











NEW OCTA BROCHURE NOW AVAILABLE

The new color brochures are now
available from the OCTA headquarters
office in Independence. If you feel that
you could use some brochures to help
explain OCTA to others or promole
membership, please contact Jeanne
Miller at headquarters.

After the completion of this project,
1 have a real sense of appreciation for
those who developed OCTA's first bro-
chure; it served us well for a number of
years. With OCTA's growth, it was
time to enhance and update the bro-
chure. Several chapters and variouos
members contributed their ideas as to
content and what would best help them
in promoting their local membership. I
thank them for the time they took.

Several people deserve specialrec-
ognition for their contribution. The cost
of a quality, color brochure would have
been prohibitive without the aid of Greg
Franzwa. He secured the donation of
the film preparation from OSL; paper
for20,000 brochures from Shaughnessy-
Kneip-Hawe Paper Company; and print-
ing of the brochures from the John Stark
Printing Company (all of St. Louis).
These companies were gracious in their
donation and a delight to work with.

Inaddition, Bill and Jan Mceller of
Omaha were very generous in donating
the use of their photograph "Deep Ruts"
near Guernsey, Wyoming, on the bro-
chure cover. The picture of William

Henry Jackson's "Approaching Chim-
ney Rock" on the inside of the brochure
was used through the courtesy of the
National Park Service. Lastly,I wantto
thank artist David Mead for designing
the brochure and sticking with me
through the many proof readings and
revisions, He took a personal interestin
the project and donated numerous hours
past those contracted to enhance the
brochure's appearance.

The brochures are already being
used for several projects. Jeanne Miller
will use them in a large mailing seeking
new memberships. In addition, chap-
ters are being asked to place brochures
at historic sites in their area in order to
make the public more aware of OCTA.

I encourage all of you to take ad-
vantage of the brochure and to use it
when you tell others about OCTA. Let
them know what their membership will
do to "PRESERVE the trails used by
emigrant travelers going West", "PRO-
MOTE research and education" and
"SUPPORT the OCTA headquarters and
library in Independence”., Let them
know that with a membership they can
receive the Qverland Journal and News
From the Plaing, as well as have the
opportunity toparticipatein annual con-
ventions, rendezvous and local chapter
activities, Please help OCTA grow!

Jackie Lewin, Membership Chair
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HELP WANTED
FOR OCTA'S JOURNAL AND NEWSLETTER

The Overland Journal and News
From the Plains are in need of a volun-
teer to take charge of advertising for
both publications. No ecxpericnce
needed - just a willingness to organize
mail solicitations to targeted publishers
and booksellers who might be inter-
ested in advertising in OCTA's journal
and/or newsletter. The job will also
entail following up any responses and
arranging for ads placed in either publi-
cation.

Currently the ads we receive result
from inquiries of publishers and book-
sellers. Our existing editorial and office
staff are so overburdened already that
no one has the time to reach out to
additional advertisers to contact. We
are convinced a greater advertising
market exists for our publications if
only a volunteer would take on this
responsibility.  You could be instro-
mental in increasing revenues for ad-
vertising and thereby enhance the qual-

HAVE YOU SEEN?

Many OCTA members are doing
research on trail related subjects, and
are busy writing books and articlesabout
their research. Books are frequently
reviewed in the Overland Journal, but
articles may not be as widely known.
The NFP will try to keep the member-
ship up to date on these articles.

Contact the editor if you have in-
formation about an article the member-
ship might find of interest.

The following two articles were
wrilten by OCTA members.

" Journeys to the Land of Gold -
Emigrants on the Bozeman Trail,
1863-1866" by Susan Badger Doyle of
Albuquerque, NM, gives the bricf, dra-
matic life of the West's most contested
emigrant route. It appeared in Mon-
tana, The Magazine of Western History,
Autumn 1991, Vol, 41, No. 4.

"Traces of the Pioneers: Photo-
graphing the Overland Trail", by
Greg MacGregor of Oakland, CA, isa
photo essay whichincludes modern day
photographs of trail scenes taken from
the viewpoint of one standing on the
trail itself. It will appear in California
History, The Magazine of the Califor-
nia History Society, Winter 1991/92.

In addition, two articles concern-
ing the Donner Party are in the literature
that you might want to read. One is
titled "Donner Party Deaths: A De-
mographic Assessment" by Donald
K. Grayson. It appeared in the Journal
of Anthropological Research, Vol. 46,
No. 3, Fall, 1990. It uses the Donner
Party to ". . . expand our understanding
of the roles that sex, age, and social
factors play in determining survival and
death during a natural disaster”. The
second article, "Living Through the
Donner Party”, in Discover, March
1992, is loosely based on the above
article by Grayson.

ity of our journal and newsletter. If you
are interested in volunteering for this
important job, please contact Elaine
McNabney, Editorial Assistant for the
QOverland Joumal, at OCTA Headguar-
ters by mail or phone.
Don Buck, Publications Chair
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WHO IS THIS? or: The Battle of Names and ZIPs

Today, in my irregular column
about OCTA's compuier-generated
mailings, I shall deal with who you are
to OCTA, your name, and who you are
to the postal service, your ZIP code.

What you print (PLEASE!} on your
renewal card is what will appear on
your mailing label, so please take a
moment tocheck your label on this NFP

for accuracy. In the past I have listed
Tomoko Amagami as Mr. (she sent me
a lovely card to let me know she was a
woman in Japan!) and two of our "Jan"s
as Mrs.: one let me know immediately
he was a Mr. I also have "married” a
mother to a son and who knows what
other errors. Most members list first
and last names of all family members,
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OCTA
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT, REVENUES & EXPENSES
FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 1991

BUDGET ACTU DIEFERENCE
SUPPORT
DUES INCOME $60,000 $54,000 ($5,725)
DONATIONS _ 1980 __ 2780 800
TOTAL SUPPORT 61,980 57,055 (4,925)
REVENUES
0OJ & NFP REVENUE 3,000 3,940 940
MERCHANDISE REVENUES 12,000 16,753 4,753
INTEREST INCOME 4,844 4,844
CONVENTION-ODD YEAR 45,000 56,661 11,661
CONVENTION-EVEN YEAR 8,000 (8,000)
GENERAL CONTINGENCY 30,000 (30,000)
GENERAL CASH 20,000 (20,000)
TOTAL REVENUES __ 118,000 __82,198 _(35,802)
TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUES $179,980 $139,253 ($40,727)
BUDGET ACTUAL DIF NC
EXPENSES:
OFFICERS 8,850 9,583 733
COMMITTEES 13,630 7,176 (6,454)
HEADQUARTERS 31,250 26,504 {4,845)
PUBLICATIONS = 58,200 37,000 (21,191}
OTHER: 57,300 61,651 4,351
Convention 35,000 48,826 13,826
OCTA Merchandise Cost 4,300 7,466 3,166
Capital Equipment 4,000 4,974 974
Black Rock/Henderson 385 385
Contingency Funds __ 14,000 o (14,000)
TOTAL EXPENSES __ 179,980 __ 147,828 __(32,152)
EXCESS OF EXPENSES
OVER REVENUES $0 ($8,575) ($8,575)

*An additional $8,675 was spent for special publications during
the year but was added to the OCTA Store inventory.

by Elaine McNabney,
Headquarters Volunteer

i.e., Elaine and Kendall McNabney, but
some have written Mr, and Mrs. What-
ever. In the worst scenario I face nearly
daily, a renewal card arrives with a
family renewal but only one of the pre-
vious two names listed. I stick to my
rule of printing just what is written,
wondering if I've hurt some feelings by
eliminating a name. Please do let me
know of errors in the name(s) on your
label. To us, you are real people.

Thanks much to those of you who
notice the tiny hyphen in the ZIP code
box and add your expanded four num-
bers. Yes, we are facing that as a re-
quirement soon so when you communi-
cate with us add those four extra digits.
You can find them on any utility bill,

In the future you will face another
occasional comedy of errors when you
receive your renewal letter. We'll be
using acomputer generated "Dear What-
ever.," When you check the Dr,, Mr,,
Mrs. or Ms. box on your renewal card,
that salutation will appear on your let-
ter. I'm too scared to try to read minds
soany cards withno boxes checked will
be treated to Dear First Name". That
probably will infuriate some members,
and here is my apology in advance. My
only option is a Dear First Name Last
Name", and that is worse.

Iffaced with one of my errors, don't
take it out on OCTA and reduce your
commitment . . . remember that it is a
trained monkey-type volunteer making
all the mistakes!

OCTA HAS A FAX

OCTA now has a
FAXin the office. Itis
set to receive orders,
letters, etc. 24 hours a
day. The number is
816-252-2276.
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OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION
1992 ANNUAL CONVENTION

August 12-15, 1992
Holiday Inn, Rock Springs, Wyoming

JOIN THE

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
IN ROCK SPRINGS, WYOMING
AUGUST 12-15

WELCOME TO ROCK SPRINGS! ! !

The Bureau of Land Management, Rock Springs and Green River Chambers of Commerce, and the entire community
are looking forward to hosting OCTA's 10th Annual Convention.

Rock Springs and Green River are small towns, but we're big on having a good time. And that's our main goal for this
year's convention - that you have a good time, see old friends, make some new friends, and see a lot of trail.

This year's convention will focus on the trail and cutoffs between South Pass and Fort Bridger. In southwest Wyoming,
the "trail" is actually four trails - Oregon, California, Mormon Pioneer, and Pony Express - in pretty much one corridor. Other
trails in the area include the Overland Stage, the "Quilaw" Trail, and the river "trails,” The first Grand Canyon river
explorations started from Green River, Wyoming.

Because of Wyoming's sparse population patterns, most of the nation's remaining pristine trail on public lands is located
here in southwest Wyoming, And because that trail is today, for the most part, like it was 140-odd years ago, it's rough
traveling. Those of you who want to get into the "back country” on the post-convention tours are encouraged to bring 4-wheel
drive vehicles or high-clearance 2-wheel drives.

In planning the convention, we've aimed at offering a diverse range of experiences. Hence the 3-day hands-on
Archaeology Field School at the Salt Wells Stage Station; the work day searching for new inscriptions at Emigrant Springs
on the Slate Creek Cutoff; the river float trip down the Green River which at least one group of 49ers attempted (William
Manly and crew); and our barbeque on the west bank of the Green River where we'll eat some roast beef and buffalo burgers,
and listen to OCTA musicians rekindle the feclings pioneers felt when they had crossed the Green.

So, bring your trail clothes (please, no ties at the Awards Banquet) and be ready to relax and have a good time. See you

in August.
Mike Brown, Convention Chairman

MORE CONVENTION INFORMATION ON FOLLOWING PAGES
NFP March 1992 - page 9


















PRE-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES

POST-CONVENTION DRIVING TOURS

August 9, 10, 11 - Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
Archaeology Field School

If you've ever wanted to be an archaeologist or see what
one actually does, now's your opportunity!

Join a team of BLM and Western Wyoming College
professional archeologistsin the continuing excavation of the
Salt Wells Stage Station on the Overland Trail, Participants
will be bused each day from the Rock Springs Holiday Inn to
the sitec where they will learn and use techniques of surface
mapping, stratigraphic profile mapping, artifact recovery,
and provenience recordation, Buses will return to the Holi-
day Inn cach day.

August 10 - Monday - Lander Road Hike

Participants will camp out Sunday nightin the area of the
LaBarge Meadows and on Monday will hike approximately
8 miles over the Lander Road to Smith's Fork through the
Bridger Teton National Forest. The hike is very strenuous
over rugged terrain to approximately 9000 feet elevation.
Interested hikers must pre-register with Larry Jones, 6230
San Luis Way, Boise, ID 83709. People must supply their
own (ransportation.

August 11 - Tuesday - Emigrant Springs-Slate Creek
work day

Locok for new (unrecorded) inscriptions!

Join BLM archaeologists/historians for a one-day ses-
sion at Emigrant Springs on the Slate Creek cutoff, Partici-
pants will be bused to the site where they will assist with
recording emigrant inscriptions and search for new inscrip-
tions in the area. BLM historical investigations began at the
site in 1989 when several hundred names on an emigrant

Most of the post-convention tours are set for Sunday,
August 16th heading in all directions so that people can
participate as they drive home. There is no fee for the post-
convention tours, though people must supply their own
transportation and meals. Please contact the individual tour
leaders to sign up.

Sunday, August 16th
Lander Road (pickup/4-wheel drive)
Contact: Dave Vesterby
BLM Pinedale Resource Area
P.O. Box 768
Pinedale, WY 82941

Outlaw Trail/Brown's Park (passcnger car)

Contact: Henry Chadey
413 Fremont Avenue
Rock Springs, WY 82901
Overland Stage (pickup)
Contact: Walter Edens
1814 Park Avenue

Laramie, WY 82070

Hastings Cutoff/Donner Route/Mormon Trail -
Fort Bridger to Echo Canyon (4-wheel drive)

Contact: Lamar Berreit
1032 East 400 South
Orem, UT 84058
Sublette Cutoff (4-wheel drive)
Contact Dave Vicek
Pinedale BLM

Pinedale, WY, 82941

Monday, August 17th
Dry Sandy, Parting-of-the-Ways, Little Sandy (4 WD)

register wererecorded. The Slate Creek Cutoff was first used Contact: Mike Brown
in the 1852 emigrant season. P.O. Box 246
Rock Springs, WY 82902
PAPERS SCHEDULED

TriciaCoran - - ----- - --
Terry Del Bene - - - - - - - -
Dudley Gardiner - - - - - - -
Fred Gowans - - ----- - - -
William Hartley - - - - - - - -
Lynn Harrell - ---------
Russel Tanner - - ---- - --
Dave Vicek - - ---------
Randy Wagner - - --- - - -

"Dancing and Other Pursuits on the Oregon Trail"

"War of the Rebellion in Nebraska and Dakota Territories”
"The Overland Stage Route West"

"The Story of Fort Bridger"

"Life on the Mormon Trail in Wyoming, 1861"

"Emigrant Spring on the Slate Creek Cutoft"

"Salt Wells Stage Station”

"Names Hill on the Sublette Cutoff”

"Crossing Wyoming on the Oregon Trail"
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e # o continued from last page, col. one

Tucson, AZ, historian, author and lec-
turer, on "Ezra Meeker, Publicist for the
Oregon Trail", Aubrey is always capti-
vating and he emphasized the fact that
Ezra Meeker must be given credit for
starting the interest in remembering the
trails westward.

There was enthusiastic response
given to all the speakers. The lunch
pericd was utilized to visit the Graham
County Historical Museum in 2 nearby
building and rewarded those able to
view 100 years of local history and
historical artifacts.

Following the symposium, the
chapter members enjoyed a delightful
dinner Saturday night at The Three
Amigos Restaurant in Safford, then as-
sembled at the home of Bob and Betty
Lee for a chapter meeting and election
of officers.

For the first time, the symposium
was followed by more activities for
those who had traveled the many miles
to Safford. On Sunday morning, Janu-
ary 19, Archeologist Betty Lee guideda
group of 21 hardy souls on an exciting
trip to prehistoric Indian ruins in the
Pinaleno Mountains. This 50 room,
two story village was of boulder stone
construction and is now almost com-
pletely hidden in an gvergrowth of mes-
quite and catclaw. All were interested
tolearn that pcople inhabited this moun-
tain pediment from about 799 to 1450
AD and that old trails surrounding the
base of the mountain connected various
ancient settlernents.

A "proceedings” of the symposium
will be available in the near future,
similar to those published following the
first and second symposia.

e e e continued from last page, col. three

program with an explanation of the great
migrations figuring in the early history
of California. He noted Oregon was far
better known than California in 1841,
saying "Oregon had a viable road by
that time and California did not", plus
the Sierrawas "an enomousroad block”,

Buck pointed ouvt the Bidwell-
Bartleson party idea "got started in a
tavern in Westport, MO" where farmers
and merchants gathered evening and
where they heard glowing reports of life
in California from trappers, including
Antoine Robidoux. Buck also spoke on
John Bartleson, controversial captain
of the Bidwell-Bartleson party. Infor-
mation obtained from a descendant of
the captain indicated he was 54 when he
started for California and "had nointen-
tion of staying". Bartlesonreturned east
in 1842 and died in 1848,

Johnson gave highlights of the
Bidwell-Bartleson party's struggle to
reach California, especially after split-
ting off from the missionary party going
to Oregon, and having to abandon their
wagons in eastern Nevada,

In the panel discussion portion of
the symposium, Johnson spoke on the
party's route over the Sierra and showed
slides of the area. He said William G,
Paden tried to trace the route, but there
is much disagreement concerning his
findings.

Doyle Reed of Davis spoke on the
CROSSROAD CHAPTER'S two-day
trek over a portion of the Bidwell-
Bartleson route through Utah last fall,
using the diartes of John Bidwell and
Jimmy Johns to calculate mileages and
locate old campsites. A dubious bonus
on the trip for Reed was four flat tires!
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CA/NV/HI

Lassen/Yreka Trail in June

Tom Hunt will lead a chapter out-
ing on June 26-28 on the Lassen/Yreka
Trail. This visit to the last pristine
segment of an emigrant trail through a
major river canyon will include one day
of hiking into the inner Pit River Can-
yon. Thisleisurely eight mile round trip
hike is mostly on flat terrain. Partici-

pants will take their lunch and water
while they enjoy this beautiful canyon
with no man-made visnal intrusions.

Another day will be spent driving
to the Yreka Trail which is little known
in trail literature. A marker may be
placed by the chapter during this visit.

For more information on this out-
ing and how to sign up, contact Tom
Hunt, 950 Old Trace Road, Palo Alto,
CA 94306.

Other speakers on the panel were
Donovan Lewis of Placerville who is
researching the Bidwell-Bartleson party
for a chapter in his book, Pigngers of
California; Dick Dyer, retired Colum-
bia Coliege tecacher from Sonora, who
talked about the Kelsey family; and
Patricia Loomis of San Jose who spoke
on party members Grove Cook and
James Peter Springer.

Dyyer noted the Kelseys were semi-
literate, and that Ben became the unspo-
ken leader of the party because of a
seemingly good sense of direction and
ability to pick the best route.

Ben and Andrew participated in
the Bear Flag uprising and Nancy, Ben's
wife, provided some of her clothing to
make the flag which siill serves as
California’s state banner. The Kelseys
settled originally in the Napa Valley
north of San Francisco Bay. Here An-
drew waskilled by Indians and the town
of Kelseyville was named for him. Ben
and Nancy moved to Southern Califor-
nia where Ben died in 1888, and Nancy,
the lone woman in the party that came
over the Sierra in 1841, died in 1896.
She is buried on a ranch in remote
Cuyama Valley in northern Santa Bar-
bara County, Dyer said.

Loomis contrasted Springer and
Cook, both of whom settled in the Santa
Clara Valley, noting Springer "was prob-
ably the best educated of the whole
party", and Cook had little or no formal
education.

Springer was a family man, mem-
ber of the state legislature where he kept
acareful watch over state spending. He
was aone-man Chamber of Commerce,
making several trips back to Missouri to
recruit emigrants.

Cook was not a family man, al-
though he was married twice and fa-
thered two children. He made and lost
fortunes; was well-liked for his wit and
generosity; was the first to own any part
of world-famous New Almaden Quick-
silver Mine; died poor in 1852 and was
buried in an unmarked grave in Santa
Cruz. The grave has since been marked
by the CA-NV-HI Chapter of CCTA.

Those at the Symposium were
unanimous in their wish to hold future
such programs and discussed various
possible topics before adjournment.
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