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Preface

In explanation i#"“hould be mentioned that the following
lefters and diary we.e with few exceptions written by four
brothers, Alexander, William, John and Samuel F, McCoy. Alex-
‘ander was a civil engineer, John was a2 merchant and Santa Fe
trader settling with an older brother William in Independence,

' Mo., in 1836, and Samuel was a lawyer and the youngest of three
brothers. ~

By a fortunate accident the letters written by John A. John-;* j

son to his wife’ from Iq,sle ndence and the gold mines of Cali-;
fornia were given thé edfiG D this Journal by Mr. Johnson's son,
Eben N. Johnson' of Appletm;. ;who kindly ¢onsented to their in-;
corporation in this record. John A, Johnsbn was-also a young,
lawyer from Ohic who went to Californig in quest of gold andn

hea:th, he bemg ‘threatened with consumphon. " 5

The record was submitted to the. late Réuben G. Thwaites of
the Wisconsin Historical Society who stated that tlie record was»
an invaluable nccount of overland travel and advised its pubhcn-n
tion. ' i

This advice from a historian of Mr. Thwaites’ reputation is
largely responsible for the printing, not publication, of this ac-
count in the limited form of'a pamphlet,

It is believed that the self revelations which the letters and
diary contain go far toward refuting the too prevalent notion that
the Argonauts of '49 were godless, irreligious or immoral.

With the writers frankly unafraid to show their principles
and inmost convictions in this manner it is evident that there was
wbout them, even on the western plains, a strong Christian at-
maosphere,
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morchand!s'; . Mexico, he in company with a few other traders eluded
. the soldiers and escaped across the Mexican border,

- When Doniphan some t me later captured Chihuahua McGoflin was
... carried as a prisoner to Durahgo by the defeated Mexican governor but
*.. eventually was released.

~ His long residence in the country made him thoroughly fam'Lar with
* Mexican modes of procedure and enabled him to be of immense ass:stance
..to all Americans caught in a tangle sim.lar to ours,

~ Hreparation for
The Guerland Journey to
@alifornia in 18449

Cincinnati, Oblo We are yet at Cincinnati having been detained to get up a part of our
OP. M, outfit, and hav'ng been detained till Saturday, we thought we would remain
over the Sabbath. All of us but Sharp and Caldwell will leave for St,
Louis on Monday on the steamer “The Belle of the West”. Sharp and
Caldwell will follow about Wednesday or Thursday with our wagons.
tents, harness, etc. As Frank will not start tlll tomorrow I embrace the
present opportunity of adding another word to the hasty communication
placed in his hands the other evening,
... I have tuken u great deal of pains to get up something to send you
“und the children s mementoes, not of one that never e¢xpects to see you
again but of onc who antic'pates n long separation from those he most
dearly loves, his wife and children, 1 hope, nay, I know, they will be
acceptable—particularly yours. Yesterday we had our Daguerrotypes
taken at 81.50 to send back to our wives. [ had mine taken first for you
in plain duds and then for Sarnh in full California rig at her request.
My first likeness was not very good but my last one, for Sarah, was pro-
nounced the prettiest and most perfect, all .things cons'dered, of the
whole. I was not satisfled that Sarah’s should take the premium so I had
m:ne token over again which is pronounced to be a very good likeness.
This I had framed and handed to Frank. Still every one of the Company
and others seemed most to admire Sarah's, ‘This morning I slipped off to
the Daguerrotype Gallery and had tny likeness taken and set in the Gold
Breast-Pin sent you. In th'nking it over I remembered that you had often
snid you would like my m’ninture in a Breast-P:n  The pin cost me $4.00
including the mininture but this I do not g:udge and should not if it was
$20. although everything is high and we have no more moncy than is
barely sufficient. When I returned my miniature in pin was greatly ad-
m'red and pronounced the best of my likenesses and the most appropriate,
Boren and Smith went immediately and got ench a pin in miniature exactly
1 ke mine. But I know it is not necessary for nie to send you presents to
ensure an nffectionate remembrance but it does me good to thus g.ve ex-
pression to the indelible love we mutually bear each other I send Lucy
one book and mark and our love and two primers to Theodore.
Give my love to the children and write me at Independence, Missourl.
P. S,—I got me a new revolving pistol that will shoot six times in ten
s¢conds and knife and dirk and hatchet. Sarahs likcness shows all ex-
cept the hatchet and that does not show very plain as it docs not hang so
as to show it plain.
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St,. Louis, Mo, We have just arrived at St. Louis und amid the hurry and the bustle
m 16, 13‘?-‘ of a large town and a busy day with us I take time simply to inform you of
we '’ fWWl'ie. our safe arrival at this.point in good health, We shall be able to get all
Veldina  igian Ve @ wiont-tere but ot bigler ratcs gonerclly than- was antic.pated. ] can-
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‘lﬁdepcndel;ee
Missouri
March 23rd, 1840

camping got about 8 miles frotn_town,.

< ure u great muny going from Missowd, mostly with:-oxen.

,,—4” -
o
A

=

Gl not tul:e fime to welte you ot lengih, Tomorrow we take u bost for Indo-

pendence and will purchase our mules on the way up. Afier our arrival

_nt Independence I will have more lelsure and then will embrace the first
-opportunity of writ ng you at length, giving you a. little history of our

Journcy and couniry so fur, incldents, thoughts, feelings, ete, ete. ‘

Do not fall to write me at Independence, Missourl, immedlately and at
least twice, ns di. ected before; as we shall probubly not leave that place
hefore the 25th of Aprit It scems as if there was a long absence befove
us and my heart feels for you; but hear up under it with a noble spir t anil
our meeting will be the more happy—probably the happest hour of cur
lives, For although we thought nothing could excel our flrst love and
carly attnchment yet with me as tme pusses -1 scems as it was to learn
more and more truly to love and value ench others happiness, And n
seperat.on like the present is calculnted to call out every dormant
feeling and exhibit it in its true colors. Love to the children and all. .

My Dear Wiie:

I nm now on the extremc frontier of the Un'ted Stutes being only 12
miles from the Indian Territory, We arrived here safely on yesterday.
And I now embrace the first opportunity to inforim you of our safe arrival,
We are now at the last and only turning point in our journey; when the
fainthearted and doubting can turn back if they choose; but this line
passed the only course is onward to the end. But we have none such in
our Company that we know of, If Sharp and Caldwell come up w th our
wagons from Cineinnati as is expected daily, we shall be in full force.

We had to run the gauntlet in reaching this place, as there was
cholera in St Louis at the time and on the Ohio River we passed one
hoat at Cairo (whe.¢ Somuel wished us to write) that had one dead of
chole.q on board. * Our boats stopped at the same lnnding and we spoke
from deck to deck; but we are now enti.ely out of reach in a very healthy
und beautiful town. We are board:ng this week in a private family at
92,25 per week: for one week, when we intend camping out until it will
he safe to start out on our journey, which will not be before one month
from this time nnd perlaps six weeks, This seems Lke n long t me but
we shall aceupy the time very proiltubly in buying up and tinining our
teams and accustoming curselves to (‘nmp'ng out. We now sleep on the
floor with nothing but our blankets, all in one room. :

We now think of going with oxen insted of mules us they are much
Lelter Liked here than mules for that purgose; for severnl rensons, the
prineipnl of which ure that there is not so much danger of oxen running
awny and the Indians will not steal them as they care nothing for an or
but they will steal n mule wherever they enn catch him.  Oxen will
probably require some fifteen days more on the road but what is that
compared with the safety of an oxteam? It is not regarded ns anything
here. In fact It is gelng to be a longer journey any way we can flx it
ihan we anticipated before-we left.  You know we talked of sixty days
hut that we find is on pneked mules and that with very good luck, while
with wagons it will require with mules or oxen from 90 to 120 duys, But
we have nop thoughls of going with pyck-mules, agy w.th wagons we can’
carry provisions for nine months and can sleep in gpr wagons in rough
weather. There are not more than 300 Californians ht:le yet and they are
nearly all. camped out from 2 to 8 wiles from town. We were grently
surprised to flnd Willinm Pettibone and his Sandusky Company here.
They hud changed their- minds

s concluged to: taks the: Seuth; Pajp,g'gulg with the-rest 'of .ug’ Therd
How many will

Y ..._-.......Su.m Cabfornie jn al, canngl yol, be known, byt 4 wiil bo lorge. There

. me for § or 6 months,

. least twice before I leave Independence

4

‘will- be plenty of company over and Ilitle or no dnnger la antle'pated
pxcept In the glving out of feams and here is another great resson with us
for taking oxen,—Oxen will perform the Journey but nearly oll the
Amerlean mules in Missowl ave 3 yveurs old and under .and are not res
sarded ns safe for-the journey; und many of the Spanish mules (the only
cther kind, being such ay nre got from Mex co In the Santa Fe trnde),
are broken down with previous hard service, and henee are not fit Tor
such a trip. And niany of the Inexperlenced and thoughtless have come
in und hostlly bought up muledeams, composed fo o gicater or less
cxtent of sweh mules. And the only suffering ant.cipated 1s from this
source, J .

I flnd that the mnils nre very ireegulne between this plnee and Lower
Sandusky; somet mes taking o monih or more to get a lotter from one
place to the other, owing to bad roads und other irregula. ites. From this
you will see that nithough we shall be here some four or six weeks I nm
not certain ns I shall get one word in answer to this letter until I peach
Colifornia, My only hope is that you will faltifully observe my request
made in my letter from Clie nnoti in which 1 shall hear from you nt
It scems hard that we cnnnot
havesthe comparatively poor consolntion of holding sweet converse to-
gether on paper while I seem yet to be as it were within speaking dis.
tance. But if th:s be hard what will it be when we shall have left the
front'er; after which unless we mect some return ng trains ot special

" mail {as the.e i3 a probability that we shal!) you will not henr from

A5

Z -enteljprise I should even now turn back from it
‘cach other our views and feelings the Subbath evening before we left:

' gur great object to hecome more subservient to Hls Will.

But that shall not hinder but rather stimulate meo
in talking to you from Independcnce often, freely and at length as long
as I remain and if I have not the plensure of your reply I shall at lenst
have the satisfact.on, great to me, of knowing that I ain therchy minister-
ing to your comfort. I hape that in return yvon will think of me and the
-ext.eme gratificat-on it will afford me to find on my arrival in California
shout 12 letters from you in answer to this and others I shall write,
written regularly half monthly by whieh I ean s t down and read up the
news—regularly from week to week, from the time I left nnd recorded at
the time,—and not so much the news ws your thoughts and feel ngs thuas
communicated to one 1 know to be the only object of carthly sol cliude
fo you If I [lnd this I shall be more than compensated fo. all I am now
dolng and shall do for you hefore leaving,

I feel more than ever, now that we are separated for so long a thne
that you and the children are all that I do or can love !n this world or
wus made or intended 1o be loved by me, The love of other kindred in
compar son with this sinks inte Insigniflcance, nay, is forgotten, I con
only remcmber you., I have no eare or anxious thought for others and 1
feel that you look upen me in the same 1 ght -My time and energics shall

» all be devoted to the advancement of your temporal and spiritunl inter-

And if I thought 1 was éndangering our Interests in o hnzardous
But as we expressed to

oty

so it seems to me now; that if God did not npprobate my course nnd- de-
sires He wou'd not in Hs providence, scemingly, so have favored me
in all my pluns look-to and embracing the object of my p.esent pursuil,
Oh, let us more heartily colunut all our ways into His hands and let it be
I feel afrald
sometimes that my nffections ure placed too strongly on'you to be pleas-
ing n the slght of a jealous God. But then I think He has pluced these

"emotlons in our breasts and has intimated thut for the sake of his wife

a man s Justifled in leaving hls Father and Mother, ete I have and do
now often think of what has passed between us and the feelings you

: manifested in speaking of or allud.ng to a subjeet, (not necessary hera



to mention), which hed the effect to flx more firmly In your mind than
ever that It was to me you could only look for real frlendship and sup.
port We wlill then continue to cherish unrestrained that ardent feeling
of attachment to each other, which orig nally springing up involuntarily
In our hearts has at length ripened into a plant of such vigorous growth.
And while we are providentinlly called upon to submit to a temporary
sep rat on, ‘et us do so cheerfully, looking forward to the t!me when we
shall God willing, be permitted to meet agnin I caunot wr te you as
freely, as familiarly a letter ms this to be subm'tted to the Inspection of
uny other person. And in most of my letters I would Lke and shall say
somethings suited only to your edts and for this renson and as 1 cannot
write as often to Father or Mother or Snrah or other friends, I want
vou to 50 ‘nform them and at my request to mark and read to them such
portions of my letters ns are of general Inte.cst and such as you sec
proper. Tell them this thot I may be excused from unnecessary labor and
expense. :

I have so far seen no place in which I wonld locate I havs seen
many pleasant locatlons but for me they do not possess the requis’te qual-
iflentions,—n temperature best adapted to weak lungs. A climate of this
kind I think it is my duty to flnd ns I have broken up my bus!ness (and
residence I m'ght say) in Lower Sandusky. This upper and weste:n part
of Missouri is very beautiful and n very rich country, But the curse
of Slavery is upon it and ns I said, is in other respects not the best
adapted to my health. And ns we shall leave Lower Sandusky it wilt
make no difference where or how far we go, The diffienlty is In giving
up what has been to us n home and friends but this nccomplished it makes

little difference, so far as distance is concerned where we sclect a new -

home and form or make new friends, Let us only think of the many

years' happincss we may yet be permitted to spend in each other's
so¢’ety, provided the right location is obinined. Can we not be happy

fogether in Culifornln or any other country that will afford me a greater
number of years or duys thon any other, all other things belng sufficlently
adapted I think we can.

- I want you to live as cconomically as poss’ble untll you see how I
succeed. For if I should fail in realizing anything 'n Californin, which
is certainly possib'e, however improbable, we would need everything that
“would be left to effect our removal clsewhere. The more I think of it the
nore I am satisfied that I did right in selling our farm And t scems to
me that Providence has nt least designed to affo.d us the opportunity of
getting out of L Sandusky. .

I want you to be particular in writing,—as to yourself, the children
Father and Mother —your removal to Bolleville and how you are sulted
there, how you get along in every respeet, cic, eto. If you get this n
time to answer me here by the 26th of April (by wh'ch t:me we shal
probably leave) do so; but thet [ may be su.e to get the substance of the

same only rcpeat the essentlal part in your first letter addressed o mo’

8l Son Franeisco. Tell Lucy and Theodore that nlthough a great way
off their Papa thinks of the them every day and wonders if they are
good children and mind what thelr Marha teils them, Kiss Eben and the
baby for me I know not whether to call him Samuel o: not. When you
write tell me what you th nk of my likcness sent you and Sarah.

It is n'most useless to write, I cannot say what I feel or write ns 1
would speak if present, so much that all I have now written seems en-
tirely inadeguate to communiente to your mind a falr expression of my
feelings; and yet I would on no consideration forego this imperfect mode
of communing with you You may readily supply whnt I3 missing and

take a part for the whole.
It you should henr of the loss by Fremont of all his men in crossing

& Independence
id Missouri
@ Two miles out

Encamped

5 April 1st, 1849

the mountains for Callfornin be not slarmed. He determined to cross In
mld-winter and by an entirely new track nnd the snow six feet doeep,
withal, the severity of last winter'’s cold wenther overtook them In the
mountains and some halt of his men perished after wandering about
some time. Fremont is a bold and daring ndventurer and undertaking
such an ‘expedition in the dead of winter was nt that time regarded as
hazardous in the extreme, ‘

I must again, before I close, nsk vou to be falthful In writing me
regularly necording to my request. You cun find time to do It if you
think so and are determined to do it. If no other time offers, write when
all others have gone fo bed. Why, if you feel nx snxlops about it s
1 do you would sit up 2-3 of the night every two weeks, I promise myself
you will be the most punctunl of any of our wives, You need glve your-
sell no fears but that I shall write often enough,

How does Mary toke nnd how does she get nlong at home? Tell
me how you and Mother get along and when they leave for home; I have
Hittle doubt but what we shall have opportunity of writing back to the
States while on our way out, ns we shall certainly meet some onc coming
back; nnd there will be some mail arrangements, probably.

You will see by the time it is ngoing to take us that you will not hear
from me {rom California for a month or two longer than we anticipated
Lut we shnll_not be so soon gone. So that you will hear from me often
from Independence, This letter goes out hy Tuesday's mail, (March 27th)
—I must toke my leave. Goodbye, ; :

My Dear Almlra:

* 1 connot forbear embracing the quiet of the Sabbath afterncon to
send you a few lincs. You will see by the date and caption that we are
stlll in Independence, Yesterdny afternoon we moved two miles out of
town and commenced comping out, tuking with us some ham, hard
hread, coffee, sugur, pepper and sult. Last night we Iny in our tents for
the first time. . I experlenced no Injury, not' the leost, I took no cold and
I feel every way very well except the richness of the food creates a little
nausen at the stomoch, but I will soon overcome that. We have had very
tavorable weather ever since we arrived and §f the present prospect
continues we may be able to start by the 15th of this month, We gave
up the idea of buying oxen on more mature deliberation and we have
now purchased the very best mules the couniry can afford, taking such
ns are well broken and gentle and of sufficlent nge to stand the journey
nnd none others. We had to pny more for such mules but we thought It
was poor economy to start such a Journey with chenp mules, Every one
mmms our mules fo be among the best and If any mules stand it ours
Will,

I am very sorry to flnd letters so long in reaching this place from
Lower Sandusky, 16 days, one Just recelved, I fear I shall have {o leave
Independence without hearing from you more than once and that a short
letter, perhaps promising a longer one the next time, while I shall have
to travel over the plains and mountalns three months, hoping to find the
longer letter when I reach Californla. I hope this may not be so, ns [

“am sure it would be if you knew how muhe I desire to hear from you.

- But as I said hefore, I shall do my part, trusting thnt you will do
yours, ] am satisfled that the journey ix not going to be as unplensant ns
I at first supposed. '

This town is full of men who huve heen on and to Santu Fe repent-
edly and they like it and seem to regard it ns plensure excursion, Wa
shnll not be ns long with the mules ns we would have been with oxen.
This you will like better, I think.

Our Company are all well, In wrlting to me always mention the



Independence

. Missouri
" April 8th, 1849
My Dear Wife:

Lealth of all the other members of sur-company's families,—or any othes
items that would be of interes? to any member of the Company, ns far
as you can. We have nll ngreed to do-this; so that when one receives n
letter all to & certain extent will hear from home, And this will some-
times be of great ndvantuge os some letters may miscarry or be delnyed,
while among us all we shnil be receiving letters constantly, You need

_not think of answering this letter to Independence, as I shall In oll,

probability bo gone before your reply could reach me
It would no doubt he Intercsting to hear how we manoge matters in

-camp, a8 lo cooking, cte, but 1 cannot tuke up room or time to go into §

that now. We have got us n light sheet Iron stove that will boil pot
victuals, fry meat, boil coffee, and bake n lonf of bread or pan of biscuit.
All of us seem to understand - cooking as well as our wives and all are

unxious to try their hands, We have on the whole o very pleasant com-
_puny and nothing has occurred so far to mar our harmony and I presume §8-

nothing will. Many jolly companies are here eamping out all raound the
town, waiting for grass, and when we go we shall have plenty of company
Let all the family who wish read this letter. Give my respects to friends
and love to the children and self. I shall write yon once or twice more

"before leaving this place.

I received yours of the 15th ult on last Wednesday (4th inst.) and

right glad was I to hear from you. ‘We all, except Tyler and Stuber, re-

ceived our first letiers and first intelligence frouwi home, by the same mail, I
We had pleasant times in the £
camp the rest of that day. I was glad to see your sheet fllled (and how
could you stop shert of that), and you seem to think you have given me 4

having been just a month from home,

u long letter but I guess when you reccive my letter of the 25 ult. of eight
pages you will no longer boast of a letter of three pages, although that
passed for a pretly long letier and was very refreshing to my spirits.
1f you can scarcely wait one week for a letter from me, how do you sup-
pose 1 can wait patiently two weeks for a letter from you and the

children? Unless you suppose I care less about home and think less of

them than you do of me, But this you do not think. Then let me hear
from yon regularly every two weeks while I am gone and oftener when
anything special of interest to me occurs,

have to go or send at greaf expense for my letters; and to be disap-
pointed at such times would be too bad; bear this in mind and always
have a letter ot San Francisco for me when I go or send, I told our

Company I should get a letter from you at Independence on the 5th inst.
I got it on the 4th. May it always be one day in advance. I like the tone’

and spirit of your letter. I can heartily sympathize with you in the fecl-
ings you experienced followlng my departure and with you anxiously

look forward to that most joyous day, the hour of our meeting, the Lord 12

willing.

first day produced by so free a use of meut has entirely left me, 1 wus
some annoyed by a eold about two weeks after I left home; that has now
entirely left me and 1 expect no more danger from camping out. We

morning.
There are now 1100 Culitornluns in. Independence, 700 of whom are
eamping Uke ourselves and there are 600 at St. Joseph, a place about 76

miles above this, and this number wlll probably be doubled by others who

When I get to California {°
shall be from one to two hundred miles from the Post Office and shall k¢

We have now been in camp eight days and I have not felt more. [#
hearty or better for iwo years past.than I do now. I have not taken or &8
had the least sympioms of cold in that time and the sickly feeling the &8

i Independence

had one night that was a pretty good test,—warm in the evening, rained 0§ April 15, 1848

and blew hard all night and turned cold with a little snow towards &

arve yet to arrive and then a good many will go from different paris of
Missourl. But If recent nccounts from the mines can be relied on there is
¢nough for us all. We have Just recelved news that Gold hes been dis-
covered more abundant still and silver still more abundant,

-But you mny sufely dismiss all fears as to my ability to stand the
journey. I can sleep soundly sl night and get a good night's rest and
1 feel well and active and wm increasing in strength every duy, We have -
very fine camping ground within 10 to 15 rods of & good spring of water
and 1 nnd 3% miies from town. Some of us are In town every day. We
have purchased meot for our outflt, consisting In part of 750 pounds of
glde meat smoked, 1000 1bs. navy (hard) bread, 600 lbs. flour, 200 lbs,
coffee, 100 Ibs. rice, 360 of sugar, 8 bushels dried apples and peaches in
equal proportions, 12 lbs. fen, salt, pepper, ete, ete.; well supplied for
nine months after we leave Independence, And we have heard from
Gilenn and he has shipped a large quantity of tools and iron for mining
purposes. The Compuny nre all well and have answered their letters. 1
intended to have got welghed before I wrote you agaln and let you
know if there was any difference. I wiil do so however before I lenve.
I Imaglne 1 have inereased in weight and they say I look much improved
in appearance ns to health, I shall take every pains you may be sure in
making myself comfortable and safe for this journcy. The weather is
very favorable and if it continues we shall not be here more than a
week or two longer. I will write you again before leaving. Everything
goes on harmoniously in Camp. Stuber is a very acceptable member of
our Company and so is George Tyler. By Stuber 1 learn that Phillip
spent his nights at his grocery in political discussion but never drank a
¢drop -or spent any money. He says he and Dr. Castleiown would talk
till a late hour and he had often to send them off that he might get to
led, This makes me think more of Phillip. Stuber thinks Phillip will
get married before long.

I think you had better go and see your fricnds as often as you can
so as not 1o seem to be much regardless of home. I think you will feel
better and the time will pass more pleasantly away.

As to_our returning little is or can be known at present. We shall
be controlled by cricumstances, however we may have tatked at home,
Smith and Boren included, T shall try and do what is for the best.

As to the robbery or theft in Cinéinnati;—while we were all out of
our room witnessing the departure of a bhoat, some one broke open
Stevenson's trunk, found no money and took nothing, and then broke
open Gollngher’s and took $60. No clue to the theft, The landlord made
up 315 and Gallagher lost 845, There were no other losses of moment. 1
have only room to subscribe myself.

My love to yourself doubled, trebled, shaken down and running over
and with this sentiment I will begin and end all my letters, as well as my

- life.

Fidelity to cach other everywhere and under all cireumstances.
Always write me long letters; write regularly. Write particulars; do not
be afraid to speak the language of the heart, Wrile so long as there is a
nock or corner to stick in a word. Tell me where you trade, :

Yours of the 26th ult. received three days ago. I was glad to hear
from you so soon again. [ am only sorry now that I did not tell you to
write me weekly until 1 left this pluce, as I should in that case have re-
ceived word from home oftener, I am glad youn anticipated your time and
the hope that you will do so again is my only encouragement to look for
an answed to my St. Louls letter. I now hegin to think I may possibly get
your answer to my first letter fromn Independence written March 20th.
From a note from Mr. Stark on the bnek of your Inst letter I am led to



belleve that my St. Louls Jetter wus received at his office at the time he
maHed you lust. Mr. Smith hus just recelved his wife’s nnswer to his
5t. Louls letter. We are oll well, very well, myself partleularly ond I
would not say it If it were not true. You know I do not believe In any
deception of the kind. .

We aro yet in Camp, nearly in readiness to depart; the want of suf-
flelent gruss only now detnining us,  That ls not yet.sufficlent and we
cannot yet fix the day of our departure with certuinty but will probably
leuve the last of this or the first of next week, nlthough we muy not get
wway oven then. I will welte you onee more from Independence and that
on the duy previous to our departure,

It gratifies me that you are so well plensed with your pin, You
know I can always hit It when I try und tako time to think what will
‘suit you and be uppropriate, It cost me #3400 after pnylng #300 for the
flrst two,—the one in pluin dress for you nnd Sarnh’s in full r\g, und when
It wus known that I should need nll my money an everylthing waos costing
us more than wo antlelpated, For Instance, 1 had to pay $#22 for a good
revolving pistol, But I thought I owed you that much and more and no
expendlture hox afforded me greoter satlsfuction than that.  Nothing

that I'con do to nfford you satlsfuctlon and enjoyment while I am gone -

shall 1 foll to do, us it Is little than 1 can do, at best, to compensate you
for the sncrifices you have so freely made for my or our sakes, or to
cnabie you to while away the long amd lonesome hours. I um sorry, not
disappointed, to hearthut you feel very lonesome In your new home and
unnatural mode of Hving, You osk if T feel as you do. T answer, “Very
niuch the sunce™ a8 you may ere thls have discovered fram the tenor of my
letters, and yet there Is necessarlly o difference,—you heing shut in doors

with even less opportunitles for visiting nnd recelving company, with the

same daily routine of duty, with the children and everything to remind
you of me; while to me new and strange seenes ure dally presenting them-
selves, with new employments constantly engrossing my time, with plenty

-of good lively compnny and such glittering and exciting prospects nhead,

So that while I am by these means kept in a good mensure from that lone-
some and tedious state of mind, Yet over all this, my mind and heart's
dusires nre constantly breuking and running back, with longing desire for
“home” and nll its sweets. Yes, “Home, SBweet Home" Is the all nbsorbing
subject of my thoughts, partleularly on the Sabbuth and such other times
a¢ I am less engoged.  And It Is the love of wife and children, my dear
companlons, that has led me in this way to sacriilee ns it were, for n time,
wife and children and self—for had I none to feel or provide for but my-
sell, T mlght feel Nke secking a living accompanied by fewer dangers and
difllicultics nnd eare less for prolonging life us less would depend upon Hs
existence. But what o happy and fortunate conditlon s the marringe
velntion devised by Infinite Wisdom and Goodness for man! It seems te
me the very consummation of earthly bilss as It affords such objects of
love and attachment as nothing clse could, nnd without which it seems to
me the world would prove Inadequnte to furnish o suflicient amount of
ratlonal enjoyment. But these reilections and feellngs, with me, only
stimulate my spirits and stir me up to greater exertlon and would lead
me to moke still greater sacrifices If need he to promote our temporal
welfare and happiness by adding to the number of our days and in-
creasing our menns. And I hope and trust that you will be moved to bear
up under it in like manner with a noble fortitude and cheerful spirit, |
know you will. )

I preceive I have already answered most ol your inquiries In my last
Ietter, In ncknowledging the receipt of my letters give the date, as ¥ am
writing so many I shall not otherwise know whether they are all re-
celved or not, nor will I_know to which letter you allude,—ns in your

Monday
April 16th

[ —— e o s s g PR ;
m“Mwb!2;.5-1.3-;.&‘:\&"2.-.:-"&'2..‘-:.um“m--'...&.‘1."1-'..;..;;:..;.’5'.,4 Temsiams by S -

Inat letter I do not know certalnly which letter you allude to by maying
that my second letter {s recelved. I wrote one or two letters from Cine
cianatl, one from St. Louls March 17th, one from this plnce Murch 28,
une April 1st and one April 8th. 1 ean only say in reference to Mr.
Bradish’s papers that I they are not in some plgeon hole to the hook
case with other papers they are In the lowest plgeon hole to the extreme

Jeft by themselves where T always kept them. [ moy have llled away

some tax recelpts and other recelpts but I think not. Mr, Watson will
find them In the hook cuse somewhere, It Me. Watson should move away
11 s my wish that he leave with you iy books and office furniture, n list
of which you will find In his recelpt nmong the papers 1 left with you.
1 cannot tell you, my Denr, how long I shall be absent. 1 shail try and do
whut Is best and withal rest assured 1 shull return as soon ns L §s possi-
blo, conslstently with the necomplishiment of my object. That 1 must
not lose sight of; It would be unmunly, nay childish and usprofitable to
look bock having put your hand to the plough. Our lost necounts here
from Collfornin nre very encournging nnd entirely conlirmatory of pre-
vious necounts. Some Ietlers huve Just been recelved here from cltizens
gone to California, one of which Is published In o paper sent by Mpe
Stevenson 1o Mury,s You can get i and rend It The wreitee is well
known here hoving gone from Independence and Iv a truthful mun and
they sny every confldence can be plaeed In his slotements, Large numbers
are dully congregating here from nll purts of the Ustlon, 1t s hupossible ns
yot to estimate the number that wlil go from this und nelghboring towns
by the South Pass but they will be large, There nre yome 1600 here now,
und about us many more o nelghboring polnts, 1t scems as If we were
spending more tlme here than necessary but we came In a very Jucky
time to nveld the Cholern, which §s now raging In 8t. Louis and ot all
other points of note, 1 suppose down the river to New Orleans; and
every bont that now wreives from St Louis has cholern on hoard nnd more
or Jess die on every one of them. One hoot fost sy many as elght und some
possengers that have been landed have died of Cholern afterwards, but
not many, not more thun two or three. But It does not sprend to uny
that have not been exposed on the river or ut 8t Louls. lndependence is
some three miles from the river nnd mostly out of reach of the river Ina
Nuence and not a place lable to Cholera; wnd If it were or if the
Gholera shou'd rench It we eould wny day move our Camp 8 or 10 m'les
out of town or even more, CGive yoursell no uncaslness on this scount,
nor think thut I am keeping nnylhing buck. [ only desired to glve you
true representution of things concerning us without suppression; nnl
this 1 shall ulways do, It others do as they may. You may rest ussured

of this.

We have this doy packed our wagons nnd have only o few things to
get. We have also divlded our tenms.  Stevenson and myself and Stsnn-r
go together and toke n gentle well broke tenm. Smith, Boren and Tyler
go together and take all the wild mules us George hng no feors windd Is u
good teamster. Caldwell, Sharp and Gallagher go together, taking a
gentle tenm. We flnd that our wagons are not going to be overlonded
and we can lodge in them with unll ease, when neeessary, We have got
nlong so far without the least difi¢utly in the division of wugons and
the division of loads and teams, und that belng the worst purt I anticipate
no differenee. 1t requires n little forbearnnce to get nlong with
and a good denl to get nlong with — . The latter s very posslonnte
und the other mun, you know, Is u little Jenlons nnd cannot well tnke o
joke, and, Jokes you know ave nlways anbundant in n compony of men off
from home on an expedition like this of ours, But with him it slmost
always turns out serlously and such persons are alwnys most likely to be
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made the buit of all the Jokes. But it Is well for him that Loveland is
along as he proves a very fing subjject for sport, Loveland goes into our
wagons by turns. I think I told you before that our Company was divided
into two Muesses for cooking and enting now and until we reach Catlfor-
nin; 1st Smith, Boren, Stevenson, Tyler and myself, 2nd, Caldwell, Sharp,
Gallagher ond Stuber nnd Loveland. Stuber is one of the most shrewd,
1leasant, industrious and agreeable men In our company,—all like him.
‘We are well pleased .get him in our wagon. Tyler is a good industrious
clever fellow and I should have been satisfied with him as he is a good

‘horseman and would restrain himself some in our company, Grosvenor .

iz also a very fine industrious hoy and I should have no objection to him.
Stuber is neither vulgar nor sulky. :

The Sandusky Company were very anxious that we should go with
them but they had changed their minds so often and were so nnxious to

get off sooner than anybody thought advisable, that we declined going - L8

with them. They were to sturt on Monday last but pat it off till last
Saturday. We also liked our guide better than theirs. The man wha
conducts our Company is Ins, Headspeth, a very competent and noted
guide, He has been out with Fremont. The number of our travelling
Comipany. I cannot give exactly but we shall have some thirty wagons
und about 75 to 100 men. We have just heard indirectly from our guide.
Mr. Headspeth, that he will certainly leave the last of this weck, This
may be so. 1 will write you, however, as I said before the day we start
but it wilt be a shorter letter than usual, only to advise you of the precise
day of our departure and such other particulars as I cannot give now.
This I expeei Is my last letter of any length that you will receive from
me at Independence. And I con hardly close it and yet I have sald all
that occurs to me that will be of Interest lo you. You ask me if I have
money cnough. Hardly enough. [ paid in to the Company what was
required of me but [ had to borrow #25 of Stuber for Stevenson. We
shall now gel along ns we shall want no money after we stort and if we
do, Stuber has a surplus with him and so has Smith. I tell you it costs
us ol more than we expeeted. When we completed the purchase of our
mules they stood us as follows: 2 at $90 cach; 1 at $50; O at 280; 2 at 870
each; 3 at $60 each and 844 for one pony, But I tell you we have got the
finest and best mules the country affords; the average price of good com-
mon mules is $65. The 290 niles are snid to be the best span of mules sold
in Independence. They are a heavy span of grays, well matched and well

' hroke and can be relied on. These have follen to my temn, As I wish to

get my letter to the Post Oflice tonight must close and can only say, give

my love to the children and tell them to be patient and the time will come”

around after n nwhile when 1 shall return. Respects to all,

My Dear Wife:

‘When [ wrote you last (April 15th) I supposed that in my next (this)
letter I should be able to inform you of the exact day of our departure
and which would probably be my lnst lelter to you from this place. And
had I deferred writing for three or four days I might have been able to do
so; but as T had made up my mind to write you every week while we re-
mained at Independence—and as the day of departure has been deferred

in consequence of cold weather for the week past I have concluded to

write you today again. This I do not only because I feel inclined to do
s0 by own feelings, but I know that every time you hear from me com-
forts and sustains you and I find in me a .strong desire to do all and
everything I can to enable you to while away the time most pleasantly
and judging you by myself, I think nothing rejoices you more than to find
n letter in the Post Oflice from me, and that it makes no difference
whether it contains any new and important thing or not; but that its

chief charm js In lts being a letter from one who fills the whole elrele of
your affections. I very much regret thot I did not desire you to write
me weekly while at Independence ond untll you were certnln that your
letters would no longer rench mo ot this plaee, as two weeks seems a
long time to be without word fram home, I am glud you have not so far
conflned yoursel! to my request but have written oftener, 1 hope you will
contlnue to do so hereafter nll the while 1 am gone. [ hegin to think

.once a week will be much better and more sotisfactory rule than two. |

suggest this for your consideration. .

We have had very cold and unplensant weather for live or six
days past whick hus very muach retarded the grass growth and conse-
quently we shall not leave tomorrow ns wis at one time antieipated but
shall probably leave by the 30th inst. If the weather iz favorable {ns it
has been yosterday and today and will probably continue so) we.shall
certninly not leave before the 27th or 28th. We find here prevailing
among all the hunters and pilots the same superstitious notion that pre-
vails so universally among all the old Salts or Sea Captains that Sunday
is the most favorable day to leave port or start on a long and adven-
turous voyage or journey. Hence nearly all of them are bent on siarting
on Sunday. Many object to this and consequently the day of departure Is
publicly announced for Saturday or Monday, Saturday as u compromise
day or Monday to suit all, for as but little progress is made the first day,
any who wish can start Monday nnd overtalie those who sturt Sunday.
This last was the case, I believe, with the Sandusky City Company, who
left on Monday the 16th inst. I hope that you will not be disturbed that
we start no sooner, It was n little hard for me to make up my mind to
wait patiently 15 or 20 days longer ihan we expected to, when we left
home. But I have done so and 1 mm not now the least hmpatient and 1
shall make It my object In this letier to bring you to the same conclusion
before I huve done. And lirst we found that in Lower Sandusky our-
selves and others knew Mlttle about a “journey over the plains’ as it is
called here, while here it is as fumiliar 1o almost every one us Is with us
at home a trip to New York und not much more thought of, ns it Ix dif-
ficult to find a business nan of long standing who has not himself been
to Santa Fe ond there are hundreds who heve been to San Franclsco,
Now we have found that among the many important things to be attended
to, are two 'main ones—iirst, food fer our animals on the way and, second,
to guard with sleepless vigilance ngainst our unimals being lost by run-
ning away from fright or being stolen away by the Indians, More than
three-fourths of the disasters incident to the plains are found to result
trom a neglect of these two things, It was our object first to obtnin the
very best and safest kind of a team, and, huving done that, as we believe,
it is now our object to take the best course to preserve and sustain them;
as our lives depend on the lives of our animuls. Oxen and mules ure the
only bensts of draught or burden ever employed for the journey and, here
by way of explanation, one word as to our, having first talked of taking

; OXem Here, ns everywhere else, men talk and advise as their interest

may happen to lead them and every other man you meet in Indepentdence
has either oxen or either mules to sell and some both and they that have
peither have the interest of some fricnd to promote who has them to
sell. - So you will see that it was no easy matter for us to determine in
less than a week, after the most diligent inquiry which, all things consid-
ered, were the best, oxen or mules. We have decided in favor of mules,
Afir all that ean be said in favor of oxen only one thing can be said in
favor of the ox,—and that is that it is not so liable to run away or be
stelen by the Indians, while the mules will perform the journey o little
quicker, will subsist on less, endure warm weather better and go longer
without water, while a little increase of watchfulness will guard agninst



Tndian Stampedes. But it is not enongh to have good mule teams, Thejr .

must have o sufficlency of grass (new grass) to live on and perform the

dny’s journey, and if in our anxziety to get under way we start one week

too soon our mules will fall away In the week more than can be regained
in four weeks nfterward on good grass, and they very often get so sore as
o require rest for a week or iwo in which time they will be pnssed by
those who start one weck or even two weeks later. So says every man
here of any knowledge on the subject, and further that mules that are re-
duced so in the start are very apt to give out entively unless they can lay
by for five or six. weeks, and how can this be done in safety. - Now these
are rules to be observed on nll, even ordinary, occasions but how much
more so at a time like this where probobly 3000 to 5000 persons with
nbout as many mules or oxen will be pnssing nearly the same beaten
track within about three weeks time of each other at the fartherest, and
most of them (in the start at least) within a week's time; and that too
when the gress hns Just begun to grow nnd of course cannot be plenty.
Now it is nafurnl and safe to divide these emlgrating partics Into throee
clusses go fur ns regurds the supply of gruss. 1st, The first who lenve Just
In time to get enough, none others having gone before, and they not being
»0 numerous as to require large quantities of grass. 2Ind, Those who rush
after hurrled In grenter number and who belng thrown so close upon the

heels of the first will for o time at least see thelr animals sufferlng and -

talling away for the want of suflicient sustenunce, And Srd, Those who
o not atart untll there is plenty of grass which will probably be in 6, or
% or 10 days after the second class leave nnd not over 3 weeks ofter the
flrst cluss leave. The Snndusky City Company hope to be of the fortu-
nate few. who compose the flest class, We desired to go with them but
could not make up our minds to run a risk which all, (suve themselves),

. .~ thought unnecessury and venturesome; for how narrow must appear to

any the chance of hitiing the precise point of time when the grass s
barely suflicient and before the musses shall begin, to crowd in, The
and class nre now leaving and will be for two or three dnys and perhnps
more (we cnnnot tell to n froetion or none would err). And the 3rd class
will leave on or after the first of Muy to 10th of May.

By nn individual who has just visited our comp we learn that the:

guide for our truin requires us to be in readiness on Mondoy morning, tha
80th. He lenves his residence on Sunday. nnd culls that his starting polnt
but will not reach our cncampment before Monday., We made up our
minds to give up the idea of being In the first train over, not only for tho
rensons above, but on the first truin will of necessity devolve the burden
of cutting down many rough places for the wngons and bridging mnny of
the strenms and those who follow will be saved this trouble. But do not
imngine that in walting two wecks nfter the first troins we expeet to
reach Californin that length of time after them; we hope, or rather fear,
we shall pass on the rond many who start before us., But if in this we
have erred and those who go before find plenty of grass and no-couse
of delay on that account, s we certainly hope they may, we shall be on
the way, and even now nre cheering ourselves up with the reflection that
the most of us are leaving our families and intercsts more dear to us than
oll the Gold In Californin nnd on this nccount we do not incur any avold-
nble risk in o journey where of necessity there are risks enough to en-
counter; while i there be gold in such guantitics in Californla, two
weeks will make lttle or no difference but if there be not and the ad-
venture should prove n fullure (which we certoinly hope it will not)
we can only grin and mortifleatlon will rest most lightly upon those who,
not rushing forwurd so cagerly st great rlsk or privation, took it more
coolly and made the journey at a time when they could do so with the

most. ense-aind pleasure ns well au safety to themselves and animols, I’

have gone into this subject at length in order, before we leave, to satisly
you that In this purticular we have ncted wisely. And ns I have probuably
giwelt lohger on this point and been more particular than any other
member of our Company, although Smith, Boren, Stevenson and others
are now writing and all will probally write before we leave (but all do
not write or dwell alike on the same subjects) 1 would suggest that you
toke some pains to read to your “Californin friends” such portions of
this communication as are of general interest to you all for really I believe
we hegin to feel guite an interest in each other's wives as well as our own
and this we mny the more freely confess ns under present civcumstances
it will not be Hkely to give rise to uny jeanlousy, 1 will further say that [
have reéad these portions of my letter to some of the princdpal members of
our Compuny und, concurring with me in the truth of the stotements
undl rensons as glven, it Is thelr desire also thit you do this, Amd, here In
contiectlon with this subject, T will add. that Benjumin Headspeth, our
gulde, iy considered one of the very best, e is the Hendspeth that reconis

punled Fremont—was with him some six years.

We moved lnst Friday to present enenmpment, a very fine one, Y
miles from Independence on the Sanin Fe Rond from which pliee [ am
sow writlng, Here water, wound, corn nnd wild grass nve abundant,
which furnlshes us with un opportunity of trying our hund at cooklng.
We have, us 1 sald before, severnl excellent cooks in our Company,  Some
crack on muklng one thing and sone another and really we get along
yery well In this respeet. Toduy cach mess mnide n pot-ple; [ had the
honor of oflicknting for our mess; it was good of cotrse,

Our wagons ure now oll packed und our nudes apportioned to each
wagons and we shoil thls week enjoy Hitle letsury for the Hest time, |
will tell you how 1 hove fixed wmyselfl for lodging,  Instend of a Bulfulo
rohe, which will spell by the way if it gets wet, Stevenson amd myself
have made us n good mattress and pillow to be Inid in our wagon; the
loud only filis it to within nbout six Inches of the top of the hox, Over
the lond we have Inld a Jight bonrd of pine and on this hoor we spread
our muttress, which with our blankets, makes a flrst rate bed, 1 made the
mattress and prpored nnd Glled It whh corn husks in one duy and latd
ob it that nlght for the first time,  Stuber, Tyler, Gallagher and Loveland
pitch a tent and lodge In that, leaving but two of us to sleep in ench
wagon, 8o we are not crowded; they prefer dolng this, If we should
desire nt any time to sleep on the ground we have an Indlla rubber spread
to lay under our matiress on the ground to keep out the wet and oll
dampness, We are now all fixed to one mind nod it 3o happened thot
cach got the thing he deslred,

You say 1 must always spenk of my henlth., 1t continues good, !
have not yet taken the least cold since we commeneed camping out, now
three weeks, and, in that time we have experienced all kinds of weather
worse for me than any between this and Culifornia, Last week was very
changeable, cold, disngreeable wenther, ralny. with very cold nights and
very windy, so that it seemed to me that if I could saind that I need not
fear anything shead. From present indleations I have strong renson o
hope that the journey will prove beneliciul to my health, 1 have inereased
s pound or two in weight since I left home by one scale and more by
another, but I will set it down at the smallest increase. In your next
Jetter tell me how you get along for wood and woter; how your moncy
holds out and who cnlls on you, who ure your best neighbors, 1 now
expect to get an answer from my St. Loals letter nnd from my first from
this pluce. .By n note on the bock of your Inst letter recelved, made by
Mr, Stark or Charles Green and alse by Mrs, Boren’s letter of the 24th
Iust,, | learn that my St louls letter wns recelved March 26th. On the
eve of my departure I wlll drop you line by which you wiil learn how
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many of your letters will huve been received by me before leaving, [
intended and may this week write to Mr. White, Remember me to hin
and his wife lest 1 do not find time to write him as 1 huve some engnge-
ments to fill which may prevent it. All our Company are well and In
good spirits, Here on the verge of an almost houndless prairie, although
some 1300 miles from home, It appears to me as if 1 hod not yet token
my leave of home; und in view of our speedy departure 1 am daily look
ing forward to it oy the time when [ am to bid you forewell, 1 will not
promise nny more short letters ns in my last I Intimated that this would
probubly be a short one. But really I do not know how to write you a
short letter, the end of my sheet belng the only limit. And I now feel s
if [ had a thousand things to sny and yet It seems ag if 1 had nothing
further In porticulnr to communicate, 1 sec und hear n great denl that §
might write and might possibly afford you a moment's entertainment and
1 might In this way fill sheets purely of the descriptive, But really it
does scem to me that time and paper occupied In giving you a description
of the country In detnil, of wild goose hunts, ctc, etc., is not what you
want to hear or will afford you nny satisfaction, in the second perusal, as
i suppose you read my letters several times of course. Your last I have
read through regularly three times and generally glanced over parts of it
Alve or six times; and so of your fi:st. What is here not set down you can’
easily supply. You know what is In my heart and you can take the
thought for the word. 1 shall not add anything further but if [ think of
anything I have omitted [ wiil insert it in my next,

My Dear Wife: - ) )

I have Just eome io on horseback cight miles from the country where
we are encumped, through the roln to mail the chelosed letter, written
yesterday, and to get one from you as I told our Company 1 looked for n
letter this worning and not before, They were almost ready In ndvance
1o inugh at the failure of my prediction after 1 had tuken so much pains to
came to town clght miles In the rain, when no other would, although
Smith would have come had it not ralned. But my presentiment for the
second time has proved true as I hnve the extreme plensue of acknowledgs
ing the receipt of your letter of the 5th, being- the third letter 1 have re-

.cefved. I shall not stop to answer It,—that [ shall do before I leave the

lust of the weck, to be closed Monday morning next when we shall with-
out doubt leave for Culifornin. But to one thing [ will reply ns 1 failed
to udvert it In this letter although I did In my Inst (not yet received by
you), antleipating your anxiety. I allude to the Cholern, [ knew: you
would of course be flled with fear lest 1t should make its appearance here,
So without -consulting the rest of the Company (for 1 feared they would
disapprove the deslgn) 1 gave you a true statement of the matter ny it
existed here und 1 do not know now whether any others alluded to it in
their letters. But you know very well the princlple upon which I have
always professed to act In such cases —never to keep beck but lot the
worst be known, I belleve tess pain and injury on the whole results from

this course thun from its opposite. Sinee my lust writing 1 belleve not o

cnse of Cholern or anything that resembles it has oceorred this side of the
lunding (3 mlles from Independencee on the rlver; we are 8 mlles out of 1n.
dependence and southwest). Only two or three eases of Cholern (and

“that not in an agyrovated form) have oceurred here nnd they were im-

ported from St Louis. It has been all nlong on the Missouri River on
the boats lenving St. Louls but It does not spread into the country.
We are safe, ‘

I hnve Just token out of the Post Ofiee a letter for J. M. Smith and
Isane Sharp and have put Into the Post Oflice with yours letters for Mrs.
Sanith, Mrs. Boren, Mra, Stevenson, Mrs, Caldwell and Mrs. Loveland, In

Encampment
Elghi Miles

S E.of
Independence
Missourl
April 29, 1849

my next 1 shall glve you some news, perfectly rellable touching the Gold
In Californin. It was this momnent recelved nnd is credited by every
citizsen. 1t Is from Governor Boggs and corroborntes all and more than
:ms a;‘:-t been heards *Gold nhend.” Goodbye., Yours in Love,

iore

My Dear Wife:

As stated in my last I recelved your very affectlonato letter Just ax
[ put mine into the Post Office but had not time then to answer It fully.
[ wiil now proceed to do and ns you will discover from the density of
my lines intend to say all I con In this one and not all 1 could If 1 had
room, I am-sorry you lument so hard ss you do in the first part of your

letter and yet I am glad to hear you express your feelings without reserve,

1 hope you will always do so without regard to the effect it may have on
me, and I will do the same. I understand you however; it is not so
much because you would have things different from what they are, as

'I(leslre to pour out your whole soul before one who vou know can amd
does sympathize with you In your present berenvement, and by so doing

hope to recelve or experience some relief, if not real pleasure in casing
your mind nnd hemit for a while, a short time, of the burden or n portion
of it thot presses upon it with such a crushing lond. And honestly I
tdo not know as 1 am sorry to see you mnnifesting some such fecling:;
ns it is what I should expect from such a true hearted wife as you have
vver heen to me, And it Is after all but o transeript of my own feclings
und It 18 only a sense of duty, with a strong prospect ahend of adding
something to our tempornl happiness ond, superadded stiil more, the
uvxciting prospect of a joyful meeting, that ennbles me to bear up under
It with seemingly less anxiety, I cannot hut be struck with the slmilar-
Ity of thought and expression of which we have often spoken as mnrking
the operation of each mibmds, while enjoying personally each olher's
society; nnd, which even now while so wldely separated, Is plainlty man-
Hfested in our correspondence. You, no doubt, will have marked this
with plensure and need noi that | should call your sttention to #t, nivl
vet I cannot forbenr mentloning an instnnee or two. In your last letter
you say it nppears as if | hod not left for California, as long us 1 remained
ol Independence, while T had penned the same sentiment in my lest
written before the reecipt of yours. So again, in thinking over what
would be most acceptable to the children from me, in my power to give,
I thought if 1 were to enclose ench In yours a letter, nothing wonld
gratlfy them more; and I accordingly did so In mine of the Ist or 8th
inst, while before this was recelved by you but was on the way, you
mude the same request. T am happy In belng so fortunate ns to untleipate
sour wishes; 1 hope I shall always be able to do so, and T hope
I have already done so in other Instances not here enumerated, 1 think
1 have in one other to which you allude nlso. After 1 had long been
writing you long and purticulur letters on every subject and in answer
to every antlelpnted ingulry, T recelved yours of the 26th full-of In-
quiries already answered and nearly at your door, and, indeed, you
Informed me you were looking dadly for thot very thing. It may uppear
i others who are not capuble, or in circumstanees to sympathlze with
us thut too much time is spent and too much paper occupled by me In my
letters to you, but thut shall not muke uny difference with me. Indeed,
(ulthough 1 say it strlctly confidential) the rest of the wives ot home
are Indebted to my cxample for hoth the [requency and the length of
thelr lettersi For when I commenced writing home they all loughed at
the idea of writing so often and such long letters but 1 kept on In my
own course and it was not n week before thay all had fallen in with my
vractice and were anxious not to be outdone, particularly Stevenson,



1 could not possibly write or get a letter off to you but what all must
write, ' When 1 commenced enclosing two sheets (and I don't
know but others) did the same and even this morning when he was
.writing at my elbow discovered that I was writing this double lined,
he seemed to regret very much that he had not commenced his in the
same manner and I presume he will end it so, But this does not dis-
turb me; T shall write ns often and in such form and manner as 1 Hke

best and if they keep up with me they musi work for it. But it is nat
very agreeahle to have persons pecking and lnquirmg ns lo how you do ©

a thing so as to copy vour example,

I find T am going to get a good deal of matter into my letler
with this form of writing und as this is my last letter (as I shall re-
tain it and add to it daily till' we leave) from Independence, and prob-
ably the last that you will receive from me until you receive one from
me at San Francisco, I have much 4o say and it is my endeavor to
write you a letter that will in some good degree satisfy you for the long

silence that will follow; for I will not mislead you on any account and

unpleasant as it may be, it is nevertheless true, that you will not hear
from me after T leave anything like as soon as we expected when I left
home. Look at it:—We cannot start so early —to a month or two and

we shall be longer making the journey, I do not know how it has been E#

with you but here we-are having n very buckward spring, although it
bid fair for two weeks after we left home; but for the last two weeks or
80 we have had, intermingled. pleasant and much cold disngrecable
wenther so that the grass hus made very Litle headway in that time, and
‘even now when I am writing it is so cold as to requlre overcoats sitting
in the wagons closely covered and fastened up at cach end. Tomorrow
morning was the time flxed when I wrote you last. A cold day afterward
deferred it till day after tomorrow or the day following; and this cold
snap (ymler(luy and today) mny oceansion a further postponement of u
day or so0, But suppose we start the first of May; it is not sufe te cul-
culate on less than 100 days in going (good luck may take us through In
80 but poor luck may keep us 120 days on the road) and that would carry
us to the 10th of ‘August; it wounld then be ten days at lenst bhefore we
could send down and get a letter Into the Post Office at' San Francisco
and it will take the letters, say, 45 days by way of New York at least
hefore it would reach you, which would carry it to the 5th of October
before you can again hear o word from me, This to me is one of my
greatest hardships and I know it is 1o you. How can one under such
‘circumstances cut short the last lingering word? Farewell; I eannot.

I was in fown yesterdny and had there been a regular mail I should
have expected your answer to my first Independence letter (this is my
6th); I hope yet to receive it ere we leave when my hopes and expecta-
tions, ns regards letters from you at this place will be fully realized;
lut then, I shall not hear from you ngain until the 20th of August,—and
this is my greutest hardship. But 1 shall cheer myself with the pros-
peet of a huppier day ahead, no, not happler,—but the very happiest, the
siny when I shull be permitted to grasp you and the children in-my fond
embrace, with or without gold os ‘you say, death having mude no inrond
upon cur number, And although dangers do stand in the wny,—more
thun ordinnry,—1 will not lke you permit myself to fear that “thls Is too
_much happiness to expect In this world” but trust and belleve that just
sich a day the Lord holds in reserve for us, undeserving as we are.

But 1 must pass from this most cnchanting part of my letter tn
., particutars and in answer more in detuil to your letter. You want to

Enow. the truth as ] have it in reference to the storles of robberles and
murders in Californin. Such storles, iy Dear, while they nre no doubt
based on some foundation are nevertheless alwoys exaggerated beyond

measure; especially when they have to travel the rounds so far "amd
pass through so many hands, And there are reasons why it is natural
that we should look for such reports and exaggerations from California.
I cannot take time tfo detail them here, 1 hope your good sense will
detect them. Suflice it to say that the whole world is full of conjectures
and speculations as to the result of things in Callifornin, while many too
impatient foir their predictlons to be fullilled put in cireculation storles
and letters caleulated, if- not intended to be magnified into just such
ones as you hear, I have not heard of these particular stories to which
you allude but 1 have seen publications that are false without o doubt
and bear too much the marks of falsehood on their foce. It is getting to he
tiext to impossible to know what to believe,—~when people suffer them-
selves to be misled by contradicting statements and begin to doubt what
they before know, as it were, to be truth,—strange things will be. done
and strange things be seid. Two men, perfectly homest, may, in writing
sbout a place or state of things, give us an entirely different view of it
Just as they inay happen to be looking at one or the other side of the
picture at the time or may havpen to feel or be displeased at the time.
1 conld il T were disposed draw a very black picture of the state of
things in Independence at this time. I coul dspeak of Drunkenness to
excess, of men being robbed nnd stripped of their all in gnmbling house:
end. other places kept up for the purpose; of fights and men being daily
shot in the public streets growing out of quarrells and jealousies while
the public authorities seemed to be indifferent or unwilling to inter-
fere; of the ravages of Cholera umonyg the Californian emigrants, mmny
of them-turning back, c¢te, cete, until your Bood would chill and you
would tremble to hiive me here p single day; and all this would have
some foundntlon in truth while it would be in reality a very partial”
statement ca’culated to mislead the public mind  And 1 sometimes fear
you will hear and see just such stor.es ulloat. But they will be false, all
fulse, There is just enocugh materlnl for evil disposed and careless
persons nnd hasty writers to get such reports abroud while there {s and
Las been no such general evil or danger to be apprehended here, So of
California. So it will be of routs murders and encounters by the way. But
be not disturbed or moved by anything until the whoele truth you know.
Why, Mrs Sharp has just written thot there is a rumor going the rounds
with you that I have “s'oned” with all the funds of the Company and thal
the Company had disbanded and was going home! Now, who can
fmagine such a falschood could get aflont and yet it only requires u few
minutes use of a light and worthless lying, evil disposed tongne,—evit
disposed either towards me, the Company genernlly or the objects we
tre pursuing. .

You ask me, *What are your prospects?” I answer, “Good.” We
have our health, good outfit, good teams that will go through if any go
and the news of the abundance of Gold fully and perfectly confirmnel
if it never was there before. As I stated in my last, two of the very best
most honest, relinble men this country or state produces and who left
for the mines lust year have just written home for the first time and one
of them Iz un ex-Governor of Missouri and they fully conilrm oll former
stutements of the abundunee of Gold and further that provisions are new
chenp, Gov. Boggs, the ex-governor, says there are no poor in California
wnd necd not be, that the poorest count thelr Gold by thousunds and
he ndvises his two sons in business here to quit nll however much they
nre making and come to Callfornin; spenks of his two little boys picking
up 20 pounds of gold (nbout #4000) in a few days, etc. This Is the
substance. The fullest reliance is pluced in the letter by every cltizen.
This tends to stimulste us just us we are about to lnunch forth on the
almost boundless prairie, while the news comes a little too lnte for thos2



whe would now take the fleld against us for a specdy passage, Gov.
Boggs' son refuses to have the letter published but this is the substance
as given by those who saw it. I saw and conversed with an old and
reputable inhabitant who heard it read and 1 heard the Presbyterian
Minister say full confidence might be placed in its statements, But
ngnin; our prospects are good, better thin others, in another particular:
When the teams come to show themselves it appears over ¥ if not quite
# of them are ox-teams, and it is conceded that the mules will make the
. hest time into three or four weeks consequently we shall be among the
first that arrive and mules will be in greater demand than oxen, being
fewer in numbers, so that If we could not make anything by digging we
‘could turn around and come home with the money for which we sold
“our teams; but you need not fear or expect this; we shall get some
will warrant you and cnough to pay us for the trip. 1 have been cooking
and am warm and nervous and fear you will be troubled to read my writ-
ing. But my hand will steady pretty soon but I cannot wait for it. -We
are perfecting our organization every duy and I can tell you one thing
in it that will greatly rejolce you. Yesterday our mess conalsting of
Smith, Boren, Stevenson, Tyler and mysell proposed that that if 1 would
act ns Cook on the road over I would be relieved from every other kind
of work and further thet [ need not stand guard at night. I said I wonld
do It and it was unanimously ngreed to; so that I need not harness or
touch a mule, or do any other work on the_road save preparing the food,
which te me, you know, will not be burdensome as I have rather a
nuaturn} taste for that kind of work and they all think so; in fact, no
Lread has been made but by myself since we encamped, whether I was
cook for the day or not, and although others can.cook very well I think
they concede to me the palm. One week ago today I undertook to make
a pot-pie; they opposed it, some of them thought it would be a failurp
lrut 1 suceedded admirably well as they all ndmitted and most.of our Mess
wre pretty particular and know when o thing is right. Today I prepared
‘a very good, no, I will say, a very excellent dinner (or rather supper)
for we ent but two regular meals aday, consisting of newly baked bread,
“the best 1 ever made, beans and bacon boiled, stewed peaches and apples
mixed, ten and molasses and had to dine with us Lawyer Pinney from
Newnrk who is golng over and he sald it was the best dinner he had
eaten in Camp and he ate ag il he thought so. But the beauty of my
JDerth Is, that T can walk, rlde in the wagon or on o mule alt doy as I
plense nndd after supper go to bed and sloep all night while others huve
{o watch or stund guurd two hours cevery other night and are conse-
quently more exposed to dunger if there be any doangers at any time from
the Indlans. 1 eotered upon my dutles today. 1 stood guard last night
two hours for the first time and 1 suppose the last time ot my optlon to
necomodate some one. We commenced standing guard two nlghts aygo
nnd will keep it up tlll we reach California. We watch now to protect
our mules from straying or breaking loose.

You ask me if T am homeslek. - 1 cannot say that I am in the same
sense in which that word is generally used and understood. Yet [
think none the less of home and would give nnything to see you and
spend an hour or two with you If 1 could or It were among things pos-
sible. But [ have no wish or deslre to turn back; Indeed { would not
now he compelled to return without necomplishing my object for n largo
sum of money and so feel nll our Company; but if you con seare up a
lot of fellows who think or tulk more of their wives nnd children than
<lo ours 1 should like to see them. [ am very sorry that Samuel has not
recelved any of our letters; I fear he will get homesick and discouraged.
poor fellow, Yesterday [.wrote him a long letter and directed it to
Napoleon. You must write him often and tell him how I have written
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him. 1 am a little afraid of him on account of the Cholera which Is no
doubt raging all along the river. There continues to be a case of
Cholera. now snd then in all in Independence brought by some one up the
river. There have been three deaths in a Keatucky Company camped on
the cdge of town since I last wrote vou, There have now, as 1 have
learned, yesterdny been over seven deaths by Cholera in Independence
in nll and eight at Kansas at the mouth of the Kansas river, but it docs
uot spread in fown nor extend into the country. It. would be next
tc impossible, if not impaossible, for so many men to come daily to this
place from St. Louis where they have the Cholera and none of them taky
il. Many have died on board the bonts from $t. Louls to this place;
not o boat has come up the river for some two weeks but what one or
more died of Cholern.and most of them Cnlifornions, of course, ns nine-
tenths of the passengers up the river ure Californions. There were
clght deaths positively on board of one boat on her way up. It was most
fortunate and providential truly, that we came as carly as we did for
we could not now pnss St. Louis or up the Missouri river in safety. And
there is no doubt but what the Cholern was in St. Louls nt the time we
passed through; but it was kept, or sttempted to be kept n seeret and had
not spread much, ;

Since our arrival Doet Anderson and son, Lewls, have appeared
and added themselves to the list. Kelly, the Tinner, formerly worked
with Pease, you will remember, pussed through L. Snndusky about the
time we were nearly ready to leave and was going the Southern route by
the Isthmus with two or three others; n few days ago they toe made
their appenrunce at Independence. He -went as far as New Orleans,
found thot the Cholera was raging and the Isthmus and possage from
Pangma was all blocked up and some were waiting for passnge nnd he
turned around snd determined to go the Overland route and js accord-
iugly here and has brought oxemn. QOrin Roberts, Pense and others were
boasting thet Kelly was the right kind of a man to put it through, that
he would be there and back again, if he coudl make nothing, before we
reached California. Whereas the prospect now is, that we shall beat
him and his Company some 3 or 4 weeks into California and maybe two
months for some are beginning to think and believe that they have
been misled and that it will probably take the ox-teams 150 dnys while the
mules wlil probably require but 90, This may be so. ;

A correspondent of the St. Louis Republican wos here getting a list
of ull the Companles und the names of cach person going to Coliforniu
and we pald for and direeted the number of his pupers containing the
lint to be sent us at L. Sundusky to be tuken oul, of course, by our
famllies und frlends, The paper published 1o Independence s dolng the
samoe thing and In the course of n month will have his list complete and
we have ordered numbers of hls papers to be sent In the same manner,
Yours will be direeted to me nt L, Sundusky., You will of course get atl
the papers nddressed to me; if Mr. Watson should toke them out, ns he
certainly would not now, he would see that you got them; these papers.
the last particularly will give you a pretty good ldea of the number
of Callfornin emigrants going Overland this spring. We shall be gone
before it is published, 1 have durlng the past 'week written to Fother
Johnson and directed my letter to Grange Co. 1 have alse wrliten to
Sarh, to Rupell Penbody and €, G. McCulloch, 1 shall write to Chaun-
cey Pettibone before § leave I 1 con, as [ promised to do w0, And then |
believe 1 have fllled all my engngements to wrlte from Independence,
is the same Jenlous, petulant fellow nnd requires n good deal
of petting to get nlong amoothly but the Compuny all understond him
pretty well and da all they can to promote pence and harmony, There
has been n great deal of jurring and contenlion nmong the different
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Companies In consequence of coming here without uny definlte or bind-
Ing orgunlzation hefore leaving heme und some Companies have all
uplit up, & purt returning home und the rest furming o new compony or
sttaching themselves to others, A good many uecldents have occurred
by the enrclesy use of firearms, One mun wos killed and two or three
olhers have heen woundel; two or three others wers shot at n purpose,
In affrays, wounded but not killed. Two or three flst fights have taken
plice and any guantlty of Californiuny hove lost nli thelr money In o
couple of gnmbling houses kept up In Town and have heen compelled to
turn back on that account and some others have been more or less In-
jured by mules in breaking them. But from all these we have entlrely
eseaped and by enre and prudence we mny still hope to eseape nll such
dilleultics. We have nlso enjoyed and do now all enjoy unusunl good
henlth, ’ . '

We have just heard that the Sanidusky Clty Company bave gone 50
miled beyond the Knnsas river and stopped for want of gruss and had
to seml buck to Kansus rviver for corn for theéle animnls and further
that they hud lost by some means five of thelr mules, leaving them only
cloven heatl of mules pnd horses. 10 this report be irue it but proves
thnt we neted wisely In refusing to nccompany them se carly and that
they had better remnined where-they were until grass was sulliclent; we
aro within-a halt mile of thelr old comping groumndl, The Kensns Rives
Is @ 160 miles from here, It will no doubt be Interesting for you to
know something of the chareteristies of the Indinns through whom wo

must pass as we have learned them since our arrival. We shall have to

pass through zome twenly or more tribes, nll of whom are friendly
to the Whites except three or four; but they will all steal when they
have n chonce, whether friendly or not, and henco ihe necessity of a
constant guard from the stort Hll we get through. It wns no doubt

Dby theft that the Sanduskians loat theiy mules if the story be true. But .

with a sufllelent number we are more and more sotisfled and so are ali

thut no dunger wlil be apprehended even from the hostile tribes. Our

Compuny Is going to be lurge enough; the only dunger s thot {t will be
too lurge ns n great many are trying to erowd Into Mr. Hendspeath’s
compuny as he is umlerstood to be an excellent and prudent guldoe:
Lt T had pather go In a compnny too Inrge thon too small; a company
too lurge can bo separated for n distance or dlvided but for a company
too smull there Is no remedy,

1 helleve 1 have now answered or alluded to all that is contained in
vour letter seeklng wny reply and 1 will lny aslde my sheet till T oo
write you more deilnitely ns to the prechie time of starting,

~ This morning some of us are golng into Town expecting to get letters
and if_there be none will probably deposit our letters in the Post
Offee as we shall recelve no other mall from the Enst before we start as
It comes tel-weekly only. I shall feel disappeinted if not sad if I have lo
lcave without nn nnswer to my first Independence letter wrlitten 25th
ult. I huve set my heart on geiting one more kind word from you before
1 lenve and I know not how fo be denled, It Iy now setiled that tomorrow
morning we break up our present encampment and.move up to the main
rond In rendiness to fall in the next morning with the maln train that
wiil then overtuke us, So dnte our departure May 2nd, 1849, Wo have
spoken to a friend of ours who will leave Snturday, May Bth, and will
overtake us ot the Kansas to bring us any letters that may arrive for
us up to that time; so that ¢ 1 ghould not get your letter this morning 1
shall expect it by Mr. McCoy, opr friend alluded to, as he will get
Wednesduy and Friday evenings’ l!:l"lh
The hoys have the horses nearly harnessed reaily for n starl to town
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and T must bring my letier to n close. And I know not, my Dearest Wife,
how to do It; It seems lke bldding you farewell n seconl time, 1 re-
member, 0 1 renember with mingled joy and poin our purtlog seene, It
is now fully puinted befory my mind and while 1 delight to dwell upen
It und would even now rejolce at the opportunity to repeat it, vet pgaln
it seems as It I could not endure It 1 eannct, my dear, extend to you

.any hand or embrace you in my arms but 1 eun extend to you my heaet snd

embrace you In the arms of undylng love nx freely, nay, more feeely,
And 1f T cannot drop the parting tear upon your neck and feel the throh-
Ling of the truest of hearts beating In unlson with my own, I enn al
least with swelling heart bedew: these lnes with the silent fulling teur,
knowlng that when they mect the eye of hwr for whom they were penned
they will open the same fountain of love nnew el move to the ulmost
u heart thit knows how to feel for mo wd wilt follow me through all
my windings and ‘stunel rendy to reeeive me when, the Lord willing, [
shull ngnkn be restored to” the bosom of my tamlly. Aned this Js o
soverelgn balm for all my pain.or the privatlons 1 may be ealled on to
endure. But [ ennnot brlng mysell to feel that 1 nm taking my last

‘adieux, T bave falth to belleve that you and I shaldl spend muany o hnppy

duy together yet, happler than any wo have yet enjoyed and with these
feelings [ nm pushing myself off upen the wide extended plains amd 18
will be more thun meat to me o puet of the time ot least, Tuke It cheer-
fully, my dear; do not glve yoursell too wueh anxlety wbout e, 1 am
well and my health lmproving nnd have every reasonable prospect of o
snfe journey. Only be surc to wrile me ofieny you cunpot wrile ton
often, Remember me to the children. Speak gonxolingly to them and
when you write give me every particulne ns to how you are gelling
nlong. [ shall tuke the carliest opportunlty of sending you some money
whether you need It or not, O, one thing more, 1 hud alnost forgotten
to mention, July and August ure warm wnd the most alekly months i
nlifornln and 1 think it not goud policy to husten Into the countyy just
atl that thme, %o I am not anxious sbout hurrying theough, It v a
grent undertaking and let us toke Hine to do it rlght and at the right time.
The full witl be he best thme for us to commence opernlions, I am sure
vou will feel more reconelled with this view. Wo must consult our henlth
und sofety as wo go along ux well as lgok for the shortest teip

" P, 8 Ihuve Just been to the Post Oiliee but found no letter from you.
I am sorry o be compelled to leave without my expeeted -letter, but 1
suppose the fault is not yours lul the lrregularity of the madly, Giood
bye, my dearest wife,

My Dénr Wifo: .
1 conclutled not to put my letter Into the Post Offiee yesterduy when

at town s the mall woudl not leave till tonight and I dld not know what
might turn up in a <oy and ns we woild not leave tH1 tomorrow morning
I would tuke my Ietter buck to comp, brenk it open and (11 up this Just
pago with a lamentation, for not receiving n letler In onswer to my flrst
Independence letter wriltten Murch usth, A month and six duys hus now
pussed sinee I wrote that letter In which I requested an Immediats reply
ettt ghiswor to thut by due course of mull hus now been due ut lenst slx
duys, and yet no reply appears. Yesterday Mr, Boren reeelved o Jetter
trom his wifo in answer to his first letter from Independence wrltlen
the same dny mine was, and is the ouly one ol our Company that hns
heen so fortunate as to have hiz wishes gratifled In that particular,
Smith, Boren, Stevenson and myself at lenst wrote home Murch 25th,
According to nppointment the rest of our travelling compuny arrived
here tonlght and enenmped with us rendy for a staret In the morning nnd

our wngons ure all repacked in rendiness to depart by tomorrow's Hyht
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- having a warm rain which will very much aid vegetation if it comes off
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a

-holding on till Thursday mornlng for this mall and by Thursday night

-we cnn have the smne opportunity of writing from Bear -River In the

‘wenl this letter till morning and will lenve room to add anything Import-

and everything is all right and everything I could desire I have received
except a letter from you, so mnich desired on the eve of my departure and
cnleulnted upon with so much certalnty, You can hardly lmagine how
tifferently I should feed and how much more cheerfully 1 could have left
this spot had 1 only the pleasure of the perusal of the letter 1 know hns
long been on the way nnd which | may now probably never recelve,
The next mail comes: in tomorrow night and I have been thinking of

I could overtnke the Company, travelling as fur In one day as they would
in two. This 1 mny do. But 1 am nol certuln as we shall start In the
morning as 1t Is now roining very hard and will probably be very wet
and slippery tomorrow und the roads very heavy, If we were travelling
we should not stop for any kind of weather but we like u good day to
slart and, then, we are not anxious to start In the morning.as the.
wenther has been very cold for three days past and the grass has not
srown and is not sufficlent yet; but we have brought enough corn to take
with us to lnst ten doys when we expeet grass will answer, But we stlll
would rather see it hefore leaving, It is not so cold tonight and we are

warm afterwards. 1 find thot we shall have probubly an opportunity
of getting letters back from Ft. Laramie, about 860 or 800 miles out. A,
friend of ours, Willinm McCoy, who seitled at Independence In 1830,
coming from Chlllicothe, Ohlo, suys he has & contract to deliver Governs
ment supplies for the Army ut that point and that his train on thelr re-
turn will bring back all letters to the States. They cannot tell how
soon they will be able to return but you whl probably hear from us [
sooner in thls way If they attend to it than from Californla, He also says 5

Rocky Mountalns but It is doubtful If the truin that goes to Bear River
will return this senson; so you need not look for o letter from that point
But there is o very strong probubility thut we shall have an opportunity:
of sending buck letters by meeting returnlng partivs from Culifornla,
Stevenson has not yet reeclved any reply to his 8t, Lous letter nnd feels
very bud nbout it. 1 did my flirst washing today; it went off very well.
I waoshed for Stevenson and mysell, about o dogen pleces. 1 shall not

ant. Horen is writlng a reply to hls wife's letter and will go to the Post
Office in the morning If we leuve tomoerrow. Somo 1800 government B
soldiers will leuve 8t. Joseph Muy 10 for Bear River, nnd helng but o few_
days behind us we could in case of serlous opposition on the part of the
Indinns find rellef by halting a few duys or falling buck. 'We nntlelpnte
o such necessity but T mention it for your sutistaction,

We are hitching up to start. Boren goes to the Post Office. If T get
your leiter by tomorrow’s mail it will be acknowledged.

In haste, Your Loving Husband, and Adieu.

My Company left Camp yesterday morning on their way io the
“gold diggings”, while I came back to visit the Post Office this morning
nnd bring up the Mail. I have received a letter myself and one for
Mr. Johnson at whose request 1 drop you this line acknowledging the
reception of the same, and for your further satisfaction would say that
Mr, Johnson left in good health, fine spirits and full of “golden dreams.”
The Company will proceed to the exireme frontier on the line of this
state, bordering on civilization, at which place I will overtake them today
about.tea time, I hope when Mr. Johnson, whose turn it is to be Cook,
1l have something good to cat. He is decidedly the best Cook in Camp
He goes about it rather awkwardly but really 1 don't think his wife can

l.one Elin
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beut him at making bread, I wish you could see how he looks Just now,
not having shaved for some thne, He presents quite n Savage appearance,
looks flerce enough to frighten an Indion into Ats. But In that respect
we ure ull allke. Mh, Johnaon, laying oll fun aside, has enjoyed hetter
und more unlform good heulth nnd looks better (notwithstanding the
lung beard) than 1 have ever scen hlm before during my whole acquaint.
unce, Remember me to my acquaintonces and friends and accept my best

.wishes for yourself.

Yours teuly,
L. E. B,

1 have hit upon a plan by which 1 shall be enabled to send ymj a

Jetter whenever an opportunity offers and | think 1 shall keep posted

up o record of our progress, connected with  the most hmportant inei-
dents by the way In the form of a dlary, not in my memorandum book
but on loose sheets of paper and these whenever T meet nnybody 1 can
enelose to you in o wrapper or letter envelope in five minutes—wherens
| might meet many opportupltics of sending but could not write for want
of time as with the person returning our own train could not halt long
cvnough to offer me or any person of us o chapce to write a letter. Wiih
that view I now commence my Diury In the following form:

Moy 2nd, 12:00 M~Took our journcy for California u little hehind
our train, ot 12 M, Boren and Gallagher pemuined behind to find, if pos.
sible, our pony which had eseaped by alipping Its bridle;—Moved op
ruther briskly tll near sundown when we found we. had probably
passed the portion of our traln for which we were looking by their en-
camping off the rowd somewhere, and also found that through lgnorunce
of the way we had gone 3 milex beyond the last cnmping ground and
were 16 miles short of the next, No wood and usunlly no water but In
lovking nbout we found some passable water In o snnll hollow—con.
cluded to eamp, did so, und in 25 minwtes had our coffee amd ten boited
el our ment fricd in good style ‘with nothing but dry proairle groass sl
weoeds whth which we fed our stove., ‘This attested to, to our full satly-
faction, the great value of our cooking stoves although most of the old
Santn Fe traders In Indepesdence consldered them an encumbranee and
of no real value. But where we eamped with perfect comfort they would
have thought It impossible unless’ they bud wood with them, brought
perhaps 3 miles, ns they often deaw it o great woys farther.

May 3rd—Took breakfast and Boren and Gullngher belng still be-
hind (It woas expected that Boren would remundn ot Iudepencdence to
bring up the mall), we storted on wmd travelled 15 miles through the
rain and over very bad ronds to the * Lone Elm”, which we reached at
2 o'clock P. M. and put up for the day, our mules being tired and ex-

hausted. :
May 4th—Rainy morning with cool N, W, wind. Held on till 10 A,

M. and Boren and Gallagher and balance of train still being behind we
sturted on, with about 158 others who had encamped at the same place
and travelled 15 to 18 miles and encamped. Good water and grass. Jt
rained incessantly all day and all of us wet. My feet were as wet as they
could be. Our India Rubber coats do some good but do not meet our
expectations as they will not turn ruin all duy. Near our Encampment
was a young man from Newark, Ohio, by the nume of Henry J. Beeney,
whao had been run over by a wagon and he died in the evening and was
buried next morning. We all assisted in his burial. He left a dependent
mother who was strongly opposed to his going. The reflections of the
occasion were peculiarly solemn. Experienced no injury from the
extreme exposure of the day.

Moy 5th—Learning that Headspeth's train had taken another road
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- River.

" done, as T know you woutd, but your letter came nigh nilssing me. 1

parallel with ours, we started on ot 2:00 P, M, first intending to await
Eoren and Gallagher's arrival; travelled 8 or 10 miles and encamped for
the night—weather pleasant and the scenery most beautiful and en-
chanting. No man can find ony idea of these western plains from the
best deseription. He must see them for himself.

Muy 6th—-Hurrled on in rain and over very bad roads 12 miles to the
junction of the two ronds where we expected to mect Boren and Gal-
" lngher with Headspeth's trainj—encamped in a very pleasant spot, good
wuter and plenty of grass. At dusk Boren, to our great joy, came up, aloneg
und reported that they had found the pony and thut Gallagher was sonie
10 miles boek with Headspetl's and that he had just one letter for the
Gomprny and-but one, nnd a8 he took it from his poeket all was anxiety
and suspense; but I eested In the strong belief that the prize wns mine;
und when the suspense wos ended by it belng handed to me, 1 threw
up my old Beaver and let the prairie winds take jt. It was from my
wife and was all I expeeted or could hope, for 1 knew she would not
disnppoint me, atthough I was compelled to Ieave Independence without
it.  Yet T know the 11th hour would bring It,—and it wus even more
ueeeplable on the plalns 5 duys out than it could have been at Indepen
dence, C.

May 7th—Shurp started bock to meet Headspeth and brlng up Gal-
Jugher and-we moved on 12 miles and encumped, expecting Headspeth to
overtuke us tonight.  Sharp und Gallugher arrived, Company now alf
together without loss or aceident so fur—in good heualth and splrits,

Muy 8th—1vox and Titus und Headspeth's traln upy with us on rond
together, within 15 or 20 mlles of the Konsas siver. See n team ahend
returning from the rlver—hos been out to curry corn {for the emigrang,
Concluded 1o vnclose this sheet lest I should not have another oppor
tunity,

"My Dear Wife: Neceive this hasty note as the best T can do now amn’
1 know it will be acceptable. I will answer your.letter from the Kansa.

My Dear Wile:
I received your most nffectlonale and very excellent letter of Aprll
14th by Mr, Boren. I wm now done with my lnmentations, You huve

directed NMr. Boren to «drop you a line acknowledging the recelpt of your
letter it he got one as there were doubts of my getting o letter back to
you from the way. As [.wrote.you 15 mlles back und ug we all have work
to do (ns we are about lo cross the River) T shall not be lengthy, We
have now travelled pbout 110 miles, (we eross the Konsas o good wuys
nbove its mouth) —o no aceidents—nll well. We shall here or within o
short distonce, organize into a travelling Company and push on at n
little more rapid rate. At first good polley requires that we should travel
slow. Our mnules work first rate and hold out well, We shall evidently
‘out travel the oxen. . Grass is more abundant than we expected; we shall
get along well enough on that scofe. We have had no confirmation of
the report that the Sandusky City Company had lost a part of their
mules and I presume it is nol true. We cannot rely with any certninty
upots the truth of anything we hear us having transpired 5 miles ahend
uid how can you expect to get a true version of anything that is said to
transpire here on the way or in California. Trost them not. I suy
honestly, my dear, be not speedily moved or troubled about any un-
favorable new's you may hear of us. Why, take the story of our Com-
panies having broken up on account of my absconding with the funds as
an instance. We henr all kinds of bug-bear stories about Indian depreda.
tions but when we come a little closer to the scene of action we can hear

nothing of it. So be prepared to hear anything and everything conceen-

.ing us and othérs,—and belleve that after all it will turn out untrue and

that you wiil see me again, having survived nll the disasters, shipwreeks
und Cholera of which you have heard. 1 hope however that the press
will not fill your ears with so much engerness with such stufl by publish-
ing every rumor thut comes to them, ns it were, on the wings of winds,
One thing I think 1 can say I know amdl that ls thot we can ot least get
enough gold dust in a short time it we get to Colifornin (us I doubt not we
shall} to pay us our expenscs home next fall. And if we ennnot 'muke
anything more or better, you may expeet to see me nbout New Yenr's |l||':,r
next, If however it will be for our advantage to remunin longer you will
of course be willing under such circumstunces to endure the poin of o
protencted separation n litt'e longer. Do not, my Dear, grieve so hurd.
[ am sorry to henr you give vent to your worst apprehenslons so freely,
1 know you have better hopes, But | cun und do sympothize, deeply
sympathize with you, 1 now feel sntisiied with your diligence In writing
me nnd my expeetations have been fully met,  Rest assuied that every
upportunity will be embraced by me to keep you advised of our progress
We huve Just erossed the Kansns In safety and spread out before us is
the boundless, rolllng pralrie, hill or elevations appearing one nfler nun:
other in the blue and simoky distnnee Vke the waves of the veean, with
only here and there a nartow strip of timber morking the watercourses
und often are even oul of sight of these, It-is & pleasant |Iny.nml the
prospects before us seems Inviting enough espeelnlly sfter Jading our.
solves nnd animals over 110 mites of the worst romd bulwvvn‘ Inde-
pendence wnd Snn Franeisco and about as bud o rond ns the Bluck Swump
in places, We are not yet in full foree oy purt. of our traln cross at the
lower ferry. We will go out todny about flve imiles and wll! intersect the
balonece of our train, [ have given up the ollice of .(}hlol Cook and take
wy turn with the rest and my portion of other duties. { had rather do
g0 as It is more slavish work then -1 had anticipated and by .rnr the
bardest post to occupy. I found | was working all the time. during our
Inlts while others at least were a portion, of the time resting, ] could
not get t'me to write n letter or n note,—us for guarding, my turn will
not come oftener than once in twe und perhaps three nights and llu-.n
only two hours nt u time with sume eight or ten others, It sometlines
secms as if it were lmpossible for me to lovk upon or regard nny gtlu-l;
plice as home except the “old homestead” and it does not nppent un. ¥
we had parted with it and you alimost mnke e homesick in your Iou(ilti:
ing allusions to 11, purt'culmily the removal of some of our l'uvm:i ¢
shrubbery. But this, my Dear, s more the ¢ffvet of thf pleu’slng mumt' fie
tions connected with them than in the shrubbery itse’f, \\. herever 3:mt
and 1 dwell together with our litle ones, there we will find n:n.ut HE] prut;\
and as lovely snowballs and roses as we planted at the “0Old Home-
i "
stta(}. know you will husband your resources as that is all the |)30l;
excuse of n Husband you now have, My health is perfecll.y go(.)qllnm
1 flatter myself that I can alrendy pt.-rccilveI nnl ll]lp:o;f:l‘:‘lzt\; in fact I am
ne almost that has not complained a single day. )
““" ?lu:m': ;ou-nt their request to cull on Mre, Cn]_dwull snd suy that Mi:I
aldwell is well and has not time fo write by this opportunity but w
embrace the next and also on Mrs. Boren and say that Mr. Boren s dom{f
all he can in preparing a letter but fears he will not be al:lf.: to embrace
the present opportunity. They and all the members of the (..or.npml:)yt::re
well, Mr. Sharp has not felt well for o day or two but is getting be Ier.
Mr. Stevenson is also preparing o letter to trnn_smlt and Mr. Sharp }:: m:
writes home. I hope you will not fail in getting my letter. We lavk
been fortunate so fur in getting each other’s letters. I hope our good.luc
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will continue. You will see what I mean by a short letter, what 1 prom-
ised you in the outset,—but to write what I desired, or rather to write
at all I bad to pass on with the Company two miles and a half to their
stopping plaoce und then return to this llitle village (Indlans of course)
en the river. Some white men trade hete, Give my love to the children
ond kiss them for me, Goodbye, L

My Dear Wife: ; .

I cmbrace a moment’s opportunity to send you a line while our
mules are baiting. We arrived lost night on the Platte over 300 miles
from Independence ‘without nceldent or loss either to oursclves or ani-
mnls. No one ls sick or unwell although we have nearly all had a slight
touch of dinrrhea incident to the comimencemerit of a journey on the
Plains, . We have sepurated from that part of our travelling Company
from Missouri leaving only oursclves and the Sencca and Tiflin boys, 18
in all. They were jenlous of us and we did not like them, We conge-
quently travel much faster and more ngreeably as fewer delays occur
und we are nll from the same neighborhood. The only thing counted
foellsh here is-to be caught in a large train of 50 to 100 men; from 15 to
30 men-ure counted oll-suflicient and most companies have split all up

Inte smnll partles. Some are going with one wagon and 4 and 5 men. -

There are scores of partics of 8 to 10 men. But the road is lterally
Bled for two weeks travel elther way und the only trouble with us s to
get out of the way or pass others. We could camp every night with as
strong w force a8 we deslred. We have not seen un Indlan sinee we
entered Lhls countey (that is the Hostlle Indions) and we have travelled
in it some 200 miles and have newly pussed through the country of the
Pownees, the most dungerous of any. The road is as plain and more
travelled than the Maumee and Western Reserve Roud, Many more nre
going overland to Californin than 1 expected.  From all necounts at least
16000 of them are on the way,—say, 2000 nhend -of us wnd the balunee
bhehind use We whI poss all the ox-tenms before we reach the mountalng
und wll the poor mule tenms, We hnve not heardd from the Sundusky Clty
Compuny except that on the 28th of April they were 180 miles out, Grass
I« now sufflelent and looks as i we might have storted a week earller

‘than we did.  But we connot yet tell as we have scarcely commenced

uur journcy, S

My health s good. I hud a slight cold for a few days but have en-
{irely recovered fiom It We ean whenever we wish Inercuse our number
I necessary and will do o This Is o most splendid country, fllled with
the most beautiful scenery, but it is more ynluable to look at thun te
vecupy. ns wood und water are generally deflelent.

1 wish, my Deur, 1 hnd time to weite you o letter but 1 have not.
Aceept this os ol 1 enn do for you now.

Your Most Alfeetlonnte Hushand

o

s

Ec

'
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The Diary of

Hamuel F. McCuy

of Chillicothe, Ohio

Outlining the Overland Journey to California by the
" Death Route In 1849

Taking brother John's outilt, with which he had just returned from
Mexico over tho Santa Fe route, I left Indopendence after broukfast at
cvlght o’clock, In company with brother Alexander, He had started from
home (Chlllicothe, Ohlo,) early in Aprll and with a large company left
Cincinnati on Aprll $8th to travel overland to the Californla gold mines.

The road, leading out at first ot the Santa Fe trail, was famlliar to
me In every respect and, while not n stranger to travelling on the plaina,
this prosent cffort exceeds in dunger and distunce nll previous Journeylng.
While riding atong I wos much occupied with thoughts of the far away
home, of the scparations on carth, and the shadow of events to come,
pressing down on n frame weoakened by slckness, darkened the benuty

-of the day and of the landscape.

. The main company had gone nhead jubilant and with high hope.
There was nothing therefore to help me shake off this depression. Bitter
it 1s to part with friends, but bitierer far to go forth on a hazardous quest
not knowing whether those I leave behind will be in the land of the
living on our return, if indeed we ourselves will ever, escaping the
dangers, return to the States. Yet we know that there s One who careth
tor us and I strove to commend them and myself to His fatherly protection.
May God guard and keep us all, .

The determination to add one more to the number of those going to
Californin, while hustlly made, was not a rash one. Brother Willium's
frelghting for the Government would have kept me employed for alx or
eight months, but I felt that the amouat of money thus to be ninde would
not be sufficient to Justlfy me in embarking with him in his enterprize,
1 further saw no prospect of rapldly hettering myself in the States, where-
us, if nothing better results I can secure a clerkship in. San Franeisco.
The gold scekers, as a rule, will not admit the possibility of failure and
each man is positive that he will not return empty handed. As to this
I am somewhat sceptical and, touching myself, ratber indifferent.
The adventurous nature of the trip has its fascination and will, after the
journey is over add much to experience.

Alex has quite a company of his own and, with those under hils com-
mand, has attached himself to an excellent guide, Hedspeth, who has
erossed the plains for many years and who has a force of his own to
guard us from hostile Indians.

As to sickness, we have a great advantage in that we have with us
Dr. Thompson, formerly of Chillicothe, 0. As to my .outfit I am well
provided, my own knowledge of what is required being supplemented by
William’s and Jerry's experience. I have a light wagon drawn by four
mules, loaded with flour, becon, sugar, rice, coffee, etc., ete., sufficient
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_back in outward appenrance! Then my garb in no wise differed from |
. that of others, but now, mounted on a mule and accoutered like a moun-

~wind wus hlgh and the sky cloudy. The roads were bad untll we left the

“ful country, nlthough during the morning the scenery was much tho same g

f{or a year or eighteen months. In addition, I have one of the best animals
to ride, fleet, gentlé and able to stand the journey, and clothing of the
warmest and most servicenble kind. I do not feel any ili offects from
exposure, for ¥ have never experienced better health than when out on
the prairies, and am I not under the care of a kind and benevolent God, F§
wherever I am, Who doeth all things well. The greatest difficulty I have
Iisd in this whole matter is the fear that it may not meet with my par-
ents' concurrence. However, I will endeavor to follow out the insiruc-
tions I nm convinced they would glve me, and, hard and difficult as it is [
fo go forth without seeing them in Chillicothe once more, we bave the g2
aysurance of meeting again under better auspices. &
At noon I stopped at the Blue River and lunched and then, riding
rapidly, overtook the mule wagon twenty miles out from Independence, f5
and rode in it the rest of the day, being unable to sit longer in the |
suddle on account of the indisposition from which I had suffered all day 3
ond which left me very weak. What a contrast now and a few months 4

taineer, bristling with deadly weapons, conspicuous in my armament be-

ing my trusted Colt’s revolving pistol
. We all camped for the night at Lone Elm,

Started at sunrise with the train, after commending myself to His 3
care, Who alone can protect us, We travelled five miles and stopped for 3§
breakfnst and then pushed forward.

We passed today over a lovely country of the same character as that
traversed yesterdny. How beautiful are the prairles! An expanse of
green grass, boundless as the ocean, their appearance varied and even i
pleturesque, interspersed with woodlond or solitary clumps of irees, pif
alving them a diversified aspect. The ground is now covered with bright £
and beautiful flowers of many hues, How can it be said that the prairies |
ure monotonous! In their vasiness how impressive; in thelr solitude how
deeply touching the mind, reaching the heart and leading the thought
up to contemplation of the Great Originator! ‘

We had some trouble at Coon Creek in attempting a eromng and B
were forced to unload our wagons, losing so much time in the process [*§
that we were compelled to noon on the creek, Later, as we were nhout [°J
to move forward, a violent thunderstorin come up, which necessitated g
our spending the night there, I kept tho first watch and afterward, {73
despite the storm, slept comfortably, cared for by Him, who sleepeth not 5
On the whole, it has been an unprofitable Sabbuth and I shall travel nn ;3
more on the Snbbath Day. May the sins of this day be pardoned. A

Rose carly and broke camp at an early hour in the forenoon. The L
Wakuarusi creck bottoms, and from then on we travelled through a benuti-

us that to which 1 have been necustomod. We passed on to o high ridge ju
und from it had a surpassingly lovely view. Tho country crossed in the {4
nfternoon was entirely new to me. In front as far as the eye could reach
an Hlimitable expanse of green stretching far away; nearly at our feet a
small strenm, skirted with timber, wound its tortuous way and shone
through the folinge like a silver band of rippling sunshine. In the back. Fs
ground, was the rond we had travelled over, stretching back through the i3
billows of gruss and leading our minds irresistibly to thoughts of thosc #+j
wo had left behind., Early In the afternoon cncountered a vielent ¥3
thunderstorm and all were thoroughly drenched. But as in our boyhood [
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days, after swlmming. the warm sunshine perforimed a good part in
drying us off.

Camped at evening with Lewls Jones, Esp. .The night was quiet and
we seitled down to sleep but one of the guards, new to the prairies, gnve the
ularm and roused all hands. Investigation proved he had been frightened
by the yelping of wolves, and he was soundly Jeered by the company
for confusing the yelp of a wolf with an Indian war-cry.

Settling down again we found the wind had risen and turned very
cold, making our fur robes decidedly comfortable, There is a feeling of
satisfaction when one s, as I am tonlght, with friends, when the future
looms darkly forbidding.

Rose before daylight and cooked a hasty brenkfast in the dark by

. the camp-fire in order to siart our Journey before sunrise, Early as we

were we passed many teams bound on their toilsome pilgrimage~to
some, if not most of us, it may be the road to denth, But such dismal
thoughts were quickly dispelled by the cheery greetings and especially
by the bright loveliness of the delightfully cool morning. The wind was
northwest and grew colder as the day advanced. We comped for an

-hour at noon after which we began the descent, crossing Shawaukunk

creek with great difficulty and only after much trouble. Dark overtook
us when we were a mile beyond the crossing and we camped down for
the night. Am still unwell. As I Jot this down by the uncertain light of
the camp-fire I nm struck by the weird picture before and around us.
Cnmp-fires are blazing or smouldering here nnd there and dusky flgures
move from group to group as the incldents of the day are recounted and
the hopes of the future aro painted In colors more or less roscate. Some
of the men are lying down trying to sleep. while others stand nround in
the ruddy glare of the fire. With most of us the sense of strangeness fs
beginning to wear off and we are beginning to adjust ourselves to our
novel situatlon. As it is my turn to stand guard tonight I shall turn in

early.

After standing my watch I wrapped myseclf in my blankets and was
soon fast aslecp but was rudely wakened by n false alarm given by one
of the morning watch, who thought the rustling of the grass hetokened
the coming of Indians. After the camp had soundly berated him we sought
o sleep agaln, but a thunderstorm routed us all out carly in the morning.
All got up tired and slecpy, but the tremenduous peals of thunder and
flushes of Hghtning rendered further effort nt sleep useless. So we started
off over roads wet and slippery mnking the travelling heavy and bad.

‘We passed the Baptist Mlssion to the Pottawottamies, which presented
a motley frontier scene with Its few log houses hullt on the banks of n
small stream. The Pottawottamies are partinlly civillzed and the Missjon,
we were told, is making gratifylng progress. I here conversed with an
Indian lad, who being unnble to spenk English, conversed with me by
signs in which language he wns very skillful and most expressive, He
tald me that he was a Pawnee and that his tribe was brave and strong,
and often hostile to the whites,

After crossing several small streams we reached and cnmped on tho
banks of the Kaw (Kansas) river, It rained during the night and stormed
continuously. I lost my ring given me by————, & very dear {riend.
who will ever be remembered desplte the loss of this memento,

Rose ot daylight and drove down to the Kuw Ferry and cressed it and
found the most of the Compuny who had preceded me had encamped.
All were apparently glad to sce us, The river seemed to be nearly a
third of a mile wide and the banks were cloy and sand. Th belated letters
which we brought with us wore distributed und engerly read and .the
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“a little after sunrise. As far as the eye could se¢ was roll upon roll of the

Thursday

news passed acround concerning “the folks at home.”
May §1st

The wenther wna bright and the warm sunshine seemed to bathe the
heart with gladness. But later in the day the wind rose high. We con-
tinued on for three miles in the afternoon and camped about sundown
on the top of n high prairie ridge. Scarcely had we made our prepara-
tions for the night when a severe thunderstorm, which had come up
‘rapidly, broke on us. The thunder and lightning were incessant and
‘grandly beantiful. The river scenery was exceedingly diversified this

morning. - 4 Friday

© P4 June st
As Wwe declded 1o remain camped here for the day I took my mule and |” ‘
made = wide circuilt of several miles, partly scouting for game but meinly
to enjoy the fresh morning air. Returning I spent some {ime re-arrang-
ing my cffects, drying out and fostening the ropes tighter. The constant
travel lymbles things about considerable. I stood the first waich and
ns it was a lovely night the time passed most plensantly.

I woke before daylight and found the fires nearly burnt out. After
replenishing them hod brenkfost and we made an early start, The travel-
ling was bad. We camped carly in the nfternoon for the Sabbath. The

night agaln was lovely, 4 Saturdny

¥9 June 2nd

The morning dawned clear ond cold and we remained in camp all
dny. There is something delighiful ns well ns hecoming in the soft stlll-
ness that prevades everything on this holy day~--the very brightness of
Nature sceming In unison with the spirit of the day. But this very quiet
rnd the enlin which Hes over the camp causes the mind to recur to the
Yoved oncs nt home who are also enjoying the Sabbath rest.. Moy He Who
cstablished this duy have them in His holy keeping,

~ Read much in the Serlptures this day. Shall sirive more earncsily
to do good to those about me..

£:4 Snbbath
24 June 3¢d

It wns a calm, clear and benutiful morning when we mode our atart

prairle, the ridges enrpeted with green, till the vostness and stillness lead
the mind to the contemplation of Him Who hns thus far led me snfely on
my way. We travelled untll noon aver the prairle, with its rich pro
ductlve goil, In the nficrnoon wo reached and crossed the Little Ver-
milllon, and In effecting n possage we nl’ became wet through, Owing to
irouble with my wagon I fell behind the others and it was dark when I
rode Into cnmp, But they had saved supper for me, ofter which I went
early to bed.

Wl Mondny
gl June 4th

Shortly nfter starting this morning I broke an axle-tree, and in mend-
ing the wagon and making necessary repalrs was detained until late in the
afternoon. As there was no danger the Company went forward but by
fravelling rapidly I managed to overtake them and come into camp be-
fore dark. Fortunately I had takén the precaution before leaving In-
dependence to provide for just such breakage and the extra pleces came
in right handy.

As it wns my turn to siand waich I was Inte in getting to bed. The
night passed without incident or happening, and I had ample time to envy
the men in their sound slecp,

ks Tueaday
k@ June Bth

Wedneaday
vl June Gth

While we were travelling today a thunder-stormi came up and its | 7

violence forced us to stop for a time. We proceeded after the storm

had partly subsided until we came fo Rock Creek. It continued roining

as we made our comp and on into the night. Is still raining as I write.

Becoming impatient at the slowness of the Company I started on and
fravelled in advance of the train, with iis many ox-teams. 1 was
deeply impressed by the beauty of the scenery. We travelled over high-
lands,—ridge after ridge until we reached the Big Vermilior, We passed
a short distance through the bottoms, which are nearly a mile wide and
fringed with timber. Am feeling unwell tonight, suffering from the ail-
ment incident to travel on the plains,

Being unwell and weak wns conflned to the wagon. Having gone six
miles from our previous camp we reached. and crossed a small stream
and travelled on to the Big Blue, m clear and rapld siream with
gravelly: ‘bottom,—banks lined with bushes and trees, The landscape
uround was dotted with hills, highlands and valleys and wild flowers were
abundant.

When the company stopped for the night, angry discusslon arose
among the men nnd there was much faul found by one and another.
l_-‘lrliction is unavoidable and grumblers can easlly find material for coms=
plaint.

Travelled all morning on. the dividing ridge, bearing NNNW, Wood
and wator were scarce and only to be found at some distance from the
rond, Ten mlles beyond the Blue the St. Joe Troce Joined ours. We
nooned of Wolf Creek, a small stream with limestone banks, then travelled
on untll sundown when we camped for the Subhnih one and n quarter
miles from the road.

Rose soon after sunrise; spent the doy encamped off the road. In
walking beyond the cnmp found some clusters of beautiful roscs. Read
much during the day and thought of those near and dear to mo,

How needful it is to seck the aid of the All-Powerful in their behalf,
us in my own, O may I feel the Importance of this more and more,

Tho rest of the Compnny have travolled on and in the distnnce we
saw numerous companles wending their way forward,—which relloved
us of any fear of Indlans, although we are in Pawneo country.

Roso at 3:00 A, M. and started forward nnd passed Jones' Company
on the waoy. Nooned at Wyctho's Creek after crossing it. It is small but
tlie crossing was troublesome on nocount of Its rocky bottom and the many

- blg boultters. Then wo travelled on over a rolling prajrie until sundown

when we camped on Snndy ercek. Wo estimuted that Alex and 1 had mode
28 miies, and his experience as a government surveyor on the Missourd

“prairie in 1843 ought to make his cstlmates accurato. Notwithstanding

the Company had travelled all dny yesterdny while we were In camp, we
cnught up with them by nightfall, Prayer and provender hinder no man
Am conilrmed In the resolution to keep the Sabbath,

Started at sunrise and travelled over a high ridge in the morning.
The soil here was poorer than we have yet struck. We nooned by & pool
of water by the rondside. In the nfternoon we crossed several small
sirenms and pulled into camp at sundown, with men and animals all very

tired,

Unwell and weak todny, but kept up with the Company. Passing
over a very broken country, we skirted the Little Blue and nooned on the
bLanks of the river. A rumor was brought into camp that the Pawnees
were out in great force and had commitied some depredations and at-
tacked parties of emigrants. It was deemed best for us to inke the
necessary precautions and we immediately encamped. In company with
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two others I was thrown out as an advance gaard as we lravelled and
after we had encamped. But we saw nothing to excite alarm and the only
incident of note occurring doring the night was a violent storm which
broke in fury on us. Many of the men professed great disappolntment
that we were not disturbed by the Pawnees, bot the rnore experienced
amongst us were well satisfled with the result.

Sterted our journey this morning af flve o'clock and travelled in the
bottoms and over the ridges along the Blue. The day was cloudy and
warm. There wos much talk of the Indions and our exposure to théir
aftacks, but tnik only, for while Pawnecs, supposedly, ‘wore visible In
the distance they mude no attempt to npproach us. :

Thinking to avoigd-the hent we started today nt 3:00 A&, M,, and trav-

“eled, util] skirting fhe Blue and crossing severnl small sirenma. . Nooned

on the bunlm “of the Blue. I wuas detained by an necldont behind the

tralp pnd’ tompelled to walk soveral hours in order to overtake it Soon |
_after encamping the Compnny was agaln thrown into excitement by an

alarm of Indians, who hod been loltering around In the hope, possibly,
of entching some of us unawares. Why they fulled to attack me when I
was delnyed 1 know not, for they had full opportunity. But ns I wos una-
ware of their proximity the walk was an enjoyable relief from the con-
tinunl |ldl|m.

Started ot 2:00 A, M. and travelled untll we stopped for breakfast.
Tn the niorning-we met a party of Laramie traders en route to the States
ond exchunged greetings with them. They seemed cager to receive such
informntion as we could impart and in turn furnished us with items of
interest regarding the route ahend and the emigrants they had passed.

Travelled todey on the divide between the Blue and the Platte
rlvers and flonlly enme to the bonks of tho Platte whore we camped, 10
miles from Ft. Kearney. Our Journey from one rlver to the other oo
cupied n’little less time than we hnd estimated, elght days,

- Another Sabbath dawned, clenr, cool and plensant, as beifitting a day
of ‘rest, Everything indicated a profltable day, but like the morning
cloud, or as the early dew, the good impressions, with which the day
began, quickly passed away., Absence of grazing for the animals com-
velled us to hitch and. travel ten miles to good grass. Dissntisfaction
among the men is on the increase and Hedspeth comes in for much
ariticism despite his previous expericnce on the pldins. The men are
anxious to travel faster than would be consistent with the safety of their
animals. Those with mule teams chafe under the slow progress de-
manded by the ox-teams.

I escaped from the dlspule nnd took refuge some distance from the
camp and spent the time in reading and meditation. Mine iniquities are
great and my feet had well nigh slipped but Thou sustained me.

Wakened by a violent thunderstorm. The wind blew a gale and the
lightning was incessant and the thunder rolled in deafening penls: rain

-raingled with hail rendered the prospect of travel unpleasant and we re
. mnined ‘in enmp, which brought the dissatisfaction to a head and after
“more or less angry .argument it was declded to divide the Company, as

the split seemed irreconcilable. Separation scemed to be the only solu-
tion nnd without it peace and friendshlp are impossible. We commenced
here the use of “bois de vache” or buffalo chips, wood being searce, These
chips are abundant now and make o very intense fire, serving our purpose
quite well,
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The difflculty in .securing grazing sufficient for so large a Company's
need, together with the friction ddeveloped by bringing uncongenial
people Into such close companionship, rendera the hrenk-up into smaller
parties a sensibie course. The try-out of unsensonnble travellers scems
now to be at an end,

< As Alexander nnd I could not travel with elther divislon without
offending our frlends in both divisions we passed out from the Company
at 9 A, M,, with our own wngons. Puarting with those with whom we had
iravelled the past three weeks reminded me of the sadness with which [
parted ‘with my friemds at Independence. We nude good headway nnd
hept on untll night when we eamped alone with one mule wagon be-

‘longlng to the Ploneer traln, Wo thought wo had mude thicty miles

today, but more likely It wos twenty, A terrlfie thunderstorm enme up
after dark and continued ull night,—tho severest storm we have thud
fur experienced, Splliting up of compantes uppurently had taken place
among other trulns for wo passed numerous smull parties, some no largo:
thon ours,

We rose enrly and were soon on our way, the ronds were very bl
ond heavy pulling. At noon we came in sight of Jones' Compuny’s camp
in the afternoon we avertook them and we travelled on together untit
1ilght, when we all went into cunp at sunset, Talked Juie into the nlghi
and renewed: old tles.

Qui travel today was along the Ploite, n wideturbid, awiit stream.
As we advanced the blufls beenme more and more rugged and the soll
niore sandy. Our route ran in close to the river. The duy was cool and
pleasant,

We wers fortunate enough to secure several! deer which were brought
into camp nnd divided umong all, Something of n plensant varlution io
thus add to our dlet this venlson,

The distance today was, probably, 20 mlies,

_Roée béfore sunrise and after brenkfust took up our journey, travelling
siill along the Platte, when we camped at noon nt a spot bordering on the
river. The wind was high and from the southeast,

Rose at our usual time and In the forecnoon had our first sight of
buffalo. Great excitement prevailed in the camp. Everyone wanted to go

.out and shoot some; 50 cvery horse and mule was requisitioned; powder

and shot distributed among the men who were chosen as huniers. The
train was delayed until they could bring the meat and cook it. The herd
pumbered some fifty -or sixty head. As they advanced the hunters
opened fire and several animals fell to the ground and were soon
despatched. The rest took to flight with the hunters after them until we

‘hiad killed more than our immediate needs required. In the butchering

process the hide was quickly stripped off and preserved for future use;
choice cuts and steaks were hurriedly placed on the fire and in our im-
patience to begin the fesst were frequently snntched away before tnor-
oughly cooked. Cooking and eating was the order of the .day and all
were, in high good humor. Portions were saved agninst future nced and
we relucinntly started forward, teavelling until we had made some eigh-
teen miles when we camped for the day, The wind today was high and
from the south.

_ The day wns clear and the wind still high and southerly. Wood and
water and grass being secarce, ylelding to the Captain's opinion we trav-
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elled on all day until night. Saw several gnngs of buffalo moving toward
the river but did not molest them,

We skirted the South Fork of the Platte, the valley becoming nar-
rower, the ridges and bluffs smaller and more undulating than on the
Main Platte. Tonight is clear, cold and dry and I shall sleep on the
ground wrapped in blankets, Not ot all satisfled with spending the day
in travel, but felt it Imperative to do s0. _

The wind still continues high and the sky elear. Our course is bend-
ing toward the river, the soil is sandy and vegetation is scarce and sparse
uear the highlands. In the sloughs it is rank and luxuriant, as also near
the river. We crossed the South Fork at a ford where the depth ranged

from six inches to three feet and the river a mile wide. The current was -

swilt, the water muddy and the bottom sandy. But we effected the cross-
Ing without difficulty and by 2 P. M. all the wngons were safely over.
We eamped on the eppusite bank for the remainder of the day and spen:
the time washing up and readjusting the effects in the wagons. The
wind contiriues still 1o be very high.

The day dawned cloudy but later the sky cleared off. We started a
little before sunrise and travelled up the valley of the South Fork until
uoon, when, bearing to the right, we crossed over a high undulating ridge
and thence to the North Fork, A severe storm overtoking us we en-
camped for the night. The couniry we passed through today was more
sterile ond vegetation was more sparse than any I have yet seen. We saw
severnl prairle. dog villnges and during the riocon halt I examined one,
This inoffensive little animal, resembling a fox-squirrel, brownish red in
color, feeds on roots and grass. 1n digging his burrow he casis up quite
a mound of dirt, conical in shape, in the top of which s the entrance. 1
probed down perpendicularly Into a burrow at least two feet when the
passnge scemed 1o slope away to a greater depth. It was both amusing
and interesting to watch their seniinels sound the alarm when I ap-
proached and scomper to thelr mounds and finally with much chatier-
Ing disnppear Into thelr burrows. Although sald to be good for food J

mnde no effort to kil one, finding it of grenter interest to note thelr”

curlous ways in the limited time at my disposal. :

I also found, steangely enough, black sand in the bluffs, Our noon
halt was 12 miles from the South Fork crossing. In the afternoon we
crossed over the North Fork and went into ¢camp, Wenther threntening
rs we made rendy for the nlght,

Last night the weather was squally and we were willing enough ta
remaln in eamp untll noon. It is now & month since I left home. 'What
changes may have occurred! One or more may have been stricken downl
Ignorance, like hope deferred, maketh the heart sick. In the afternoon
we caught up and started onm, travelling through the same character of
country as yesterdoy., The afternoon was clear and warm, but tonight
it is growing cool, Camped about sunset,

Started at sunrise and traveled steadily till the close of the day, and
then camped down on high ground. The roads were aliernately hard ond
sandy. Nothing of note occurred during the day, and we were glad to
pull into camp. i

. Started ngaln at sunrise and travelled until noon, when we nooned
on the river bank. Early this morning, while riding carelessly along the
roadside, my mule made an unexpected jump to one side and I was thrown
lo the ground, much to the amusement of the company until they dis-

Snlurﬂa?
June 23rd

" Sunday
June 24th

Monday
June 26th

Tuesday
June 20th

Wednesday
June 27th

v

Thursday
. Juna 28th

covered I was somewhat hurt by the fall. It was n narrow escape from
aerious injury, wonderfully attesting the mercy and goodness of God.

After four hours nooning we caught up ngaln and travelled forward
about a half mile and encamped for the night in a lovely spot in a
ravh;le. l\:rihere the water was pure and the surrounding hills shut us in’
on all sldes,

Spent the morning In camp, washing up, and reating~both of which
were much needed. In the afternoon we caught up and moved a short

"distance, pnssing through Ash Hollow, and comped again on the river

bank.

Made a very early start before sunrise this morning nnd kept on trav-
elling until 9 A, M, when we went into camp all day. Late In the evening
we made some flve or six miles and camped for the night. The musquitoes
were most troublesome to both animals and the men,

Rose early this morniug anil travelled on as we did yesterday until
9 A. M, to avoid the hent of the doy, and nooned until 4 P. M. The vegeta-
{ion Is sparse and the grass very poor; the soll arld and sandy making
travelllng heavy, The ridges, somo three or four miles from the river
were covered with pine-growth. The musquitoes are very iroublesome, as
indeed they have been for severul nights pnst and writing ia almost im-
possible.

Started agoin before sunrisc this morning. Our manner of travelling
the some as yesterday except that we continued on until 10 A, M., when we
nooned, We had todny our first view of Chimney Rock, Court House and
Laramie’s Peaks, the lnst appearing as n small white cloud rising over the
western horlzon. We travolled on until we were opposite the Court
House, where we encamped for the night, The evening hns turned
stormy, and there is much thunder ond llghtning.

We resumed our course nbout 7 A, M, and travelied untll noon, when
we camped about half a mile from Chimney Rock, which is a conical
shaped rock on which rests a column, snld to be over three hundred feet
high and which by a slight stretch of lmuglnation may be snid fo re-
semble n chimney. According to okl pluinsmen It could formerly be seen
as far away as Ash Creck. It Is, nssuredly, an interesting curlosity of
Nature, majestic in its solitude, overlooking the vast plains that sur-
round it.

We truvelled seven miles beyond it und camped for the night.

Court House Raock, or McFarlan's Castlo, rises in quadrangular form
threc hundred fect or more into the air, Like Chimney Rock it commands
a broad view of the country rounc.

Caught up early thls morning and travelled until § A, M, stopping
where the teall leaves tho river und ascends the bluffs.

Late in the sfternoon we sturted on again, and travelled through a val-
ley, or artificial busin, where funey had an opportunity to revel on food
of the daintiest kind, not often afforded even nlong this picturcsque route.
The bluffs on both sides took on the most fantastle shopes,—castles,
Lastlons, fortifieations and walled cities, and princely palaces. These
scenic deceptions were much helghtened in thelr effect by moonlight
which shone brilliantly on us as we passed along. The most prosaic
nmongst us were loth to hurry forward, This locality, where the bluflfs
crowd toward the river, is called Scott's Bluﬂ’?, from the fact that a
trapper of that name was deserted by his companions, who left bim with-
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out ammunition and supplies, in thelr eagerness to catch up with a party
nhead. Scott’s skeléton was found later nearly forty miles from where
he was deserted, he by some shift having made his way hither until death
relieved him of his sufferings. It was a relief to turn from thoughts of

_what misery he must have endured to contemplate the grand and impos-

ing spectacle of Nature which had reared this mimic city among the
solitudes of the desert. This varied enchanted basin offers inaccessible
homes for the mountain sheep, and as rumer says, for the grizzly hear as
well. We were content to meet this latter only in imagination, for in
such surroundings onc could conjure up fears emough over the mere
thought. p

We encamped for the night at 10 P, M.

Before dayllght we started on and, lenving this valley of enchant-
pient nscended the bluffs, Half way up we found a spring of deliclous
water, of which we drank most cagerly. Ascending a high hill we saw
from Its heights Laramie’s Peak grandly looming. up in the distance. Wa
nooned at the foot of o ridge and at 2 P. M. started on ngain travelling
until sunset when we reached and camped on the west side of Horse
Creek. As we pulled Into the plnce selected for our camp we started up
sume 21k, and some of us started out hunting. Before dark we were fortu-
unie enough ta secure not only several elk, but deer and antelope also, with
which we hurrled buck to eamp, and our supper became a banquet-feast.

We started at sunrise and travelled for elght or ten miles, when we
nooned on the North Fork of the Platte. In the afternoon we . mado
six or clght miles more and eamped at sunset, agnin on the banks of the
I'latte. Close at hand we found a fine sulphur spring, of a character io
remind me of the one nt home,

Remained In enmp ot the same pluco the greater part of the dny and
1 took ocension to. elimb the biufl's, whence I had a fine view of the
landseape, Toward evening we sturted and mode eight or ten mlles, with
a strong gale blowing which roised clouds of dust, rendering the day's
travel very disngreeable, although the ronds were remorkably fine. En-
route we passed a dismantled fort. It wus quite dark when we encamped
for the night, nnd we censed to look for water of which we had great

. need. The animals feel its loss quite as much as do the men.

Started on our wany this morning a little before sunrise over roads
remarkably firm and good. As the day advanced the weather becamo
very warm. We came to the banks of Larnmie's Fork and nooned, and
Inter, being In sight of the Fort we crossed the siream and after some
delay nt the Fort, we came out into the hills a few miles and camped.
The hills where we are now ure high and desolate looking, Cactus anbun-
dunt. The ronds today were very steep. The wind was high, making
{ravelling In stiling dust exceedingly unplensant, Fort Laramie is our

‘first sight of civilized dwellings since leaving the frontier, and the place

was more interesting to us than we were to the inhabitants, Sent lettera
home, '

Dear Mary:

I promised to write you again and now to fulllll my promise. You
have studied geography enough by this time to know where to find Plaite
Hiver that cmptles into the Missouri River. Awny above the forks of it
vou will see a small fork on the North Fork of the Platte ealled Larimies’
t‘orks, This is where I um now. In passing over the country from Inde-
pendence we have seen n long and extensive body of land without any
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trees but pleniy of grass with heautiful flowers (and rare plants) of all
colors, purple, orange, blue, white yellow and red. And then we have
seen, chated and killed buffaloes. You have In your geography a plcture
of them. It looks very much like what you see in reality. In passing
along the road we have come ncross the prairie dog. It Hves in a hole In
the ground with an owl and a rattlesnake. There is always qu'te a number
of them together. A weck or two ago I was walking along when 1 come
across one of their villages and I lald down on the ground to watch them.
After a little thev would come to the mouth of their holes and finding all
quiet they would commence barking and visiting ench other but as soon
as I would rise up they would dive into their holes us quick as a flash
vlmost. They are about the size of n large squirrel and when cooked
well they cat very well, tnsting Hke n squirrel or a rubbll. Then we
have seen ¢lk, bluck tulled deer, antelopes nnd a lorger rubbit thon we
have ot home, together with wolves, prairie ground squirrels, ete., efe.

1 would like to have n chanee of semdding vou some things that I could
have got and to send to your mother some of the preftiest flowers and
rurest plants that I have ever seen. You must be n good girl, obey your
parents, love grandpa and geandma  When T come boek I may bring you
something that you will like. You must not forget your
: Uncle Sam.

"Travelied todny over o hilly country, passing numerdus ravines and
liollows. Ten miles from the Fort we found n warm spring, and camped
for the nlght on a high ridge. In the hollows the ronds were gravelly
und full of pebbles; on the ridges hard and compnet.

Early this morning we descended Into the valley close to the Platte
and camped for the day on account of the xerlous sickness of one of our
party. The day has been worm.  Cactus and sage abound,

How the memory of the past is freshened by the recurrence of these
snileposts on the roud of Time, us some calls these festival dayn observed
by n whole nation. - Friends and relutions o well nx post events are re-
called to mind. The morning licing clear, orders were given o start.
Tlut we were reluctant to leave, No one stivved and we lnglly reclined
in the shiade of the wagons the greater part of the duy. Marching orders,
accordingly, were rescinded nnd the proposed celebration of the day was
postponed on account of -slekness, nnd 1 thus eseaped making a speech,
nu suggested.

After supper we removed the cattle 3 or 4 miles from enmp to better
grass, and finding good grass we guurded themn under trees nll night. The
night was truly beautiful and my thoughts were far away from present
scenes, thinking of those I loved and desiring their happiness. Yet ever
ond anon 1 was recalled to our surroundings and yielded to the spefl of
the vast and the profound stillness of the night, which was broken only
by the restlessness of the cattle and the low monning of the night wind

among the hills,

We started early and our course todny led us over a sandy and barren
country. We nooned by n ennon neur to where the Platte forees its way
through the mountains by a narrow cleft. The duy was warm and clenr,
and we eamped for the night at the foot of a ridge on the river.

Enrly this morning we were agaln upon our way and followed a route
that led us along o high ridge. We here first saw the distant peaks of
the Rocky Mountnins. The road was compuct and hord. Toward even-
ing we descended the hill and comped on the banks of a small strenm,
but we found no grass for the stock, although wood wns abundant. The

weather has been clear and cool.
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Resuming our Journey this morning we soon entered a desolate region,
apparently voleanlc in charncter, where the scenery was fruly picturesque,
Disrupted and torn starta of rock, of voleanie origin, frowned on us from
one ridge whilst on another ridge the rock lay in regular order in closest
nelghborhood. Conleal hills 20 to 60 feet in height, composed of masses
of rock, thrown togther as it were at random, added greatly to the scenle
effect. In n basin, or erater, we found pinks of a delicate purple color,
whick gave a pleasing touch to the otherwise rugged landscape. -

In the afternocon we rouged along a ridge of rocks, set on edge as it

were, In upright stratn of different colors, harmonizing very beautifully.

Caught up early and travelled a few miles over a hilly and broken
country, desolate in character, and camped on a small stream 6 miles
from the Platte. Being on the night guard I was sent out two miles from
the wagons to wnteh the caitle and so was enabled to spend the day
better than I have for some time pnst, but, alas, how differently from
what I should.

Resumed our course nt sunrise and made about 13 miles when we
nooned on the banks of a flne stream, Our travel today was over a
rolling country, much less broken than that traversed for several days

past.

i:an_lping at 10 P. M. on the banks of the Platte.

Travelled some considerable distance iodny over a country less -

broken than any we have passed through for some time past, and eamped

about sunset. On our left we had a range of mountains and the swift -

stream rushed along with petulont murmur,
We passed through several ravines during the day where the descent
was steep, and very rough, where we had to exercise great care to pre-

vent the wagons from overturning. These had and difficult places con. -

stituted the only events of the day, and gave a foretaste of what we ‘have
atill to encounter. But none of the pariy but feel confldent as to the

final issue,

We remained in camp nearly all day on the banks of the Platte,
-where the grass was good, in order to recuperate our stock, The rest
cnnbled us to try our luck fishing and hunting, with the result tha?
we had some fine fish and wild geese for supper, a most welcome addi-

tion to our dict,

We started agnin at 8:00 A. M. and travelled for 8 or six miles when
we reached the Mormon:Ferry and, after some delay in arranging our
effects, we were ferried -over. The Mormons in charge were accomo-
dating and willing to favor us in all ways, contrary to the reports we
hnd heard concerning their suspiclous and churlish character.

During the hour we stopped to get ready a disngreement between
our driver and Alex and me forced us 'to discharge him and I took the
reins myself. White the wagon was being ferrled over the river I swam
the mules to the other side, hitched up and drove off. - Our course of
travel then led us over the Lluffs and through the sand for some eight or
ten miles, where the hauling proved very henvy. A little after dark we
camped on the ridge two miles from the river, which I think we will
leave at this polnt. Unhitched and after a light supper was glad to get
to bed; the dny’s strain having made me feel very tired. There was 8
pleasant breeze all day, greatly allevinting the d!scomfort of the heavy
yulling through the sand.

In the afternoon we crossed the stream and ascended the ridge,
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July 13
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Sabbath .
July 15th
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July 16th
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July 17th
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July 18th

Thufl‘a;iy '
July 19th .

1.

Wakened at daylight and gntherod u

J p my mules preparatory to stort.
ing on, when I.learned that 3t was the intentlon of the party to remaln
in camp untl] afternoon. But we started at 10 A, M, and on our way we
pn:;ed by a lnke of minernl watep (nlkall) and camped for the night
;‘vil:: 33:;‘\:;0& or wa;er. pr?vlng tho unwisdom of the morning’s delny.

aversed was. dr g

b e it ¥r—very arid, but the weather was cool and

Started early this morning on our way, and passed into n region that
truly was desolate indeed, nothing but wild sage. Saw many Indications
of extinct volcanoes. Camped nt last at the well known Willow Spring,

-the water of which was pure and cold, '

i Here were burled many Mormons who died while crossing the plains
in-'48, whose graves we took occasion to visit, though but faintly to be
aten. In driving our stock about two miles from camp I hed a fine view—
truly most mugniflcent—of the mountoins, with thelr high peaks towering
townrd heaven.

Starfing early we travelled until noon travelling over ridges and
through ravines, and finding water and grass good, halted on the banks
of a small creek. In the afiernoon wo went a little distonce and camped
fm‘ the night on the same creek. My thoughts during the day, and espec-
ially this evening, have dwelt much on home and God. “My meditations
of Him and His mercy have been sweet”

‘We had travelled but a short distance this morning when w;z reached
the Sweetwater where we camped down for the night.

] We started on this morning ut 7 A. M. and following up the Sweet-
water over a very sandy road, nooned nt Independence Rock, a solid and
isolated granite mass nbout three hundred yords from the Sweetwater,
covering an area of severnl acres and rising into the air perhaps two
hundred feet. On 1t were written or carved the names of many immi-
grants desirous of notorlety, But rellecting on our Innate desire for im-
mertality T asked mysolf whether this was nll vanity unmixed with nn une
consclous craving after perpetulty on the part of the writers., The Rock
owes Iis nnme, it s sald, to the fuct that n party of trappers umder the
leadership of one Thorp once spent the Fourth of July at this ploce, We
found the grass to be very poor and scant, and a number of dead oxen,
lying all around, lost by partles ahend of us, who had overtnxed their
tenms, We may beat others out in the Inst stnges of the journey, as our
stock Is'in fair condition. The Swectwater secems to be about 300 feet
wide at this point, and we camped for the nlght on its banks.

_ Started early this morning and cume 1o the Dovil's Gate, & cleft in
the mountains, where the water forclog its wny through & narrow poa.-
snge, dnshes and rushes with founy spray over the rocky barrlers. We
nooned a mile beyond on the Sweetwater. In the afternoon we left
Jones' Compuny and, with seven wagons, passed on nhend for fen miles
and comped. Agnin found partlng with these new found friends and
ncquaintonces a bitter portion, for they hnd been plensant travelling com-
panions, But the grazing is not suflicient te accommodnte tho- cattle of
our joint companies, so we separated amleably, )

Started this morning about 7 A. M. und, travelling over a very sandy
“road, nooned on the banks of the Sweetwnier, along which we had been
«.coursing. Saw todny the white peaks of some high mountain in the dis-
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tance. The country was arld and sandy, with the odious sage the only
vegetatlon. Thought much today of—e—and home,

Started this morning ot 6 o'clock; forded the river three times and
camped early, having made only 9 or 10 miles, Saw the 'Wind River Mts.
covered with snow in the distance, The hills here are covered with
rocks, in the flats nothing but sand. In the forenoon we encountered a
viclent storm, which delayed our progress,

Travelled for several hours over a desolale couniry,—the uplands
were dry and sandy, the lowlands covered with saleratus, the reglon
nlkaline. Passed by an ice spring close to the road and had a litile rain

“which hos left the evening cool and pleasant. We forded the Sweetwater
. twiece today, moking an easy crossing.

Intended remoining encnmped nll day but late in the day concluded
it better to move on a few miles, which we did. stopping for the night
at 3 P. M., on n small stresm. The day was cool and this evening it Is un-
pleasantly cool. Let my meditations of Thee be evermore my food,

The country traversed todny was high but the roads were good and
firm. The day was cool and cloudy and we nooned on the banks of the
Sweetwater, which we forded for the last time. Saw patches of snow
nod dce here and there by the rondside. We ascended gradually until
we . nearcd the culminating point, and camped on the Sweetwater, two
‘miles to the right of the road. ‘The cvening was cold and yet we were
somewhat annoyed with musquitoes.

There was ice and frost this morning and we spent the day in camp
resting up. The ice was a quarter of an inch thick. We are encamped In
a benutiful valley, a lovely sheltered place, which has been a good pro-
tection from the strong wind., The grass iz exceptlonally good, the water
pure and abundant. On all sides of us the rocks are bare and naked
ledges lift themselves high into the olr; a silvery strenmlet winds its

werpentine path at our feet, while In the distance, towering over all the’

landscape are the ever-nbiding snows on the mountains, making a veritable
vision of beauty. Wrote a dear friend and enclosed a flower from yonder
summit, which I climbed and where I had a fine view. “May happiness
he thine.” 1 also have written my Mother, telling her how much the
delights of the previous winter had been enjoyed, the memories of ‘which
pleasontly remain. But tonight I am wenry and sad, wondering what
changes may have come to them, or what sorrow will be revealed when

we hear ngein from home,

We_sturted ot 6 A. M. from the banks of the Iast stream we shall
nieet which flows into the Atlantle waters, the Sweetwater, and ‘struck
the road just after it commences the descent, which is gradual. The
waters no longer will flow in the dlrection of home though my thoughts
will always travel thither. 1 have felt meloncholy all day, perhaps as a
tesult of crossing the Divide, Three miles from Soufh Pass we came to
Paciflc Springs, and thence to the Little Sandy, a distance of 18 miles.
We passed over sn undulating country and sandy roads. The wind
being high we travelled in clouds of dust. Close to our right were snowy
mountains as well as far off in the distance. To the left of us also, as
far the eye could reach, was the same sublime vision of grandeur. I
was unwell today and much depressed in spirit. Can I not forget those
from whom I am parted? - Yet would I if I could? The crossing of this
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divide seems to mark definitely the point of de arture and fo nccentunt
the fact of our having left home behind us. : ! o

We started at 5:00 A. M, this morning and travelled over the same
kind of country ns yesterdny till we renched the Blg Sandy, a distance of
clght or nlne miles, and camped for the day on its banks, We sent our
stock several miles from camp under guard for gross preparatory to
striking across the desert to Green River. Before camping we caught up
with Courtney's traln, and travelled with it, aking n very plensant
variation in the monotony of the journey. Today was very warm.

We. remnined in camp at the same plice where we had spent the
night until 4 P. M., when the stock was brought in and we started across
the descert. It was very windy and the ronds were extremely dusty.
vendering travelling most unplensant for unimals ns well as men. Wo
travelled all night over the desert without stopping to rest untll noon

today, when we reached Green River and encamped, making about forty
miles this stretch, By using Sublette's Cutoff we have saved two days'
travelling. The ronds lost night led us over a level country, but this
morning they wound around over sivep uscents and down into deep
ravines. It was intolerably dusty mnd the wind drove the dust into our
faces with blinding force, almost stifling us as welk The duy being warm
the mules nnd oxen were budly fatigued. Friday night wns a beautiful
;ﬂishf;l and while driving I found it easy to center my thoughts on home and
riends,

We remained in camp until noon when we caught up and forded the
ureen Rlver, a beautiful strenm, which emptles Into the Celorade River,
Pardon my neglect of Thee, Q0 God, nnd look upon me with favor.,

Travelled 9 miles today when we come to Fontanelle’s Fork, n small
lrlbutn_ry of the Green River, where we camped. The ronds were hilly
and very dusty and the animals show the effcets of the Journey.

Started early and made what we thought was a good day's travel,—
some 14 miles,—over steep mountain roads and nooned in a small valley
near to £ soda spring, whose water was cold and pure. I then passed on
in company with one wagon some 5 or 6 miles and camped. The roads

-were dusty and rough. We pnssed over two steep mountains and the

wagons were often in danger of upsetting. I wns thrown out but was
mercifully prescrved from harm., We passed several springs of water,
cold as ice and pure as crystal, which tempted us to stop and rest. Close
1o the road we saw smnll prtches of snow.

Started carly this morning and travelled over a hilly country and
camped for the day on Ham's Fork, where the grass and water were good
and abundant. Close to our camp was that a French trader with his
two squaws. In the afternoon I puid them a visit and was invited to take
supper with them. I accepted, notwithstanding their dirty appearance,
and they gave me much information ns to the roads nhead. The squaws
cooked supper and set before us a mixture of grouse and squirrel, the
Jatter having the appearance of a rat. The mess was not very clean but
I managed to eat some of it und thus gave no offense to their hospitality.

The day was clear and pleasant. :

. Soon after starting this morning we left the valley and ascended a
high steep mountain. After passing several similar mountains, we mounted





