





Fall 2006 News From the Plains

Changes in Congress May Affect Trails Legislation

Bill and Jeanne Watson
Trails Liaison Co-Chairs

The Four Trails Studies of
Additional Routes Authorization
bill died when the final session of
the 109th Congress ended in early
December. By press time, Congress
also had failed to pass the budget
for Fiscal Year 2007, which began
October 1. That means our National
Park Service partners continue to
operate at a budget rate less than
2006.

By the time you read this article, in
each House or Senate Committee and
Subcommittee the former majority

and minority staff will swap offices
but keep their old telephone
numbers.

Harry Reid, the new Senate
Majority Leader, and Nancy Pelosi,
new House Speaker, were expected
to announce their Committee Chairs
for the 110th Congress in December
while the new Minority leadership
also was expected to announce new
Committee Ranking Members. Each
Committee Chair controls which legi-
slation or funding authorizations are
considered. The new Senate Majority
Leader and the House Speaker
control the schedule for bills coming
to the floor for vote. These major

Congressional leadership changes
are the reverse of what occurred
in 1995.

Trail Advocacy Week is in mid-
February 2007 and we are delighted
that Vern and Carol Osborne will be
joining us for those “Hike The Hill”
activities. We hope to determine then
how receptive the new Congress is
to the re-introduction of our Four
Trails Additional Routes Studies
Authorization legislation and to
line-up sponsors. There is a lot of
work for the four of us, but we hope
to have some answers for the OCTA
Mid-Year Board meeting.

Trails Volunteer Time & Expense Report

Date Trail Activity

Year 2007

Volunteer Hours

Related Expenses  Miles
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