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ly Bear Wife: You see by the date of this letter where I am bud you cannoh realize
any more aboub this place than I did when pemning the lebters of Henry “Teld, In the
first place I will tell you that I left St, Touis, on the 27th cf fpril in the
Steamboat Robert Campbell for the Bluffs and for the fourteen days nast I have been
on booré of said boab, contending with the current of this BRiver -~ ind such a current
and sguch a river is novhere else to be found on thiz globe and I an rrebty sure the

like will not be fourd on'any obther, To tolk of the Hssowri river is tire wested,

T have read and heard of it from many pens and mpany mouths, ond _-]'Gu have Imown nothingz
of the greatness =~ power - and najesty of sgid river., T have been on her bosoz only
fourteen days when zhe has been nerely rlaying her lulloby prants, Bub such pranks es
they are, yet they are well calculated to ave the nind and subdue the spirit of man,
“hile ascending the great streaznm we encourntbered masses of floating timber estbending

ag fer os the eye ceu"cz re...c?', and washing forvard to its borne with an Impebuosiiy
which was truly "pUul.Ilb. The losting masses of tinmber consisted of everyshing which
-eongbitubes foresvs choge. Wash uregl. of glant size, Toots & log nixed indi; cri..inauelJ
. with brush ond ordinary flood wooed,. These Floating nasses’ a;-:e evidehce a3 faras
posaible, yeob our paddle vheels ore oi‘ten badly fractured by coming in conbfach With
20me :Lnt-*L sive log, which was uwillli ing to yield the right of floabing where his
Jagter iscourd, had plecsed to sem hin, But vhat is now transpiring is ra*m.nu to
hat 1 trenspires when :.'ku pubg en his {ull grmor for the nighty ;o-r‘._.y. Then the -
- speetatior may behold thcuzands :of zeres of the nost beaudifvl and feriile land, &
covered with a forest _bre densu arr'c’ of & grovth the most gigantic whelmed in aecmaon
end ubter rrin in 8 vew days. Dut I have- ..old you, and fruly too, that descripiion

ig torme, & insipid and although I would 1liko 4o have you view and contemplate scenes of
such grand and imposing character, yet I an well aware that the pen can never being
then with vividnese to the mind, But I will not dwell upon the JO'LL ney, or the
Yaddened, fosming and boiling ligsouri, It is a mighdy river, and Is in the heart

of a ..lt"}"'bj Empire, and ite shores will scon be tee‘n_ng with a dense population, and

-1 %ope by norsl & 3 Inbellectusl worky 3§ will be £it ‘snd worthy to be ihs cvewwants, . -
The country hore is sublimely beautiful, =n?t it would do my heard raoa £o have you see &
rea ize gz 1 have seon ard felt this da_,_. The valley of the ! 1ssu':ri here, is six

or cight oiles wide and you can see how it looks here by imarining & vast amphitheatre,
gurroundod by ecually vast prozonobory forméd in a seni cirele., The plan of this
amphitheatre is as level ahd beautiful ss Sqguew Prairie, and nore fertile if nossible,
and in 20 veara from this iire some noint in this amphithesire w21l be ccoupied bj’

a lerpge azi Pourizhing city, Such Iis ny praiction, I arrived bave jIE.,.JE“Clg..j, the
11th of ay, and relieved the anxiety of 1y co..m:nc;..., e had beceme Sired o

poying 53.00 a bushel Zor corm and ovher things in proporfion. " Ye zre all here in
£ine boulth end spirits, ané interd hauling oub for the plains on the 15%h end Shen
adiev ¢ eivilization, Zre this reeches you, your hisband will be far a‘ /2y on the
plaine towards the .;eﬁf.i:’vg S, I have crdered the Edificr of the 5%, Josevh paper

to formord three more covnles of his paper to you, that you might 1earn ‘E: rough its

Ve,
columns of the departure of the last trains of T“L;Lg,Tants. Fhile in S5t. Joseph it
snoved 2 Inches decp on the deck of the steanboat in the night, and sbovt an hour
before light in the morming il commenced to raihing, ond the snow lefit as uncerenonicusly
as it came, There has been 2 vast deal of suffering smeng the emlgranss that carme on
carly, = many - vory many have died, ond nony will not be able %o ;:roceed on thelir
way end must roturn, for the wamt of the necessary heans, I% has resulsed oore
disastercus to Lhose who ceme on here early than I hed anticliabed, although I prediched
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Tort Larramie, June 9th 1850

Uy Dear 'ifes= By the date of this letier, you discover where your Imeband was on
the 9th of Jme, I anm now while writing nearly as far west of Cgle Counby Illinois,
as Ogle County Illinois is west of Hew York City. I wrote to you from the Bluffs
in the nmidst of confusion and counld scarcely collech my thoughts to write a sentence.
The changing scenes through which we all are passing has a tendenecy to distract azé
issipate nind so that it cannot be brought to bear with intensity on any one subject,
I still feel the embarrassment and an fearful that I camnot bring to rind while
writing in heste all that I intend to tell you, %hat I write you rust be for you
all,~-anrd Brother Robert must consider it as ruech his letter as though I hed directed
it fto hin, The truth is, my time is wholly occupied from one end of the week to the
other g0 that I have no time to write, no time to read - ard scarcely any time to
rest - and yet I never enjoyed &2 journey better or felt mcre in a £it mood to triumch
over all difficulties than at the present time, e crossed the HMissouri on the 16th
whore thousands were clamoring for-a ypreference and where excitement ran high,
Details cammot be entered into, Suffice it to say that acres of ground were covered
with 1iving rasses of human beings who were anxiously, and clamorously weiting to
ecross the nad stream which here forms the boundary line between civilization and
‘ barbarisn, e crosded and commenced wending cur way wesbiard ‘over high rolling ,
©* prairies such as T hed never seen before, =1t was not Like T1linofs prairie muﬁough
I camnot deceribe mimtely the differcnce. Te entered the valley of the Flatte River
on the 17th after cfossing the Elkhorn River and there opcned to vicw before us one
of the finest apoearing valleys in :.he wicrld, I have thought and felt a thouisand
times vhile passing up ihis valley that it was well worth a2 six month trin to see ii,
T rmust hit uzor & flgul"e so that you and- Rooert way see the Platie River er though
you were loo}:r.ng at it in o mirror, Here it is, (Say ‘as the prairie on which . .
Belvideve is situated which is 4 miles by 3.in extent'. and -perfectly level.)" Flace
four to eizht square prairies abreast and then add on just such prairies 111 the
line is as lcng as the distance hetween Chicago to Buffalo, with a river runing
generally in the center, and you have the Flattie ‘Eralley, which surpasses g11 the
volleys which I have ever seen or ever expect to see in beauty or loveliness, It is
aa wide in some places for a hundred miles together as from our place in Pleasant
Valley to-Belvidere and as level gs .a well Juid out garden ‘ved, - There are, it is
true, some little depressions, ard elevations, and the pen cannob c'!e\_c'r'ibe it in .
211 its aspects, Iis course is due west and as straight as though it was (zesa.gned
byrprovidence for the great thoroughfare of the nation,

e have followed this valley 532 miles and have scarcely found a place where
the least rrading would be required for a reilroad ftrack, Beaubtiful~streams enpiy
into the Flatte from the na“th which flow over a bed of sant anc can be forded
with all ease and safely. Vou nave heard of Chirmmey Rock and Scotts Bluff, e
trovelled in sight of these blufis three days in approaching and receding from trhenm.
The Platte is not a deep stream, bubt varies from a half g mile to a nile & a gunarter
wide, In faet it appears larger two hundred niles up than it does where it emphies
into the !Hsscuri,

The nitre arnd alkall of this wvalley is= astonishing, It exterds over a spacs
and doim this valley for hundreds of niles, There ls cenough alkeli :md nitre
ite valley, could it be properly:saved end curified from foreign natter, to serve



June 23d. 6 niles west of Independence Rock,
in the valley of the Sweetwater vhere we
have been encamped since Friday the 19th.

3y dear wife:- You can forn but little idea of the surrounding objects with which

I am encompassed. I will here state to you thalt I am here commencing this letter to

forward to you from the South Pass which is one lundred miles South-west of us. Since

I wrote you from the Fort (Laranie) I have been cuite unwell, having been reduced
conewhat by the worst type of Bluddy Tlux, Butb through the kmdnesq of en all pre-

vailing and merciful Providence I am now in the best of health, e left the Fort

on tho morning of the 13th and made our passage through the Black Hille, and found the

read the best thellrorld can vroduce, it being better in the main than the best feidam

Road, Ilow this assertion is quglified and I wish you to understand it by this ex~

planetion, The country as we approached the Black Hills is roupgh and rather nmore

broken then the towmshir of Brecksville, Ohio, énd you will of course understand that

we have had %o rise high hills and- der'cend into deep valleys or rether ravines, and

this process has been continuous day efter day, and each night finding ourcelves at

a greayer altitude, ’‘thile passing tnrough tnega hills the air was cold and braeing,

2o fuch so. that we could walk after our teams with overcoats and mittens on. The

light of the sun in-thése elevated vositicys 1s a pale and silvery color and .the .

clouds’ thin end-airy having neither the density or substartial form of the clouds

in the law lands, lHow as to-the road, let me sey that with the exceptSon of the " - =

pagegge through gorges in the mo-untains, where the =and sometimes prevails it was

beat as hard and smooth as a rock, So thzl the steel cask or pick awe could meke no

impression on it as it would oo & well seasoned white dak Jog, The ease therefore,
w.th vwhich the thousards of wagons roll over these roads can be easily inngirned. Te

urmreT ted up through these hills 311 we arcain energed into the valley of vhat may

be called the upper waters of the Plaq..e, after passing ¥ost beds of the finest plaster

in the world.  On the morning of the 1lth-of June, we arcse end found that the mouniain

tops and even their sides were covered with snow, It looked quite pilclurcsque I can

assure you, and made ues feel that we ?:e“e neithor in the MMissouri or Rock River walley,

hen we had arrived within 28 miles of the Salt Lele ferry we found that some emigranis ha

etarted a new forry and being in advance of our train I had our company's wagons

entered and we designed erossing the neit day =znd encamped within a shert di stnnce in

order to be ~n hand when our turn cese as noted on the Registery, But while tius -

.mit:mg we had to w tness the most vainful sights thet T ever sav or ever wish o see

in %his life. ‘he first was as follows, . X compeny of fifteen or 20 men were swirming

¢ lot of about 20 head of oxen acress sbove us and some of these men having been in

the water for several hours up to their armmits were unfit for owinming, yet in this

condition, two of then attemplied %o swin across a siream called Deer Cree.., which

lay between us and thexm, One of the =zen svan it eazily enougnh tub the oither, ore he

had passed one third of the distance cried oub for help but his companion dare not

return to him es he had no strength to srare and if he had he Ikmew the peril of the

undertaking and pushed for shore as fast ss possible, The hundreds on the shore kept

os siill as possihle, save the enccura"ing words "3win Slow and you will be safe,”

2ub the strength of the men was gone and down he wonb, and in an instant a score or core

of coats were off for the hazerdous plunge o the rescue, but the cry was "the ran

that ventures will be lost! tut regardless of all caulion one young fellow exclained

"I have no wife er children to oiss ry loss® and sprang forward and made the plunge

and having errived at the spot, the drovning nen again cume to the surface ard instantly

seized ;khe adventurous youth by the hair of the head end dragged hinm under and as was

supposed forever, Bub, although he had no wife or child yet he had a friend erd that



very high from the plain below yeb when you are on ifts top pu find that you are st

a giddy height, It 1s 2lmosh covered by the nanmes of thousande who annear Ho seek

no other immortality than that of recording their nemes here on this immense rock

in letiters as lerge as those on a common Groeery Sigh, I am now on my seventh poge

end I will drop my yoarn until I have placed a little greater distance boiween mysclf
and those I bold most'dear in life, By the woy the sced that I spoke of in nmy legh
letter was lost while struggling for life in the River at the Ferry at Laramie,

It was indeed a loss, bubt not so bad as I expected it would be, Kiss my dear children
for me and essure them that they all shall be remenbered with fine presents if their
father ever lives to reach home, I have picked up some mountain specimens for Tarcells.

June 2/th, This day we resumed our journey at an early hour, Our sick man being able
to sustain the mobtion of the wagon, ¥e farly got into the velley of the Sweetwater

2,

River sbost noon., The width of this valley is zbout & or 10 milos and the noumiein
tops on either side are covered with enow glihough the hest in ihis valley, some
poruvions of thé Boy was ouite oppressive, I aiicrpted the pessape of "Devils Cote®
bub did not succeed, it being a terrible pessage way, where the Sweet Tater River
breaks Zta way through solid pranite rock and leaves £0lid walls of granite as hish
23 two of the highest Chicago church spires by placing cne sbowe the other, I fairly
trembled as I looked up to this immense height =nd finding that the fires two hundred
feel was perpendiculer and that. the nexd two hundred feet wes hanging, or rather.
leaning directly over my heed, It is one of the most interesting sights that I have
seen but ny nerves vere hardly edequate to the task of its contemplation, Then we
entered the valley how strange the sight and irposing the epcearence. Two lines of
teans were in motion before us and each extended more than z nile and s far as the
eye could reach, preserted the appearance of one vast encampment, The whole valley is
swarning with 1ifo end cnimation, Of the thousands of horses here I scarcely find a
. Leem that looks bettor than ours, I have forgotten to tell yon that while at the
Ferry Harding and myself took a stroll irto the nountains, Te travelled ahout five
niles znd axcended a high spur or peak end hzd one of the most eztensive views that
man ever wiinessed, I% seemed that we had in the circuit of vision at least ome
thousand miles but it is impossible to tell the distance as every thing here baffles
and confounds 21l preconceived opinions end idecas, DPubt the most glorious sicht of
&l¥ was the real Rocly mountain himself as he reaches his vest and ebernal promoentories
‘into the orth Vest, There he stood with clif? sbove cliff and rrozoeniory sbove
rronontory, in awful grondeur and being clothed in perpetucl snow looked procisely
like one vast thunder cloud when the sun has given it a gorgeous snd radient trapping,
Such & view and such g sight I will probebly never wiiness again, The distance,
Judging from facts which we have ascertained to a certainty, cemmot be less than wo
Inmdred, end maybe five hundred miles, I& is in curveying scenes like these thot
nokes us feel cur own nothingness and leads the =ind to a proper spwrociction that
Almichty Power which hes uprcared these eterral momunenbs of his pover and glory.

June 27th, This evening we intended %o ecamp in ithe South Pass but have falled to
reach there by a few miles bub I am now amid eternal snows and although we are encanped
on the head wabers of the Sweetwater River, on a pretty litile flet where the white &
red clover are blooning in a1l their native beeuby, yeb we can go & 1ittle beyond and’
get all the snow we want for cookihg, weshing or to nake ice crean if, indeed, vo
only had the other condiments, The cistance to the snow ig about ten rods from our
tent where I am writing, I intonded when I left Independence Rock %o give you as
perfect a picture of the valley es I could but I have hed cuite an 11l %ime which
broke the chain in my Journal which I have kept uwp to the 2%th, This velley, from
the Greal Rock to our present encampment is 91 miles and in the lower pert of it is
quite wide, varying from 6 = 8 & even 12 miles wide, Iiow you ruet not suppose that
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Creat Szlt Lake City, July 13ith

Hy Dear Viife:= You litile know the emotions of my heert, as I take my pen in hand
for the object of agein addressing you, I am here ia the Greet Velley, and find
that my time will not vermit re to wriftie all that I wish to inform you of. T mmsh

be brief, and tell you of all that I have wrote before, so that you will ¥mow whether
my letters have failed to reach you. I wrote you from Fort Laranie on the 12th of
June, or about thet time, snd also from the South Pzss on the 29th day of June by
Estes & Co, 's Express mail, covering 3 & 4 sheets, for the conveysnce of which to
the States I paid 50 cents, In this last leftter I informed you that we were all
well, and so we were — bul that evening Harding Patrick was talen sick, and very
sick, and he supposing that it was nothing but an ordinary cold, took some of the
Composition medicine which we have for colds. TIh rroved the worst thing that could
have been given, In the night I found that he was so bad thed something must be done,
end accordingly geve him six pille, These only produced slight effect, snd az morn=—
ing dawned I applied to & physician for counsel, e crdered Calomel, bud I could
not prevail uron hinm to give a sufficient quantily to meet the emergency of the case,
By this time we had learned what we had to contend with as it was evident that it
was a very severe abtack of the mountain fever, But a&s I feared, the doctor's
medicine produced very 1little effect and with what feeling you may judge, I discovered
that the chances of his recovery were fearfully dininished by this error of the
~Physieian, During this pericd we have been glving him as many fever powders as he
could bear and kept hin in a stupor. I urged the doctor to gilve him from 15 to 20
grains of Calomel s the case was beconming more critical every hour, But he refused,
I resolved the matter over in my nind for some time, and czne to the decided con-
viction, that nothing would save him if another and that a pover{ul doce of Calomel
would not, - I prepared the dose gnd gave it, &nd it was as lerge as I dere give, cnd
then enxiously awaited the result, It was something like 12 or 15 hours bhefore it operated,
go completely was his system under the influence of this burning mcuntain fever, It
produced the very effect that I was so anxiously desiring, as it had pervaded his
whole system end changed his harsh and wiry purse into a more colm and steady motion,
You may judge of my feelings when I discovered that &ll was not lost and that Caloxel
had in this case shown ite pobtency when g1l other remedies had failed. In two days
Harding hes been roduced from perfect health so thet he could neither stand or go

and looked like a mere shadow of his former gelf, He recovered quite slowly--bub

has now neerly gained his ususl strengbth, Harding had .just got able to walk aboub
the canp when Charles was taken in the same memmer, viz: violent pain in ihe head and
back = and great pressure of blood to the kead, In this case I did not wait for the
counsel of any phusician and acted upen my owm Imouledge of redicine, snd found that
with calomel in larpe deses I could manege the mountain fever as casily ass the comnmon
billious fever, ¥hile I had Charles and Earding on ny hand, Ir, 5icFarlan had ay
friend ¥m, Troop on hand to take care of. He was very =ick end the Dr, has hzd a
hard time of it in t2king care of him, I am of the opinion that had it not been for
the streng Prandy & Cayene pepper preparation that !Ts, Patrick furmished us I would
not have lived to pass through the Sueetwater Velley and the Calomel which I procured
in 5t, Louis I consider has been of equal service in Harding's case, Beiween faligue,
amxdety end a slight derangoment of my system, I have become es poor as a snale and
my legs have become like candle rods, mere skin and bones, but the head I beliecve is
ag cool as a cucumber and well rrepared mentelly to encounter the toil and dangers of
the weight hundfedcniles that lie direetly before us, Te have exchanged our gay and
noble horses for cxen and it wes hard parting with then. The stern law of nccessity
was the only reason for this gs Harding and myself haé resolved that they should be



I met say a word about wheat, For wheat, this clirmate beais every thing that I
have ever heard or dreamed of, From ome buchel sgowing they have raised as high as
one hundred and sixty-nine bushels, It was som in drills & covered / szcres, 50
bushels here is gbout a feir yield to the acre, You need not think there is any
gamnon gbout this, and you mey inform Robert that the wheat tells larger stories for
itself than the inhabltants. I never sew the like in sny country, It is like Egypt
in the soven plentiful years—the land yields by handfulls. Corn does not do well,
it being too frosty, Potatoes, Pees, Beets, Carrots, onlors, and vegetables generzlly
do wall, I heve seon great nelon vines bubk I think they will not asccomplish much
without something to shelter them from the cool night air, I have laid dovn my zen
for several mimutes to study cub the 1little et cetras abous which you ahd Robers wish
to make encviries, I cammot tell every thing although I could gratify vour curiosity
if I only knew what guestions yéu would wish 4c ask, T an uriting ¢t & tohle in

the eity and the greet veliey lays ocut like a level plain before me from 20 to 4G
miles wide and extending scmething like 4wo hundred miles from termimuc So termimue,
znd thousands upon thousands of cattle feeding upon the rich bottom lands belonping
tio the city. Every city lot here contains I & 4 of an acre and each men that moves
here may pay one dollar end a half for recording the same and then go on and build

a hore for his family with nothing more to pay save his tythe money, which is one
tenth of his earnmings, This goes -into the ireasury for chureh purposes as well as
for public works, The improvements made here in the 3 years the lormons have been
here is astonishing., The housce are built of unburned brick, called "doubies® and
are confortable and perbeel dwellings, They have five Llouring mills and saw mills
now in operation, =nd others going up. Their Jumber is chiefly sawed out of the

fur trees and Is not so good as pine, although it answers very well as & substitule,
Coal has been found in great abundance in the valley and I am informed that they ere
now maldng a railroad on which to trensport the same to tha city, Stone coal is now
$1 per bushel in the city and coal 50 cents, 3Salt is obitgined oub of the
lake In its native state and when ground is far superior to eny salt which we reccive
from tho east, It is guite vpossible -that we may be supplied in the Mssissippi
Valley with the article of salt from this lake, I an satisfied that for the next
20,000 years the Rocky rountains will furnish the world with Pob Ash end salaratus,
‘The walley of the Platte and Sweebwater can do it without half trying, GCod only kmows
the wealth that liee hidden in these mountains for the benefit, perkaps of coming
gencrations, which now zvpears fo the eye and mind as a great barren wasie upen the
earths surface~-ar in enother view as nore nomiments of hie glimighty power upon which
men may look and be lmmble, Bub I believe the mejority of those who are powuring

over and through these mouniain passes and deep gorges view thenm as the ox or ass
views then,

I heve jucst been out to the mountain side vhere the Yot Spring Bathing house is
located, but there was such a erowd to get into the hob bath that I could not wait
uy turn snd strolled along the mountain side until I reached the place where the
water came pouring out of the mounbain side hot and sparkling, The weter, in tasie,
when cool I should judge to be like the Sarotoga water, It is right terperature %o
wash dishes or clothes--not hot enough to scald--this is called the 7arm Springs-—
the next spring nbove is the Eot Spring end will ccald the bristles fronm e hog ox
cook egge. Edwin Horgsn & myself took a good wash in the Tarm Springs, and gaved
o guarters, The price for the bath being 25 cents 8 person, From a confortzble
seat beside this hot fountein I surveyed this great and singuler valley and mountain
renges, until ny yeart was full end my spirdit struggled to frace back in the chain of
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,that wag in tho wagan. The bzll grazed his body and tore his hand to pieces., This
is more particularly for brouher Robert., Butier is 38 cts. Bacon 50cts per 1b, IHlk
.10 cts- per guark, lumber 40§ per thousand fect, tea 25 %o 38 per” Ib, Subur 50 eis

. per lb, Dried peaches 7% per lb, Well my dear wife were there no GjGC to see this
letter but yours I would write another sheet over and tell you a 1little of liormonism
as it is here, but it is an ungrofiteble subject and I will defor the metter entirely,
It is herdly noon now and we haul cul for the last greal effort and we ¥now we have
trouble ghead although we are taking every meesure to guerd against the worst, I
believe we chall get through if God wills it-~otherwise we fail, Iy God bless you
my dear wife and those dear children of ours, TFrom your huchand,

» “abash, Nebraska,

Suporlnhendent
H’S.A”I‘S.



time, link by link threugh countless aies, which have been reguired to produce the
trenendous & mighty changes on this eerth's surface, I heve made mention already

of the extent of the wnlley bul have not mentioned that other valleys branch from
thif both north and south and I believe one to the wesh. 4 nonmbh would be I1ittle
encuth time in this velley to collect all the information necessary for my jJournel,
free from other duties, In this @istance to the wouth west of me lies Salt Lake,

2o highly cherged with salt that a men cammot drovm in it, FHe can only sink to his
arn pits by keeping sn upright positicn in the water, The TUnited States Ingineer
has jJust finished the survey of the chores of this léke & finds that it is 600 miles
in ecircumference and in this lake which serve as islands, are located as I on ine
forred seven mountzins which rise several thoussnds of feet from the surface of the
water, Thile here seated 2lone and wrapt in the contemplation of the nest, precent,
end fouture, the strong desire arocse in the mind that you cculd be by my side to enjoy
the scene thet I was then enjoving end feel the Geen inspiration thaet rested upon ay
soul, There wouid before me the River Jorden vrging its rure a2ndé beswvifvl weler
towards the leke ond the declining sun throwing ites golden light glititering and
sperkling from & thousand sncw capt peais presenied a picture beyond the wmeach of the
poets pen or peinterls pencil, It was here that ry hesrt wished %o trace the long
distance between us in spirit, and commme with your spirit——vut little thought that
strong hearts desire would be so soon granted in a manner so near the reality as it
has been, Last night I retired to rest after commitiing a1l I hold nost dear in life
to the safe keeping of that Ged inm vhon we 1ive and move and have our being and before
whem I hope we walk in purity of heart, snd slept in peace, and if ever nmortal gpirib
has been permitted to wing its way free from a living body I believe mine hag had the
privilege., I saw you and told you where I was and found you apperently happy and my
heart overflowed with grateful emoblions for this brief and hzpry interview, Bubt we
will czll it @ dream, although I feli. that my clay tenement was nearly twe thousand
miles from you in the fer Yest, at the iime of our meeting, By the recuest of
Harding and Charles & Limus Ilorgan, J here state that they are 211 now in good health,
although they all have been sick, and = hard place it is %o be sick while passing
over burning eendy plains or through mountain gorges, Te all lmow it for we heve
hed & grial of it, Judge T"heelock will please inform iFrs, ‘orgen that her husband
will not write until he reaches the mines, and Charles & He,.ding also have decided
‘not- to wribe from this place, - As I have given direction on the back of this letlcr
for you to open it, I would esteem it & great favor to have you forwerd it %o Irs,
Pairick as soon as possible and she will see that iy wife receives it at the eerliest .
possible moment, I dare not tell you of the fearful kavoc that the nountain fever
end Cholera has nmsde of the emipgrsnts, Iy heart bleeds when I think of the desolate
hearts and desolate.hores that this years enigration hes made, ¥e have the newe
thet at lecast two thousand kave died of Cholerz in the Flajte Valley and great nunbers
heve died of nountain fever and others by drowhing, the naked truth is the mum total
of mortality between the iHssouri River and the mines is truly arpaling--12 were
drowned abt the Ferry on Green River in one day--by counting the number that have been
dromming elone at the lmmdred differenmt crossing places, a2t ferries and fords, and

it presents a frightful account, Fo time for explanation, tut I suppose there has
teen more than the usual quantity of snow in the mountains and of course all the
rivers are higher in the region of country through which we have had to pass., My
friend Barret is two days ahead of us, I found hinm sick here of mountain fever, He
wes recovering and gob sble to ride and bas pessed along, He wes overjoyed to sec
ne, I took diviner at & privatie hcuse in towmn on Saturday end met ab the table Robert
Faterman of Genoa and Bishop of Belvidere, Bishop came neer losing his 1ife by the
carelessness of ine of his {ravelling compenions, It was by the discharge of a gun
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brought back to Cgle County if the thing were possible, So you see that Barding
and myself have had to exchange our horses which cost us §181 dollars for one yoke
of oxen., ¥e exchanged the horse which Haxding and I traded for with Robbe for gnother
yoke by putting one of llgrgan's horses with him, So we have one yokd of Cxen and a
half, and llorgan having traded for a ycoke cf oxen al the sane iire, he has a yoke
of oxen end a half, =o that we have three yoke of oxen and Charley,s &wo ronies,
The large horsee stood the journey well till within a few days pasi, when they failed
as 1t were, 211 at once, The truth of the natter is, the large horses walked fester
than the ponies, and of course had to perform more than thelr proportion of the
labor, The ponies are in rretiy good condéition row, OFf the deccription of the
country this side of the Pass, I will not be able to give you, till I reburn, or
you read my jourral, cnd even that is cuite neeger, as oy time has been so much
occupied in taking csro of the sick, thet I had neither iime or disposition to write
mech, Since their recovery, I have filled it up. from memory as well asg I can,
Should the malterials collectcd -n this journey justify it I wilil revise tke whole and
rublish it vhen I reach Hew York or Poston, Bul I an now surrounded by tco reny
dangers to leave re very sanguine in ever reaching either of those t=o points, It is
in vain that I should atte=pt %o deserilbe our journey fron the Pass to Creen River
and fron Green River to this place, Suffice it tc say thal we have vassed over -
mouwritains and mountain streans, up deep defiles where the light of day-was almost -
cxeluded by the vast and unlmowm height of Rocky eliffs’' that towered above us, Through
these dark defiles we wouid our way a&nd hour after hour our long lines nmoved on till
hours seemed like days while laboring to exerge fron these, spparently internminable
labyrinths & my deer wife it is amid such aocuntain passes and on the sides of such
Tecky cliffg that the Mountain Gost and ‘tuntain sheep securely dwell; on places where
not even the dering sea bird, would venturc to rest her fook, It was through one
of theze feerful pesses we rade our way tc reach Yebger River, and our blocd flowed
nore freely and we breathed more ezeily when we ‘emerged into an open space, where
we ¢ould enjoy:the free.dir gnd: fhe-full 1izhi of dey. TUp this river we then nade
cur way until we had aceerndsed o an elevatior that rlaced us very near on a level
with eternal snow, ané then followed up a 1ittle rivulet channel to the summit level
of this mountain, From this sunait we could view the mountein teops in every direction
clad in their usual haobit of white, Before ud lay a vast basin in the nowntains into
which we descended, and found one of the most besuiliful streams that I ever beheld,
In this basin were thoueands ofacres of the most beautifvl ceadew land and walered
by this mountain streanm, being vure and cold as the vest spring water. %Ve paesed
on throurh the basin and again began to ascerd 1113 we were 2s high up in the world
zs I ever wish %o be,, rroa tiis polnt we commenced cur cesceny inbo the valley of
the Greet Salt Lele and descerded about A000 fewet in 20 miles—-Soce tell us that it

0
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is 5000 feol, Be t iz as i% may, I would never wish Lo Zave your nerves =vi %o the
‘test in moking the passage through this Canncon vhich is called the Golden Gate to

the City, The mormons pronounce the word Cammon in the mountain "Fenyan® of the
mounbain, M"Allts well that ends well® and we are here shere there is an aiundance

of every thing, save tea, coffee, sugar, bacon, and dryed fruvil, Iorney iz almost

ee plemty o8 chips end I think cuite as= plenty as I have kmown'then in my wood yard
when I have been out of wood in harvest tisme, Five dollars a day is the cormon rrice
in the harvest field=-and five dollars a Tushel is the vrice for wheat, The clty is
beautifully laid oub, with wide streete &% right angles and is the best watered city
in the world as pure mountain water flows through elnost every street in the cily and
you can walk oub of vour house, cup ir hard and drink pure cold encw water out of that
wkich vould be a filthy gutter in any otiher cily upon earth., The waber flows with a
rapid cuvrrent over a bright gravelly bed, sparkling as it flows along,

L0)]



this valley looks that ¥ide ~ far from it. ¥here you would call it a mile wide it
would surely be as much as six and when you wourld think it two or three, rest ascured
a men wonld heve fo fravel half a day to get scross it, This perfect deceplion uron
owr orgens of vislon is produced by twc ceuses, The most prominent of shich iz the
high end Rocky promontories which line the north & south borders of thisz velley and
the lesser ceusge is the rarified & r or rather less dense air through which the 'rajs
of light passed from the objects to the optie nerve, But 3 you would like to know wha
kind of a river the Sweebwater is, Here you have ik, It is almost precisely such a
river a8 the Kalsmazoo in Michigan, as to zize and color of water but :meh more rarid.
This river is now full banls= occasioned by the melting of the snow that is now in
the moumtains., e have crossed this river six or seven times within the three days
past and the higher we have ascended the more water we have found. I have no roon for
explanation, ¥%hile I am speaking of this river I will glso tell you that for tvo days
past we have had the most splondid view of the Rocky mountaing north of “he pess and
viewed these vest rpromontories covered with pervetusl snow with reel »iezsure, Tho
velley for the lest fifty miles has been a perfect jem. \o“'hl‘,b will give you so
geod 21 idea of it as $o refer you to the Log Cabin Celebration of 1840. You remember
the way the teams came pouring into Kalemazoo on that occasion, DBut the number in
Kalanazeco copmared with those of the present occasion would be mere moonshine, The
Jong lines while under way and the vastness of cur cncampment is truly astonishing,
There is beyond a reasonable doubl 50,000 Californians on the road and cxbending
about five hundred miles,  In addition to them the Hormon train cf 15,000 which was
to leave the Missouri river on the 15th of June, must now be on the lower waters of the
Platte, God alone Inows what their teams are to live on for we leave the country bce=
hind us shorme of almost every vestage of vegetation which is £it for the support of
horse, mule or ox, They will have to_ao as Lot was conr:anded of old, flee for back
into the nountains, There will be no al ternetive, We have heard many distressing
deaths behind us on the waters of the Platte by a dlﬂcaﬂe resenbling cholera, e
Inow not whether to believe the reports or nob. You will probghly lesrn somethin

of these motters by the newspapers as the news will go tio the states by the Express
which carries this lettor to the frontier if these revorts are really so., Limus
Morgan 1s with us in our tent tonight and is now fast ssleep ard so iz Charles &
Barding, The boys Iﬂe.ve no wives and no childrer %o think of and so sleep socundly,

If you only had Ossian®s Poems I would refer you to his degeription of the "Storm
CHITIN, There we are Ao br_ngs it foreibly to my mind, It has been snowing, hailing,
thundering, end raining around us and on us this blessed day and yet a porbion of tke
day has been very warn, "e should never complain in J1ilineois of the fickleness of
the climate, There are several topics whick I would like to write about, but they
would require nore space and time than I have gt mr disposal, One of these matlers

is the Alksli & Hiter of the counbry, This niter & Allpli region extends from the
valley of the lower Platte to the head branches of the Sweetwater, I belicve this
vast region of country 1s no more nor less thap a fron which the

world will be supplied at no very remobe period, with Iotash & Ilitor, The Hills cnd
moumbaing are full of these minerals, To investigate the natter properiy would require
mich space and mich time, So sdieu to this netter for the present, In the morning
as we drive up to the pass this letier will be pleced in the Express mail for the con=-
veyance of which I expect to pay fifty cents or one dollar, It is %o be conveyed %o
St, Joseph and then mailed in the Uni ed States mail, I wish you would let me kmow
when you write about the time this arrives to home. I bave been finishing this letier
ardd the war of thunder and raging of elements and therefore carmot vouch for gram- .
matical sccuracy in style, I will add a line or so and close this at the office in
the norning, so good night end God's bleseing be with you $il11 we meet,

I enclose a specinen of the Red & ¥hite clover of this region,
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friend waited for mo call or imploring look but mede Imown his determination that

cozme life or come death he was to the rescue snd actuslly dove down and released his
friend fron the iron grasp of the drosming men and brought the drowning man to the
surface of the water aftor he had sank for the fourth time and the whols three were
saved, Although I heve not and camnot tell half of the little incidents in this
scene yeh being guite unwell al the time it had the effect of depressing my spirits
for the first time gince I left bone, :% sn hour had scarcely elgpsed before we
had snother scene on the tapis where two more men came very near losing their lives,
t produces in oy mind one of the most painful sensatichs that I ever experienced
G0 see and feel a human being ie going dewm into a watery grave in the full vigor of
health and strength, The spectacle is horrible and those who have not witnessed the
scene ond nobiced the i'fxploring lock and a:roniairg st'f'uggla ¥now nothing of it, I
wish to be spared She pain of ever witnessing the like again, You may wish io know
vhere my coat was aboub these tines, I can %ell you it was off and not long coming
off either but I thought of hom 28y of wife, or children, and comprehended the danger
and chances in lese time thah it requires 2 dull scholar to solve 2 problem in Euclid
and had it not been for considerations of this nature together with my poor Suape of
health, It iz cquite nrc:bahle Jhat I might have been the first one to have engagdd in
this doubsful enterr‘-iee, for 1 an fully catisfied that 1t is ‘altogether less painful.
to drowm than to look on and see criother dddm, Iy 1istle mishap in the water ab the
Fort, my horse had some influence in mekine me more ca u+ioua than I ofherwise would
have been, These hair breath escapes set us all thinldng and after pendering the
napber well we came to the conclusion that. it was boyond our power to lessen very
much the rish of life-in crossing at this point, e then took a vole to ascertain

‘who were in favor of leaving -this ferry ard crossing ab the Salt Lake Ferry 28 miles
above, There was a decided majority for CI'OS“:LI‘”‘ at the Salt Ieke Ferry & we soon

had our tcane harnecsed snd under mobion, e croesed in the afternoon of the 18th

at a ferry where the anount of'ﬁo“ey teken in one cay is slmost ineredible, I will
tell you the facts and you and those who read migh make your own calculation, When

we had our wagoms enbered therc were five ferry boats running on rope with tackling
end ocach boat passed a team and wagon once in ten mimibes, The wagon was {ive dollars
and -eech horse one dollar, so that ot every ten mirutes one of these boats earned from
twelve to 15 dollars and this wos one contimied operation. nipght and day end Proceeded
without the least confusion or interruption, In fact it is the best managed ferry
that I was ever at end the best paid and few indeed grudged the money when they con
have oppor"unity of pasesing this dreadful stresm thuz safely and expeditiously. The
muber of teams racced here by these beate in one dey almost exceeds belief, and has
been for the pest three weeks and will contimue for the space of about 3 weeks longer.
e norey token, if in silver, would have $o ke counted b the cart load, I& will
probably cxceed 250,000 for the six weels opperatiion, [T amy rate it carnct fall very
far short of that sum, Since we left the ferry we have had hard fare for our harses
and we are now recruiting then as before stated six miles from the road where we have
found a natch of the best of gas’s for cur starving horses, One of our company, ire
Daily is now quite sick and had it not been for this we would have been urder way for
she SULu"l Pass this rorning, 4o it is, it gives us enother day's rest and that too the
rest of the Sabbath, In the morning we intend resum:_ng our jourrey and &s I am now up
to our rresent camp I will embrace the coprorbunity of telling you sometihing of
Independence Rock, of which we all have heard something from cur California bound
friends, In the first place I will tell you that it is a solid granite rock or nearly
50 and cf a long ovel snape and from 150 to 200 feet high and large enough to fill the
whole volley between our house and Turner Crowell's, a quarter of a mile, I went on
the top of this Rock the morning after arriving here and although it does not look
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the world for ages, I shall attermpt no solution of its origin., I believe 1t is a .
part and portion of the soll here as rmch as 1lime and gypsun is clsewhere,

I have found soze beautiful flowers and plants, and I have herein enclosed a
few sceds of the cactus species, which I hope you will have plentéd and cared for,
The plant when groan looks like a frult basket full of ripe frult and hed I the
plant at home from xhich I took these litile seeds, I would not part with it short
of 25 dollars, It was one of the most besutiful things that I have ever seen, Give
some to Mrs, Pabrick ond Eliza so that some may be saved, They grow on the open
plain and this fact is all the information thei I can give, or as to the kind of
treatnent which the seed ought to receive, Do as well as you can with the seed and I
will édrop Fhe subject for something eise,

The vhole valley nay be called destiture of timber, although in some places there
may be found cobtbomrood, box elder, willow and the like, and when we have ascended
high up the river where high hll.ff‘: comence, soxe small ceders mgy be found, I
will have to cease describing, as roon and time is wanting, The Ferry Boat at this
place. broke the rope last night about 2 o'clock and four men ceme near being drowned—
one horse 'tost. Thile: wri‘ba.ng -our nmen are holpint to construct a float to cross our
provisions with, when.this is. done € shall cross our wagons & teams the best way we
can, You wish o krow how our téam'is, It-danpob be oetuer. 411 elive and doing
well, Forses well - wagon well - and the boys well - can you wish-for m'bi;u.ng bettez
4&n expross arrived lash m(;'ht from St. Iouig .end I paid 25 cents for the St. ILouis
Reprblican, By it I £ind that the cholera’ is again making some progress there. I
nention thig to al_ay any - fears which may be entertained by our- frienmds in the States

" Iy last datez from S, Lcuis is up to the 10th of Ay, .That may have transpired
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since thet date I have ho means of knowing although I apprehend that St, Iouis will
suffer eeverely before -the geason iz through, with thet discase,”. I have been to the .
Fort end f£ird nothing worthy of noté, Soldiers & cofficers very polite and acconmodat
Found in the fort two beeutifnl pieces of brass carmon - 12 vounders. They are ine.
deed curious peacenakers, There has been one death this spring on the north side of
the Platte of inflarmetion in the bowels, out of thousands that have been pouring i
$hrough the reglon. for-the Yast month, There is less sickness probably ameng the
eaigranis en route for California tHan- ariorg - uhe..same “Tirber .of men at their homes
Eest., I rmust make ny letter a med1ey so here it goes, We - ?:we fine, The test of
cof;ey & tea = make the best of raised biscuit well-ghortened - goose butter, good -
bacon, and fine dried beef and excellent appeultes. Te carmot ask to be blessed by
Alrrn.rbuy more highly than we have been., And as to Hardin, he is 21l that I expected
and —ore in the beargein, Vast quentities of iron is strevwed along the route througt
which we passed - cucugh to moke any one mon rich could he have 1% in a good market,
Coats, pants, shiris & drawers = in any guentities - first rate place for a paper
mill as rags cen be had without even three cents a pound being asked for them,

fet with an old adquaintance yesterday from Perrysburg, Chio by the name of Jazues.
I have seen men on ry jourrey from the four guarters of the gliobe and almost fronm
ev r7 kinpdonm end nation, The mumber registered here
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enough, I cammobt hear any thing of William le3ride, or of !, Acker I think they
must be far below this, There is not grass encugh on the plains at the presemt tire,
to keep a goat from starving to death, yet we shall proceed, having abundence of corn
real and the horses are as gay end fine as though they were kept for & gentelman's
carricto, It node me feel fine to see that the team had stood the jonrnmey so well,
The boys have taken the very best care of the horses and few teanms look as well ms
ours and none better, Tho sick one 1s well and looks as smoothe as a new dime,

I have not received any letier fronm you here as yet although I am expecting one, I
hooe thé nexd mail will bring me one, IF you hear of evil reports of Indian rmurders,
cholera, small pox and rany other fell destroyers of the human svecies, believe then
not without uwndubitable evidence of the truth, I will forewarn you before hand, that &
thousand idle tales are already a¥loat and I wish thet your heart may not be troubled,
Berember that 1life is in the hards of an Allmighty God, and that no herm or evil can
befall ne wwithoud is zornil,

Jonfay May 13th. The mail has just arrived and no letter from home, I an indeed
_ﬂc*ry, ek cormot ?elpg.u. The mail, ‘eToges in a.‘_ ia pintites -for. the East, amxi- L.rsu 3ty
make chort work,  .I have. meh with: =eny 213 acquaintances -from-many porbts of. the Bast,
Some from Allegan, "b.ch. and some fron Kalamezoo and others from different partes of -
Chio, 7The mustering of Colifornians on the fronticrs, is like the marshaling of the
hosts of an Dipire for a rﬁ.llta'r',,r invasion, In truth, we gre geing oub by bands, with
gll the materizle .‘tOZ‘ offence and defence, I will have a few lines prepared to drap
ir the post ,ci‘:"‘iqe '..'G Iem‘ }‘,‘lS TJL.ce. “ro'z ‘your huzband '

’ O : \ - Jo T -._,_,rlue.
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