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T AN OVERLAND TRIP TO THE CALIFORNJA GOLD FIELDS.
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E;v','ff ,/ Perscnal Experiences of, a Forty Niner. =
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2% “ : In the spﬂ.ng of '49.,\30% Jona.than and myselr decmod to go to
M i the Californis gold flelds. DR e
R : ' Ny
v & ; <, | We got & wagon and provisicne and put them en a ste&mbost a.t Attioa

. ‘1 on the Wabash ‘and 'ent to St. Louls. There I met an old friend nufus
/Tcet, who lived 4in s'a. Louls a;’i hs aaid hs had madso up'*a ccmpany and

\%"” %au"ed us to join him. This e did end ‘bought. four zmlm u.nd karness .
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!-; St. Louls. We, with the balance _of the company, took atem"bb:.t %o .
P
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gl Vo left st. .}’ee sbout the tenth of Mey, going ¢ 28 the plains
lf ip \.}::e north sids of Plat.te piver. The first aettlcment we ea.:»e t.o wae
.ubedeaux tradlng 1:063, two hzmdred*miles up the Plcf.ta. A Frenuman

had mmied an Indim aqu....w ana had a lot ot‘ uttle hzlt-breed India.ns

_t. bl:,cksmith chop conetitnted ‘the tom. . Trcdera vould cbmo in end get

orses shod ‘amd Indiane would get arrows sharpened.v '-a“'-'zr"‘ ;
. %"o rouxxl the covered »wagon na too heavily loa.d;d ror tﬁe mules,

ﬁg"n. ! Tharp were six in the oompany now. - Jsok Penum had f.wo

‘.._‘.,1_. el m,,_-‘é..._ Flea
e

Zi 105; ‘Loot hnd two good mulea. i a Ume.lvany ‘had one good pgﬂny whioh ho

o .
'4-; o w' packed tks m:.,,sumd threr e.u.y what ve ooum not. pac]t cnd left

KL
R ._ c -:,r . = '1'.'-. e > e -
b ‘ .fohh, Jonathan and I had four mules, three packed and one to.ride
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We traveled about thirty-three and a third miles a day, two hundred
miles & week and rested on Sunday.

The stock lived on grass as we had no feed for them.

The next station we came to was Fort Laramie, It was five hundred
miles from Rubedeaux and there wes & bunch of soldiers there. e

While we had cur wegon thsre was a bunch of soldiers traveling

along near us, One rode up to our wagon and offered four dollars for

‘s pint of whiskey. Thers was no house or anything to be seen except
‘the oaravan tefore and behind us, but we traveled faster than the wagons

and soon got near the front of the emlgration.
The next place was Fort Goodyear. There was nothing there except
a tent and Indlan tents around. Goodyear was a treder who had married

| an Indien woman. Fe crossed the South Platte and still went up the

south side of North Platte. We ¢rosesd over ln wagon boxes made tight
and swam the animals,

Then we went up Sweet Water end saw what is called Devil's Gate,
where the Sweet Water came thru & deep canon and is quite a fall.
After traveling a while, we came.to the Rocky Kountaine whore is Inde-
pendence Rc;ck, with‘many thousands of names put on the rock, oither
chiseled or put on with paint. We put ours on with paint. We crossed
the Rooky Mtn. &t South Pass, six thousand feet above sea level.

We came to Green river where we swam the mules, It was very full
end ren 111;9 e stresk of day‘light. One mule nearly drowned. - Thsre

were lots of people croseing, and by helping we got to crose over in





