








Marking and Preservation Workshop Attracts 26

By David Welch
Chair, OCTA Mapping
and Marking Committee

Members of OCTA’s Mapping
and Marking Committee, and
staff of the National Park
Service (NPS), Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and
University of Utah met in Salt
Lake City from October 30
through November 1 to plan
mapping activities and an update
to the OCTA’s Mapping Emigrant
Trails Manual.

Thirty-eight individuals
participated in the three-day
workshop led by Dave Welch
(OCTA) and John Cannella (NPS).
Aaron Mahr, superintendent of
the National Trails Intermountain
Region Office in Santa Fe, also
participated in the sessions.
Funding for the workshop was
provided by the NPS through a
task on the cooperative agreement
with OCTA and OCTA’s Loomis
Preservation Fund.

Highlights included presentations
by the NPS on their trail mapping
program and associated resources,
an overview of the current MET
Manual by Don Buck, one of the
manual’s principal authors, and
a discussion of the use of Terrain
Navigator Pro mapping software
by Stafford Hazelett and John
Winner. Winner also presented
a description of the California-
Nevada chapter’s guide “Planning
and Executing a Mapping
Project.” Ron Hall described the
many capabilities of Google Earth.

The BLM was represented by
Ray Kelsey, a recreational planner
in the BLM Salt Lake City Office.
He described two new manuals
that the BLM has published
describing their management
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approach for historic trails. The
manuals (NSHT Administrative
Manual 6250 and NSHT
Management Manual 6280) are
a significant step forward in the
BLM’s management of trails and
their setting. The manuals may
be viewed and downloaded at
the Google workshop site noted
below.

OCTA’s mapping committee has
been working with the NPS to
determine the status of mapping
activities across the trails. The
NPS provided a summary map
that illustrates which USGS 7.5
minute quads have been mapped
to MET standard. Conversely,
it may be used to identify areas
where mapping is needed.

OCTA also maintains an
inventory of completed maps.
Copies are at the NPS Salt Lake
City Office and the Mattes
Library in Independence, MO.
Please contact Dave Welch at
welchdj@comcast.net for further
information.

A central issue of the meeting
was the how to handle sensitive
trail-related information.
Sensitive information in this
context is historic and prehistoric
archaeological information. It was
agreed that in most cases the trail
location and condition did not
fall under these constraints, but
artifacts associated with the trail
do.

OCTA’s existing archaeological
policy with respect to this issue
was discussed and confirmed. It
was noted that OCTA members
who are using metal detectors to
find artifacts have been following
that policy, the main feature
of which is the prohibition of
removing artifacts from the
trail. All such activities must be
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conducted under the supervision
of a professional archacologist.

The last day focused on
organizing the update of the MET
Manual. The effort was divided
into three pieces: (1) the core text
of the manual, (2) old material
that may be deleted or modified,
and (3) new material, In the latter
category are descriptive material
on GPS units and mapping
software.

Another new item will be a
“how to” guide based upon the
CA-NYV chapter’s “Planning and
Executing a Mapping Project.”
The goal is have most of the
revision completed by February
1, 2013. The changes to the core
text and basic MET methodology
will be minor. There will be some
refinement, but no major changes.

Workshop presentation materials
are available at

https://sites.google.com/site/
oregoncaliforniatrail/home/salt-
lake-workshop.

Other reference material like
the existing MET Manual is
available at OCTA’s website www.
octa-trails.org in the preservation
section.

Looking for a New Book?
Our Facey are Westward

Available at the OCTA
Store

www.octa-trails.org
888-811-6282



OCTA to Meet at End of the Oregon Tralil

By Jim Tompkins
Convention Chair

Emigrants did not come to
the Oregon Country just to
seek a quick profit then return
home. They came here to live
out the rest of their lives with
their families and to produce the
necessary comforts to make this as
productive as possible.

The day their covered wagons
reached the end of the marked
trail—whether it was in Portland
on the River Route, in Oregon
City on the Barlow Road, in Fort
Steilacoom on the Naches Pass
Trail or Cowtlitz Trail, or in the
Willamette Valley on the Free
Emigrant Road or Applegate
Trail—was not just the end of the
trail to the emigrants. It was also
the beginning of the rest of their
lives.

Those Oregon Trail emigrants
needed to move forward and
establish a farm or a business.
They needed to build a house
or a store and start or continue
a family. They also founded
communities and cities,
established or strengthened
governments, and began what is
today our heritage.

During the last full week of July
2013, OCTA will hold its 31st
annual convention in Oregon City,
OR, hosted by Northwest Chapter.
The theme will be “End of the
Trail and Beyond.”

Emphasis will be on the last
segments of the main trail—the
River Route and the Barlow
Road; Oregon City—the official
End of the Oregon Trail; and the
Willamette Valley—where the
“bevond” of the emigrants® lives
started.

from historic roses to historic
cemeteries.

We cannot guarantee the
weather, but July in Oregon City
is usually nice—not too cold
(usually in the low 80s) and not
too wet (usually about an hour of
drizzle a week).

We can guarantee you will see
friends. We also guarantee that
you will have the opportunity to
have a good time, see new places,
and learn new things.

For more information visit our
website: http.//www.octa-trails.
org/chapters/northwest/news
read php?newsid=145

There will be many of the
usual activities OCTA has come
to expect from conventions —
speakers, workshops, field trips,
the book room, entertainers,
music, and the banquet. There will
be an authors’ night, luncheons,
an auction and raffle, chapter
meetings, as well as pre and post
convention tours. This year there
will be a living history night .
featuring local reenactors. The
usual end-of-convention BBQ
will be a salmon bake at the Big
Wagons. And, a new event this
year is a heritage fair offering
opportunities to learn about
all aspects of heritage, from
genealogy to living history, and

Auction ltems, Volunteers Needed

The OCTA 2013 Convention will be held in Oregon City, OR, the
week of July 22, 2013. (Yes, July)

Again this year there will be a raffle, silent auction, and live auction.
The experienced auctioneer will select the few items for the live action.
As coordinators for these events, we are seeking donations of various
items or opportunities of interest to OCTA people.

These might be wearables, housegoods, books, a vacation weekend—
anything that might be related to the trail or general history. Your large
or small donation is welcome.

Please contact us if you’d like to donate auction items, and please
support these events next July!

Also we welcome volunteers for the convention, to help staff the
silent-auction room and to sell raffle tickets.

Tuck and Kay Forsythe

OCTA Auction Coordinators July 2013
701 E. First Avenue

P O Box 1299 (mail address)
Ellensburg, WA, 98926
forsythe@fairpoint.net

509-925-2356

509-899-1343

News From the Plains 5









Annual Appeal Now Underway

By Kathy Conway
Headquarters Manager

Contributions for the annual
campaign are steadily coming in.
Our goal this year is $20,000. So
far, we have collected over $6,000.
Listed below are the names of
contributors. We truly appreciate
their generosity. If you haven’t
contributed yet, there is still time
to make a difference. Please mail
your check to OCTA, PO Box
1019, Independence, MO 64051
or you may donate directly by
visiting our website www.octa-
trails.org.

The following members
contributed:

Harry Abraham
Dr. Jay A. Aldous
LaVon Allen
Jim Allison
Lorraine Bennett
Janet F. Boom
Kelly Breen
Dr Bonnie Breen-Wagner
Ray Brubaker
Glenn and Peggy Calhoun
Linda J. Cook
Dr. Robert Corder Jr.
Arthur and Nancy Costa
Robert R. Coward
Dr. Howard Cramer
Raymond and Maura Egan
Donald Enneking
Peg Espy
John Flasch
Curtis and Nancy Grant
Carol Guthrie
Theodore Heil
James B. Herring

Cheryl and Gil Hoffman
Chuck Hornbuckle
Art and Kathy Iworsley
Polly N. Kennison
Dr. Philip S. King
Carol Koroghlanian
Mackay Kelso Locke
Francis A. Madsen Jr.
Bill Martin
Don McCarter
Carole McClelian
Tom McCutcheon
Amy Murphy
Dick and Ruby Nelson
David Newberry
Richard Norris
NW OCTA Chapter
Mary Olch
Keith A. Palmquist
Judson Parsons & Diana Gardener
Stephen Pauley
Jerry and Sue Peppers
William and Carol Quist
Brooks Ragen
Ellen V. Rosa
Joe Rowan
Raymond E. Schoch
Bernadine Scoles
Marley Shurtleff
Harry Smith
Bill Speiden
Dr. Jay Stovall
Fran Sumberg
Gene Thompson
Richard L. Trevallee
Richard and Anne Trussell
Linda Turner
Harold and Marge Waitman
Gil and Mary Ward
David and Wendy Welch
Nelson S. Weller
Mary Ellen West
John and Susie Winner
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OCTA Members win
Writing Recognition

Patricia Etter won the first
place Coke Wood award from
Westerners International for the
best article published in a journal
by a Westerner. Her article, “Son
of Sacagawea on the Southern
Trail,” was published in Overland
Journal, volume 29 (Fall
2011):120-129,

Etter recently created a website
that annotates all her publications
dealing with southern route travel
and includes photographs for
each article. In addition there
is an annotated supplemental
bibliography on southern route
trails, which is also illustrated, a
map, and other links of interest.

Because OCTA members
might be interested, we include
the link to the site here: Attp:/
patriciaettersouthwest.com,

Candy Moulton won the 2012
Caroline Bancroft History Award,
from the Denver Public Library/
Western Research Division given
for “Best Book of the Year”
for her biography Valentine T.
MecGillycuddy: Army Surgeon,
Agent to the Sioux. The Arthur
H. Clark Company published the
book.

MecGillycuddy was the finalist for
the 2012 Barbara Sudler Award,
also given by the DPL for a book
of Western history written by a
womarn.

The Bancroft Prize includes a
$3,000 cash award. In addition
to her work as editor of News
From the Plains, Moulton is the
Executive Director of Western
Writers of America.









OREGON CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION
In partnership with the Arizona History Museum

MID-YEAR NATIONAL BOARD MEETING and
SOUTHERN TRAILS CHAPTER SYMPOSIUM
MARCH 14-16, 2013 Tucson, Arizona

“Historic Trails Across The Southern United States”

The Arizona History Museum is the symposium headquarters and is located next to the University of Arizona in
downtown Tucson. Parking is one block west of the museum in the Arizona Historical Society garage at the northeast
corner of E. 2nd Street and N. Euclid Avenue. Use the E. 2nd Street entrance to the parking garage. Parking is free for
museum visitors (validated in the museum).

There are two hotels within walking distance of the museum. The Marriott is right across the street and can be reached
at (520) 882-4100. The Peppertree B and B Inn is three blocks to the west at 724 E University Blvd. and can be reached
at (520) 622-7167. The Best Western is less than a mile to the west at 1015 N. Stone Ave. and can be reached at (800)
780-7234.

If you plan to go on the optional tours, be sure to bring hats, windbreakers, and sunscreen. If you go on the South Tour
and want to go into Mexico, be sure to bring a valid passport.

Thursday March 14, 2013:

8 AM - 4 PM: Registration, Lobby

8 AM - 4 PM: OCTA National Board, Arizona History Museum Board Room

9:00 AM: Opening ceremonies, Arizona History Museum Auditorium
Introduction of guests and partnering societies and agencies

9:15 AM: OCTA Film “Saving A Legacy”

10:15 AM: Break

10:30 AM: David Miller, “Southern Trails From Fort Smith, Arkansas™

12:00 PM: Lunch on your own. [Many restaurants within walking distance]

1:00 PM: Tom Sutak, “Cooke’s Wagon Road Through New Mexico & Arizona”

2:00 PM: Carolyn O’Bagy Davis, “Fourth Wife: Polygamy & Revolution™

3-4:30PM: Museum Tour and Book Signing

6:00 PM: Dinner on your own

Friday March 15, 2013:

8 AM — 4 PM: Registration, Lobby

9:00 AM: Keynote speaker Andrew J. Masich, CEQ and President of the Senator John Heinz History
Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. “Guarding the Southern Trail: General Carleton and the

California Volunteers”

10:00 AM: Break

10:15 AM: Michael Landon, “Overland Routes in the Southern Half of the United States: Sources in the

LDS Church History Library”
11:15 AM Patricia Etter, “The Elephant in the Canyon”
12:00 PM Lunch on your own

1:00 PM Tom Jonas, “Kearny’s March to California”

2:00 PM Cecilia Bell, “Butterfield Overland Mail — First Woman Driver”

3:00 PM Break

3:30PM “Juan Bautista de Anza Emigrant Trail,” presented by the National Park Service

4:30 PM Authors Book Signing and Meet the Presenters
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Saturday March 16, 2013;
TOURS

Tour A — South. The Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail, an NPS Millennium Trail. Travel along
the Santa Cruz River; route of the Juan Bautista de Anza expedition (1775-76) and later California gold seeker
emigrant route. On-site presentations and guided tours.

1. San Xavier del Bac Mission (“White Dove of the Desert™)

2, Pima County’s historic Canoa Ranch, ruins, and present day working ranch, (The only Spanish land grant
in the Santa Cruz Valley.)

3, Tubac Presidio State Historic Park (1752). Arizona’s first state park. The largest and best preserved 18th
century Spanish Presidio (fort) in the world.

4. Tumacacori Mission National Historic Park. Father Kino established Tumacdcori as a mission in January
1691, making it the oldest mission site in what is now Arizona.

Both parks have restored ruins, museum, and restrooms facilities.

NOTE A level four-mlle hlklng path along the Anza trall connects these two parks The hike is optmnal lege

Tour B — East. (Some Hiking/walking)

1. Gold Secker Emigrant Route

2. Butterfield Overland Mail and Stage Route

% Historic Apache Spring and Fort Bowie
(Guided by our Southern Trail Chapter “Trail Turtles™)

Highlights will include:

L. Apache Pass

2 Butterfield Overland Mail and Stage Station and route observing the traces

3. Hike to the famous Apache Spring

4. Fort Bowie National Historic Site (1864).Walk the grounds of the extensive fort ruins and post

cemetery, and visit the museum. (Shuttle will also be available for non-hikers.)

The Fort Bowie museum contains one of the remaining working heliographs, a military communication system
stretching from eastern New Mexico through southern Arizona and northwest to Prescott.

Additional presentations and participation by the NPS staif.

All Gourmet Wraps include lettuce, tomato, Cheddar and Jack Cheeses, and a Mild Chipotle Aioli.

Your choices are:

1. Southwest Chicken Wrap: Roasted Red Peppers, Avocado, and Ranch Dressing

2. Cobb Wrap: Bacon, Avocado, Chopped Egg, and Bleu Cheese Dressing

3. Gourmet Veggie Wrap: Portabella Mushroom, Cucumber, Sprouts, Egg, Cheese, & Roasted Red Peppers

Box lunches also include Southwest coleslaw, chips, dessert, fruit, and drink.
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Busy Fall With Projects, Awards, and Elections

By A. Oscar Olson

We have had a busy fall here
at Utah Crossroads including
fall socials, catered BBQs, work
parties, a field trip, and election of
new leadership. Our president is
Gar Elison and our vice president
is Terry Welch.

We held a BBQ Fall Social on
Sept.8 at Fort Douglas Museum
where John Eldredge spoke on
his discovery in Wyoming of
the “Roy Rock.” In the 1990s
John was exploring western
Wyoming for pioneer trails when
he happened onto a rock on top of
a hill inscribed “Roy-Died-1814.”
He was able to research this fur
trade era story and found out who
“Roy” was.

For our fall field trip in
September, we gathered at Twin
Springs, ID, for a day trip on
the western end of the Hudspeth
Cutoff, to the trails junction near
Malta, ID. It was led by Gar
Elison. We had nearly 30 members
attend this tour including Doug
Jensen, Jerry Eichhorst, and other
member of the Idaho Chapter.

On Oct. 6, we had a work day
at Donner Springs, undertaking
general maintenance and fence
oiling.

We held a leadership meeting
Nov. 2, where we discussed plans
for 2013, our T-rail project, by-
laws, and upcoming awards and
elections. President T. Michael
Smith presided over the meeting.
At the fall-winter membership
meeting on Nov. 8, we held
elections. In addition to Elison
and Welch as the new president
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and vice president, we elected
Drew Wanosik as treasurer. Craig
Fuller will serve another term as
secretary.

Many well deserved awards
were also given out this year.
Jesse Petersen eamed “Special
Recognition” for his work on the
Central Overland Trail. Others
to get awards were Gar Elison,
T. Michael Smith, Oscar Olson,
Linda Turner, E. Leo Lyman, Al
Mulder, Roy Tea, Victor Heath,
John Eldredge, Drew Wanosik,
Craig Fuller, Joseph Liddell,
Kathy Franzwa, Chuck Milliken,
Ouida Blanthorn, Bryce Billings,
and Ray Kelsey.

Our speaker for the evening was
Dr. E. Leo Lyman, who sopke
about the southern trails in Utah
and the relationa beween the
settlers and the Indians, mostly
Southern Paiutes. Ray Kelsey
from the BLM spoke briefly about
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the possible potash mining near
Donner Spring and along the
California Historic Trail. Some
consider this area a most important
California Trail viewshed with

its major National Historic Trail
significance.

Jesse Petersen has a new book
out on the diaries and journals of
emigrants who used the Central
Overland Trail.

T. Michael Smith has done
much in the last two years as
chapter president and preservation
officer. He’s written reports, done
endless hours of research, and
addressed concerns regarding
at least five major projects that
are putting our trails in jeopardy
here in Utah. As a knowledgeable
Mountain Meadows historian
and professional archaeologist,
his efforts are being studied and
analyzed to this day.

Chapter Maps Trail, Cleans Fernley Swales

By John Winner
Chapter President

Members of the CA-NV
Chapter wrapped up another year
of active mapping of the Emigrant
Trails. Many of the mapping
teams surveyed the year’s
accomplishments with year-end
potlucks or other social gatherings
and began making plans for
2013. Work plans and dates for
2013 will soon be posted on the
chapter website. We encourage
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more chapter members to join the
fun either through field activities
or assisiing in data coilection and
research activities.
Staff from the Plumas
National Forest, Forest Service
Archeologist Dan Elliott, and
Plumas County Museum Director
Scott Lawson showed their
appreciation for all of the chapter
volunteer efforts and mapping
skiils by giving each OCTA
participant a coffee mug.
Continued on Next Page












Preserve A Legacy

By Bill Martin

There’s a difference between
what is on your list of New Year’s
resolutions and what should be
on your list. Number one for
most people is “lose weight, get
in shape” (which coincidentally
is the most frequently broken
resolution). But the New Year
should also trigger you to think
about something just as important
— writing a last will and testament.

Surprisingly, more than half
of all Americans do not have a
valid will in place. And when
you pass away without a will, the
government takes a leading role in
determining how your assets are
distributed. That’s not a pleasant
alternative. Of course, if you want
to make sure you are remembered
by your family, try dying without
a will. They’ll have lots of things
to say about you!

Writing a will is not a
complicated task for most people.
It’s always a good idea to get an
attorney involved, especially if
you have a large or complicated
estate, But for most of us of
modest means, a will doesn’t
have to be a detailed legal
document. Almost every nonprofit
organization can give you the
information you need to get
started.

I came across a survey recently
in which people were asked what
they might change if they had
their lives to live over again. Some
people said they would eat more
ice cream and less yogurt. Others
said they would work harder on
family relationships. And still
others, maybe those of us whose
hay is nearly all in the barn, said
they would pay more attention to
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how they want to be remembered.
In other words, what do they want
their legacy to be?

The opportunity to leave a
legacy on the trails we love is
why OCTA established the “Trails
Legacy Society.” The Legacy
Society is designed to encourage
supporters and donors to leave a
bequest to OCTA in their wills,
with funds designated for OCTA
Endowments.

It’s an easy way to help preserve
the trails for future generations.
After all, the trails depend on you
now, but what will happen to them
when you and other members
of today’s greatest generation of
preservationists is gone. Through
the Trails Legacy Society, 100
years from now you can still be
saving the trails.

Remember, the size of your gift
isn’t important. The important
thing is that you can make a
difference in trails preservation
that will last beyond your lifetime.

As a member of the OCTA
Trails Legacy Society you will
receive a special Trails Legacy
Society pin. In addition, your
name {with your permission)
will be printed annually in the
Overland Journal. Plans are being
made to display the names of
Society members in an appropriate
manner at OCTA headquarters and
new members will be recognized
each year during the annual
convention. Importantly, it will
give OCTA a chance to thank
you during your lifetime for your
generosity.

To learn more about the Trails
Legacy Society, visit www.octa-
trails.org and click on the Trails
Legacy Society link on the left
side of the home page.
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While bequests constitute 80 to
90 percent of all gifts from estates,
“planned giving” professionals
deal in products such as gift
annuities and charitable trusts,
some of which offer income
during your lifetime with a gift
to a designated charity upon your
passing. Those interested in more
sophisticated planned gifts should
contact their financial advisors.
Upon request, we can put them
in touch with the Greater Kansas
City Community Foundation,
which manages our endowments
and has a full team of professional
gift planners.

_ NEWMEMBERS___

Thomas G Alexander, Provo, UT

Zonna Barnes, SWCA Environmental
Consultants, Broomfield, CO

Jim & Diane Beason, Elk City, KS

Terry Bennett, Layton, UT

Martha Cieglo, Vancouver, WA

Dick Cochran, Grants, NM

Pam Demo, Boise, ID

Steven M Fountain, Washington State
University-Dept of History,
Vancouver, WA

Amy Butler Ghozeil, Corvallis, OR

James Gibbs, Cedar Rapids, 1A

Walt & Margaret Hauter, Daly City, CA

Ken & Pat Heck, Keedysviile, MD

Nancy Hevly, Seattle, WA

Doug Hocking, Sierra Vista, AZ

Thomas Hoffman, Grand Junction, CO

Al Klem, Quincy, CA

Kevin Krahenbuhl, Sioux Falls, SD

Kent Malan, Far West, UT

Bruce McAllister, Boulder, CO

Marcelle Rice, Janesville, CA

Scott Rohrs, Ram Rod/Western Trails
Association, Napa, CA

Arloha L Scriver, Spokane, WA

Timothy Von Flue, Lake Oswego, OR











