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. ,tbt-81ffl8 tlm.e, aud fiow tarm1,cu11 ttldd of the batbot, whtu,

. '8emtd to b@ ab<Jttt, rtltUt mtlcu1 i4d1t•, 'l'bl pre1111l Anc,hor,. 
·.·�age•• 011, 1 ·l)art bt tlls aid ta,rn, · . .
'. ! · Th& E,te ranlled f(jr ho1ntn� rnontb 1beld df UI, Wt tb,n· l1uppbsM we wore to nrnke Uu� clronlti tit the gldbf ,nd tbn•

lolie a whote day 1n otW llve•, '.re, eur tuupritut ind Jay 
we beard the ord@r prtssl!d ta " u1, o.nt,hc,r for Oapa Hora 
:and Home I'' 'l'h1f uncho1· ct\hU! UtJ with " i'liell, o«� •.11bo 
101t1>e 1\'e lost n q1utrtai' boat f11om Its dfivlts 11wmmp!KI b1!1• 1u1 
.In I\ gale. but 1ttade a qulck pas11ago to Rio, · On the bclmt 
!it1'8tcb we orosaed "the nua" with , spa:nklng tl\lr br&i�ie·,
tWe .nrrh+ed off the Obeea11enke capes and took ,rpllot dutlng
:bi nnetJ gale o.nd itniled up pn1:1t �·t. A!uhroo with dtuddlng�
•alls set on bot·h sides wbllo snlutlng with ttUr gun11. Wfl
4ttkl tne, the Wn&blngton ston.mca· oh tho wtiy 11ttd uur bu11,l
:had tdkeo Cai pt. Hollhis to her fo1· pa!sl\go td Waablngton to
·ri1>ort ottr 11rl'lv·o1, On our retttrn t-0 thl! ship we Wt1'15· bolng
.t(jwed 1tste1·1t'wliile the ship \Vf\s nrtng from botlt etde- undet
�\l sall, giving us a sight mrely seeh then, nttd nnw uov�r t(S
,be; i.ceen og,tln. 'l'hie was 011 ·October 2, 184:4. · We ·\\"eu,
'hhortly put nsbot·c nt Norfolk witli ou{bagll nud bAmtnoOkir,
,frdered to J'epm•t tbe next day. without tberi\ «>n baiH'li the ·
Pet1tU1S,htanla, of l jO guns, for dieohargt! or fu..tuugb and a
�beck on the Bank at Noi·folk·for cneh in eettlttment, I had
.,t1eeu euottgb of tbtt NavJ;, · Most of the mt!n went bottib by
·\Vaehlhgtou, bnt innny of us took passage Oil A· "Ol\dtst f()r·

.:Ne\\\ \"01·k at n very chettp 1·ate fc>l' the l�t. inoludlog l\()WU
Ali'C!t1dy,oiJt at t11ouey who- had fl·lendi1 there� With one of
�Y bo�,tmatee who helohged tn Woburn I lMlt lhti Nutwlob 
Ltne for Bogt.on. 11nd then the 11tnge fo1• towen. tll'Opping my 
boattn1Ue nt hie bottle �lid thug se,•,u•ed my OOiUUt<ttlon WiLb 
&he .Naval.Sotvice, 
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· . .-AOBOS.8 THI.I 00511NltNT, AND LJl'.B IN 'l'IIB JiJ:NB8·.' 
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: ·. �I1Hbe spring of.1849, wishing to ttgaln my health, which 
had been quite p�r during the pre,·lous autumn and winter, 
·aJid: also ha,iny, caught the · .. gold fe,·er"· then n,ging, I oon­
b1uded to go to Califoroiu. Se\·eral 1outee were proposed at
that time, but the grent<>r p111·t prefen·ed to bmye the storm11
-ot Cape llorn as least ·expr.nsh·�, nnd thinking I would ron.
:trlb.ute my mite of fletb 11nd Lone 10 sw"ll the list I ·went. to
, Boston to make ornmg, mrnts. I )l''m nC'd howe,·er that an
.old friend of the family, l\fr. Cakin S. Jl'ifteld, WIUI trying to
rnlse a company, intniding to l'l'OSS · u 'l'b� Plains." l had
'BlJ'eady been "uound '!'be Horn,'' and wieliing to ere some­
•tbing new I 1\'n& rejoie<'d to flnd a pntb open to gratify. my
·curiosity and desire for ntw odv('utm·es. I th�l'<'fw·e eet to
with a will-in helping to form n �ompnny. At 1th. Fllleld"e
su�geetion I �ent to Pelb1>m, N. H, to see Mr. ,Joe. Butter,.
fteJd Gage, with whom he bad bunted fons, ne a mt.o able
to help form a company of men ,rbowould be h1ndy workeJ"B

-:on reat·bing the mines. We rnieed thil'ty ir.rn, nine of "·hom
�·rre from Pelbom :-·Joe. Eutt. Onge, Ur. ·A. Brtl'helder,
:Robert Thom, .Davis Q.uge, Jnmee Butler, A1l1e1-t Pinney

., 

·George Cadton,: Ben}. Ellenwood, ncd- l\forrie. Jhom
Maine was.a Jumbeim1111 and ri\·er-d1·h·er nnmed Hodgdoll'.
.From Vermont .weJ'e Dr. A. Hnynee, hie biothe1· Jot:otlata
B,, and a young.man nnmed Lc�is. 'fwo belongetl in Ne,,
"l'T_ l •• ... - . 
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. back before reaohing the Oregon· Trail.) The rest were 
from Boston and vicinity. Ot these.-\Vere Mr. lt'lfteld, John 
P. Hoyt, Charles ChUds, Alfre4.'\!'illiams, Thomas Trae, an.
elderly gentleman namad Lyon, Gaorga Houston, Grosvenor 

·. and Lafayette Allen, - Woodbury. myself, and five otb�
ers, whose names I c1nnot rec:lll after fo1·ty•flve.•yeaH. ·"We..
called ourselves tbJ "G1·anite 8ta.te C_omp�nyt't tLntl united 
with the '' .Mt. Washington C.>m.p:1nyn un:le1· C.ipt. Jo3eph· 

· Thyng, of South Bo3ton, as guide, he: .haYi�g· :��n-! :&ftl':OSS 
fifteen. years before and h:iving helped. buU9 Ft.: ;Hall� ' : : i 

-...:::"· 

We started f1·om B�ston A.'!Jril 17, � 819, in the oats· f9r 
Alb&oy, numbering 73 iu tile two comp:1nies, all _uniforrA�!J.
in· gray suits that distinguiYhed l13 all th� way. through, .'All� 
with the holstered nnd su.d,dle-hagged, half-Spanish ,.s:i.ddl-.etl 
·upon our horses, with our rifles or double-b11rrelle� ,hotgun9
-&lung across, ,we 'presented a military aspect .on. :the rQU�
·that was quite a protection from Indian interf.erence. :Wbile.
traveling off the wagon road in the Rlcky Mou�aios.: ·: _ ; , 

We 1·etumed the cheel's o_f the Cl'?W,i that had gat�ered. 19 
see ns oft', anrl spe<l on om· way to Albimy •. · · At Albany-, in. 
bal'tering for speci.ll rates fur a car to Olll�lil&h•es . and. a CP.J' 
fo1· our b!l.gg11ge, (gh•en by the Boston & Alb.my.) n mlsU:o.-, 
derstandii1g occUl'l'ed, they giving ns an emigrant car in . an
emigrant t1·ain. After seeiug several p:1sse11ger trains go. by 
us while we were side-tmcked during the cold, snowy night, 
and nearly coming to blows with the tl·ain hauds who -were 
disposed to treat us us they did immigl".tnts, we compelled 
.the station ageµt next morning to apply to headqua1-ters for 
. change of car nnd train under threat of representing to our 
friends o.lid local papers at home our unfair treatment, both 
•by the company ·and its employees. Our t wo cars we11' left
�n a aide track, our baggage and ourselves shirted to other
Car& and ·we bad time to g"At ,i !,?OOd bv20Jd0-st at B. Mte! ll�

,. 

B_tl'FF,lLO, END OJ.l'BAIL8, CH1CAGO, INDJl'.PENDE'NCE. '18 

• �. �; �'4 . 
. . . 1 • ,. . • . ... ,,•. . • - � •' "the" depot before the next passenger train· cime. After this

eveiything- ·went s·Dfoothly until -�e· 'reached lndei,e<iidenei.,
'l\lo,, our·starting point for crossing "0fhe Plains. t, At B��.:. 
'fa16 we latd by 11 day to �isit Niagai•a }�o.lls and then took� 
·jteame·r f ot Detroit. The other company preferred to go by
'Cle,··etand; Cincinnati n�d the Ohio Ri,·er to·.-�t: Louis'. _ �t
,'betroit we took the first paEser.g<'��rain OD the1:lfobigan C�li­
.�tral that';rc:nt tbr'oiigh to New Buffnlo, OD tbe·take, opposite
: Cbicag<>:·· . : A -etotm was rsging on the ·lake, _and the e'ti'amer
:Just ��ming irLtrotn Chicsgo "'·as unable to l'emain at tbe_pier
:tii

f

accdtint of tht
f 

huty twelJ. Th'ey EUCceeded in· landing
a father and his six-weeks-old baby, threw ofe1·boatd·his t'\\·o
.. trtiiks'·and backed out; 'ttiking ";itli them the mother. :'l'h�
liai.be fared 'weil, -,tor iii the town there were plenty of' moih�rs
with babes," they hav�ng come to celebrate 'the· opening of

;th�-' roa·d; · T\\·o Lakr.rrien offered to ro w throngh the surf
with me to secure the b11ggoge, but after getting clear of the
· last toller�: -which pa1·tiaUy filled the boat, a tub of a tbing,
jhey ·grew faint hearted and begged. me to put back. Mr.
:lioi:iston followed alongsho1-e with me till by we.cling into the
surf we could reach the h'nnks before they got to t�e· point:,
_where th'ey wouid commence to recede. Pl�nty of' people
· 'iie1·e teady to tarry tbrm to the hotel sfter "·e got them t'�
dry laud� We slept in the car that night ne l'\"ery house in
town was· full. · The Lnkcry was in full blast all that night,
coining money out of flour. Al'l'iving nt Chicllgo we to<.ik
lhelllinois Canal, (there "·as not' a foot of rail lai<l west �f

:·:New·Buffa1o at that time,) ·and at the Illinois Rinr ·took :a
··stearri�r to St. Louis, where we waited some days for the Mt .
Washington ·Company, coming by Cincinnati and the Ohio.
·They ha-d had considerable sickness and one death by chol­
"el'B, and arrived at Independence three days after us 1\·he·re
"'1'8 'were ''eRJDPW in A benutiful grove two miles out from the
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P. Ho.rt, to take a mixture prepared by Drs. Bachelder and
Haines (fourth-proof brandy and peppermint he afterward
told me) I speedily· recovered, and twelve boure after, at

2 A. M. Ma.y J, We 1•eached the landing three miles from 
Independence, when I tallied t.be comp11ny baggage as itoame 
ashore,· walked up the bill to tho town llnd then ate a hearty 
breaktaat. Our baggag;;i was hauled to a camp two miles 
011t and we followed, the boys chaffing me on my ability to 
carry 80 heavy a dose of liquor with.out "showing lt,''-and 
I ''claiming to be a teetotallel'l" 

We remained in camp with the Mt. Washinstona, while 
both parties trained their wild mule&. to packing, and CO�·
pleted arrangements fo,r .starting on our journey •. 

Saturday, May 19.-We had divided into three messes at 
ftret coming into camp� To-day No's. two and three messes 
were ordered to pack 11p and pi'Oceed to thE1 prairie. In the 
"breaking" process many of our animals bad been broken 
down and one mule had been killed outright. I got started 
after dinner 11nd finding I bad an old, study pack mule jusi 
from a Sanle l!'e trip and could take my own pace I stopped 
at a honse thl'ee miles out and 1·eturned to assist those who 
bad wilder mules than myself. lt'ound Hoyt at the. old cam r, 
with the wildest mule of the lot, the " Little-Yellow-bitch,'' 
a name already earned by her. Every one shunned ber,-­

ahe bad given Woodbury n kick ln the stomach from which 
he never fully reco\'e1·ed, bad bitten J·oe. Hutt. Gage, leaving 
Ule;.long pri1;1ta of her teeth, and hurt almost every one that 
tried to handle he1·. With her Hoyt bad all the mess kit and 
waa trying to tie them on any way. 'fhe tent made a good 
wrapper for the pots l\nd kettles, and after dark we reached 
the cabin where l had left my mule. Had to repack often. 
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tfifl ntiife ]umplug and kicking to release herself� ·,ve both 
"bad our la1iat1 f11ten� to her ;haltt'r ond to the ho'rnt·df'odl' 
r �kd�Je.i, abd our bortes kept the ropes. tnut' ·e,•en' while we 
"�·e� uituno\Jnted to repack. w" got supper 'at tbe 'cabin, 
.1fuile<1··011r,1elvee In th" te�t nud pnssetl a. 1·ery' comforblbJe 
l·nfght,· 'fa.r rhore· 80 tbnli those who &h\lnnc,d the work: and at, 
11u1>per tlmcNound themselves "'Ith phmty of grub b1Jt nht � 
thing for cooking In nor eating or dl'inking frcm, and no tent 

•Lto Sbieid tbein '.durlng the night's Sb01''er.
·· · · 8undatJ, Mag .20.-Found we bad pickettd our animaJi i'n
i'.a pilfoh or. ma)·weed 01· ·wild cbair.omile at the tdge of good
teea. ·'It W88 dll'k Yt'hen we remped. GaTe them bettJr

· grazillg while 11·e wert1 ot brnkf11st ond then packed up�L
:,we gave "San1a }'c'' the mcE& kit and londt'd the other with 
Santa•s two

.
trimks� ·we· reached camp at 10: 80 A. M:.; 12

·n1ile1 from Independenct'. A bni·<t th.under Bh01''er in tlic
-afternoon· with sharp lightning. · · ' . 
· · .Monday, May 21.-8fnt one of our vo�ty back to hetp
:d,i,·e a herd of beef cattle inttnd('d for our uie on the road.
· Ai 3 ·p. M. had a seYe1·e tbt1ude.t squoll from the eoutb1'·e•t
' and bod to .rig p1-eventel' st&)·8 to 8Uppo1·t our tents. · Our
·rood ·is fried ba·coo and hat'dl,rcnd C11· bl'cod baked before ttle

··11re� and coffee. Aa a consequence mnny are sick· with a
severe bilions trouble, myself being one. I 
· · Tuesday,' Mciy ·.22.-Sttll sick and wcuk. A colct wiud
make& it qulte uncomto1·tnble. C. C. llarkl1y, of our niea11. 
wu· taken with con,·ulaio1.1s shortly afte1· dinner and tor tffb 
h·ours 1''ii apparent1y In grent pain •. He will return bom.! • 
. .A· number of No. 1' mess arJ'i,·ed at JO P. M, This evenfo'g 
�ou1·antmala were atarilpeded ot two diffe1·ent times. We Jo�t 
·1ome mules. Ho1'i,dliievea· pl'Obably about. ,.

Tl&tirida,i, May.R4.�No. 1 D'le.ss lll'rh·ed to-day. Rain'*l
bard ail night with ·�e.vv thm1der !llld linhtnm�. T� 11.nma
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! ocoarred the next night, when we bad to tu� 011\ and h�l�
.·tbe tent to·prevent lte being blown down. t

. . . . . · 8alu'l'day, Mny .96.�Broke cAtnp and proceeded to· ·t� 
:: ·: . . . . . ·. Big B_uu.· · To catch and pack the mule, was a. �ard fore•
:·:: · · :. ·noon's.work. It wne mld-dny befo1'0 we had all of. tbem 
· .. · .... · .:·packed, and we bad to' re-pnck often, l'ho two compR�le� 

· ·,

· . . . ; are scattered over the road for eight miles, by messe1, a�
· .... they succeeded with their. mules.

. . .

· Bunda.y, May .27.�Crossed the lllg Bull and after te�
.' ·. miles travel camped with Capt. 1.'bing for the Orst time since

. leaving the camp at Independence. Our cattle Joined us at 
ibis place. Our camp presents quite n military appearance.' 
The greater·part of the.Mt. Wasbingtons had arl'i,·ed yester� 

· day and their te·nts were pitched upon n grassy knoll nen.r �
.�mall brook, while the busy g1·oups of our .own men showed
-us oor station on an opposite slope. Ollr "animals,., 176 in
,iumber� were picketed in the space between t.be-two camps?
while the 78 "cattle0 we1·e grazing near by 0&uter gua.rd • .:_
When ibe last straggle1·s anivecl the animals were turned
loose to grnze with the cattle until sundown, when all were
.driven in between the lines and the animals picketed, and .a
night guard set. The oattle soon Joy down D( ar th�.otbe:s.
· · Monday, May 28.-ACter I bad helped pack .the mules of
the whole mess we found tba� Hoyt's wild mule hll� gotteu
·out of sight and· rolled her pack off.. 'l'be rest started abeud
�nd left ns to get along as best ,ve could ; but Charlie Child'
missed us at last and came back in time to help us reduce to
terms a refractory mule that some one of our mess had left.
We reached oomp at sundown, tb1-ee bou1's late, very. tired
from our bard day's wo1;k . We made 16 miles. . Hoyt hwt
refused to toul'h that mul� again. · We two bought a horse
�tber at Jndep�ndence, and as I"bad drawn a spirited on�
�at I did not ·care jo learn to.1ide �pon, and be had drav.°1\'

. I 
. ).� 

• 
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a wild .mule for a riding animal, we had agreed that be rldr 
my �1�rse f.tll l. bad·.l��rne<I. u1>on the· uew purchase a�c1. that 
the mess might pack his riding m11le. We two thus b11d the 
-eare of three P!lOk mutP&, two .of �.he1n nmong thl! "'.lldeat of 
'the herd. � .. ,tlierefo1•e took the little yellow one, i,nd Alfred 
,�Ulla.ma j�ln�d ua .H pncklng partner • 
· .Tue�ay,. �a.y .99.7Hroke c11mp nt 8 A • .M. and drove 1111
the animals we da��d .trust, lea�ing the �eat. Cro_ssed Boone
.Creek and campe-d, 12 miles out on the Oregon Tt'ail. Mr.
Moore left us·in the morning. He wBB ba\"ing rbeumatis�
trom sleeping on the ground. Many of us took·the chance
to eend lettere home •. He took passage with an ox team that·
bad .been fnr enough to '•see the elephant•• and was l'etum:.
�ng. Mr. Lyon� of Boston, also of our mess, took bis office· 
.of. 8ecfetary. , · . 
· Wed•neBday, May 90.-Twenty men of the Mt. Washing,.
tone started ln search of a team said to have stolen a mole.
and its pnck having the company books in it. Two of oar
.bor13ea belonging to J.'ifleld and GJ'98\'enor Allen with Cbild11
m9le we1•e missing from .thek pickets this morning. Sent a
party to hunt tbem·Up and they fonnd the horses. Child'•
·mule rame into camp in the aft('rDoon. Capt. 'fbyng•s men
were unsucce11&f11I. Rain eet in just befo1•e noon and we bad·
a "·et night.
: Thursday, Ma.y 31.-Rain during the forenoon •. Started
at 1 P. A

L 
and traveled 8 mlles, drh•ing nil the mules. I

was unabla to catch my mule at nighL and had to lasso her ..
Frid4y, June 1.-:-1'be mules begin to drive p1·etly well, 

a.nd we made 20 mil.ea, but I could not cat.ch .miue at night.
· Saturday� June .2.-Two Mt. Wasbiogton'a were taken 
·with cholera. and delayed our atnrt till 2 :SOP. M. Reaobe�
a �reek with wood handy. I had to lasso my mole again.

8u:n.d11.,1 •• Tu..."IP. .?.-Thr �-n ., .... 1,- "'"'" .1: ... ,i ,� .. , _:,...1.--. _ ... •L -
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�Kt. Wa.ahingto�· CBmp. Eo3oyed a floe.hath lo tbe:·ell'at 
· wa�r of the creek� · Two Iudiana visited our camp -to.trade

. : . . •horeee. · ·. ·.:.. : . .: 
·:, · '. .. \ · M�y, JuM 4.-We "caught up" early·and made 20
:-',_.: · .. ·;miles. We crossed tbe Kansas by ferry ancl swimming our 

aniinala and cattle, and camped on its f&rther �ank.·· Chart�& 
:Snow, of Lowell, of the Mt. Wasbingtons wae �ken. with 
-ehoiera laet night and. barely escaped death. 

· · . ·
· · :·

. . Tuesday, June 5.-A dull day with us. Our mulee a.re 
. ·broken down in break!ng them to pnck. Dried my clothes 
which were soaked from my mule. Jying. down In a mudbole. 
Threw away some clothes to lighten my packs. Our mesa 

·· -bought an Indian pony and 160 pound,· �f dour,. our bread
being neal'ly gone. l am tempted to joln a mole team a� :l
think it imp1•obable that we can get through with. our. preeeqt
loade. · 1'be backs of many of ou1· mulett are eo alfeoted that
-we bold OUl' breaths while we saddle, spaces the-size .of the
·palm of the· hand bare to the ribe nearl.Y.; yet these. mules
-have to car1•y 220 to 225 pounds &·distance of 1.1 to 20 miles
each dRy. Maoy of.us a� quite .discouraged, aud some a�·o
·tempted to turn back. Homesick myself. .

· . Weclneaday, · June 6�-'rhe mess were later .. than usual ir,
· . �acking,. and we1·e behtud the whole day. •rravelled 18 mile.,
. · and passed the Indian Mission. Reacbod comp after clark., 

Just as it commenced to roin. We. made a a11pp�1· of bard• 
. bread ond water, it �eing our ilioner nlso. I could not catoh 

· my mule at night 1111d hnd lo let her 1·uu with 225 pounds on
her.. 'l'hc cattle d;'.ivers were e,q,osed to as fierce � thunder
storm as we. have had, and owing to the careleesnt>ss.,of ;the
leaders in not having ·a guide at. the ront1 after. dark, :they
paBSed the C4mp, were out ln all the storm, ·and did not ftncl
us-till pear midnight. George Carlton or No. -1 mess, and·eisi
otber.m�n, one from each mess,. b��e driven tbem._till now j
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t,utt::feeling .eon.what !v.esed:· refflsed,to: llriva-cattt, .loageri 
e�.oe¢ by 1�,11�twus •. � frbey b:a.ve· a�oided mqeh of .tba 
.Jaboi .and �vexati.ou :of :mule: dri,·ing; bowei.·er. ·. : : · : . . .:�, ,. ··. , · : 

. , ' 

t:J !l!l,unda.y; · J'uti.e !7 :..:.+Mt\de.. a· noon· bait for the .. first, tim-,.� 
and ti·a.vel� :l,5-. ,mll�s with :.far. Jess.-f�tig,1e to, tbe. fnimalal 
Wei.bad to ... use·.stf4ttdgem ·.to;catch. my mule·.,11 aoon.:·,.. HeT 
pook :bad ·�n; on:her .ffliee �yesterday. n\ollqing .• :.- ·.1,<nelie\'� 
f!er .. l _packedJm.y,·.borse'. wt\h part·of·bedo�,.vsing,a:ntbbet 
beii,hought"of.BarcJay ,md.·-so cut ai to:fot;m a flnp.fbr.eacl;I 
half�·�. �I in\�d to:quiet1y dispose of my sba�tered· tnmlta t*

aeon n,s u:sm�ll·soi:e· spot on my mule is healed and the_n,use 
the: rubber bed1on hert'. ··.l shall 1V11lk int.he meantime., , .. : "-: 
(.":liWdag;: .fu11e ··8,.:-:Packcd · -my horse .in- the·'moroing and 
walked�:-, .1fy 'nse··o'f the bed :apon ·my:borse. was an object 
Jes1:1011 lha.t many otbehradoptecMn ·pa1•t to•dl\y.. .'l'be trunk• 
•1'e :ap�l'Oprb,tely::&tj-t�d .:• '.mule-coffins·� .by·George Carlton,
and weigh ,U pounds, one-quarter :of a proper load f 01• so
· kntg1 ai:journe.y.: ·,,Pai:nted .. flo:t e.1nvas · bags with ftaps to abed
rain would, have: :beeb. betier· and cost much less, and with a
imtll, ,•alit1er for- clothing ·or,rness · kil to go oo top would·�ave·
11wed l1s many m,dea and d11yeof walking. Made 20 milesj
,:i:!8aturday, ·J1c'rte IJ;---,ve tl·aveled 20 milea and c11mped a\
-t1eeh,f &ttinding.wnt(ir.tbot was 'BCl\rcl'ly· palatable. Made
om· coft'to strong 11nd :"shut our eye�" whUe drluktng It •
: Su1tdo.y; June ·10.-w·e -mtLde 10 miles before b1-eakf11st to
flnd good ·w.n.ter; and-oamped for the day at 10 A. M. Sent
a.14�U,e1,,home bf a:roung'inun who woe relul'Ding after· ho

bad :1-e11cbed · t"t.: Ke·ai-uE'y. · We three yollngetere overhauled
pocks nt this camp nnd quietly stowed away- all of the axes,
ph?ki aod:�h�veh11l"<>t needed on tho roote; 'fbls caused an
otltc,'J!y 'Bgatnat:ua:-trom :�'UMd -with threat of 0courtmortlal''

. ttnleita·�,�:resariil!d :th�-•. We bad secretly ascertained that
ti&:b,tid:�·m�Ji�!!.ed ru1:M,111#..-·,.,,.,1-11,·11t .......... :.:- -·-1- --
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h.ia own perso�I effects. We o!ered to take our :1luire1 ot 
mesa weight, bu, more we would not ·any lo'nger. ·George· 
Carlton loudly defended our oonrse and the matter droppedt 
�e dld not reaume the hnnlware, nor did the oldetera caiie to 

. · Jake any, or to weigh packs with us. 'fbey may have to� : 
·.·- Ttl�aday, Jutle 1.2.-J.t'intsbed 1-e-stufflng our pack saddles.
We batl a rain aqnall at breakfast time yestei'da.y that blew-to
·the ground nearly all our tl'nts. ,ve have remained in camp
. yesterday and this dny to recruit our animals. The heavier
beef cattle are getting footsore. Lt. 8tansbory's Govern" 
ment-b-ain passed us here •. (See his report, p� 24.) We 
had now hecome genertllly known as the "Boston Pack Co." 
r Wednesday, June 13.-\Ve startoo agnin and made 20 
miles

_. 
aud camped on the banks of the Blue, the fl.rat. stream 

et.clear watei· we had seen fol' a long·time • 
• . Thur1JOO.y, JuJ&e 14�-We etiu·ted early and made 26 mi}.,e 

18 easily as 16 miles he1-etofore. 
1 Friday, June 15-J+:very do.y brings new sp.eciee of flow• 
ers, lDnny of them of .brilliant hue. . We made 1o mites and 
encamped near a spot -recently occupied by a large party ot 
Indians. supposed to be Pawnees. 
� .fJaturday, June 16.-Started acl-oss a plain to reach the 

°'latte, but we wertl .. unable to make the whole 'distance and 
camped witbot1t wood or 1·unning water •. 
·_. 8t1,tula'!1t June 17.-T�-day we rea'Cbed the Platte. It is
� _muddy ·stream, :wide, but shallow and with J&. swift current .• 
·we mf:ide oua· noon halt on its bank,:our,only fuel being rose
bushes. In the afternoon mo,·ed up, stream and ·encamped ----
1 1•2 miles below J.t't, Kearney.· • . , .. r 

·. : Monday, June· 1s.-Were busy all day repalriag B11dcUe.s;
and overhauling pa.eke. 'l'he clothing of each man was lim- •
l�d to oO pounds ancl weiglwid. :Some of those loud�st io ·
dennpcintjn� Olll' lJ:rhhmh,,.. ,....,..�- L ' • 
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QlQ�hjng and tab ·meas. 1-ggag,. Tried liord to·�·ei·l\'f>�
t.,..,taye .qp the m�le.co�,. . We "Win do lt,c ·.how,ver . .:.:!· . :1 
, ... _Tue�ay, Jin,e 11!,-Went:t() the tort to a.ell Q. gun bo1.1gb� 
of Mr •. )�oor(• and got some 1ugnr. for the Qle88� 0.\1t Oom.•i 
pany, hopgbt BOID� flour from th� Qc>\·.JtD!ilent, lll4)1'(!8 �t .• , 4' 
�uu�red .pouncls. . Lt. Stnnsbury'a tro.ln �amped a ·hJll'!milo. 
bel�W,Ulh. . · · . : ... ,::�: !,.•; : :·>.: , 
::·· .. :��n18.(Jay,.·,bm, .20,:-:--'Ve mtic.te ouly·.7 .milee .t.ortlay.-.:: .Jt 
4r.9"� pattl�t�nd got w.ct through· ln. a. Yery beavy. t�uud,1'! 
shower. . .. , 
:, . ;1'4.u,:sdQ,y, �,rie 21.�I walked in the mornhig t9 let Bu�er 

l'.irl;�. : :;AlthQ�gb. lloyt and !:.bought p. ho1·ee together ·for OU.fl 
qwp q,e,. nntl bn,·e Je�s. pe1·eonol boggnge than ony others ill! 
t�.E! :�.��l!, ... W� luir,tH,nlbcl more tlmn nny of tb�m except 
Jo.mes Bntlea:, 9t .Pelhon1, who bas given up bis borae:for.tbe: 
�,�s:t�,p�ck, �itb. �Qur since le,wlng the KuosPB •. Be waa 
'tp..,rl"tl �: b(>1•se: in plnc,c .of each of tlle othere to. turn; but J�1 
··���t :tJire.e: o(out' number tm,·e uever otYered him a l'ldo fo.r
a shoi:t. lime even.. lie� howeve1·, does uot help to .pagk o,.
d�·j�e.-�a.ttle. . Drying our- clothes made us late ln start(ng�.: 
Mo,�:of iJie,W.90� "'e get fo1· fuel is upon islands lo the 1·tver,. 
and: Js majuly .�ttoµ.wood. · '1'0-11igl.Jt we Juul to Wild� a lol:}g 
c1istn.11ce fo1· it. . ': 

Friday, Ju'fl.e:22,-ln· the of.ternoon Hoyt ond I rQ<le ·"IJ\ 
to an emigrant team to get son1e vim�gnr. nnd on oul'· l-etprn 
tried the speed of 9ur. bo1·ses, ·the -only time I e,��r &t'1�d 
mine oqt_ of a \\'Blk unnecesslU'ily • 

. S·umlq.y,, Ju14e ·2·1.,-:--A day of rest to the ,a.nimnl.s,: l>JJt pot. 
to the men. Uoyt a_nd I brpk� up hie two-trunks and pa.ckaj: 
iµ bags. W�. have been- packing togetbea\ and hie .µ,.ule's 

' s9re b�c-k h�ij ,been.growing -wo,·se, while mine.bas i111prov,d. 
,t.eadily sinQ� :pac�big: lu. �e rubbt-r bed. : Dr. Ba�h�l<ter 
p,v� lfhJh.eom.e \Yhitisb powder to opJ�ly to the eo?re sftcr tw 
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. h'id cleansed It. tho�t1ghly, and advised thro9J'lojf away'tb�' 
t�oka. . Thi, prevented any chance for a "court martial"·· 
threat from any one so disposed. My case was dismissed on 
_the ground that the mesa were having. the use of tw.o paek•.
a�lmals through my riding a prh•ate horse, and ·that I could1 ·
claim. the horse Hoyt rode nod he claim his own rldioo- mule 
leaving the mese to throw away both the trtinktt and� packs:! 
8°.yt's ride bas cleveloped a sweUiog· on bis horse's shoulder 
by·bls picket bruising it, We fear se1ions 1·esults. Buffalo' 
and det"r "sign" plenty. . . . 1 
1 Monday, June 25.-Hoyt :1nd I find that o,ir muleiftravel 

much easier by· the change from trunks to bags. 'I1he stiff 
�ards pressed _wholly· upon· one spot, while the pack in 11·

bag can be so arranged ns to form o. cushion next the saddle.; 
· · Hoyt is walking to-dny on nccount of bis hol'ee� .• 

· Tuesday, Ju11e .2U.-Killed our fh·et buffnlo at our·noon·
halt, Charles Hodgdon,c,f Athens, )le. ha,•ing that honor.'
lie chased him four or five miles and fired t.eu rifle balls Into
him befo1-e bringing bins to the g1"0und. · They were orossing·
the Platte a .short distance nbo,•e ou1· co.mp when we first saw·· 
the�, and-there waa snch mounting in bot baste that· some·· 

: forgot their guns. J.'ifteld was so unfortunate as to receive·· 

. a severe sprain by a summerset fl'Om his horse stepping int<>'
· , .• • prairie-dog hole Just as be WH coming up with the· lierd 

at a .. full gallop. He gathered hlmseJf up and lo ,·ex�tion· 
fired at the retrenting he1d. I lcut my horse to Hodgdon to 
go f,,r the meat, his ·rtdlng mule being too th:ed to go again. 
One of the Mt. Washlngtons killed a calf, ·bnt we fouud the 
bull beef pre�erable, though of a st1·oog flavor. · · . : : 
:' Wednesday, J11ne .97.-Reacbed tho crossing place of the·· 

South Platte, about 160 miles from l.l"t. ICearney; !fome of· 
. our party, Mr 1..-.lfleld 11.mong them, visited· some Indian burial· 
lody,es and Mr.}\ took a l'Obe fl'Om one; .:'rt,ev ;ve�·hn!-!t• 

TBETWO PLAffES" • AIR BOLL.QW', :.llORE BUFFALO. II' 

-��-1>91�.� i• tJit ��n·p,-trie.�. ·They oontained tbeirdeM4
W�'!�<l;in. ��··.IJ.JiMl !1U·r�Jl4ed by tb�it "'Orld11 effeettt. 

Thursday, Ju,,e 28.-Crossed the. $()utb· Platte wlth but· 
lit,l}e !liA}�&l.iy·,:toough-my·littht·mule bad to swi� once.. l ... 

�D�:t'1e TQl).�1· l,�l k,pt the: wate1· ou� be.t.ter than truka;: 
tJl� .. l\9ttoms.�t.y,pich·leaked. · We uiade tba 12 miles:tot.he. 
.No.�tb ��•tte, "htc,b we found to· be the pi�to . \Jr.�ch- . ."My 

. tµ:i:D·-to .. 4rive ��tt� 8Qcordiug to President.� •.. Quite �ften •.
t11ay�.�. l tol<l blm- lie. y.:iJ) d.rlve. before I ,do after thil\ time.; 
He bas 110 responsibility farther· tban to preside at eompany.· 
qie�tiugs; -and I)! 11. Directm• I can and will calJ a meetiug 
to-nigM �-ij�e.,it any one shall be excused fr�m any duty on: 
�Qi)u11i ·Qf jJol<ttng .. C)Ompany office, unless he agrees that the· 
nld,.�.1'#:P(. tlu� ·JD�ss .do tbeil' share of <tetnil doty hereafter.· 
Be p1�ftl'rQd. Qt �light.to ha,·e no meeting. 
, . i'r.'(dcay,. ,T,me .99.-Madc no noon bait to-day, •1•ravelled,
16-,anil�•• pa,._sed :Ash Hollow and comped at a mu,t bole opon.; 
o hl9b bluff some, dietance trom·tbe rh·er, with. a plenty ot 
ra.tileanokes, but poor teed. . 
.. _SQ,turday., June 80.-Aftei· tra,·eling 1 l -2 mile• we left:

the blutr.s.qcl:struck the North l.4'01·k ngain, where we found 
goQd· f.eet"l a�d 'WO tea·.. }'or moat of the time since leaving the� 
Fort we have been using " buffalo chips" for fuel. . '!'hoy\

' . 
'l:.��•·:wltb ,B\ s1�elt like pt>a;t and when dry kindle readily from 
1¥ match •.. Charles IJoclgdun killeil another b11ft'alo, b�t we. 
W'f.i'i3 ,,nallJe·to get any; of the meat, the party a�nt for tba\., 
purpO$C1.meetl'1Jg .a la.rge body of Sioux as they entered the 

r.k,.irie. w.lier� 1 the .buffalo was. Seeiug oul' men the· Indians 

\'Q(te at ��e:d,. toward them, making signs tba� Snow thdught:
,-,.r�- of pe�.�. ·. Our men prefoi·retl to take 110 chances and:
l�ft. IJ¥lt:loc�U�y. (We lenrned llfte1·ward thntthcy bad the:
'Q�!J.ler.• �-�oog them aud wnnted a. doctor.) 
. :lJu,1d,sv • •  f-,1l•1 1.- tl2uz,., nll .! .. u ... � ... Qr,.rn ... _.,.,, __ --·' ·-
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cleaning oar mu lea' sore baoks. Snow abd I were to· vl1ltt.he 
Sloilz oamp tQ bay boreea, but did not have tlme. (Perbapt 
it waa woJl we did not.) · 
• Monday, July .S.-Led most of our mulea to prevent tbelr.

. ·roaming and ob11fto·g tbdr _backs. A bot day nnd the road 
very d11aty. Tho top ot Chlmnty Ro<-k Just lo sight abencl� 
· Wednesday, Jt1l!I 4.-We m�de 26 mtlea •. }'Ired ·three

volleys In bonoa· of the day llnd· ga.ve tbt'CO cheers tor· HOid
New England." Chimney Bock loom, up Uke Uunktr HUI'

· Monument lo the dl&ta11c4,.
· Thursdo.y, July 6.-P11ssed Chimney Rock · and camped

la· sight of lt upon the river bank. I took· a. rough sketch
of Ii while opposite ·before oomlng ·into camp. . Some of our
men ascended the_ cone to the pe1•pendlcular ebatt, blit none·
coµld get farther. ·They Judged the shaft to be about 100
feet high and the bllse _ 160 feet high from the bc>ttom of the
ravine. Although the ga'Ound between U Rod the -rh·er was

f.rom oamp apparently quite level, they found U anything but·
smooth tran·ellng. · '!'be whole co11nt1·y about here appears to·
have been·_an extensive plo.i11 bundt·eds of feet a�ove present
levels, and na if the soft rm\l'l and earthy limestone of wblcb:
It was composed bad been washed away, leaving theH 1·em­
nant1 to show us lta former·etevntion. ·

Frld.ay, 6tA.-P11sscd Scott's Bhatt. I went to the right·
from tbe road quite a di1tance to get a bettet view, and got
a sketch of It from a point nenrer the 1·lver thau the road, the
traveled way following up the rawlne at the left, Wllllama
and I ascended a portion of this blulf al ou1· 1100n halt and

· had rl flnt? vl�� of the st11'rounding country. We tried to set
ffre to some dP.ad cedars, bnt tbe wlnd blew almost a g�le tip
here and .blew out our matches. Folllrd the bleached akele:.
ton of a buffalo·upon the very top. · We capsized an eagle's
nest on a 09:rrow shelf a shol't distance below: the edge of tba
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.cliff an4 returned tired with our walk. Soon after starth1g 
at noon 1''e passe,1 a small tradt;11g post called }'t. Bernard, 
said to be 55 miles from Ft. Laramie. Here we found some 
�p1·ings of cleor, ice-cold "'atel', All dismounted and filled 
their" canteens after drinking intemperately of the delicious 
beversge. · E,·ery spring must be tasted e,•en when we could 
�rink no more. Comped at night4on Horse Creek, a stream 

· of clear water, a joyful sight to us who had been drinking
the muddy water of the Plat.re. Scott's Bluff is of the same
loose material as Chimney Rock ond Court House Rock, off
fnrtbe.r to the left. Court House Rock was named for a fan�
cied resemblance �o such a building. Mr. �·tfield was to get
a sketch of 'it and exchange with me, but was taken sick on
the r()8.d with a colic and barely reaubed camp. Scott's Uluff
received its name from finding the skeleton of a trapper uamed
Scott there several �·ears ago ;-some hunte1·s or trappers
tried to retum to the settlements with their pelts in a canoe
by floating down the river. The muddy color of the water
prevented tbeil' seeing the many shoals nnd sandbars, and·
they were often capsized in the 1·npid current. One of their
Qumbel' was taken Bick, and thinking he could not recover,
and that by lightening the c11noe of their weight it might go
safely over the shoals and be might thus get tbl'ough if at
all, they left him in the ('anoe to floot down with the curren�.
'l'be-y reached tbeil' destination ·on foot, but saw no. moa,a ot
Scott. A party of trnppers found his skeleton at the foot·
of tliis l,lutr and recognized his rifle that still lay·at his side.
Had his co�pauioos not. deserted _him ,t was thought that be
might ha,•e re.turned also •

· Saturday, July 7.-l dro,·e cattle. ·"re camped at night
in a grove of cotton-"·ood upon the Platte with good feed.
1'he .l'oad was very dusty and at the night's c11mp the gnats·
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t.he meas ha,·e been pocking till now. · Ellenwood', riding 
··mule ·w11 ·never flt to carry bis weight and be walk.i moat of
the ttme. A pack mule ln charge of True, nud one In care
·Of Butler, C�llde and ·Tn,e, also one ln rharge of Hr. Lyone
,are In no condltlon to carry their looos. 1"bose of th� other
,messes are In a similar condition. Our packs, which were
too hea,·y at the start, are insupportable now that one-fourth.

. of ·Our animals are unfit for duty an� the remainder in a talr
way to become so. The mining tools and lronks ha,·e been
most· exciting' causes <•f sore backs. (These tools were found
,not at all adatpted to mining use when we reached the mines.
The only mining tool we you�gsters carried through was a
·small �opper, fla.tly-lnverted-cone sbave<t pan h1L,·lng a spiral
.uhoop'' soldered inside tlle bottom to retain the gold, while
the "•and'! would be whll'led out by centrifugal force; It
bad been saved by Williams throngl.i all the discardlngs and
set ·11p at Long's. Bar of i�eather Uh•er for trial, He foun<l
that gravel, nut sand was the mate1·ial to be .worked and sent
.bis pet machine wblrllng do"·n stream afte1· one tl'lal, 11mld
the shouts of the crowd. 'J'he pic�ks we.old have proved too
unwieldly and tbe square shovels unsen•iceable.) Better no
more than a change or clothes than the , 6 pouod1J taken by
some. Had 1\'e spt!nt the monry ror mules, ftour, rice, sugar,
bean• Rnd bacon we <1ould ha,•e·gone thl'ougb in bette1· style,
in lesa time, with fewer privations and 1·eaehed our destina­
tion with more·material. We a1·a alrendy npenting.

' • ,, u 
'• 

•: 

T1•ursday, JtJly lS.-Recommenc(?d our westwa1'tl route 
and traveled 26 mlles over a rough, hilly road. Destrted 
wagoiatr and pro,·lslons plied In heaps are frequently 1een. 
We pa�ked our bones with such ,,a we needed. 
- " ""' - .. ·-
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· ,�t,•pe�· on: the ·tiaiika -otrthe 'Platt.�· 6ft mlle• lrom .ro. JMit.�amle;-. · 'W• are havtag:1'01lgb• hUt; .. road1,t MK1.· is�. poor,feed fo1t·a-.tlme ... · · . · .. ; , ·., ,, ,1··•:1,r A · .. mr•.i J:i, 
-1 S:atvf'day. July 14.-We pnaed- I>t11r-�t'.1a. ,,�,.m 1�
�ar: water, and ·atopped··foi•·the.:�b�b<-oa. the Ruttlbotd�·w-ith poot ... feed:and plenty. of· &Ancltllta�:·::·!J.'bt 'land� ta: qalte.bamm, wild nge belng··tbe preTaJ.Jlag: :p;.ortdelt...ot,:-Uae� 110U�··(A Yem ol coal three to f�r feetithliJtr.'l.,Jd;11lmftw,to 'Oaft.ielcoal :w.a• foand. here t,yLt·.· Staabury:) "'� 1,m:.1.,-1,/ ,.: >::.;·� 
. · . .ftesdag.17t.l_l�-Crossed the-North Platta,1tt91nttes.itto111.·· .Fort.· Laramie.· 0ur·meis loli a. male by iro,n1iDf�; , S•twe. .one. left:. ·a. ·halter dragging' so as to c&tcb him· �ealUt)'-i)lf ·tt1e

: · ��r aidey ·m.t1·man.y animal• wen e�ungJed il1'��-so.r�. ��ngth of l'OJ* . My horse WU among. tbose-rtatimgled; :bftt
. •tricated himsetf aud ·returned: to th«s shor�>- I' had:atrit>fkkl

. to-go· to hia- nicue ."ith my bowie' ��*'e� ·iri:,-t6'6'tll,, bot Iii
· .. lJot. tiimself clear before I ·renebed· bita auni,._retwrnedi :wLtb:·. �.;·£,I.held him,.li1·tlie,bightot a rope-!9ady to., stipphrgt-fn
. �: off aooident· .and he tollo,red: -with bi& BON re8*lng qpon� &tern: 9t· the ferry· boai.,. This fei,r.y:,.oo.t. w'u ·amajosed· � •· �alf:.dOfleri, .cottonwood. log oanoea: tllb«l-:�etfulr.' ··•adplanka.laid··acrosa for the. wogon:·wheelw.'. ·:·.;W� -terrfe1l··o'Uil'packs &Dd ourselves acr.o1a·. · . 'lhe-: cattle foil't>Wed O�l;;_A'IWm&Js RS if it Wa!J a matter Of O'Om'88'.tbat-·tht,y .go::tt,gotbe��. . They give. ua l.ttle ti·oable-.;· A part· of· oitr.'mesa: -hlld· •·· Ji;n�Chase f D '('&tching their mules after cr.oesing. 11:nct --� iin · bbttf... late in a·eaching camp. Rt'maiued to help them and we got a· .. good lunch of hot biscuit made by. a woman at the ferry aud··._.: baked in Ml,oiv.en;..· ; · .,: . .-:,·:",·,.:;:,·: ... -/L. \'.�i.:\.. .. i.,i';. -:·�·.·· ,: ·:., ;'. -Wed1ieBday� .l:8tli.�Botht11'1t boraa,ga.•:out;: �He•,bmJ f.Hrd:..to walk for, ':f<)me dttye, and-. lead ltia. ·))one;.,; rldi11gi�·�easion,.. ally to rest himself. 'l'o-day.- we had h·ard�-wlMllf '.t,-o�·igeg th,poor be11st.into,camp at.noo111 bait;_ 'Wea�·lefi.�e�p'aek

SC C ·- I ...,.ar\:a#f\! ..... J.. . .,...:., �- !,.!,¥ :) ....... �,· .....- ·.

LB.\ VB TDK PLATTS. BED Btlftl:8,: :IA I.ERA.TOI LAKE. · it 

'.HMldle1 and other thtng1 with ·a. few .po.�nd11 Of pO'ft'der burled 
p.n� •.. �J�J'.m,a�c� -�pli�d 88 we �eft comp •... ihot.mo��:.n�t,�r'.• 
old bore� ·cut. a tew capers of a laughable description when 
�he espioi'ton occurred. 
· . .'Thur,day, July 19.-We caught 1ome_whlteft1� from the
P.i�ite at.tbia night's camp. Williama attempted to ftoat. a 
lo�··t���·1:1

··�:Qur·camp that he tollnd lodge� nbo,·e us, hoping
to.have 11. glorious ca01pft1·e, but.he got.into the swift current 
i,nd .lo&\t' his log an,d nearly missed reaching the sho�, \Jelng 
encumbered .by his clothes and high-top boots. We tbrc" 
the end or a rope to him and be came to shore 111l 1·ight, ·A 
Colonel Glaes and a young man with him nomed John Ma� 
Dol)ald', f1·om Delaw:are, with-a mule team ba,·e been keeping 
up ,with us for·awhile since.our leaving Loramie. YesterdR' 
they left their wagon, finding the roads too sandy nnd hilly_.
'rhey now pack their mules and inteud to keep with us to tbe
end of the joul'ney. ·· 
. Fnd.ay, July .20.-Left the Platte, paase� the Bed Butte� 
and camped at the Mineral Springs. Had a severe thunder 
aho\Ver at our noon ha.It. 

. Ba.tuniay, July jl.-Tbia day we passed between· t�trty 
. and forty beau of cattle 13-·ing dend by the roadsldo, eight of 

them )ying in· tbe rood 118 if. they had dropped dead while 
yoked in the team.. (Struck by lightning yeetemay. as we 
afterward le&J·ned.) 1'he wnte1· is strongly Impregnated with 
1alel'llt.ua, weajening the cattle and causing·them to give oul 
very fut •. \Ve pass about one ox per mile and our animale 
ba\"e learned to pass to windward to avoid the stench. The 
grass is o.f a light yellow color. 

.Bwnday, .July 22.-\Ve t1·oveled 20 mile& without a noon 
bait. Passed Saleralaa Luke, wbicb Is encrusted ,i•itb tbi1 
article 11t1ff euough to bear & man. We laid in a supply to� 
making bread and round it answered the po1-po1e quite well.-
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Tb.e _road I, still atrcwed·with ·broken wagons·, hardware and 
t>rovlstons, mostly bacon �nd beans. We are uvlng our 

. stores and living on gleanings from the roall, and even add 
. to our stock of some things. ,v e passed Independenae Rook 
and camped a mile beyond on the farther blnk of tbe Sweet-
water... I returned ten mllcs with others to get the meat of 
a buffalo killed by Hodgdon, N,1ttiog aud Snow. This wns 
againai the wishes of the offlcel's, who feared wo might meet 
Indians so far from the road, nlso were opposed to the extra 
travel for eompany animals. I claimed that we should send 
to Batte Nutting if we teared Indiana, and on that account I 
should go with Snow, nod 1·iding f\ pt·ivate horse I was inde­
pendent. as to a11lmal11 ; ( they were ready to take theh• share 
of ment to Jerk.when wo got back the next day, however.) 
Nuttinr, had stayed to cut up the me11t and came to meet us. 
We arrived _upon the gt·ouud at dusk,. and being unable to 
find the ca1'Cosa spread ottr blankets at the aide of a small 
bt'OOk, turned our animn1s looee nnd took turns at watching. 
· l n tho morning we round the lower bait of the ca1"Caes not
eaten by the wolves, bt1t the po.1'ta that Nutting had cut up 
ready for packing while waiting for our arriul -we1-e spoiled •. 
It measured 11 1·2 feet from the bast! of the horns to tbe 
roots or the tail, and was 4 feet deep in the neck. Snow 
disabled hhn just ns_ he wnin1bout to gore Hodgdon'& mule� 
1.'be first two· balls hnd pierced hie huigs tmd the others had 

: lodged near. One ball we··fouud flattened tot\ wafe1• against, 
· · a rl b. Got to camp at 10 A. l\I., Monday, . with two ·mu}e 

loads or the beat .parts cle,tr of bone. ( 500 lbs. f1i>m one side ..
T·uesday, Ju

0

l!J 24.-Jcrkec.l our buft'i:i.lo mer.t.- ·•1•be bard
feelings and contentions between Mr. }'ifielt.1 and the young•
eters bas culmiuateil in a division of the mess. At our.'fll'st

: . camp nea1• Independence we bad elected Mr. Jt"lfteld president 
of the company in pince ot Mr. Houston. who W$1me�e�ted 

FF •. , .. -� .• -..,.s .• � ..... & ... -.�!fi �· .. ...,.; �·· ·'4' • •• 

DJVIJ>� THK XU�. PICK UP C011'1'BB� DB't'IL'I GAT�. ti 
I t' • J  I o •  .. 

bad f�a�be�d hie own nest at �ur ·espense In pHrchulngtbe 
eoppllea, as alUldlei and all other equipments 'of a su�rioi 
quality labe�ed w!t� his name were found when "'.� · ��ened 
the boxes ·for dh1tributioo. Presumtng upon hie offlco Mr • 
.Fifteld·wa,s-not inclined to take

0

hia turn ·of routine duty, a 
oourse that ·brought ·a disproportion&te share upon us, aa all 
detaili were made by m·esses ; and be was even p111ctically 

· ,_ie:x:cusing" Mr. Lyon, our secretary, by not sending bim on 
any:detail duty. The �ther messes took tu.ms regardless of 
office, ag� or former condition, and we youngsters did not' 
�ropoae· to ·1abmlt to any thing different. When we got a 
vote to weigh the packs of each man and restrict personal 
�lfeotil to the 6fty' pounds agreed upon at Boston we foun� 
that- the pack males of these two bad been ca1·rylng only'tbeh• 
personal et?ecte and the tent. They then bad to dispose of 
considerable �xtro. baggage and take meBB baggage. In all 
our endeavors to reduce uselHS weight Mr. F. bad bitterly 
opposed me a1 Ui� ringleader. · 'rho six youngstet'8 bad at a�l 
Umea been olei·t to p1'0ct1re stores or food, and packed their 
horse• with the same until otbet•wise disposed of-but tbe· 
others never offered the walkers R 1·l�e. My <lisobec.lierice of 
yesterday produced a storm that made a division of the mess 
the only remedy. 'l'be six youngsters :--James Butler, _of 
Pelham. Cbal'le� C. Childs ·and 'l'bomas True, of Boston, 
wbo together .bad the care of one gang of moles; �ltb John· 
P. Hoyt, an_d Alfred Williams, of Boston,. who with myself 
had packed together, gave t�e other three theh· abare of the· 
mesa tbinga with tho tent, retaining only the Gy for ouruse. 
By our giving them the caniage of a third of the gleanings 
we find we ba\"O again reduced oor packs. 'l'he feed here 
11 pretty good. Ca.pt. Duncan, ot i."oi·t Laramie, with three 
emigrant.a iu company came to our camp thie-afternoon. four 
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L j ;; r : : ' :: .·. tJ1�l�. cavalry horses .. and 'started ifor €alitonrar · ... e gav4
q r; 1 ..... · , ;Kr. ·Nl\ffle of tbe Mt. Washlngtom.autborlfy:to·take:tbem;,
: i i F f .... · · dea� 9r alive, a?d sent him ahead . to' decoy the�:lnto. the: \! ·. · ·._ ..... hantls of the emigrant&, ohal'glng them wtth a caiine,agailn�j : ' · · · au emigrant's w.ff e that would cnuee them .to iecelve ·a: abod 
.i:, / ·

1
1

! _ .·· · · . shritt it caught •. ( Lt. Stansbury fails.to,inention �nytbing,·.. ·. 
t,:,.rtber than desertion anct stealing·goveJ'nment:boraes.): ::,ll:i. 1_1i, .... : · .. :·_ ·_. .. · :,

�
d

ard
to
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OO w
h
as �ft'ered for their,c,apttJVe,: :· Mir,::Stinaon,e;, .. 1 e e-· as iligton City Co. stoppetl'witlfns;dver-ilight.l'. j{ .. ·. · ·. ·and gave us some hints 011 packing·,: ... :.: .. ini ei · 1 ·:> -.. ·.·.; . . · _. : ..

.. , ,: Wednesday, July 25.-We stai'te�·agAfoj :·-Our.Jiew. mee11
i :: ..I . · 
I· _. 
I 
j �. 

picked Up a Jot Of coffee sufficient to }nst'l\B th�'OUgh·)\' {Which'_afterward served for maQy a .da ts -ride .wjttu,ut other food.)•1 _pa_cked.my· horse with• bacon and beana·:w.e.flicked:up:earljsIn· the .tr1orning, delaying me so that I '�id not. get, ·a. :sketchlof :Devil's Gate, tbl'C•ugh which we .�n,sed. ·.: It i• a gorge·.1n>
; ' ( · ..

. a range of bUls rtmning no,·tb and· south .. •. ls labottt -600 fee·&\ I ; long and not over 20 feet. wide •. ·:· In ·19nie places -the: 111lclu1
j 
·
:, · -�'8 800 to 400 feet bigb, vertical, and: e)'ell ove1·b·an1lng:at,

l ii"· · . . times. After passing through this ,we caught 001•. flnt :sight!if.'! of the snowy .peaks ahead. We then traveled ta.the·: broacli
tlj __ . :lley

t
o

i
t 1:he �w

h
eet

00
wnter between ridges ot· the Rat:tlesnake·.

.I·· ...... oun a ns, wit go feed. 1'he -l'lveris ve1.,, crooked,·.often·· 

1.1!1 ·_ 
going 600 f�et to get 40. : Sproco trees o.r:.·plenty on "'th�.mountain sid�s, but the only ·growth:. of ·•ood hel'e is .a--kibat

f . . of willow growing io clumps neal' the\ baiiki. of : the . stream��
1 • • and Hf teen to twenty feet high. ·. ·. · · ._. .: · .. : · · . , ;:. : ·i

I

I·:_ :· . . . TlucrsdajJ,· .Jttl!i 26�-Came ·t:n :eight ·or the wblte he adti-ot'i · · · . · the :Wind Rl�er,Mountaina at·9·A�·-"1\I. · .. :._·: -<:-; ·:.•:, -.·. ;:. 
'. .. : ·. · · ·Friooy, 2-i",..L.We hA<l 1N1ard .. drive of 2·6·mlles without:· .• ,.W:-. · .:. ·'..· .. :noon b11,1t, the t'Oad tak.in"g a cot1.rse over. -the hiUs .U) 11v�ld a:.
� ·',. _: canj'ou,ot _tbl! Sweetwater. Both the· me1i" and ao"imals were'i . , .. : :_ very- we�1iy;;aom\r having t-0 unpack;and' rest'thelr :a.blmata;.,l ·"', 

... 
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·Wlnd 1qult.e high ·,nd ·road very .. dusty. I had p�cked•,my,
h1>rao In· the·mornlng lntebdiog to J"ide my little mule a.a·b�r

. back. was gett\og galled -'.galo, -but we bad a. cbaLnce to buy.
1lou1•-aC 6 ·1-2· cen\s,...:..an· nrticle which, Uke �ugar,. we nev�r
found -thrown o\tt·,'-1 packe,1 ·slxty p�und& ·or lt on her and
�;atked. · · . .AU ·t>f our mess except the cattle dl'iver were thus ·
fvalklug. nays like· tbi11 were Olli' bnr,·cst doys, and ·each·
-would. lond .up ·bill horse .. and at night equalize the loads upon.
our Jhtiles· acc'ording. tt> theh· ability to cnrry. We boys are·
of on�- mind and olir old messmates · sometimes get a part. . ' . 
of our gleanings; as coffee and �eans for a start.. to show we, 
hold 110 real ill will. We simply refused to be ''bbseed/' · 
· ,Saturday, .28.-}'ollowed up the 1iver a few miles to get-. 

good feed ,to recruit the animnls before pusbi�g across' the' 
ne-�:t,bundred milee, said to be qmte l>arren, We c,mped 
tn a wooded ra,•ine with plenty of wild gooseb£-1·ries. 1'ho 
animals had their fill of wild oats. At night the g,·nss took 
flre from ·ooe of o,n· campft1·cs nud ran up tho mountain side 
wlth great 1·npidlty aud a 1·onr like thunder. 'l'be b11shes on 
tbe rives· bank ci•ackled tnriously, and as they tell w.ould 
blaze �p to � great height or send up dense columns of sinoke· 
tbat w1�ttbed ·and twisted about as ir suffe1·ing intense agony. 
t,ucktly out animals we1•e np a 1-nvine in a�otber dil'ect.ion or 
we might ba,·e had a minous stnm11ede, Two messes of the .,
Mtr .Wsshibgt.on Co. w�rc near loaing tbeil' effects {rom thJl 
audden .spread ,o f the· fire. Jl'o1·tunntely. tbe nights are now· 

. so cool thaUieavy d&ws fall, \\'bicb cbecke<l the 01·�, for Pa: 
-a ata;ong bteeze·.waa.blowing in thut dh"Cctlon, it might have 
epread ·11omo dtstan� ·down the river, and caused great loss· 

· (o those:behind \11, .... Good:feed is t•>o scarce to be dElstroycd,:
Ueiog; to winrlword we oould witness the sight m safety,-· 
· W:indsbip, ;of .the Mt. ,vashingtone, was bilten io the boot 
19 .. da-y.rby. ·a· :rattle&nakt" a but no harm wos done,-ex<'.('Pt to
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the 1nake. 1'bis la the third ·ca11e:or b(te1i. ·Au rattled ·t.a• 
tller •truck, and not before.. (My experience· wltb thelb 
baa led me ·to the cooclualon·tbat the ratLllog ts-the re1utt ofany a11dden motion· or emotion ; those I bive watched whlle'
gotug slowly .into coil ·to strike at me hi 11elt defemre ga,·e out 

· i10 sound; they did 'not form a flnt coil like the braids ot Q
. round,;braided mat, as seen in most ·i>ictu1·01,_but "1quatted'•

lnt.o a heap very much -as thi'ck syrup would heap as it runs
· from a faucet in very �old weather. The ·head would be a
little in front ot the apex of the heap and slightly r�ised, the
base of -the rattles on the ground just at the rear ede1e of the
. . 0 beapt and the slightJy raised rattles point to the rear. The·
stroke is by suddeoly stl·aightoniug o:it the whole body, and
the danger distance but slightly excJe<.li tbeir.Ieogth.) '.the·
otbe1· cases were those of Jacoh l\lorris, struck on bis boot.
as· be was riding along on bis mule; and another pe·rson who
st.epped upon one so nea\·. it� hend that it could only reach•
the toe of his boot. 'rhe man held it till others killed it.-=
M.ills, of the Mt. W ?,sbingtous lost a· fine horse early 011 the
tout.e· from a bite·, the leg swelling .to great size ana the·pain•
was so great that he was killed. In riding my little:m:ale J,
flq.d· ebe··does quit.e nicely when with other·animals-, but not
yet knowan·g ·tbe meaning of the 1·eins is' qnite headstrong
when away from tho tl'ain. · · . . . · · :· : · ·.._.:·su,nday, Jul!J 29.-Wos a su_cceseful day with ti,c hunters;
Fear or the fire hnd prob11.bly dl'iven ·the game toward· ··this:
point and: ·we were just in season ·to ftnd them h1 profusion;··. 
'!'hose· in camp heal'ing: the frequent discba1·ges of the gtt'ns·
hastened to share io the sport �lthougb Dr. Haynes was to�

· preach a sermon in the for�ooon. He'" gave up tbu hop�'· of.
_an audiettce·and taved his eerm·oh'for another. time.' Gee.Ee,'
pa·airie:fieos and dogs, rabbits·,' venison,:mountain sheep and
�et;garne were broughL int' At·�1icli times I ·was·io;v.uiably

l 
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1,ressed into the office ot cook for my own me11 and advl1or 
,to other cooks. Cook and eat was the order of the day.· I 
lillmg my hammock and slept In It at night. (I expected to 
flud trees to �ang it to while ln the, Rockies, but belie,·e that 
I nenr used it again, and soo� made it into pocking bags.) 
We fouo<l iee this morning that formed during the. night. 

Mcm.day, July 80.-Lni<l iu·camp that the anlmala might 
i,'Ct well reetelt. To•doy's buut b11s not been so successful 
.ae yesterday's although the. hunters took a wider range. Of 
our mess Williams brougbt·in nine prail'ie hens �nd a rabbit, 
:which with ·what the others brought in sufficed for. the six of 
as aft.er yest.erday's feast. In fact we roasted a good part 
·to ca1Ty with us. Capt. Thyng has concluded to keep up the
Sweetwater to its head and then strike across to the �nd
of Bear Rh•er in nearly a west e<•lirse. He thinks we can
gahl' ten days on the emigration as well as ftnd bett�r feed
and some game. He will be going over gl"oond familiar to
himself most of the way. We voted unanimously to follow
his l:ead. We learn that Capt. Duncan passed on his return
.vith the tour deserte1'8 in cha1·ge, haying captured them fifty
miles east ·of Ft. Bridger. He was alone when be came up
l'ith them at daylig.ht while they were nsleep. He secured
tbeir arms and then with bis revoh·ers pl'esented waked them
wlth an order to sunender.

Tuesday, 81Bt.-Broke camp at 8 A. M. Left the road
at a pqiut about ten miles to the southeasL of Paciftc Springs.
'l'h1-ee ot our mess were late and did not arrive till the word
was paH&ed to "Catch up l" \Vhile eating his dinner Childs'
mt1le started ahead with the train without her pock. •r,·ue
and I sent our pack mules ahead and n:mained in camp with
the pack till Childs could return with bis mule. Meantbr.e
we amused ourselves by shooting wolves which ffocked to the
-desHted cair,1> in considerable numbers. They bad a long
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make a ·"smudge••� keep them off. Jt was simply a flre S<> 
stifled as to cause a dense smoke, in which we were to alt. 
. 8ome of oar horse& understood it and came ·near to get the 

. l 

benefit aa well' as ourselves. We made aome other smudges 
fo1· their use, for which they seemed grateful. 

Suln�ay, July 8.-Packed· ,1p in tho afternoon and crossell 
Laramie Creek, u. cle11r, rapid stt-eam, thh1.y y11.nt1t wide and 
fordable. Turned ·up its further bank, po.seed the new.Fo1·t 
Laramie and camped two miles above in a grove of cotton• 
wood. The old f ot·t stands desea·ted, some distance down the 

. creek upon a barren epot and away ft·om wood and Vfater. 
It wae built by the fur traders seyeral years ago. Aftet· we 
had crossed the Laramie a high wind blew clonds ot sand 
directly into our faces with grent force, the particles feeling 
like so many ueedle poiots nnd nearly blinding us. We saw 
LarBmie Peak ·on ascending a ridge." It appenred to be fifty 
or sixty miles distant. We turned om· animals across the 

·. creek to some good graBB
y· Williama• mule got frightened

and would .not cross, and I swam across with o. ooil of l'Ope, 
in my ba.nd to haul her over, but bad eo,ne troub.le to 1-each. 
the other side' against the swift OUlTent, they not giving me· 

...,.;- rope fast enough- after my coll was exhausted. The officers· 
�f the fort tried to f1·igbten us away from tile good feed by1 

pretending we bad some U. S. mules in our train.
·• · Monday, July fJ.-Wl'()te· a letter home, to go by a pa·ivate ,

exp1·ess about to stB1·t for the settlements. · 
lVedne3clay, j,dy 11.-Have been in camp the past three 

da)'B to recruit our an_iritals a.nd. 1·e-nrrange packs. ,v e boy, 
·· bt·oke up some more trunks. Our mules are getting quite ·
.·. fntigt1cd, and some are completely WOl'D out. Childs, of.our

mess, has loet his riding animal ontt taken one of our pack 
·mules to ride. Hoyti•uined my rid IQ!! hru'!.e nnrl hru& l=u. ·
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