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GARLAND JEFFERSON MAHAN'S DIARY
TRIP TO MONTANA BY OXEN TRAIN FROM COLE COUNTY MISSOURI

Age 25 Years

Monday, Aﬁril'IBth, 1864, bStarted from home in pretty good spirits,
crossed imto Moniteau Countys 2 P.M. Camped six miles from California
15 mi.

19th = California pretty site for town but not compaqtly built.
Cooper County has general appearance of wealth. Good bulldings, pretty
farms, Etc. Traveled 18 mi.

20th - Boonville very pretty town, good houses Etc. Rained all
day.

21lst - Crossed river in great emigration from Hannibal and adjoin-
ing countles. Steanm ferry., Saw some relatives, Town 'W. C. Haver Co.
Reached Boon'sborough 1ittle place. Camped. Rained very hard in night.
Traveled 14 mi.

22 =~ Cattle all got out, bué after little trouble getting up, start
through much mud., Reaclied Glasgow considerable little town on north
side of Mo.rrdiver. Tobacco factory and'otherl?uainesa done he;e.‘:
Pretty mounds. Crossed two or three crazy 522%%;3; one over éﬁg;ikkan
River, Great emigration from all thesea counties, Ferry the river by
ropas. River large as the Osage. Traveled up the Charlitan river for 2
miles and camped. Traveled 15 mi.

23 ~ Rained very hard in the night and on morning of 23rd still
raining. Lie by on account of rain till 5 o'clock when we start thxough
rain, water and mud knee deep. Travel 2 miles and camp. Charlitan
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county very rich waxy land so far,




Sunday 24th = Rained all night and day. Lay by at Lathawm 18 miles
from Brunswick. This morning walked out t§ the Mo. River. At River had
a view of Saline Co. also had a good view of Cambridge, small town in
Saline. While rambling on bank of river, the steam boat passenger
passed up. At eleven A.M. went in company with Bally to a Baptist
meeting, * Rather inferior preaching. “;h merciful God wa thank These
that we can commune with Thee wherever we be,"

25th = We have gone up the Mo. river 40 miles, mud and water near
knee deep, Six miles after starting we came to SCErling Price's farm, a
very rich farm, 3000 acres in farm. Everything has the appearance of
.antiquity., Large barns and sheds look old., House double frame story
and half in form of L. Great no. of evergreena and shrubbery of all
kinds, pretty parden and farm very rich black loamy land. 1 mile from
Mo. river, 5 miles from Heitsville, 7 from Brunswick. 400 acres in
prairie, 200 in timbezr. Camped 1 mi., of Brunawick after wading through
mud and water every step of day's travel, Traveled 15 mi.

26th = Tony got loose and ran daway. Followed on track about miles
Up next morning started in pursuit, finally he was found by Baily at
house 1 mi, from camping ground. Started 12 A.M. Reached Brunswick
little town onm south side of river. Ferried Grand river at 4 P.M. Now
in Carol County. Not so good land as Charlitan County. Traveled 8
miles,

27th =~ Started through rain. Rained on us till 12 A.M. when we
stopped to lay by, till morning. Traveled 9 miles.

28th = Very ecloudy and drisly. Lay by half of the day on account
of the rain. Traveled 7 miles and camped 1 mile éf Carrolton.

!

29th o Breakfast over we started through the mud as usual. Beau-

tiful prairie, came to Carrolton before the prairvie. Carrolton small
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towa county seat of Carroi county. Traveled through eight miles of
prairie. 1 wagon (mares) mired down to hub. Had to double team and put
8 or 9 yoke of oxen to a wagon to get out. Traveled about 4 miles. In
the afternoon we camped on the wet muddy prairie.‘ Chained our cattle to
wagonfa wheels till morning. Morning got up and 1 }oka cattle gone,
Hunted till 9-A.M. when found them back on the road 6 miles. Traveled
15 mi.

*30th = Up and started through the prairie, which i{s muddy undu=
lating prairie. Presents an imposing and 'beautift.xl'viaw. Traveled 7
miles. Carrol County great deal of prairie., 18 miles long and 7 wide
Ray County. Camped at an old store. I rode off to hunt corn and got
bewildered and knew not where to inquire the way tt; but finally got
back. This County mostly plains, generally rich, mot much wealth.
Traveled 14 mi,

May lst = Sunday & beautliful morning, ”Sﬁying seems here. Trees
budding out. Some have small leaves. Birds are einging and things seem
to adore Nature's Gode "Oh merciful parent, help us Thy creatures to
improve the Spring of -1ife; that we may be prepared for the Autumn,

Lead us in the waya of wisdom and holiness."
2nd = Cur travel today has been over plains mostly. Counties are
good grazing, fine grass. OGreat deal of cattle.and mules ralsed here.
Live all winter. 15 miles,
3rd ~ Big frost melts off and them pretty morning. Rolling plains,
1724

rich land. At 3 A.M. reached Miribile, little village in Caldwell Co.
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&aféwell mostly rich prairie. After camping one of our party (an Eﬂgliah—
man from Saint Louis who has gotten the‘éppellation of;Hajor) put his

hand up 05 his neck and clawed off aoﬁéthing; and ho;;;;gliéhin his
fingers asked (What kind of bug do you call that what bites s07)
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"luats a tick you green gourd you saw one. A tick is it? It was then
explained to him., He wondered., Camped in éliqton County, mostly plaina.
Traveled 15 mi. |
Vusg (Pres ,
4th = Jap Cameron a Mo, small town on railroad in Clinton County,
35 milea from St. Joe. Camped in De Calb Cos Traveled 12 mi. This
Co. moatly plnins, very rich. Stock raising.
5th - Up, beautiful undulating plains out of Clinton and into Da
Calb are beautiful plains, vgéy richs Thinly populated. Camped,
Traveled 20 mi.
{Omitted) (?5;w1u”f"€
Ed. Allen is arrested as a deserter. On an open prairie Bally, Major,
and I are riding in £front of wagons. We spy a black object, which on
nearing find to be a skunk., We chase, Major dismounts gathera chunks,
commences to pelt M;r Skunk the first he;héq ever seen.  "What a smell
he has!" Major exclaims. I and Baily ;B;r with 1aughter‘at‘thor'a
_antics, Finally dispatches him, we start on. Passed through Marysville
little town in open prairie, Camﬁed. Great grazing ;ountry. Traveled
1% miles.
6th = Our travel today has been through pretty rolling prairie
rich land Andrew county. This Co. land is very rich pf;irie timber
scarcer than other counties below it, great grazings Camped, traveled
12 ml. mostly plains. | '
7th ~ Up and by 7 A.M. strike into Nodaway Co. Our travel so far
has been in this county, extremely xrich plains. This Co. mostly plains
great grass country wough houses and population. Crossed Platte river
at 4 P.M. ?hallow stream graés grow; to edge of water large as Moreau.,

Beautiful ecenery, Camped 10 mi. of Marysville. Traveled through rain

and mud 6 hours. ‘Traveled 14 miles, prairie mostly.
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8th = Sabbath day no church in reach therefore lye around camp all
day. '"Bless us Oh Lord and preserve us from sin." We traveled 4 mi.
today. Crossed Minge ereek hy blocking up wagons. On other side of
this creek is the most wild and romantic ecenery that we have seen yet,
long green grass along the bills and bottoms of this creek and the land
Joosa and mellow. Dark and caumped in the edge of prairie. Traveled &
ni. Those river Cos., allvéqéiriq mostly. 4 miles,

"9th - Today we traveled mostly through‘prairie crossed (102) one
hundred and two small streams.

Omitted pages through Marysville but very iong look into county
seat of Nodaway named for its length. Camped, traveled 15 mi, Rained
all day. Nodaway County rich prairie not much timher.'

10th - Up and started through 12 miles ﬁrairiea(ﬁAt 12 AM. crossed
the Mo.  line into Page Co, Campéd in Page Co. on ﬁbdaway river size of
Moreau, runs through Nodaway Co. in Mo. traveled 14 miles. -

1ith - Started through prairie passed through C;arinda small un-
compact town. There are numbers going to éhe new Territory from thie
part of Iowa, The emigcation across the plains this spring is doubtless
greater than has ever been known befoxe. Traveled 15 miles and camped.
This portion of Iowa is all prairie,

12th - Started at 6 A.M. through prairie crxossed Nishabashana River
at the ferry. Road lined with wagons on both sides of river, some going
to Calif., Idaho, Nevada, Ozegon, Denyer and. Colorado, Thera perhaps
never was as great emigration across the plains ﬁostly from Mo. Traveled
20 miles.

13 = Passed Sidney in Freemont Co._ffrgveleanO miles.

14 ~ Traveled 14 miles through;pfét;§ scenery high hills Etc.

15 = Sunday la§:by all day.
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16 = Rode to Omaha a distance of 27 miles, passed through St. Marys
small town ~ Saw Bellview to the left on the Mo. river. Passed within
two miles of Council Bluffs considerable little village at the basé of a
range of picturesque hills 300 miles long. -Prairie on either side of
those beautiful hills. They are from 2 to 5 milea from the Mo, river, 6
milea from Coi;;lci.l Bluffa and come to the ferxy opposite Omaha. There
are (405) four hundred and five wagons at the river walting their turn
to cross mostly bound for California. Crossed the river 1 mi. from
river to town, but had a good view of the town quilqa bafore getting
there. Presents a gradual slope to river, hills,'pretty landacape.

This is the most buslomss town West of St. Louis_at{this tima., Very
large and extensive stores about 70 in numbgr,_ Here saw buffalo robea,:
wolverine and various wild animal skins. Also ﬁ:; Jag éollqrs in gold
dust from Bannok Idaho mines. One qué%tz 1ump:of é150, one hundred
fifty dollar size., Other sizes from pin head.tﬁggafden pea. Missourdl
river about half mile wide here. |

17th = Still laying by. -

, 18th = Crossed Mo. river opposite Plattsmouth uncompact small town
but very much business done here. West of town rollinmg hills dotted
with low trees everything 1qpking wild and romantic. Campad one mile
weat of town. Traveled &4 miléa. Thialia Nebraska.

19th = Traveled 2 miles and comped in prairie 2 miles from Platts—
moutha .

20th - Got up. Gus was taken sick in the night and still no better
and rathexr unwell my self. So back to Plattsmouth at 7 A.M. to get ax,
shoes and coffes.

21st ~ He 4is well enough to. travel this moxning. This moxrning

Baily dissolved partmership with Moore and started back to Mo. 1600
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wagons have crossed river at Omaba in the,ld;t week., 700 St. Joe, 800
Nebraska City, 400 at Plattsmouth. Greatest emigration is to Calif.
Next greatest to Idaho (Bannock) almost all freighting.

22 - Sabbath day traveled 9 milds and camped- after crossing Salt
Creek lurge a8 Moreau. Water salty numerous f£ish in thia creek distance
from Plattemouth 30 wiles prair:le all the way ona parot of road, no watex
"for 10 miles. We are now In sight of Platte Rivef. Ommitted on the
Z2let. " We passed a man with a drove of Cashmere goata,-ZZ in number
bound for Calif. They are worth $500 in cash where he started. They
promised $1100 in Cal. 4 kida in the dl;bVé. . Traveled 15 mi.

23xd = Started through prairie 49'wég;na now in sight mostly going
to Cal. On the 21st fell in with Mr. Miﬁg from Franklin Co., Mo. who is
freighting to Idaho having 16 wagons. We have had no timber today, had
to haul it for cooking purposes Etc. ?qéveled agbout 16 miles and camped
at ranch = no wood but well and stock w&égr. TR

24 - Traveled 15 miles through prairie desgééute of timber and
.camped one mile from ranch. Take sick in the night.’

25 - This morning there is 12 head of ﬁxeﬁ ﬁissing but they are
hunting them. They are Ming's oxen., I am better this morning eat no
breakfast got well enough to eat a hearty divner., Traveled all day
through prairie camped at a ranch which is the 6th we have passed this
the best one the ranch—manﬂhaving corn, ples, eggs and coffee for sale
and good spring Etc, These ranchers are the only inhabitants in .this
part of the country. They live exclusively by trading with Emigrants
buying and exchanging for sore footed cattle, selling hay and corn.
Traveled l@ miles.

26 -~ aur travel today h@é been_;hréﬁﬁh aﬁ'éxtensive plain level and

beautiful. On the right 9 miles from the road wa have a good view of
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Platte river, to the left 1s an expansive plain, At a distance we can
see timber perhaps 15 mi. from the road. We have had no water or timber
for a distance of 30 miles. 4‘kfﬁ{ Came in sight of the Platte River
after being out of sight bfdit for 15 miies. Level bottom camp on Elm
Creek at a deserted old ranch. 'Traveiédllé miles. Ommitted. Saw a
tame antelope at ranch., This bottom whigz}: e cdlled Platte bottom is
very rich and level from 3 to 10,milesJ§&§;, ﬁumeroua antelope deer and
corn this bottom. Saw 2 beaver peltg;;t'ranch, 7'm11éa from, we camped.

27 = We started through prairie bottom bp Platte River 9 mi. travel
came to mound at Clear CGreek also ranch at Clear Creek half mile of
Platte River. At camp this evening, saw the fir;; Indiana 4 in number 1
had red blanket, 1 a white blanket other 2 calico shirts and leather
pants, Their first salutation was, "'haw" shook hands with each of party
took out a paper which had obtained from Indian Agent which read like
this ~ "George Pawnee is a goud'Indiaﬂ give hi$.10¢ an old shirt, cap or
anything." We most of us ggve them money tin'cuga*and coffee as they
could not be put off. Had their bows and arrowas, tomahawks with "fix-
ings" for smoking. After. supper gave them 25¢ apilece to dance around a
minute or two, and wanted mora money gave them heap money as they said
to dances They finally left, went across on an island and camped till
morning. The ranches in thils part of the country are of various material
- some dug into a bank with but one side logs others made of sod cut 12
inches by 18, put up and covered with poles amd dirt on top. Many have
grasa wooda and growing vegetables on them. Traveled 15 miles.

28 - Platte River along'here is from 1 to 2 miles wide, 2 to 4 ft.
deep, many pretty ialanda*ﬁrpm 1/2 to 10 acres. Some have tall trees

elm, cotton-wood willows and corh_gfdﬁing'bﬂ'them. Other small ones

have only willows from 2 to éuft. high. 1In some places -lslands resemble
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daose hiip2lopo, they aie 0o NUREEDUSS Mo water but xiver number of
antelope, deer, silver fox badgers, wolverines, kiotes and misc. animais
along here. Traveled 15 mi. and ca&ped on Platte river.

29 - Beautiful Sabbath morning moved camp ahoué.perha?s 10 miles.
Pretty scenery along river here. Blue, red white flowers hide their
heads among the low Bhrubbery. Some reaembl:l..ng touch me nots in shape,
fragrant as the rose and dwarf grape vines climb up the low bushes pex=-
fuming the alr with the fragrance of their blooms. There is nothing
more sweet smelling than the grape bloomes Numberiess isles some not
more than rod square. .Made 10 miles.

30 = Traveled up the Platte River ail days. Comped 1 mile of Platte
River. Traveled 16 miles. - :

31 - Traveled 13 miles. |

June lst ~ We are this torning in 50 miles of Fort Kearney.
Traveled 15 wi., and camped._i”

2nd = This mornlng Mogre and ouzx wagon; left Ming's train and we
started on our own two Wagpﬂs_oniy together., Stopped at 1l A.M. to
noon. All the countzry nearby from'Piafn;mough along this road is
prairie. Cloudy and drisly, the weather since we crossed river. Fine
till this evening some indications of rain. Traveled 13 mi. and camped.

3 = At 11 A, where we camped came in sight of Fort Kearney |
though 7 miles from it. At 3 P.M. we arrvived at Fort Kearney a military
post on the south side of Platte River. A few families live here. Hexe
we also got letters from home.

Military are prggaring-to_atoP a train.fgom Franklin Co., Missourl
for using disloyal laﬁéuage,,hurtahing for Jeff Davis. One mile above
the Fort Q; passed Kearney City_q?péiﬁégabie_litple town, several
stores. Traveled 16 miles and'caﬁﬁééiiu;@.:of river on telegraph road.
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Ativ - Lay by 2 ud. from Foul Kearney untdll 2 PuM. Sav U. solauw
and Nelse Martin., Traveled 6 miles and camped.

5 ~ Holy Sabbath day. We thauk thee Oh Lord for thy mercies
bestowed the past. Keep us from sin, Lay by all day.

6 = Great numbers of Buffalo carcaseés_along here. Camped.
Traveled'19 miles.

7 = Several overland egoaches passed’&qlggd?y. They travel 100
miles per day. The line 1s owned by Ben g&low;;. We have traveled up
the Platte from Mo. River for 50 miles. Have been in sight of Grand
Island, the moat notable island in Platte River. Passed some good
‘ranches. They are all made of sod or "adoba" covered with the same.

8th = Pretty morning. Started at & A.M. Saw 2 antelope., Our
travel still is up the Platte., On the H;i side’ of river could be seen
wagons scattered from 2 to 30 in a train ga»faqfaa the eye could reach
and dowa the river. Made 21 mi. i g N

9 - At 12 o'clock came to Gilﬁépf;g(whiéﬁ is a ranch). Had to go
2 miles to right of road to get grqﬁﬁ;?when came to it, it was the best
on our travels from Mo, river. Traveled 17 milea,

10 = Friday. Numerous Buffalo carcasses along road from Ft.
Kearney. At 11 A.M, came to Cotton-wood, Military Post 50 houses, log,
all newly put up. Military stopped a train from Franklin Co., Mo. at
this place to look for U.S. ﬁistola.T'Taakez from train. One of our
oxen's foot has been sore for a week, It is the foul or "foot evil" as
1t 1s ¢alled. It still is but little better. Put hot tar sulphate of
copper on it. Traveled 18 mi. N

11 - ?anchen every 5 to 10 milés from Ft. Kearmey this being the

Overland Stage route, Most of ranchea inferior, some good especially

stage stands. Camped after traveling 15 mi.-
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12 ~ Sabbath day compelled to travel 9 miles when camped at 1 P.M.
for the night. Turned one of our oxen out of the yoke owing to foot
being so eore 1t could not travel in yoke. Drove him on behind wagon.
Traveled 9 miles.

13 =.Today passed 0O'Fallons Bluff. Nothing more than a ranch and a
trading post &t tha base of low sandy bluffn;. Here river rums tov river
thence turning off through bluffs for 8 miles then back to Plattae
bottom. After eravelling till 5:30 camped, 'Thgnae; storms came up
interfered with supper, a good deal wet ua;ﬂ}L;y~down to sleep with wet
clothes on, slept right well after they dried, Traveled 16 miles.

14 = Tuesday still cloudy but not rainy. Pasaed Alkaiai Station at
11 A,M. Some Alkalai water here, Here saw H. Clay Ewing of Jeff Cify-
Said he was as glad to Bee m;eaa a relat;onﬁibecauée from the same
vicinity but not more glad than I was to see him. Also saw Al Baker of
same place. This is 50 miles from Julesburg. Camped on a pretty ele-
vation half mile of river behind the hills on'the other side of platte.
We could see the red pretty sun &eclining a preqty gcene, Trave 17 mi.

15 - Rained again last night but clear this morning. Breakfast at
9 o'clock this morn and then started at 10:30. Now in sight of river
again. On the left is a pretty plain ﬁotteq'ﬁith numerous yellow blooms
of cactus, On the right is the rbi;inélfiattg,ﬂirar.* Number of hacks
passed us today bound for Calif., Some very finé 1;oking ladies. They
wore masques to prevent‘ﬂunﬁurn. This hack féain was from St. Joe.
Three men along from Jeff City. Traveled 9 miles,

16 - Up and started at 7 1/2 A.M. At 10 A.M, fell in with Gibsons'
TrainlfromlCooper county, Mo, Joined their train. There are now 9
wagons and 2 hacks in the train. Aﬁ{ll?h;ﬁ. came to and camped at 01d

Californla crossing of Platte River 200 miles from Fort Kearney and 210
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from Denver. River very high, iighex tﬁdn han been dn 20 years. Some
arc crossing by lashing 3 or 4 wagon beds together; and taking runniag
gear of wagons apart and piling it on this temporary boat, then putting
thelr freight on and pushing the boats across with oars and swimming the.
stock., Traveled 8 mi.

The great’ flood or "mountain of wvatezr" as it ia called, has washed
Denver a great part of it away, drowning many pexsons. Some houses were
seen floating down with lights burning in them. .Tha inmates of them
could be seen through the windows.. Humdreda who wara rich haye'heen
reduced to beggary by having their all washed away. -

Fri 17 - Lay by all day waiting for river to fall. But others mora
eager to push forward on journey are crossing'thé;r goods in boats made
of their wagon beds, then tﬁ;ﬁ swim their stock over. .

18 - still lying byt‘:Thin AJM, thé;bréamélﬁp_tpe most violent hail
storm I ever witnessed. Hail fell larger, than a hen egg. The forked
lightning and thunder so rapid and so little Intermission between them,
it was hard to tell one from anotﬁer. There wabs a man and his boy
killed on the opposite side of the fiver'by 1@ghtq%ng while at supper.
Also three killed a mile or 2 above the river and one stunned. One man
alsc drowned at Calif, croasaing and one or two above.

19 - Holy Sabbath Day. ''"Merciful pareat keep me from sin this
day." Lay by all day. )

.20 = Moved up the river 6 miles above the old Cal. crossing and
commenced lashing our wagon beds togetherito cross the South Platte. We
are now 180 miles above Ft. Kearney.

&l = T?day we got wagon beds formed into a boat and made a trial or

first trip., Landed on opposite shore without trouble, the wind being in

our favor. Towed up 100 yds and started baéﬂ;ﬂbut a cloud and hard wind
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came up, 80 that we had to haul to an Island and lay by until nearly
dark. I was taken just as we started back but had to sit on a cross bar
and swing to water in boat till got to island above named when gat out,
got some willows and an oar and lay down ipi the sun. The island was
muddy and: I had a very ‘hard time, being todiaick to eit up. But at
least landed 2-miles below where we started in and I got to camp weary
but not so sick. s .

22 ~ Today got mgdici;ggbf Dr. Stine. Better this evening.
Crossed 2 or 3 loads today;:xﬁoatmen took bedding and “grub" over and
camped on opposite side of river.

23 = Sold our lame ox yesterday and bought a 3 yr. old cow. Got
(537.50) about half value for our ox. Not so sick t;ﬂa‘. The boys sunk
a'part of our boat. Did not damage gooésgﬁuchr

R

24 = Fed pretty well today ’

25 = Got moat of our pgoods over rivéé'QéQﬂy

26 = Sabbath Day. Today finishedléétﬁhng our goods and also stock
over river., Swam our stock over rivere. "

27 ~ Started again on our journey this morning at 7 1/2 o'clock.
Came to Ash Hollow at 4 P.M. Ommitted. We were 11 days at Platte river
before got across., There are two vp;y afeep descenta in road down Ash
Hollow. The firat being the worst it being so éteep‘in Z places that
some of train had to lock:-all wheels of wagons dnd take off all but o;uhffﬁ
yoke of cattle, This is a romantic lcoking ?1ace where we came to the
top of Ash Hollow hill rougﬁ‘craggy rocks seeming ready to tumble down
on our heads. High bluffs and cedars mark the general appearance of
this noted‘hollow. The hollow in many plﬁces, (down which the river

runs to the North Platte river fiomjsumﬁ;q of hills) is 5 miles wide..

It was here Gen. Harney had a pretty hard fight with the Siam Indians a
iy
o Ladbge P
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yua® or two ago. We now come to North Platte and camp. It 4s 22 uiles
from where we started from this morailng (S#uth Platte)}., Traveled 22
miles. 3

28 ~ Our party killed 2 antelope today and we feasted highly on
this most.excellent meat. Tﬁey c;n be aaeﬁ all day here also large
white wolves and kiotes are numerous here. Traveled 12 miles, Good
deal of sandy road. .

29 = Some sandy places today had to double teams to heavy loaded
wagons. Oux travel .today still has been up North Platte. Traveled 15
miles.

30 ~ Camped at a spring to left of rdad,'ZbO yds. before crossing
a clear creek, Traveled 15 miles.

1 = July = Friday. Thunderstrom last,night cool north wind this
morning., Started at 6 1/2 P.M. At nine came in sight of the court
house rock. This singular Bhaﬁédafoxﬁation which'is not rock as it is
called. At 20 mi. distant seems to ba.a h6G§e:ﬁi£H round top as dome.
It is 300 ft. high and covers an area of about 5 acres. It is a com~
position of clay and sand cemented till it forms a kind of rock, - Thou=~
sands of names or autographs cover the face of this strange structure.
I could also see the chimney (or chimney rock) 40 milea distant., Could
only see the chimney g; sun é;gzgﬁahich at a distanca resembles an old
dead tree deprived of its branches, At 6 P.M, came opposite tha courk
house rock where we camped, having made 19 mi.

2 = As we progress the chimney appears more distinct. At 2 1/2
P.M. I left the train on horse back and started for this towering object
which was now elght wmi. distant, starting quartaring acrose the plains
fxom the r;ad (which_runs.in 2 mi. of-&ﬁéhcﬁimnqy);A‘bﬁrﬁearing it; it

proved to be of a conical shape up tothtequgqgﬁimnai-parh. Alighted

e W -
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Lxom  r howge ang began to ¢limb the hil. tv the chimney. Clivied Lo
second bench about 15 feet, about half way to top. This rouk is ilke=-
wise cove%ed witih person's names the oldest date that could be seen
1849, Wrote my name in 2 or 3 places and depcended by putting feet and
hands in the niches: This rock is 300 ft. high, the stem 150 ft, Base
covers 5 acres. &Stem at top 20 ft. across. It ie composed of clay end
sands It 1s not dndeed a reck. I extracted some kind of bones from
base of stem which proves that there was a deluge. . The bone was a very
fine texture, This sublime object,'unl{ke the "court house rock” is in
the vicinity of other towering hills and about 3 miles from the south
side of the North Platte, 18 miles down the river can be seen the court
house rock, it being 8 miles from any other elévaﬁion. Tt and the
neighboring hills present a grand and romantic scene. What emotions
£111 the Boul of the spectator as he stands on the. side of the chinney
and gazes down on these hills and the extensive valley af the Platte,
the river from here seeming as a small creek. Some of these hills are
conical; others have the appearance of cities, distant towers Lte. We
encamped opposite the chimney rock, having made 16 miles.

3 = We enjoy another Sabbath day. Oh Lord keep us from sim this
day. We had to start contrary to many of -our wishes. Lay by at 11 A.M.
Traveled 8 mi. About 12‘o'clock'6 of ourmparty.started out hunting.
They were gone till 6 o'clock when they.céme galloping up to the corral.
On arriving we learned that the Indians were in pursuit. One of them
was 80 frightened he could hardly speak. They had chased a black tail
deer through the hills down into a canyon; when one of them elevated his
gun to shoot but spled. the red men a 1itt1e‘égg¢e beyond coming toward
them. They wheeled, mada towazd caﬁp;thé-Iﬂﬂiana following 200 in

aumber, within 300 yds. of cawp when they stopped. The greatest confusion
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srev ded, egpecdally wio b Lhe women., Ve correlied our stoek and heavd
no wore of them by morning ~ made 8 miles.

4th - Came to Scotts Bluffs at 2 P.M, These bluffs pot their name
by the death of a trapper, wio in company with his félloWﬂtrappers was
returning to the states from the mountains, Scott had been sick 3 or 4
days snd on gettilang to thesa bluffs, he had.g?own 8o bad that they lLiad "
to leave him on one of thosé.bluffs and push on on.account of the hostile
Indians. Some men a few yearaaiater in passimzg through here discovered.
hia bones not fax from where hia‘compaqioﬁé had left him. They are the
most grand and romantic scenery we have seen on E;e road. Made 19
miles. l

5 - Passed numerous Indians on the road today. All seem friendly.
Saw a camp of about 700 just across the Platte from where we camped.

-

Traveled 21 miles. R I

6 ~ 1 have been suffering from tﬁé pain of é4féilon'for.3 days, at
times extremely, 17 miles.

7th - Got to Foxt Laramle I hardly knew when on account of the
pain I endured. That agonized suffering wﬁile we stoppad here I endured
for 2 hours. Wase almost delerioua. Doctor Stine cut it open, then was
a little better. Croassed Laramizdriier ori the toll bridge half a mile
up before coming to Ft. Laramie. Also cama in ;iéht of the black hills,
they being 30 miles off. Made 15 miless

8th - Lay by today to wash Ete. My thumb that has the fellen on

still grows worse. I have suffered the most intense pain the last 3 or

4 days.

9 ~ Slept more last night for pain.- Made 5;piles.
10th ~ Holy Sabbath Day. Lord'keepius from sin this day. We have
to travel today. We are now 15 miieﬁ“f:oﬁ?fﬁéffﬁm at the base of the

(16)
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blar  hills, As we ascend from the base the most grand and beautdfnl
scenery bursts forth on the eye of the traveler. These hills are
covered sparsely with low pines. 1In one of these 1s an Indian wound in
his red blanket and put away this being the fashion ﬁf the Suea tribe of
burial. As I ride along in front of the train I can see the North
Platte to.the right up in the hills 1/2 mile distant. It makes 1ts way
through perpendicular bluffa 300 ft. highs All is calm save the chatter
of a blackbird with white wlﬁga pecullaxr to these hills. That breaks
the grand stillness by its chattering. Craggy blufifs and Ete. make up
the grand scene. DBeyond us straight ahead we have a dommanding view of
Laramies peak 75 miles distant we saw this befofé getting to the Fort
100 miles distant. It looks like a blue cloud at this distance. Had it
not been fox the pain of the felon I cpuid.have enjoyed_:hia scensg
wonderfully. Suffered extreme pain‘md;t.éfrall'da?. Traveled till late
in the night before we came to water or grass. Oﬁf:rOute lay over the

black hills. Broke one wagon axle, tires ran off two others. Made 24

»

mi., Camped at 8 1/; o'clock. ' *

11l ~ One of our oxea dled with azéiseasekaimilar to the Murrain
last nigh;, leaving us with 2 yoke ané.aﬁ odd cow. How are we to get
along? Suffered the most extreme pain last nigh;‘with my thumb was
nearly crazy for some time. Dr. gaVe me morphﬁﬂe then did not suffer so
much, Reated some in the night. Had my thuﬁb eut open tha second time
thie moraing. It now feels better, We have 1ay by all day today.

12 - Had a rough road and long dry hills, literally barren 1in our
route today. We are still in sight of Laramies Peak. Its looking like
a blue sky. Saw cedars and pine growth. Traveled 14 miles.

A

13 - Four or five head of cattle died out of *the train last night.

There has been no grass and very little water fér;éo wiles, Lay by.
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14 ~ Lay balf of today when we broke camp, after being here 1 1/2
days. A fine spring stands by numerous trees. This is truly a wild and
romantlec place. Here grows the goose barry, currant, the wild plum, red
haw, sarves Berfy and the straw berry. Here in the thicket or cluster
(which 18 so densely thick din many places that 1t is impusaible to see 3
ft. 4n aHvanc%) here on the'edges of this creek, which forms from the
spring 1s nearly every variety «qf gro:th( Made 10 miles.

15th - Todoy we hunted & mo. of wagons on 10 miles to Luparill d
creek, They had been robbed by the Indiang.camped on iZ;;IJL:reek. Tha
Indians are committing horzible acts al&ng'ha:e, tobbing and murdexing
emigrants., 20 mi,

16 = Lay by

17 = Qur train buried a man and child (little girl 9 yrs. old)

found on the road yesterday. They wére.killed by the Indians a day or

two ago. They hava taken all llttle squads that have passed along for
35 miles along the road. Captured |’ tfain of 6 wagons, killed six

men out of 11 and took the anen priaaneren They took all from the
wagona but the flour which they poured on the ground and took the sacks.
Took all the stock. One woman got away at night when they were all
asleep. Travelad 2 nights lying in thé.b}uffs in day. &She got to tha
Ft. today. Hexr husband and the husband of another woman they have yat
are at the same Ft., at Deer Creek wounded, one will die. "The woman who
escaped tells the intereating story of thelr capture and her escape,
They had no guarde over her when she got away.: She started off, not
knowing where she was going but happened to gét the right course to the
North Platte river.  She in company with her little boy succeeded iIxt

A
reaching Deer Cxreek, the thixd night"’ﬁter escapiqg, walking barefoot

over the gravel and cactus all tha wqy."fhe*Wbman is an intelligent

s
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persens  There have been hundreds fell vietims to these savages, who
have never been heard of. The Militaxy, who are pursuing them pay they
have several 1000 head of stock that they have run off this spring from
emligrants., Camped at Deex Creek Ft, Made 29 miles,

18 =, Lay by

19 = Formad & train of 44 wagons and astarted again, Travaled 12
miles.

20 - Crossed the North ?;atte River, today on the bridge. Traveled
10 miles.

21 -~ Came to the Red Buttes = these are red mﬁdntains.

22 = Traveled 10 miles. i

23 = From here to Willow Springs is'2b'miles, thera'baing no water
or grass. Camped on Prospect Hill. _Trnveled 10 miles.

24th - Holy Sabbath day. We were compelled to travel today. We
started at 4 A.M. and went 6 miles anéf;ﬁéﬁ lay over at Grease Wood ox
Horse Creek till 5 P.M. when we started and went till 11 o'clock at
night when wa got to Independence Rock on Eweeﬁ Watex River. Passed
laxrge Alkalal Lakes today. Made 16 miles, weary and tired when we
camped,

25 = Crossed Sweet Water river at 8 A.M. Came to the Devil Gate a

ey ‘

very grand and magnificent scene. The river he;g ruhé;gzgpendicular
granite bluffs 300 ft. high. I paased down through the gate, the river
being low so that we could walk on the large rocks that lie in the bed
of the river. This wonderful gap is about half a mile long and not more
than 20 ft. wide in placea.-.I'diacharged'éj:re#nlver here ia the bed of
the river as in the gate the report resounds and makes aa great a noise
as a cannon, Made'? mi. i

26 =~ Traveled 15 miles,
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27 - Passed between some of the mﬁaﬁ grand and appaling paps in the
mountains I have ever ssen. Grent rnqﬁd and every shaped rocks lying on
the tops of these high cliffs aeemed réady to tumble down on our heads.
Miles 15w

28th.& 29th = Had to travel 18 miles without water for our stock.
Camped 18 mi. * .

30 - Lay by till 1 P.M. then traveled 7 milegidhd camped,

31 - sabbath day. Were compelled to travel 20 wmiles today. Camped
on Rock Creek, There has been gold discovered ‘on this and most other
creeks around here, but not enough to pay- 20 miles.

August lst - Got to South é;p, past at 10 here, ‘Lander Cut~off
turnes to the right up the Sweet Water. Miles 9.

2 ~ Crossed the great Sounh-§:;5£25;3€> This is almost level buga
atill is called the summit of this rangekofvntng At the foot of the ;;5;
is the Pacific Springa. The road afterﬁit begilna to descend from the
mount runs down a canyon. Here are some grand and loftﬁ hills on eithexr
elde of the road: Made 20 miles.

3rd -~ We had to travel 22 mi. without.wééer-ér grass, 22 mi.
camped on Big Sandy. ‘

4th - Crossed Little and Blg Sandy creeka, Shallow and sandy
creeks. We are still in sight of snow capped mountains and have begn 8
for ten days. Theae peaks seem to reach almost to. the clouda. A;_;ﬁﬁb
distance they seem like a blue cloud. See them for 80 miles. No grass
today. 16 mi. ‘. * .

S5th — No grass hardly for 15 niles. Ng grass hardly from Ft.

Laramie. Camped 18 mi.
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6th - Crossed Green River this evening; beautiful stream, so clear
the water appears green, 100 yds wide. Camped right opposite where we
nooned, but we made 8 mi. to get there. 15 mi. _
7th - Sabbath day. Lay by. iﬁaﬁk; Eo God that we were allowed éo
keep this day holy. .
8 =~ Today left Green Rivei at 6 P.M.‘;TraQEIed 14 miles.
9th -~ Rough road toda qu‘no'grasqifaf'lﬁ miless Made 18 miles.
10th -~ We are now ?g’m£§§£ from.whefe_ws crossed Green River, where
we left the telegraph lines and turned a N;hlhcouraé. Our route today
has been over hig? mbuntains, wild and romﬁntié.' Deep canyons on either
side of road._gﬁigé hills and deep hpl%?ﬁa has been the characteristic
of the roa; today with ice cold Bp;ipgp gushing from the mountain sides.
At night camped in a low valley. The stars seemed down on top of the
hills they were so high. 17 miles. ‘ !

11 =~ ;:; 9 'grizzly bear tracks this mérﬁing. Had been no travel on
this road for aoéé time., Mired d;wn in a ravine and had to unload to
get out., Cool mountain streams, wild 1un5?éape. Camped at foot of a
mountain. Here was a pretty brook, cgl&:aé-ice that gushed from the
hill and worked its way through the serpentine cluster of aspen trees
which resemble cotton-wood, the leaves always in motlon, white smoothe
bark., 10 mi. traveled. ..

12 =~ Set tires Eiilhﬂ P.M. then ascended the mount. at the foot of
which was Ham's Fork, Clear stream 20 yds. wide then up another mount
en the top of which camped. 5 mi.

13 - Frost 'and ice last night. Lay by today.

14 ~ sabbath. Our travel today. has been of interest. Passed
A

through a pretéy grove of fir trees situated at the foot of a mountain,
1)

shaped like a cone, 2 and 300 ft. high. Climbed and descended high and
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rugged mountains. Crossed a cresk camped on Bear River after travéling
over Bear River mountains all day. Made 15 miles.

15 ~ Caught fine speckled trout from Bear River. Ate to our stomachs
utmost capacity. Train caught two or three bushels. 8 milles.

16 - Pretty vale up Bear Rivér. Up a hill and camped at a ereek 13
mi, .

17 - Up and down tremendous hills. Cgmggd‘li .

18 = Mormon settlement pf 200. Fine‘;haaé.: Wheat not in bloom
yet. Fine grass and water all the way from Green River. Mountain,
seprings and brooks. Pretty valley, rich land, 14 miles.

19 = Wonderful freaks of nature, Lofty mount, covered with pine and
other mountain growthj the pretty vale and the guahin; fountain all con-
spire to show the wondexrful works of God. Got to Soda Springs and
camped. 15 miles,

20 = Lay by all day:' Visited the numerous Alkaline and mineral
springs of the place. Mountains are formed from the sediment or carbon
deposited from these strengs spriogs; Some of them 40 fest abova the
level of the valley. One of these is strangely wonderful, sending forth
a steam of sulphuxr {xom a hole in the top. A rnmhling‘;oiua is heard by
laying the ear to the ground. Like a steam boat in motion, from which
noise it takes tha name of Sulphur Boat.Spring,.Hormon town. irrigate
to make thelr cropsa. |

2], = Sabbath, traveled 12 mi.

22 ~

Ry

23 ~ Lander Cut-o0ff intersects with Soda Springs rock by which we,
came, Commenced raining at 1 P.M. which caused us to lay by till the
morning. Rough road today, no water for 8 miles after leaving Black

(fuio .
font. On our left is a pretty mt. side sparcely covered with high fir
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and quaking aspen trees, On the right is a high mountain so distant
that it resembles a blue cloud that bounds the eastern horizon. Traveled
8 mi.

24 = Clear and coel this morn. Our travel today has been along a
pretty vale at the base of a mountain. Pine, quaking aspen trees,
phrubbery all along the mountain's side and base:. Brooks of water have
been pretty plenty with some springs, fine grass Ete. 16 mi..Camp.

25 = Traveled till dark., Found no drinking water or for cooking
purposes nor for stock., Camped on a high plain. 8 milea of water.
Traveled 17 miles.

26 - No water till got to Johm Gray's Creek and then it was so bad
that could not use ilt. ‘Went om at 1 1/2 P.M, and got gals. of water and
went back te train with it. - Came to Snake river, crossed Lt by ferry
boat and by tow, lock and tackle. It was 9 o'clock. Made camp, had
supper by bank, 15 miles,

27 = Snake river is'a grand and beautiful stream, resembling CGreen
river which we formerly crossed. Leaving Snake River ferry we proceeded
on outr way up this stream. I now contemplate and behold the most beau-
tiful scenes imaginable. - The extensiva Snake river valley stretches out
before us. On our right fqr off may be seen pretty mts.-the most prominent
of which is gﬁg:;;;;;‘gggkighich towers high above the others resembling
a come on a high spot. On our left is a streak of mountains that appear
like dark irregular blue clouds behind which the .glorious sun is declin=-
ing, spreading his red light and on the peaks of the distant hills;

causing Freemonts Peak to look like an immense yellow ball of fire. On
we s8lowly move., The sun now has hid himself beyond yonder high mount.,
leaving a streak of red athwart the Western horizon. Freemont's Peak

now puts on itas former appearance resembling a blue conical cloud. The
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bat has begun to fly around.” To our xight is the pretty Crystal Snaka
river, Up the right hand margin of which we wend our way. To our left
is heard the'howl of numerous Kiotes. We camp at dark having traveled
10 miles.

28 =~ Holy Sabbath., Lay by till 4 P.M. when we moved up 3 miles.

29 ~ Lay by till 3 P.M. to recruit our stock, £fill our water kegs
make all essential preparatiqns to start inta the. great 50 mile desert.
Stgr:ad into the desert at 3 P.M., After traqp@ing 3 miles came to a
lake that was 3 miles wide and five mileagi;ﬁg, which was entirely dried
up, there being no rain here .slnce March., Here was an dmmense quantity
of fishes which had dded in consequence of water drying up. There were
piles of them dead in all th lowest placeﬁ. ﬁgéugh rocky road 5 miles
when we came to sandy road. - About 5'o'ﬁlocﬁ_g,gfeat storm of wind, hail
‘and rain came up. VContinued to drizzle till 11 P.M. at which time we
camped on the "geaert," having traveled nearly half the night. 15 mi.

30 ~ Crossed éJﬁ:;féreek, no water only stagnéted holes. Camped at
a Stage Stand. From this and 30 mi, below we can see off to the right 3
high mountains that tower high above the other mountain elevations.
Those mounts are 150 miles distant' from the road, and are called the
three sistera ;;:thé three buttes.  Traveled 18 miles.

31 - Starting out at 6 A.M, had gone but a mile when we were com=—
pell~® o double teams in consequence of the heavy sand for miles.
Stopped two hours at noon turned our stock out to browse on the sage and
dry grass there being no water im 15 miles yet. At 4 P.M. resumed our
march being compelled to get to ~:'~r hafore striking camp as our stock
were reallg suffering for watow.” - p;occuicd till night when blackness
was added.to darkness by the appearaﬂhe‘of thunder storms. We moved on

until it became 80 dark wa could not see the road. A plan was thén
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deviped. A beacon light was then constructed by putting a man in front
a few xarda to pilot, the advance wagon following close after the light;
the others were ordered to close up and follow close after the advance.
Thus we groped our way, commenced battling with darkness, thunder and
lightnings It did not rain in torrents only moderately, till 12 o'clock
at night when wa came to a-l;ttle creak of water that made us know that
we were over the desert. Then we camped; only broke our wagons having _
traveled 20 miles,

September 1 = Qur road today has been up ; <canyon for 5 miles; din
many places rough and rocky. A meandefing rivulet on our right along
which our road wends ita way; crossing it twice beautiful mountain
scenery on elther side of the canyon. Numerous beaver houses as dams%
are on this creek, proving that they abound here, as also in nearly all
of these mountailn creeks. They are very piéntiful in bear river, dam-
aing up the ptieam every-hﬁﬂ yds for miles,  Here bear abound with many
other vermin. Our road now re-crosses tﬁe Rocky mountains to the Eastexn
side,” Encamped for the night! 16 m;.

4 = OQur trail today has been over the rocky mountains. Not rough
and high hills as at bear river but good road most of the way. Now and
then we would find pretty fertile valleys abounding in fine grass., Some
high and pretty peaks to our left. ' Stage Stations every 10 or 15 miles
along here. Encamped after making a 17 mi. drive.

3 ~ We have been meeting hundreds of stampeders from the gold
mines for the last 3 weeks. Our eyes?}eébtéd on some beautiful natural
scenery today as in the case through every day's travel in the Rocky

mts. Pretty vales encircled by high mountain peaks, some of which are
J

sparsely covered with timber. Traveled 20 miles.
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4 ~ Some elevations, canyon, good water. 55 miles from Virgiula
City, 200 yards to a spring. Traveled 15 miles.

5 - Today we pasgsed through the deep canyon. Here {5 some of the
most beautiful and grand scenes that ever met the eye. Canyons and
cross caanyons, mountains towerdng one above the other like stair stepa.
The sun is forever hid in many places hexe, the mountains being po high.
Here also are several 1littlé brogks that gush down from the mountains
and nmake thelr way into canyon creeks, down which we move. Aftex
emexrging from the canyon we come to Black Tail.pegr Creelk. At thias
creek wea strike an open plain. After crossing this a distance of 7
miles wa again-ascend and déécend mts. long and steep, - Camped, Traveled
20 mi, ,

5‘1"/5)5.').&.'; _ ) i

6 - Came to Striking Water Creek at 11 A.M,’ Came to tall gate at
9 A.M. Got in sight of Virginia City or in Smi. of it at 11 A.M. Here
we camped, Traveled 13 miles, ”

7 = I went into town to see the sights, very businesa place. A
small creek called the Alder Creek Gulch with 50;& mines that hava
attracted so much attention, In this Gulch is mituated Junction,
Hlevada, Central,- Virginia and Bummit Cities all of which seem to bs
almost mining towns. Virginia is the center of the business, also the
finest town, there being many good bulldings. Here is a continual brush
and throng of people. MNothing can ba heard but the cry of auctiomeers
fxom one end of high street to the other. '??gﬁe is a vast amount of
goods of every kind here. Drays-"buaseﬁ;" ;éééhs loaded with hay wood,

vegetables of all kinds and almost blocks up the roads and streets.

This in Shozrt is a business place.

W ; )
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RETURN TRIP FROM MONTANA TO MISSOURL = 1866

Garland J, Mahan

1st January - In the morning cloudy somewhat. Clears off about 10
o'clock A.M..dnd thaws some. BSun shinéa_warm and pleasant t1ll 12
o'clock., Toward 2 o'clock clouds ups Wind blows extremely hard with
heavy snowstorm ‘continuing fifteen minutes then sun shines out. Alter-
nate anow and sunshine till night.

Christmas day sun shone mosat of the day. ngchry 20° below gzero.
About the 25th of Dec. mercury stood 35° below and.oge day or two it

congealed,

Janes 2

#

Clear and windy though pleasant all day. Helena M.T.
Helena M.T.

J.E.C. eaqrs
Deat Sir,
According to my promise and your request, I at length write you.
I should have written sooner but I promised so many of my friends to
write to them, that I scarcely remember who all I owa a letter,
Therefore I presume some will have to "take the will of the deed.”
As you requested I shall endeavor to give you an impartial account of
this country. Since my adveat into this new country {which was in 1864}
there hag been a very perceptible change. There has been a great amelio-
ration and development of its vast resourcea, and it is destined at no

distant day to out-rival any country on this contineut in an suriferous

point of view.
Towns and cities have sprung up as if by magic. We already have a

population of fifty-nine thousand which will be considerably augmented



tisvn seasons This country alone according v statistics produced five
million of dollars last season. The plager mines are extensive and many
of them exceedingly rich; and there are mew discoveries being made every
few days. There has been several towns and cities spring up as if by
magic, Earmidg, Quartz mining, Freighting, Mercantile business., New
discovaries mada vecantly, the richest of which ds in tha Elk creek
country, where (I have been authentically informed, They get from 40 cta
to $1.00 to the pan of dirt. These mines-are in the vicinity of Hell~
Gate river and are represented as being very extensilva,

2nd ~ Started from Helena M.T. (July 1866) aboard a fast mule
train for Ft. Beanton. Traveled 16 milea and encamped. Crossed Ten Mile
creek, six miles from Helena. This is a pretty little stream runningﬂ
through the Prickly Pear valley and‘affo;ding water for drrigating the
other purposes to the numerous férms and -ranches that are located in the
valley,

3rd = Started by sun up having taken somé mbré passengers aboard
' which increased .our number to about f£ifty.. ﬁhésed through Prickly Pear
canon. Big Prickly Creek here cuts its way through masses of rock. Our
road led down this canon 19 miles when we left it turning across the, low
mountains. Myers, King and Gillette are constructing a toll road down

|

this canon, the greater portion of which is already completed, They
have been employing 100 hands building and grgding Ete. “We crossed the
Prickly Pear 33 times in traveling down this canon. There is the most
grand and magnificent scenery on either side of the canon that the eya

ever witnessed., High mountdins some of which are covered with pines;

Others lofty crags and cliffe some of which:seem alnost ready to topple

over on the beholder.
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4th ~ Today 1s the great anniversary of American independence,
though we are debarred from enjoying the cbnvivialities of the day..
Crossed the Dearborn River, the water of which 1s as clear as crystal.
The Indians killed several men along here last fall. - Encamnped for the
night near where some ranchmen had been murdered by the Indlans and
their house burned down. The Blackfeat and Pegan Indians Inhabit thias
country.

*5th - Croased Smoke Riveéwwhichris very rapid'and about 150 yaxrds
wide. These atreams are tributaries othhe Mia;ouri. Encamped for the
night.

6th -~ Drove into Fort Benton this ﬁorniﬁg after a trip of 140
miles. Found 2 boats at the Fort one of which the “Agneé"_was raising
steam to start down. We embarked on this”boat in company with some 25
cother Montanians. About 10 A.M. we started bound for Jefferson City,
Mo. feeling a considerable anxiety to return to our native lénd, having
enjoyed the luxuries, privations, hardships and turmoils of a miner's

a4

life for two or three years.

While sitting on the bow of the boat our attention was attracted to
several small flocks of antelope that were quletly grazing along the
margin of the river, We had not gotton out of sight of the antelope
when several volces were heard to cry out "buffalo" "buffalo" "Look at
them, there they go." We fired about 50 shots from revolvers and guns
into tha herd which numbered about 25;‘Kilii;g but one and wounding
three oxr four others, Our Captain ordered the boat "rounded to" when
about 50 or 60 passengers and hands went ashore to bring their trophy on
board. Th?y wara not gone Iong'whenkfhey made thelr appearance at the
bank and tumbled their game dowi the bank of the river.  He proved to be

& fine young fat gellow.. The greatest excltement prevalled while bringing
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the buffalo aboard. But a short time elapsed till they had him butcheied
and swung up at the bow of the boat,

This excitement had scarcely subsided when "buffalo" again was the
cry. There were two flocks about a half mile apart, the largest num-
bered about 3 or 400, A few miles further and we came on another herd
that word mtorming the rdver. We had the most Intense excitement in
throwing lassoes while they were swimming round the boat, We caught a_
very large one with a lasso, though he escaped but succeeded in cap=
turing a fine fat calf that had been wounded, Passed Maria river about
3 P.M. A few miles below tha Maria, we enjoyad the most mapniflcent
scenery imaginable. There were p&fgmida that seemed to be built by
the hand of art, symbols of huge chufches with thelr spires, other

formations that resembled old fortifications; one of which attracted

—

-~ 4

particular atteation, thdt?of a large face that resembled ; port hole,
Other forms that resembled a brick oz stona wall, every joint seeming
discernible, e
We passed over (Dapaans) rapids about 4 P.M. We have not been out
of sight of buffalo today., They are to be Been in innumerable numbers
on either silde of the river, We pass;d the steamer "Iron City" about
sundown, landed and tied up at dark to await the morning; as it is
unsafe to run at night on account of anégs and sand bars. - Our journey
today has been one of the%mqst animating, excitihg and interesting,
romantle and grand scenery. Innumerable buffalo, antelope, deer,

wolves, wild geese Etc. Etc. have been a perfect feast to the eye of the

spectator. Passed Cow Island about dusk, also passed over several

“rapids."

7th - Our boat which is the "Agneé“ started by day break this

morning. Passed f£ive boats this morning about. light on their tzip up to
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the G. three of which were in one train. They were the "Cora," “Tom
Stephens," "Waverly" (on her second trip uﬁ) "Amanda Foe" and one other,
Beautiful scenery. On our right is a very level and extensive botton,
covered with a luxurious growth of timber, while on our left are high
mountains' with some scattering dwarf pines, and a few buffalo. Saw one
elk and & number of deex, sane aggélope- Noéicad but few buffalo.
Passed streams and steamers Lou Ella, Cora, Qig Horn and Gallatin with
some others, making in all 11 that we have met today. Passed through
mouth of Muscle Shell river. There were & number of Indians on the bank
of the river} they hailed us and wanted us to land but the Captain would
not. They were the Crow Indiauns a?d are very treackefoua. We tled up.
for the night at dark, The coﬁr;elgf.tﬁe rivef has been very winding
today, running to almost eveiy poiant of Ehé compass. Beautdiful dslands
covered with cotton wood ffges; low hills and-Valieys have been the only
scenery of interest today.

.

8 -~ Sunday passed the steamera “Ontario" and "Deer Lodge" on their
v -
way up. The latter one on her second trip. The river until today has
been narrow and clear, but it increased in width till it 1s about three
fourths and im many places over three quarters of a mile wide and is
becoming very muddy. We passed (or'erosse&?) the south of N. Milk river
about noon. Passed several groups of Indians. They halled us and
wonted us to land, but of course were unheeded. Seeing this some of
them pointed thelr guns at ué.' This was above Milk river. Passed two
" desolate forts. The river has aé@éral.aiglbenda; it is so crooked that
we have run to every point of the compass tod;y.- One bend 18 40 miles
around; an§ but 4 miles across. Several others nearly as great. Saw a

aumber of buffalo on either side of the river. ¥Filled so that had come

to the river to get water and s0 could not again'get up the bank. « There
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wers about 150 shots fired at them before the £i1l., Oa either side of
the river have had beautiful scenery today. On either eide has been
vast prairies or plains covered with luxuriant grass, extending as far
a8 the eye can reach. On many places on the prairies are to be secen
emall groups of buffals, elk and deer ffoﬁﬁz te 10 in a herd, quietly
feadings We tie tonight about 200 tr;iliaa_; ﬁ'b__ovekl"ort: Union. Stopped
twice to wood today. There are -no wood yards from Ft. Benton for over
1000 miles below, consequently boats have to cut their own wood.

9th - Rolling plaing has been our only scenery today, Passed "Big
Huddy." Landed at Fort Union a pretty strong fort about 6 P.M, Went
ashore and strolled through the fort, It %B owned by a fur company.
Here were collected numérocus Indlans to get thelr ammunitions. The
various tribes were represented. There Qeré aéme few white men and a )
good ﬁany half breeds. ?assed the mouth of the Yellowstons river Sl;tifg;f"“—%(
miles below Ft. Union. The water is very yellow and does not mix with
the Missourl immediately. : Where it juts into the Missouri, it is over a
half miie wide, River continues to increase in eize. Passed the
steamer Ben Johnson at the mouth of the Yellowstone. She took soldiers
up to the mouth of the Yellowstone. They are going to build a fort on
the opposite side at ‘the mouth of the Yellowater, and about where at
this junction is the line of Montana, Dakota joining it here on the
north.

10th =~ Our scenery today has been mnnotodﬁéb rolling and extensive
plains wilth now and then some low barrenm hills.

1lth -~ Passed the steamer “Amanda" on her way to Fort Benton. O1d
Ft. Clark and Fe. Berthol, both of which are in Dakota Territory. The
former is an old deserted placg;'théilaﬁéqr is yet occupied by the

American Fur Company. There are a feg soldlers at Ft. Union and also at

»

A
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this place, On either side of the river today in many plices have bees
beautiful, extenslve and rich prairies; c;#eied in many places with
luxuriant grass. In other places are low hilla. Passed White Earth
river Little Missourli and hﬁic rivers.

12th July 1866 - Passkd,Ft., Rice about sun up this moraing. This
is a Milicary post, Wind rose about breakfast and we had to tie up as
we could not make out to pilot tha boat. Went ashore, as wa landed at a
pretty bottom covered with luxurient timber and, grass. Saw the first
burr oak, ash, grape vine and other timber that we have not seen pince
we left hone. It was an eftensive bottuﬁ, rich and pretty. Took a
stroll through the woods} 1t was early morning} there was a cool and
pleasant wind, the numerous b;rdb were humming their cheerful notes and
all nature seemed animated and to "Praise its great Creator." We felt a
strange kind of happiness as we grasped with our feet, this virgin sodl
where perhaps man hitherto, had never trod.

At the mouth of the Yéllowatone, night before last, we did not
close our eyes on account of the mosquitos, which. swarmed through every
part of the boat, filling every céevica and corner. The paBsengers were
fighting, scratching, walking and rolling all night and were raised in
thousands of‘xééipa by morning. Ve never saw one millionth part as many
in any place before. Passed Beaver and Grand rivers, small streams.

13th -~ Passed the mouth of Moreau and Big Cheyenne rivers. Passed
Ft. Plerce met the steamer Sun Set. The soldiers preased her at Ft.
Stully and compelled her to return to Ft. Benton loaded with trOOps and

|}‘L I.-‘{

stores. Passed by on the- opposite slde of the river at Ft. Stully as we
did no 1ike the idea of being preaseda; They beckoned us to land but our
Captain did not heed them. Cquptry haa ;een‘muatly level today.

l4th -~ The country todn&iéé uéﬁél, has been mostly level plains,

extending as far as the eye'caﬁ”réach. We have passed many beautiful
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Itirands today; some of them covered wilth luxurieat timber, 'Tied up ior
the night. | |

i5th -~ Sunday = Very pretty scenery on either side of the river
today. Level plains and low hills. Beautiful green grass. About 12
o'clock today we struck the first white settlement. Small fields of
corn was' to ba seen along the banks of the river; this the firet corn we
have seen growing for threé }eais;_:lt made us%qﬁ;nk éf old times, of
our native land and civilization. .Passed iéﬁcton agency. Passed Ft.
Randolph at 1 P.M. Come to Bonhomme Island at 7 P.M. It 18 9 miles
long and a half, to one and a half wide. It is the most enchanting and
beautiful Island that I ever saw. Timber so thick that it looked dark,

’

Through this thick grove of trees were to be seen in many placed beau~
tiful avenues, varying in width from 4 to 30 feet. The thick shade in
these avenues resembled. summer houses; tha branches of the trees meating
above, Some few grape vipeé’ahd ﬁumeroua pea vines in many places. We
have seen & good deal of fine country todays No one could form the most
remote idea of tﬁe hundreds of tﬂouﬁanda of acres of rich and beautiful
lands that are uncultivated in America, who had not seen them,

16th - We have Nebraska Territory and Dakota on the left, the river
being the line. Passed Yancton ebout breakfast. It is the capitol of
Dakota but is a small unimportant village on the left bank of the river.
We still can see two territories at the time; Nebraska om the right and
Dakota on the left. Pretty and extensive bottoms on either silde of the
river. Passed the ldttle village called Vermillion situated at the
mouth of Vemmillion xiver. 'Also passud James xiver, beautiful ialands
and extengive rich prairies. Little farms are becoming numerous; and

things seem to appear like civilization. Passed around a big bend 45

miles and but 7 across by land, on the left after we came to Sioux City
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Towa and Dakota. It la & pretty little town. But little change in the
scenery; pretty Islands and level and exteﬁsive prairies as usual.
Passed the steamer Elk Horn on her way up to Ft, DBenton.

17th - We have had pretty islands agailn today also extensive and
rich prairies, Florence a little village on the Nebraska side of the
river. We now have Towa on?the left and Nebraska_dn the right. Arrived

#

at Omaha, capitol of Nebraska Territory about 6 P.M, There were three
boats ‘there the Denver, War Eagle and Jacob éai:lﬂ 51§verything about this
place presented a lively and business like appearance. The levee waa
covered with ties, raile and freight of all kinda. The cars are running
several miles abova this place, Several passengers got off here.

18th = Passead Plattsmouth, a small town at the mouth of Platta
river. Nebraska Clty a condlderaﬁle town presents, from the river, a
neat and compact appearance and tﬁia is in Nebraska Territory also.
Arrived at St. Joseph at 6 P.M., 1t is ; ;retty eity, good builldings and
compactly builts, The moat lmportant buildings are Acadimua Nunnery and
Paydy House the latter a hotel.,” It was built at the cost of one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars. There ia a railroad connecting this place
with Atchison Kansas which is 33 miles below on the opposits side of the
river, St. Joseph is the most importaht place west of St. Louils, there
belng an immegae amount of out fitting done fox the plains.

There were 400 Mormons arrived here a few daya ago on thelr way to
Salt Lake and 2 thousand expected. This place presents a lively ap-
pearance. - The surrounding country is rich andg?eautiful- Humerous
farms on edither side of the fiyer. many of which are extensive. A

number of passengers got off hereAaqd_aiso-at Omaha. There wera three

boats here at the wharf and we met'qeveral others above St. Joe,
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19th - Arrived st Atchison situated on the right hand alde of tie
river in Kansas at breakfast time. There were some 30 passengers nob
off here; most of thé@ living in Buchanan county, Missourl. This is a
town of considerable Importance, pretty well bUiit and good many sub-~
stantial buildings. There is a good deal of out fitting done here,

This place is 33 miles beloy Bt. Joe. BSurrounding country is rich and
unbroken., Good farma'botﬁ‘én theruiésour¢_and Rangas side.

Came to Weston, a pretﬁ§ 1dittle village on the Missouri slde of the
river about sun rise. Several other little-villagés. Papsed Ft,
Leavenworth at 9 A.M, Leavenworth City dls a beautiful town on the
Kansas side, good buildings and well lald out. Streets are wide and
straight aund are ké%t clean and nice. Thé cars are running here and at
Atchison alao.,.The'Planteru House is a large subatantial building bullt
of brick., There are rather good buildingé. The houses are mostly of
brick. This town is about as large or larger than St. Joe. We passed
Wyandotte a pretty little village at the mouth ‘of the Wyandotte river on
the line between Misgourl and Kaﬁuas. and a mite from this place we caome
to Kansas City. Considerable town in Missouri. A good view 1s had of
either of these two towns from the otlier. Several passengers got off at
Kansas City, among them was Dr, Howard of Tipton and a young man named
Dorsey from Cambridge, Saline County, Missoutis City 48 a small town om
the left bank of the river, Wellington a small village of no importance

on the right bank of the zriver. It is 6 miles from Lexington the county

seat of Lafayette county; Tied up at dusk at Lexington to tske on soma

"4

reight and await the worrows
20th - Startéd from Lexington about sun up. This is a neat and
beautiful town on the right bank of the river. The bulldings are large,

neat aund aubaﬁanti&l, mostly of brick and stone. There are several
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schiooln of high grade here; a College and two or three Academi~s. The
town 18 up on a hill a few hundred yards from the river. A very im-
perfect view is had of it from Fhé river; and the traveler viewing it
from the river would conclude there were not more than & score of houses
in the place. This place 48 185 miles frb; Jefferson City by water and
160 by land. The cars rua within 20 miles of this place. The country
from the time we started this morning haarﬁgen rich on elther side of
the river, much of it pretty extensive: Mlama is a little village on
the right bank, -Cambridge also on the right bank about the size of
former Brunswick, a small town on left of river.

Glasgow is conslderable village on the right. Several pood build-
ings here, Arrow Rock on the right, some 60 or 70 houses perhaps.
Yilama, Cambridge and Arrow Rock are in Saline county. ?his i a very
rich county and land level. Numerous creeks and rivers. The rivers on
either side. Numerous good'extensiqg’farmé'on either side of the river.
Fields are dark and héalthy looking. Corn, some of dt silking and
tasselling; also filelds of wheat, some just vipe, others cut and stacked.
Passed Boonville a beauwtiful town on the right‘ﬁank of the river, the
county seat of Cooper county. Reach port on the left in Boom county,
small village. We can now sea the Capital of Jeff City, the distanca
being ebout fifteen miles. It presents a beautiful appearance at this
distance. Landed at Jefferson City a little after sun mat. Did the
(Captain and passengers good-bye).

! ' Garland J. Mahan July 20~1866
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