























News From the P&m
Award Nominations

. Land Management.

1993 - Richard Ackerman,

1994 - Jim Budde, Betty Lee and Rose Ann Tompkins.

1995 - Randy Brown and Robert Berry.

1996 - Andy and Joanne Hammond, Susan Badger Doyle and
B urlington Northern Railroad.

1997 - Al Mulder and William Hill.

1998 - Charles Dodd, Kathy Roubal, James Renner, Marv

Ross
Trail Band, Joyce Hunsaker and Tamastslikt Cultural
Institute.

1999 - Bill & Shann Rupp.

2000 - John Leamon and Craig Crease,

200! - Bill & Jeanne Watson and Lee Underbrink.

2002 - Charles Martin Jr.

2003 - Ross Marshall.

2004 - David Welch.

Distinguished Volunteer:

1990 - Elaine McNabney.

1991 - Kathy Roubal.

1992 - Bill & Shann Rupp.

1993 - Chuck Dodd.

1994 - Vernon Gorzitze.

1995 - None.

1996 - None.

1997 - Lesley Wischmann.

1998 - Dr. Robert Wier.

1999 - Mary Mueller.

2000 - Ruth Anderson.

2001 - Judy Budde.

2002 - Dave Hollecker.

2003 - Barbara & Bob Kabel and Mark Wheeler.

2004 - Chuck Hornbuckle and OCTA’s Western Library
Committee (Dick Davis, Don Buck, Dick Brock, Tom Hunt
and Charlie Little).

Distinguished Service:

1999 - Carrie Smith, Gerry Gates & Surprise Field Office,
BLM.

2000 - John Mark Lambertson and Kansas City Historic
Trails Assoc.

2001 - None.

2002 - Peggy McGuckian, Susan Lynn and Gary Bowyer

2003 - Joe Kabel, Jere Krakow and Terry Del Bene.

2004 - Ken Dauble and Oregon Historic Trail Advisory
Council.

Friend of the Trail: (Note that until 1990 this award was

called Rancher of the Year)

1985 - Stella Hammett (Kans.}), Ivor Dilke (Neb.), Rudy &
Ruth Chesnovar (Wyo.) and Homer & Kay Abell ( Ore.).

1986 - Dwight Ewing (Neb.) and Marvis Applequist (Wyo.).

1987 - Bernard Sun {(Wyo.), Robert Ward (Id.), Mr. & Mirs.
David Bagley (Ut.} and George Dein (Nebr.).

7988 - Donald Willsey (Kans.), Krebs Ranches (Ore.) and
Chester & Bill Frederick (Wyo.).

1989 - Paul & Ruby Tschirky (Calif.), Herb & Mary Allen
(Id.), Neal & Leona Ambrose (Id.}, Bill & Edna Barber

(Wyo.) and Jim & Betty Sudbeck (Kans.).

1990 - Don & Jean Rowlett (Ore.) and Louis Schumacher
(Mo.).

1991 - Ray Bedke (Id.).

1992 - James Gould (Calif.}, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Osler
Family (Neb.), Freed-Robinson Partners (Ut.) and John &
Leonard Hay Families (Wyo).

1993 - Lyle & Carol Woodbury (Id.), Steve & Susan Cory
(Ore.), Peter & Jeanne Maher (Wyo.) and Wayne & Mae
Koch (Neb.).

1994 - Les Broadie (Id.), Mr. & Mrs. David Gage (Kans.),
Mz, & Mrs. John Gage (Kans.), Joseph Ray Broadbent JIr.

{Wyo.) and Joseph Siddoway Broadbent (Wyo.).
1995 - Steve Percy (Id.), Joe & Dianne Jeffrey (Nebr.), Pete
& Faye Gaines (N. Mex.) And Edwin Boddye Family
{Neb.).

1996 - Maggie Creek Ranches (Nev.) and Vernon
Bomgardner (Wyo.).

1997 - Gerald & Patricia Mick (Neb.)

1998 - Rachael Huninghake (Kans.) and Gerald Swaggart
(Ore.).

1999 - Marion & Scott Bradley (Kans.) and William Tompson
Family (Calif.).

2000 - Marc & Helen Vering (Kans.)

2001 - Norman & Gaynell Park (Wyo.), Elvin & Shirley

Holle (Kans.) and Audubon Spring Creek Prairie (Neb.).

2002 - Art & Lorene Pacha (Kans.)

2003 - Jim Tessendorf (Kans.) and Pat & Alicia Keegan
(Kans.).

2004 - Rex & Loleta Morton (Kans.), William Johnson (Ore.)

and Larry & Corrine Lindsay (Ore.).

National Certificates of Appreciation:

1997 - Pat Reuy.

1992 - Doris Dart.

1993 - Ross Marshall, Sally True and Casper Star-Tribune.

1994 - Tom Bell & Peter DeLafosse.

1995 - Cong. Doug Bereuter and Lois Daniel.

1996 - Will Bagley and Placer Dome US, Inc.

1997 - Lyn Ryder, Dr. Robert Wier and Olive Donaldson.

1998 - William White and Walt Tegge.

1999 - Larry Ludwig, Kassidy & Gena Falkenburg and U.S.
Postal Service.

2000 - Cave Spring Assoc., Friends of Rice-Tremonti Home,
Walter Cook, Westport Historical Society, Kans. City
Parks & Recreation, City of Westwood, Tom Laidlaw,
Charles Goslin, Gail Carbiener, Trails Head Chapter and
Ross Marshall.

2001 - Marilyn Holt, Ron Lund and Edna Kennell.

2002 - Pat Loomis.

2003 - Ernie & Della White, Glen Larson, and Verne
Osborne.

2004 - Dave Hollecker and Fred Dykes.

Young OCTAN Award:
2003 - Skylar German and Kiera Keegan,

2004 - Ryan Marshall.

Winter 2005 Page 9



News From e Dlsins

Nominate for Outstanding Educator Awards

By Bill Hill
Education Committee Chair

WANTED - Educators deserving of praise and
recognition. If you know of a teacher or museum
program that has done a fine job of educating your
children or others, or the public, our program can
grant them the recognition they deserve. The
deadline for nominations for the 2005 Outstanding
Educator Awards is March 31, 2005. The awards
will be presented at the awards banquet during the
convention in August in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The awards program was designed to
recognize outstanding achievement in educating
students of all ages about the westward migrations
of the nineteenth century. Nominations are open to
any individual or team of individuals that has
contributed significantly to the education of

students. The work may reflect a complete unit or
special project within a unit or course. The work
must have been used during either the 2003-4 or
2004-5 school year.

The awards may be granted in five different
categories: elementary-primary/intermediate; middle
school/junior high; high school; post-secondary/
college/university or adult ed.; and museum/
institutional. Recipients will receive a $250
honorarium, a framed certificate, convention
registration, and room and board for the night of the
awards banquet.

For nomination forms or more information,
contact OCTA headquarters at P.O. Box 1019,
Independence, MO 64051, phone 816/252-2276; or
William E. Hill, OCTA Ed. Chair, 91 Wood Road,
Centereach, NY 11720, phone 631/585-2592; or the
local chapter presidents.

Friend of the Trail Recipient Honored Before Death

By Ken Martin
KANZA Chapter

Rex and Loleta Morton of rural Frankfort
received the Oregon-California Trails Association’s
‘Friends of the Trail’ award in Vancouver, WA,
during OCTA’s annual Convention in August 2004.

The KANZA Chapter of OCTA honored the
Mortons with a dinner and reception on October 10
at the City Hall in Marysville. Mr. Morton had been
hospitalized and was too weak to attend the
celebration. Mrs. Morton, their daughter Annette
Cline and her family, and many friends attended.

The Friends of the Trail award is given to
landowners who implement preservation practices
for protecting visible trail remnants or sites along
the National Historic Trails.

The Mortons own land in southern Marshall
County which has visible remnants of the trail, and
have allowed trail buffs access to their property.

Arleta Martin welcomed the Morton family and
their guest, and Don Cooper of Manhattan, led the
group in prayer.

Della White of Westmoreland presented the
Mortons with the Certificate they received from the
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National Organization and Jim Bradley of
Westmoreland presented them a plaque on behalf of
the KANZA Chapter.

Ken Martin displayed a map of the area where
the remnants are still visible and several pictures of
the area. He also displayed other trail related
materials.

The Morton property was shown in both OCTA
videos, “Saving a Legacy” in 2003 and “Across the
Kansas Prairie” in 2004. While walking in Morton’s
pasture several years ago, Jere Krakow made this
comment, “This is just like it was during the
migration, there is nothing modern to be seen.”

Two former awardees were present, Rachel
Hunninghake of rural Frankfort and Marian Bradley
of Westmoreland.

Rex Morton passed away on October 21 at the
Onaga Hospital in Onaga, KS. Funeral services
were held at the United Methodist Church in
Frankfort, KS, on Monday, October 25, 2004.

Rex lived on land where trail remnants are still
visible. He was buried at Antioch Cemetery, where
there are visible trail remnants. Rex has traveled the
ultimate trail and is at peace.















News From the Plaiss
Archaeologists Expand Excavations — Donner Family Camp

By Leslie R. Fryman
CA/NV Chapter Preservation Officer

The tragic story of the Donner Party and what it
endured during the winter of 1846-47 is one of the
most widely known and talked about events in
Western history. Its small collection of primary
accounts and reminiscences by survivors has been
followed by a maelstrom of folklore and conjecture,
as well as many varied efforts at scholarly
research and illumination of historical facts. In the
21st century, technological improvements in
archaeological method can be applied to help
differentiate fact from fiction, and reveal previously
unknown details of the events that took place during
that ill-fated winter in the Sierra Nevada.

The Alder Creek meadow is known by tradition
as the campsites of George and Jacob Donner and
their families. George Donner, his wife Tamsen and
five children were thought to have inhabited one
shelter around the base of a large tree in the meadow,
while Jacob, his wife Eliza and seven children
occupied a second shelter a short distance away. The
two family groups built constant fires for warmth,
cooking, and light. Before the last of four relief
parties arrived in April of 1847, seven people are
thought to have died at the Alder Creek camp of
exposure and/or starvation. After George Donner’s
death, Tamsen Donner left Alder Creek and moved to
the camp at Donner Lake, but died before the rescue
party reached her camp.

Archaeological fieldwork at the Alder Creek site
began in the late 1980s with Dr. Don Hardesty and
Dr. Susan Lindstrom’s research.

In 2003, the Alder Creek site was revisited, this
time by Dr. Julie Schablitsky of the University of
Oregon/Museum of Natural History and Dr. Kelly
Dixon of the University of Montana, in order to
retrieve additional data using a variety of new
technologies such as ground penetrating radar, and
forensic analyses like those applied in modern crime
investigations. Only a couple of excavation units
were opened during the short 2003 field season.
Typically, though, on the last day the team found the
ashy evidence of a fire hearth buried nearby, and
knew they had to return. Upon obtaining grant
funding, a two-weck excavation was planned for July
2004.

Luckily, because I was one of the volunteering

archaeologists in both 2003 and 2004, special
permission was granted for OCTA to have a two-day
“open house” to visit the site while work was in
progress.

Excavation work in 2004 focused on opening
units surrounding the one in which firepit ashes and
oxidized (burnt) soil were found the previous year.
When the first OCTA members toured the site on July
8, approximately six new units were opened and small
artifacts, including wagon hardware and bits of
emigrant-era ceramic dinnerware, were slowly being
exposed with brushes, point-mapped, photographed,
and removed to be placed into labeled bags. Tom Fee
and Ford and Elien Osborn arrived just as I
discovered an intact wagon staple in my own unit (the
largest artifact recovered), which caused considerably
more excitement among OCTA members than among
the archaeologists! Bob and Adrienne Dietrich also
visited the site July 8, a day rich in artifact
discoveries as several lead pellets (birdshot and
buckshot) and two button backings (made in London)
were also found.

OCTA members who visited the Alder Creek site
July 9 were Mary Mueller and Pat Loomis, Curtis
Grant and grandson Jacob, Tom and Dee Birch, Dave
Hollecker, and Norine and Robin Kimmy. No
spectacular finds were uncovered this day, but a lot of
dirt was moved and many more bone fragments
collected. Then, on Sunday, a small thin fire hearth
filled with ash, charcoal, bone and artifact fragments
was uncovered just south of the 2003 units. It turned
out to be the first of a series of campfire remains,
more or less connected over the space of a meter,
which may represent what Dr. Lindstrom has referred
to as “migrating hearths.”

The hearth features contained quantities of
crushed and burned food bone interspersed with early
emigrant-era household artifacts, causing great
excilement among the research team members. To
what types of mammals these bones belong will be the
primary subject of the forthcoming laboratory
analyses, and, as of yet, it is unknown whether or not
any of the bone is human. Other implications of this
year’s fieldwork, however, seem to favor the
probability that the archaeological remains in this
meadow are indeed associated with the Donner
campsite.

Eventually, all artifacts from the site will be
returned to the Tahoe National Forest for curation.
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