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April 29, 1861 - May 31, 1861

Monday April 29th 1861 Tecusssh Michigen

I awoke this morning with this thought I am going to start this day for
Californin. It is rather cloudy Have a great many friends oall a littls after
two start for the depot £ind a great many {riends there-=bid tham all good bye
and strange to tell I did not ery., All arrive safo at Ademar (?) stay until
11 0 0, L9 loave for Chicago, ride the remainder o f the night. Tuesday mo,
arrive in Chiomgo at eight 0'clock feel very badly this morning take a good
dose of gin which my dear Sister prepered for me ride all day nothing of
inportance has happoned, Ve callad at Mendota for a oup of tea paid 80 ots.
for each oup, !eet Bipter Carie at Lararie City arrive at Quincy at about
nine O'alock feel very tirod find a very nichouse a good acoormodations, feel
mch better,
Wodnesday Mey lst

Ve loft Quincy this morning at nine, teke the steamor Black hawk for
Honnibal, I have enjoyed 'u here exceedingly. Ohj there is so much in this
world that is beautiful., I have secn plainly the worke of the Almighty Missourd
Misousrd I Jove thy oloud capt hill thy richly waving forast lsshed by a thousand
rills, %o have passed over a lovely ocountry and through soms preity villages
and finally arrived at 5t Joseph at ten in the evening, Stay at a misorshbls
hotel, Thursday, 2nd

We all feal as though we had been rathor poorly stuck [?] with this
morning., DProther feels quits bad after breskfast All go up to the Allsn house
find Mrs, Henderson quite gick This affernomn Carrie Tom and I go dom to the
Dentigt, coms home have & very nioce dimer at the Allen house. Then take the
ferry boat and go over to Elwood write a letter to iy friends Oh this is my
birthday and how 1ittle I thought I should spend my this day in St Joseph This



evening we had a very pleasant time in the parlor,
Friday May 3rd

I arose just in time to go down to breakfast have a slight headache very
fine refreshments this morning Sue and I went over to 5t Joe accompanied by
Spenser, one of the boarders at the hotel, Saw Mrs. Black and Henderson and
Lemon returned to the ferry boat just in time to be set across in the after-
noon went over to our camp saw various articles for use across the plains This
evening seems a little colder Hear the Ladies play the guitar about nine retire
Saturday May Lth

Quite chilly this morning, do not like the idea of tenting out. Mr, Mudget
brought in the tent to be finished, I do not altogether like some of our company,
Helped Mrs. Shoules fix her dress in the afternoon., Carie Nelly and I went over
to St Jo stayed a short time and came end was late to supper found the Landlord
rather surly., Mrs, Lemon is very sick, it is some warmer this afternoon,
Sunday May Sth 1861

This is a cold rainy morning It seems so queer not to hear any church bells
in so0 large a place as this We are to stay at the great Western in Elwood until
tomorrow. The girls have to work some to day This afternoon we have to call with
Brother at Mrs, Moonsys find her quite intslligent., I feel quite well to day am
anxious to start Mondsy May 6th

Aroge quite early this morning a clear rather cold one We all leave for the
stors houss whers our things are in order to pack them. This morning, put on our
bloomers fore the firgt time, This afternoon leave with our wagons and teams for
the plains,' go about four miles and pitched our tents for the night., Set up our

[word undeeiphervable]

gtove, bake warm bread fry bacon and eggs. It seems Aindeed arranging our beds
for the night. Carrie and I sleep with our feet towards the east and Sue and
Neal with their to the west Tuesday May Tth

Ariss this morning just after the peep of day, find our aelves in our waggon
very comfortable except the clothes are slightly disarranged., Arise, proceed to
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cook our breakfast, Braton is quite sick and Patter very quite lazy after the
work is dons Carrie and I take a stroll up the prettiest hill I ever saw, about
120 fest high, covered with trees and shrub from its banks. I see our tents and
on its carpet I sit me down to write for thee my Jowrnal, Near me is Sister Cam
also writing, I would like to have our folks at home know how happy we are this
beautiful morning, About 12 O'clock leave, go about 12 miles and pitched cur ter
again, Braton is gquite sick, so that we have to give up our bed and sleep in the
tent, I stay with Dow, Wednesday May 8th

I feel verry tired and weary, It rains a 1little; prepare our breakfast,
Braton is some better start earley, I ride with Charley, on horse=back until noor
passp over some of the most lovely places I ever saw, We are now stopping to reat
at noon, 4Want on & few miles further and stopped for the night in a very pretty
place where there 1g good water Thursday May 9th

Had a pretty good night rest it was real cold thie morning, start as scan
a® we could in morning meet three Indians, Had quite an adventure with some doga
nothing dangerous leave and go about a mile and put up on account of a stom
which proves to be a very sever one We logpse one of our horses storm ceases to-
wards night do not get very wet feet for the night Friday May 10th

Have not found our horsey yet are obliged spent the day here Brother left
earley this morning, but has not returned yet We were all very much rejoiced to
see Hendersons company come, find them all quite well Towarde night Dow returned
with the horse stsy here again,
Saturday May l1lth A nioce morning start earley, find the roads very bad in the
aftomoon“ it begins to rain, camp early, in a very nice plhoe, sixty miles from
St Joe good road and wmter. ©Sunday May 12th

What a place to spend the sabbath It rains very hard I did not get up very
much before noon, wish I could be at church I see every person at work, I am
afraid I shall forget what civilization is Does my folks think of me today

Monday May 13
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This is & pretty mormning and we are all glad to take up our bed and start
which we do about noon Pass through the village of Grenada and pitched our tent
a 1ittle beyond the village Dow is real sick, Tuesday May lith

Start this bright morning have some trouble with one of the horses I ride
on horss back until pass through Senaca a nice little place and Agh-FPoint not
mich of & place, Pass over a very pretty country and encamp in a beautiful place
with plenty of wood and water at night build pleasant camp fire and prepare for
to retire to my buffalo bed & to think of the loved ones at home,

Wednesday May 1ith [15th]

YWe all arise early this morning get ready for our tramp It is very clear
but cold I forgot to note that yesterday we saw @ band of 20 Scldiers The girls
all go to sleep vhile I drive I saw a emigrants grave this morning, it loocks
ag if there Rest might be quiet indeed, two simple white boards mark the spot the
inseription iz entirely obliterated so we could [not] know who was left in that
lonely spot go on another half day drive, stop in pretty placs,

Thursday May 16th

Arise sarlay, Carris faels some better we get breakfast and start Sue is
not very well Cow is sick I have a slight touch of the blues stop at a place
where thers is willow and water The most singular I ever saw look like soap
suds We have made a good drive today, about 25 Miles Friday May 17th

I have had a capital time last night sleeping in a feather bed, this morning
waked [walked] about four miles passed a toll bridge folk? We pass through
Marysvill yesterday and camped on the big blue To night we camp on the little
sandy & besutiful place. Saturday May 18th

A cloudy morning get breakfast goma of the horses put off and the boys are
in pursuit return about 9 A. M, All get ready and start, croas the big Sandy 2
pretty stream go 6 miles and camp on the 1ittle blue in one of the sweetest places
I ever paw I would I could sketch it we are in a basin surrounded and all side by



hill the river winds along on itp banks are nice iree with deep green, which
contrast prettily with the bright green of the grass I can but think of my home
to night I sigh to hear the voice of those at home Mother would you not love to
ges your Marie to night. We are now in Nebraska I sleep with Carrie to night,
Sunday May 19th

A cold rainy, sky get breakfast and start does not seem mmch like sunday.
ride almoat frozen about 20 miles, camp on a beautiful place on the little blue,
Ses another grave after coffees Com Sue Amilis, Nellie and I have a pleasant walk.
Continues cold have a nice fire, Mr, Stoner burns his feet badly MHonday May 20

Arise very early, cold and dreary [Blank pages]
This evening came through Ft, Kerney, a miserable place, bulld of mud and filled
with Soldiers, walk from there to Kerney City about two miles West camp on the
suburbs or some city stop on the Platte have a regular stampede with the horses
they run 20 miles from came in about ten P, M. Friday M 2ith

Get up and get breakfast, the folks are not well this morning, start on our
tramp again very wamm in the afternoon Nellie and I wash our feet at noon go
about 20 and camp on the banks of the Flatte go in bathing in the evening Mrs
Shoules Nellie Sue and I
Saturday May 25th

Arige at l} O'clock start early Carrie, Neal and I walked about 4 miles ssee
nice little brock one such as I have read of clear as crystal & gtrange sight on
the plains as all the 1p muddy I saw eix Antelopes this morning they fired at
them but could not kill them I am glad This noon we thonght‘ to walk up the
hill and kep\t going for a mils but did not reach it at last looks very much [rain]
go & few miles and camp on the Flatte It blows very hard so thet we can hardly
get supper
Sunday May 26th

The wind still howl drearily but thanks to thee kind sun for thy genial
J rays to-us poor wanders on our lonely way Yes this is Sabbath but no church bell

L T
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do T hear T long ch} how I lang for home o day. I visited Mrs, Shoules to dxy.
I heard her play on her Guitar and her sweet volos Memﬂn;ﬁnﬁof’ths!on
‘is sick, Mr Mondget's folks came over and sang and played for us Monday May 27

Your weeks ago to day we left frianis home and Kindred for the land of gold
and strenger Thls is a bemntifal movming we start earley I walk sems 5 or 6 ut
This noon have washed wy dress and stockings whil the girls were bathing and sm
now seated on the grass writing by the sid of the Platte river Every now and th
watching is dark water and listening to their gurgling notes as they sing the sor
of passing away MNothing of importance wntil we get to our camping ground We am
in the midst of a thieving tribe of Indians the Sioux a great many of them come
to ses us Thesdsy May 28th - ‘

A swoet morning, come up to the encampment see their mods of living, do mei
fancy it much oy mind is changed with regard to this class of pecple since I cam
on the plains very materislly We see scme nics bluffs this dzy ome wes grand im
the extreme Potter reached its smmit and planted a dime Feel wery wll to duy
the air 1s nics See ens curiosity vis, anTodlens burial it 1s some 20 £% high
made of stick on the top of which is placed the carps wrapped in his blanket exe
posed to the view of the passers bys to me 1t was a sed sight To night we camp
uiththoradﬁn. David looses his hat, taken by scms of them,
“Wedneaday May 29

Cold and rainy Hurry and leave their rench buy same %o take with us ses
mwlﬁownfmmummmmmm-ulmpu-
taresque soenery this afternoon see snother Indian grave encamp again on the
Flatte River are not disturbed by the Indians
Tmrstey Moy 20 |

Goldggadnraina—;mmtﬂmmotthehomsrnwﬁiam
with the saddle turned fear it will kill iteelf, We find the horse by the assise
tance of Charley one of the best boys there is not very badly hurt Camped again
on the Platte. Friday May Jlst
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Farewell sweet May we love this as the day of thy dsath We pass over some
beautiful country gently undulating See some nice flowers The Indians are
noving their wigwams it is some curious

Lowvely Titslla whither awy

Loves ritternella list while I plsy
Know I have lingered to long on my way
Night ig sdvancing the brigand's abroad
Ilonely Titella has top much to feor
loves ritternolla she may not hear

Cherming Titella wiy shouldst thou care
Night is no darker than thy raven hair

And if thy bright syes the brigand should see
Thou art the robber, ths captive is hs

Centle Titella banish thy fear

loves rittermella tarry and hear

Simple Titella beware ahl beware

Ligt y& no ditty grant ye no prayer
Your light footatep let terror add wings
MuocerrTouin hinself who now sings
Gentls Titella has too much to fear
loves ritternella thou msy not hear
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(Marie Nash Diary, Vol, 2)
to see her, think there is no chance for her recovery, poor child to leave her home
hopes of and find a grave on these lone plains
Tuesday July 23
Do not arise very early this morning feel sick am very all day oh! it is
so tedius to ride when one feels so bad camp al hight in the Huubolt have good grass
Yednesday July <k
Feel very well today climb avery high hill walk a long wey with Charley & Mel [7]
£o all dayep over hills & through valleys do not stop for the rnight until after
dark find a beautiful epring & xood fecd are all very tired gol to cook a supper
Thursday July 25
%ince morning pass through a cunion very stormmy get & head of the train think of
the poor pirl who if alive must puss over this rujged Lilly rvad caup at noon on
gravel ford find scue of londay LCele abion resting for the other part of the train
camp dovm in the valley on the umbolt Fed
Priday July 26
Have & nice meal of fish for our breakfast spotted Trout we «ll enjoy it tat Sue
make a long drive camp at night on the hill side Two men come up and caup at night
with us bring bthe news of tho death of that poor cufferer she dicd at ten lust
night [not dccipherable] very willing we all drop a silent tear over her hupless
fate she was buried this morning at ter at grave ford there may she be at rest;
Satterday July 27
Nothing of iaportancc occured this morning as usal we get breakfast pack up start
went about 20 miles and take our mooring po sbout four miles further and stop for
the night in a meadow with mosquitos as thick as toads af ter a shower Sunday July 28
A wara pleasant morning arise earley have a long tedious drive over sapd hills
that are very deep at night find ourselves 80 miles from where we camped last night

our poor horses much fatipued ancther Fabbath on the pluins ccup on the liustoll
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Honday July 29
Up and off on our tramp again find road quite sandy walk a good deal get so tired
of going but hope soon to rest at noon some Indians came to our wagon talk good
English have some fun Sue nsmed one of them he szid he had our name in the afternoon
very sandy camp on the Humbolt on a sand bluff Tuesday July 30
Pass over some of the worst sand hills 1 ever saw wzlk alzost all day am so tired
at night that T can hardly step stop on that horrible Vusholt.,
Wednesday July 3lst

Next month we shall be in California if notly twelve weeks to live in the wilder-
ness Oh I am tired of 1t Dow saw Gilm {Gilen] at roon we saw a house & felt that we
were through with the worst of our journey We camred on the lumholt

Thursday JAupust 1
Tramp traun I hoped before this to have heen tirough have some high hills to pass
over see where old John died caup on the Husboll jo |urdeciprorable] and hear then
[undecipherable]

rriday Animst 2nd

Go on within 2 [?] miles of the Humbolt sink get there about noon stay there until
the next wmorning cut hay for the Descrt The lurge trains over take us there g

Saturday August 3rd
Go to the s/nk of the Huabolt get there shout five rood roads bub awful water camp
by the side of the Huubolt slue I shall never see the river apain I am glad
Sati.}fday Aug &
Commenced our tramp at mid night last night came 26 miles to Plntan [7]

Sunday Aug Lth
Find oumselves in the midst of a barren treeless plain with no water but salt the
vind blows the sand into our faces and it is very unpleasant est our supper in the
wagon I ride Lewez tonight start at nine ofelock for to "inish cur desert trip

Monday fAaug §
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Get into camp about six in the morning and we are away from the Humholt & across
the desert with all of our horses camp on the Carson river very vod water start at
eleven go eipht miles camp on the Carson for the night pleasant but for the stench
of the Carcasses which are left here

Tuesday Aug 6

Co this morning about eight miles and camp on the hanks of the carson the shade
of some nice large trees in company with several other The Governor with his
retinue cume saw a nice horse die Towards evening start for the desert I ride fielly
go twenty miles

liednesday Aug 7
Feel so tired but stir arcud & feel hetter valk some see the valers that come from
the mires also some miners cabins and huts pase through Chirae toun see 2 natives
camp on the Carson an o fmpire ity & small plice Go aver to be weighed go 97
llave a fine sing in the evening

Thuraday iung &

Leave Empire City with The “toners upps Potber Lyons “ingen Downer [?] Sell Cook
Dunphrey “weeds [?] reach Carson £ity ™“ra. "hules finds her friends stops with
them CSee Miss Clapp Go on as far as Jenoa and camp there for Lhe ni ht Dow sees
some of his old mates

Yriday Aug 9

Apain we commence our Journey a few of us pass through swe£ soume beautiful country
commence to ascend the mountain see more gzrandeur than I ever im[-]a;ined inmense
mountains covered with evergreens with clcar water leaping down its sldes Dow sends
our baggeme on makes ever load lighter camp on a troub Creck in a pretty place
“aturday Aug 10

Get a very earley start go 15 miles over hills on this grade camp at night on
nice little spot near a blacksmith shop good water eat off from a large rock

Gunday Aug 11

The first news I have this morning is the Eliza is sick we wait for her some time
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nully fasten her to the lLuwek of the wuagon and drag her 2long for about 2 miles
wn she could do no more stop for a short time see her fall ard =fier a preat
21 of suffering expire all feel bad to have the faithful old creature on the
~d come to a hotcl where the Land lady treated us to fruit & eatables go on to
2 next hotel for now [?] whore a gentleman treats us to veretables very nice
ip near Cox's station for night

‘onday Aup 12

ct up this morning and perceive that the hogs have eaten up my bread finish
the mountain road to day now stop at iLhe Union houte {ue ir very sick caap

niee place Orelby every thing nice znd clean
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