Norton’s experlencesfrom ] ( L jarour ' red A vipers.
£6. Tiliniols until “he setbled? 1ri/Calt ini; e e

ornia ~The fol!owi a,rticle el i [ w.a.s in’ adva.nce md *ﬁmquiryﬂﬂea.med that- it was.

rain sent out.from* Galifornia? to. ald &

‘oiat’ & pistol”rode :ﬁht uptothe." :

of: trlends were - d(a.ns, and told thend"to 1eava the rond

b kept»“*p ing" on, théte-flsinks.’, Theds. men,
o, work, The. noat was comploted ‘and forsome 'cauise, had been separated .'ed, doubtless, from some one)* stating . days' . cotflee, ; wenty ; men, . b
atmched, and before it was through’ fﬂm their.company; I have, forgotten  thal he was & good éhfef,t threw hls . i, days’ sugar, 200—and"s0 on st} tha
Ita oscillations'T sprang into the stérm ;how.:itihappened, 'but I saw- that the: ' paper an the ground, told him we bad. - requ[smcm waa Hlled. ;.1 chose ‘Willient

and selzed the rudder. My men, who.’ Indians intended to rob and probably glven them corn in payment- for f.he»rnro hey i shrewd fe '
imdarstand die  sithablon - snring. ot T .,..mlll'dﬁl‘ “:lelﬂ- ..J.' S-old mem sothet XL sieht . to.: god thraunhe (hale. ‘Mlzn}w-'c b Pl._’:'_» i--...wf._?n?‘_v’ Md ﬁ)]
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ek ’nﬁp ompany” with ox-f.eams waiting-, nnd?was'ﬁmﬁt&nﬁ Guaﬂﬂing ang bickering

E

‘noticed that they ere ‘also workiig } them, " with -Innumerable- les,

£’ another- until: the best ‘of; friends were ¢
A‘“réa.dy to fight .At. iength “We- overs.

: gn of W‘w’%m

3 TP !--,\u LR T
‘wagons, and: e sald hothing, bilt kep}g. ngit i 'I'hese mek,.
‘to, work. The. boa.t was, dompletéd’and err- separated
atmehed, and ,bérore it twas _through*2: their oompamn I have forgotten -
it oscluations 1 sprang ‘inito the® ‘sherriy ‘*how 182 h&ppenem Jut T-5aw that the o

understéod - the sltuation.rsiirg,ng jn‘ n?.urder them: % ¥+ told ¥ thend’ that -1*
‘the boat with:thétr poles,-and’ I°gave £5would regulate dui travel td thelr: pace;
‘'the order to hove down to 8 _Becond = untll they could fall in with some other
la.nding (only a'few yards) “Whire” 6 ‘""’“’cnmpazm ot to. aplace where 1t was
“of our- wagoris was rea,dy to come i safe for them: to : encamp untu they

: .aboarda-~ AlL: was a0 Wail a.rranged tham «.should _be -overtaken by, ox-tegms. ; .-
: Th!s,,propositlon met. with & most;:
: tubb borii., oppoaition by ‘my- company.”

ran ‘oross - the’ rlvex' am‘.L ‘tanided: 1652 Somk asserted. that I.was erazy, to take
’Returning. W’e ran up t6 the' ‘landing tthaseinutchmen on my . ?Mk and

tra.vel the,mad &s I ha,d
o A" this T ;

eir- ;
Jin e At the ganie. time ! whipped
d-z which ‘prejudiced ! them. ofie - against ¥ out B p]gtol .rode h.‘. up f.o the m- .~ o

T et T e u.r.,.,{uw,., WIS

: Whlch "

dians and told ‘the to leave the road.* {f out m deta.ﬂ .1 went. t5 .-,amp an

or’.1 would ' fivé:- : They " reiuctantly
niovedmﬂ-;to_;tho«rlg{eg athen
"ed*LabKk " vo! thei tron

Sk
*Jolitet,"whb’ nsindod ‘be’ i’*‘pa,ﬁer»(ez‘:"-

ed, doubtlesa from ‘some one)” ' stabifip"™

‘l:ha,t he wos s. good chlef. 25 thnew his

given them corn in paymeni.for thé
right . toigo . th 3 :
wahich was true). e,nd that. i
;orked-tungued bad Indlé.ns. é.nd then
jordered him’ ‘to the Tear: of our Wa.g-

.lmadeaa regular requisltlon in. attords:;

-%
hagegulationsrofsth 1
_ifefﬁlﬁafy et %yIM|x§§

;. "da ﬂoo.vtwenty .men; tend
da.ys' cofﬁee ~200;" twenty,men, (ten‘
;, days” suga.r, 200—-a.nd s0 on until. the

_ions. He refused:to g0, upomwhich I :
,welt.ed.?him aeross the, shoulders witlgrj “low

i +-{the ﬂaﬁ;of\ my sword, which made

Indian-move ‘as-directéd. s:When-I had
‘started ‘hiny I mde righf. n- a,mong the

< ba.nd a.nd with the flat of ny sword

ke & flock of sheep fo the

i ﬁm:n by fhé ‘name ‘of Wmte. who haxlmsrea,r "‘All this time ‘I hmd thirtm,
it crdssed{'ﬂ‘iei ‘Plaing before.-; I, was ing #’jn fine;with cocked: ‘rifles
' ‘o

e prat

n-' ﬁwd,
!,run dignant thluk “that my: mban
‘met: and. wsv.g‘dnvas{d.oa4 mmﬂﬂ DUt s nani
.their*"comp&!iy- ﬂcrﬂssaheﬂd of -0l Ed :

o:;. _§h .the} tlver where ithere was

near tl;é bow.of ;tlle
thie. pariies {o- i:eeﬁ 5

Abouﬁ ﬂseventm, or,' eighby - In-

1% AR

‘be; killed, bt f:_ Knew. 4t

ke TR

;indlapg. b L‘b.te'
,,,wmé &

erogg‘snen,meglg neat.ftg ;] 5%, subject mentioned

our va.lla.nt would-be ca. ta.in

- We mnt!nued our ,weary,{

we remched 'Carson.. vmey.;'
a.ded--thh is. to say, I;hose

e 'I'wenty,
men ten,‘da.ys tes. wta.l two hundred
pounda. ‘g,nd so bn t.hrough the re-,f b2

taoross the ‘platns’ with the;ususl -ex- i 8
¥ en Wrltts b




d: from Pag
cution' I‘received -

ﬂmﬂy&expec
And ‘such 2 road} ;- With my superion emus that"1 wo 4;1333'
‘ the;wagons had ‘to - be' ¥ meke, the- rivers, and gulches ;
) ik their {reagures -

) g _ . 'Acgowdlngly '8 frer:
the mounta.in -sélling my- "ak]a.lied" horge, and-
a.ching nearly. three-fourths of - chasing what T supposed’ to be- a fre
3 the way - around i, - All was green and N 0118- I :Prepared o resume my trayels
from M:orm.on Gulch (COntinued next month)

: allatregma.t. ‘RICH
“esist- end-+of the:valley, where 7| HOTEI- — COTTAGES ~— CAMP. GROY
overed immense- deposits of marble, .| . S T SWMWING 3
m The marble’ ‘bowlders in the’ head.of | { - ;
‘stream had been washed' for ages .
3the *w it, had  been" pcured;'-
them.; ¢ Tushing mountain®; [
nt,” untcl they had ecelved.s,- pol-E‘i
: tha.t ‘eould Hot. be sm’pa,ssed by the 7 F-
i ‘m.ost ingenious workman, bringing to
view p,ll their inherent bea.utles

ountalnruntu we reached
the’ summit of. the S!erms We had




upon them by’ the rushlng mountaln
tomnt. unti! they had received a- pol=-
ish t.ha.t. could not he surpa,ssed by the .
irauey ]ying along the river, vmast Ingenlous- workman, bringing to .1 3
ﬁ'w stock-must have feed: we ‘were _view all their inherent beautiea
"W to“let our tedms greize’ the :
1y mwuld gta.rve. We turned then;

<

| GERg iR
: Camp .Ground? and'
3 mlles above. Placervi

ommenced descending :thev
by ian: easy’ grade towards
and’ that night rea.ched'
Gf Leak Springs, wh,ere we enca.mped wlf.h
lose to,.the edg o1 ;

I return owing to a,e‘
fB»MI.V'f f: frienq,s_h&ving lost a hus..f‘.,

; ; omiti:ed; reference to ﬁlai; trip in, this -
hlstm-y, as" there were but few events

e 2 As alrenty slated, i Lonk ‘Bprings
tabil e _ncamped“‘ror the nighé; wi!;h many ¢
ther. immigra.nts , 'I‘here was 6 sta.-

A mera hooth.. 01'
Ur

}’a.nks“ in the ‘Days, 18- Pony :
kmowm “Stage Btation™ has been the popu]arf;summer‘ resom for
‘hundreds for the last 75 ,vea.rs.n Modern ‘Hotel, (;:mhmsg
‘only a. rew moments fmm Lake 'I'n.h

. would, keen 1t Yo . xiéelt .. Blace; ate ‘up the big' eheese. n.n.d "_,
T Woa congra E : vmhout aweking the pro-




3 e .
i tniy- blankets ahd saddle and!] I
,'.The rea.der will. remember tl:mt'I gl ade & few miles only before the.-

gotoutmyﬂshm Aoklp’ g "grasss ] :
ldentally mentioned ha.ving'met Gen s ub shou even: for. ins';mauntatns

hoppers. and soon. nl:le wa.y, a.nd- .

Alofty pines, —rédwooct, ‘and mountain! !
eqa1,.whuse {:ops reached some - three’ f.hough I |hlam no sa.lt fox;,;th m
5 - Between , two., a.nd thre o'clocl
gray -light giving &_dense gloom. to a,ll the a.fternoon; i a,ga,in ‘T8
i ings, but at ,length I thought5 i

& the-ett - o i ! :
: Q¢ pheleft i ) ime 8 ew,my' revolver. ‘and;: when Mt
iy mak-e iaii:i e,,gi;esged“mz. *horse b direction, ‘and : o within.about. thirty feet of me 2-fired}>
'a.nxi P r08S T340 B creck will Byera u‘ shooting it through the head. i Thife
mountains; and it was. fma,lly,?sag:eed ground,, {0

net he. shtmld " t Ban Fr ﬁ 7 r V.. 7 ) .‘in th‘e spath I hasf:.ened forwa.rd a

ety 1 sr gazec. | o ; i very properly relg&-
undermyhea.d was soon. in o} ‘tedth the loity h L the mori-, . "songe tha.t they: wouldnotbe,lkelyw
a ‘ound,sle'ep, from .which I wag' "of’ ; i % - camy !
a.wa.kened ‘about’ {;en or*eleven’ oclock. me; in front of me, not Iifty yards : ».I,,found my, .sca.lp a.lL rlght- 4
tle. sack of provisions,, revol\rer and ‘the cmcking of brush, I grasped = distant, were three pyramids, to Wlileh * rnorning, and mg, horse whero ‘% T’
gome hooks and lines: "' Thus t’-‘1"11313'. Stols and listened; it seemed to  Cleopatra’s Neddlo  Wwould - be cad g fx]eﬂ-, b, ‘and, ‘after breakfast, { ‘g‘i‘ﬂiﬂ N,
* 1 could not walt, as my horse :would . be,approacmns me, 1 sat up, walch. cambri¢ needlé to & erow-bat,. * rising - . pushed,.forwards But beforp’ nom}jé

soon “eat his head off”.in thdsé days!: lng further developments, when, all o! abruptly from the valley 't.o"h. height * met, othe . packers ‘and - purthaded AN
and, hesides, T was anxiong for - my . " & I

R s sleles L -

syl M ne In.-.-,u. [V TP






3 : L
o f figain met, my' cld i’rlenda Boleh “and the

LhE

a.r_ker' “found that m‘y teams had ; su

3 selt to Pa.rker* sa.ylng,”
Iell'uws ‘had a.sked me “to-

“toll. - ’I‘he fellow s.ssured him
:=that he would “find “no one at the
hrldge. as the Tndians’ were* trouble-i
igme in that yieinify; and-the” .owners
;’ha.d lett and come- g:t:f’ ‘the valley’ There
. Aeing two travelers’ together, the"other
- asked “Have you ‘s’ charter for,
i r hrddge?" 'I‘he bridgeman rep]ied

ghow:. my:
: !harter (cla.pplng +his hand onhis re-
=] "Iolver, j sugge.stively) I would:: havs.,
[ lhow:g, 8. %o them ¥, Presenitly the fel- 1
W Wit dway; when  f :emn,rked toa_w
: etarks T

:’1’&:"-
ph teamsk“,
| young - ma.n,,whose name’ dog d, i
temember,; drove - the ‘others,  ‘We -

y mqva “your. nujsnnce ab once, or I sha.ll -

drive -over 1t~ ;:Ie ‘agalnirephed: that -

'l

i ) could riot-‘oross dthe -.brldge without
2 5 J'

sters:ar entlrely heyoind my reach’ “for

'llsten t.o me; in- this: matter T, ha.ve
not. acted without an object.’ So far’

'

. A;xsa.ying. 3 sha.ll be found in” ‘Pla.cerville,
;:; ‘ whenever- :vou ‘wint’ me; and nowy for_
< my . veasons.” T then referred to thet
. -boasgt of *some da.ys before. to- Pa.rker,-
about showing “thelr. charter, and also -
;. told them what I had said to Parker-.

rega.rdmg thefr -chmrter' and clapping
my- hang on my ‘istol;: X said,. #I.a1+
ways carry.a~ pass Ior a.ll such. cha.rters
88 yours, and wish you to leamn -this -
. lesson: it 14 the easlest- thing in the

world for & man to be mistaken. “You .

undoubtedly can boast” of . being Sold
f‘forty-niners’ é.ncl 1m.ag1ne that all the -

L Set of."submissive: -
owards; but to rectify"tha.t mistgke,”

.Iam an immigrantl” B g

and- told them i:haf, the  bridge_had

gons;” which were*a.waiting me é,hout

“yéu and but ORE of mie;- Hs my* team- 7

aldi” d_o.noh se& where. the': a.dl"“i.
N, S But - satd T

xsps my. name ls“concerned, Wyou, sha.ll__.,
,have ‘thaper® ‘handed him my"ca.rd'

" During our contrwersy. a. couple 02,

) ga.mb!iﬁg hell warnine the " 0eeil: ;«-'
% pantst of “thelr:wicked - ways,and If. hg}
&—.»hnppened to take the crowd. .7 yvoulq

3 "Page
1 When he told". the rollowing =

he laughed good.-na.turedly §os
~“White . mai g&vé‘:'x_nj

caps “ior gun ‘and m.lun 'try :
“‘beads out of tnemi'—don't K

‘s for—tie bores hole in m.ld.dl'*_'

strlng them. a.nd pift! It goes, off

; SN
] ,_somee Injuns glve em"ﬁwﬂet

., and’think it good” to ea.t. He tr

=7r. bite ft~—pretty lga.rd"aoi; very good

« eat he thinks, White man laughs

"One wlﬂte man’ had bacon. and;
gave 1t to Injun. InJun sees ha.n- onLx -

bacon and thinks’ it is meat
huma.n 50 ‘throws 1!; awa.y." ;}

When tn.lkjng $o- Buly Merrill‘it wagiky
ea.sy to look - through' his eyes. nto. the
I 't past. His king eyes seemed to reflect
I want you to distinctly recolleat tha.t  the spirit of the re M i dlan g heart £
" who wistfully longed; for happier days. y

s Whay a_relin.hle source of India.n.lora
g OB HapY:

a.lso ‘was used/ ‘Tt"was known to’

it
L LR 4 g
two hundred - yard tant. T found . PPISOROUS i eaten yaw, | 0 nzd

- The primifive- Indla.n made tho ‘o

" ‘beén;' forved, ‘and aftér' ‘that no one - "Of ¥hat was a,t hand, MAng e wild

would ray toll.. The next day the fel- o ’

iy “to our: potato, “the- ‘eaukshee"

ws'burned, their bridge and left, and , o gmhmdmm cocked by -th. Tndy e
5L DEver. sey them axterward Bl by -women, - The wlM‘turmp “zelebellu"" 3
.-'-whem 1 came up to "the waf-'ﬁ i 3

denté, Billy Merrill's eyes twlnkledl' i

. that they dlg« ou!; o:l.';ground, White
man taste 'em, tke ‘ero. and. sa.y,‘ I-Iow_;g?
much?’ Injun no understa.nd s0 white A
man give Injun some money—four bits. ’
Injun don’t  know wlnte man - -money;

plants fo tfood. A root plant, slmilaz ',

he'

’supp s. i

] g and Flshin
'ﬂfz XE .M..- .-?'CI

‘Lots . of -historical pla.ces t
‘When you come ulp remember us
“for . our lunch pcn

1c and camp-)

'Aﬂd:ess Necessa.rw‘f ,Wa,tch--!or ;
,_ _Busy . Corner._ 5o

= Par dl s Grocer

; Dumestlc and Imported

:‘-"n.. .;fit.,? Er = y
uVegetables and

“‘: -_._m?.: F

i




! 1]5u' the" tollman ' pddressed?- !orty-nlnars _— imnglne mat au e ML DY LUUWE B BWBYST T T _'”:r- e Gl{uuhl‘.lbb
to*Pu.rkor. “saying, .10 - thoseﬁ ‘Immigrants are B set of submissive When talking to Bllly, Merrul it wu

wi hod paked mo to: Show. YT sowards; but_to réctify’ that mistake, 08 to look through his eyes,Into the.: f' r esh V;geu::)les. a."'i! s
ler (alapplns hls hand on his re- I want you to distinctly recollect that past. His kind eyes seemed to refleot i e i
'.,ﬂ.'u-_ suggestlvely) 1+ T would . have: I am an Jmmigrant)” the spirlt of the real Indian af heart, ;' WEEELY SPECIALS
JI. 1o them." Presently the fel- . . " who wistfully longed for “happier days. ‘

_'-gu went away, when I remarked to: _ During our controversy, & couple of  What a reliable source of Indlan lore

A Red & Whue Store
: W*\.Whe utn.rt“" g(c tl!e pa.ckers -catne a.long a.nd crossed the i ‘Phone®

% emnnushow hls,chahtar.uor-» course they met; the ‘immigrant tra.lng e The p rimitive In dln:nm i the/;n Gk

¥ "n ] ‘ N
i1 will.not, pay to’cross his bridge. "; and told them ‘that the bridge hed of what was at hand, using' many ‘wild
dfey ays T'was ready fo. stert, - Veen forved; and after’ that'no one M SRS AL TR R AT B G
viog quch -and Parker: with~ t_heirﬁ - would pay.toll., The next day the fel- to our potato, “the * “¢auksheé™" was -

lows burned their bridge and left, and
'Y ngver saw them afterward. But, by : Seinered end cooked, by the. Indian

1 - 0, ”
;ogeph Bbone clrove -one r my '§ea.ms the 'way, when' I came up to the wa-’ E ;.vlzome:as 1‘::;1 ',WI;:‘ :;;:;n Ilpn “zemlel::ﬂbe‘
b . gons, ‘which: were- awalting me &bout . - polsonows i f ga.ten l'@ ;
m&remember. drove the.- ot,hers We two hundred 'yards distant, I'found E t Imii ch
FyentTon "until we ‘Teachsd the ‘afore. - M. friend Joe Stone with' miy- old rifle ve; a:.nd o {ot“;:g e on ud:thml;
i “bridge, ‘oF, rather two; of ‘them.,. * cocked and & bead’ drawn on the’. nowdmgoth e:nd ";:dr z;ion'wheen -
8 ek Jopether, When my. boasttul ‘toil- 7, bridgemen: " When I asked for an ex-"- g i e‘;’;h 4 Ig’th vii i“si %
: ’ﬁkﬂ' mme out ﬁnd dema,nded his wu;‘?» planation. he- said,’ “I did an; know " th en W:h :s 0; il d gn; :d. -ff
4ld, usir, have you ® charter suths. but they would shoot you as you walk-i; the E"ee‘;lh oots an :1:831'13 91;’3::6
u “to’ receive ;toll forsthelr, ed WY from them, and I did not in-" em.* Theén'as now, also, oG n:
sing of /itiege: bridges?/xHe  hesl-; ©tend to allow that” . ... . & -

e i SRS

§ - - iae ..\ : ’h
2 !‘"9 & moment,. and_ then S”d ‘qu{'%“ We«proceeded on’ our journey and 1y rome
Bt ¥ o, -n 4 .. ’ o B ém mbered 1th h“ thar
i have! not.”- *Then,” ‘said I, 5 will % iy tirhe, withoyt fubther adventurs, we. v be at P

.t PP«V to cross " At thig his partner r,reached Placervﬂle, which, outgide of ﬁﬁeregh:T:mtmmigaﬁ? :he
;eepped” out of *fhe': “toll-house. ¥ The t: gan Fra.nclsco was then the town. of . & the late summer a;d was fllled. wlijtll
"I'he first one pulled out. - long spring - " the Btate. s Mhe. streets “were crowded yenow o der Witk tma she made %

‘nk -knife . and  commenced whittling with people of all classes, and. all P - ‘f sort of n.ke. The soft, downy part of

. he talked, leaning up aga.inst a long Stlona.lities and. all professions.. . Men.-
p Ty 1 ! - - the tule was faken and made mtb il-
s e Fipale! tlimt :“i in t"’:;'o dﬁmjﬁche& m’“ktii;g :-of industrious habits were generally in: ——la gt_ e o e
low: ; 3&. arrier 10 provent driving acrogg the the mlnes, and those who® lived by N Al

he iday » ‘bridgess He sald he had o ‘charter; it were{lookmg for 'a chance to” : Suftmer, wm come agaln. b, Lake
{1Vl i lint the bridge was mot 1h O‘a.hfprnla,,.\_ make ‘money” by adapting themselves. Tahoe without ‘Billy Merrill.. The whilte TO USE

where, A the lines had not been run, I, asked, | . to anything that, might be - learned . -People that he worked for'say. thatihe 3

nineers, i &+ "Why, then, did you not get'a charter | easy. Lawyers found & very foir fleld " was 8 good fisherman, - Indiens of his,.

iand of o

¢ fro Bringham Young? T have been. . _for thelr wits In defen ing . - \T1e say that.he wis & good Washoe,
?';ancognizmg his chamters ever since We - guits, - 3nder the dis?rict ;uifin;mll;.w: He would be happy to know that folks;
é reached Ttah | I theu peremptoril 'a.nd physlcia,ns were.generally employ- ,»:Yh“e o bm“:?' repemberedlhim’as a
Ludemanded “Get away ‘from there and’ ed-in {fieir legitimate profession, But. Gmd Iojm.t s
take down ‘that pole, so I ean cross, .'-the ‘preachers; “shl . there came the * . - RNy
:'or I will pltch it mto the river” Heg-. <~ rub; what should they do? There wgre' »John Brandenburger, ",
¥'replfed, “You must - ~not". touch "that *:ne churches' b that day the body was Pony Express rider beﬁween“G-uittard
%i‘pole,f tnd you. cannot. oross this bridge ;. to be cared for, but the soul was sel-. ‘Station and Marysville, dled at M.a.rys-

by ynless: you P““f Your toll, as this 1s ours® dom'’thought . of. Hence, ‘like black *vllle. [Kan, recently at. tha,,agg “of; 80,

_§¥1&11"_n°t'ir.lt¢r#e{e WIth2"Othello, they had to own thelr accupa-! A
:d, % tion “gone. " And I have seen many a ighter and buffalp hunter and,orgen" =i

Look. helow- your bridge; do’ you not’. divine ehange the pulpit for-the m,onte boasted that he killed: 22' ‘buffalo]

* 48 thaf:. 1t 1s plwced exactly over the"‘* table or’ the faro bank, while a.nother *one day’s humig,” ‘“"‘“"-*
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252 -  LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF

CHAPTER XXVIIL
THE JOURNEY AS FAR AS -.CARSON'VALLEY.

HAD two four-horse wagons, and our party organ-
ized, calling ourselves the “Rough and Ready Com-
pany,” of which I was unanimously elected captain. We
pushed along all right to the Missouri River without any
serious difficulty. But on arriving at ‘Traders’ Point,
where we were to cross the river, we found afi immense
crowd waiting transportation across the stream. There
was but one small scow, which would only convey a sin-
gle wagon at a time, and at that rate it would take about
six weeks to ferry the crowd across the river. But the
man (Stokes by name) who owned the boat entered into
an agreement with us that he would, with our aid, build
another boat, and. my company was to be crossed first.
There was also a large Missourian company with ox-
teams waiting, and I noticed that they were also work-
ing on a new boat; and at length it leaked out that
Stokes was playing us falsely, and had made the same
promise to the’ Missourians that he had tous. Ours
was but a small company, thirteen wagons, and we said
nothing, but kept to work. The boat ‘was completed
and launched, and before it was through its oscillations
I sprang irito the stern and seized the rudder. My men,
who understood the situation, sprang into the boat with
their poles, and I gave the order to shove down to a
second landing (only a few yards) where one of our
wagons was ready to come aboard. All was so well
arranged that before the other party was awaré, our first
wagon was on the boat, and we ran across the river and
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landed it. Returning, we ran up to the landing to

receive another wagon, when to my surprise there was a
big Missouri wagon, with a crowd of men ready to run
it aboard. They had driven our men and wagon aside
intending to put their company across ahead of ours.
The wagon contained sixty hundred weight of corn, for
feed on the plains, and as it came rushing down the
bank, I exclaimed, “ Push off, boys! » They did so, and
as the boat moved out of the way, the wagon plunged
into the river.

I called to our boys on the bank to bring a wagon to
the other landing. They did so; but before we got it

on the boat a crowd from the Missouri company came:

to take possession of the boat, and a powerful-looking
young man, who claimed that I, as commissary, had
issued him rations in Mexico, was at the head. I took
my position near the bow of the boat, and told the par-
ties to keep off; that we had an arrangement with Stokes
that we should be ‘the first to cross on the new boat,
when Red-shirt .gave me the lie. Somehow his foot
slipped and he fell on the side of the boat. The next
moment I felt some one buckling'a belt around me, and
I discovered a revolver ‘in one side and a knife in the
other. I raised the revolver, and fully persuaded the
crowd to stand back until the boys could run the wagon

"on the boat.

As my red-shirted friend stepped overboard, I looked
around to see if I was a_lone-in the muss, when I saw
Sponable and J. L. Mack, who were both powerful men.

As 1 looked around, they exclaimed, “Give them h—,.

Cap., wearehere,” Istood to the helm all that night, and
the next day until ten o'clock, when our wagons were all
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landed, 1 then restored. the boat to Stokes, and paid
him a dollar apiece for ferriage of the wagons, which [
should not have done, as his duplicity got us all into
trouble, ) .

Now all went well with us until, far out on the plains,
they began to find fault with me as captain of the train.
‘And it was not long until there was not a man, woman,
or child but what knew more about encamping and camp-
life generally than I did. There was constant quarrel-
ing and bickering among them, with innumerable lies,
which prejudiced them one' against another until the
best of friends were ready to fight. At length we over-
took some Dutchmen, with several head of cattle, and
the Indians were hanging on their flank<. These men,
for some cause, had been separated from their company;
I have forgotten how it happened, but I saw that the
Indians intended to rob and probably murder them. I
told them that I would regulate our travel to their pace
until they could fall in with some other company, or to
a place where it was safe for them to encamp until they
should be overtaken by ox-teams.

This proposition met with a most stubborn opposition
by my company. Some asserted thatI was crazy, to
take those Dutchmen on my back, and others proposed
to depuse me and elect a man by the name of White,
who had crossed.the plains before. I was indignant to
think that my company wanted to leave the unprotected
men to their fate, and told them to go on, if they were
disposed to do so, but I would remain with the Dutch-
men and share their fate. - _
~ We continued our journey for two days, when I think
they had decided to elect White that night, and the next
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day to push on and leave me and the Dutchmen. - But
about noon we came to Shell Creek, where we found
about three hundred Indians gathered on the bank of

the Platte River. We had to cross Shell Creek nearits

junction with the river, where there was quite a grove of
cottonwoods along the banks of the creek. The prin-
cipal band of Indians was on the west side of the creek,
between where we had to cross and the river, while the
squaws were further along on the bank of the river.
About séventy or cighty Indians had swung to the rear
of our company, thus completely hemming us in. " I
saw that they meant mischief, as their bows were all
strung and the wipers were out of their rifles. _

White’s team was in advance, and some of the -chiefs
stopped him, and said they wanted toll for going
through their country. =~ White gave them five or six
dollars and they let him go on, which he did, and kept
going. The next one was Fred Parker. The Indian
said, “Me chici. me want money.” Parker replied,
pointing to me, “ That is our chief; go to him-if you
want money.” I was dressed in uniform as a United
States officer, and rode with my sword on, and my pistols
in the holsters. I did this at the request of the com-
pany, as the Indians had great respect for army
officers. The chief started to make his demands
on me, when I drew my sword and charging to the
rear ordered the Indians, who were closing in upon us,
to leave the road and take to the river bank, when
their spokesman, in fair English, told me that they had
as good a right to travel the road as I had. '

At this I called to the company in advance to seize
their rifles, and form in line. At the same time I

whipped out a pistol, rode right up to the Indians, and,
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told them to leave the road or I would fire.. They
reluctantly moved off to theriver. I thencharged back
to the front and met the chief, who handed me a paper
(extorted, doubtless, from some one) stating that he was
a good chief. I threw his paper on the ground, told
him we had given them corn in payment for the right
to go through their country (which was true), and that
they were forked-tongued, bad Indians, and then ordered
him to the rear of our wagons. - He refused to go, upon
which\I welted him across the shoulders with the flat of
my sword, which made Mr. Indian move as-directed.
When I had started him I rode right in among the band,
and, with the flat of my sword, drove them like a flock
of sheep to the rear. All this time I had thirty men in
line with cocked rifles. I expected to be killed, but I
knew it was the only chance to save the company.
When I had driven them across Shell Creek, I ordered
the wagons to advance, keeping a rear guard to protect.
us until we got out of the way of the Shell Creek
Indians. Late in the afternoon we overtook White, and
that night we encamped in a short loop of the Platte,
where I could defend our position, with our wagons
drawn up in front as breastworks. - There was no talk
of an election of a new captain that night, nor did 1
ever hear the subject mentioned afterwards. But our
valiant would-be captain, White, became the butt of the
company.

~ We continued our weary march across the plains with
the usual experiences that have been written and re-
written, and in the course of time we reached Carson
Valley, poor and jaded—that is to say, those of us who
were not Jeft on the desert to feed the wolves and buz-

. zards.

-

g COI:(')N.EL_I:.' A. NORTON. . 257

"CHAPTER XXIX.
RELIEF TRAIN—A FRIGHT—CROSSING THE MOUNTAINS.

E had passed the sink of the Carson River and
W were proceeding up that stream, when 'we came to
an encampment in a very pleasant valley, and on inquiry
learned that it was a relief train sent out from California
to aid the immigration. We encamped but a short dis-
tance from the rclief train, and I walked over to the
camp to make some inquiries regarding their object and
the nature of their supplies. I was soon introduced to
Gen. James Estel, who I learned was first in command.
I found him very affable, and apparently ready and will-
ing to do all in his power to aid immigrants. The sup-
plies, he informed me, were intended for those who had
no money to purchase what they needed.

He then introduced me to Gen. J. W. Denver, General
Price, and some others holding subordinate positions.
I then informed him that we could not claim to be with-
out funds, yet we nceded some articles for the use of
some of our party who.were sick, for which I was ready
and willing to pay. General Estel said, “ We cannot
take pay, but that is all right; make out your requisition.”
I said, “General, shall I make my requisition in bulk or
by ration?” He replied, * Oh, make it out in detail” 1
went to camp and made a regular requisition in accord-
ance with the regulations of the United States army, as
follows: Twenty men, ten days’ tea, 200; twenty men,.
ten days’ coffee, 200; twenty men, ten days’ sugar, 200—
and so on until the requisition was filled. T chose Will-
iam Brophey, a shrewd fellow, and told him to.take a

=l
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