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Marilyn Bryan Named 
OCT A Treasurer 

Marilyn Bryan of St. Joseph, MO, has agreed to accept the 
position of OCT A Treasurer for a two-year term. 

Bryan will succeed Gail Carbiener, whose term expired 
with the 2000 Convention. Jim Budde had served as interim 
treasurer until Bryan's appointment was announced. 

Bryan's nomination was approved in an e-mail vote of 
OCTA's Board ofDirectors. 

"We are very fortunate to have someone with Marilyn's 
qualifications," said OCTA President David Welch. "She has 
a strong business background that will be beneficial to contin­
ued improvement in our operational processes." 

Bryan has an extensive background in financial matters and 
was Vice President, Human Resources, for an international 
engineering and manufacturing firm prior to her retirement in 
1999. Welch noted her experience includes pension fund 
management, accounting and investment procedures, tax fil­
ings, budget management, inventory controls, payroll, em­
ployee relations, insurance, audits and reporting to a Board of 
Directors. 

"Marilyn lives in St. Joseph, so she will be able to visit the 
office as needed," Welch said. "However, I have asked 
Marilyn to focus on high level management issues and finan­
cial oversight, not day-to-day operations." 

Bryan has been a member of the Gateway Chapter and 
OCT A since 1992 and has attended all national conventions 
since she joined the organizations. 

"Although she admits she kept a very low profile," Welch 
noted, "she enjoyed the history of the trails without organiza­
tional politics. Who can fault that? Now she is willing to step 
forward to assume a major role in OCT A's future." 

Bryan, a former high school biology teacher, is a native of 
St. Joseph. She said her initial interest in the trails began with 
pioneering st'ories from her grandmothers, whose families 
lived along the St. Joe Road in Doniphan County, Kansas. 
She was led to OCT A because of her fondness for the diaries 
of pioneer women. - Bill Martin 

OCT A Membership 
Drive Underway 

By Don Popejoy 
Membership Chair 
As we start the year 2001, OCT A faces new challenges, 

new objectives, and new issues. But one challenge, objective, 
and issue that never goes away is that of membership. 

This is an important year for OCT A, especially in the mem­
bership area. So, to confront this "beast" head on, the Mem­
bership Committee would like to announce OCT A's First An­
nual Membership Drive. 

The Membership Drive will start January 1 and continue 
through June 30, 2001. As an incentive, we issue every mem­
ber a challenge - and offer a reward! 

During this six-month period, bring in three new members 
and receive from the OCTA bookstore your choice of the offi­
cial OCT A patch or both the OCT A decal and the OCT A 
bumper sticker. 

Sign up four to six new members and receive either the 
OCT A or Oregon Trail pin. 
If you bring in more than six new members, you get a 

choice of the William Henry Jackson prints of either Inde­
pendence Rock or Crossing the South Platte, plus either a pin 
or a patch. 

Also, everyone who meets these levels will get recognition 
in News From The Plains and at the 2001 convention in Cas­
per, Wyoming. For those who attend the convention you will 
receive a special sticker to put on your name tag. 
If you have an application form handy, fill it out with the 

new member(s) name, etc. If you don't have an application 
form, you can cut out the one on page 19 of this issue of the 
NFP (make as many copies as you need). 

Send all applications to me and be sure to sign your name so 
you get credit Please recruit for your chapter at the same time 
and remember that dues have gone up for National, effective 
January 1, 2001. 

The Membership Drive will be a fun challenge for you, will 
(continued on Page 10) 
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From the editor's OesK . . . ~ &i\\ Martin 

For the past few months, I've been "'Tit­
ing a family history for my children. It has 
answered some questions, while at the 
same time raising others, of course. As 
anyone who has ever delved into geneal­
ogy can attest, it can be both a rewarding 
and frustrating process. It is no wonder 
that such research requires one to wear a 

fairly constant look of either bemusement or bewilderment. 
Sometimes both. 

Much of my research has been aided by the availability of 
so much information on the internet. It has opened many 
doors and, in fact, allowed me to make contact with a slew of 
distant cousins with whom I share distant ancestors. 

I've learned a lot about my mother's ancestors who fol­
lowed Brigham Young into the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, 
the first arriving from Winter Quarters in 1848 and the last 
showing up 20 years later direct from England. You can't 
help but feel some pride when you learn of ancestors who 
were with the three wagon trains who arrived in Salt Lake in 
1848 and others who were in the very last group of wagons to 
follow the Mormon Trail before the Union Pacific was com­
pleted. Mixed with that pride, of course, is empathy for those 
who lost children and relatives and friends along the way. 
You feel closer to the Trail when you know that you not only 
have ancestors who were born on the banks of the Platte 
River, but others who are buried there. 

I've also learned a lot about my father's family, although 
none of them chose to follow the pioneer trails westward to 
California or Oregon- at least not until the 1920s. But those 

'5ubmi&&ion 6.uide\ines 

News From The Plains welGOmts news, featurH and 
photos relatw to the wor1' of DC.TA. 

and its members and to the prtservation 
of our trails heritage. 

Material is due ;o da1s prior to public.ation dates. 
Material i& btst sent either on a c.omputer disl:: 
(in Word or teit format; please mal::u sure 1ou 

lnc.lude a hard c.op,r) or via e-mail. 
'Pic.tures are apprec.iated and c.an be &ent 
via e - mail, on a dls1' (ip9 format) or 

original& for sc.anning. 

If 'fOU have an'{ questions, please c.al\ 

£ditor ~ill Martin at {,;12-) st,4-1312. 
or e-mail OC.TA.NPP8aol.c.om 

Ne-r.t Deadline ls Marc:.h I. 2.001 

who decided to move from relatively settled Virginia to the 
wilderness of Kentucky at the turn of the 18th century, and 
then a few years later moved across the Ohio River into 
barely populated Indiana, probably balanced the same hopes 
for the future against the anguish of irrevocable separation as 
did those who followed the Overland Trails. As one ancestor 
~Tote: "(I) felt it my duty to go, although it was a severe trial 
to me, in my feelings to leave the pleasing associations that I 
had formed, but my heart was fixed." 

Probably the most important discovery I've made, and the 
reason I would suggest genealogical research to everyone, is 
the opportunity to know multi-great-grandfathers and grand­
mothers as more than simply names in family records. I've 
discovered no famous relatives or important historical fig­
ures - nor, for that matter, did I find outlaws or particularly 
notorious characters. But I've found a multitude of those 
common people who, to paraphrase Lincoln, must have been 
loved by God because he made so many of them. And they 
were exactly the sort of individuals and families who arrived 
on American shores in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries and 
gradually spread their spirit, their individualism and their in­
dependence across the continent. In every sense of the word, 
they were pioneers - and I'm proud to be descended from 
them. You've got them in your family, too. Poke around 
enough and you'll find them. 

You'll note a somewhat different look for the News From 
The Plains. After three years, I decided it was time for a mod­
est "makeover." Hopefully it will meet with your approval. 
As always, your comments are appreciated. 
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From 1'1e 'President . . . b1 David \'Je.lc.h ~ 
As stated in our brochure, OCT A "... is dedicated to the 

preservation, appreciation and enjoyment of all the trans­
Mississippi migration trails to the West." The key word is, of 
course "preservation" since appreciation and enjoyment 
would be greatly reduced if all physical evidence were de­
stroyed either by natural or man-induced processes. 

Bui. io actively seek preservation inevitably brings us into 
conflict with property rights. The ultimate success of OCT A 
depends on our ability to strike a meaningful balance between 
these often conflicting priorities. 

Nowhere is this conflict more evident than in Wyoming. 
Wonderful stretches of near pristine trail extend across a land­
scape not unlike that seen by the emigrants. But underneath 
much of this land lies some of our nation's greatest energy 
resources. 

Disruption of the surface (i.e., desecration of the trails) can 
be a by-product of the exploitation of the resource. A radical 
approach would be to oppose all mining and exploration ac­
tivities. An equally radical approach would be for OCTA to 
do nothing. Historically OCT A has sought to work between 
these extremes. 

The Wyoming chapter has taken the lead in addressing 

Ne~s From Headquarters ... 

Happy New Year to the OCTA Membership from your 
Headquarters Staff in Independence. 

As I look out the window here, the snow swirls and blows 
from rooftops. The temperature hovers at eight degrees and, 
as the story goes, we could settle in for a long winter's nap. 

But, "not to worry", the Oregon-California Trails Associa­
tion is alive with activity. December found your OCT A staff 
busy filling book orders for the Holiday Season. We are de­
lighted to report it has been difficult keeping the books "in 
stock." We are pleased with the amount of orders and hope 
the new "look" of the catalog has helped increase sales. 

Elsewhere in the organization: 
Bob Clark of Spokane, WA now assumes editorship of the 

Overland Journal. The journal is now printed by Sigler Print­
ers of Ames, IA. 

President David Welch launched the 2000-2001 Fund Rais­
ing Campaign in November. Contributions are steady ... and 
the campaign is still on-going. If you haven't sent your dona­
tion, please do so as there is still time. 

John Krizek, our new Co-Chair of Public Relations, along 
with his committee, put together a quality-packed press kit. 
Included in the kit is information about the threat to the South 
Pass area by an exploratory natural gas well company. Dick 
Ackerman, our National Preservation Officer, monitors this 
situation. 

Membership Chair Don Popejoy and committee members 
have come up with a plan for a membership drive to begin 
this month through June of this year. Please consider our need 

problems in their area. One area of concern is the proposal to 
drill gas wells near the Dry Sandy Crossing, west of South 
Pass. The chapter is working with the BLM, Wyoming 
SHPO, the developer, and other preservation groups to make 
drilling unobtrusive, minimize road networks and assure res­
toration when work is complete. It is not anticipated that the 
wells will be long-term major producers. 

A second area of concern is the Devils Gate viewscape. Last 
summer, a gravel mine was proposed for the area. The pro­
posal was vigorously opposed by OCT A and others and was 
withdrawn. Since that time the chapter has moved aggres­
sively to obtain a special designation for the area as "rare and 
uncommon" that will provide increased long-term protection. 

The Wyoming Chapter is setting examples for all ofus. We 
can pursue our trail preservation goals while respecting the 
rights of others when they meet us part way. Sometimes we 
may need to take a firm stance, like the City of Rocks legal 
action, to achieve our primary goal, trail preservation. 

In the course of these actions we may disagree among our­
selves, but I hope these disagreements can be minimized. It 
would be nice if we could sit back and let the trail take care of 
itself, but I do not think that is possible. - Dave Welch 

b1 1'ath1 C.Onwa1 

to grow in numbers and bring in a new member. This will 
guarantee our organization's future and its preeminent goal of 
PRESERVATION. 

Bill Hill, Education Chair, mailed the "Outstanding Educa­
tor Award" announcement to hundreds of school administra­
tors and teachers. 

Marilyn Bryan of St. Joseph, Missouri agreed to join the 
National Officers of OCTA as Treasurer. We wish to wel­
come Marilyn and appreciate her desire to serve! 

John Mark Lambertson's article (in this issue) about 
OCT A's Lizzie Charlton diary will bring the membership up 
to date with details about this wonderful "find." 

Remember to shop for OCT A books and merchandise on­
line at www.OCTA-trails.org - you'll be glad you did! 
Questions about an order??? Call us toll-free· 888-811-6282. 

-- Kathy Conway, Headquarters Manager 

E-Mail Directory 
An e-mail directory of OCT A members will be available 

from headquarters in the near future. The directory will be 
distributed to other members when requested. If any mem­
ber does not wish to have his or her e-mail address listed, 
please let headquarters know. 

The e-mail directory will be governed by the same guide­
lines covering the existing OCT A roster. It is to be used for 
communications between members and not to be used for 
unsolicited mailing or sold as a mailing list. 
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No Appeal Expected In City of Rocks Court Case 
By David Welch 
OCTA President 
The Access Fund does not plan to appeal a federal judge's 

decision banning rock climbers on the Twin Sisters at the City 
of Rocks. Our long battle to preserve the Twin Sisters as a 
key element within the City of Rocks National Historic Pre­
serve has succeeded. 

\.Vhat have we achieved? While climbers will have access to 
many areas in the City of Rocks, the Twin Sisters will be off 
limits. They had previously agreed that climbing on Camp 
Rock would be banned due to the presence of many inscrip­
tions. It is my understanding that the NPS ( or Idaho State 
Parks, the operator) plans to remove campgrounds from the 
Twin Sisters area at some time in the future in order to return 
it to a more pristine state. Soon, it will be possible to view the 
Sisters much as the emigrant travelers did more than 150 
years ago. 

Thanks are due to OCTA's past preservation officer, Tom 
Hunt, and the current preservation officer, Dick Ackerman. 
The defense was encouraged by Tom and initiated and 
brought to a conclusion by Dick Ackerman. Over the years, 

OCTA's officers and the board of directors supported OCTA's 
frrst legal involvement with the commitment of substantial 
funds. On the legal side, we can thank Steve Corey, Pat Sulli­
van and Emil Berg for preparing the extensive paperwork. 
Emil \\Tote most of the filings and ably represented us at pro­
ceedings in Pocatello last year. 

On the NPS side we owe a debt of gratitude to Stephanie 
Toothman and Keith Dunbar in the NPS Seattle Office. The 
NPS' excellent attorney was Robert C. Grisham, Assistant 
United States Attorney, District of Idaho. Of course, their 
management supported them and that made success possible. 
Both Bob Grisham, and the magistrate who wrote the court 
decision, demonstrated empathy for and a will to protect a 
small portion of western history. We could not have done bet­
ter. 

While I do not wish to see OCTA become a litigious or­
ganization, it is important that in selected, important cases 
involving preservation of the trails and key related features 
that we be willing to pursue a court solution, if required. The 
City of Rocks case is a good example we can use in the fu­
ture. 

OCTA Raises Concerns About South Pass Gas Drilling 
OCTA has raised concerns about proposed natural gas ex­

ploration in Wyoming which could threaten the view from the 
Oregon Trail near South Pass. 

OCTA's Public Relations Committee issued a news release 
on the issue and the Associated Press picked up and elabo­
rated on the statements. 

"Plans for an exploratory natural gas well in the Dry Sandy 
area of Central Wyoming could lead to the permanent dese­
cration of historic South Pass," OCTA President David Welch 
said in the news release. 

"Along the entire 11,000 miles of the ).l'ational Historic 
Trails ... none are more exemplary and pristine than those in 
the areas threatened by this development. There are places 
out there where you can stand in trail ruts today and the view 
is exactly as the pioneers saw it 150 years ago." 

Wolverine Gas and Oil Corp. of Grand Rapid, Michigan, 
has proposed to sink five wells to look for gas. With the wells 
will come roads and, if gas is found, pipelines, the AP report 
noted. 

"We'd like to keep that viewshed right there the same," 
OCTA National Preservation Officer Dick Ackerman said in 
an AP interview. "It is a treasure for everyone in the Gnited 
States, not just people in the immediate area. It's something 
that should be preserved for everyone." 

Officials with the Bureau of Land Management and Wol­
verine Oil said there is no need to worry, according to the AP 
report, which was published in late November. 

BLM researchers have photographed the future well sites. 
By superimposing pictures of existing drilling sites, they are 
getting an idea of what the wells, roads and pipelines could 

look like from the trail, according to BLM spokesman Mike 
Brov.n. 

"We recognize their concerns and we're doing everything 
we can to meet those concerns," Brown told the AP. 

Richard Moritz, vice president of land for Wolverine, said 
the wells will be drilled at an angle to keep them as far from 
the trail as possible, a mile or two away. He also said the 
wells and related equipment could be painted in colors like 
the sagebrush landscape, hidden behind earthen beams or ob­
scured with camouflage netting. 

"Within reason, our goal is to work through the issue with 
the BLM, which in tum ... will bring in whatever other groups 
are necessary as part of the decision-making process," Moritz 
told the AP. 

"The main concern is there is this wonderful, pristine shrine 
to the American West. South Pass is where everybody went 
through," AP quoted OCT A Public Relations Chair John 
Krizek. 

The BLM manages South Pass and other public lands in 
southwest Wyoming. The region is valuable for its natural gas 
and upward of2,000 gas wells are planned in the Green River 
Basin west of South Pass, the BLM's Brown said. 

At the same time, South Pass is one of the most widely rec­
ognized emigrant trail landmarks and is designated a National 
Historic Monument. 

Ackerman said OCTA is not opposed to drilling for gas. 
"If there's a need for the energy, which we understand there 

is, we're all for it," he told the AP. "But we're also for saving 
some of this important heritage." 

- Bill Martin 
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Mid-Year Board Meeting 
Set For March 2-3 

The Mid-Year meeting of the Board of Directors of the Ore­
gon-California Trails Association will be held March 2-3 at 
OCTA headquarters in Independence, MO. 

A "workshop" session will be held on Friday, with the offi­
cial business of the Board to be conducted on Saturday. 
Agenda items are expected to include committee reports and 
updates on on-going OCTA programs. 

The meetings of the Board are open to all OCTA members. 
For details, contact OCTA headquarters. 

Trails Update Legislation 
Pending In Congress 

OCT A's Trails Liaison Committee is expecting that legisla­
tion authorizing an update of the National Historic Trails pro­
gram will be re-introduced in the new Congress in January. 

Efforts to pass the legislation, which could result in about 
6,000 miles of trails receiving National Historic Trails status, 
were not successful during the congressional session which 
adjourned in December. 

Trails Liaison Chairs Bill and Jeanne Watson said they had 
received assurances from Congressman Doug Bereuter of Ne­
braska that he would reintroduce the bill. Bereuter sponsored 
I 992 legislation designating National Historic Trails status for 
the California and Pony Express Trails. 

The W atsons are expected to discuss legislative options 
with OCT A's Board of Directors during its Mid-Year meeting 
in Independence in early March. 

The legislation would authorize feasibility studies of vari­
ous routes on the Oregon, California, Mormon Pioneer and 
Pony Express National Historic Trails to determine if they 
qualify as "primary" routes. 

A full list of trail segments proposed for study was included 
in the October 2000 issue of News From The Plains. 

COED Database Updated 
The latest version of the Emigrant Names Database 

''Names On The Plains" - is now available at OCTA head­
quarters. 

The new version from COED coordinator Chuck Dodd ex­
pands the number of diaries surveyed from 1,936 to 2,263. It 
expands the names included from about 54,000 to 64,000. 

The database can be accessed through a form available on 
the OCTA website. Go to the website at www.OCTA-trails. 
org then click on the link labeled "Genealogy" and follow the 
directions. The form can also be obtained directly from 
OCT A headquarters. 

There is a $10 charge per name searched. The search will 
look for the emigrant name in the documents, including dia­
ries, that OCTA has surveyed. Approximate dates of travel 
(within five years) are requested so that some limits are 
placed on the search. 

Black Rock Trails 
Legislation Approved 

Legislation establishing the Black Rock Desert-High 
Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area 
was passed by Congress in one of its final acts before ad­
journing on December I 5. 

The bill, endorsed by OCT A, had been introduced by 
Nevada Sen. Richard Bryan and includes the Applegate 
Trail and surrounding areas. 

"This legislation will allow countless future generations 
to enjoy, study and marvel at this unique landscape, as 
well as maintaining an important part of our Western heri­
tage - the emigrant experience," Bryan said. 

The Conservation Area in northwestern Nevada includes 
the Applegate Trail from near Rye Path Reservoir (about 
120 miles west of Reno) across the Black Rock Desert. 

Long Distance Trails Office 
Sees Budget Increased 

Overland trails will benefit from a significant increase in the 
budget for the National Park Service Long Distance Trails 
Office for fiscal 2000-2001. 

OCT A Trails Liaison Co-Chairs Bill and Jeanne Watson 
said that the increase was approved by a House & Senate 
Conference Committee. 

The Trails Office budget, after being frozen at $315,000 for 
several years, was increased to $725,000, according to Jere 
Krakow, superintendent of the Trails Office. The increase will 
impact the Oregon, California, Mormon Pioneer and Pony 
Express Trails. 

The additional funds will be used for computer mapping of 
all four trails (Geographic Information System/GIS), signage 
on auto tour routes of all four trails, brochures for the Califor­
nia & Pony Express Trails, and the start of studies focused on 
proposed additional routes of all four trails. 

According to Krakow, edits of the computer-generated 
maps (GIS) of trails will be continued through an agreement 
with the University of Utah, Department of Geography. It is 
anticipated that the work will be completed by the end of the 
fiscal year. 

In addition, auto tour route signage is underway with agree­
ments in place with Nebraska and Idaho, and discussions are 
underway with Wyoming, Oregon, and California. The signs 
should be up for all four trails in Nebraska, Wyoming, and 
Idaho by the OCT A convention in Casper, Krakow said. 

The California brochure is expected to be completed by Au­
gust 200 I and a draft copy of the Pony Express brochure 
completed by the end of summer. 

Krakow also said a contract has been finalized and work 
begun to address the proposed additional routes of all four 
trails. Documenting the route in historical sources, identify­
ing sites and segments, and mapping them is to be completed 
during the current fiscal year. - Bill Martin 
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Cherokee/Overland Trails Cere­
monies Likely Late Summer 

Public ceremonies commemorating trail marking on the 
Overland Stage and Cherokee Trail, a project partly funded 
by a $5,000 grant from the Oregon-California Trails Associa­
tion, are tentatively scheduled for late summer of 2001. 

Plans to install 150 concrete trail markers last summer were 
delayed, largely because of four major wildfires which burned 
approximately 90,000 acres in Sweetwater County, Wyoming, 
during July and August. 

In a report to OCT A Preservation Officer Dick Ackerman, 
Mike Brown of the Bureau of Land Management said the 
fires burned over about 35 percent of both historic trails in the 
project areas - including stakes marking holes where the trail 
markers were to be placed. 

Trail marking volunteers, left to right, Ladale Covington, 
Belle Luwe/1, Ralph Lowell, Lois Lowell and Johnny McCuddy, 

all from Green River, Wyoming. 
~ Photo Courtesy Bureau of Land Management 

National Guard trucks which were scheduled to haul mark­
ers to remote locations as part of National Public Lands Day 
marker installation activities last August 26 were committed 
to firefighting efforts. Additionally, BLM employees who 
were to help place markers worked almost exclusively on fire 
suppression or fire rehabilitation planning. 

"Rather than canceling the entire event due to the fires, loss 
of logistical support and loss of staff, it was decided to scale 
back the amount of trail marker installation work to be ac­
complished," Brown said. 

Subsequently, four teams of Boy Scouts and their families, 
a total of 49 volunteers, installed markers on 50 miles of 
Overland Stage and Cherokee Trails (the Scouts earned their 
Eagle ranks in the process.) 

As of early November, 41 markers were in the ground. Ad­
ditional markers have been ordered and Brown noted that the 
burned-over trails will need to be well-marked while vegeta­
tion reestablishes in the fire areas. 

"Right now, the parts of the trails that have burned over 
look like any other two-track road," Brown said in his report. 
"It's amazing how much the vegetation helps locate and iden-

National Educator A wards 
Nominations Sought 

OCT A is calling for nominations for its Outstanding Educa­
tor Awards, recognizing outstanding achievement in educat­
ing students of all ages about westward migration. 

The awards will be presented at OCTA's Annual Awards 
Banquet which will be held on Thursday, August 16, 2001 
during the 2001 convention in Casper, Wyoming. 

Nomination for the Outstanding Educator Award is open to 
any individual and/or group of educators or institution that 
contributes significantly to students' education about the 19th 
century westward overland migrations in the United States. 
The work may reflect a whole unit or special project within 
the unit or course on westward migration. 

The program will be considered for its unique or imagina­
tive approach "above and beyond" the normal teaching of the 
topic, its appropriateness for the students' level and range of 
abilities, the accuracy of its historical presentation, the range 
of student participation, and its effectiveness in presenting the 
topic to the students. 

The work that the recipients will be honored for must have 
been used during either the 1999-2000 or the 2000-01 school 
year. 

There are five category levels for this award: 1) Elementary­
primary/intermediate grades; 2) Middle school/Junior high; 3) 
High school; 4) Post secondary - college, adult education; 5) 
Museum/institutional 

The recipients will be recognized and receive a framed cer­
tificate at the annual OCT A convention. In addition, they will 
receive their convention registration and room and board for 
the day of the awards banquet. 

For forms and additional information about this award and 
the nomination process please contact either OCT A headquar­
ters or William E. Hill, OCTA-Education Award, 91 Wood 
Road, Centereach, NY 11720-1619 (631) 585-2592 - Phone/ 
Fax. 

Deadline for applications is March 30, 2001. 
-- William Hill 

tify trail ruts. You don't really realize it until the vegetation is 
gone. We're thankful we got so much of the trails mapped 
before the fire." 

Bro\\n said it is expected that the public participation 
marker installation will be held in late August or early Sep­
tember of next year, after the OCTA Convention in Casper, 
Wyoming. 

Before the fires interrupted, volunteers, including several 
OCTA members, had assisted in mapping trail segments, 
parts of the trails were flown and marked by helicopter and 
marker holes were drilled and staked. 

Organizations which had been scheduled to take part in the 
marking, in addition to OCTA, included the Wyoming Army 
National Guard, Sweetwater Snowpokes, Sweetwater County, 
Black Butte Coal Mine, Boy Scouts, City of Green River, Fort 
Bridger and the general public. · 

- Bill Martin 
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OCT A Annual Fund 
Drive Underway 

OCTA's Annual Fund Drive is in full swing, with hopes of 
exceeding last year's total of $18,645 raised for trail preserva­
tion activities. 

Funds raised from the annual drive can be designated for the 
Endowment Fund, Annual Fund or specific Designated 
Funds. 

The Endowment Fund provides long-term financial stabil­
ity. Most funds are held in restricted accounts. 

The Annual Fund provides support for headquarters opera­
tions and related needs. For instance, an upgrade of the head­
quarters computer system is being planned. 

Designated Funds include activities in the areas of preserva­
tion, graves and sites, COED, archaeology, trail mapping, 
education and special publications. 

Tax deductible contributions can be sent directly to OCT A 
at P.O. Box 1019, Independence MO 6405I. The Annual 
Fund Drive will end on February 28. 

Contributors through December 10 included: 

Joan Kelleher 
M.F. Kiber 

Reba Wells Grandrud 
Ms. Martha R. Barnes 

Charles Martin Sr. Passes 
OCTA charter member, past officer and benefactor 

Charles W. Martin Sr. died October 21, 2000, in Omaha, 
Nebraska. He was 91. 

It was announced last year that the Martin family had 
established an endowment valued at about $200,000 to 
help cover legal costs incurred in preserving and protecting 
significant trail sites. (See story in July 2000 NFP.) 

The Charles W. and Mary Martin Endowed Restricted 
Fund was established by their children, Charles Martin Jr., 
an OCTA board member, and Julie Videon, also an OCTA 
member. 

Charles served as OCT A vice president in 1987 and was 
a recipient of OCTA's highest award, the Meritorious 
Achievement Award. Mary Martin died in 1999. In addi­
tion to his children, Charles is survived by six grandchil­
dren and eight great-grandchildren. 

"Charles and Mary Martin were great trail enthusiasts 
and their gift will make it possible for them to continue to 
help preserve the trails in the future," said OCT A President 
David Welch. 

Harry L. Tuten, Jr. 
Bucky Green 
Dick and Mary Anna Swinnerton 
Harry K. Peterson 

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Lund 
Richard and Jo Anna Dale 
Stanley M. Sorensen 

Dr. and Mrs. N.H. Edwards 
Randy & Betty Wagner 
Maureen Beverlin 
Clifford H. Fiscus 
H.K. Woodward 

Rose W. Burnham 
Richard Isakson 
Jim and Ardis Everett 
Nita R. Spangler 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold Smith 
Glenn and Peggy Calhoun 
Neil McCallum 
Rosalie F. Coffey 
Dorothy & Robert Magoffin 
Jack and Helen Holmes 
Charles M. Little 
Todd and Betty Berens 
Bob and Gayle Bruner 
Muriel and Gail Carbiener 
Barbara A. Kelly 
George and Joan Paulikas 
Mary Conrad 
Greg Childs 
Linda & Herb Crew 
Virginia Nelson 
Ross and Jana Marshall 
Don Popejoy 
Alexa & Rosemary Wood 
John Latschar 
Jerry H. Kirkpatrick 
Betty A. Keane 
Joann and Leroy P. Jackson 
Don Clark 
R. Rothwell 

Yvonne Neumann 
Dave and Wendy Welch 
Carl MacDonald 
Willard R. Garred 
Edwin and Mary Jo Sprague 
Bill Martin 
Ms. Wanda S. Nadal 
Darrell Slone 
Jerry and Jackie Lewin 
Jim and Margie Sheik 
Chuck and Suzanne Hornbuckle 
Dick Nelson 
Janet Boom 
Helen H. Henderson 
Victor and Harriet Gardener 
Garald & Marilyn Mosher 
Roy Welton 
D.W. McKenzie 
Ms. Joanne Hinchliff 
Charley Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Wilson 
Gene and Nancy Serr 
Lee Underbrink 
Mary Mueller 
N. J. Barker 
Richard Higgins 
Herbert & Lois Hunn 
Linda Cook 
Olive Gorham 
Lt. Col. James T. Owen 

Keith A. Palmquist 
Ms. Lois Revak 
Bill and Jacques Arends 
Jacqueline Williams 
Nelson S. Weller 
Dr. Adelard and Princess Everton 
Jeanette and John Roberts 
Janece Thornton 
Frank and Laurie Brown 
Paul Grunland 
G. N. and Charlotte Thompson 
Raymond J. Egan 
Baldwin and Ormie Lamson 
Victor and Nancy Bolon 
Bernard C. Revoir 
Dorothy Ross 
Robert A. Robinson 
Bob and Sharon Evanhoe 
Michael Rei 
Charlie and Harriet Lewis 
George Parrish 
Karl and Mae Kawahara 
Estaline Carpenter 
Richard W. Ralston 
Louise Hammer Rossi 
Hugh and Carol March 
Dr. Robert H. Jones 
Thelma Bower Tate 
Edna Kennell 
James and Kathy Conway 
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Searching For Lizzie 

Unraveling A Trail Diary Mystery 

by John Mark Lambertson 
Director, National Frontier Trails Center 

An original 1866 trail diary, found in a California landfill, 
was presented and donated to OCT A at the convention in Au­
gust by Shann Rupp. The curious, surprise discovery of the 
diary had been announced in the April 2000 issue of News 
From the Plains, but very little information was known about 
the diary's authoress, Lizzie Charlton. 

Since the convention, a concentrated effort has been made 
to unravel the mystery of "Lizzie" and her diary, and with 
great success. Using clues in the diary, census records were 
studied which located the Charlton family in Missouri in 
1860. The hunt got a major boost when a Kansas City Star 
article on the diary, written by Brian Burnes, was picked up 
by the Associated Press and carried by other newspapers. 

As a result of the article, Marcia Rinehart of Leawood, KS 
called the National Frontier Trails Center to say "I think those 
Charltons were relatives of mine." She shared genealogical 
information which dovetailed with the information already 
found. Another family genealogist, Robert King of Anchor­
age, Alaska, not only filled in even more blanks of the story 
but also shared photos of Lizzie and her parents! 

We were able to confirm that Lizzie was indeed just a teen­
ager, sixteen, when the diary was made, as Shann Rupp had 
surmised. But what happened to her? 

"The Search for Lizzie" took on a life of its own! OCTA 
member Glenn Harrison was recruited to head up sleuthing on 
the Oregon end, and he and other volunteers enthusiastically 
found numerous items of helpful information, including a de­
tailed bio sketch of Lizzie's father. They also located and 
photographed the graves of Lizzie, her parents, and other rela­
tives. Amusingly, the Oregon searchers even came up with 
the price paid for the casket when Lizzie's father died in 
1913! 

With the major puzzle pieces of Lizzie's story largely put 
together, attention shifted to the discovery of the diary and an 
old pair of baby shoes in a tin, English "biscuit box." How did 
they end up in a Monterey, CA dump? 

Family genealogical records pointed to a lone granddaugh­
ter of Lizzie's as being the logical last ovmer of the items. But 
little was known of her other than a couple of butchered spell­
ings of her birth name and an approximate year of birth. Her 
unusual name, Natheel Donaca, provided the only clue 
needed. 

A search of Oregon and California death records eventually 
located a Natheel Irwin who died in 1990 and proved to be 
Lizzie's granddaughter. And Mrs. Irwin died at Monterey, 

A 

Lizzie Charlton 
/Photo Courtesy Xational Frontier Trails Centerj 

CA, where the diary was found in the dump! 
Even the research came "full circle." The couple who upon 

request looked up and copied Natheel's obituary were Mona 
Burk and Rick Smith -- Rick being the salvage man who 
spied the diary some fifteen years ago at the dump! After its 
rescue, the tin box and contents rested in Rick's garage for 
many years before eventually being placed in the hands of 
Shann Rupp. 

OCT A is in the business of preserving, marking, and publi­
cizing the history of the Oregon-California Trails. Research of 
this nature helps to capture public attention, and intrigue, with 
the trails by giving a human "face" to a specific trails story. 
"The Search for Lizzie" has had that kind of broad appeal. 

The story prompted half a dozen newspaper articles in the 
Kansas City area, two of which were picked up by the Associ­
ated Press, and even some television coverage. Giving each 
trails story that human "face" is what we strive to do at the 
National Frontier Trails Center, and we are always pleased to 
partner with OCTA in such ventures. 

John !1,1.ark Lambertson was presented with the prestigious 
Distinguished Service Award at the 2000 OCTA Convention. 

Mark Your Calendar: Casper 2001 OCT A Convention August 12-18 



January 2001 N,ws JtO#I 7A. l'Sm1ts Page 9 

[ Who Was Lizzie Charlton? ] 
Elizabeth Catherine Charlton was born November 19, 1849 

in Jefferson County, Iowa to James Kyle and Martha Lane 
Keltner Charlton. She grew up in Putnam County, Missouri 
but her family had moved to Story County, IA before embark­
ing on their covered wagon trip to Oregon in 1866. 

The trip west was not the first one for her father. He, two 
brothers and a brother- r--------------. 
in-Jaw had set off for 
California during the 
gold rush in 1850, when 
Lizzie was just a few 
months old. But cholera 
claimed the brother-in­
law, Addison Wheeler, 
near South Pass, making 
the Charlton brothers 
uneasy about continuing 
on through the sickness 
to California. 

Instead, they detoured 
to Oregon, worked the 
winter and made their 
way down to the gold 
fields the following 
spring. Disappointed in 
their success in Califor­
nia, the two brothers, 
Joseph J. and Charles 
Charlton, returned to 
Oregon. James K. 

... . 
i 

• 

Lizzie 's father, James Kyle Charlton, 
and his son, James Jeffries Charlton 
Courtesy National Frontier Trails Center 

Charlton returned to his family in Iowa via Panama and New 
York. 

Apparently years of glowing reports from the two uncles 
finally prompted several relatives of Lizzie's to make the trip 
to Oregon in 1865, including her aged grandmother. Lizzie's 
family followed the next year, using the Bear River Divide 
Route north from Fort Bridger to Bear Valley and on to Soda 
Springs. By 1866 the road to Oregon had obviously improved 
as the Charltons reached Harrisburg on July 30th, less than 
four months after their departure from Iowa. 

We now know that Lizzie did not set out for Oregon with 
her diary in hand. A nearly indecipherable scrawl inside the 
back cover states that the journal was purchased at Columbus, 
Nebraska Territory, which was one of the last villages they 

/ 

passed through as they started their trek. 
She began penciling her day-to-day accounts on April 30th, 

writing in the present tense, and leaving the first five pages 
blank. She returned to those pages to "catch up" the first four 
weeks of the trip, with an abbreviated version that included 
some past tense phrasing. 

With two blank pages 
still remaining, Lizzie 
filled them by practicing 
her schoolgirl penman­
ship by repeatedly writ­
ing her name, the vari­
ous places she had lived, 
and a listing of all of the 
states and territories in 
the union. (The places 
she lived proved key to 
tracing her family in 
census and other re­
cords.) 

In Oregon, her father 
became a 
businessman 
the sheriff 

I County. 

successful 
and later 
of Linn 

h-P- ____ . !I, . . 1j In 1867, the year after 

Lizzie's mother, Martha Lane 
Keltner Walker Charlton. 

her trip, Lizzie married 
John Martin, a carpenter 

Courtesy National Frontier Trails Center and ferryman, at Harris-
burg, OR. It is uncertain 

what happened to Martin, but they had at least three children, 
Otto, E.A., and Belle. In the 1880 census she and her children 
were living with her father. 

In 1884, Lizzie married George M. Paul, a union which may 
have ended in divorce. Lizzie died in 1899 at the age of 49 of 
unknown causes. She is buried with her parents at the Ma­
sonic Cemetery at Lebanon, OR with the inscription, "Mrs. E. 
C. Martin." 

Her daughter Belle, who most likely was the owner of the 
baby shoes found with the diary, was apparently the only 
child to reach adulthood. She married three times and had just 
one child, the Natheel Irwin who died in 1990 at Monterey, 
CA. Her obituary listed her husband, a son Martin, and five 
grandchildren. - John Mark Lambertson 
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Overland Journal Update 
By Bob Clark 
Editor, Overland Journal 
Overland Journal needs you. 
As the new editor, I'm going to need the help of all of you to 

keep our quarterly interesting, informative, and of real value 
to all its readers. 

Please keep OJ in mind for the following: 
Articles & Projects: If you have any comments regarding 

OJ, let me know. If you are working on a trails project that 
might become an article, or have an article in preparation, I'd 
be interested in knowing about it. 

Letters to the editor: If you would like to comment on a re­
cent article, review, or other portions of the Journal, send it 
along. We will be printing letters to the editor in forthcoming 
issues when available. 

New ideas: If there is some topic or special area of interest 
that you would like to see addressed in OJ, let me know. Or a 
new section apart from articles and reviews that might be 
added to the Journal, please make the suggestion. 

Book reviews: If you know of any new publications which 
should be reviewed or listed for the benefit of the readers, let 
me know as soon as possible, along with any information you 
might have regarding the publisher. We will be listing all re­
cently published books we can identify in each issue of OJ, 
whether or not they will later be reviewed in detail. And if 
you are interested in reviewing books, let me know your par­
ticular area of interest and specialization and your contact ad­
dress. 

Thanks very much for supporting our trail history. I look 
forward to working with many of you. 

Overland Journal Editor Robert Clark can be reached at P. 0. 
Box 14707, Spokane, WA 99214. Phone 509-928-9540. 
FAX 509-928-436. E-mail clarkedserv@home.com. 

Membership ( Continued from Page 1) 
bring in new members and revenue, and give you the satisfac­
tion of knowing that you helped make OCT A stronger. 

Send new applications to: Don Popejoy, East 308 Weile 
Ave. #3, Spokane, WA. 99208 

New dues effective January 1, 2001: Individual $40, Family 
$45, Supporting $75. Student dues remain at $15. 

The Membership Committee (Don Popejoy, Joyce Boler­
jack, Carol Osborne, Arleta Martin) thanks you and encour­
ages everyone to make that special effort. 

OCTA Bookstore 
On the Web 

.......... QCTA.;.trails.org 

Awards Nominations Needed 
Nominations are now being solicited for OCT A service 

awards and Friend of the Trail awards to be presented at the 
August convention in Casper, Wyoming. 

The success of OCT A is due to the many dedicated volun­
teers who work to improve and strengthen the organization, 
preserve existing trail ruts and historic resources, and educate 
the public about OCTA and America's historic trails. Our 
awards program is a small way to recognize and thank these 
individuals for their dedication. 

Please take a few minutes to nominate one or more deserv­
ing individuals or organizations for their untiring efforts and 
many hours of service. Deadline for submission of nomina­
tions is June I. 

Categories include the Meritorious Achievement Award, the 
highest award OCT A can give to recognize long-term and 
significant contributions to OCT A. Other awards are given to 
individual OCTA members as Volunteer of the Year. 

In addition, individuals or organizations who help with spe­
cific shorter-term projects qualify for National Certificates of 
Appreciation. 

Friend of the Trail awards are also given to recognize land­
owners or other individuals who live along the trails and are 
intimately associated with preserving and protecting on-the­
ground trail segments. A Friend of the Trail nominee need not 
be an OCT A member to qualify. 

Letters of nomination should be sent to Roger Blair, 524 
NW 3111 Street, Pendleton, Oregon 97801 (note new address, 
not in the OCTA directory), telephone 541-966-8854, e-mail 
rblair@oregontrail.net. Nominations should include specific 
details as to why the nominee deserves recognition. 

- Roger Blair, Awards Chair 

Member Deaths 
Word has been received of the deaths of four members of 

OCTA. 
Bob Rennells was one of the founding fathers who met in 

Denver in 1982 to create OCTA and was on the inaugural 
Board of Directors. According to former OCT A president 
Roger Blair, Rennells' concern about loss of some trail ruts 
near Echo, Oregon prompted him to write Greg Franzwa to 
see what could be done. That led to an August 1982 meeting 
and formation of OCT A. 

Dr. Merle Wells was a noted Idaho historian and also a 
founder of OCT A. He was Idaho's state historian emeritus 
and founding editor of Idaho Yesterdays, the quarterly journal 
of the Idaho State Historical Society. 

Headquarters also received notice of the death of Beecher 
Henderson of Webster Groves, MO. Beecher and his wife, 
Helen, were charter members of OCT A. 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Crowder, of Portola Valley, CA, a mem­
ber of the CA-NV chapter and an environmentalist, died in an 
auto accident on September 29. 
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Another year has ended, but the memories will last forever. 
Well, at least until next year's trail marking and outings sea­
son starts again t 

In June the Northwest chapter was led along the Whitman's 
1836 route across the Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon. 
Tour guides Chuck & Suzanne Hornbuckle followed the U.S. 
Forest Service trail through the Wallowa-Whitman and Uma­
tilla National Forests. A dry camp was set up the night of June 
10 at a remote site near the North Flat springs. This was the 
Hombuckle's second such tour in the last 3 years. 

Meanwhile, everyone should have the opportunity to do 
what the Intrepid Trail Markers under the leadership of Vic 
Bolon were able to do during the last week of June. Begin­
ning in Cecil, Oregon, the TMs located and marked a hereto­
fore overlooked section of the Oregon Trail that took the im­
migrants down into Willow Creek. Willow Creek must have 
been a welcome sight after miles of no water since leaving 
Well Spring. From Willow Creek it's about 16 miles to the 
next water at Cedar Springs. 

Basically the trail is essentially due west with one section 
from Eight Mile Canyon to the Weatherford Monument on 
Highway 19, particularly rough due to the deep sand and 
deep canyons to negotiate. From Cedar Springs the trail con­
tinues west to the John Day River. The TMs had to detour 
south and west and follow the Lower Rock Creek Road to get 
to the place where the immigrants descended from the plateau 
to the John Day River. 

As we stood there analyzing how the wagons could possibly 
come over the bluff and reach the John Day, we were simply 
awed by the courage and ingenuity that would be required to 
accomplish that leg of the journey. From our vantage point, 
the two trails that descend are almost straight up and down. It 
seemed to all of us that wagons would surely run over the 
oxen that preceded them down from the heights of over 1000 
feet. 

The climb out of the John Day Canyon at McDonalds Ford 
is as difficult as the descent into it. Besides being very, very, 
very steep there is one stretch of some 150 yards that is unbe­
lievable along a side hill. The effort required to keep the wag­
ons upright along this section of the bluff (this is definitely a 
bluff as opposed to a hill) boggles the mind. (Note: Vic 
Bolon's report can be read in its entirely on the NW chapter's 
website under current newsletter> www.nwocta.com.) 

On June 2, 2001 Vic will lead a hike along the Oregon Trail 
to McDonalds Ford and the crossing of the John Day River. 

N ort1,we,t J 

Left to right, Chuck Hornbuckle, Gail Carbiener and Vic Bolon 
marking the McDonald Ford crossing of the John Day River. 

- Photo by Don Popejoy 

On July 15-16, Lowell Tiller lead a group along Meek's 
Cutoff and this two-day event was well attended. Rumor has 
it that Lowell found the Blue Bucket Mine, at least according 
to Joyce Bolerjack and Carol Buss, who found him muttering 
something about not having enough pockets to stuffl 

September 16-17 was the last chapter outing of the year. 
Don Popejoy and Lethene Parks lead a car caravan from old 
Fort Walla Walla, through the Palouse farm country and on to 
Plante's Ferry on the Spokane River. This was an extension of 
last year's Mullan Military Road adventure. On Saturday 
morning, before the actual tour started, Don showed the group 
some Lewis and Clark sites along the Walla Walla River, the 
Columbia River and along the eastward (1806) overland trail 
known as the Old Celilo Falls Trail. 

September 14 was a most important day for the Intrepid 
Trail Markers. At about 3 :30 in the afternoon they completed 
our initial project of marking the trail into The Dallas. We 
even drank a couple of cold ones to celebrate the occasion. 
When looking back at our initial efforts beginning in La 
Grande (April 1998) and realized that we finally had made it 
to The Dallas, it was nothing short of the deepest kind of sat­
isfaction. 

The Trail Markers owe Jim a debt of immense gratitude for 
his leadership on trail activities. Since Jim's time as president, 
the goal of reaching The Dallas has always been a clear and 
strong motivation. The chapter also wants to acknowledge the 

(continued on page I 3) 
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Trails Head President Bill Bullard makes a point during 
the chapter's "expedition" to Wilderness Park. 

- Photo by Barb Maegrl 

The Last Crossing: Casper 2001 

A tentative schedule is in place for "The Last Crossing," · 
the 2001 OCTA Convention to be held in Casper, Wyo­
ming August 12-18. 

Two-day pre-convention tours 
will highlight the Cherokee 
Trail, while day-long pre­
convention bus tours on Mon­
day, August 13, will include 
Fort Laramie to Glendo and 
Rock Springs across Rocky 
Ridge to Casper. 

The OCTA Board of Direc­
tors will meet on Tuesday, Au­
gust 14, and those who do not attend the Board meeting 
can hike in ruts at Independence Rock or go on a bus tour 
of Fremont Canyon and dams along the North Platte River. 

Official opening of the convention will be on W ednes­
day, August 15, with a keynote address by Dr. Frederick 
Gowans, author and noted Mountain Man expert. The gen­
eral membership meeting and chapter meetings will also 
be held on Wednesday and the day will be capped off with 
Authors' Night in the OCTA Book Room. 

Speakers for sessions on Thursday, August 16, will in­
clude Susan Badger Doyle, Jim Lowe, Jack and Patricia 
Fletcher and Levida Hileman. A panel discussion is also 
planned. 

Also Thursday, there will be tours of the new National 
Historic Trails Center and workshops on a variety of top­
ics, with the OCTA Awards Banquet on Thursday night. 

Bus tours on Friday and Saturday will cover trails and 
sites both east and west of Casper and there will be a bar­
be-cue at Fort Casper on Friday night, with entertainment 
by Dorene Ludwig. 

Convention infonnation posted on the Wyoming chapter 
website: w3.trib.com/-rlund/Convention.html 

l 

TrRilt HeRd I 
On November 4, a crisp but sunny Saturday morning, six­

teen members of Trails Head Chapter answered president Bill 
Bullard's invitation to the chapter's first "expedition." 

Near the western edge of Johnson County, Kansas is Wil­
derness Park, appropriately named. Once part of the U. S. 
government's Sunflower Ordnance Plant, the largest produc­
tion facility of its type in World War II, a parcel ofland just 
outside the government reservation was later given to the 
nearby city of De Soto for public use. Much of it is main­
tained by Boy Scouts and a group was camped there Novem­
ber 4. 

Raytown historian Walter Cook (honored at the OCTA con­
vention for his preservation work) owns a vast collection of 
diaries and journals. Although several 1840s diaries men­
tioned the Captain's Creek area, including the burial of an 
1849 cholera victim, it was an 1852 diary that inspired the ex­
pedition. Because of a day-long lay over, it described the 
Captain's Creek area in detail and mentioned a rock inscribed 
with names. Captain's Creek snakes through Wilderness 
Park. 

Walter, formerly involved in surveys for the U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, marked a current map with most likely locations 
for the rock, based on the diary's remarks. A 1942 newspaper 
item indicated the rock was there at that time. With this infor­
mation Sylvia and Charles Mooney checked the park several 
weeks before the group outing, and prepared sketch maps 
with key markings. 

On the expedition, Bill Bullard led one team and the 
Mooneys led the other as members explored two separat~ 
routes through the park, hiking mostly through brushy, hilly 
terrain on both sides of the creek with its steep banks. Boy 
Scout leaders on site indicated the location of a large outcrop­
ping ofrock which became obvious as the reason for the two 
different routes. The 1852 path saved some time by staying 
south of the rock impediment, which members examined 
without success. 

Over brown bag lunches, comments were shared about 
hopes -- dashed and kindled -- and ideas on where to look 
next. When the group finally headed home, there were no tan­
gible 'finds,' but a keen sense of camaraderie and the desire to 
return someday. 

Bill Bullard will serve as "Information Center" for individu­
als or small groups who return to the site in the next few 
months, tracking who has concentrated on specific areas of 
the land and what leads they find. 

"If we locate the rock, it will be an historic find, indeed," 
Bullard says. "We never assumed there would be a stone 
monument at the beginning of the trail." 

As for leaving empty-handed, he is philosophical about that 
"If it was an easy search, earlier people would have already 
located it.'' 

Trails Head also has elected new officers for 200 I. Presi­
dent Bill Bullard, Vice President Dick Nelson, Secretary 
Elaine McNabney, Treasurer, Jim Budde. 

-- Barb Maegrl 
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The October 2000 mapping week was the eleventh time the 

committee has spent extended time in the field since the fall 
of 1995. We have been as far east as Ft. Smith, Arkansas and 
as far west as Rancho del Chino, California. 

Most work, however, has been in southwest New Mexico 
and southeast Arizona. Our skills have increased and various 

S011t.,,wett J 
forming good working relationships within the group as well 
as with private landowners and government agencies. We 
have learned what works best for living and working in the 
rugged areas which confront us. We continue to use OCTA's 
"Mapping Emigrant Trails" manual as our basic text. 

new technologies 
have been utilized, 
thus the trail work has 
benefited. 

Lest you think we must be about finished with this project, 
it has hardly begun. 

-----------------------------. Don Buck has esti-

The big challenge 
bas been knowing 
where to look for the 
trails. Knowing the 
general corridor used 
by travelers is not 
usually enough to fmd 
the actual path with­
out preparation, de­
duction, keen eyes 
and luck. 

mated there are about 
6,000 miles of trail in 
Texas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Ari­
zona, Utah, Colorado 
and California that 
comprise the southern 

.. 
1 

trails complex. There 
.JM~ '. are many years of 

work ahead of us, 
even with all the new 
technologies. 

To date the field 
Field work is pre­

ceded by documentary 
research. Trail diaries 
are carefully read for 

Camping in the wide open spaces along the Southern Trail. Left to right, Dave Hollecker, work amounts to ap-
Tracy De Vault, Don Buck, Richard Greene, Marie Greene. proximately 75 per-

information about where they traveled, mileages, landmarks, 
and directions. Historic maps include General Land Office 
maps, early military maps and early topographic maps. Prior 
to each time in the field, packets of pertinent material are pre­
pared for the working area. Each person has a copy for his or 
her use as we progress. 

Multiple Garmin GPS units are used by the group. FRS ra­
dios keep us in contact as we scatter to look for trail. Photo­
graphs are taken by several, using both digital and conven­
tional cameras. Each night the GPS data and digital photo­
graphs are downloaded into a laptop computer. Waypoint 
notes are kept about each GPS waypoint and added to the 
downloaded GPS information in the computer. 

Progress has been slow in many areas where the terrain is 
flat with semi-arid vegetation. Rain tends to come in large 
amounts when it does come, causing sheet erosion through 
these flats. Trail evidence may be impossible to find on the 
surface after years of this weathering, especially if there are 
no surface rocks to hold rust from the wagon wheels. 

Participants come self-contained in their vehicles with the 
capability to dry camp wherever we find ourselves at the end 
of a mapping day. While a campground with facilities is nice, 
they are usually not available in the areas where we may be. 
This also means we can pick right up in the morning and con­
tinue. All vehicles are 4WD but, unfortunately, they are not 
cactus proof. Flat tires from cactus spines and creosote stems 
tend to be our biggest hazard. The vehicles get us to the area, 
but hiking does the rest of the job. 

The project has been a learning experience for those in­
volved. We have become more adept at finding trail signs, 

- Photo by Rose Ann Tompkins son-weeks. This does 
not include the hours 

spent in pre- and post- trip research and reporting, or travel 
time. 

The October 2000 mapping trip was conducted in two ar­
eas. We returned to the Apache Pass area of SE Arizona, con­
tinuing to look for trail east of the pass. Some progress was 
made there. We then worked in the area near Soldiers Fare­
well Hill in SW New Mexico. The trail forks here, the main 
Southern Trail leading southwest towards Guadalupe Pass, 
the Apache Pass alternate leading west. We found evidence of 
the trail on both of these segments during our time in the area. 
Heavy rain did end the mapping week a day early. 

- Rose Ann Tompkins 

Nortbwett ( ,ontinue,l) 
most devoted group of guys anyone would want to work with 
as they moved the project forward step by step over moun­
tains (The Blues), across deserts (The Boardman Bombing 
Range) and through canyons ( of the John Day and the De­
shutes Rivers). Under the leadership of Vic Bolon, those car­
rying the carsonite markers and the "pounder" were: Chuck 
Hornbuckle, Roy Schapler, Tom Laidlaw, Wayne Burck, 
Billy Arends, Dick Pingrey, Gail Carbiener, John Bristow, 
Bob Coward, Dick Klein, Rich Harmon and Don Popejoy. 
We owe these very dedicated folks our most sincere apprecia­
tion for the job they have done. They are people who get 
things done and seem to always be able to manipulate their 
schedules to help out when or where help is needed. Without 
Vic Bolon's guidance and determination, we would still lost in 
the B)u~s. The Trail Markers salute Vic! -- Don Popejoy 
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Opening the fall meeting of the Idaho Chapter, held Sep­

tember 30 in Almo near the City of Rocks, President Bill Wil­
son announced that he will accept the responsibility of serving 
as president for another year. 

President-elect Don Popejoy of Spokane was scheduled to 
take over as president at the beginning of the year, but a con­
flict of interest has prevented him from doing so, said Wilson. 
The present board was reelected for another year by acclama­
tion. 

Wilson announced that the recently updated GPS (Global 
Positioning System) unit is being put to work by OCTA to 
accurately pinpoint the course of the Oregon Trail and its 
variant routes. This will be an on-going project over the next 
few years, he said. 

He recommended that a preservation officer be appointed 
for Eastern Idaho, but no action was taken on the suggestion. 

Following the meeting, held in the City of Rocks headquar­
ters office, the members assembled at the nearby Almo Creek 
Outpost for lunch, after which a Park Ranger led a caravan of 
vehicles on a tour of The Silent City of Rocks. 

The first stop was the Circle Creek Overlook from which 
prominent features throughout the Park were pointed out. 
Next stop was Camp Rock where many of the pioneer wagon 
trains stopped for shelter, rest and water. Following a visit to 
the massive Bathtub Rock, the tour assembled at Twin Sisters. 
A walking tour brought the members to Pinnacle Pass, the 
narrow corridor through which the pioneers made their way 
into the next valley. Here a slit in the bordering granite made 
by sliding cables used to lower the wagons down the smooth 
and slippery rock surface was pointed out. 

Some of the members spent the night under the stars at 
Twin Sisters while others returned the next morning to ex­
plore the course of the Kelton Road, an early stage and freight 
line running through the City of Rocks and connecting the 
transcontinental railroad at Kelton, Utah, with the Boise Val­
ley and beyond. There was, of course, no railroad across 
southern Idaho until 1884 when the Oregon Shortline was 
completed. 

The group made occasional stops going down Birch Creek 
Canyon to contemplate the route of the stage line along the 
foothills to the east since they could not go all the way down 
the narrowing canyon. 

Passing through Oakley, it was pointed out that the stage 
route went south of the present town site to Oakley Meadows, 
then northwest along the foothills to the mouth of Rock Creek 
Canyon. There were stage stations at Oakley Meadows, 
Mountain Meadows (12 miles) and Rock Creek (14 miles). At 
Rock Creek, the Kelton Road joined the Oregon Trail, coming 
in from the Burley-Milner area. 

Rock Creek Station was established downstream a couple of 
miles, where a major town site was established with a store, 
livery stable, blacksmith shop, post office, hotel and a saloon. 
At one time there were 26 buildings at the Rock Creek Sta­
tion, according to spokesperson Marian Posey Wilson of 
Jerome, a member of Friends of Stricker Ranch, the name by 

which the site has 
come to be known. 
There was even a 
part-time jail -- in a 
windowless rock cel­
lar built for storage 
of supplies for the 
store . 
. At the stage station 

there was a small log 
house built which 
later was purchased 
by Herman Stricker. 
After that house 
burned down, 1 

Stricker built the pre­
sent 11-room house 
in 1900 in which he 
and his family lived 

Idaho 

and travelers often L ~ --------------' 
spent a restful night. Twin Sisters, one of the most prominent 

The Overland features of the City of Rocks area. 
Stage Line also - Photo by Ralph Maughan 

joined the Kelton 
Road at Rock Creek Station. This was a freight and passenger 
route "between the Atlantic and Pacific States." A flyer an­
nounced that it took only five days to travel from Salt Lake 
City to Denver and cost "175 Greenbacks." From Boise to 
Salt Lake also took five days, to be paid with "$100 Gold 
Dust." There were "daily coaches" for Omaha, Virginia City 
and San Francisco. - Ralph W. Maughan 

CA-NV Spring Symposium 
The southern emigrant trails will be the focus on a 

spring symposium sponsored by the California-Nevada 
Chapter on Saturday and Sunday, March 10-11, in Te­
mecula, CA. 

Saturday's schedule at the Temecula Community Rec­
reation Center will include a full day of presentations, 
including "The Most Difficult Trail: Salt Lake City to 
Los Angeles," "Later Travel on the Southern Emigrant 
Trail," "Mapping Southern Emigrant Trails," and 
"Colonel Carleton: March Dov.n the Southern Emigrant 
Trail." 

Presenters will include Leo Lyman, John Robinson, 
Phil Brigandi, Don Buck, Tracy De Vault, Rose Anne 
Tompkins, Richard Buskenkell and Steve Clugston. 

On Sunday there will be an all-day bus tour of the 
Southern Emigrant Trail and Butterfield Road from Te­
mecula to Vallecito Stage Station in Anza Borrego State 
Park. 

For registration information, contact Joanne Hinchliff, 
P.O. Box 685, San Jacinto CA 92581. 
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Winter has arrived with a fury and put a halt to chapter trail 

treks and trail marking and mapping efforts for this year. 
Over 30 Crossroad members managed to get in an excellent 

field trip October 14-15 which followed Overland Stage Sta­
tions from Ham's Fork to Mountain Dell. An outstanding 
field trip guide book was published by our guide, John El­
dredge. John does amazing things with his computer and 
proved it with his graphics. 

Plans for a spring field trip on the Utah section of the Span­
ish Trail are being discussed and we hope members from 
other chapters will join us. This year's spring field trip was on 
the Pony Express Trail in Western Utah. Over 50 members 
and guests in 20 vehicles participated. On the second day of 
the outing, we visited the old Wendover Air Base museum 
and toured the WWII facilities where the atom bomb was as­
sembled and loaded. OCTA members traveling through 
Wendover should take the time to visit the historic facility. 

There are still threats to the emigrant trail routes in Utah 
and, like other chapters, we are trying to head off projects that 
will negatively impact the little physical evidence remaining 
of the Hastings/California Trail routes through Utah. On Oc­
tober 25, several members of Utah Crossroads, regional BLM 
representatives, and Long Distance Trails Office Superinten­
dent Jere Krakow, met with representatives of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and Private Fuel Storage (PFS) offi­
cials. 

The purpose of the meeting was to review the eligibility of 
cultural resource sites in Skull Valley that should be mitigated 
in the event those sites were adversely impacted by the pro­
posed rail spur. The Hastings Cutoffi'California emigrant trail 
will be mitigated and an archeological survey will be con­
ducted along the length of the trail from Hope Wells to Red­
lum Spring. A rail spur will definitely mar the "viewscape'' 
across Skull Valley. A proposed water pipeline in East Can­
yon along the trail corridor of the Donner-Reed, Mormon Pio­
neer, California and Pony Express trails is still a threat, al­
though those proposing the huge project have "backed off" 
after being threatened with court action (an impartial environ­
mental impact study was never conducted). 

Utah's original statehouse in Fillmore is the oldest federal 
building still standing west of the Missouri River. Sadly, 
funds for renovation and improvements for the old building 
are lacking and the Territorial State Park does not generate 
enough funds to support the site as a tourist attraction. OCT A 
members traveling through central Utah might enjoy a stop at 
the historic building, which was built in 1855. The museum in 
the old statehouse is a mix of artifacts, many unrelated to the 
building's history. 

Chapter elections take place in January. John Eldredge took 
over as Chapter President when Steve Berlin had to relinquish 
his chair due to pressing business matters. Steve will serve as 
Vice President until the January elections. Steve designed and 
set up our Utah Crossroads website and has assisted other 
chapters in getting their websites started. 

--Al Mulder 

Crouroatlt l 

Crossroads Chapter members receive a briefing 
on the archeological dig at Fort Bridger. 

- Photo by Al Mulder 

California Hill Transfer Set 
The long-anticipated transfer of ownership of historic 

California Hill from the Oregon-California Trails Associa­
tion to the Nebraska State Historical Society was expected 
to take place by December 31. 

California Hill, located west of Brule, NE, was a major 
landmark for emigrants who crossed the South Platte River 
at Upper Ford. After the crossing, emigrants climbed Cali­
fornia Hill and made an 18 mile journey to the head of Ash 
Hollow. 

Terrain restricted the route wagons could take up the hill 
and deep ruts from their progress are still visible. 

California Hill was gifted to OCT A by Malcom E. Smith 
Jr. in memory of Irene D. Paden, who dedicated much of 
her life to retracing and writing about the trails. 

New CA-NV Website 
The Califomia-N evada chapter website has moved. 

The new address is http://members.home.net/canvocta 

Visit OCT A on the web 
www.OCTA-trails.org 

2001 Convention Information 
W 3.trib.com/-rlund/ 

Convention.html 
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The fmal CA'NV Chapter outing of 2000 took place on the 

weekend of September 29 - 30 when about 25 chapter mem­
bers fenced and marked the Nancy Ann Allen grave at Bridge 
Creek on Nobles Trail. 

The fencing project was under the direction of Tom Dough­
erty, and it was a model of pre-planning and efficiency. Eve­
rything was pre-cut and drilled, and the entire project was ac­
complished by lunch time. This included the removal of the 
badly-deteriorated existing pipe fencing and a general clean­
ing up of the grave site. The small, existing historical plate 
was removed and delivered to the custody of the historical 
museum in nearby Westwood. Following the installation of 
the marker and fencing, most of the participants accepted the 
kind invitation of Tom and Jeanine Dougherty to be their 
guests at a delicious barbecue supper at nearby Bogard Camp­
ground adjacent to the historic Lassen and Nobles Trails emi­
grant camping area on Pine Creek. 

The work team was efficient; the company congenial; the 
autumnal weather delightful, and the supper exceptional. A 
great time was had by all. For chapter members who may 
wish to visit the refurbished Nancy Allen grave site in the fu­
ture, it is most easily reached by leaving Highway 44 to the 
right (east) at the old Pittville Road junction which is located 
between Hog Flat Reservoir and Mc Coy Flat Reservoir ap­
proximately 10 miles north of the junction of Highway 44 
with Highway 36 five miles west of Susanville. It is then ap­
proximately four miles to Bridge Creek via the old Pittville 
Road. The grave is in the large meadow off to the left within a 
few feet of the creek. Do not attempt this drive before the 
roads are dry after winter. 

The marker inscription at the gravesite reads: 

NANCY ALLEN GRAVE-NOBLES EMIGRANT TRAIL 
Many hundreds of overland trail emigrants died 

while crossing the continent during the great 
westward expansion of the mid-Nineteenth Century. 
Most of these emigrants were buried in unmarked 

graves beside the trails, and have been lost to 
history. This Nancy Ann Allen grave is one of a 

very few graves which was marked at the time of 
death on local stone and has survived as a known 
site down to the present time. It is a very special 

place for all of those Americans who treasure 
their national heritage. 

The inscription on the gravestone reads: 

NANCY ANN ALLEN 
Age 25 years 

Died Sept. 27, 1857 

Research has provided no further biographical information. 
However, on June 23, 1865, Major Gorham Kimball, driving 
a flock of sheep to Idaho from California, wrote in his jour­
nal: "Found the grave of Mrs. Nancy Allen today. Some poor 
emigrant woman---on her way to California." 

The grave was marked and fenced with iron pipe fencing in 

California-Nevada J 

OCTA volunteers working on the Nancy Allen gravesite. 
- Photo by Bill Mueller 

1924. The inscription on the small attached plate reads: 
"Restored by 'Women's Study Club' of Westwood 1924." In 
September, 2000, as part of its program for preserving this 
nation's overland emigrant trail heritage, the California/ 
Nevada Chapter of OCTA was granted permission by the 
Fruit Growers Supply Company of Burney, CA to replace the 
badly-deteriorated and vandalized pipe fencing with this 
wooden fence and historic marker. 

Nobles Trail was opened as an emigrant route into Shasta 
City and the northern Sacramento Valley in 1852. William· 
Kohles contracted with the merchants of Shasta City to show 
a party of representatives from that prosperous gold mining 
settlement the new route in return for the payment of $2000 
with the proviso that "should [the accompanying party] be 
dissatisfied with the road when they reach the eastern slope of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountain, I shall not consider myself enti­
tled to any remuneration whatsoever." Nobles received his 
promised fee with the enthusiastic thanks of the party, and 
continued on to the East, where he was instrumental in the 
successful effort to establish the Honey Lake, South Pass, 
Fort Kearny Military Road--the Honey Lake-to-Humboldt­
River section of this road being his Nobles Trail. 

The route of the trail branched off of the earlier Applegate­
Lassen Trail in the Black Rock Desert of .Nevada and came 
by way of Smoke Creek Rush Creek, Honey Lake Valley 
(Susanville), Bridge Creek, Bogard Station, and Poison Lake. 
At Poison Lake the trail turned westward and then southward 
up Butte Creek to enter Lassen National Park at Butte Lake. 
Here it turned westward again to pass north of Cindercone 
and Mt. Lassen to Deer Flat Shingletown, Fort Reading, and 
Shasta City. In later years, branches were opened off of it to 
Oroville via Lake Almanor and Inskip, to Yreka via Fort 
Crook and the Old Military Road east of Mt. Shasta. Nobles' 
route was heavily used in the 1850s and 1860s as a route for 
bringing large herds of stock into California. -- Mary Mueller 



January 2.001 Nows 1,0 .. 111o Plal,cs Page 17 

OCT A Members Help Dedicate Emigrant Trail Site 
October 20 found OCTA CA-NV Chapter President Bill 

Webster and his wife Beverly miles from their Bakersfield 
home in a pretty valley in the Sierra where they had camped 
with their children over 32 years ago. 

The name of this valley? Hope Valley, 25 miles from South 
Lake Tahoe at the junction of Highways 88 and 89. It is the 
very same valley that prompted Henry William Bigler, open­
ing the Carson River Route with the first Mormon party on 
their way to Salt Lake, to write in his journal in 1848: "July 
29. Moved across about one mile and half and camped at 
what we called Hope Valley, as we now began to have hope." 

And the very same area used by emigrants "recruiting" after 
struggling through the three Carson River crossings and be­
fore tackling the Devil's Ladder to top Carson Pass and on to 
the 9,600-foot West Pass to crest the Sierra. 

The Websters were among 42 folks gathered for a ribbon­
cutting and dedication which marked the opening of a handi­
cap-access fishing area at the old Pickets Junction of High­
ways 88 (Carson Route) and 89 (south branch of Johnson's 
Cutoff). But this is a little ahead of the story. 

For over 10 years, a group of conservationists under the 
name of Friends of Hope Valley have been raising awareness 
and funds to save the valley from developers who envisioned 
condos and commercial use of this historic area. 

Among the most involved were OCTA members John and 
Patty Brissenden, owners of Sorensen's and Hope Valley Re­
sorts in Woodfords Canyon, just east of Hope Valley. Over 10 
years, $25 million was raised to buy approximately 25,000 
acres to make it public land, including $4 million from Cali­
fornia Proposition 70 (money for Parks and Wildlife). 

Quoting Richard Flint of the California Department of Fish 
and Game, approximately 16,000 acres is under his depart­
ment's protection in the valley. He was very proud of the fact 
that only two small culverts were used in construction of the 
new access. The slope and angle of the cement trail means 
that water flooding up from the river or snow water melting 
from above will not impact natural flow. The remaining acre­
age is under the protection ofToiyabe National Forest. 

The new asphalt parking area includes four handicapped 
and eight regular parking places and a handicap-designed 
restroom. From there a wheelchair can easily roll on an as­
phalt road (old Highway 89) to the turn onto a wide cement 
trail that leads gently to two excellent fishing platforms on the 
river to fish for trout. Cost: $250,000. 

So why is the story of any interest to emigrant trail buffs? 
Five yards down the trail from the restroom, old Highway 

88 crosses the trail and running parallel with old 88 is the 
Emigrant Trial. Looking to your left five yards is a beautiful 
interpretive OCT A sign directly on the Emigrant Trail. 

The project was approved over two years ago by the CA­
NV Chapter, which agreed to pay half of the cost of the sign, 
with Fish and Game paying the other half. Tom Hunt, CA-NV 
Chapter Preservation Officer, supported and helped OCTA 
Board member Frank Tortorich in the wording of the sign and 
its procurement. The sign was installed and dedicated by a 
small group of OCT A members in late July just prior to be-

ginning a two­
day chapter work 
program. 

Those present 
at the dedication 
included Bob 
Anderson, repre­
senting the Al­
pine County 
Chamber of 
Commerce, and 
Alpine County 
Supervisor Her­
man Zellmer, 
who have jointly 
stepped forward 
to pay for the 
trash pick-up and 
pumping of the 
holding tank in 
perpetuity; Banky 

Curtis of the Cali-'------'-------------' 
fornia Depart-
ment of Fish and 
Game, a true sup­
porter of this first 
handicap fishing 
site in Alpine 

Installing the OCTA plaque on the Emigrant 
Trail are, clockwise from bottom left, Ford 
Osborn, Garald Mosher, Frank Tortorich 

and Jim Carman. 
- Photo by Mary Ann Tortorich 

County; Georgia Lipphardt of the Wildlife Conservation 
Board and Judy Warren of Friends of Hope Valley and a CAL 
Trout Streamkeeper, who represented their organizations 
which worked with Fish and Game and Caltrans to see this 
ten-year dream come to fruition; and Frank Tortorich, repre­
senting OCT A. 

Frank gave a short (well .... for him) history of the valley 
and its importance in the westward migration. He also intro­
duced Bill Webster, who praised Frank for the work he has 
done in diligently protecting this part of the overland trails 
that OCT A strives to preserve throughout the West. 

After each speaker acknowledged others who were part of 
the project, Fish and Game brought a truckload of trout for 
young and old alike to carry buckets of fish to the river and 
set free in their new home. First to be honored were the chil­
dren of the contractor who, only days before, joined the fam­
ily wire-brushing large rocks and boulders of splashed-on ce­
ment to enable the site to look its best for the ceremony. 

Concluding the activities, Frank Tortorich, Sorensen's emi­
nent Emigrant Trail historian, gave about 20 folks a short tour 
on the Trail in the area. 

As far I know, this is the only handicap accessible interpre­
tive marker on pristine trail in California. 

Other OCT A members attending the dedication were Milt 
and June Otto of Marysville and Mary Ann Tortorich. 

- Mary Ann Tortorich 
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The /z.eading Trail . by Lyndia t:.arler 

Sometime back, I was discussing children's historical litera­
ture with fellow OCTA member Rosemary Palmer, an expert 
on children's trail experiences. Rosemary suggested, and I to­
tally agree, that actual diaries kept by children and teens on the 
trail and their reminiscences about their journeys west should 
form a significant part of historical reading for young people. 
Real histories can be every bit as engrossing for young readers 
as historical fiction and much more accurate and informative. 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if real stories were used, especially if 
they gripped the child's attention as well as a well-written his­
torical novel? It is fortunate, then, that OCTA members re­
cently have distinguished themselves by writing wonderful his­
torical works for children. 

First, The Overland Memoir of Charles Frederick True: A 
Teenager on the California Trail, 1859 (by Charles Frederick 
True, edited by his granddaughter, Sally Ralston True; 1966, 
republished by the Oregon-California Trails Association, Inde­
pendence, Missouri, 1993). This book is an excellent trail re­
source for adults, but let us not miss the benefit of this book as 
reading for junior and senior high school students who want to 
know what it was it was really like to be a teenager going west 
by covered wagon with a family. Charles True was just 16 
when he made the journey to California. Many years later, in 
his seventies, he wrote his memories down. He wrote with ab­
sorbing style and good humor, and he literally makes trail life 
come alive for children today. The past is anything but dead in 
this fine reminiscence. He was a real person and evel)thing he 
writes is real - the reasons they went west, his tender feelings 
for his faithful dog, his relationships with his parents, his wor­
ries for his four-year-old sister who breaks her leg under a 
wagon wheel, how he dealt with the fun, tedium and trials of 
the long journey. He paints an intimate, authentic picture, one 
that even the most knowledgeable and skilled fiction writer 
would have great difficulty equaling. If you already have this 
book, share it with a teenager. If you don't yet own it in your 
personal library, it's time to get it now from OCT A headquar­
ters. Read it, research with it, and best of all, make it available 
to a young person, who will learn that history is made up of 
young men and women a whole lot like themselves, whose trail 
adventures and incidents they can vicariously experience only 
through voices from the past. 

OCTA member Violet T. Kimball makes a multitude of real 
children's actual trail experiences accessible to young histol)· 
buffs in her book Stories of Young Pioneers: In Their Own 
Words (Missoula, Montana; Mountain Press Publishing Com­
pany, 2000). You can purchase the book for $14 by writing the 
publishing company at P.O. Box 2399, Missoula, MT 59806, or 
by calling 1-800-234-5308. Written especially for middle 
school and junior high school ages (10-15), this well-crafted 
book is also very readable and useful for high school students. 
(I found it delightful reading for adults as well.) Kimball's style 
is easy for students to comprehend, thus maintaining high inter­
est, but she certainly does not insult them by speaking down to 
them. Pulling from an enormous range of sources from young 
travelers on the Mormon, Oregon and California trails, she 

beautifully blends quotes from reminiscences, autobiogra­
phies and actual diaries with her well-researched commen­
tary. She achieves a fine balance between the participants' 
voices and her own. Kimball's young trail people range in age 
from six years old to nineteen, thus giving a broad spectrum 
of experiences and reactions. She organized her chapters the­
matically and between them inserted profiles of specific chil­
dren or teens who made the westward journey. This format 
gives both the whole experience in one person's view and 
specific information regarding various aspects of trail life. 
Kimball covers just about everything that kids would be inter­
ested in: preparations, daily routine, fun and recreation, work, 
discipline, Indians, animal life ( domestic and otherwise), love 
and courtship, sickness, death, danger, trials and adventure. 
Her writing demonstrates skillful scholarship and a commit­
ment to tell the story the way it was. This book will help chil­
dren feel and experience what those long-ago children lived. 

But what if a real someone did not leave his or her own re­
cord? T.L. Loftin came to grips with that dilemma in her book 
Westward Go! Fremont, Randy & Kit Carson Open Wide the 
Oregon Trail (Santa Fe, New Mexico; Toe Loftin Publishers, 
2000). Loftin wanted to tell the exciting story of the 1842 Fre­
mont expedition through the eyes of 12-year-old Randolph 
Benton, who accompanied his brother-in-law John Charles 
Fremont on his assignment to map the Oregon Trail to South 
Pass. Fremont left an excellent record, but the boy did not. 
Fremont made very little mention of Randy. Yet the child was 
there, experiencing the grand adventure of exploring Kansas, 
Nebraska, Colorado and Wyoming. Loftin dramatizes the 
story by heavily relying on Fremont's account, other histori­
cal documents, books, and opinions of experts, then filling in 
the blanks with logical speculation, using historical clues and 
some good creativity to tell what the boy could have been do­
ing. It makes for fascinating reading and brings knowledge of 
the Fremont expedition within the grasp of young readers who 
like a good story and don't want to read a textbook rendition. 
To distinguish fact from speculation, Loftin uses margin notes 
to inform the reader how she obtains each piece of the story. 
The book reads like a novel, something that kids will appreci­
ate, and is full of high adventure, emotion and humor. Of 
course, Randy is in the middle of everything, the hero, as all 
children would like to be. There are also many illustrations by 
Beth Berryman. It is well suited for junior high and high 
school students, but adults will also find it captivating read­
ing. At nearly 500 pages, the book may be a little much for 
some young readers, so it may be a good idea to read it with 
him or her, which is a great way to do a book anyway. Avid 
readers probably won't mind the length because the story will 
carry them through the pages. In a couple of places, the read­
ing gets a little technical, but otherwise the reader is swept off 
on a grand, fast-paced adventure with Randy. This is an out­
of-the-ordinary work of historical fiction, with a strong docu­
mentary base, and it is pleasurable reading. You can purchase 
it for $25 from Tee Loftin Publishers, 685 Gonzales Road, 
Santa Fe, KM. 87501 (Fax or telephone 305-989-1931). 
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Membership Roster Update 
New National Members of OCT A since October 1, 2000 

Bay, Mary Glennys Baker Feldhausen, Alan Marek, Ernie & Michele Sapp, Mary L. 
6401 Stagecoach Rd. 1098 10th Rd. 241 N. Wolf Rd. 3405 Creasy Springs Rd. 
Killeen, TX 76542 Marysville, KS 66508 Des Plaines, IL 60016 Columbia, MO 65202 

785-562-2641 84 7-635-8365 573-442-6230 
Beers, Frank T. Ill 

Gaither, Grant Martin, Wes Smith, Edgar C. 3008 Hawk.sdale Dr. 
Las Vegas, NV 89134 210 Lyon Dr. 4909 Cherokee Rd NE PO Box6073 
702-242-2682 Fernley NV 89408 Albuquerque, NM 87100 Carmel, CA 93921 

Hitt, Clark 
505-837-1361 

Smith, Molly Bolte, Richard A. 
McCormick, Jeane 755 Rae Dr. Box 198 19365 E. Club House Ct. 

Hartland, WI 53029 Crowell, TX 79227 5625 SE Paulen Rd. Sandy, OR 97055 

Boos, Kevin 
940-684-1970 Berryton, KS 66409 503-622-4838 

Hobson, Nathaniel 
785-862-2707 

1791 S. 59th Rd. Stallones, Tia 
Nebraska City NE 68410 1558 Houghton Ave. Mesken, Lorraine 1010 Dearbome 
402-874-9035 Corning, CA 96021 2610 W. 49th St. Caldwell, ID 83605 

Brown, Dr. and Mrs. Dale 
530-824-0798 Minneapolis, MN 55410 

Ingram, Carma 
612-922-3845 Teresi, Anthony T. 

2338 St. Joseph Dr. PO Box524 
Schenectady, NY 12309 702 Clovercrest Dr. Noonan, Doumina Lodi, CA 95241 

Carver, Mona 
Murray, UT 84123 1649 Halpin Rd. 
801-268-3027 New Haven, VT 05472 Thackrey, Donald E. & 

57 Pine Mountain Rd. Sherry 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 Isakson, Richard Oddy, John 1 Dover Ct. 5072 St. Andrews Dr. 49195 Bell Acres Rd Ann Arbor, Ml 48103 Cherry, Wesley L. Loveland, CO 80537 Chilliwack, British Columbia 734-663-2581 1541 Criteser Loop 970-669-6767 Canada V421C1 
Toledo, OR 97391 

Keane, Melissa 604-858-6809 Toole, Nancy Baker 
541-336-2009 834 Berkshire Dr. 704 E 4th Palmer, John 
Craig, Richard Tucson, AZ 85719-5013 1400 Watertrough Rd. 

Rockledge, FL 32955 

13428 Mt. Tabor Rd. 520-882-0414 Sebastopol, CA 954 72 Wesockes, Joan 
Odessa, MO 64076 

Koenig, Dr. Ken & PO Box9279 

Crosby, Peter 
Pardue, Jeff San Diego, CA 92169 Ms. Lisa Rose 690 NE 5th St. 

858-272-3871 PO Box7919 217 National St. Hermiston, OR 97838 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 Santa Cruz, CA 95060 541-567-2641 White, Kenneth L. 
530-583-9398 831-425-8836 14 Woodside Dr. 

Davis, Lynn 
Pautz, Maurice E. Prescott, AZ 86305 Kraft/Lund Family 3068 S. Pitkin Way 520-445-4036 15759 213 Ave Rt 1 Box 124A Aurora, CO 80013 

Spirit Lake, IA 51360 287 Indian Creek Rd. 303-690-7554 Wilbur, Joan 
712-336-4182 Lusk, WY 82225 5881 Bell Rd. 

Du Pas, Martha Lawrence, Amy Marie 
Phillips, Gerald & Patricia Redding, CA 96001 
2143 Thomas 530-241-8156 Dexter McCarty Mid-School 15 Lawrence Rd. Berkley, Ml 48072 

4000 SE 5th St. Laramie, WY 82070 248-543-4528 
Gresham, OR 97080 307-745-5948 

~----------------------------------------------------
OBIIGOR•~ 
'l'BAIUI &880Cl&TZOH rm 
P.O. Box 1019 / Independence, MO 64051-0519 / (816) 252-2276 
E-Mail: octahqts@gvl.net 
0 Dr. D Mr. 0 M111. D M•. (Pl• .. check) 

Nam•-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Addrea•-~~~~--~~~-----~~-

City State __ Zip __ 

Telephone( ) -------

NEW MEMBERSHIP 
Membership Cltegorles 

(Ched!One) 

D Individual 
D Family 
D Supporting 
D Patron 
D Institutional 
D Life 
0 Corporate 
D Student" 
0 Gift 

$40/year 
$45/year 
$7Slyear 

$125/year 
$300/year 

$1000 
$1,25Q.lyear 

$15/year 

Amount Enclosed $ OR 
0 VISA O MC Exp.O... __ _ 

'·--------------

Clip & Use 
For New 
Members 

"Memberships are available 
for full-time students at 
accredited colleges/ 
universitie1, with verifica­
tion. Studenl membe111hips 
an, limited to four years. 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
OCTA ARE TAX DEDUCTI­
BLE TO THE FULL EX­
TENT ALLOWED BY LAW. 

e-mall address ___________ _ ·----------------------------------------------------~ 
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-+ Searching for Lizzie Charlton 

-+ Marilyn Bryan OCT A Treasurer 

-+ Membership Drive Underway 

-+ City of Rocks Court Victory 

-+ More Money For Trails Work 

-+ Black Rock Legislation Approved 
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