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GARLAND JEFFERSON MAHAN' S DIARY 

TRIP TO MONTANA BY OXEN TRAIN FROM COLE COUNT'{ Ml'.SSOURI 

Age 25 Years 

Monday, April 18th, 1864. Started from home in pretty good spirits, 

crossed into ~niteau County. 2 P.M. Camped six JD.ilea f~om California 

1S mi. 

19th - California pretty site for town but not compactly built. 

Cooper County hos general appearance of wealth. Good buildings, pretty 

farms, Etc. traveled ·1a mi.· 

20th• Boonville ve~y pretty town, good houses Etc. Rained all 

day. 

21st - Crossed river in great emigra.tion from Hannibal and adjoin­

ing counties. Steam ferry. Saw some relatives, Town ·w. c. nave~ Co. 

Reached Boon'aborough little place. Camped. Rained very hard in night. 

Traveled 14 mi. 

22 - Cattle all got out, but after little trouble getting up, start 

through much mud. Reached Glasgow· considerable little town on north 

side of Mo.,river. Tobacco factory and .other business done here. '. 
) 

. r . · • . . 
~lA. ( ~ ''° · {;1,t • . . './,I 

Pretty mounds. Crossed two or three crazy bardges, one over Charlitan 

River. Great emigration from all these counties. Ferry the river by 

ropes. River large as the Osage. Traveled up the Charlitan river for 2 

miles and camped. Traveled 15 mi. 

23 - Rained very hard in the night and on morning of 23rd etil1 

raining. Lie by on account of rain till 5 o'cl~ck when we start through 

rain~ water and mud knee deep. Travel 2 iniles and camp. Charlitan 
.I 

county very rich waxy land so far. 

• 



Sunday 24th - Rained all night and day. Lay by at Latham 18 milea 

from l3runswick. Thia morning wal.ked out to the Mo. River. At River had 

a view of Saline Co. a .lso · had a good view of Cambridge, small town in 

Saline. While rambling on bank of river, ~he steam boat passenger 

passed up. At eleven A.M. went in company with Daily to a Baptist 
. I 

tnQeting.· Rather inferior preaching. 110h merc:lful Cod we thank Thee 

that we can commune with Thee wherever we be." . . . 
25th .. We have gone up the Mo. river 40 miles• mud and water· near 

knee deep. Six miles after starting we came to. Sterling Price• e farm, a 

very rich form, 3000 acrea in farm. Everything baa the appearance of 

.antiquity. Large barns and sheds look old. House double frame story 

and half in form of L. Great no. of evergreens and shrubbery of all 

kinda, pretty garden and farm very rich black loamy land. l mile from 

Mo. river, 5 miles from lleitaville, 7 from Drunswick. 400 acres in 

prairie, 200 in timber. Camped l mi. of Brunswick after wading through 

mud and water every step of day's travel. Traveled 15 mi. 

26th .. Tony got loose and rml '1W4)'• Followed on track about mile • 

. Up next morning started in pursuit, finally he was found by Baily at 

houae l mi. from camping ground. Started 12 A.M. Reached Brunswick 

little town on .south ~ide of r ·iver • . Ferried Grand. river at 4 P.M. Now 

in Carol County. Not so good land as Charlitan County. Traveled 8 

milea. 

27th - Started through rain. Rained on us till 12 A.M. when we 

stopped to lay by, till morning. Traveled 9 miles. 

28th - Very cloudy and drialy. Lay by half of the day on account 

of the rain. Traveled 7 miles and camped l mile of Carrolton • 
• l 

29th - Breakfast over we started through the mud as ueual. Beau-

tiful prairie, came to Carrolton before the pra1rie. Carrolton small 
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town county seat. of Cnrro.i. county. Traveled through eight miles of 

prairie. l wagon (mares) mired down to hub, Had to double team and put 

8 or 9 yoke of oxen t~ a wagon to get out. Traveled about 4 miles. In 

the afternoon we·camped op the wet inuddy prairie. · Chained our cattle to 

wagon's "'heels till morning. Morning go.t up and l yoke cattle gone. 

Hunted t.ill 9,A.M. 1o1hen found them back o·n the road 6 miles. traveled 

15 mi, 

'30th - Up and started through the prairie, wh~ch is muddy undu• 

lating prairie. Presents an imposing and beautiful .view, Traveled 7 

miles. Carrol County great deal of prairie. l,.8 miles long and 7 w-lde 

Ray County. Camped nt on old store. I rode .. off to hunt corn and got 

bewildered and knew not where to inquire the way to but finally got 

back. This County mostly plains, generally rich, not much 1o1ealth. 

Traveled 14 mi. 

May 1st - Sunday a beautiful morning, .. Spring seems here. ~rees 

budding out, Some have small leaves, Birds ~re singing and things seem 

to adore Nature's God •. "oh 1nerciful parent, help us 'rh1 creatures to 

improve the Spring of ·life; that we tna.y be prepared for the Autumn. 

Leod ue 1n 1:he woya ot wisdom and hol.ineas." 

2nd - Our travel today ~a been over plains mostly. Counties are 

good grazing, fine grass.· Great deal of cattle .and mules raised here, 

Live all winter. 15 miles, 

3rd - Big frost melts off and' then pretty morning. Rolling plains, 
F l -1 • 

At 3 A.M. reached Miribile, little village in Caldwell CoM rich land. . \ . 
p !' ., "·, . l I. ,. . . . . . . 

Catewell mostly rich pra~rie. After camping one of our party (an English-
. . 

mnn ·from Saint Louis who· baa got'ten the appellation of.-.;Major) put hie 
,I ... -... , .. ,, .. . . 

hand up on his neck and clawed off something; a.nd holding it in his 

fingers ~sked (What kind.of bug do you call that what bites eo?) 

.}. • 
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11 'foat8 a tick you green gourd you saw one. A tick is it? It was then 

e~7lained to him. He wondered. Camped in Clinton County, mostly plains. 

• Traveled 15 mi. 
ft-1~$ (fnr:.s'-1 

4th - Jap .Cameron a Mo, small town on railroad in Clinton County, 

35 miles from St, Joe, Camped· in De Calb Co, traveled 12 mi. rhis 

Co, mostly plains, very rich, Stock raising, 

5th - Up, beautiful undulating plains out of plinton and into De 

Cnlb are beautiful p~ains, very rich. thinly populated. Camped. 

Traveled 20 mi. 

(Omitted) . \ 

Ct,,_n\,.'l'Jtl'?. 
Ed, Allen ie arrested as a de~erter, On an ope~ prairie Baily, Major, 

and I are riding in front of wagons, We spy a black object, which on 

nearing find to be a skunk, We chase, Major dismounts gathers chunk.a, 
.. 

commences to pelt Mr, Skunk the first he had ever seen.- · 11What a smell 
. . 

he hasJ" Major exclaims. I and Baily ro!lr with laughter· a.t 'Major'a 

~. ontica. Finally dispatches him, we start on,· Passed through Marysville 

little town in open prairie, 

19 snilea. 

.• . ' 
Camped, Great grazing country, Traveled 

6th - Our trave~ today has been through pretty rolling prairie 

rich lnnd Andrew county. Thia Co. land is very +ich prairie timber 

scarcer than other counties below it, great grazing.t Camped, traveled 

12 mi. mostly plains, 

7th - Up and by 7 A,M. stri~e into ~odaway Co, Our travel so far 

has been in this county, extremely rich plains. -This Co. mostly plains 

great grass country rough houses and population. Crossed. Platte river 

at 4 P.M • . ~hallow stream grass grows to edge of water large as Moreau. 

Beautiful scenery. Camped 10 mi, of Marysville. Traveled through rain 

and mud 6 hours. Traveled 14 miles, prairi-e ·mostly. 
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..... 
8th - Sabbath day no church in reach therefore lyo around camp all 

day. "Bless ua Oh Lord and preserve us from ein.tt· We traveled 4 mi. 

today. Crossed Minge .creek by blocking up wa~ons. On other side of 

this creek is the most wild and romantic·scenery that we have seen yet, 

long green grass along the hills and bottoms of this creek and the land 

loosa and meliow. Dark and camped in the edge of prairie. Traveled 6 

mi. Those river Cos. all pi:airiE; mostly. 4 miles. 

'9th - Today we traveled mostly through.prairie crossed (102) one 

hundred and two small streams. 
, 

Omitted pages through Maryevilla but very long look into county 

seat of Nodaway named for ite length. Camped• traveled ·15 mi. Rained 

all day. Nodaway County rich prairie ~ot. much tim~er. · 

10th - Up and started through 12 miles prairie. , .. At 12 A.M. crossed 
' .. 

the Mo.· line into Page Co, Camped i~ Page Co. ·on Nodaway river si:.'.e of 

Moreau, runa·through Nodaway C?• in Mo. traveled 14 miles.· 

11th - Started through prairie paaaed through Clarinda small un­

compact tmm. There are numbers going to tha nev 1erritory from this 

part of Iowa. The e~igration across the plains this spring ia doubtless 

greatel.' thim haa ever been known before. Traveled 1.5 m:t.lea and camped .. 

This portion of Iowa ie all prairie. 

12th - Started at 6 A.M. through prairie crossed Niahabaehana River 

at the ferry. Road lined with wagons on both eidee of river, some going 

to Calif., Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Denyer and. Colorado •. Thera perhaps 

never was as great emigration across the plains mostly from Mo. Traveled 

20 miles. 

13 -·Passed· Sidney in Freemont Co. ··Tr4yeled·-20 miles • . . : 

14 - Traveled 14 miles through ptet~y sc.enery high hills Etc. 
,. 

lS - Sunday lay by all day. 
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16 - Rode to Omaha a distance of 27 miles, passed throuBh St. Marya 

small to\.m - Saw Bellview to the left on the Mo, river, Passed within 

two miles of Council Bluffs considerable little village at the base of a 

range of picturesque hills 300 m~les long. ·Prairie on either side of 

those beautiful hills. they are from 2 to 5 milea from the Mo. river, 6 

miles from Co~ncil Dluffs ond come to the ferxy·oppoeite Omaha. There 

are (40.5) four hund1:ed and five wagons at the river waiting their turn . 
to cross mostly bound for California, Crossed the river 1 mi, from 

river t:o town, but had a good view of t:he t:own 8:mi.lt;a before getting 

there. Pl"esenta a gradual elope to river, hills, pretty landscape, 

Thia is the most business town Weat of St, Louie at,this time. Very 
. ' 

large and extensive stores about 70 in number. Here eaw buffalo robes, · 
J11•J' 

wolverine and various wild animal skins. Also say 3'00 dolla.rs in gold 

dust from Bannok Idaho mines. One qua1:,tz luµip ·:_of $'150, one hundred 

fifty dollar size. Other eizee from pin head to·; glirden pea. Missouri 

river about half mile wide here. 

17th - Still laying byD 

18th - Crossed Mo. river oppoe~te Plattsmouth uncompact Btllall town 

but very much business done he!e• West of town rolling hills dotted 

with low trees everything lodking wild and romantic, Camped on~ mile 

west of town. 'rraveled 4 miles. 'rhis.,is Nebraska.D 

19th - Traveled 2 miles and camped in prairie 2 miles from Platts-

mouth. 

20th - Got up. Gus was taken sick in the night and still no better 

and rather unwell my .eelf. So back to ·Plattsmouth at 7 A.M. to get ax, 

shoes and coffeeo 
.\ 

21st - lle is well enough .to. travel this.morning. Thia morning 

Baily dissolved partnership with Moore and atarted ·back to Mo. 1600 
.. , I 
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wagons have crossed river at Omaha in the .last ~eek. 700 St. Joe, 800 

Nebraska City, 400 at 'Plattsmouth. Greatest emigration is to Calif. 

Next greatest to Idaho (Bannock) almost all "freighting. 

22 - ~abbath day traveled 9 mil~s and camped ·after crossing Salt 
. . -· 

Creek lnrge ··.iis _ _,Moreau. Water salty numerous f!ah in. this creek distance 

fro~ Plot~emouth 30 mi1ee prairie all the way one pa~~ of road. no water 

· for 10 miles. We are now in sight of Platt~ . Riv·~.~;; ' Ommitted on the 

21at. · we passed a man with a drove of Cashme~~ ihats, 22 in number 

bound for Calif. They are worth $500 in cash whe~e he started. They 

promised $1100 in Cal. 4 kids in the dr~ve • . , 'traveled 15 mi. 

23rd - Started.through prairie 49 wagons now .in sight meetly going 

to Cal. On the 21st fell in with Mr, Ming fr'"!l Franklin Co., Mo. who is 

freighting to Idnlio having 16 wagons. We ha-ve had no timber today. · had 

to haul it for cooking purposes Etc. · ~~~veled ~bout 16 miles and camped 
·.··. 

at: ranch - no wood but well and stock, wat;er, .. 
24 - Traveled 15 miles through.prairie destitute of timber and 

. camped one mile from ranch. Take s.ick · in the night.· 

25 - This morning there is 12 head of oxen missing but they are 

hunting them. They are.Ming's oxen, I am better this morning eat no 

breakfast got well enough to eat a hearty dinner. Traveled all day 

through prairie camped at a ranch which is the 6~h we have passed this 

the beat one the ranch-man ·naving corn, pies, eggs and·coffee for sale 

and good spring Etc·, These ranchers are the only inhabitants in .this 

part of the country. They live exclusively by trading with F.migranta 

buying and exchanging ~or sore footed cattle, selling hay and corn. 

Traveled 14 miles • 
• I 

26 - Our travel today has been ,thrc;,uth an extensive plain level and 
. -· . . . . .. 

beautiful. On the right 9 miles from the road we have a good view of 
··.• ... 

.:· 
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Platte river, to the left is ~n expanaive plain. At n distance we can 

see t:L-nber perhope 15 mi. from the rood. We have had no water or timber 
j' /,' 

for n distance of 30 miles. 4 A.M. Came in sight of the Platte River 

ofter being out of sight of it for 15 mi;ea. Level bottom camp on Elm 

Creek at a deeerted old ranch. ·Traveled 18 tnilea. Ommit:ted. Sa" a 
. ' 

ta.ma antelope 'at ranch. This bottom ~hi~h is ~dlled Platte bottom is 

very rich and level from 3 to 10 miles ·wi4e, numerous antelope deer and 
• •• l . ~ 

corn this bottom. Saw 2 beaver pelt.~:.-at. ranch, 7 miles from, we carnped. 

27 - We etarted through prairie .bottom up Platte River 9 mi. travel 

crune to mound at Clear Cree~ also ranch at Clear Creek half mile of 

Platte River. At camp this evening, saw the firs~ Indiana 4 in number 1 

had red blanket, 1 a white blanket other 2 calico shirts and leather 

pants. Their first salutation was, •"_haw~' shook hands with each of party 

took out a paper which had obtained £tom ·Indian Agent which read like 

this - "George Pawnee is a good Indian give him 10¢ an old shirt, cap or 

anything.'! We most of us g~ve them money tin· CUP.a·· and coffee as they 

could not be put o~f. Had their bows and arrows, ~omabawke with ufix• 
I 

inga11 for smoking. After -eupper· gave them 25~ _npiece to dance around a 

minute or two, and wanted more money save them heap ~oney·ae they said 

to dance. They fiq.all::, left, went across on ari island and camped till 

morning. The ranches in this part .of the country are of various material 

- some dug into a bank with but one side logs others made of sod cut 12 

inches by 18, put up and covered with poles a11d dirt on top. Many have 

grass woods and growing vegetables on th~m. Traveled 15 miles. 

28 - Platt.e Rive~ along 'here is from l to 2 miles Wide, 2 to 4 ft. 

deep, many 
1
pretty islands ..from l/2 to -:J.o acres. Some have tall trees .. ., . 

elm, cotton-wood- willows and coni _grdwin~ ·o~· them. Other small ones 

have only willows from 2 to 4 ft. high. In some places -islan~s resemble 
.; ' 
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• 
:iq ,,. ftt. 11~.lugot they arc LJO numerous. No wat:l!r hut river nL\mhe:!' of 

antelope, deer, silver fox badgers. wolverin~s, ldotea and miac. animals 

' along here.· Traveled 15 mi. and camped on Platte river. 

29 - Beautiful Sabbath morning moved camp about perha~s 10 ruilea. 

Pretty s~enery along river here. Blue, red white flowers hide their 

hea.da omong the low shrubbery. Some reaemb1in~ touch me nots :in shape, 

fragrant aa the rose and dwarf grape vines climb up the low bushes per~ 

fuming the air with the fragrance of their blooms. 'there ia nothing 

more sweet smelling than the grape bloo~e"' Numberiess isles some not 

more than rod square •. Ma.de 10 miles. 

30 - Traveled_ up the Pl.atte River all day-.. Camped ·1. mile of Platte 

River, Traveled 16 milea, 

31 - Traveled 13 miles. 

June lat - We are this morning in 50 miles of Fort Kearney. 

Traveled 15 mi. and camp~. 

2nd - Thie morning Moqre and our wagons left Ming's train and ve 

started on our own two wag!)r'lS only toge.ther, Stopped nt 11 A,M. to 

noon. All the co~ntry nearby from· Plat"tiemou~h along this road is 

prairie. Cloudy and drisly,· · the weather since we crossed river. Fine 

till this· evening some indications of ra:tri. ·Traveled 13 mi .. and camped, 

J·- At 11 A.M, wh2re we camped came in sight of Fort Kearney 

though 7 mileo from it. At 3 P;M, we arrived at Fort Kearney a military 

post on the south aide· of Platte River. A few families live here.· Here 

we also got letters from hQmee 

Military are preparing ·to stop a train from Franklin Co., Missouri 
" ' ~ : 

for using disloyal language~ .hurrahil)g for-Jeff Davia. One mile above 
. -~-• ·-~ .. 

the Fort we passed Kearney City c.on~:~~~ia.l>~e little town, ae-veral 
...... ·. ··.;.. -.... ., . 

storeEJ. Trave led 16 miles and camped,i mi. of river on telegraph road. 
·' ' • . . ,; . - . 

. ... ' -~ ·.,,.: 
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'•th - Lay by 2 mi, from Fo.:t Ke.irn~y until 2 P.M. Sav l>, ,..;o,lauu 

and Nelse M.lrtin, Traveled 6 n1ile-s and camped. 

5 - Holy Sabbath day. We thank .. thee Oh Lord for thy mercies 

bestowed the past, Keep us from sin, Lay by all day. 

6 - Great numbers of Buffalo carcasses .along here, Camped, 

Traveled"l9 miles. ., 

7 - Several overland ~oac~es passed us today. they travel 100 
,:; f) r:. r.11.1,if 

miles· per day, 'l'he line ia owned by Den Holoway.. We have traveled up 

the Platte frOill Mo. River for 50 miles. Have been in eight of Grand 

Island,· the most notable island in Platte River. l?aased some good 

·.ranches. They are all made of sod or "adobe11 covered with the same. 

8th - Pretty morning, Started ·at 6- A.M, · Saw 2 antelope·, Our 
tlo 

travel still io up the Pl~tte, On the Mo. side' of river could be seen 

wagons scattered from 2 to 30 in a train ,a· far:·as the eye could reach 

and down the river. Made 21 mi, . . • 
.• . . 

9 - At 12 o'clock catne to Gilma~,'s··'.·. (wh:l~h ie a ranch). Had to go 

2 miles to right of road to get grass,. ... w~en came to it, it was the beet 

on our travels from Mo. river. Traveled 17 miles. 

10 • Friday. Numerous Buffalo carcasses along rpad from Ft.. 

Kearney. At ll A.M, came to Cotton-wood, Milit~ry Poat 50 houses, log, 

oll newly put up. Military stopped a tr~in from Franklin Co., Mo. at 

this place to look for U.S. pistols.: 'Took 2 from train, One ·of ou"t"· 

oxen's foot hae been aore for a week. It is .the foul or "foot evil" O.B 

.it is called. It still is but little better. Put hot tar sulphate of 
.·., 

copper on it. Traveled 18 mi, 

11 - Ranches every 5 to 10 miles ~rom Ft. ~rney this -being the 
., , • f'i 

Overland S~age route. Most of· rancrhes· .iAf erior., some good especially 
.- • • • . ,t . 

stage stands. ·camped after traveling ~5 ~~ ·., 
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12 - Sabbath day compelled to travel 9 miles wh~n camped at 1 P.M. 

for the n:J.ght. Turned one of our oxen out of the yoke owing to foot 

being ao &ore it could not travel in yoke. Drove him on behind wagon. 

Traveled 9 miles. 

13 -,Today passed O~Fallons Bluff. Nothing more than a ranch and a 

trading p-ost a:'t the bass of 10\I sandy bluffs. Here river rune to r:h,er 

thence turning off through bluffs for 8 miles then back to Platte 

bottom. After travelling till Si30 camped. Thund~r storms came up 

interfered with supper,·a.·good deal "7et us. Lay·down to sleep with wet 

clothes on, slept right well after they dried. Traveled 16 miles. 

·' 
14 - Tuesday still cloudy but not rainy. Passed Alkalai Station at 

. 
11 A,M. Some' Alkalai water here. Here saw R •.. Clay Ewing of Jeff City. 

Sa.id he waa aa glad to see 1ne-.as a relation;_ because from the aame 

vicinity but not moi;e gia.d than I waa to see.him. Also saw Al Baker of 

same place. Thie is 50 miles from Julesburg. Camped on a pretty ele• 

vation half mile of river behind the h~lla on'the other aide of platte. 

We could see the red pretty sun declining a pretty acene. Trav, 17 mi. 

15 - Rained again last night but clear this morning, Breakfast at 

9 o'clock this morn and then s·tarted at 10: 30. Now in eight of river 

again, On·the left is a pretty plain dotted·~th numerous yellow blooms 
. I 

of cactus. On the right is the r·ollinjf Platte.. ·River,·· Number of hacke 

passed us today bound for Calif. Some very fine i~oking ladies. 1hey 

wore masques to prevent sunburn. This hack train was from St. Joe. 

Three men along from Jeff City. ·Traveled 9 miles. 

16 - Up and started .at 7' 1/2 A.H. At 10 A.M. fell in with Gibsons' 

Train ·from Cooper county • .Mo. Joined the:i!r train. There are now 9 . .. 
wagons and 2 hacks :lri the train. At;:tl.'A,.'M. came.to and camped at Old 

California cross:tng of Platte River· 20() miles from Fort Kearney and 210 
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from bcnvcr. River very hir,h. Hi&har thun hw, been ii\ 20 ycn.rth Some 

::ire crossing by lnshit1g 3 or 4 wagon bcda together; and taking running . 
gcnr of wagons apart and piJ.ing it on thia temporary boat, then putting 

their freight on and pushing the boats acroes with oars and swimming the. 

stock. Traveled 8 mi. 
' 

'l'ha great.'. flood or "mountain of ~atc,:sr'! as it ie called, has waahed 

Denver a great part of it away. drowning many P.~raotlB. Some houses were 

seen floating down wit:h lights burning in _t.hem·. The inmates of them 

could be seen through tha windows • . ~undreda wvo ware rich have been 

reduced to beggary by having their n!l washed away. 

Fri 17 - Lay by all day waiting for river to fall. But others more 

eager to push forward on journey are crossing 'the~r goods in boats made 
• 

of their wagon beds, then tney swim the~_?: s_tock over • . • . 
18 - Still lying by._ -. This A.H. there:" came tip . tJ1e moat violent hail 

storm I ever witnessed. Hail fell larger .• than ·a hen egg. The forked 

lightning and thunder ao rapid and so little intermission between them, 

it was hard to tell one from another. There was a . man and his boy 

killed on the opposite aide of the river· by lightning while at supper. . . . 
Aleo three killed a mile or 2 above the river and one stunned. One ~n 

also drowned at Calif. crossing and on~ or two above. 

19 - lloly Sabbath Day. ·"Merciful parent keep ·me from sin this 

day." Lay by all day • 

. 20 - Moved up the river 6 miles above the old Cal. crossing and 
. 

commenced lashing our wagon beds together .to ~roes the South Platte. We 

are no\-7 180 miles above Ft. Kearney:. 

21 - Today we got wagon beds formed into a boat and made a trial or 
.\ 

.firat trip. Landed on opposite shore without ~ro~ble, .the wind being in 

our favor. 1'owed up 100 yds and started pack,'_ but a cloud and hard wind 

~12) 
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crune UPt ao that we harl to haul to an Island and lay by until nearly 

dark. I was taken just aa we started back but had to ei; on a croae bar 

and awi~g to water in boat till got to island above named when got out, 

\ 
got some willows and an oar and lay down iµ the .sun. The island was 

muddy and, I had a very ·hard time, being too··. sick to sit up. But at 

l east. landed 2·milee ·below where 1,e start~d ·in and I got t:o camp weary 

but not so sick. "· 

22 Today got medicin_p,/of Dr. Stine. Better this evening. 

Crossed 2 or 3 loads today. ·.·Boatmen took bedding _and "grub" ovet' and 

comped on opposite·side of river. 

23 - Sold ou~ lame ox yesterday and bought a 3 yr. old cow. Got 

($37.50) about half value for our ox. Not so sick today. The boys sunk 
.• 

; C :.1 

Did not damage goo~_s JnU.ch,. a ·part of our boat. 

24 - Fed pretty well today 

25 - Got moat of our goods over river totl~y . ' 

26 - ·Sabbath Day. Today finished ·-gett'ing our. goods and also stock 

over river. Swam our stock over river. •. 

27 - Started again on our journey t:hi~ morning at 7 1/2 o'clock. 

Came to Ash llollow at 4 P.M. Ommitted. We were 11 days at Platte river 

before got across, There are two v~ry steep descents in road down Ash 

Hollow, rhe first being ·.~he worst it bein~ so steep in 2 places that 

some of train had to lock ;all wheel;·· of wag-ona ·and take off all but o.;·i .. -(. ) 
yoke of cattle. Thia is a romantic looking place where we came to the 

. 
top of Ash Hollow hill rough.craggy rocks seeming ready to tumble down 

on our heads. High bluffs and cedars mark the general ·appearance of 

thie noted hollow. The hollow in many places, (down which the river 
.I 

runs to the North Platte river from· .summ~t. of hills) is 5 mile~ wide •. 

It was here Gen. Harney had a pretty hard fight with the Si am Indians a 
r ,, . 

• L- . ,. 
• . - f 
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yc,y· or two o.go. We now come t:o North Platte auu ctimp. It: iu 22 wllca 

from where we started fr.om this morning (South Platte). '.l.'raveled 22 

miles. 

28 - Our party killed 2 antelope today and we feasted highly on 

this moat,excellent meat. '.l.'hey can be seen all day here also ~arge 

white wolves and kiotes are.numerous here. Traveled 12 miles. Good 

deal of sandy road. 

29 - Some sandy places today had ~o double teams to heavy loaded 

vagons. Our travel .today still has been up North Platte. Traveled 15 

milea. 

30 - Camped at a spring to left of road, 200 yds. before crossing 

a clear creek. Traveled 15 miles. 

1 - July - Friday. Thunderstrom last ~ight cool north wind this 

morning. Started at 6 1/2 P.M. ·At ~i~ crune in sight of the court 

house rock. Thie singular shaped fo_rmation ~hich ia not rock os it is 

called. At 20 mi. -distant seems to be· a · ·h~ii;se\;,fi:h. round top as dome. 

It ia 300 ft. high and covers an area of about 5 acres. It ia a com­

position of clay and eand cemented till it forms a kind· of rock. · Thou­

sands of nrunes or autographs cover the face of this strange structure. 

I could also see : the chitnney (or chimney rock) 40 miles distnnt, Could 
I\T .S f·-rO,) 

only see the chimney of sun post, 'which at a distance resembles an old 

dead tree deprived of its branches. At 6 P.M. came opposite the court 

house rock where wa camped, having made 19 mi. 

2 - Ae we progress the chimner appears more distinctD At 2 1/2 

P.M. I left the train on horse back and started for this towering object 

~hich was now eight miv distantp starting qµartar.ing .scr.o.ss the plains 
,1 . ~-

from the road (which runs. in 2° mi .. of .·(::~?;'chimney).· ; .:o~t tiearing; it, it -. 
i... . 

proved to be of a conica"l shape up to· st~m. of-.·~l\imn~y. part. Alighted 
. ..... _ ...... 

I \•·• . ' ~· 
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second bench about 15 feet, about half way to top. Thia rode. is like­

wise covered 'With peraon'a names the oldest date that could be seen 

1849. Wrote my name in 2 or 3 places and deacended.py putting feet and 

hands in the niches. Thia rock ie 300 ft, high, the stem 150 ft, Base 

covers 5 ·o.crea~ Stein at top 20 ft. across. It ia composed of cla:, and 

sand. It is not indeed a r0ck. I extracted some kind of bones from 

base of stem which proves that there was a deluge., The bona was a very 

fine texture. Thia sublime object,· unlike the ••court house rock" is in 

the vicinity of other towering hills and about 3 miles from the south 

aide of the North Platte, ·18 miles.down th~ rive~ can ba seen the court 

house rock, it being 8 miles from any other elevation. ·rt and the 

neighboring hills present a grand and romantic scene. What emotions 

fill the soul of the epectato,r·· as-· he' ~ta.nda on the. aide of the chimney 

nnd gazea down on these hills ~nd the·e.xtensive valley of the Platte, 

the river from here seeming ao _a small creek. Some of these hills are 

conical; others hove the appearance of cities, diatont to\ol'era Etc. We 

encamped opposite the chimney rock, h~v~ng tnade 16 rnilea. 

3 - We enjoy another Sabbath day. Oh Lord keep ua from ein thie 

day. We had to start contrary to many of·oui wishes. Lay by at 11 A,M • 
• 

'I'ravele:d 8 mi. About 12·o'clock 6 of our-party started out hunting • 
. 

They were gone till 6 o'clock when they came galloping up to the corral. 

On arriving-we lP.arned that the Indians were in pursuit. One of them 

was so frightened he could hardly speak. They had chased a black tail 

deer through the hills d9wn into a canyon; when one o{ them elevated his 

gun to shoot but spied. the. red men a little ·sP,·~.ce beyond coming toward 
.i 

them. They wheeled, made toward camp· the· Indians following 200 in 

number, within·300 yda.. of camp when they·stopped. The greatest confusion 
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no iuore of them by morning - made 8 tniles, 

4th - Came to Scotts Dluffs nt 2 P.M. These bltlffa got their name 

by the death of a trapper, who in company with his fellow-trappers was 

returning ~o the states from the mountains, Sco.tt had been eick 3 or '• 

days and o.n getting to these bluffs, he had gro,rn so bad that they had 

to leave him on one of those _bluffs an9 push on oi:i., account of the hostile 

Indians. Some men a few years iater in passing through here discovered 

hia bones not far from where his compa~io~a· had left him. They are the 
. ~ ... 

most grand and romantic scenery we have seen ~n the road. Made 19 

miles. • .. -

5 - Passed numerous Indiana on the road today. All seem friendly. 

Snw a camp of about 700 juet acroee the Platte from where we comped. 

Traveled 21 miles. 
, " 

6 - I have been suffering from the jiain of ·a: 'f~llon ·for .3 days, at 

times extremely, 17 milea. 

7th - Got to Fort Lnram:Le· I hat'dly knew when .on account of the 

po.in I endured. 1'hot agonized suffering while we stopped here I endured 

for 2 hours. Was almost delex-.:f.oua. Doctor Stine cut i.t open, then was 

a little better. 
e, 

Crossed LaramiL.river Qri the toll b,;idge half a mile 
. ·• 

up before ·coming to Ft. Laram:l.e, Also came in sight of the black hills• 

they being 30 milee off.· Made 15 miles. 

8th - Lay bi· today to wash Etc. My thumb that baa the icllon on 

still grows worse~ I have suffered the most intense pain the laet,3 or 

4 days. 

9 - Slept more last · night for · pa.in, , .. ,Made 5. miles. 
• , • I I I • ~ · .,J_ 0 ," ~l· 

J . , •. 
• -• y•c ,a, ,. ' · "• ,,. • 

lOtl~ - Holy ~a~ba.th ,Day·. Lqrd· · k~.ey ,::ua .from Bil) ~his ,day. We have 
,: . ' - · •• · ~·~· .. ::~ ·'• ~ . . .. \ . , '. · , . .. ~- I . • ·~·~ • 

to t:ravel to<;t~r. . 'fie are ~w 15 miles 'from .. the~ Ft.. at the base of the 
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blu, hills. As we nscend from the bnae the ruoat grand. ond heautifiil 

scenery bursts forth on the eye of the traveler. These hills are 

covered sparsely with low pinea. In one of these is an Indian wound in 

his red blanket and put away thie being tlhe fashion of the Sues tribe of 

burial, A.a I ride along in front of the train I can aee the North 

Platte to. the right up in the hills 1/2 mile. di.stant. l.t makea ito ·,,u,.y 

through perpendicult'ir bluffs 300 ft, high; All is calm eave the chatter 

of a blackbird with white widga peculiar to these hills. That breaks 

the grnnd stillness by its chattering. Craggy bluffs and Etc. make up 

the grand scene. Beyond us straight ahead we have a cormnanding view of 

Laramiea peak 75 miles distant we saw this before getting to the Fort 

100 miles distant. It looks like a blue cloud at this distance. Had it 
,• . 

not: been for the pain of the felon I c,ou14 have enjoyed this scene 
., , 

wonderfully. Suffered extreme pain most of all·day. Traveled till late 

in the night before we came to water or grass. Our route lny over the 

black hilla. Broke ·one wagon axle, ·tires ran off two others. Made 24 

mi. Camped at 8 1/2 o'clock. 
# 

11 - One of our oxen died with a. disease' .similar to the Murrain 

last night. leaving us with 2 yoke and an odd cow. How are we to get 

along? Suffered the most extreme pain 1~at night wit~ my thumb was . . 

near1y crazy for some .time. Dr. gave me mo~ph.:I,~~ t~en did not suffer so 
• . "- 'f, 

much. Reated some in the night. Had my thuih~ ·~ut open the second tima 

this morning. It now feels better. We have lay by all day today. 

12 - Had a rough road and long dry hille, literally barren in our 

route today. We are still in·sight of Laramies Peak. Its looking like 

a blue aky. Saw cedars and pine growth. Traveled 14 miles • 
• I 

13 - :Four·or five head of cattle died out of·~he train lnat night. 

'l'here ho.a been no gr.ass and vory little water for .40 miles. Lay by. 
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ll1 - Lay half of toJay when we broke carnp, after being here 1 1/2 

days. A fine spring eta.nde by numerous tr.ees. 'l'his ia truly a \.Tild nnd 

romantic place, Here-grows the goose berry, currant, the wild plum, red 

haw, sarves berry and the straw berry. Here in the thicket or cluster 

(which is so densely thick in many 'p;J..a,ces that it is :unpoaaible to Bee 3 
,. 

ft. iu aovonc.e) here on the· edges of this creek~ which ~orms from the 

Bp:ring is nearly e~ery.· variety qf growth, Made 10 miles. 

'15th - Todo.y we hunted· a no. of wagons on 10 miles to Luparill. 
l r1 f '1·f J.Lt:' 

creek. They had been robbed by the Indians camped on Lupard creek. 

l ,·. 

The 

Indiana arc committing horrible acts alo~g·hare, robbing and murdering 

emigrants. 20 mi. 

16 - Lay by 

17 - Our train buried a man and chi1d (1;1.t·tle girl 9 yra. old) 

·found on the road ;yeaterdQy. They Wel'.e .kil~ed by the Indians a clay or 

t.to ago. They have taken all l:Lttl.e 's~iitids that have paaaed along for 
...... ·· 

35 miles along the road. C~ptured . 'a :it~a;i.n of 6 wagons• killed six 
~ .· . . .. . 

men out of 11 and took the Women p't'iednere, They took all from the 

wagona but the flour which they poured-on the ground and took the sacks. 

Took all the etocka One woman got away at night when they were all 

asleep. Traveled 2 nights lying in th~ b_~uffa in day. She got to tha 

Ft. today. Her. husband and the husband 0£ another woman they have yat 

are at the aame Ft., at Deer· Creel~ wounded, one will die. 'the woman "1ho 

escaped telle
0

the intereating story of their capture and her e scape. 

They had no guards over her when she.got away • . She started off, not 

knowing where ehe was going.but happened to get the right course to the 

North Platte river.· She in company w_ith .,h~r little boy succeeded irt 
~' . , , f 

. . ' · . , ·-:.·: _ ... ·,~ : 

reaching Deer Creek, the third night >al~r escapin$, walking barefoot 
·. -·.·.-( ;:l?i'::5" ·.' ., . ~-· ... ··-~ 

over the gravel and ·cactus all the\ ~a.t~~ :···:~e."Woman is an intelligent 
'? .,. '.:l!" 



pc.t'aon, 'rhere have been hundreds fell victiUls to these savagct•. 'lrrho 

have never been heard of. The· Military, who are purau~ng them eay they 

have several 1000 hea~ of stock that they have :cun off thia spring from 

emigrants, Camped at Deer Creek Ft. Made 20 miles • 
. . 

18 - , Lay by 

17 - Form~d ~ train of 44 wagon& and started again. Trav~led 12 

-miles . 

20 Crossed the North Platte River , today on the bri dge . Traveled 

10 miles. 

21 Came tu the Red Butteu - these are .red mountains. 

22 Traveled 10 miles, 
.. 

23 - From here to WillO'lf Springa is ·20 miles, there being no water 

or grass. Cnmpcd on Prospect Hill, Tr~velcd 10 miles. 

24th - Holy Sabbath day. ~e were compelled to trovel today. We 

started at 4 A,M, and went 6 mile~ and .~nen lay over at Grcaoe Wood or 

Horse Creek till 5 P.M. when we started and went till 11 o'clock at 

night when we got to Independence Ro.ck on Sweet Water River, Paased 

large Alkalai Lakes today, Made 16 miles, weary and tired when we 

camped. 

25 - Crossed Sweet Water river at 8 A.M. Came to the Devil Gate a 
; n 

... • •• : · • ., ~~.f .. •"''=. ·· 

very grand ond magnificent scene. The river her~ runs.perpendicular 
, . 

granite bluffs 300 ft. high. I passed down through the gate, the river 

being low ao that we could walk on the large rocks that lie in the bed 

of the river. This wonderful gap is about half a mile long a_nd not more 

than 20 ft. wide in places, ·. I diocharged ·my .. revolver here in the bed of 
~ ·. . 

the river as in the _gate the repor.t · resounds and makes as . great · a noise 
. .. 

as a cannon. Made ' ? mi, 

26 - ·Traveled 15 miles • 
.. 

... ... . . .. .. • .. 
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27 - .Passed between some of the mo.at grand nnd nppnling r,npa in the 
, ........ 

. . . ~ . ~ 

mountains I have ever seen. Great ,~o.{i~«:1'· ·a~d every shaped rocks lying on 

the tops of these high cliffs s.ee~jf-.!eady to .tumble down on our heads. 

Miles 15., 

28th,6 29th - llad to travel 18 t11iles without water for our stock, 

Cnt>.ped 18- mi •. :, 

30 - Lay by till 1 P.M. then traveled 7 tni,lea and caruped, 

31 - Sabbath day. 'Were compelled _to _tro.t~L 20 toiles today, Camped 

on Rock Creek. There has been gold discovered 1n thia and moat other 

creeks around here, but not enough to pay, 20 to:f,les, 
"f."."'t: .. . 

August lat - Got to South Pap, past at 10 here, ·Lander Cut-off . 
turns to the right up the Sweet Water. Miles 9,, 

rps s Cr-1~.iv.) 
2 - Crossed the great South Pop today! Thie is almost level but 

still ia called the summit of this range·,of .Mta! 
.• 

( -' :·.: .J 

At the foot of the Pap 

ia the Pacific Springe. The road after it begins to descend from the 

mount .runs down a canyon. Here are some grand and lofty hills oil either 

side of tha road, Made 20 miles. 

3rd - We lrnd to travel 22 mi. vithout. wat-e.r or grass. 22 mi, 

camped on Big Sandy. 

4th - Crossed Little and Big Sandy creeks.- Shallow and sandy 

creeka. We are still in eight of snow capped mountaina and have been 
~ .. '\-;·.,,.11.. ... ' I . ~ ·~.1.: 

for ten days~ 'rheae peaks seem to reach almost to. the clouds, At a 

distance they eeem like a blue cloud. See them .for 80 miles. No grass 

today. 16 mi. 

5th - No grass hardly ~~r 1.5 miles. ~~ gr.ass hardly from Ft. 

Laramie. Camped 18 mi. 
,1 
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6th - Crossed Green River this evening; beautiful stream, so cleur 

the water appears green. lOO yds wide. · Camped right opposite where we 

nooned, but we made 8 mi. to get there. 15 mi. 
i 

7th - Sabbath day. Lay by. Thanks to God that we were allowed to 

keep this day holy. 

8 • Today left Green River at 6 P.M. · .1.'ra~eJ,ed 14 miles. 

9th -

10th 

Rough road tod0 and no ·grass·. f~r· 13 tniles. Made 18 bliles. 
I.LL- /.,~r-' • • > . .' rv IO .) · .• 

We are now 75 miles from.wherewe crossed Green River, where 

we left the telegraph li~es and turned a N.w.,course. Our route today 

has been over big~ mbuntains, wild and ro~antic, . Deep canyons on either 
! 

side of road. 'High hills and deep hollo~a has been the characteristic 
. ,, •, 

of the road today with ice cold &prings gushing from the mountain aides. 
. -

At night camped in a low vall~y. The eta~s seemed do\im on top of the 

hills they were so high. 17 miles. 
S,n.,,J 

11 - Say 9 •grizzl~ bear·tracks this mgr~ing. Had been no travel ou 
,t. 

this road for some time. Mired down in a ravine. and had to unload to 

get out, Cool mountain stremns, wild la11decape, Camped at foot of a . . . 
mountain, Here was a pretty brook, c~ld ·ae ice that gushed from the 

hill and worked itt,:J way through the. ~ierpent:1,ne cluster of aspen trees 

which resemble cotton-wood, the leaves slways in motion, white smootha 

bark. 10 mi, traveled, 

12 - Set tires till ... :3 P.M. then ascended the mount. at the foot of 

which was Ham' a Fork. Clear stream 20 yds, wide then up another tnO.unt 

on the top of-which camped, 5 mi. 

13 F'roat'and ice last ·night~ Lay by topay, 

14 - Sabbath. · our travel today.has been of interest, , Passed 
.1 

through o pretty grove of fir trees situated .. ·at the foot of a mountain, 
I 

shaped like a ·cone,. 2 and 300 ft. high .. Climbed and .descended high and 
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rugged mountains. Creased a creek camped on near River after tr4veling 

over Bear River mountains all day. Made 15 miles. 

15 - Caught fine speckled trout from Bear River. Ate to our atomachs 

utmost capacity. Train caught two or three bushels. 8 milea. 

16 - Pretty vale up Bear River. Up a'hill and camped at a creek 13 

mi. 

17 - Up and down tremendous hillea Caznp!,!d 13 mi • 
.. 

18 - Mormon· settlement pf 200. Fine w~~at. Wheat not in bloom 

yet. Fine graea and water all the way frOJll· Green River. }lountain, 

springs and brooks. Pretty valley, rich land, 14 ~ilea. 

19 - Wonderful freaks of nature, Lofty mount, covered with pine and 

other mountain growth; the pretty vale and·the guahins fountain all con­

spire to show the wonderful works of God. Got to Soda Springs and 

camped. 15 miles. 

20 - Lay by all day; Visited the numeroua Alkaline and mineral 

apringB of the place. Mountains are fonned from the sediment or carbon 

deposited from these stranga epl'inga; Some of them l~O feet above the 

level of the valley. One of theae ia strangely wonderful, aending forth 

A ntonm of nulphuX' .from a holo in the top. A ramb1-ing noioe is heard by 

laying the ear to the ground. Like a steam boat in motion, from which 

noise it takes the n8.tlle of Sulphur :Boat Spring,. Mormon to~n. Irrigate 

to make their crops. 

21 Sabbath, traveled 12 mi. 

22 -
I~')~!:., 

23 - Lander Cut-off intersects with Soda Springs rock by which we. 

camev Commenced raining at 1 P.M. which caused us to lay by till the 
.\ 

morning. ,. Rough · road today,· no· water fdr 8 ·nules· .after leaving :Black 
( (<,<-.;. <7,.) 

foot" .. On our left is a pre.tty mt. side spaZ'cely_coveriad with high fir 
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and quaking aspen trees. On the right is a high lllOuntain oo n.istnnt 

that it resembles a blue cloud that bounds the eastern horizon. Traveled 

8 mi. 

24 - Clear and cool this mo·rn. Our travel today has been along a 

prett:y VC\lo nt tha baaa of a mountain. Pine, quaking ospen tr~ea. 

uhrubbery o.11 along tha tt1ountai11' e side and base. Brooks of .,,oter have 
f 

been pretty plenty· with some springs, fine grass Etc. 16 mi, Camp. 

25 - Traveled till dark, Found no drinking water or for cooking 

purposes nor for stock, Camped on a high plain. 8 miles of water, 

Traveled 17 miles, 

26 - No water till got to John Gray's Creek and then it vas eo bad 

thnt could not use it. ·Yent on at l l/2 P.M. and got gale, of water and 

went back to train with it. · Came to Snake river, croaaed it by ferry 

boat and by tow, lock and tackle. It was 9 o'clock. Made camp, had 

supper by bank, 15 miles, 

27 - Snake river ie ·a grand and beautiful stream, resembling Green 

river which we formerly crossed. Leaving Snake River ferry ~e proceeded 

on our woy up this stream, I now contemplate and behold the moat beau­

tiful scenes imaginable. -The extensive Snake river valley stretches out 

before us, On our right far off may be seen pretty mts. the most prominent 
( (, 1,t. •ri, "lF·:'.•!.' ~7 ) 

of which ia Fr~emonta Peok 'which towers high above the others resembling 

a cone on a high spot. On our left is a streak of mountains that appear 

like dark irregular blue clouds behind which the .glorious sun is declin­

ing. sprea.ding his red light ·and on the peaks of the distant hills; 

causing Freemonts Peak to look like an immense yellow ball of fire. On 

we slowly move. The sun now has htd ~imself beyond yonder high mount., 
.l 

leaving a streak of red athwar-t the Western ~orizon. Freemont's Peak 

no\t pute on its former appearance resembling a . blue conical cloud·. The 
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bat hns bcg~m to fly around; ··· 'l'o our right is the pretty Cryat'll Snak~ 

river. Up the right hand margin of ~hich ;we wend our way. To our left 

ia heard the'howl of numerous Kiotes. We camp at dark having traveled 

10 miles. 

28 ~ Holy Sabbath. Lay by till 4 P.M. when we moved up 3 miles. 

29 - Loy'·by till 3 P.M. to recruit oui- stock• fill our \.rater keg.a 

make all essential preparati~ns to start inta th~. great 50 mile desert. 

' Started into the desert at 3 P.M. After tr~vl!ling 3 miles come to a 

lake that was 3 tniles·wide and five ~ilea.long, which was entirely dried 
. . 

up, there being no rain here .since March~ Here was an :1.mmense quantity 

of _fishes which had d,ied in consequence of wa~er drying up. There were 

piles of them dead in all the lowest places. Uaugh rocky road 5 miles 
. • • • I 

·. . 
when we came to sandy ro.ad .• .'About S o'~lock _a. great et.ort:1 of wind, hail 

·and rain came up. Continued to drizzle till 11 P.M. at which time we 

camped on the "desert:," having traveled nearly half the night. 15 mi. 
l.1 -1-. ;;: 

30 - Crossed Cumaa Creek, no water only dtagnated holes. Comped at 

a Stage Stand, From thio and 30 mi, below we can see off to the right 3 

high mountains that·tower high above the other mountain elevations. 

Those mounts are 150 miles distant· from the road, and are called the 

three sisters~~- the three buttes • . Traveled 18 miles. 

31 - Starting out_· at 6 A.M. had gone but a mile when we were com­

pel] •"' ·: •·,:, double teams in consequence of the heavy sand for miles. 

Stopped two hours at noon turned our stock out to browse on the sage and 

dry graas there being no water in 15 miles. yeto At 4 P.M. resumed our 

march being compelled to get · tn •·· ·• •· :- b~fore striking camp· as our stock 
. • . 

were really suffering for w,1t•:; . • · ·· ·-~ 11.ioccc<lc<l till nig11t °l!ihen blackness 
,I 

was added to darkness by the appearance of thunder ·storms. We moved on 
• •'.i 

until it became so dark we could not see t-he road. A plan waa th~n 
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devised. A beacon light 'Nae then constructed by putting u mm1 in front 

a few yards to pilot, the advance wagon following close after the light; 

the others were ordered to close up. and follol-1 close after the advance. 

Thus we groped .our way, commenced battling with darkness, thunder and 

lightning, It did not rain in torrents only moderately, till 12 o'clock 

At night-when wa came to a·little creek of water that tnade us know that 

we were over the· desert. Then we camped; . only broke our wagons having 

traveled 20 miles. 

September i' - Our roa.d today has been up a -canyon for 5 miles; in 

many places rough and rocky. A meandering rivulet on our right along 

which our road wendo ita way;_ crossing it twice beautiful mountain 

scenery on either side of the canyon. Numerous beaver houses na dome, 
) 

nre on this creek, proving ·t.hat they abound he~e, aa also in nearly nll 

of theoe mountain creeks. They are very plentiful in bear river• dam-
,• 

ming up the etream every .. 200 yda for miles.· Here bear abound with many 

other Vel."lllin. Our road no~ re-croaaes tha Rocky mountains to the Eastern 

aide; Encamped for the night, 10 mi. 

2 - Our trail today haa been ov~r the rocky mountains. Not rough 

and high hilla a.a at bear river but good road moat of the way. Now and 

then we would find pretty fertile valleys abounding in fine grass. Soma 

high e.nd pretty peaks to our left. · Stage Stations every 10 or 15 miles 

along here. Encamped after making a 17 mi. drive. 

3 - We have been meeti':1g _hundreds of stnmpedera 'from the gold 

mines for the last 3 weeks. Our eyes feaat·ed on eotne beautiful natural 

scenery today as in the case· ·through eyery day's travel in the Rocky 

mts. Pretty vales encircled by high mountain peaks, some of which are 
,I . 

sparsely covered with timber. Traveled 20 miles. 
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t, - Some elevatim1.a, canyon, good water. 55 miles from Virgild.a 

City, 200 yards to a spring. 'l'r~veled 15 ~ilea. 

5 - 'l'oday we passed through the deep canyon. Here is aome of the 

most beautiful and grand acenes that ever met the eye. Canyons and 

cross canyons, mount~ina towering one above the other like stair stepa. 

'rhe sun ia forevc:1: hid in many plnc:ee here, the 1nount11ina being no high. 

Here also are aeveral 'little bro,oks that gush·· down from the mountains 

and make thei~ way into canyon creeks 11 'down ;which we move. After 

emerging,fr01n the canyon we come to Black Tail Deer Creek. At this 

creek we strike an open·plain. After cr~ssing·this a distance of 7 

miles ,re again-ascend and descend mts. long and steep•· Camped, Traveled 

20 mi. 
~'r°//Jr,,l/{() • ; ;': I. 

6 - Came to Striking Water Creek at 11 A.M •. ' Came to tall gate at· 
J'. 

9 A.M. Got in sight of Virginia C:lty .or in 5 ·.mi:, of it at 11 A.M. Here 

we camped, 1raveled 13 miles, 

7 - I went into town to see the sights, very buaineaa place. A 

emnll creek called tha Alder Creek Gulch \orith gold minea that have 
... ' . 

attracted so tnuch uttention. ln· thio.Gulch is situated Junction, 

Nevada, Centrai,·, Vi.rginia and Surnm:lt Citi.ee all. of which seem to be 

almost mining.towns. Virginia is the center of the buaineaa, also the 

finest town, there being tnany good buildings. Here i s a continual brush 

and throng of people. Nothing can ba heard but the cry of ~uctioneers 

fx-orn one eud of high street to the other, 'l'het;e ia a vast amount of 
. ,I .·, 

:• ' 
gol1da of every kind hereo Dray a "bunsea, •• v~g~ns loaded with hay wood·, 

vegetables of all kinds and·almoat bloc~ .up the roads and streets. 

This in Short is a.business place • 
• I 
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''"" ., ... M4han and Sw:rm1erli&& 
j 

Days·. Sluicing& .. 

Feb. 
.. . ;, ·-~ 

8 • '.$ 11.ro • i • • • • • • ~ • • • . • -J • : . • • ... 
March ·• . ~r " 

28 
.. ;,_oo. 75 • .. • • • • . . • • • . · .: . • . . .. ! " 

30 .. '.12.90 • • • • • • • • • • . .. ... .. ·.• ·, •. 
' •• 

April 
6 • • • • • • . . • • • • . . • 12.45 
7 ' 104.40 • • • • • • • • • • .. • 
9 • • • • • • • • • . : · .. • • • • 80.00 

10 • ,· • • • • • • • • • • • 65.15 
13 • • • • • • • . 11 • • • • ' 131.65 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • ....... 57.40 

• • • • • • • • • • • .. • • 55.50 
• • • • • • • • • • • ·• • • • 17.05 

May 
7 • • • • • .. • • • • • . 77,30 
9 • • .. , ., .. • • • . . • . . • • 79·.40 

12 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . t 3.1.~jp 
17 • • 0 • ·• • , • ... ~ . • "•·- ·. 42 ... to . .... ,, .. 
19 • • • • . ~ . • • • • . . .. •· . . : ~:tJ', .Q . . 

•{::~.::·?··~ ~·.oo 22 • • • • • • .. • • • • .. : ·• 
23 • • • • • • • • • • .. •. ~ · ,11 · , ., •' .10 ... . . · \.~ ~ . . . 
29 • • • ! • • • • • •' • .: :.:~ . -.;,,~.'/' ... ;. 22 .15 : _ .. ,, ...... , ,. , .. _ ..... 

June 
,. 

5 
• ; .. 

19.10 • • • • • • • • ·~ • .. , • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • .• 5.90 

,. 

No. 2l Daya Sluicing 
First run • • • • • • • 9.90 

2 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 31.00 
3 • • • • • • • • • • 9. 21. 
4 • . . • • • • • • • • • • 17.15 
5 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6.10 
6 • • • • • • • • • . • • 9.60 
7 • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • 13.90 
s • • i • • • • • • • • • • • 16.05 · 
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RETURN TRIP FROM MONTANA TO MISSOURI• 1866 

Garland J. Mahan· 

lat January - In the morning cloudy somewhat. Clears off about 10 

o'clock ~.M. and thaws some. Sun shines warm and pleasant till 12 

o'clock~. toward 2 o'clock clouds up. Wind blows extremely hnrd with 

heavy snowstorm'Continuing fifteen minutes then sun shines out. Alter­

nate snow and sunshine till night. 

Christmas day sun shone most of the day. Mercury 20° below ~ero. 

About the 25th of Dec. mercury stood 35° below and ope day or two it 

congealed. 

Jan. 2 

Clear and· windy though pleasant all 9ay. Helena M. T. 

Helena M.T. 

J .E.C. eaqr. 

According to my promise and your request, 1 at length write you. 

I should have written sooner but I promised so many of ury friends to 

write to them, that I scarcely remember who all I owe a letter. 

Therefore I. presume. some wlll have to "take the will of the deed." 

As you requested .I shall endeavor to give you an impartial account of 

this country. Since my ndve11t if\to this new country (which was in 1864) 

there ha~ been a very perceptible change. There bns been a great amelio­

ration and development of ite vast resources, and it is destined at no 

distant day to out-rival any country on .this continent in an euriferous 

point of view. 

To'Wils and cities have aprung up as if by magic. We already have a 

PO?~lation of fifty-nine·thoueand which will he consider4bly augmented 



t:u.H oeason, Thia country alone acc~rding i:u atntiatics produced fl.ti 

million of dollars last season. The placer mines are extensive and many 

of them exceedingly rich; and there are new discoveries being made every 

few days. There has been several towns and cities spring up as if by 

magic, ~arming, Quartz mining• Freighting, Mercantile business. New 

diacovariosi ma.da recently, the richest of whicli :.le in the Elk c~eek 

country, where (I have been authentically informed, They get from 40 cts 

to $1·, 00 to the p<;1,n of dirt. 'Ihese tnines ·are in the vicinity of Hell­

Gate river and are represented as being very extensive. 

2nd - Started from· Helen.a M~T. (July 1866) aboard a fast mule 

train for Ft. Benton. Traveled 16 miles and encamped. Crossed Ten Mile 

creek,'six miles from Helena. Thie is a pretty little stream running\ 

through the Prickly Pear valley and ·affording water for irrigating the 

other purposes to the numerous farms and .ranches tha.t are located in the 

va11ey. 

" 3rd - Started by sun up having taken some nfpre passengers aboard 

which increased .our number to about fifty •. · Paaaed through Prickly .. Pear 

canon. Dig Prickly Creek here cuta its· way through masses of rock. Our 

road led down this canon 19 miles when we left it turning acros~ the,low 

mountains. Myera,'King'and Gillette are constructing a toll road down 

thia canon, the greater portion of 'which is already completed,· They 

have been employing 100 hands building and gr~ding Etc. ·. We crossed the 

Prickly Pear 33 t:i.rnea in traveling down this canon. There is the moat 

grand and magnificP-nt scenery on either side of the canon that the eye 

ever witnessed. High mountains so~e of which are covered with pines; 

Others lofty crags and cliffs some of which seem almost ready to topple 

over on the beholder. · 
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4th - Today is the great anniversary of American independence, 

though we are debarred from enjoying the convivialities of the day •. 

Crossed the Dearborn River, the water of which is as clear as crystal. 

The Indians killed several men along here last fall. · Encamped for the 

night nea.r where· some ranchmen had been murdered by the Indiana and 

thoil:' hou.se burned down. The Blackfeet and Pegnn. Indiana :tnha.bit this 

country. 

' 5th - Crossed Smoke River .. which is very raptd and about 150 yards 
. 

wide. These atreams·are tributaries of · the }1iesouri. Encamped for the 

night .. 

6th - Drove into Fort Benton this morning after a trip of 140 

miles. Found 2 boats at the Fort one of _which the "Agnes"_was raising 

steam to start down. 
r , 

We embarked on thia~boat in company with some 25 

other Montaniana. About 10 A.M. we atart:ed bound for Jefferson City, 

Mo. feeling a considerable anxiety to return to our native land, having 
! 

enjoyed the luxuries,· privations, hardahips and· turlJl()ila of a miner' a 

life for two or three years, 

While Bitting on the bow of the boat our· attention was attracted to 

several small flo~kaof antelope that were quietly grazing along the 

margin of the river, We had not gotton out of eight of the antelope 

when a_everal voices were heard -=o cry out "buffalo" ~'buffalo" "Look at. 

them, there they go." We fired about SO.shots from revolvers and guns 

into the herd which numbered about 25, kiliing but one and wounding 

three OX' four others. Our Captain ordered the boat 91;:ounded to'v when 

about 50 or 60 paasengera and hands went ashore to bring their trophy on 

board.. They wera not gone long when -~they made their appearance at the 
.l 

bank and tumbled their game down ;h~ bank of the river .. He proved to be 

& fine· young fat fe11ow.. The greatea't excitement prev&iled r-,hile bringing 
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the buffnl~J oboa.cd. But a aho:rt time elapsed till they bad him butc.l,;;.,\::d 

and swung up at the bow of the-boat. 

This excitement ha.cl scarcely subsided when "buffalo" again was t:he 

cry. 'rhere were two flocks about a half mile apart, the largest num­

bered about 3 or 400 • . A few miles further and we came on another herd 

thut war.:s r;itoming tho r:1.voJ:". We had the mos"\: intense excitement in 

throwing lasaoes while they were swimming round the boat. We caught a 

very 1arge one with·a ;aaao, though he eacaped but aucceeded in cap­

turing a fine fat calf that had been wounded. Passed Maria river about 

3 P.M. A few mil~Y below the }laria, we enjoyea the moat magnificent 

scenery i~ginable. There were pyramids that seemed to be built by 

the hand of art, symbols of huge churches with· ·their spirea, other 

formation9 that resembled old fortifientions; one or which attracted 

pm:ticular attentiqn, that· of a large face thp.t ;resembled a port hole. 

Other forms that resembled a brick or stone wall, ~very joint seeming 

discernible. 

We pa.aaed over (Dapaans) rapids abQut 4 P.M. We have not been out 

of eight of buffalo today. They are tobe seen in innumerable numbers 

on either aide of the ri11er. We p a ssed the steamer "Iron City" about 

sundown, landed and tied up at dark to await the morning; as it is 

' unsafe to run at night on account of snags and sand bars.· Our journe1 

today has been one of the~most animating, exciting and interesting, 

romantic and grand scenery. Innumerable buffalo, antelope, deer, 

wolves, wild geese Etc~ Etc. have been a perfect feast to the eye of the 

spectator~ 

"rapids. 0 

7th 

morning. 

Passed Cow Island about dusk, also passed over several 

. 
Our bo~t which is the "Agnesu started by day break thia 

Passed five boats this morning about. light on their trip up t:o 
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thu G. th:e.c of which were in one train. 'l'hey \/ere the 11Cora, 11 "Tom 

Stephens," 11Wav~rly11 (on her second trip up) "Amanda l!·oc" and one other. 

Beautiful scenery. On our right is a very level and extensive bottom, 

covered with a -luxurious growth of timber, while on our left are high 

mountainsiwith some scattering dwarf pines, and a few buffalo. Saw one 

elk o.nd a number of deerJ same antelope. Noticed but few buffalo. 

Passed atreruns and ateamera.Lou Ella, Cora, Big Horn and Gallatin with 
' 

some others, making in all ll _that we have met today. Paaeed through 

mouth of Muscle Shell river. There were a number of Indiana on the bank 

of the river; they hailed ua and wanted us to land hut the Captain would 
.• . 

not. They were the. Crow Indiana 6'!1d a:te very treacherous. We tied up­

for the night at dark. The course of the river haa been very winding 

today, running to almost evei:y point· 0£ the compass. Beautiful ialanda 

covered with cotton wood trees, low hills and valleys have been the only 
• 

scenery of interest today. 

8 - Sunday passed the steamers "Ontario" nnd "Deer Lodge" on their .. 
wo.y up, The latter one on her second trip. The river until today haa 

been narroll and clear, but it incrco.aed in width till i't la about three 

fourths and in many places over three quarters -of a mile vide and is 

becoming very muddy, lie passed (or crossed?) the south of N. Milk river 

about noon. Passed several groups of Indiana. They hailed us and 

w~.nted ua. to land, bl\t of course were unheeded, . Seeing this aome of 

them pointed their guna at us. 1his vas above Milk river. Passed two 

desolate forts. The river haa several b~g bends; it is so crooked that 

we have run to every point of the compass today. One bend is 40 miles 

around; and but 4 miles across. Several others nearly aa great. Saw a 
.l 

number of buffalo on either side of the river. Filled so that had com~ 

to the river to get water and so could not again get up the bank. ,· '!'here 
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Wert~ nbaut l!iO ohot:s f lre<l at them bef'1re the fill. Ort either aide of 

the river have had beautiful scenery today. On either aide has been 

vast prairies or plains covered w~th luxuriant grass, .extending as far 

as the eye can reach. Oi:t many places on the prairies a:re to be seen 

small groups of buffalo, elk and deer from '.-2 to J.O in a herd, quietly 

feeding.· We tie tonight about 200 miles a~ove ~ort Union. Stopped 

twice to vood today. There are;no wood yards, from Ft, Benton for over 

1000 miles below, consequently boats have to cut their own ~ood. 

9th - Rolling plain~ has been our only scenery today, Passed "Big 

Muddy." Landed at Fort Union a pretty atrong fort about 6 P.M. Went 

ashore and strolled through the fort. It is owned by a fur company. 

Here were collected numerous Indiana to get their ammunitions. The 

various tribes were represented. There were some few white men and a 

good ma.ny half breedo, 

. (i 

Pa.seed the _mouth of the Yellowstone river 51. L~--X 

tnilea below Ft, Union. 'rhe water is very yellow and doee not: mix with 

the Missouri immediately. · Where ··it juts into the Missouri, it is over a 

half mile wide, River continues to increase in size. Passed the 

steamer Ben Johnson at the mouth of the Yellowstone. She took soldiers 

up to the mouth of the Yellowstone, They are going to build a fort on 

the opposite aids at'the mouth of the Yellowstone, and about where at 

thia junction is the line of Montana, Dakota joining it here on the 

north. 

10th - Our scenery today has been monotono1is rolling and extensive ... 
plains with now and then some low barre~ hills. 

11th - Passed the steainer uAmanda" on her way to Fort Benton. Old 

-Ft. Clark a.nd Ft. Berthol, both of which are in D3:kota Territory. The 

former is an old dei,erted plac~; .the.~ latt~r is yet occupied by the 

American Fur Company. There are a few soldiers at Ft. Union and also at 
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this place. On either side of the river today in many placcu 11c1vc beer.:. 

beautiful, extensive and rich prairies; co,vered ·in many places with 

luxuriant grnaa. In other places are low hills, Passed White Earth 

river Little Missouri and Hart rivers. 

12th July 1866 - Paaaed1 Ft. Rice about. aun ·.up this morning, This 

is a Nilitary '·post·. Wind rose about breakff.lat: and we had to tie up a s 

we could not make out t .o pilo·t t'. .a boat. Went ashore, as we landed at a 

pretty bottom covered with luxurient timber and.grass, Saw the first 

burr oak, ash, grape vine and other timber that we have not seen since 

we left horae. It waa an extensive bot·tom, rich and pretty, Took a 

stroll through the woods; it was earl~ morning; ~here was a cool and 

pleasant wind, the numerous birds wer~ hutomin~ their cheerful notes and 

all nature seemed animated a~d to "Praise its gr~at Creator.'' We felt a 

strange kind of happineaa as we grasped with our feet, this virgin aoi.l 

where perhaps man hitherto, had never trode 

At the mouth of the Yellowstone, night before last, we did not 

close our eycu on account. of the anooquitos, which. swanned through every 

part of .the boat, filling every crevice and cO'rner. The po.asengera were 

f~ghting, scratching, walking and rolling ali night and were raiaed in 
vi, , ·1 .i. 

thousands of whelps by morning. We never saw one millionth part e.a many 

in any place before. Passed Beaver and Grand rivers, small streams• 

13th - Passed the mouth of More~~ and Big Cheyenne rivero. Passed 

Ft. Pierce met the steamer Sun Set~· The soldiers preaaed her at Ft. 

Stully and compelled her ~o return to Ft. Benton loaded with troops and 
. . 5,)l .... '( 

storesa Passed by on the·opposit~ aide of the river at Ft. Stully as we 

did no like .the idea of being pressed~ \. They beckoned us to land but our 
. .· . 

Captain did not heed theni-·, ~unt~y has been mostly level today. 
. . . 

l;4th - The country today' ,4s u~~al 9 has been .,.1n0stly level plains, 

e~tending as .f:~~ as t.4~ eye · ca.ii' re~ch. We have . passed oony beautiful 

' I 
(7) 

.... 



Is,,md:J today; some of theo covered with luxurient timLer. Tied up ior 

the ni£ht. 

15th - Sunday - Very pretty scenery on either side of the river 

today. Level plains and low hills. Beautiful green grass. About 12 

o'clock today we struck the first white settlement. Small fields of .. 
corn \.las' to be seen along the banks.of the river; this the firat corn we 

. . . 
have seen growing for three years., "It made ua ·~hink of old times, of 

our native land and.civili2ation. ,Passed Yancton agency. Passed Ft. 

Randolph at 1 P.M. Come to Bonhomma Island at 7 P,M, It ie 9 miles 

long and a half, to one and o h111f wide. It is the most enchanting and 

beautiful Island that I ever .eaw. Timl>er so thick that it looked dark. 

Through this thick grove of tree~ were to be seen in many placed beau­

tiful avenues, varying in width from 4 to 30 feet. The thick shade in 

these avenues resembled .. eummer heuaea; .the branches ~f the trees meeting 

above. Some few grape v:lt1e~· and numerous p~ vines in many places. We 

hnve seen a good deal of fin~ country today.~ No one could form the moat 

remote idea of the hundreds of thousands of acres of rich and beautiful 

lands that are uncultivated in America., whc;, had not seen tl~em. 

16th - We have Nebraska Territory and Dakota on the left 1 the river 

being the line. Passed Yancton about breakfast. It is the capitol of 

Dakota but is a small unimportant vil~age on the left bank of the river. 

We atill can see tvo territories at the time; Nebraska on the right and 

Dakota on the left. Prett;~ and extensive bottoma on either aide of the 

river. Passed the little village called Vermillion situated at the 

mouth of Vermillion river. Also phss1.:d James river, beautiful islands 

and exte.n~ive rich prairies. Little farm·s are becoming numerous; and 

things seem to appea·r like civilization. Passed around a big bend 45 

miles and but 7 across by land, on the left after we came to Sioux City 

(8) 
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Iowa nnd Dakota. It is o pretty little town. But little chanBe in tl1e 

scenery; pretty Islands and level and extensive prairies aa usual. 

Passed the steamer Elk Horn on her way up to Ft. Benton. 

17th - We have had pretty islands agaLn today also extensive and 

rich prairies, Florence a little village on the Nebraska side of the 

river. We now· have Iowa on~. the left and Nebraska on the right, Arrived 

at Oraaha, capitol of Nebraska Territory about & P.M, There ~ere three .. . " 

. G.'4 ~ !~-

boats' there the Denver, War Eagle and Jacob Gap. Everything about this 

place presented a lively and bu8iness like appearance,_ The levee waa 

covered with ties, rails and freight: of all kinds, The cars are running 

several miles above this place. Several passengers got off here. 

18th - Passed Plattsmouth, a eruall town at the ~outh of Platte 

river. Nebraak~ City a considerable town presents, from the river, a 

neat and compact appearance 'Elnd th.is is in Nebraska Territory also. 

Arrived at St. Joseph a·t 6. P.M~ It is ·a pretty city,. good buildings and 

compactly built. The moat important buildings are Acadimua Nunnery and 

Poydy House the latter a hotel,· It wa.a built at the cost of one hundred 

and fifty thousand dollareu ·There is a railroad connecting this place 

with Atchison Kansas which is 33 milea below on the opposite side of the 

river. St. Joseph is the moat important place ,rest of St. Louie, there 

being an ~tmnenae amount of out fitting done fo~ the plaina. 

There were 400 Mormons arrived here a few days ago on their.way to 

Salt Lake and 2 thousand expected. This place presents a lively ap­

pearance • • The surrounding country· is rich and.··beautiful. Numerous 

farms on either side of the iiver, maµy of which are·extenaive. A 

number of passengers got off here and aiso ~t Omaha. There were three 
j r .· ~, 

boata here at the wharf and we met several others above St. Joe. 
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19th - Arrived nt Atchison situated on the right hand ai<l a of tiu.'! 

river in Kansas at breakfast time.· therP were some 30 paasenoera t u go 

off here; most of th~ living in Buchanan county, Missouri. Thia is a 

town of considerable importance, pretty well built and good many sub­

stantial buildings. There ia a good deal of out fitting done here. 

Thir.1 place is 33 miles belo¥ St. Joe. Surrounding country is rich and 

unbroken. Good farma·both'-qn the }1iasouri.and Kansas aide. 
.. ·"' Came to WeatonJ a pretty 1ittle village on t~e Missouri side of the 

,. 

river about oun rise. Several other little.v~llages. Passed Ft. 

Leavenworth at 9 A,M. Lea~enworth City ia a beautiful town on the 

Konaaa aide, good.buildings and well laid out. Streets nre wide and 
i 

atroight and are kept clean and nice. Thi! co.rs o.re running here nnd ot 

Atchison alao. 'lhe.Plantero House is a large substantial building built 

of brick. There are rather good ~uildinga. The.houses .are mostly of 

brick. Thie town is about as large or larg~r than St. Joe. We passed 

.Wyandotte a pretty _little village·at the mouth ·of the Wyandotte river on 

tlll? line between Miaaouri and Kanaaa, and a tnite from this plnca we crune 

to Ko.nsas City. Considerable town in Missouri. A good view ia hnd of 

either of these two towns from the otlier~ Several passengers got off at 

Kana a a City, among them was Dr. Howard· ·of Tip ton and a young tnan named 

Dorsey from Cambridge, Saline County, Missouri. City is a small town on 

the left bank of the river, Wellington a small village of no importanc~ 

on the right bank of the: river. It is 6 miles -from Lexington the county 

Beat of Lafayette county. Tied up at dusk at ~exington to take on some 

freight and await the morrow .. ' 

20th - Start~d from Lexington about sun up. This is a neat and 

beautiful to~~ on the right bank of. the river. The buildings are largep 

naat and aubstantifll• mostly of brick and stone. There are several 
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achooln of high gr,,cle here; a Coller,a nu~; two or three. Acf!cletnl'~G. 'fo e. 

town ia up on a hill a few hundred yards from the river. A very irn-

perfect view iB had of it from the river; and the traveler viewing it 

from the river .would conclude ther,e were not more than a score of housea 

in the place. Thie place ia 185 miles from Jefferson City by water and 

160 by land. The cars run vithin 20,niiles of this place. The country 

from the time we atarted this morning has. ~.~en rich on either aide of 

the river, much of it pretty extensive~· Hiama is a little v;illage on 

the right bank. ·Cambridge also on the right~ bank shout the size of 

former Brunswick, a small town on. left of river. · 

Glasgow is conaiderable village ·~n the right. Several good build­

ings here~ Arrow Rock on the right, some 60 or 70 houses perhaps. 

'Miamap Cambridge and ·Arrow Rock are in Saline ..county. This is a very 

rich county and la~d' level. Numerous creeks and rivers. The rivers on 

either side, Numerous good extensive farms on either side of the river, 

Fields are dnrk and hlialthy looking, Corn, ··some of it silking and 

tasselling; also fields of wheat, some just i'ipe, others cut and etncked, 

Passed Doonville a beautiful toWI\ on the right.bank of the river, the 

county eea.t of .. Cooper county, Reach port on the left in Boon county, 

small village. We can now aee the Capital of Jeff City, the distance 
. 

being ebout fifteen miles, It pree2nte a beautiful appearance at thio 

distance, Landed at Jefferson Cit·y · a little after aun sat. Did the 

(Captain and passengers good-bye), 

Garland J11 Mahan July 20-1866 

,] 
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