We hear evary day of cases behind and before us,
and it does appear that it will follow us th® = - = - - ?. Rained again fram 9 to 12
tonight. It appears that heretofore with but one exception or two the rain occurrs

at night, right glad are we tlat it is so as we should not be able to travel during

rains as the yokes gall th® .oxen's necks in rainy weathsr. Not on guard tonight.

Ssunday, 10th June.m
Travelled 15 milss. Nothing particular occurred today, w rthy of notice.

Have no time to record what I should be glad otherwise to notice. Imieed at no time

have I opportunity sufficient to put down what I observe on the way. Tonight from

9 to 12 stood guard, and had the pleasure to be again visited with a tremendous rain

storm which came from every yart of the campass. At midnight 1t stopped. Grass good,

water, nome other than the Platte. Heard of cases of cholera, am not quite well

myself, Disturbance in the abdominal region,

Monday, 1l June =
Travelled 15 miles today. Saml the whole way from Ash hollow. Fear

entertained about the cattle becoming foot-sore. None of curs yet sore. The necks

of a few of our cattle a little sore. Ko wood but what we hauled along, and thet

dry cedar. Grass good. Water from a well, not very well. Passed two fresh graves
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today. One person died of cholera, as the rude board at the head showed. The other
from pulmonany cocnsumpti on. Mosquitoes most horribly pesterous. Tha cattle becoming

almost crazy and hard to guard. Rained again nearly all night.

Tuesday, 1l2th June =

Travelled 15 miles. Weather cool and rather wnpleasantly so. Stimpson and
Clines had a quarrel, the merits of which as a whols was on tl® gide of Clines, but
the maaner of which was decidedly favorable to Stimpson. A more foul-mouthed man

and ill-bred scullion we could hardly find than our man Clines - to be faniliar with

him he salutes hia best friend in the choicest terms of a most perfectly finished
Blackguard, and had he been wet-nursed by a fislwoman and brought up in a brothel

he would be none the less offensive than he is. His mouth is full ofevery expression
of coarse vulgarity, at meal times be struggles far every effort to insult his
neighbors and masamateépostrns. being ambitious to offer it in a louwd and indecent
manner, "Manners make the man", said the great master of the humem heart, and if this
- - = = ? motto be true ’021; messnate Clines having somewhat the form of a man must
approximate to a less sagacious race, yclept the babbon, anl indeed the face and head
of the brute does not in a very material degree differ from that interesting animal,
I lnd a quarrel with him myself, a forinight ago, and all familiarity between us,
(Thank God) having ceased, which I always avoided when possible, I am not as formerly
saluted with the loud-mouthsd, loathesame expressions that would disgust the drunken
bravado of a ringman of the co¢kpit. An ass and blaclguard as I always knew he was,
I was not quite prepared to find him as I now comnsider him, tl® meanest and most
detestable of auy man? I lmow, not heving the smallsst claim to the shadow of a
virtue. We camp tonight immediately opposite what is called Church Rock, or Cowrt
House Rock, a large mass of stome, capped by a stme of the likeness of a cupula.
Borrowing a glass of my friend,the Captain, I surveyed as well as possible, and it
was too distant for me to see it. Tomorrow I shall look at it again. The distance
to it is not more than 1% miles, and the country open , as it is everywhere. Not a

bush
weed or bark or tree to be seen. This rock rises from the surface of the plain with
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no other rocks nsar or arownd it, save one that stands up like a huge watchman's (?)
lockup about 50 yards east of it. I think it is not more than 200 feet high, though
described as 250 feet in height. Not being near enough to it I can say nothing more
about it. 1t rains by bucket fulls as I write this in owr tent, which we barely got
streftched and fastened in time to take shelter in it. Grass poor, no wood, and water

I presuwme from the® Platte. Night cool and cloudy, but no rain, Stood guard and was

very cold.

Wednesday, 13th Jwne. -

Travelled 16 miles, road beavy anmi sandy t1® whole way. weatder very cool,
wind blowing as ususl. Passed today the Chimney Rock which we saw yesterday abomt
20 miles off. My limits here forbid a description of it « I think it 4s all of

slough
250 feet high. Grass very good but no water except fromag = = ~ - = - - ? from tie

Chimmey Rock Bluffs.

Thr sday, 14 June -
Travellsd 20 miles today. Rumd very bad and miry for a few miles but good as

we rise the Bluffs (Scotts). Grass at noon not very good and no water but the Platte.
Bverything is plainly perceptible in a journey of this kinde The tempers of men
without any exception become petulent and I am sorry to say, my own, amongst others,
has been very much so. NoO man who has not been used to Prairies will believe unless
he actually travells over the ground .. The distances between t1® two prominent points
on the road - - - - « ~ ~distant about 18 miles from Scotts Bluffs, -This morning, and
now¥ having travelled about 8 or 10 miles and 4 or 5 hours, wo certainly are not more
tan half way, anl the unaccustamsd eye of the traveller would not measwe the
distance as mare than 4 or 5 miles, so very deceptive is the nature of an outstretche:
level plain to the eye. Road very fine in ascending the plains to Scotts Bluffs. No
'wood but what wo bring with us, and no water except from a slough, which is not
sufficient for ourselves and our cattle. 10 or 12 camps in sight and vast numbers o:
cattle grazing on the plain. Grass good, it has rained very hard this moment, and o

ocattle will have abundance of water. Raimed not more than 20 minutes. Scotts Bluf{f
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rise from the level of the plain about 200 feet and present to the eye a perpemndicular
front of solid rock resembling an immense fart and here and there will be seen what
8till more resembles a military fortification, rocks rising higler than the main bluffs
similar in shape to the usual block houses, magazines and other buildings seen within
the walls of a fort. Weathsr today very hot, without a breeze to freshen us. 1 for—-
got to mention at the 2 inst. that we were tormsnted with tis noted Platte fly -

a little gnat that storms us in every part of the psrson exposed to their torturing

bills ~ noresince that time.

Friday, 15th June.
Laid by all day and cut off the circling (?) ples of our magazine boxes.

Saturday, 16th June.

Travelled 18 mlles today. Passed the Sulpher Springs near t» top of the
Bluffs (Scotts).Mear it lives a trader who had :;lthe implements of a’ blacksmith
and goods and groceries to sell to the Sioux - whiskey he s0ld for $8.00 a gallon, and
oter goods in proportion. Find our wagms now much lighter than formerly. Saw
Laramiel Peak from the top of the Bluffs this morning and it showed that the Rocky
Mountains can be distinotly seen in a clear day. Weather mild but not very clear
today. Very warm and no air stirring, whatever; a breeze spring up about 2 o'clock
and blew away the dust that enveloped us as a cloud. Crossed Harse Creek in the
evening,, and encamped one mile from it. Grass and water abumdant, but no fuel., Again
wo were pestered with the little gnat that I understand i1s peculiar to the Platte.
No larger than a pin-head, they do as much execution upon a man's person as the

mosquitoes which but for the breeze that is now blowing would almost eat us up tonight.

Moequl toes mogt - - - - - e

Sunday, 17th Juna -
Travelled 15 miles today. Road heavy and sandy in the forenoon, and very

fine in the afternoon. Weather hot without any air stirring until 3 o'clock. One

yoke of our oxen foot-sore. Turmed tlem out all day, had one shoed this evening,

One wheel slightly loosened. Camped where there 1s a most excellent spring of water,
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good wood, and grass fine.

Monday, 18 June.
Travellaed 4 miles today, and laid by the balance of tk® day on account of the

sickness of A. Benson, one of our party, who we are glad to say is much improved. We wi
be able to start tomorrow. Owr Buffalo friends went by and we have hopes nsver agafn

to see them. Grass here good, and wood ad water from tle Platte.

Thuwrsday, 19th Juns.
Travelled 16 miles. Forded tle Laramie River, a vdry swift stream, but not

80 cloudy ani dirty as the Platte. Above the confluence of the Laramig River with

the Platte about cne mile is situated Fart Laramie, a modelly constructed Trading Pest,
where wo observed a Military train in Camp, who were about ‘t_o establish a regular
military Fort. We endeavered to purchase soms ox shoes and was asked $10 (?) for two
foot and nails, not for - - - at that, though thsre was a blacksmith there and a
copious abundance of iron, such imposition we would not stand, Camped.l mile beyond

t® Forts Grass not very good, but water and wood plenty.

Wednesday, 20 June -
Travelled 16 miles today. While on guard this moming ad driving up our

cattle to be yoxed, and started, who should I meet on the same duty, attached to
another train, but my old friend, Samuel Jermings of Greensbay, who started from St.
Joe, Michigan, whers he had been recently an editor of a papsr. How we talked over
schooléboy days and the people of our villsge. I hope t0 see him agaln. Began to
approach the Black Hills - dreary and barreng in appearance from the dis tance. Passed
a fine spring 13 miles out on the hills, fine timber in the hills in abuidance -pitch
pine. No water as yet to be seen, grass.at owr Camp good and woo& plenty nearbvy. Saw
two men from = = = - = « = - « ? nearby today, and with Mr. Irvin from Union Town

had quite an agreeable chat. Don't look upon a journey over the Black Hills with the

dread I used to, before I saw them., Passed the warm springs today, a water not at all

agreeable when consumed.
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Thursday, @lst June =

Travelled 16 miles today. Passed the Bitter Water (reek at noon, and
followed 1t for 3 or 4 miles. Don't feel well todaye. Canpsd where there was good
water and wood, but not grass enough. Passed some military who had arrested one young
man for stealing a horse and yoks of ozen, and was bringing him back to Fort Laramie;
in company they had another gentleman who when the military were arrest ing the thief,
levelled his pistel at an officer and threatemed to kill him. They made the arrest
more than 100 miles west of Fort Laramie,in the neighborhood of which the :2::2% was

commnitted. Road sandy ami sometimes as lmrd as a pilke. Weatler iIntensely hot and no

breeze whatever. Cattle lazy and I fear are failing.

Friday, 28nd June =~
Travelled 9 miles today, camped at Heber Spring, and - ~ - there creek the
spring is situated in the bank of the creek. Grass one mile down the creek very good.

Wood and water plenty. Here wse met the buffalo men, who divided, and 4 of them

packad tirough In horses, Road very bade.

Saturday, 23 June-

Travelled 20 miles today. Road very hilly but -the surface of the sand most
admirable, being a pike. A natural pilge canposed of small gravel well packed. Crossed
the La Bonte River - a moat miserable creek tob e digrified by the name of river, not
more than one rod wide. Canped about 2 miles from the La Bonte - no grass, wood, or
water. Our fuel-wild sage. We carried our water with us.

Sunday, *4th June -

Trave—-lled 18 miles. Traded oxen., Canped on La Prele River. Wood, water,

and grass goode This River,ie-a— as are all named by Frewnch traders, is no larger

[

then the La Bonte, a pitiful stream fa a river.

Monday, 25th June.=
Laid by all day, and at evening we were again joined by Captain Day and his

friend, Mr. Webster, ==-«?
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Tuesday, 26th Juns ~
Travelled 14 miles, road good though dusty. Ralned just as we were

descending th last declivity of the Black Hills into tle immsdiate wvalley of the
Platte. We lave observed in crossing these Hills that in all directions around us
there was every apwoearance of rain,-rain, tlmndsr, and lightning, - - - =?black clouds,
but not one drop fell upon ua or on road while crossing. Camped on the bank of the

Platte. River high, aand I fear we can not get over.

Wednesday, 27, 1849.

Laid by all day and made a raft upon which we crossed msarly ome-half of our
baggage today. Swam the cattle in th® aftermoon. The Platte here is very rapid. -
The labor of rafting was very tiresame indeed. We ware obliged to pull the raft up on

force
the side upon which we landed to such a point that the faee of the current would drive

the raft to t b® proper point on the ot her side.

Thursday, 28th June -
Continued the rafting and packed up and ready to start tommrrow morning.

e = = = =« «? in the evening on all hands,

Friday, 29 -
Travelled 15 miles today. Road very sandy and lard pulling. The most wood

since we left home. Weatbher warm and clear. Clouds of dust enveloped ua as we
marched along ani frequently the wagmms in our immediate advance were scarcely visible

Canped on the Bank of the Platte, wood plenty, grass very poore

Saturday 30th June -
Travelled 13 miles. Clouds of dust the whole way. Saw a great many oxen

lying dead by th® roadside, mving drank as we supposed of the alkali water vwhich
abounds in this region. Weather today very warm with but little air stirringe Campe
on the bank of the Platte about one mile above the upper Platte I'erry, on a spot

evidently used for the same purpose by many trains in our aivance. No wood nor gras:



15,
nor is there any to be got except on an Island opposite the camp, which the fears of
our good friend, Jim Stevens, prevents us occupying far grazing, there being, as he
supposed, from appearance, an alkali pond and som® cattle lying near are dead. Our
Captain does not as we thinlk look out sufficlently for good carping grounds, and is
controlled in his judgment of som8 of our men by a new recruit from Ber Town (?),

who assumes to understand, 1f he does not, the whols economy of this journey,.

Surday, lst July -
Travelled 6 miles, cross:’mg‘a very steep long hill, pulling through sand up

to the fetlocks. Cattle look as hollow as stovepipes. We being about to mount the
Bluffs and cross to the - - - = ? water, we decided to lay by the balance of the

day, and feed as much as we ¢an = the =«w== ===~=? informing us that 1t is 18 miles to
good water and grass. Weather cool and wind stirring. Ate this morning a steak of
antél'ope killed by the captain's friend, Webster, yesterday. We fear that we shall
have little grass at our camp today. So that after all we must put down our halting

to te credit of owr respsct for the sabbathe.

Monday, 2nd July =
Travelled 24 miles today, rcad excellent, withteexception of a few hills

wisre the pulling was hard. *hs surface of the road was even and composed sometimes
of sard hard baked and at other times of calcareous earth. The wind blew directly in
our faces the whole day, completely covering us and not withstanding the use of my
goggles, my eyes were cample tely filled with dust, and were painful. Along the way as
usual te only vegetation to be seen was wild sage - scattered in tufts - about half
covering the ground. Passed a saleratus lake and a mineral sprirg. Twenty-five

oxen were seen lying by the roadside, evidently having drank of the poisonous water,
whith which this countyy abowmds. When it is considered that so nﬁny wre found by
the roadside =~ perhaps dying in the yokes, what must be tiv number of them which disd
in thek pastures and camps,about which are usually off from the rcad. About 3 o'clock
M. our ges were greeted with the sight of a buffalo chase. Down a gorge in the hills

cams lumbering a large bull, followed in close pursuit by two harseman, and coming in
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a parallel range with our way. Tls teams were stopped and all eyes turmed to the
spctacle, Soon a scors of hunters were on the track of the frightemed brute, but
the faremos t horseman planted tte first bullet in him which caused him to turn rownd-
paw up the ground and wait for the battle- a second discharge was given him by another
and at the third tle brave old fellow trumbled over, a prey to t8 appetites of good-
livers, who gatherea around to cut away the hnmp.' We left the Platte this morning -
and shall not see it again, and had no grass at our Camp which we unfortunately have
not. I should rejoice that we had left the mﬁddy waters of the shallowest, dirtiest,
swiftest and meanest river in the world. Water here at camp tonight, but fears are
entertained that it is impregnated with poisonous matter. Our cattle have been
permitted to drink of it, however, and we are told it is healtlyy« No wood but wild
sage tonight, and a poor supper, of cowrse. We expect to drive about 12 miles

tavorrow, and are in hopes of getting some grass £sem- for our cattle, for they are

falling awaye.

Tuesday, Jrd. -
Travelled 9 miles, road good, though wind high and in our faces, Hilly and

hard-pulling, — - - - ? sand. Camped among the sage bush. Water plenty from the
creek described in the gulde book of the lormons as 300 yds. south of the road. (rass
good about 2 miles from Camp in a ravine. No other fuel but sage. Coffee and hard

bread, poor fare.

Wednesday, &th July -
Travelled 17 miles today. Road saniy end lard pulling the whole day. Passed

today the Independence Rock - a very large granite elevation, 200 ft. high and rising
aboub- abruptly from the swrounding valley of the Sweet Water River. This rock

is quite a curiosity, being about 600 yards longy and of a greyish-red color. Ths
base of this large rock is completely covered with the names of many men well-lknown to
the American and Europesw people, who tlrough a spirit of adventure had in former year:

passed by in search of curdivsitles 'in the ‘great American wlldermess,
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I looked for the cross which Col. Fraemont says he mad upon it in 1843, but I was
unable to find it. Ths name of Sir. Wm. Stewart was there with his guide, Wm.
Pablette, Stewart 1s an Englisiman well-known to the cauntry fa his book of travels
in South America and Asia. OCanped tonight on the Bank bf the Sweet Water, a stream
cool and pleasant, which we will follow with here and therea diversion unti 1 we

reach the Pass, which is distant about 100 miles = passed today 24 oxen dead, and
yosterday 18 *he grass slong tl®» Sweet Water is all eaten close by the teams in our
advance, However, 2 6r 3 miles from Camp where we camped grass is good, and there
our cattle lave been driven for that pwpose. Weather warm and dust flying in great

abundance. Although this is the 4th of July, one would think I should speak of the
patriotism which ought to animate every citizen of our great Republic, but whoever

has the delicious luxury of driving a slow ox team in a sandy r0ad, his eyes filled an
his tlroat chokwd with it, without any water amd no othsr refreshment than hard bread
for dinner, amd poor bread at that, will feel little patriotic ardor stimulat ing

him even in this great day. Tonight according to promise we supped with pleasure,
having as our 4th of July enter tainment, twhboxes of - - - - - - ? given us by our
amiable friend, Chas. W, Danisls of Watertown; in campliment to him we had him in
remembrance with other of our Wisconsin acquaintances. Watertowm is parfect
teetotalism. This mornig water froze & an inch thick at owr camp, so with this - - -
some ldea of the altitude of this region mgy be had, being as we think about 6000 ft.
above the level of the sea. Since we left Fort Laramie we ave had no dew, and not
one drop of rain save what is mentioned on the 26th instant., and we had also a dew
that and the succeeding night having campsd on the bank of the Platte, when we

ferried tl® river.

Vednesday, 5th -

Travelled 15 niles today, amd passed the Devils Gate, a range of t® Sweet
Water Mountains through whitth the River pours and dashes amidst boulders which have
fallen fram tl® mowmtains on either side. The fall of the water is nearly 50 ft.

in a very short distance. Th® mountain 1s granite ami rises from the river
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perpendicularly abou.t 400 feet. The pass does not extend 30 feet average measure.

It is quite a curiopsaity, not the least vestage of vegetation 1s found on the mowmtain
except hare and there is sage brush in the crevices of the rocks. Weather warm, road
sandy, but level. Camped on the bank of the river at tl® point wiere the road leaves
the river for7 miles according % the guide book of ths Mormons. No grass within 4
miles and our Captaln too negligent to hunt it or camp at proper points. I think that
office must be samewhat = - = - ? far as now adninistrated it is a lmmbug. Saw 17

oxén dead todays ™The distanse throtigh the mountain in the Devils Gate is about £ or

i mile, average width of tie gate about 30 ft.

Friday, 6th July. -

Travelled 18 miles today. Saw 13 dead oxen by the roadside. Weather warm,
but not oppressive. Road sandy and heavy pulling. Camped on tls bank of the Sweet
Water, in the vicinity of a lake to the left of the road. Grass poors there being
no dew in this dry climate, the grass which sprirngs up in the sarly part of the season
becamw s dry without bleaching, and I8 consequently goal hay. Such is our grass tonight
‘Good wood and water. I olambered up the steep of the moauntain at the foot of which
we lay encamped to gt us wood for fuel. The rocks of which the mountains are
compounded are destitute of vegetation except in thoe crevices of the rocks and in the

summi tse Not even a particle of moss could be found. So steep is the ascent that

we were compelled %o clamber on our lands and knees aml it was with great difficulty
that we got domm again. On the summit there is a large basin with timber and good
grass, and as I struck with the hatclat the limb of a dead fallen tree, a mowmtain
rabblt sprang forth, but quickly disappeared. My friends, Mr. Spence, and Palmer,
were more ventwresome than I and walked with firm tread and elastic step ox points of
tl® roocks which I should not for a second lave doms« From the summit we saw the first
spur of the main chain of the Rocky Mountains, ani it appeared in the dim distance
half cloud-capped, to be covered with snow. We sInll see it marer in time to ------ y

of it in our —=---7

Saturday, 7th July-

Pravelled 9 miles, and campsed on the bank of t b Sweet Water.. Weather oool
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roads sandy, but rather evan. (Grass ind ifferent. Wood from a neighboring mountain.

Wind high and in ow faces.

Sunday, 8th July -
Travelled 18 miles toiay. Rosd sandy ti1ll noon with the exception of a

short distance whon it passed down an alkali swamp adbout & miles. Wind high and

a3 bas been the case fa almost a week prst, directly in our fsces as we ascend the
mountains to the Pass. Wind cmtinued in the afternoon, and it was scarcely nossible
for the drivers to see the cattls on their owmn wagons on account of the dust and

sand. Camped on the bank of tls Sweet Water. Drove tis whole day without water. Ko

grass at canp.

“Morday, 9th July -
Travelled 6 miles, road tolerably good. Camppd on the Sweet Water, a mast

delight ful stream of cool and pleasant water. Grass excellent, wood plenty. Had a
dish of prairie squirrels ~ very good fare for this journey. Spncer sick and fears
entertained that he will not be able to travel tamorrow. More than 100 teams camped

within 3 miles up and dowm the stream. The grass no doubt inducing them to lay by ber

Tuesday, 10th July -

Travelled 17 miles today. Our physician thinks that Spsncer may make the
Jowrney today, or at best the effort to go on. Oxen shoed yesterday evening by lMr.
Webster, and we hope to get along sane better today. Except the immediate valley of
thle river which is finely covered wi th grass, no vegetation can be seen. All is ble¢
end desolate. Not a single tree can be seen mmd but a few scattered bushes along ti
bank of the swwean I am not much in love wlth this countyy. Wind high and in our
faces yssterday and this morning as usual. After having faced this wind ani sand bl
ing 1ilm hot shot all afternocoon until not an ox wagon could be seen, I an not much
afraid of an African Simoon, Camped in - - - - =~ ? Cresek, where I bathed. Almost :
the summit of the Rocky Mowntains. Snow about 8 ar 10 miles south of w8 on what we
think is the Wind River chain of mountains. Mountsin aftér mountain of smow. Fiel

of thousands of acres of snow. Our méen picksd up snow in ravines near the road whr
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it had blown and was 10 or more fest deep. Yet as one of them expressed, "It was wp
to his head and he was on his pony. Weatha' cool, grass good, & mile south of camp.
Fuel -~ plenty of willow, and the cool delightful water of the Willow Creek - - = ?

as th® crystal -----?. Slept on guard last night 2 miles fran camp wiere our cattle
were grazing. Cattle all there in the morning. Many other trains don't guard their
cattle at any time after they lie down in tl® evening until thegy rise about day-break.

Iy frequent watchings at night satisfiem me that no guard is necessary from 9 P.M. to

3 P,M.

Wednesday, 1llth July -
Travelled 18 milas today and road delightful, tut the high hsad wind blowing

‘dust and sand in owr faces makes it peculiarly and painfully distressing. My eyes,
ngver vary strong, suffer a most lacerating pain from this continuous snd abominable
wind. We are in the neighborhood of the Wini River Mowtains, asd this may accowmt
for ite This morning just as we were going to start, a very loud report in our
vicinity was heard, as if a canon was discharged, and shortly afterwards we observed
a man tearing off bhis clothems and jumping wp and down, and slouting at the top of his
lungs in the agony of distress. It appears he had 1left his Caup and party ani
thinking them in his advance hs was pushing on, carrying in his lanl wrapt in a
handkerchief, a few bunclss of matches, and 2 tin canister of powder. Dropping the
handkerchief by accident, the matches igni ted and in some way not accounted fr, the
explosion occurred. The face of tl®» poor man, his hanis, were most horribly burned,
and the pitious moaning of the unfortunate fellow was distressing to us all, Every
assistance which we could remier him was cheerfully given. Passed todm.through’ the
fanous Youth Pass of the Rocky Mountains., The point of culmination is avout 1 mile
east of tle point mentioned by Mr. Ware, which he represents as between twe low hillss
This pass ig about 20 miles in breadth, destitute of timber and grass ani no vegetatior
to be seen . Then th® usual sage brushs I hate tle sight of sags. It indicates
desolation and despir and death to cattle. To the right of tls pass, a mountain

half-covered with snow about 12 miles distant is distinctly to be seen, and no vagetat:
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upon it whatever. To the left som 8 or 10 miles a long low hill tharks the

confines of thna Pass. Except for a few low hills between the road andleft limits

of the Pass it is one unbroken level, and as usual destitute of vegetation excert
sage, 8age, sage. Camped abowt one mile from the famous Pacific Spring in the valley
through which it swiftly and delightfully mwrmurs. Drank of its waters, and the
taste, (perhaps it 1s fancy) is delicious and almost intomicating. This is the first
water that runs to the great Pacific Ocean. May all its waters be to me a5 much a
luxury as this. No grass at Camp, but good grass 2 miles out, and tlers our.cattle

are driven. Fuel, nothing but sage.

Thrsday, 12th July -
Laid by all day. Caught today some small fish in the little stream made

by the Pacific Spring. They were quite a rarity in our canp. The wind changed last
night and is blowing half a gale westward. I Yave heard it remarked that the winds
blow almost contimually down either side of the Pass, a1d I feel very glad this is the
case with us, if it be mot uniformly t® fact. Weather this morning as cold as
Novenber's frosty morning. Mr. Gilbert from Milwaukee joined us today, maving brought
wi th him provisions and cart ani one yoke of cattle. We lmve now hopes of getting our

wagons through, which will be of vast bems fit to us if we go to mining.

Friday, 13th July =

Travelled 23 miles today. Weather warm and swn very hot. Road pretty goode
Camped on the banks of the Little Sandy. Quite a respectable stream, not ons bit of
grass for onr cattle and we are obliged % keep the poor brutes till morning, and drive
them on a fewmiles until we can find feede Not one drop of wate since morning lad
owr cattle, there being no other stream or spring than th Dry Sandy about 9 miles from
our starting point on the little -« -~ - - ? oreeks The dry Sandy ig well-named, having
no other water except in times of freshsts, , than cs:1 be got by digging a hole in the
land and then great care must be taken that you select a point wiere ths sand is not
too strongly impregnated with alkali. We did not undertake to dig, and went on. We

have frequently made a long drive without water heretofore, amd I wderstand 24 miles
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