











met by a larger number of North-
west Chapter members, a televi-
sion crew, and other invited
guests. The family members tock
part in the dedication of markers
recently placed at the grave of
Catherine and three unknown
pioneers who died on the Meek
Cutoff in 1845.

After opening ceremonies at the
park, a car caravan headed out the
six miles to the gravesite. A drizzle
had turned theroads to grease and
cars slid everywhere until the deci-
sion was made to drive over the
desert. That worked out well.

The group then returned to the
park for the greatest and largest
Butts family reunion ever held,
according to the family. Many of
them had never met each other.
Besides those from the Washing-
ton-Oregon area, those attending
included: Susan and Todd Reilly
from California, Bob and Aletha
Templman from Nebraska, and
Barbara Nault who flew in from
Anchorage, Alaska for the event.

Just being part of this dedication
and preservation project certainly
lifted the hearts and spirits of
all Northwest Chapter people
present.

Dick Ackerman, Pres.

Southeast

Efforts are continuing to try to
bring about a chapter in the south-
eastern part of the country. Any
ideas on how to bring this about
are welcome.

Regardless of the participation
in such a chapter, if you are going
to the St. Joseph convention, Clyde
Welsh would like to hear from you,

Clyde Welsh

706 Novarese St.

Memphis, TN 38122

(901)683-1254

Trails Head

Charlie Martin, Sr. came down
from Omaha on April 21 to present
a program on the “Pony Express
Trail.” Charlie drew upon his ex-
tensive collection of slides to illus-
trate the talk.

Pauline Fowler, Trails Head
member from Independence, has
helped with the recent National
Park Service map process of the
Santa Fe Trail.

“Architecture & Landscape
alongthe Oregon Trail,” an exhibit
of 60 photographs by Robert T.
Mooney, professor of architecture
at the University of Illinois, was
co-sponsored during the month of
May by Trails Head chapter and
the Johnson County (Ks.) Mu-
seum. Robert W. Richmond, for-
mer president of the American As-
sociation for State and Local His-
tory, was the speaker at the open-
ing reception at the Museum, The
project was partly funded by the
Kzansas Committee for the Hu-
manities. As a result of the project,
Trails Head chapteris distributing
free maps of the historic trails in
Johnson County.

On June 18th Trails Head helda
Trail Trek from the eastern Kan-
sas State Line to the campus of the
University of Kansas in Lawrence.
Along the Oregon Trail they
stopped to honor those who have
helped to sign or promote the trail
in the community. Stops included
Lone Elm Campground and Blue
Mound. On the K.U. campus the
final program was given by David

Dary, noted western writer and
ingtructor of journalism at K.U.
Dary was nominated for a Pulitzer
Prize for his book Cowboy Culture.

Ross Marshall, Pres.

Wyoming

Jude Carino of the Casper BLM
office gave a program on trail
archaeology for the chapter on
May 11.

On May 7th a small but dedi-
cated group turned out on a 40
degree day to do a mini-trip. Stops
included Robert Stuart’s cabin
site, Sgt. Custard Cemetery, and
the Gothberg swales, near wherea
plant was recently built.

June 25-26 there will be a tour by
the State Historical Society just
like the one for OCTA last year: Ft.
Fetterman, Ayres Natural Bridge,
and the Sun Ranch area. Many
local OCTA people will join the
tour,

A picnic is tentatively planned

for August.
Art Randall, Pres.

In Respectful Memory

William Bragg, Wyoming histo-
rian and author, passed away in
May. Bill was the speaker at
OCTA’s gathering at Ft. Casper
during the 1987 convention. He
also donated the Pony Express
medallion which we dedicated at
First Interstate Plaza in Casper.
Bill had written several books and
many articles, winning the West-
ern Writers of America’s “Golden
Spur” Award for a short work of
fiction.
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Pauline Henderson Boyer,
daughter of the legendary Paul
Henderson of Nebraska, has
passed away. She had assisted
Merrill Mattes with planning the
Henderson Memorial, one of the
most significant aspects of the
Scottsbluff convention,
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Buzz Eckenburg, who took part
in the Old Mojave Road Rendez-
vous in early April, passed away
April 29. He was active in OCTA

and the Pony Express and spent
many years searching out routes
across western states. He owned a
large collection of relics which he
hoped would one day be displayed
in an QCTA museum,
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Word has been received of the
recent death of David Turner. He
was an OCTA member and owner
of Yellowstone Books.

RECENT

CONTRIBUTIONS
HIGH ROCK CANYON
FUND: Pat Loomis

PRESERVATION FUND:
Dick & Trudy Ackerman
Helen & Jack Holmes

Isabel & Bob Huntoon

Blye & Jack McGee

Peggy & Ted Montgomery
Jean & Bob Pruitt

Roy Schapler

June & George Watkins

Ella Mae & Bert Young.
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