




















Unrelenting Pressure

and rampant expansion of oil and gas drilling
throughout Wyoming threatens trail resources on the
main trail corridor, the Overland Trail, the Sublette
Cutoff, and the Lander Road. While Dave Welch is
doing an admirable job trying to oversee these
developments, he receives precious little support. 1
watched in dismay as WY OCTA undercut Dave’s
efforts in their newsletter and elsewhere. Despite
OCTA’s claims to be dedicated to trail preservation
and the fact that local chapters are to operate under
the rubric of the national organization, I have seen
little evidence of national support for OCTA’s
National Preservation Officer against these
unwarranted attacks.

Most recently, I was appalled to read in the
Casper Star-Tribune that one of OCTA’s national
directors had suggested publicly that OCTA needed to
“pick one” of the Overland Trail routes for protection
while ignoring all alternatives. I also understand that,
at this same public meeting in Rawlins, the efforts of
the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office to
develop a multimedia website to educate the public
about the history of Wyoming’s trails were
denigrated, despite the fact that WY SHPO worked
closely with two long-term OCTA volunteers —
Randy Brown and myself — to develop this resource.
Seeing OCTA publicly undermine the efforts of WY
SHPO, which has the legal responsibility to protect
the historic integrity of the trails, further erodes my
confidence in OCTA’s stated commitment to trails
preservation.

Watching these developments over the last few
vears has caused me unspeakable heartache. For
several months last year, I worked closely with other
concerned OCTA members to attempt to develop a
plan to reverse these trends within the organization
that lias meant so much to me. Unfortunately, I
ultimately concluded that I no longer have the energy
or passion to work within OCTA to resolve these
problems. My years working within the organization
have taught me how adverse OCTA is to
confrontation or controversy. Seeing imminent threats
to the Wyoming trails, I doubt that they can await
OCTA’s internal reform. Without outspoken advocacy
now, the most spectacular ruts in the nation may be
permanently damaged and our descendants’

opportunity to study these trails confined to museums.

I cannot continue my membership because I am no
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longer willing to self-censor my speech and actions to
conform to OCTA’s public silence. I must free myself
of OCTA commitments so that when issues of
Wyoming trail preservation erupt again, as they
inevitably will, I will feel completely free to speak
out,

I have already communicated my intention to
leave my position as Internet Chair to the Vice
President so that he can make the necessary
arrangements. [ have also detailed specifics regarding
the website and mailing list to headquarters and have
offered whatever assistance I can provide in
facilitating the transfer of all responsibilities.

As I hope this letter illustrates, | have reached
my decision to terminate my OCTA membership only
after long and thoughtful consideration. It has been an
extraordinarily difficult decision that I deeply regret.
Nonetheless, I believe it is the only action I can take
in light of the situations detailed above. I wish OCTA
all the best and, should I see a renewed public
commitment to trails preservation in the future, I will
be delighted to rejoin.

Lesley Wischmann
Laramie, WY
lesleywisch@earthlink.net

Jere Krakow Receives Award

We extend our congratulations to Jere Krakow
on receiving the Department of Interior’s Honor
Award for Superior Service in November from his
new Regional Director Steve Martin, who has
replaced Karen Wade.

Support the OCTA
Bookstore
Browse the Bookstore

www,octa-trails. org

or Call 888/811-6282

10 percent Discount
for OCTA Members




News From the Dlaira

Nominations Open for OCTA Board

By Vern Gorzitze
OCTA Vice Presient

Nominations are now being accepted for
OCTA’s Board of Directors. Each year, the terms of
four of the twelve Directors expire. In 2004, terms
expire for James Denney, Edna Kennell, Bill Martin,
and Charles Martin Jr. Charles Martin will complete
two consecutive terms and is not eligible for
reelection.

Because all OCTA Directors serve at-large,
location of residence or chapter affiliation is not a
consideration. According to OCTA’s bylaws, all
current members are eligible to be nominated and any
current OCTA member may submit one or more
written nominations.

The following information must be submitted to
the Nominating and Leadership Committee before the
nomination can be considered:

* [nformation about the qualifications and
experience of the nominee and the extent to which he/
she has participated in the affairs of OCTA.

* A brief (about 100 word) statement on the
goals and objectives the nominee would like to see
OCTA accomplish during the next several years and
what the nominee could do to help the Association
reach those goals and objectives.

* A written endorsement from three (3) OCTA
members.

* A statement of willingness to actively serve,
if elected, signed by the nominee.

* Passport type photo of a quality suitable for
reproduction and printing.

Obviously, trail-related activities are a key
consideration for all nominees, but nomination of
persons with service on other association boards, or
with management and financial expertise, is
encouraged. Also, experience as an educator,
historian (amateur or professional), or researcher
should be noted. A demonstrated interest in all
Western trails and trail-related history is more
important than single trail or event expertise. To
assist the committee, submissions of a resume for
each nominee is encouraged.

Elected Board members are expected to attend
all Board meetings. A minimum of two (2) Board
meetings are held each year, one at the National
Convention and the other at OCTA headquarters in
Independence, Mo., or at a chapter sponsored site.
The Association may reimburse some travel expenses
connected with duties of the Board.

The deadline for receiving nominations is April
1, 2004. Nominations should be mailed to the
Nominating and Leadership Committee chair:

Ve Gorzitze

3026 Metropolitan Way

Salt Lake City, UT 84109-2238

Ballots will be mailed out about May 1, 2004.
If you have any questions, please contact Vern at
(801) 484-9623 or by e-mail to
<vergor@wasatchnet.net>. Committce members
include Kathy Conway and Jack Fletcher.

Awards Nominations Needed

By Jackie Lewen
Awards Chair

Nominations are now being solicited for OCTA
service awards and Friend of the Trail awards to be
presented at the August convention in Vancouver.

The success of OCTA is due to the many
dedicated volunteers who work to improve and
strengthen the organization, preserve existing trail
ruts and historic resources, and educate the public
about OCTA and America’s historic trails. OCTA’s
awards program is a small way to recognize and
thank these individuais for their dedication.

Your help is needed in this process. You are the
ones who recognize and nominate deserving
individuals or organizations for their untiring efforts
and many hours of service. Deadline to submit
nominations is June 1. Following are the awards
categories:

Meritorious Achievement Award - the highest
award OCTA can give to recognize long-term and
significant contributions to OCTA. Only members
can qualify for Meritorious Achievement.
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News From the Plaiss

2003-2004 Fund Raising Campaign Contributors

Acker, Roy and Ruby
Allen, Eva

Alvord, Lynne

Anderson, Ron

Anderson, Ralph K.
Arends, Billy Joe and Jacque
Barker, Norman J.
Berkenbush, Jo Ann
Bieber, William

Bolerjack, Joyce P.

Bolon, Victor
Brownell,Lloyd

Buss, Carol Ann

Bywater, John

Cahill, Mrs. John E.
Carbiener, Gail and Muriel
Carpenter,Estaline

Childs, Greg

Clark, Don

Coleman, George
Conrado, Paul A.

Costa, Nancy B. and Arthur
Coward, Robert R,

Crary Doug and Eloise
Dennpey James

Dove, Lois A.

Dragoo, Sandra Sue
Dyson, Lorraine
Eberhardt, Elmer and Betty
Epstein, Dr. Bonnie W.
Espy, Peg

Evanhoe, Bob and Sharon
Fishel, Dennis

German, Gene and Patsy
Gordon, Archie

Trail Funding

Secured
Continued from Page 20

During Advocacy Week
2003, we were told that trail
funds were extremely tight but we
explained how much had been
achieved by Trails Volunteers and
as you can see, OCTA’s work
with Advocacy Week 2003 and
the Partnership was quite
successful in obtaining additional
funding for our trails.
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Graham, Mariam G.
Grant, Curtis R. and Nancy
Green, Bucky

Grunland, Paul
Hammerness, Virginia
Haner, John and Norma
Harrison, Glenn and Carol
Homnbuckle, Chuck and Suzanne
Ivory-Carline, Carol
Iworsley, Art

Jackson, Joann and LeRoy
Jones, Robert H

Kabel, Barbara and Robert
Kaszuk, Caroline
Kawahara, Karl and Mae
Kelly, Barbara A

Kendig, Garth

Kennell, Edna and Jim
Kokinda, Ingrid

Krainz, Frances
Kvenvold, Kathleen
Laird, Richard J

Lamson, Baldwin and Ormie
Lapham, H. A. Harry
Leamon, Vera Jean

Lewis, Charles

Loomis, Patricia
MacDonald, Carl

March, Hugh and Carol
McCluskey, Clovis
McDannald, Vernon A.
Meredith, James L.
Meyer, Walter H.

Miller, Jennifer

Murray, Jim and Jeanne

Awards Nominations
Continued from Page 11

class project in such a manner
that is considered outstanding
and far above the typical field or
school project. The project may
also be an outstanding personal
endeavor undertaken on the
nominee’s own initiative. An
entire class or group of school
aged children may be nominated
as one aggregated nominee.
Qualifying standards would
include participation in OCTA

Nelson, Virginia
Nelson, Dick and Ruby
Nolan, Bill and Margie
Palmquist, Keith A.
Parks, M. Lethene
Parrish, George E.
Petrie, George and Jane
Pingrey, Richard
Ralston, R. W, .

Rhine, Jim

Ronk, Tom

Rossi, Louise Hammer
Saunders, William H.
Schulte, David L. and Anne
Scoles, Bernadine

Serr, Gene and Nancy
Sheik, Jim

Smith, Calvin L.
Speiden, Bill

Spomer, James and Carlene
Stephens, Wayne
Strong, David
Sumberg, Mort

Tapley, William C.
Taylor, Charley
Tompkins,Jim
Trevallee, Richard L.
Underbrink, Lee

Vixie, David

Weller, Nelson S.
Wentland, Dennis C.
White David A.
Whitworth, James P.
Wiechert, Sandra K. and Allen

meetings, outings, and/or work
projects over an extended period.
OCTA membership is not a
requirement.

Letters of nomination
should be sent to Jackie Lewin,
4715 Amazonia Road, St.
Joseph, Missouri 64505; e-mail
jlewin@magiccablepc.com.
Nominations should include
specific details as to why the
nominee deserves recognifion.











