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Pred • ..\. tyman with his company o.i.' pione:ers le .• .'t the ,~1.1r.p oi' 

int(·r.;1..-.rt.crs April ,:-; th ld47 & travelea ·, mile:s ~ camped. Prest. 

L.:.,man rt r. ·1. t.o Coimcil, sta,ed over night and c.i.:ne. to ca' ·: · . 

(April :.trJJ lTest, ru,man had in the comra1~ 1 wacron, J horses ~ 1 

rid1nv m...re. Starl:i.n,r !Jriggs and Albert C-4!'rington to saht wai?,;on • 

.Bro. h::~t..as Ada:,·s l waggon i!. 2 t1orsc:s, hJmsel.L a.na ~,oswell c. Stevens 

'i n compa11.y. 

A, iV. C<.:ilir,s . .'."urnishea l wag.:on & 2 mules. 

John Gleason & Charles I?urke go with it. 
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Jose1-n i, 1thews l w1::-gon, 2 r.,ules i l riding mare. Gil.:l:,arci LW'l'Jlle is with him • 

.: .c,,es t • .r'lake furnished l w.-if 11son, 2 mules and 1 col'J 'Wi tr. a olack man, 

·.'rreen. l<'ielc.in; (h.rr .t'urnisi1ed l waggon. 

i.c rw.rn :' ::1.J lor l horse,. & A• !'. c.i.iesl.::y l ma.re to said. wa?on. Da.i.iel 

"'ho~~~ l'w-nished t:aggage wa.t=ir:on, 3 •:.ules 6c l horse to .:o to D,mr.il (?), 

.1ohn 'fhomas ari ver., John Bro,vn 2 •agons 4 mules, i..i oxen, 2 cows, 

~.,,1.t •1ew Ivory Daniel Powell, Llacks Oscar· & Hark .- G. A. Smith's team came up. 

CApril 9th] Q.£. c;. the same day about 1/2 past 2 o'clock P. L at 3 P. 1~. 

s&me date A. Lyman & his company started°' travelea 12 mis. v camped in the 

open prairie about 1/2 past 8 o•c::tock P. M. 1{ociney ~,auger ()fle 01· our company 

come up with 1..s just i..efore ?le campeu.. Jnesley & Gleason & Aaams & Lumme 

volunteered to guaru. 

[April lOth.J Started at 6 a. m. c< traveled. ~C :;1is & reache u t ·1 e Elk Horn, 

at j P.M. O Pratt ii. w. Woodruff, u E.T . ::enson with their comFanies 

crossed over, guard J. Brown, J. Mathews, Ivory, ,1.. Dadeer, R. c. Stevens, 

Po~ell, c. 1-urke. 

Randall the Scotch giant. Height 7 ft. 6 inches, ~cu:1d the chest 

inches, round cal! 20, round arm, 18 1/2. fro~ tip of th\.Jl'lb tc end of 

ringer 13 1/2 i nches. Weight 432, wif e in proportion. -
' .. -· '" ! ' 

J 
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f'rc~·. o. Pratt's ir.eas...rements & c .. lculat.1 ons at Ft. John. 

fr~ a mean of 9everal .Ba.rometrical o~sdrv3ti0ns taken during 

3 ~ays, the . l':eight above the level of tl.e s;a "W:ls i.090 rt. 

By a ~eridian observation of t :1e sun the L.,.t,i tude 11as L20 12' 13". 

i-t· a mean oi' 6 eit:hts (?) Longi tu1e w~st fror. Greenwich was 6 hr 56 m 

47 1/2 s. 

Width of LaraI'.:ies fork 41 ycls. at. trle i,·t. 

~--
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Prest. A:no1.s3. LyTr.an 1 s Jcn;rnal ol' his trir as l-frne~r .trc!r, .A;,ril Str. H:47 

t.1~ A;..ril 11 ~h. 

; .1. A. Lyman le.Ct the ca.:;,p 01· ".-antor ~'l:larters., Oma.ha .fat.ion, with his co::iparJY 

of pioneers April bth/47 about.) P. ~:. ,iust .s.s r,. P. Pratt. arrived from Engl ... ad. 

Traveled 7 r,iles & ca.:uped.. L. Lynian rtnd to city. cc·untry very broken; all 

quite and sate. In company• wa~;gons and. tear:.s as .i'ollcws; A. L.,inan 1 wa.ggon, 

J Horses, 1 ridinr ma.re. A.~ Albert Carrington~ Starling Driggs ~ith i t . 

Barnabas s. Adams, l wagpon, 2 horses, with Hcswell c. Stevens. A.~- C,c,llins 

furnished 1 waggon, 2 mules., John Gleaaon &: ::narles Burk l'iith it. Joseph .Mathews 

.11ra·gon., 2 rr.ules, l kl.din~ J.:are • . Gilbert LWTll'!':e is with him. Ja111es l'!. Flake 

furnished l wa~p.on, 2 mules., & 1 co\11., 11i th a t.lack man, named Green. Fielding 

Garr .furnished 1 waggon., Norman Tay~or l ho1·se, A. P. Chesley l mare to go with 

said v·.gon. Daniel Thomas furnished 1 La,.;:.::aGe ·wagon, 3 r:ules and 1 horse, John 

Thomas dri var. John Brown in con.p.ny, wit:, 2 vrn. ··ons, 11 mules 4 o:x6r., 2 cows, 

WJ.th ll.athew !vor;r, ~vid Powel., & 2 black '...oys na'?led Oscar & Hark. A. ~ 

rtnd about 2 P. Jl. G. A. S!ni t,h' s team ca:'lle up. April 9th himself soon after, 

1/2 past 2 P. :~. - April 9th, at J P. ii. A. L;vrr,an ~nu co .. ,!'.'.'aey sta1·ted., traveled 

12 miles, & camped a.t 1/4 past !; P • .rl. in the open prairia., iiocine:i I1a.i~er, 

one of our co11,par,y came up with t:.f just t:Je1'ore we <.:a.1 ped. o. Pratt,, E. T. 

Eenson •Jt ihl!ord. Woodru.t'.f with their compar.ies., :an.pod with us. t;hesley, 

Gleason., Adams & Lum.i:e stood guara; open, ~roken rrairie; all ~uiet ~ safe. 

- April 10th started at 6 A.. M. 5' traveled steadilj tJl 3 P. ~. reacnea tl1e 

Elk Horn & camped; distance~ miles; guaru, J. Mkthews., Drown, Ivory, 

Ba.d1:,er, St.evens Powel & Burke; Pratt., :i3enson l. i\'oodruf .f crossed with their 

companies; country open, Lroken prairie, a view of the Platte river~ bottom 

from the Elk Horn bluffs, bottom very wide llt level 11itn tut little timber on 

t ·'e Cl4Lnks; all quiet and safe. 

6 Waggons to go on & lJ men. 1 ~ar~a~e ,~gon & driver. JJistance traveled 

39 miles. 2 wafons, 5 men wi th Er. I:rown. 

---- -
~----==~ --=--
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Sunday April 11th A Lyman & comran;y commenced crossing the Horn, soom 

,er breakfast about 1/2 past 7 A. M. on a raft, & all crossed just as .6. Young 

& H. C. Kimball came up. about 10 A. ~-J all the ~agons were crossed and ~ent 

dOTtn the Horn 1/2 mile~ formed a lipe. G. A. Smith on the extreme, all quiet. 

John Thomas rtnd with the ba~ga~e 1rae-gon. ~ After early break.fast A I(,tman, 

•1th the 12 & n, c. Stevens & some others started back to Winter ~ua.rters, -I 

sent a fe• Unes to 'fDY' wi.fe. Uost of the teali:.S started on at the same time, 

& 4 of 1. L.Yman1s waggons, ,re traveled 11 miles up the Platte, the bottom very 

wide & level., & camped without JT.Uch order, there being no one appointed to 

form the line. Col Markham afterward came up & foraed a line the same after­

noon; Weather cool, cloudy, & windy; 

The Platte is very wide, 'lt'ith low sandy banks, & shallow, nift current, 

" the bottom on each aide ia very wide & level, & the blutfs rise [p. 6] low 

1 sloping from the edge 01· the bottom. Col, s. Markham called the men 

-~,ether about sun down, gave them some good counsel, a~out keeping the command­

ments, & to be careful~ watchful and prayerful, & do as they were told by the 

12 even to the smallest particular. It was voted to abide the counsel of Col. 

Markham; H. G. Sherwcod and Thos. Grover until the 12 returned. Jackson Redding, 

Barnabas t. Adama 1 Tarleton Lewis., & Br. case l'lere a~pointed to start in the 

mornipg & hunt a ford or crossing on the Horn hir,her up to shorten the distance 

from Winter Quarters & strike tile Platte higher up & a~oid some sloughs on the 

!&at o! the Horr-, & in the Platte bottom. all quiet & safe. 

lJth Elder Taylor returned to W±nter Quarters from England. aedding, Adans, 

Lens & Case started after breakfast to hunt the !ord. Driggs waded on to the 

island !or ga.11e, got nothing. The road committee returned~ reported unfavorablJr. 

Weather, light clouds., but pleasant. ill quiet. 

Jth Cloudy, commenced showering soon after 7 J.. w., quit showering about -
ll 1. M. cool. all quiet. 

y · 15th. Clear and pleasant, about 3 P. ». A Ln:ia.n with the 12 &. R. c. Stevens -
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with a coTt furnished ty A.. W. Collins & the 4 waggons that stayed at t!'le horn 

ca:t:e up. G • .A.. Stni th & wa.ggon came up a:...out 1/2 past 5 P • .M. Compa.cy- called 

together & addressed by B. Young. Guard set. All quiet. (p. 2) 

~ After breakfast the camp was called together, & formed in a double 

ring• no. of n,en 14.3. Wollen J ;· children 2. Lorenzo Young being the only 

man who took his tamily; bu8iness openea by prayer by B. Your.g; remarks by 

G. !. Smith, H. c. Kimball, Bishop Whitney & .Noble. Commenced organizing b7 

appointing Cols. Markham &. Rockwood captains of hundreds or ot' 72 & 71; 

Tarleton Lewis, Addison Evertt,&-. Case & John Pack captains of Sos; Cnarles 

ShWD'ffa.y, B. t. A.dams, John Brown, Howard Eg!\ll, Seth 'la ft & the 12 who are along 

(8) captains of tens; Col. Markham was appcJnted Captain or a standing guard 

& he picked out .So l?len., 12 on at a time, to zstand 1/2 the night. T.be leather 

boat came up on the .15th &. was in the ring. A L.)'1Dan1 my•elt'., Acwns &c sent 

letters back to our families. No. ot waggone 72, besides the boat. At 2 p. m. 

Started & tra.veled up the Platte 4 miles & camped in line at 4; distance 4 

mis [milesl. Weather cool & clouctr. The road keeps up on the bank of the Platte. 

Instruments brought by Taylor & Pratt, l artificial horizon., 2 Sextants., 2 circles 

ot reflection, 2 barometers, 1 telescope, several thel'Jl!ometers. AL~ w~t 

ahead & looked out a camp ground; cool uid cloudy. 

17th Started soon atter I 1. ». traveled up the Platte 7 miles & camped -
about 11. Thermometers, an hour by sun, stood at 26°, wind very high & cold., 

1orne cloudy. lt 5 P. Jl. the camp were called together & !orined in tens. 

Prest. B. Young proposed that •e organiz~ as a military body. B. Young was 

elected Jiaut. General S. Markham Col., John Pack 1st fp. 7] Major, Shadrac 

Rouney 2nd Major. Prest. Young then told eVe'!.7 rr,an who walked to carry a 

gun loaded & the teamsters to have theirs where they coula put their hands 

;u thn easily; teams to travel b;y lOs [tens} 6t not separate, no man to go out 

or the ten unless sent. Thornaa Tanner was appoi,ited captain 01' the cannon 

with 8 men. Thos Bullock clerk or the compaey. ~· IQman with his w,ggon & 

\ 

0 



.... a-

n.t. !Jams •ith his were.formed into the line next to H.C. Kimball. In 

l'ormiug into lOs E.T. B~nson was captain of the ( p. 3) 2nd 10., ,nth 11aggons 

& ~en as follows; Doct Rjchards, Thos Bullock & George Brown, 'With 2 wagg­

ons, knasa ~an., .llbert CarringtonJ Starlir.g Driggs., Barnabas L. Adams & 

Roswell c. Stevens With 2 wa.ggons. E.T. Benson & Thos. Grover with l 

waggon (S waggons & 10 men) all quiet. 

List of the men Lelongi.-;g to the standing guard., drawn 1.'rom .A.. Lyman's 

company. B.L. Adams captain oi' 10, M. Ivory, D. fo~el, J • .Mathewa, A.P. 

Chesley., G.Lunme, R. l:adger, c. Burke. A tradir:g waggon trom the Pawnees 

belonging to Benway camped just belo11 our line; they- had a Spaniard, whom 

they h~d redeemed from tne Pawnees; 

18th. Sunday:. Wind high & •ery cool from the wouthwest, cloudj'; towards 

eveni~ wind high but milder & but little cloudy. S waggons belonging 

to Sarpee came dow .from Pawnee With peltry. Feed., cotton wood & corn • .l 

t.rce was teli -on an ox, hurt some, but he walked off in a short time. Ellis 

Eames ,rent back, in .company with the trading teams; he got disheartened 

~ing sick. Thermometer at S p.!f. atr ·5.3 5/10, mercury 52 9/10, Barometer 

28 78/100. Captains 01· tens J'ili'ord Woodruff 1st., E.T. Benson 2nd, T. H. 

Young Jrd, Johnson 4th S~H. God.da.rd $th, c. Shumway 6th, Uas~ 7th, s. Taft 

8, H.Egan 9, A.P. Harmon 10, John Higb111, L.Jac~.an 12., J.Browu 13, J. 

Mathews 14~ E.T. Benson called hia 10 to~et.her, & gave in5tructions as 

follows, at l/2 past 8 the bugle to sound & all to ·attend prayers & all 

to be in bed and the !irea put out b7 91 at S, .1.u. the bugle to sound & 

all to rise in their beds & attend prayers, • every one be reacy to start 

at 7; every man whc doe~ not drive a team, tc walk beside his waggon, with 

a loaded gun lock leathered & caps reacey-. The sound of the bugle at other 

""urs to be an alarm. E.T. Benson resigned & Thomas Grover was elected 
l 

-..aptai.n of the 2nd lO. Camp to form in a ring with the off l'ore wheel 

--
y--. 
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• against the nigh hind one o.l' the lead "'agon, ton£_;ues out. All quiet. 

19th. Warm & pleasant; started at 1/2 past 7 A.M. & traveled till 2 

P·.M. 12 miles road dry & level u;.- the Platte bottom; camp formed on the 

bank of the river; soon a.f~r we camped o.P. Rockwood, J.Reddi.ng, J.C. Little 

& Thos. BrollU came up horseback ' (p.4) a.fter resting & bateing [feeding] 

traveled 8 miles, road as usual, 1reather quite warm but some clou<tr; 

camped in a semicircle on the Platte. :Platte as usual very wide, from l 

to 2 1/2 miles & studded 1dth islands; the bottan on the south siae 

appears narro,r at this point, & all our route today & the blt.i.t'!s rise bold 

fro~ its edge, like those on the ~issouri, along the route from the road 

to the clu.l'fs the bottan •111 average 10 miles. Receive a Vial of gun 

cotton as a present from Thos L. lane by the h.nds of Elder J.C. Little 

of Peterboro N. H., Sa~ one Indian at a distance on a horse or pony. 

Latitude 41°27 15•. [p.8] All quiet. Took a glas~ of brandy ~ith the 

12 & a few other~, at the inVitation oi O.P. rtockwell which he received 

as a present from Thoa. L. Kane. 

20th. Started l/4 to 6. traveled 2 or .3 miles & crossed Shell creek, 4 

or 5 yds •ide, rested at noon, Latitude 41°25 12n, camped in a semicircle 

on the bank of the Platte, at l/4 past 4 ~1th brouse plenty, & handy, 

dista.1.ce 18 miles. The fishing party who went aheae1 in the morning had 

caught some fine buffalo & carp (21J). A. ~n got a large buffalo for 

his ~~ss. road dry- & very level, !ace of the country~ river as yesterday. 

Weather nrm, a fine breeze & some clcn:.czy:. A.L. visi tea a Village 0 .1: prairie 

dogs, J· • . Mathews 1hot one. Found the skeleton 01 an elk with very large 

antlers. 

21st. Started soon after the ox teams, which all started together, 

'21) lftet a few Pawnees, towards noon, who were very friendly; past their 

village & trading hoi:..se, something like a. mile on· our le.ft, stopped to 

rest or. the Loup fork, several Pawnees came 1~om their v1llage; some 

~ -------~-
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rreser.ts were n:a ie to the chief he appe::U"ed c.iJ ::sat1si'ied, b/ 'the brethren, 

1. L_yma.n presented a hand of Tobacco. ,-eather in tr.a morr.ii:.;, cloudy, 

sprinkled a little, abo ... t J r.~~. it com.11enceti thunooring & li;-htning & 

rained quite :-.ard .!'or an hour ~r more, the wind then became quite high, 

& continued so sometime. Camped on the Loup l'ork & 1 ts scenry is precisely 

like the Platte; only the stream is much smaller. (p.5) {From .19th to 

21st, miles 8 plus 16 plus 22 - h8. l'hole miles [traveled] 121.) 

A very strong guard ns put out on a/c of ow- nearness to the P&wnees,..-

1. lq,man was one. the l'irst half 01' the night. !Jot disturbea "ty Indians. 

22nd. Traveled ~bowt 1 J/4 miles & crossed Looking Glass Creek, about 

6 yds wi~e, at a r;ood .1.·ord; at. noon reached Beaver Creek 12 or l.L yas wide 

rested &c cressed at a good ford. Latitude at this place 41°25'13", 

meridian observation by Pro£. o. Pratt. camped on Plum Creek at the 

missionary station. J.t'eed good hay put ur cy the Brethren last suu~t.:r· ti corn u 

!odder. ~eather, clear & warm with a pleasant breeze. Distance 1~ lililes, 

This missionary station was for the Fawnees., & was under the superintend-

a.nce o.t' the .Rev-. J. Dunbar. It is beautH'uly lccated, (l'or this prairie 

country) on Plum Creek aboi..t 1 milE; above its entrance into the Loup; on 

the second bottom, The vi~w ori th.e ~orth & lest 1s bounded, at a distance 

ot 1/2 to l mile by a low range hills, through lihich 'Plum CN:ek comes from 

the north, .!'ringed on its banks br cotton wood, elm, co.ri'ee nut., l.>urr oak, 

ash willow. To the So ;(th & East the vie,: is open., commanding the Govt. 

Station, the Loup & its Islands & bottoms tor some distance & the di.Viding 

ridge between it & the Pl&tte. The Station had 2, 1 story i 1/2 hewed 

double log houses, quite ,rell finished & 4 other log dwellings, with several 

out houses.& yds. & some eo acres of ground fenced & broken~ cultivated 
, 

)with corn. The onlJr furniture le.ft was the c:a.stings o.t' a premium No. 5 ei. 

a rotary cooking stove. The missionaries left this station last s~Mer 
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1·or l'ear cf the [p.9] Sioux. The Government .3tation 1ras situated aoo .. t 1/2 

m:i :e below the W. Station, on the opposHe side of the creek; it apparently 

cor.sisted ol' sorne 6 or 7 buildings., on 3 sides ol' a small square with the 

So~th side open & picketed., & a Ll~cksm.ith shop about 200 yds. lower down. 

l log stable., near the picketing 'P!as all the building left b:,· the Sioux, 

?.h'3n they burned last SUJ1ll'lla'o Laying about the ruins 1Jere some l 'l plow 

irons, several waggon tires, (p.6) wag~on boxes, bands & other irons, & 

some wagon wheels, ldth several flat & square bars of rolled iron, & some 

slab iron &c. Quite a surface of ground nad been broken al .. out the stat­

ion in di1·rerent patches, & some, 01· it cultivated with corn. 

1'rom 21st to 22nd, miles l.tl - whole milage 139 miles. 

23rd. Started out at 1/4 past 12. M. navi.ng occupiE::d most oi.' the .forenoon 

in company with several of the Brethren in looking for a i-orci belo?. the 

mouth of P creek & crossed the creek at a ford ~ith qUite steep banks, rolled 

on & crosseg creek in about 4 nrl.les at a .ford about 4 yds •ide & stopped 

in the Loup., whee~ Bishop Viller crossed last summer, distance 6 miles. 

Prof o. Pratt, crossed with his carriage, with the aid of several men; 

Elder lfoodrui'f then drove in with 2 yoke oi' cat tle bet ore his horses & 

several men •ith a drag rope &,crossed. Br. J. Pack also crossed •ith 

his waggon. The Prest. then ordered the rest to eo u_ about 1/2 1tile 

further & form all !or camping, •hich was done about 1 hour by sun. P.l!. 

The Fording ns very bad owing to the quick sand & consu.'!led much ti.me and 

labor, even to get over the three wagons. 

Our ca.mp was within 1/2 Jlile of the r~ns 01· the Pawnee vi , lage, it ll'&S 

partialy burned last summer by the Sioux, when they burned the Govt. 

Station, the Pawnees were awa:r at the time. When they returned they rebuilt 

the burnt portion & built several other lodges; they ~ere burned o~t again 

the Siowc last winter~ & only 2 lodges are now entire; apparently 
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tr.eir ccuncil lodge, with a diameter of about 50 .rt. in 1.lle clear, inside. 

The lod;.es were built circular, & probably averac_ed aLout 39 !t. in dia-
~ '~ 
meter & l':i th their stables occupied some 10 acres o.t" grouna·., Their corn 

-.;as put in holes dug in the ground like this~ opening from 1e inches to 

2 ft. & lined ·nth bark or pun?heon., or matting. A horse belonging to 

Prest. Young died last night., cause unknown, as there were maiv- opinions, 

probabl,1 choked to death ~y h1s chain halter; weather very pleasant. 

24th. The site of the ruins 01' the Pawnee Town has been a noted place 

for many years.,&. at the time it was burned., there were al>ove 6000 inha-

, bita.nts., being one grand band of the 2 divisions of the (p. ·I)' Pawnee 

Nati~Dt which has been !or maey years & is yet the terror of all the 

Western tribes. The Site is vory beautiful., being on the North si:ie of 

the Loup, where the lat bluff risee abrupt}Jr from the water's edge some 

fi1'1;,;y ft. & 1·0:rms a very· level second bottom, bounded on the West by 

Willow Creek at the distance o! about 1 mile on the North at the same 

distance by a range of gradual rising hills, which forru a ric4;e at the 

height of the general elevation of the country laying North, ·& running 

round to the South East & sloping down to the first bottan at a distance 

of about 2 miles; facing South & looking to the iast & west it commands 

in the foreground, a view of the Loup & its islands ror so~e 8 or 10 miles 

& tp.10) in the distance the low ground between the Loup & Platte, &t the 

timber o! the Platte ialanda at an apparent distance opposite ot about 15 

miles. The ruins occupy a space of from 15 to 20 acres, some think 40; 

the number o! lodges frO'JI appearances was above 200, with only 2 entire; 

they were all bUilt circular, With an entrance way 01· from .5 to 10 .rt. long., 

4 or 5 .t't. ride & 6 rt. high; their average diameter in the clear was about 

40 ft. varying !rom 20 to 60 ft., height i~o~ 12 to 20 it with a ~ole in 

the top from 2 to 3 ft. across for the escape o! the smoke, & covered with 

C• 

earth to some depth. In building they thre11 out the earth level to the depth 

, 
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of ab~ut 11/2 rt., they then placed firm in the ground a circle or strong 

forks at equal distances, & laid ·atrong poles in them, then small poles 

~ere placed a.round with their tops resting on the horizontal ones, & 

secured in ~heir places by ~aw. hide ropes, for the relative position see 

figure ~f.1 the next row of forks & poles were disposed of as the first, 

except they were placed 11ore uprlght, & were 01' course longer & fewer in 

number, the .3rd course of covering poles were sustained at their extrenie 

ends, by being firmly lashed together with raw hide ropes, & converging 

to a center at the top to form the circular outlet for the smoke, were quite 

strong; the. 1'hole wae then cove;red with grass & earth. (p.8} Interspaced, 

were their horse pens, built of saall poles .t'rOI! 10 t.o lS ft. set in the 

ground uprightly & close together, & bound nt the height 0£ about 5 or 

6 ft. by horisontal poles lashed on with rawhide; also the ~oles for secur­

ing their corn. Th97 had partially fortified their T01rn by a low embank­

ment ot· earth & sod. .As you go North from the ruins across the level plain 

& rise the gradua.ll.7 slopillg hills, 7ou pass several graves of their 

braves, & some on the height of the ground; they were buried in setting 

posture, facing the East, the opening being covered With poles & matting, 

&. a circular mound of earth & sod to the he1€'ht of 4 to 6 ft. raised upon 

it. The view from. this height, varied from that of the Town., in looking 

South to the right & le.t't facing South, in canmanding a more extensive 

prospect of the Loup & Platte, & the lo~ prairie between them, to appearance 

a.s tar as the eye can extend up & dow11., the 2 rivers seem to run nearly 

paralell. As you turn & .face the North, you see an open., rolling prairie, 

at a very uniform elevation, with neitaer tree or shrub, except on & near 

the margins of the small creeks einptyi.ng into the Loup. Around the common 

burying ground, were la)'ing numerous human bones & skulls, dug up by the 

---------
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wol'ves, & beads. 'lteather very pleasant. Between 8 & 9 A.M.. movements were 

, made to eross the Loup, the route across the river was staked o.t'.f, & the teams 

wagr,ons commenced fording, sane unloacied, others l/2 loaaed but the majorit1 

wi.tt, their loads, all doubling teams, meantiae the boat was busily used for 

carrying over goods from 'the bank o ... posi te the camp ground. As the teams 

passed & repassed, keeping the sazne track, the ford kept improving, by the 

quick sand packing, until the last waggons with full loads, passed over more . 
easily' than the first ones did empty. Ev-erything was got over safe acd sound 

by 4 P. · M. for which •e all i'elt to thank the Lord. We then rolled 4 miles 

& camped on the Loup, the prairie having been burnt, the grass·looked quite 

green. Weather ve~ pleasant. The 2 rafts, that the council decided last 

ni~ht to build, 1rere built this forenoon in rood style and season. S. (p. 9) 

Driggs assisted; a man crossed on ons ot them & le.ft it on the sand bar, 

(p. 11] the other was let go adrift .about 3 P.M. showing that our raft men 

were correct in their jud~nts, which were that a raft could not be managed . . 

to advantage in crossing goods over so strong & boiling a current. 

Fl-om 22nd to 24th. miles 6 ~. whole mlage 14$. 

Sunday 25th !nother very pleasant day, but more wind. Brs lrhesley, Taylor, 

Mathe•s, & a black boy named Green, started for the Pawnee ruins, !or raw hid.es 

!'rOlll the horse pens to make ropes oi' • .Brs. 1'riggs, Stephens & carrington went 

to washing, finished about 11 A • .M.., rested & read a•hile, & about 2 P. JI. Brs. 

~an, Carrington & Driggs took good ~ash & s•im in the Loup, just below camp. 

Betften 4 &. S P.M. the Brethn, were called toi;rether, and addressed. by o. !. 

Smith, pres. Young and several o! the brothern1 G• A. Smith advised the men 

not to kill game they did not need, nor shoot ducks & geese & let them go down 

stream. Prest. Young said be was perfectly satisfied with the camp, & with 

our Movements, & he had never been in company with so many men under like cir- c 

cumstances where there was ao much union & harmony. Also remarked that wher-

ever you find a man 1'ond of b:i.nding 

- -~ 
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up men ~jth covenants to hiru, you may mark it, that man & the ones bound 

~ith him, will soonar or later be bound tote burned, &·he wanted the c~~p 

to learn wisdom all the ti .. :e & treasure up kno1wledge. Br. Chesley upon 

his return, in crossir:.g the river, rode into some quick sand holes, & his 

ma.re after t"louncing about fer someti"e, .Cinaly tw-ned over on her back & him 

under the water all over, when he had to let her go(&] ancl ri.fle he had, 

to extricate him.self a.l'ter doing which he hunted some time for the rifle but 

the quicksand & the deep & rapid channel just below prevented him .from i'ind­

ing it. The rifle was worth some 10 or 12 dollars & belonged to Rooney 

Badger.. We saw Antelope today across the Loup. 

26th. We were all roused to arms by the sound o~· the i.>ugle ju.st before 

daybreak; the alarm was caused by the guard i'ireing upcn sor.ie Indians, who < 

had crept upon the line (p.10) Within 2 rods, they ran, & the guard counted 

6. Their moccasin tracks were plain to be seen when day broke. No damage 

done. Started at 1/4 to 8 A.)l. Stopped to rest at 1/4 to 12 :ll. The ruins 

of an old Pawnee town could be easily seen i'ro<r.. tr.is point, at a distance 

ot about 4 miles N .w. across the Loup. Sta.rted at 1/2 past 1. c,·ossed a 

great number of Indian trails, all converginc to & diverging from the old 

ruins. Passed a little on our right, the rUins oi another old Indian 

village, located like the others, at a point where the blu.t'fs rise bold to 

the second bottom; there had been 10 or more loages some quite large & the 

ground around had been cultivated. to some little extent, & the old vegeta-

tion appeared very rank. Rolled on & stopped at l/4 past 4 on the steep 

banks of a small creek, rising in the d.tviding ridge & emptying into the 

Loup. The camp was formed under the hit:h bank, directly on the :!l'1argin of 

the creek, at the distance oi 1/2 to 1 mile fro~ the Loup. The bed of 

this little creek is rocky,· (limestone). Buffalo grass & artirr,es::..a (or wild 

sage) occurred occasionally in patches today, & near our camp there was 
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cor.sL:!erable buffalo ci.ung. ?Io road this uay, only as we ma.de it. Ii' a 

person does not consider timLer, an essential, [p.12] in t~autiful scenery, 

then the scenery to~ all of ou.r route was very beauti .. :.'ul, as we passed 

up ori the edge of the. second bottom of the Lcup, commanding a view oJ..' the 

level bottoms of the Loup & its dividing ridges. Weather as usual very 

pleasant. Time 7 hours. Di.st._"lce 19 miles. Br. Little's & Doct Richards 

horses strolled ol'f to a distance back of the camp, & a.fter dark (by moon­

light) a good deal of search was made tor them, but unsuccessfully. 

From 24th to 26th. April. Whole No. miles 149. 

27th. Started at 8, at the same time Brs. liockwell, Mathews, Thos. 

Brown, & John Eldredge, started, to look tor the 2 missing horses, rolled 

on & turned out ·to rest at 2 on some p,ood grass, 5 or 6 inches high, 

started at 1/2 past 3 & rolled on till 1/2 past$, & camped by a creek with 

sa1,dy bed, about 2 yds ll'ide, & emptyine into the Platte; ti.me o . .' travel 

7 hours, distance 18 miles. We have made our own roads for the last 2 days, 

~eeing no other wagi;on tracks. Bui.fa.lo (p.11) dung & bones were quite 

plenty on our route. Some antelope wera seen, & Brs. Brown & Stevens shot 

0 

one. passed a. village of prairie d.ogs, & with them in one ol' their holes, 0 

was a rattlesnake, in another an o~l. .Bu...'1.,ilo &· muskete grass quite plenty, 

which with other kinds ol' grass made the prairie look quite green. Most of 

the ro~te there has not been a tree or bush in sight. General course S. 

w. c;y s. (to strike the Platte), over a surface whose general elevation was 

quite leTel, but more or less uneven fr~m the effect of the wind on the 

light sanczy- soil. Owing to the gre.t proportio~ of sand in the loam,~ 

probably to dry seasons & but little dew the grass is disposed to grown in 

bunches. The teams su.l'fered this da_y tram •ant of water, there being none 

from creek to creek. Weather some cloudy but pleasant & warm, abo1..t 5 the 
l 
i 1'1nd blew quite strong a .few !lll!iutes & it sprinkled a little. The Brethn. 
! 

I 
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who went out ~or tr~ horses returned, just before dark, & reported that 

they iound where the Indians had tied l horse all nirht, & soon struck 

the trail of both horses, going back, which they followed to within a 

short distance of Suz:iciay camp ground., when all at once at a short distance 

off there rose up on their feet 1S Indians, &- came t.)wards them, their objec 

was to ~et their horses, but failing & ~eing told to put out, they ret­

reated towards the timber a Bhort distance off on the Loup, & as they ~ant 

they fired 6 times at the Brethn, but without effect, the Brethn. did not 

fire but returned. These Indians the Br. kne11 to be Pa'K?lees. Soon &fter 

the cap t ermed a horse oi' Lewis .oa.rney's wa.s shot in the fore leg j\lst 

below the bod;y, & the bone broken very b&d)J". It was done accidentally, 

on a/c 01· some rifles being laid in a waggon & capped & one 01· the Brethn. 

in pulling out his coat raised the hammer so high that the gun went of!. 

Came in view of the Platte about 1/2 p~st h • 

. .i:'"'rom 26 to 27th. April. miles 19 * 1a = 37. Whole Ho. 186 miles. 

28th. · The horse that was accidentally shot last night, was shot th.is 

motni.ng to put it out o~ its misery. (p.12) The 4 horses dead ~ missing, 

y·ere all lost through carelessness. Crossed the small creek before us, 

ford. quite muctf, Traveled 6 hours, distance 15 miles, up the Platte, as 

11e supposed opposite Grand Island, over a country veey level even .l'or this 

level region, soil as usual, vegetation ditto, no timber except on the 

Island. Weather cloudy, some cooler, & quite a treeze a.11 dq. A. (p.-13) Lyroan 

shot a wild goose. Camped ill -a circle, wa.ggon tongues out, a few antelope 

were seen today & a fffff deer upon the Island. Our horses, tor a fe~ 

.feeds have had but 1 qt. of corn per head at a feed, 2 a da.y, .31: seem to hold 

their own. Struck an old Indian trail, with no~ and then a waggon track 

to be seen. 
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29th. leather pleasant, cloudy & some cool in the eveuing. Crossed a 

creek about 8 yds wide at a good 1ord, supposed to be the ~ood Rivero! 

Mitchel's ma.p, scattering~ timbered With cottonwood, elm, white ash, 11il­

low, Plwa trees, &c. the latter in blossom. Time of travel 7 hrs. distance 

18 miles. i'eed, rushes on the Isleand, cotton Brouse., grass, & corn. A 

!elf deer., 20 or 30 antelope & many geese seen, 2 of the latter killed. A 

Beautitul section of level land with a quick soil lies between Wood River & 

the Platte 'With plentT of timber if used carerul.l.7. Grass not su£ficient 

to sustain tea.11s without they la;y still • 

.30th. Started up the Platte following the old trail. latered at 12 in a 

small creek, a point in the trail where the next compa.ey should stop over 

night. rolled on till S !t- sane teams being faint, •e camped, without 

"AOOd or water, except a little we dug !or, distance to the Platte over 1 

11iila & no 1100d then on this bank & the ground bet11een boggy. Briggs shot 

a. go~se, P H Young took it to dress for t:!le £ea.there. Travel time 7 hrs, 

gait quite slow, di.atance 17 miles. lieather., smok;y., wind veey high & cold 

!ran the N, thermometer at · sw:idown 41, rq .fingers are so cold I can hardJ.1' 

write. Slept wara. Scenery & soil as usua~ no timber., except on the Isleancl. 

)lq 1st. 'l'heromometer at sunrise .300. Weather cloudy & very cool, with 

high wind. TraYel ti.mt 9 hrs. distmce 18 miles. Teams traveled tog~ther, 

some ox teas very weak, !rom. want o! feed. Camped about 2 miles above the 

~ ot Grand Iseland, on one of the ravines which make down trom the blutts, 

rlth a !ew trees on it, and water in the holes. The road ?lOst of the dq 

was quite une1ren., on account of occasionally raVines making do11n i"'rom the 

.blu!fs, & the wallow holos ot the buf!'alo that occurs very frequently &. has 

tor soma 40 miles., also !ran the prairie dog holes, which cover a surface ot 

~000 acres, with the v~getation so closely eaten by dogs, in man;y places that 

tire rill not run. No timber, except on the Islands, & a few trees on the 
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r1.;eks ¥ ravines. 111 e · saw But'i'alo today about 10 A.~. for the 1'irst time. 

) or 4 at first, then quite a herd along the !ace of the blu.1'fs about 4 miles 

-~o: 6t a little ahead, past noon we halted a little, & several of the brethren 

tcok horses, & large pistols, & sta:t"ted for them, we had a. .t'ine view ot the 

chase from our line, A.· Lyman & john Brown, singled out & killed a fine cow, 

J. Ma.thews killed a fine calf &c. althogether there •ere killed 7 calves, 4 

"'0•1 & 1 J:>ull, we ha~ ~ fine lot of good meat for supper, better than beef. 

May 2nd. ~day. Thermometer at sunrise 20°, most of the brethren busy 

t.uing care of their buffalo meat. Weather., clear & pleasant in i;he morning, 

c~t soon clouded up & became cool a~ain. We started about 4 P.M. & rolled 3 

•1l~s to ~et better feed, camped by a prairie run, close by (p. 13) Platte; 

no •ood but small willows. Our goose came back, looking pretty blue. Young 

pretending he had forgot -.vho he got it of. Ice froze last [p. 14) night in 

tbe water bucket l/2 1.D.ch thick. Latitude at our Saturdq night camp, by 

Meridian observation, by Prof. o. Pratt uo0 t.1•1L2•, our camp being about 2 

i:iiles above the Isleand & almost opposite as near as 11e could tell, where 

Fremont took an observation at a distance across the river of between 2 & .) o 

miles making the observation in amount agree, counting out the N & S distance 

between them. The Saline e.fl"loressence of Fremont that occur so 1'requently, 

as tar a., one ca.n jlldge are the Lord's salt dishes 1'or his cattle, & a.s far 

aa we can analize them, with the tongue, they contain salt, a small proportion 

ot salt peter, & a small proportion of sulphur; the latter t .. o" are not pos­

itive about, they have the appearance at a li ttl_e distance o! scattered ashes, 

being a thin whitish incrustion on the surface. 

(April. From 27 to May 2nd. m1les 15 118 ~ 17 i 18 i J. ~hole No. 

2S7 miles. Distance from Winter ·~uartcrs to head of Grand Island 252 miles. ) 

rMaJ J 3rd. Weather. cloudy', but little 'Wind., & 11armer a.t'ter breakfast 
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several men went out to the bluffs, _to still hLmt buffalo, a.,ion.z them A. 

Lyman & s. Driggs. In the a."ternoon l,':i.n.::. higher & 1uite cool. The hunters 

returned \tith 2 antelope, S. Driggs shot o.:.e oi' U 1€1!11 . A small party went 

up .the river to eXplore the roi..te; they went 10 or 12 miles & one 01· the 

party sa~ some Indians, & they all returned. A party was sent out to notify 

the hunters of the nearness 01· the Indians. ·,ve lay by today to rest our. team 

& let them feed, as Ol.r corn was getting scarce, hunters of the hunters came 

in abo1...t dusk., oc brought 2 _calves they had killed. Aboi..t 9 A.1~. the cannon 

fired to let ·the Indians know we had one. s. Driggs accident}¥ lost R.c. 

Steven's pistol. 

4th. !bout 4 A.M. cannon fired again. The sun ro~e clear~ pleasant. 

We crossed the little run, before ~s easily, at its o~tlet. Platte here, 

about 2 miles -,,ide, well named, Nebraska, er shallo"W water. Son,e timb~r 

at the head o.l' the run we crossed., &. a .few trees, occasj onally on: t!'le bank 

of.Platte., Timter on its isla.nds getting scarcer. Towards noon., 3 trading 

wagons called a halt opposite us, on the Oregon route; one of their :nen 

waded over, deepest water, knee deep., his na~.e was Charles Eeaumo.nt; : men 

in· the cow!)aey'1 nth iJeltry, l l d3.Ys .rro.ci Ft. Lari:nie. He came over l'or 

sugar & col.fee, r.e i'nlj_"•roved the short time he would Yiai t., ;_ handed M.m 

54 letters "'·or Winter ...:uarters, & present e u hir.. w1 th about 1/2 bushel o.f 

bread & flo1..r, an article he saia he i :a..i net ea ten "'·or 2 :,e~rs., he was Vc.r".f 

.friendly & said he wanted no ma.ney 1or takin~ oi..r letters. Brs. J. ~'rown 

& Woolsey went over to see thei~ leader, ~c went on auo~t 3 miles~ tl:.rned 

o'l.:.t to· wait for them. Grasc poor, prarie recently bl:.rned b.:, t;1e Indians. 

J. Br'ol'ill & Co. ret~ncd ~ reported ~retty good feed, ta good hard roac , 

( Or<:!gon route. The camp "Was called together 1 repor_t heard., rema: ·ks n.a.de, 

& in view of all we knE31!• it was voted that we keep up the~. side of the o 

) 
• ~· :-,p :----:~ .. - :r --;:-- . .,. 
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Platte, till we get to Larimie. 

·=raveled ll r.;iles &. can:ped near Pl&tte, wy a cle .r prair1~ run & in r,retty 

~oo,. feed., not i;urnt. Ca=:p was called tc.ge t-.'.ler in the morr.d.nb., laws read.., 

& 6 volunteered to aid the stan,.li.r4; r.uarc., A Carrington volunteered. No 

~ i'resh sign of Indians in our nei~hl.Jcrhood except the burniag o.t' prairie 

grass., on our rizht., ne3.r and among the blu.1'.fs., opposite & ahead cSt back, 

procably burninf. for the buJl'a4-o r411ge. [p.15] 

(May] 5th. Sun rose clear & warm., wind s. Bu.r.t.'.J.lo feeding round in sight 

just o ... tsiue Ol.ir stock. Crossed the run bel'ore ~s at a good ford & kept 

up the Platte bet11een the old trail & the river., over l'resh burnt prairie., 

wind very high from ~he s. severe on teams & men., some ol' the road so.l°tish., 

better to have kept the old trail., about r.oan took on the old trail, & rested 

a little., feed poor; the 111en horseback chased sor11e bufi'alo, killed 5 calves 

& 1 cow, & took l calf alive. A !q,rnan killed l cali'., J. Mat~ews the cow 

&c. ab~ut 4 P.M. came to a wall of fire reaching i'rom the River to the bluff, 

we quarterec, back about l mile & camped on the Platte., found a good patch 

o! feed. Distance l.li. miles. 

(tl.ay] 6th. QUite pleasant; started 1/2 past 5 A.M. in order to pass 

the fire a~ead., which was well damped down by the night & a shower about 

3 A..M.. passed the 1'ire and a strip of old grass tl.irned out to feed. l!.C. 

Stevens killed an antelope. {p.1.l+) The calf thai; ,re took alive got kicked 

by a horse or mule, last night, & killed; just bei'.Jre we tur.ned out at noon 

aver, young oal! followed Luke Joh.."lSon into camp, they put him in a wagon. 

About starting ti~e, Prest Young & a felt other men, rode o~t to prevent our 

cows from mixing with the buffalo, the Prest. lost his spy glass. ivent to Cl 

look at a poor old buffalo cow, who soon lay dolitl while we were all looking 

at her. Camped in a seJlli,circle on the bank ol' Platte, distance 20 miles; 
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feed poor, tea.ms fail:ng. ~ timber on e1 ther bank of Platte., yesterd~y nor 

today, ~uite a breeze from the W. C. volunteered as night guard. 

(May. ~'rca 2nd to 6~h. 11 ~ l.4. nhole No. 282 miles. May 4th. ) 

[lAayJ 7th. A. Carrington stood .t'ran 1/2 past 12 to 1/2 past 4. 6 to 10 

standing guard. it ind very high :.'rorn the Ii. waiting for an axle tree to 

be fixed., & our teams to fill themselves; buffalo all round; .fuel last 

night & this ~crning, a little 1tood & tiu.f.L'alo dung. Ca.mp called together., 

to see about team 1'or the cannon &c. Br .E. Snow, received quite a chastise­

ment from the Prest. for neglecting the co1ts yesterday. Started at 1/k 

toll and traveled till 3., distance 8 miles. But'falo in great abundance, 

& passing to & from the river, & playing, old~ young. Camped in a ring 

on the ~latte, feed tolerable good. Camp inspected military fashion. O. P. 

ftoepell f'ound B. Young's spy glass. Very cloud;,- & q...1.te cool towards 

evening. Sprinkled a little. !. L.,man killed a pole cat. 

8th •. Sun rose clear, no •ind, waather quite warm; road over level ground, 

but rough from the multitude of trails running across our track .from the 

blui'fs to the river, made b7 the buffalo passing to and fro 1 & by shallow 

basin like places, the7 make in passing & wallowing; halted about noon to 

rest; the •oole bottom bas the appearance of an old fed out pasture, only 

the dung is almost as thick as it usually is about a barn yard; the grass 

is so closely fed out, that the weeds are quite t.hick. The herds of buf l.'alo 

this forenoon have been countless, almost extending on both bottoms from 

the river to the blur.ls in such numbers, that the ground on the opposite 

side appears black, & width on both sides about 4 miles. Length about 8; 

as we passed up the river near the bank, the bul'!'alo -would beat b'l.ck, & ~s 

,re halted, in front ot us the lins of (p. 161 buffalo reaching rrom the 

river to the bluffs, looked like a solid dark wall., depth back unknown; 

feed poor; O. P. Roclc"1eil killed a cow. 'hile nooning Smoot•s 2 horses 

-- -- -- ~-~-­~- ~- ~-
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went out, to see the buffalo., a leu 100 yds o!t &. commenced running lrith 

them., & GrOYer & J •. Brown., had quite a race., on their horses to head them 

& get them back. Rolled on & camped in a semicircle on the bank of the 

Platte., jut below where the bluff, cuts ott the bottom, tor a ahort dis-

'· tance. .&.. L1=an went ahead about 4 milea to look out· feed &c to lq by 

OYer Sunday on. Found a better pl.Ace than this. Distance 11 1111.les. 

SUnda7 fHa,yJ 9th. Rolled on 4 Id.lea to find better teed. Paesed the point 

ot the bluff by taking down the bank&. keeping up the aan~ beach bottom 
\ 

l aile & came out on the bottaa again Yer;r eaail,y., but in cam t.he water should 

be high, the hil.18 are easil,T passed ovor. Camp called together at 3 P.:U:. 

v. 'foodrutt made a. tn remarks telt wll; o. Pratt also telt well, but 

though it uncertain whether w could return on account ot the distance this 

tall. 1. · ~ spoke upon the principle o! learning all the tillle to be 

patient in the school we are in; vhich uould ba better to us than gold or 

ailffr·· .Camped in a sefllicircle on tho bank of Platte, bottom narrower, 

about 1 lli.le wide ho.re, soil more oandf. S<r-e ot the boya had quite a 

plq with the horns le tail of n. young bull., sa::::e poor. Several but.talo 

lc;r along ·our route on the 8th ~ad, probablJ' rrom starvation gener~. 

(MqJ 10th. Aboud was put up on a post., With a letter 1n it., tor the 

next CC3$J)U3., -criting on the bomod one &1id.o, •look in this & you will ·.tind (!) 

a letter•,· on the othor •316 mloa .trcm Winter Quartera, western bound 

Pioneer,. Cool, wind D. I, lolled on over a botte.r ooil and ranker growth 

o! P"UII not barmd. crossed a cl:,eQ.I', gra.vely run 6 yda wide. Rockwell 

& 'f. Bron, chued a wild hcrsoJ a good many buffalo (p.l5) feeding at the 

toot ot the blll!ta. Jotiidph Hancock killed a 3 -,rs. old cow, meat good. 

IJoonodJ clear & •an.ti better graas. Bottom widening- again, from l to 3 

Id.lee,, soil q~ck & good, well watered; rolled on, crossed another narrow 
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run; a. deer killed; the bluffs are low ranges of hill11 gcu:ierally, in 

m.ny places on their aides & tops per!ectq naked, & out up into holes & 

ditches &c by the effect ot 'Wind & rain on the higher soil; 2 gorges 1n 

the ridge for the paas~e ot the runs we crossed. Camped in a semicircle 

on the bank opposite an island 'With plenty of cottonwood brouae, grass better, 

water &: wood plent7. A. LYman shot a hare, meat tough. Some clow:b", 

but little wind. Dietance 10 Id.lea. 

Frolll 6th to 10th o! Hay 20 i 8 1 ll;}: 4. l'hole lo. 325 lliles. 

(Hq 7th. Longitude b7 Prot. o • .Pratt, lOOo .$ 1 45•.) 

[~] llth. Sun roae clear, no wind, air cool, a ln high c1ouda, 

black&mithing goi.Dg on. Horn sounded at 4 .a.. Jt. Started at l/4 to 10, 

rolled on, with the blutta, about l/2 mile on our right, & lorJg ille&ID in 

the ri•er, with aenral mllll & a !n largo cotton wood trees & •eTeral 

mall coda.I' on it, tho bottoa on th3 s. ·aim appear• Terr narr99 & the 

blutia accordi»g.to Fr~nont, trom. 2 to SOO tt. high, elev,tion very- sudden 

tor sand & clq & mch cut up into points & rdTinoa, but opposite our camp 

[p.17] thq begin to elope dmm & become amoother. At 'J./2 (to] 12 watered. 

f Pa.seed oYor a low 15pur ot the bWfs a short distance, bottom 'Widened 

. . 

- --~ 

again <lrectl.1' to trca 1· to ~ /2 milea, croasad a gravely run about ; yda. 

rid&, •nt on 1/2 mile &t caq,od in a circle about 3/4 mile tra:a the river. 

F~ed ldddleing. Diat.uco 9 ailes. Warm through tr..2 · dq, cloudy, breeze !ran 

ta South. But tow buttclo eomi. Latitude 1/2 mile TJ'. ot camp, b.T » . 
[l!oridianJ obaen-otion, by Prot. o. Pratt, 410 7' 44"• 

[t!q] 12th. Born at.4. Quito cool, wind s. B. crossed a small nm, 

DOoned, ,. c. & soYeral othera went back into the blutts to hunt, several 

.buttalo about, qllit. thin in noeh ,-et, J. lfathews killed a 1 yr. old 

buttalo heifer. ~ nrtical section ot the hill country, taken al\Ywhere, 

--~-~ -~-~- =------- -
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within the distance we went back (between 1 & 2 miles) & as much farther 

as we could. see, would present the same viel': as .from the bottom. An 

isometric sketch of the hill country would present innumeratle peaks & 

knobs, nore or less rounded, with deep circular holes, & ~ith ragged edges 

in many o.f them, & between basins of all sizes, .from a. r~ ye.s across to 

l/2 a mile, & ravines shallow & deep, long & short, & all over the sur!ace, 

rough & smooth, run buffalo trails, & scattered very thickly, buffalo 

bones & dung. Soil light colored marl; as deep as any of the ravines 

Will show, stained in places by iron rust. Grass scant in many places none, 

from the effect of bu.ffalo pawing, rubbing & wallowing & the force of the 

wirid on t.he light soil when the grass roots are thus torn up. Distance 12 

miles. Clear & warm in the P.M. camped in a cir~le near the mouth of a 

small rt1n; & . about l mile from where some Indians probably Sioux, had 

camped & left some week or 10 days a~o; they had killed several buffalo 

& left their old moccasins. A. Lyman rode in his waggon, being unwell. 

fMa.yJ 13th. Quite cool, cloudy & Wind N.E. & high; crossed a small 

runJ rolled on, & cl"ossad a small clear• shallo", quicksa1£d bottom* 

stream, about 10 yds. wide & camped in a semicircle on its bank & near its 

outlet, supposed by G.A.'Smith to be the rawhide of the traders; it is 

probably some conside:·able length as it makes quite a passage through the 

bluffs·, · & a.ft'or.ds considerable water; it is the first stream of any size 

'W8 have crossed since Wood River. ·Distance 11 miles. 

(1fayJ 14th. Cloudy & cool, wind S.E. comnenced lightening early & about 

9 rained quite hard !or some tirre, cloudy, cool & showery through the d.q J 

our course wound round through the hills, to avoid a point in the bluffs, 

where they come to the ,rater quite bold., for about 1/2 mile & about 1/2 
I 

mile above our ca.mp; come on to the edge of the bottom again & nooned. 

• Junction ~luff Creek. f A. C. J 
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J. Higbee killed an antelope. This point of bluffs is directly opposite 

the commencement o! the high ground between the x. & s. Fork, 1 t commands 

a good View ot the head o! the level ground between the 2 forks., With an 

occasional glimpse ot .the water of' the s. Fork, the course of the N • 

.Fork !or a long distance, studded with small islands, w1. th not a tree & 

hardly.a bush in sight ill &l\V direction; you can also see, looking S.!. 

the point of junction ot the 2 Forka., at a distance according to Freemont 

o! 18 1/2 Jlliles, from the point of high ground between them; the average 

breadth of the le-rel land bet•en the Forks (p.16) ia soms 4 Id.lea length 

[p.18] 18 ~/2• The average width ot the H. Fork: 80 tar ia about .3/4 Iii.le, 

Terf shallow, witb quick sand bottom. Since the junction, the blu.f!1 cm 

both sides have taken• lowr elevation, probabl.7 about l~O tt • ., aoot.her 

& more graaa upon them., & opposite our resting place all three ot the range• 

take about the aane eleTation, tha middle rather the lowest, & aa tar back 

aa one .can aee to the N. or E & N. T1. the hills look like billan on the 

ocean 1D a high atcrm. Bl.uf'!a this dq, composed mainl¥ of sand, still g:rua 

gron on them, sufficient to sustain cattle. T. BroYJD killed an antelope, 

also P.H. Young l, J. Higbee a badger, Luke Johnson & E. Glines(?) a bull, 

eat brought in mxt morning. o.p. Rocktrell shot a bull & A. IJm.an, J. 

Br-01111, Stevena &c, puraured it some distance into the blutfs & killed it, 

but a.a it was late & they- tar ofi', only a little ol the meat was brought. 

in, Camped in the tora ot a letters, otdng to a mistake, about 1/2 llile 

!rm the river & trom a low spur ot the blu.f'fa, making to the water. Feed 

good., Distance B l./2 11.ilea, ro4d winding, to get through the hill.a, & sanqy. 

In the .first ntch an object aupposed to be an Indian creeping on the horses 

waa .fired upon b,r R. Badger., & it made ott Without sqing good b1. 

From loth to ]bt.h or ~. · 10 i: 9 l 12 :1: 11. lfhole No. 367 !Ii.lee. 

Rain 14th. (12th. A JI Harmon !ixed a roadometer., by which we have since 

•aaund. ) 
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(~y) l $th. Cool &. clo~. Vind N, w. began to rain., about breakfast time, 

quite bard, rind pretty- high, started while showery & wound through the low 

hill.a, about l •ile Terf easily, With the exception of the sand, came on 

to a narrow&. •t bottom, aand;y by the edge, & gra:;s good, stopped to teed 

showering all th$ t:lJaeJ P.H. a little ahover:r, rolled on & camped 1n a 

ci.l"cle about 1/2 mile.from the .Fork, o. p. Rockwell killed a bl.Ill. Dist.an~ 

1 JlilcaJ bottaa wetiah, teed good. 

(Uq] 16th. Clou~ &. TUT cool, Wind H. •N. lf. ; in the P. ». aome warmer 

and not so cloucf1". Camp CAlled tof;athGr, tor meeting, Ool.8. Markham & 

Bockwood gave acm.e good adrtce, & lld.,r R. c. liaball, 111cme good teaching, 

put~ as tollwe, not a aan ot u Vill tall 1! we go straight 1.tc. learn bf 

procept also b7 euq:,le, that you mq profit by the experience ot others 

k, I shall not kill game on the sabbath, unless it ia nscesaar;r; i.C a 118.Il 

does 11rong do not tollCRr hia oxample, but that of the good; we shall roceiYe 

more glory_for taitht~ pm-tortting this mission, than !or any other we I lum, • .,.,. e11gaged in; have no ll&lice1 r believe angels go betore ua cl..,- b7 

I dq. Angel.a were seen by the brethren in going· to Jackson, in Zion's camp., 

. j 1n 18 .34; 9 ot t hat cemp are in this. 

·I 

1. Glines killed a bllll, IU1d an antelope. 

The amall runa we croaaod, spring eec& mile or 2 in the blu!te, & are more 

11~owi, than heretofore, blut'.fs cot qUite so sand7. The co\llltry tor some 

diaUnee back, in the bottc-:1 It on th.a blutfs ia ao closoly pastured, that 

thore ie no appearance ot tire baVinS run oYor it tor 7cara; a tew wello 

dug, •ater taste, o! iron rust. Buffalo plenty all the tm. 

{~J 17th. nry cool, ac::e .,cloudy, rind \T. u. W. J A• it. &rmon put 

[p.191 another 'IJheol to hi~ rOt\dooter, ga3od tor 10 Diles; rolled on & 

0 

~ - .... r- .... 

passed a low apv ot tho blutta, tor about 2 all.ea, road liilen it ft.ruck the 

] 
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bottom, was made along the edge of the bluffs; bottom for sane 10 miles 

will average about .3 miles in width, quite wet, near the blutts, crossed several 

Gmlll runs & some alough;y places, & a good length ot lftlt ground, & camped 

in a circle; Within about 1 mile o! the ri vor. Ve passed a point where the 

blut.ta opae. to the water•a edge on the other side, for the tirat ti.lie, & 

cont.1rxue so., about l then a space of very ?l.B.rrow bottom, then the blutta 

again come down (luit,e bold, for about l 1/2 mi.lea, nth cedar trees, 

scattered oTer the aidss ~ in tbs hollows. The road to all appearance would 

ha.vd been better if' we had kept up otl the ri•er bank, traa the hilla w 

croessed. 3 bulls & 2 antelopes ware killed & brought in. A· ~ killed 

1 of the lopesJ quite warm from 10 A, M. 3 or 4 wlls dug about 4 tt. deep, 

Distance l2 )/4. [Iii.lea} 

[lfa3'} 18th. Cloudy & wars. wind E. s . .B. Captains ot lOs called to-

1ether. Preat, Young made remarks, of lmi.ch the following is the purpot 

aa reported to ae; the hunters do not start out soon enough, but, lq around 

until the tear.as start & thon baTe to go turther !or gam & hinder the camp 

in going ao t,r into tho hills to haul i::.eat; the horsemen were bbed tor 

not taking more care to look tho bast route, aa.n;y tor turning up their noeea 

at .toi-equartore ol meat.,._ the whole !or being indolent, & they- had better 

put. their horses ato the te!&ms; rouw {p. 17) quartered for the bank., & 

cam, on it juat bolO\I' tho Codar blutts on the opposite;) doer drinking & 

al.Jdng about in the river, m.ter Ter'J' shallow & bed good to judge by' their 

a:.otiona. crossed a run, rattlesnake croak, about l rod nde, emptying just 

a\ the comence=,nt of the cedar blu!'ts opposite, aore old grass than usual, 

noonad, cloud1" & report of thund3r tr~ U'. s. lY. sprinkled a little occaaion-

' all1'• Camped 1n a circle on thew. bank ot a clear run about 2 or .3 yds 

'. wid6, (Eagle Oreok) & about 1/2 mile abo•• 1ts outlet; through the night, 

rained quite modertaatal1', 11oat of the time, llind H • .teed poor. Camp called, 

() 
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& ordered to drive in all cattle & horses near them, when they went to gather 

them in, penaltys be sent for them, not to stop in the road to water, under 

penalty ot traveling in the rear o! the cannon the rest of the day. Distance 

15 3/4 lhiles. 

'Jla3'. h'Oln Uth to 18th. ~ 15th 8 1/2 ~ "7 ~ 12 3/4. Whole No. 

395 1/4 miles. 17th Stevens caught a young fawn & gave it to Young 16th 

Sunday. 

(UayJ 19th. Started at 5 to find better feed, crossed a small run & 

turned out to teed, grass tolerable, bottom narrow & 'lre.tish., started about 

8, began to rain quite steady & tolerably fast. 

Wind E. soon crossed another run about l rod wide & began to rise the sand 

bluffs which come to the water for 3/4 mile, road up & through quite sand;,y, 

hal"d pulling, passed on to the bottom across a small run & stopped at ll on 

account ct its still l'ainingJ the route would probably have been better, · 

o•e~ th& bl~fs if ,re had passed up the.run further & wound among the hills 

lrhere they are not so sand;r; or keep right up the river ·under the blu1'!s; 

etarud at 3; still raining at times quite hard, rolled on 2 miles & camped 

in a semicirele on the river bank, Wind N. N. E. reed middleing; Distance 

8 miles, rained till nearly. dark. lP• 20) 

[lf.atJ 20th. Cloudy & coolish, wind N. N. W. bluffs as usual, sometimes, 

prett1 well tumbled & sharpened up, at others smoother, at ti.mes sand pre­

dODlinates, then clay, now & then an appearance of rock, in the face or the 

bluffs on the s. side; startbd at 6, stopped at 1/2 past 11 at a point 'Wi.th­

ih 1/2 ffii.le of the river, where a .low spur of the hills runs down from the 

bluffs, average Width of bottom, 2 miles, soil good, road good; the hills & 

bluffs have come to the water on the s. side aL~ost the whole distance, with 

a gocd many small cedar trees gro111.ng on them; l cedar tree on the N. side, 
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.. with a young dead Indian, wrapped in a hide, with his wooden bowl & spoon 

& small bag, tied in its bra~ches, passed just before we stopped a large 

patch ot pigweed; horizontal strata, in the bluffs on both sides, apparently 

of limestone, Mostly on the s. side; crossed a run soon after starting; 

feed good; cool; several very small Iselands, scattered along, but hardl.1 

an,- of them, support even bushes, until we get to this point, where some o! 

them have small cedar trees; while nooning, .A.. Lyman & three othera crossed 

over, in the boat to the mouth ot a short dry hollow opposite; & found the 

Oregon road to come down the hollow & take the s. bank of the .Fork, ashit1.n 

the hollow, & mountain cherry- bushes; the strata of rock.proved to be lime­

stone; rolled on about 2 miles & crossod a awift, quicksand bottom creek* 

from 10 to 12 rods wide, passed on, bottom, grass soil &c as in the .1. M. come 

to a point 'Where a lo• range or hills, come to the river, and just at the 

point, a run about 4 7ds ttide emptied into the river, rolled on 1/2 mile, 

bet•een the low hills & run, & camped at 6 in an oval., by the run & within 

1/2 mile of river, Distance 15 3/h miles. So tar since the Oregon road 

came over, the bottom is a mere strip, the ledgey bluffs rising just back ot 

the bank; on this side with the exception of the 2 spurs of very lo,r hills, 

the bot.tom is about 2 miles wide, & good for grass; by oU;r ca.11tp, the low 

hills come near the run, which is about parallell nth the river, flat 

bottom of 1/2 Jll:i.le & more beti:reen the 2, the hills reach back some distance 

to the main blufta; opposite bluffs quite bold & ledgez; througn the dq, 

this sidl, ~ 1 place whore the .strata show & at the gorge of the creek; 

fn butfalo eeenJ pigW3ed plenty; 1 pole cat seen & l prairie hen. 

* !sh. hollow, trees small. (A.c.J 
* Wolf Creek [A.c.J 

.. ·. 
. . 
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[Jfa.y) 21st. Pleasant, cloudy at sunrise, .,no wind, breaking away, started 

at 8; stopped at 1/2 past llJ in middle of a bottom; a board ot distances 

was put up at camp ground; hills retreated, width of bottom trom 2 to 4 

mi.lea, soil good, cl..aya7, _quite ll'8t in places, from the raiD.8 of 19th. 

s. side, no bottoa, heavy !ran the late rain, bore to thew. N. w. & crossed 

a Yel"7 low range ot hills, which bad swept round & came to the (p. 18) 

river passed through a 'Yer,' rich pipeed patch, & kept on near the base ot 

the low hills on our right, & the ri'ror 1 mile or more on our lett, at 1/2 

pa.st S line stopped, in new of our front horseman just ahead among when 

were 2 mounted Sioux, soon turned a little towards the river, & camped in 

circle about l mile ott, a few buffalo seen on the other aide, P. )(. distmce 

7 .3/4 • 1S l/2. The bluffs on the s. side, keep their roclc_y ledge, up to 

a drf hollow., or some apparent length, whose mouth is about l/2 aile higher 

up than our camp, they then keop on at a lower eleTation,· & are much smoother 

& Without rock, ot arq consequence, shairing; a tew small ash trees., in the 

bollow; _very little bottom on the S sid3; hills low fp. 21) on the B, bottca 

wide, grass good & plenty; old grass YGry thick, waist high; between our 

camp & the riTer & up as !ar as~ can see., there is •err hea'Y}' coat of 

old graszs, of a good kind, resambling til:othy or red top. tho route would 

haYe boen nearer & probably auch botter to have struck troa our camp to the 

low hill we crossed. 1 pie~ of petrified leg ·bone 27" o! a Yeey fine l arge 

an1mal picked up on the low hills Ye crossed, by the roadside, in a dr;r 

graYel channel., aade by the rain n ter ct the hill country. 

Uay. From 18th to 21st. 15 3/4 a: 8 i lS 3/4. [Iii.lee] Whole No. 

434 3/4 [llilea] Rain Dight of 18th, 19th. {Castle Blu!fs 8 miles above 

.Ash hollow, [Jlq) 18th appearance o! rock, in the cedar bluffs· on the S 

aida or the first tillle. } 

:? 
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!l!a7J 22~d~ A little cloud;}", pleasant, breeze S; started 1/4 past S, 

rolled on, road good, crossed a little clear run about 11. 3 or 4 yds 

wid~ emptying in just above the cedar bush bank opposite; stopped to noon at 
. . 

'l/~ past 11; a tew scattering pine trees, small, on the ridge opposite; an 

occasion.al narrow strip or bottom on the S side, hills smoother, N. side 

bottom a•erages about 1 mile, occasional appearance of rock both sides, 

2 buffalo seen Saide, soil graTely, a weed called by the boys "old J11an" quite 

plont7,. also a weed sonie call re.peed, prickly pear occasionally; feed 

rat.her abort & scattering, points in the Oregon road neible occasionally; 

7 1/4 miles; etarted again about 2 & C&ld 4 1/t ·:dles then · wound among & 

OYor the blut!e 3 miles onto the bottcn 1 mile & camped in a circle within 

about 1/2 mile o! river, distance 15 1/2 mile•, !iret 4 1/4 miles over a 

dry hard bottom, & across several d:q beds of runs in high nter; from the 

ridge o! blutfs the road crossed, we could see chimney rock, & view the 

•ery curious at the broken ground all round us & especially on our right & 

ahead, croased the gravely bed of a run, some 8 rods nde, 3 times, in the 

billa, hauling through the beds ot the runs very heavy. Old man weed very 

plent7, Smftlla & tastes some. like mnmood, a -few Bmall cedar trees in the 

blutt1, a 7oung grey eagle· brought into camp, also another petrified ma.moth 

bono, portiona of the main or thigh bone of the hind leg, Diameter S inches 

circumference 15 inches. J. thunder storm p.1.seed around us & dropped a !ew 

aprinklee. The blu.tt1, opposite our camp*on the N. are named by the Prest., 

Blu.tt Ruins, they- present an appearanC3 of ruinad castles, with their 

turrets, towcra, terracea & walls, much dilapidated; it has been caused 

probably by the breaking d01m of the horizontal strata of limestone, which 

ia quite thin, & the washing awq o! the mar~ .foundation ot the strata b,r 

• A board with a letter plugged up in it put up. [J..C.] 
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rain,. sun & nnd, constantly operating; a marly cla,y, appears to be the 

main body of the hills & blutts, many foreign apeeiraens of rock., are 

atrewed all oYer the beet., ot the dry runs & on the tops & aides of the 

highest· hilla & bluf f's, ·in Ba?\Y places, such as granite o! several varieties., 

quartz, green stone &ca great amount of flint of various shapes & sizes. 

[Jf.ay] 23rd. Sunday. some clouey, quite warm, Bro. Fairbanks bit in the 

ankle b;y a rattlesnake, made quite sick, about noon camp assembled, [p.22] 

& meeting was began by singing, prayer by Prest. Young, singing, a few 

remarks bf E. Snow, the Prest. then epoke for some time & advanced the 

tollmring ideas in his remarks "the fruits of our works in this mission, 

will be taste<1 by us in this world & in that to come & eternally tor good 

or evil according to our works"; "I feel highly pleased With this camp & 

it.a movements, all goes 1tell· &c", no underhanded work in the gospel, all 

ie plain, & all things belong to the upright & honorable", •no man has 

disobeyed. my counsel that I know of" I will do the scolding to this o 

cmp, no other man shall,• "our mission 'Ifill soon be looked upon, as 

among the first \TOrks or the church". A place must be prepared for giving 

eDdotnaents & teaching revealed principles that have not been taug~t publicly," 

•ws ~Qilt ~& temple & font in spite of the opposition of wicked men." 

about 5 wind blew very bard, abou~ 7 began to rain hard, continued to rain 

till towards 10, 'Wind high through the Dight. Latitude M.. observation, 

410 33• 03~. Barometric height ot blu!l above the surface o! the riYer 

2.35. 

[May] 24th. very clouey, wind cold., a few flakes of sno111 flying, wind 

last night & this morning N. N. w., started 20 ndnutes past 8 stopped to 

rest JS minutes past 12, road hard & good, bottom more rolling than ueual; 

a curious shaped & lone portion of blut!, nearly opposite on s. side, looking 

--~ -
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like a fortified round to11er with a detached Turrettf still cloudy, & very 

cool, 10 miles. (p. 19) 2 Sioux came to us while we were resting. Started 

1/2 to 3 & rolled on 6 1/2 miles & camped in a circle within 1/4 mile of rive~, 

road good, teed poor, clouds breaking away, wind tell; bottom wide & not 

so rolling; just as •e formed camp, JS Dacotahs, men, women & children mounted 

crossed the Fork to Yisit us, they •ere Tery friendly, clean, well dressed, 

•ll formed, good sised .& well behaved, &c. went out to them to read 2 

letters in French, given them as recommends, one to Owash to cha, on le 

belle journai, signed P. D. Papin, the other to braTe Bear, not signed, both 

good; 

Sioux. Rain 23rd. Snow 24th. May. ft'om 21st to 24th; lS l/2 ii: 15 l/2 • 

31• [iniles] Whole No. 465 3/4 [11:1.lesJ. 

fKayj 25th. _Quite a .frost clear, mild & pleasant, The Daeotaha came down 

trom their sleepiDg place, 1/2 mile above & remained about our camp until 1re 

started; ~haved perfectly nll, we gave them some bread last night & thia 

morning; traveled 12 miles, road dr;y & generally very level, but rough from 

inoqua.litiea, course nearly through the center of a Wide bottom, & camped in 

a circle about 4 miles E. N. !. !rom Chimney Rock on the s. by Barometric 

calculation by Prof. o. Pratt, at our last night's camp, height above ocean 

.3371 .tt. & 686 tt. above the junction, being a rise .from the point, ot 5 tt. 

6 1/.l inches to the mile. Latitude by ?ii. observation 410 41 1 46", o. P. 

Rocklntll killed 2 antelopes• A• L. 2 hares. but little air, quite ,rarm. Grass 

lliddleing, principle grass, bU.C.r&lo grass. Widest place in bottom about 6 miles. 

Several 11ells dug. 
.t cb.imJy 

[l!ay'] 26th. some clouey ino rock marly· 
rock all 
a clay- warm, a fine breez• 

!rom thew, Started at 8, stopped a 12. 7 1/4 miles. started l/2 past 2 

camped at 5, in a circle, near the river; grass pretty good; road level, 

* C3lled by t he Prest. "an old Courthouse." [A. C.] 
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bottom ltide & dry, the r~ad would be better if it kept the bank, [p. 23] on 

account of grass, dril't 1900d, & water at all times; 4 antelopes killed; 

lpl"inkled a little about sun set. Smiles= 12. Our camp is nearly opposite 

Terrace Bluffs, of marly clay, constantly wasting., & in fair view 0£ chilnney 

rock. 

(MayJ 27th. cloudy, but very pleasant, with a tine breeze., started at 8, 

stopped at 12, route close by the river., grass good; road fine; nearly 

opposite Scott's Blufi's on the s. aide. From .A.sh Hollow to Chimney Rock by-

our road 72 1/2 miles. Width of river opposite our last night's camp 792 yds; 

8 miles. 2 lopes killed, A.. L. killed l; started about 2, & camped in a circle 

about S near the river, & just above the most northern points of Scott's 

Blu!fs., 5 3/4 = 13 J/4, grass &c as in A• ll. stopped thua ear]Jr on account 

o! grass just ahead looking short. bottom still very wide, about 6 began to 

rain quite fast, wind from N. N. E., a few bushes.on the opposite bank. 

Scott's Blutts & those above & balov are the prevailing marly clay formation, 

& cut up into all manner of curious & fantastic shapes by the action of the 

elements & tast. wearing away. Rained slowly till·about 9 in th.e evening. 

) 

Since tie left .bluf.t ruins, after you leave the river bank from 1/2 to 1 l/2 miles, 

tho. bottom is very dry till.you reach-the lo,: range 0£ hills, from J to h 

miles, then dry £or about the same distance to the main bluffs., so that the 

best grass is confined to the strip ot bottom, along the river. 

(l!ay] 28th. Cool & cloudy, quite mi.sty about 7, Wind E. N. E. RiTer trkes 

a sudden bend from Scotts Bluffs to the N. w. or almost N. tor a. short distance; 

laid by till a.bout 11 for fear o! rain., started & soon came to where the 

bot tom was narrow & (lui te sandy & continued so for about 3 miles, Wi. th a 

small clear run close on our left, then ~bout 4 miles of good hard read 

along a wide bottom again, then instead of keeping on the edge of dry bottom, 

the road pilot, struck acrose, the •etish bottom lying near the river & we 
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had 4 1/2 miles· of first wetish, then sandy, then tolerable road & camped 

in a circle near the river, •ith ~.lenty of driftwood., but poor grass, the 

new being mixed up with the oldj cool & cloudy. 11 1/2 miles. A fell 

scattering cottonwood trees & small willows on the small islands & the s. 
bank. Misted & sprinkled in the night. 

[M.Q'J 29th. Cool & cloudy., began to spri:.kle & mist qU.ite stead¥ about 

5. the Prest. last evening ma.de so:ne remarks against so much levit7, card 

playing, dancing &c a.s there vas going on. Wind N.E. slacked up mist1J1g 

about 10, wind E. at 1/4 to 12 the Prest. lectured the camp vezy sharply 

& Ye17 well upon the subjects of their levity, such as dancing, fiddleing, 

card playing., mock trials, loud .laughing & talking, contention &c showing 

what such a spirit would lead to, & that he did not wish to go any farther., 

with such a spirit in the camp, &c; then called the 12 together., then the 

high priests (18) including 4 bi~hops, then the seventies (76) then the 

elders (8) left those who did not belor.g to the church., 2 sick in waggons, 

2 away hunting; the Prest. then called upon them by quorums & they all 

covenanted With uplifted hand to return to the Lord with renewed purpose 

of heart., & leaTe o1'l those practices, that tend to eVil, good remarks 

(p.20) by Elders Kimball, Pratt & Woodruff, started l/2 past l, [p.24) 

stopped 1/2 past 5, & camped in a circle, near a spring run about 5 yds 

wide, & just above a point Where the river runs from the south to !J. across 

the bottom about 2 miles, several trees on tr..s iaelands. Road good, grass 

good, aand rock showed in the bluf! for the first time close by the road & 

about 2 milea below our camp; just belm., us the N. For.le rime a serpentine 

course to & fro across the bottom for the first time. The Oregon road just o 

belo• Scotts Bluffs turns behind the hills to avoid the Blutr, & comes on 

to the river after 2 days travel Just belo,r the large trees on the islands, 

at a point about 1 mile or more below o~ camp, it crosses horse creek, 
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which empties above Scott's Bluffs, on the S side. Road (on Hay) 28th •ould 

have been nearer & better to have continued on that dry hard bottom. The 

grass_on the hard bottan, is thin & short, but good where the bottom is 

~etish •hieh is the case very frequently, in patches or some length & 

breadth, lying near the river & always to be commanded for camping purposes, 

&s to grass, driftwood & water. Elder Kimball remarked that not one of us 

or one of our families would die till our return, i! we would abide counsel 

as given. Elder Woodruff motioned that all burn up their cards, gammon 

boards & dice for they were usless lumber. miles 8 1/2. 

May. From 2hth to 29th. 161/2 i 12 112 1/4 113 3/4 1111/2 mil~s. 

Whole No. 531 3/4 miles. sprinkled 26th. rain 27th. llist 28-th, rain 29th. , 

[Y..ay] 30th. SUndq, appointed as a day for rasting & prayer; warmer, but 

still cool & cloudy. wind E. About 9 the caLtp assembled tor prayer meeting, 

Bishop. T. Lewis presiding, praying, singing&. remarks, confessing &c b7 the 

brethren, all good, meeting closed 1/2 past 10. About 12 the brethren assembled 

to partake of the sacra=ant, Bishop LeWis presiding. At the same time the 

12 &. 9 others, with their clothing repaired to a tason in the hills, & 

stationed o.p. Rockwell&,!. Carrington on the look out, ~hile the rest 

clothed, & went through the usual _(rites]&. prayed, the Prest. being mouth, 

soon after they dressed., it began to sprinkle, about 1/2 past l & then to 

rain ju.st ae we got back to camp. The low range o! hills that has continued 

so long, beginB just below the sand stone Blu!!s to take a higher elevation, 

& becomes acre broken, as :rou rise on the ridge & look N. the land extends 

back at the sams elevation broken barren & rolling for 4 or 5 miles then 

there 1s a breadth of lower ground, still rolling & barren for from 5 to 10 

miles extending to the maiD bluffs; an ir.mense quantity of pebble stone is 

scattered promiscously over this barren & broken rigion • .A.bout 4 the Prest. 
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invited the 12 & Bros. Carrington., Shumway & Snow ~o truce a walk, we ascended 

the ridge & then proceeded to the top of a high peak about 2 l/2 miles from 

camp. We then had a fine view of the ~ain rid~e of bluffs on either side 

of the river from 20 to 30 mi.las apart., & of the intervening level, rotting 

& tumbled up surface & the course of the river up & down !or a long distance., 

also the towering black Hills., between the points W.N.w. & s.w. air line 

40 miles, & Chimney Rock to the S.E. Bro. G.A. Smith offered up a very 

appropriate prayer & we got back to camp about dusk, in season to have a 

look at a very fine specimen of lunar rainbow, which occurred soon a..t'ter, 

about 7. It has been a dtq of much joy & satis.faction to us, peace, quiet 

& harmoey prevailing in the camp & ow- stock full fed & well rested, [p.25] 

& we all felt well & thankful for the sudden change for the better, since 

our covenant. 

(.May] 31st. Clear & pleasant, breeze from the W.N.W. started about 8, 

turned off· our co:..rse a little to find grass, s:,opped l/2 past 12, distance 

9 1/2 miles• grass thin; course direct, road good, bottom varying much in 

breadth owing to the Windings of the river, generally very dry., with scanty 

grass, ridge quite broken, ma.riy of the peaks barren i'rom sand, others 
. 

covered with gravel & pebble stones, distance across bottom & river from 

ridge to ridge 5 or 6 miles on an average. Started 1/4 to 3 camped 1/4 to 

7 in 2 paralell lines on the gravel~ bank of a swift run froM 20 io 30 ft. 

wide, & about 1 mile a~ove its outlet. Course quite direct, road quite sane¥, 

& grass thin, passed several good sised cotton trees, & stu:,ips & trunks on 

the isleands & banks, accompanied by long .fringes of willows & young cotton 

bu~hes; 1 deer killed by J. H~gby; distance 7 l ,'\ miles. Latitude by M • 

observation, 42oohr4lff. Much the most bottom on N. side, quite a frost. 

June 1st. Clear & pleasant; started soon after breakfast, crossed the 
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s:iall run .before & eoon cams on to good hard ground; bottom from 2 to 4 miles 

wide, quite dry & hard, Td. th thin grass. Trees green & dead, more numerous 

& larger, & small pine or cedar trees, or both, quite plenty in the bluffs 

on both sides of river, little or no bottom on s. side, just before we stopped, 

1/4 past 12, passed 5 old sod chi.m.nies near the S bank; grass thin, 4 1/2 miles; 

alter nooning traveled 7 1/2 miles. Latitude 42°09'24"; road generally 

quite sandy, grass scattering, & camped in a semi-circle on the river bank 

(p.21) about opposite Fort St. John, on w. side Laramie's Fork, & l 1/2 to 

2 miles from our camp, channel J!lUCh narrower 108 yds Yi.de above Larimi.e 'a 

Fork, & deep & current strong. Our camp fires tonight presented quite a 

cheerful & old fashioned appearance, vood being plenty. Clo~dy, sprinkled 

a !n drops- just after dark. Soon after we camped, 2 of the brethren that 

had come up lrom Pueblo 2 weeks last Sund.a.Y 16th, came ever in our boat, 

they were pleased to see us & we then., they ware 15 dqs coming from Pueblo, 

did not· hurry & laid by b<>me, distance 250 miles. The Crows had been down 

just before they came to the fort & stole 2$ horses from the post in da¥­

ligbt. 

From 29th (l!ay] to Jum 1st. (May 31st. Frost. ) 8 l/2 116 J/4 i 12 

Cmiles]. From Winterquarters to Fort St. John 569 miles. (It is said that. 

the Black Hills can be seen troti Scotts Bluffs in a clear day.) {Rain )0th. 

Peppergrass in the hills), 

(Junel 2nd. The 12., A. Ca.rrington & several others crossed the N. Fork., 

walked 2 or 300 yds to the rui:n!J of Ft. Pliltto (a trading post,) the outer 

& inner nlla are prett1 much entire, built. of large sun dried brick, about 

15 rt. high, 2 1/2 ft. thick & enclosing a parallelogra llJ. .rt. by 103 ft. 

With 2 large gateways l for stock &c. the other the main entrance, opening 

into the hallow square around which the buildings are ranged against the 

nlla, with a wall between it & the space allotted to stock. We next 1tent 

0 
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to Ft. St. John, & were politely received by Mr. Beaudeaux & Co. 17 in 

all. Walls &c as Fort Platte, the enclosure 168 .t.'t. by 116 ft. the main 

building 2 stories high & forming part of the wall, with a smallish [p.26) 

double planked door, opening thro~gh an entrance way into the hallo• square, 

an open court, round which are ranged, mostly again$t the 11alls, the store 

room, blaoksmi th ehop, ware rooms, cookroans &c. stabli~ &c along the east 

wall, with a waggon entrance & strong door, in the middle on the S side, 

the main entrance, folding doors high & Wide, double ash plank thic.<l.J" 

studded with spikes, over the main entrance, is raised a square tower, ot 

light frame work weather boarded, with a flag striff run up from it. Several 

squaws & young children about, probably belonging to the traders. We chart­

ered their flat boat & took a ride down the rapid current of Laramie's Fork, 

) or 4 miles in its windings, to the mouth a~ out 1/2 mile belo;r our camp, . 

then tmted up & crossed over to camp, some cloudy. lir. Boaudeaux said the 

first post was extablished here in 1833, &. that it was .300 miles from here 

to Bridger's· Fort, on Black•s Fork of Green River,&. where the Oregon & 

California roads fork. 2 flanking projections, or square towners run up 

above the walls & rooted, l in the S.E. & 1 in the N.E. corner. They send 

their pel!rey trom this post to Ft. Pierre 400 miles over land, on the 

Hi.S8ouri, where the st.mm beats take it. Latitude }l. observation by o. 
Pratt 42°12113• at Ft. st. John, width of Larmie Fork at same place 417ds. 

some cloudy' & quite 'l'fa.ni. 

[JunaJ 3rd. pleasant, with a strong wind froa E.s.z. commenced ferrying 

over the N. Fork about 5 kept busy at till 1/2 past l, when a severe hail 

& rain storm began to pour on us, accompanied with heavy lightning & thunder, 

lasted 1 hour. !. Lyman started abou.t 11 for Pueblo to counsel the move­

ments of men & things there. in comµany with Stevens, Woolsey & Tippetts of 

the Mormon t,attalion. Sprinkling occasionally. A. Carrington sent a letter 
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to his wife, per A.. Lyman to be forwarded the first chance. Rained a good 

deal through the night. 

tJuneJ 4th. Cloudy, but pleasant, all over by 8. A..C. left a letter 

for wife, at this place. Paid Mr. Baudeau $15. in cash & work turned by 

Crow, for use of flat boat. Started at 12 on the Oregon Road, stopped 

l/2 past 1 to let the teams pick some patches of good grass. The compa.I7¥ 

tha.t came up from Pueblo came into our line, with .3 waggons, several loose 

horses, a numter of fina cows & calves & 2 large .fine bull.a. Started 1/2 

past 2 & camped 1/4 to 6 in a circle near the river, grass good but scat­

tering, this day we began to travel in what is called the Black Hills, so 

called !rom the dark shade given them, by the large number ot small pine 

& cedar trees growing upon them; quit hauling t'Uel; This river from above 

the forks is veey crooked, witll little or no bott<n, except in narrow strips 

& smll curves, road in some places quite sancb" With sharp pitches, we 

came . down one T8IT stoep hill,· much worse than any since life started, bottom, 

timber & hills about evenly diviood between the N & S sid/3. J. very broken 

country, grass mostly Bu.Italo grass. quite a shA:>•er between;• 6 P.H. 

Ur. Baudeau Superintcnda.nt & Eugene l!ontalant [llirtalant?J, clerk, told 

0 

Col Rockwood, they had never seen so ciVil & "ffl311 bahaved a company travel o . 
this road. distance $ l/4 [ml.es}. Stand b-.t our camp & look all round & 

7ou ean hard:cy' tell how w~ or .the river gat here, the most circumscribed 

Tiew ve have b.ad. 1'ha nG.: cc. ..... ~rs had , va~ons & 1 cut, 9 men, S women. 

3 children. We now have 79 ~agone, including cannon, boat & cart. 96 

tp.27) horses, Sl mules, 90 oxen, 43 cows, 3 bulls, 9 calves, 16 dogs, 16 

chtckens. 

[June] 5th. quite cloudy, sprinkled a few drops (p.22) Archibald Lytle 

one or the new comers abused his oxen yesterday. Started late, some oxen 
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missing awhile, halted 1/4 to 12 near a lazy spring, water soft and sweet. 

quite a quantity of bunch grass, bluffs nostly oi' a very fine grit sand-

stone ~ith considerable lime o! a light grey, easily crumbled b.)r exposure, 

in some places presenting a perpendicular face, some butling &-tt>thers 

worn away so as to resemble the terraced plats of a steep hill side garden. 

road crossed a bad point of rock then kept U? the dry narrow bottcm & bed 

of a spring run, the water sinking in a day not tar from the warm spring. 

Latitude 42° 15'6~. Started 1/2 past 2 & camped in a circle on the W side 

of a small spring run, called cottonwood run, 25 1/4 fmilesJ from ft. John. 

10 1/2 = 17 111.iles. An emigrant comp~ is camped about 1/2 mile back of 

us, nth 9 waggons, l cart, & 1 handsome 2 horse carriage, horses, ,,,ules, 

oxen, women & children &e. they ~ostly from Illinois, not far from Chicago. 

1 b3.d rocq hill·in our road frc:J n.Jon halt to Cottomrood Creek,~ l be.fore 

noon ~t a.s we left the river bottom, road otherwisa pretty good, rained a 

considerable from just after darlr, more or less through the night. 

From June 1st to 5th. Rain & Hail Jrd. quite a shower 4th. To 

Larcmie's Fork 569 miles. Whole No. 577 1/2 miles in time 6 h 56 m 7 l/2 

s, Equal to 194°11•~3•. 

(June] 6th. Sunday. Appointed for fasting&. prayer, cloudy, grass good, 

prayer meeting at 9, meeting again at ll, just before our first meeting 

the emigrants passed b:r, one Gabriel Priedeaum With them, who belongs at 

the missionary station on St. llary's, a tributary o! the ColUlllbia, 4 1/2 

• days ride on horseback from I•'t. Hall. Priedeam says, when the water is 

low we do not have to leave the river & keep in the hills so much, but 

croes some 6 or 7 times. 11 o'clock dispersed, after prayer by E.T. 

Benson, b.v a heavy shower o! rain, 'lri. th lightening· & thunder which lasteEl 

about 1 hour. During the rain about noon, anotner CO!Dpall1' of emigrants 

* Silicious sandstone. (A. C.J 
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passed us, from Illinois & missouri, 20 waggons, 2 carriages. Started 

between 2 & 3 & w~nt Smiles, to shorten the distance to the next water, 

crossed the run or creek tl'lice, passed the camp of the last enu.grant company 

& the Jrd 10 mile stake trom Ft •. John,.& campsd in a circle on the bank of 

Cotton wood creek, leaVi.ng the road open through the center of our circle, 

tha other ~pis just ahead of us. good si?.ed cottomrood trees on this 

creek & plent7 or them. road tolerable, grass good. quite & breeze, after 

the shower, from the W. Ur. Prtedawa says we are now as near Laramie mountain 

as 1te shall be, it h&e been Yisible from Chilanc,y Rocle. Br. 1''rost is black- ,'.) 

saithihg tonight for both of the e:u.grant Cos. A good place for camping 

any season of th11 Jear. 

(JuneJ 7th. some cloudy, emigrant Co. next behind, passed as we were 
. 

hitching. Owing to disagreement the whole route, N Ta,ylor took his horse (p.28} 

& loading from R. Badger's waggon & joined Green. Started little past 7, 

soon bore oft from cottonwood cre~k; crossed the dry gravely bed of a run 

6 tines, 13 waggons overtook~. frcxn Andrew Cy, Mo. Wind E.S.E. noon halt 

at a spring. Latitude 42°21'51"• 1/4 past 11 grass short & scattering, road 

good, excent the gravel in bed o! run; a fine vi~ o.t' Larcmie, or li:ttle 

; countain, with lfhite spots of sncr.l, the 13 wagons p11ssed us while nooning. 

7 3/4 miles. Started l/2 past 12, road very hilly & graTely, crossed 2 

ridges at the general elevation of the country round, ~ith the ex~ption ot 

Lm:! fLarune Mountain! & its ~dia.te ridga, as far as one can see in ever7 

direction from these 2 points, t~ vieTr is extensive over a broken & barren 

countey-;- uth 10 mile stake put p;!j lightening~ thunder with elight showers, 
. 

camped at 4 on Horse Shoe Creek, cottom1ood willow & ash trees plenty & ot 

good siie; quite a hard short sho=-er, large drops & some small hail, ,mile 

we were camping. grass 'f'eey good. 2 black tailed deer 1 lope killed. A.. 

C. vrote a letter !or O.A..S. to send to li't• John with the obserYations at 

tlult place. S l/4 miles: 13. 



tJune] 6th. Cloudy; Started 1/2 past 7, crossed Horse Shoe Creek, feed good, 

air fine & bracing, a few buffalo seen, the .: irst for some tir..e. joon turned 

from creek & began to wind up the hills, 3 shortish steep places, (1 very b~d, 

which mifht have been avoidea with a little labor) & 1 long hill, fihich trought 
:~ 

~-:1 .. 
us tc the tope at the general elevation of the surrounding country, La.ramie 

mountain .,.i th 1 ts snow banks on our left, crossed 2 snall beds of spring runs., 

, -with a t'ew cottonwood grov,ing. Saw a chi~onk or yankee gro1..nd s1u.irrel, as 

we ascended the fil"st hill; noon halt 1/4 plst 12, di:3tance 6 3/u ".'!iles, road 

£OOd for a hilly one, except the first rise; hills look green, Lut the .t,Tass 

is short. 1ormwood1 southern ~ood1 wild sage, & ardse or sweet scisily, occur 

in abillldance from time to tin1e. l 1ope killed. Started a.bo..;t 1/1. to z put up 

5th 10 mile stake, crossed 2 small dry runs, & l large one 4 times,& the river La 

Bonte ol" Eig Timber Creek at this ti.me over 2 ... :t. deep, & 6 or 8 rods wide, 

quite clear & rapid, all these ri.llls & creeks have gravely & pebbly beds, as 

usaal for some time; wind strong from w.s. W & cool. Camped in a circle about . 
1/2 past 6· near the rive~, feed tolerable. A. Carrington & several of the bre-

thren done road 1Vork faithfu~ this day., throwing out pebbles &c. road winding 

& hilly but hard from gravel, 8 3/L miles~ 15 1/2 miles. Laramie mountain, the 

highest peak of the divide between North & Laramie !'ork, is said to be the high­

est peak of the clack hills, & our road today is 8aid to have passed over the 

highest ground that it does in the Hills. 5 men, traders and trappers rode into 

our camp. l deer & 1 lope killed. (p.23) 

June 5th To 8th. 17 miles ~ 5 :I: 1.3 * 15 1/2. ~'hole ?fo. 627 3/4 miles • 

.:ta.:n 5th & 6th & 7th ltith 11aj,l. Sprinkled a few drops 8th. June 5th, A. C. 

relieved from night guard. 

June 9th Hitched up before 6 & went a short distance, for better grass; put 

up 6th 10 miles stake stopped opposite a traders camp, several, men, l squaw, 

3 carts & 2 waggons, loaded with pelt.ry1 started 1/2 to 7. 

sent ahead to the crossing o! the Fork. Clear & pleasant. 

15 of our ~aggons 

A high, 
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sharp ridge 01.' fine sandstone, white & radish, on our lett, [p.29] several 

specimens of iron stone, the lower hills, as far as one can see, are com­

posed of light colored, & redish & red clay & *limestone, 10.th an occasional 

show of the sandstone ot the ridge, road very good for a hill country, no 

bad hills; crossed a small dry gravely run; stopped 1/2 past 12 close by a 

91&11 rwi, grass good but scattering. Viild fl.ax found. Distance 111/4 

miles. put up 7th 10 mile stake; Started at 2, passed in 2 or JOO yds, a 

fine spring close by road side, crossed 1 dry run, & another 2, & camped in 

a semicircle at 1/2 past 5 on the bank of river a la Prele, a clear & rapid 

Creek, from 18 inches to 2 ft deep at this time, & !rem 2 to 3 or 4 rods 

111.de, graas good on the margins; distance 8 miles = 19 1/4 Dile; as we 

camped, emigrant compar.r;y in sight ahead & our 15 waggons close upon them.. 

Since leaveing Ft John, the torl?lation as far as hastily observable, is based 

on a ~orizontal bed ot· hard clay&: mostly light colored, overlaid with a bed 

01· coarse sand or gravel, then in many places overlaid 1'11 th another strata 

0 

of clay, upon which rest, where undisturbedJ the horizontal strata, o:r Argil­

aceous & silicious sandstone & as you advance a pure gritJ or calcareous 

., sandstone ot f'ine quality, white & redishJ & in connection at a lower eleva--, 

tion, light coloredJ radish, & red argilaceous limestone, & grit sandstone, 

in some rew places, metal.iferous limestone, pudding stone & eongl~erate 

frequent, but no~ occupying az,;y considerable extent, as to regularity or 

surface except on the N Fork, occasional speci~ens of sort gypsum or plaster 

0£ paris, impure, & also of ~d gypsum purer, To judge from a. hasty obser­

vation En route of the country fro~ Ft. John to River a la Prele by the hill 

road ite original conglomeration o:f coarse sand, then clay (mostly light 

colored & hard, in places red or i:etaliferous, thot.gh confined) then argila.ceous 

li.Jnest.9.Jl8 then clay & in othars silicious sandstone witho~t the super strata 

ot clay, taking this as a general-view of the formation for 78 3/4 miles & 

* Metaliferous & argJlaceous. [ A •. c. J ....... .. ·: · 



-h6-

theil; noticing the dividing ridges, the hills & banks & beds of streams, 

one is led to the conclusion that when these strata were disturbed the 

waters in seeking a level would do so by rapid current which would directly 

wear high perpendicUl.ar banks, from the very nature o.f the .formations, which 

also being e~sil,y operated upon by the fierce winds & storms o.f this country 

so rar as the clayey str~ta are concerned would give •ay from ti.me to time, 

& the super.strata of rock would oi course declir..e according &c to every 

degree from a slight slope to a perpendicular & to every point of compass, 

though in the main through the channals of the streams as is the fact, leaving 

.cones & bluffs & peaks & combs, & at a lower elevation more rounded hills, 

just as •e see them, some traders passed w, just as we c~~ped; P.M. cloudy 

qw te a cool breeze from W by S road good with a few small exceptions, about 

20 rods back 01' our canp, on 5 side of road is a grave, With head stone cut, 

J Hembree, 1843. 

rJuneJ 10th. A few clouds, very pleasant, 1¥ith a fine breeze from w.s. 

lJ. Started at 7, crossed 2 wed & 1 dry small runs, & l<'ourcha Boisee a tine 

stream, ·now about 18 inches deep, and from 3 to 4 rods wide, noon halt 

on its banks at 11, grass tolerable, road good, with the exception 0£ a few 

short pitchens; cotton wood & willcw plenty enough for camp purposes [p.)OJ ' . 

on all these runs wet or dry", so far .from Laramie, the hills over which tht!I 

road passes not so broken this A.M. mostly clay, where found, •h1te, light 

cream color, & redish where not covered with gravel & pebble, the ridge on 

our left is smoother & probably- grit sandstone, in spots redish. distance 

8 J/4 miles. 8th stakes put up. Started at 21 rode the elevation of the 

hill W & began to turn for the N For~, 1/4 to 3 came on to the bottom, 

but a small portion of low bottom, but the elevation bottom is very level 

& .from 3/4 .to 11/2 miles wide, termimted by gradually sloping hills, which 
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a,:-ain slope t.o-wards the di Vide or main blt.l'f, artemesia in abundance, 

crossed a. sn:all run; land on the N side much the mcst broken along ot:r 

route since we struck the Fork, cr0ssed Deer Creek, a beautiful stream with 

plenty of fi~h, herring, . s~ckers & cat, now a:OC,ut 18 inches deep in the 

8111ft places & from 4 to 5 rods wide, cair.ped in a circle on its bank 

3/4 ~ile fro~ river distance 9 miles= 17 3/4 miles. The river here is about 

2/J as wide as at Laramie, not so rapid, or deep, 9th stake put up, as you 

stand on ttte (p.24) top of the East bank or bluff of Deer Creek, near its 

Nort·:ern HJ!dt, & look S py W & s.s.w. to the main bluff or divide, the 

view extends to the bluff of the creek, over its beautifuly ~inding course 

& bottom & the sloping ~rassy hills that bound it, its beautiful cotton, 

willow and box elder trees, and a long line of' blufl', Ylith sever.11 clumps of 

small thrifty pJne, dotted in other places by scattering ones, altogether a 

m,eet ! lovely view, and one of the finest places tor a small settlement, 

that we have found. A. Carrington, discovered an extensive coal bank, the 

fjrst ~ver found to our kno~ledge on the Platte or arr:, of its tributaries, 

it rests upon a fine grit sandstone, co~monl.y called grindstone, Erit ot 

excellent quality of a ~hitish or light grey color, except where stained by 

sulphuret of iron, then yellowieh, as far as it shows, !rem the creek to 

coal bed is 1'rom 40 to 50 ft. thick, then the eoal bed, probably fraa 6 to 

10 ft .. thick traced ne ·u-ly l m::tle, then overlaid by a bro1m micaceous slate, 

could not dE=termille its thickness without mi.neing., slate overlaid by an 

earthy limestone (brown) in layers i'I"om a 1'ew, to le- inche~ thick, whole 

thiclmess not deterl!3.ined, for some reason applied to tne slate, the whole 

o..-erlaid by a coating of the prevailing erratic ?ebbles, Over the face or 

t)\e sandstone, are both scattered and adhering round & ragged specimens of 
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·erruginous sarxistorie, many o.f them f ·rmed around a necleua of Sulphuret 

of Iron. Wild flax in abundance on this creek. This spot is the best one 

for a location., all things considered_. on either route from the Missouri,to 

the S. Pass, soil calcarc·ous clay, easily tilled. Some lopes killed. 

June ~'rem 8th to 10th. 19 1/h l 17 3/L miles. lhole ~o. 664 J/4 

11n ~es. Latitude of mouth 01' Deer Creek 41.052 '56" height above sea 48~ ft 

{ -3. •i th a dip to the South of about 4.$ 0 .) · 

~June] 11th Clear & very pleasant, breeze from N. w. by N •• GA Smith & 

A Carrington Visited the coal bed tr.is mornint .& took specimens, we cut 

c:ut with a hatchet., Started 1/2 past 1, kept up the river, road good, 

~ •. ssed a dry run, a good quantity of good sized cotton wood, on the banks 

of river, hills throwing· low spurs to the river occasionally, Flax plenty, 

noori halt 20 minutes to 12, on a strip of low bottom, grass tolerable, a 

few l.jp;ht clouds l'ind w. distance 9 1/4 miles; Several rattlesnakes seen 

k 10th stake put up tr.is forenoon, Latitude 42°51 1 47"• (p.JlJ Started, & 

rolled up the river with a good road, crossed 2 small clayey runs, main 

bluff or ridge on our left from 10 to 12 miles off the dividing ridge o! 

K &. Larw.e Forks. Sn0\11 ~sat the heads of the ravines & in spots on the . 
su=.ut. lfazv small pine upon its sides & summit, it looked quite snooth & 

green !or the blufi'; first hills on both sides quite smooth&. lo1r • . Camped 

in a circle near the river, on a small meado~, grass tolerable. distance 

7 3/4 = 17 miles. 11th stake up, evening very mild & pleasant. 8 lopes 

killed. 

[June] 12th Clear & pleasant, With a fine breeze fron the N.W. Started 

1/4 to 8, over rolling prairie bottom, crossed a few ravines llith steep 

banks, & 1 clayey run; noon halt 1/4 to 12, distance 7 1/4 miles cotton wood 

much scarcer, & more stunted, grass tolerable, road good, 12th stake up, 

after restir,g rode on, crossed clayey run & campea in a semicircle on 

0 
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4 =.11 1/4 miles our first company had done a good business in crossing 

the emigrant company 1or which they got flo~r at ~2.50 par 100, bacon & some 

cash, also it badger traded waggons rlth one oi' t!1em & got a fine horse .,care. 

100 pounds of flo..r 1/2 barrel of crackers & 28 pounds bacon to boot, s001e 

smithing_. waggon fi~ &c ·done i'or them for which our brethren also got 

good pay, all o! ,,bich came very opportunely. quite ,varm, ma.in Range of 

bluffs S of our camp from 6 to 8 miles thickly covered with small pines. 

one of the men brought fron. the bld'fs 1 snOl'f ball a small piece oi' dark 

0 

brown mica, & a piece Qf coal, the same kind & quality as that first discovered 

by A. Carrington on deer creek, & extimated at the same thickness, that is 

from 8 to 10 ft. & distance to this point 2( 1/4 miles indicatillf, i.f' any 

way continues, an inexhaustible supply, for ibitney's railroad or arzy- other 

project which requires much fuel. 

(June) 13th Sunday Some cloudy & ve-ry ~ar & still, horn for meeting at 

9, goo~ teachirig by Elders Kimball & Young &. Prof. 0 Pratt, after meeting, 

operations set in motion for crossing, 1 of the tongue hounds of A Lyman's 

(waggonf broke, in going to ths blufis for a load of pine poles •• 

(Junel l.hth pleasant, began t.o cross 1/4 to 5, the loading put over in the 

skiff & the waggons, .som~ rafted & some hauled over with a rope, clouqr, 

Wind E &. E by s, between .3 & h, wind high S 11 by 'H, accompanied, with a 

severe st.orn1 oi.' hail & rain for about 1/2 hour, the inost violent we have had, 

wind then shifted suddenly., as .the st.,rm passed by & ulew high & cold from 

N ! by E, the storm came upon~, somewhat uprepared, in the hurry of crossing, 

but -we have heard of no partj,cular damage by it. the -.aggons of Elder 

Wood.rut.f's & Captain Grover's tens were put over 1 at a time, by Ca.ptn. 

Grover 4 & B.L. Adams 7 without wet or any injury & our loads also came over 

safe, George Brown rowing, & the rest of us unloading., loading boat, loading 
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-wa~gons a&ain &c, all of which the 2 first tens got done, just be.fore the 

storm, the waggons pulled over by rope got very wet some o.r.' them rolling over 

and over, some bows broke, 1 reach, & otherwise some damaged, but nothing 

ser1cus, J Peck's waggon turned over & spilled o~t_l sett of plow irons, 

& some steel & iron, lost of course; about dark river riseing fast. (p.25) 

24 waggons ~ot over, a heavy mist from time to time, lay on the bluff as 

low as.the line ot snow banks, throughout the day. S Driggs, ·[p.J2] A 

Carrington & B.L Adams, let Norman Taylor have their share of the meal & 

.t'lour, which was ferreyed for, & got ot' the emi6Tants, & divided among the 

te.ns at the rate· 01' 6 pounds flour r. 2 pounds rueal we let Taylor have, as he 

was out of bread, & he drew in his own ten, 6.pounds flour & 2 pounds meal, 

makeing him out 32 pounds bread stuff. we were all quite tired this night 

& most of us got very wet in the river, or in the storm, A Carrington got 

wet as a rat, holding BL Adams waggon cover in front to keep the storm 

out. 

June From 10th to 14th. 17 l 11 1/4 miles. ~~ole No. 693 miles. 

(Rain & hail 14th) J:t'rom Ft. John to 'Where the road takes water 125 miles. 

[ JuneJ 15th. Some cloudy, li nd strong fro~ S 17 by W; skiff set in 

operation early crossing loading & the raft in crossing v·aggons. We all 

felt sQrne the worse for the Yiear, but quite well ;:md in good spirits, it 

seems a pity we could keep on the N side & avoid the expense & time of 

crossing at~~. John, & the labor & time & damage here, as the N Fork above 

Laramie, is at all times more or less difficult to !'ord or cross. water 

falling. A Carrington, ,dth aid of Col Little, made & put in a tongue hound, 

& men dad the long hounds, but pu·t ting on the ~ay bar, of A Lyman's waggon. 

In s,;,i.mming scce stock, 1 horse of Bro. R. Crow's got drowned, he was started 

across With a long raw hide rope, a piece of chain & billet of •ood, he got 

ta~led in the ropes. QUite a number of waggons got over all safe. 

1.') 
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June1 16th. ,,arm ~ cloudy; quite a breeze .from ~·, by S ~ \'i S w. A.i'ter 

L·; t!-:1kr'-ast, Adams & Driggs, started -,,it,h others, to r;o ·=· rough 0,.;t 2 or j 

c~nces, ~ left A Carrington alone with out wagons. A. Carrington ~~ote 

~ read. all a.a.y, very la...;,e & sore from hard work, r.M .. wind rif-eing so111e thunder, 

,i' a i'e• drops oi.' rain; 21 war,r.:ons i'rom hke ?.,. Adams Counties l11inois, 

finished crossing tod~, about 4 or 5 miles helo• us; 2 emigrant companies 

opposite us on the other side; bound tor Oregon & Cali1'ornia. Adams, 

Driggs & the others; returned about dark, ~ith roughed logs for canoes, 

23 ft, long, & 20 by 22 & 19 by 20 inches. busy crossing all ruv, one of the 

emigrant coinpanies has buried tr.o of their number, l young man & 1 young 

_11rozr:an, both 'Within 150 miles of this place, the first death -w;e have heard 

o.r in any of the canpanies. A.C. Carrington stood guard for A.dams last 

l/2 of night. 

!June] 17th. Wind strong .from W bys, water high; still Lusy crossing. 

Prest._Young1s .-agon crossed about 9; finished crossing our company & 

crossed several emigrant wagons & loads; finished sw1Jm.ng over our stock; 

more emi?.rant wagons rolling up; Adams & Driggs with others all day working 

at canoes, A. Car~ington made some eppl& pies & sent them a large one for 

dinnert the i'irst ue have·hai on this trip. the 2 canoes iinished & ready . 
for planking. late in the ai'ternoon, it beca=a quite cloudy,&. high cold 

wind from the N by E. 

[June] 18th. Clear & pleasant, ~ind from •f bys, •e have crossed, l 

emigrant company of 10 wagons, & will soon have over another or lt or 20 

~agons at fl.SO per wagon in flour at $2> pr. 100 pounds & meal at 50 cents 

pr. bushel, &c, A Carrington left a short letter for wife, to be sent first 

chance. Both companies of emigrants over & another began upon. Our 2 

ea.noes, (p.33J fastened lfide enough apart to run wagons on were launched 

\';. . . . 

,· 

... .. 



! 
i· 

-52-

1/2 past 12, ..:.· put in operation, owing to being green &. l some longer than 

the other, they co~ld not bring a wagon with its full load; if very heavy. 

~J~eJ 19~h. About 2 A,M. showering a li~tl0, soon ceased & cleared up, 

9 of our men lei't here under Bro. Grever, ~o ferry, viz, J Davenport John 

Higby, i Y. Pomeroy, L Jonnson, W Empy, AM Harroon, D F Stewart, E Ellsworth, 

Erria Glines, stayed according to the counsel o( his own will, having been 

counseled to go on. Snow off the hills, started about 8, kept back of the 

river hills over a good clay road., passed over quite an elevation, from 

which we had an extended view on our right of the moderately broken countryt 

apparently very dry, & thickly covered with wormwood, southern wood, sage, 

& a great variety of plants & flo~ers, some of them very- beautiful; no timber, 

except a scattering cedar or pine on some far 0££ hill; passed on over left, 

in our descent, to ragged ridge of redish brown argillaceous limestone and 

calcarceous sandstone, overlaying in some places a bed of ferruginous sand­

stone, in other places, an impure black slate, overlaid by a bluish lilllestone 

supervened. noon halt l/2 past l distance 11 1/4 niiles brought us nearer the 

river, & within a short distance 3/4 mile of a spring & in sight of red 

banks on the Platte, started scon, kept on back of the river hi~s, through 

a valley, road good over hard clay. just above this spring the Platte comes 

up from the South, through high, sloping red banks, too far of! to determine 

their composition. Rolled ~n till past eun do,;m, & camped by a small spring. 

grass tolerable, no fuel but sage & other s,,:all bushes & a few buffalo chips. 

distance 10 1/4 miles= 21 ·1/2 miles. l buffalo & other game killed, buifalo 

gettirig some fat. country n1ore hilly, road goo.! keeping the narrow., rolling 

•alli$s,~ith esc~rpments of ferruginous sandstone & indications 0£ coal, 

with clay marl'&c. (p.26) 

tnates are continuous, but the next page 01· journal is marked 1 (a)J 

. ~~.-
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[June] 20th Sunday, clear & quite cool, started, l'dthout turning loose, 

to t'ind better feed, rolled on 3 3/4 miles & stopped by a spring run m. th 

tolerable grass, & got breek.fast, ste.rtad & about noon crossed the spring 

run -with ver.1 cold clear "t:ater, & its banlcs fringed ni.th shrubery, quite 

an oasis in this barren regio·n of' sage, directly began to ascend quite a 

long hill from ~hose sumit, we had a fine view of the jagged outline o! the ~ 

right & left ridge of the S..eet t7ater clearly defined against the blue 

eky the right much the highest, & of its detached & ragged spurs, thrown 

some distance into the basin bolow us, saga in abundance, croseed 2 bo~y 

spring runs, ,dth their accompanying patcheB of grass & stopped at 3 on 

another to rest again; distance 9 miles, road good; the hill near our last 

camp is composed first of clay, 2na light gray conglomerate, 3rd terruginous 

conglo:nf!ra.te, the ~'hole overlaid, by the usual quantity and variety of gravel , 

pebbles & boulders, quite clear & \..al"'.:J; rolled on, in 4 or S miles crossed 

a clear ·quick run Qbout 3 yds. 't.i'i.dc, & in 2 or 3 [milesJ turned off 1/4 mile 

to the lett & camped n.3.i,r said run about dark, distance 7 1/4 miles = 20 miles. 

grass indifferent, t'ood:ru.t'f & Bro\lll out, cannon fired for them at cidnight. 

fp. 34] 

June FrOUI 14th to 20t:1. 2J. 1/2 miles. Whole No. 71.4 1/2 miles. (Latitude 

of N Fork crossing 420 50t l6n. ) (N Taylor 14th. ) (19th BL Adams captain 

in Grovor' s pla~. ) 

[ June] 21st. Clear, still & v~, 'fiocciruff & Brcr.m still out, sage £or 

fuel last night & this corning. Stc:rted 1/4 to 9 road alterna.teing With 

clay~ gravel, kopt quartering for the Sw-eet Water, passed some pools on 

our right & left, with a deposit around in some 01· the.'ll, answering 

tolerably ~--ell for saleratus, passed on our right & left at some distance 

bl"oken msses & ranges of gran:i te with only a few shrubry pines & a scanty 

vegetation in their crevices, bench~s & !is~ures, & in a fflfl places some 
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scanty vegetation, noon halt, on the Srreet Water, near Rock Independence, 

distance 7 1/2 miles. a few small willows on its banks, it is now about 

35 ;rds. wide & very winding. clouding up, thunder at 2, Woodruff & J Brow 

, came to us they sta ed here last night ~ith the ccmpan;y just before us, in 

which a woman died yeat.erday or last night & •as buried near the Rocle, 

grass indi!ferent, Started 1/4 to 3, showered a little, soon came to Rock 

Independence, where the road passes over a narrou bottom, 11ith the Rocle 

close on one side & the river the other, a stake put up opposite the center 

of Bock mark nrl.les to tort John 175 1/4 miles, the face of Rock next the 

road from base to summit almost full of names; this Rock & the mound like 

rock opposite, are isolated, merely as to surface appearance, & are com.posed, 

as well as the neighboring ranges on both sides, of a coarsish gray massive 

granite, it is .from 1/3 to 1/2 mile long & about 130 ft. high, & like its 

~ighboring fellows, seamed & .furrowed, & broken in every direction, about 

1 mile or more across the ~eat Uator, noi;r about 2 1/2 !t. deep, passed on 

& went through a narrow path, made through th3 point of a granite ridge, 

& rising with the slope on either hand about 400 ft. left bank higher,&. 

from 1/2 to 3/4 miles from Devils Gate, where the Sweet Water cuts its way 

through the sama granite po,-nt, in a short distance further, camped in a 

semi Circle on the right bank of sweet Uater & just below the outlet of a 

c;iuick running, clsa.r rivulet about 3 yd.G. 'Wide, wi. th plenty of good grass, 

distance 7 3/4 miles = 15 1/4 mile8. road as usual. As you pass up the baric 

of the Sweet Water the point on ono h3.nd & the inain range on the other, 

gr.adual)Jr shut oft the n.irrw botto:oa, until th~y inclose the stream, 'With 

vertical walls !rcei JO to 40 yds. apart at tha base & about 400 ft. high, 

tor trom 3 to 400 yds, the stream in this narrow gate is choked up, by masses 

fallen from above, in some plac3s to appearc [appearance?], leaving only a 

narrow channel 3 or 4 yds. wide, whole fall through gates .from 10 to 15 
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fe~t, near the foot of the gate, there is a vertical vent, about 10 yds, 

wide; running diagonally across the gate, filled on the right bank •1th trap 

rock & on the left with fallen masses from above; as you pass over from the 

summit to the road, you ~ross 4 dikes of trap from 10 to 40 yds. across at 

the top, running as near as I could judge, without compass ENE & WSW, 

'While the gate is NE & SW, crossing the road, you soon come to a bed of 

coa.t'se conglomerate & a little further, granite & another trap dike, lfhich 

was as far as my time w:> uld perroi t. 

[June] 22nd. A little cloudy still & warm, Started 1/4 to 7 crossed rivulet 

near camp & in 2 or 3 miles another like it, low bottom very narrow & 

continually crossed by the winding (p. l(a)) river, which !'or 10 miles keeps 

rp.J5) close to the base of the left range, prairie bottom, slightly rolling, 

With scanty grass, but abundance of sage & absinthe bushes, left range very 

naked, right range higher, & densely timbered in places !'rom base to sumit 

with pine & cedar, & studed in ~y places with snow banks, 1 wide gap o! 

about l mile in the left range & a nc:.rrow one, appearing practicable for 

wagons at this distance, & nearly opposite in right range, road over clay, 

in some.places sprinkled ,nth sand~ fine gravel, level, but roughish 

in some places from slight•inequalities in the clay, noon halt, on river 

bank, grass good just here absinthe predor.linates; nearly opposite is a. fine 

gap i~ the left range, with its isolated raasses, 1 thunder roll. Young's 

wagon a.xeltree broke, distance 10 miles, (the most regular fracture in 

these ~anges is vertical as indicated at DeVils Gate, & road pass, by the 

rent through which the road rushes, & the corresponding races of the wall 

to the trap dikes) rolled on, soon passed quite a pond on our left, & 

began to wind among the hills, crossed a riwlet about 3 yds 111ide fringed 

with large sage bushes, banks steep, in coming out Jake & lyon broke their 

- -------
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traces, whanged them up,&. went on crossed another rivulet about 2 yds. 1nde., 

& passed 2 isolated granite masses, one on our right, the other on our left 

& some distance apart, camped in a circle, near the river, on a strip of 

low bottom, & at the foot of quite a hill, near 200 ft. hi.gh a.t 8 o'clock P. 

M. distance lC 3/4 lni.les = 20 3/u miles. road tolerably level, but very 

gravely, & a good many large pebbles & boulders in some places, the right 

hand range some lover than in the A • .14. & angles more rounde.d, with quite 

a level & smooth outline, left range still ragged & bare, river still run 

close by the base of the left range, with its low bottom more elevated, & in 

some places the hills ran to it, prairie bottom very hilly. while nooning 

learned that one of the emigrant companies, just behind us, lost a young 

man named Columbus Tustin of Morgan County, Illinois, 18 or 19 years old, 

he was drowned in swimi.ng a horse across the N fork. another gap in left 

range just opposite our camp, narrower than the one opposite last noon halt. 

grass good, which is the first we found since noon halt, our route being 

mostly among the hills. 

June from 20th To 22nd. 20 i 15 1/4 miles. Whole ho 36 1/4 miles. 

d,a.titude by Prof. 0 Pratt taken a little North of Rock Independence. 

420 30' 18" U observation.) (!llo~ed from camp to camp crossing l i miles) 

(From crossing to Villat1 Springs 28 1/4 miles) 

[June] 23rd. slight clouds, very pleasant., cool night & 1'3.rm days, 

started at 7, soon passed cloae on our left, the head boe.rd of a grave, 

marked Matilda Cro•ly, B July 16th 1830, D July 7th, 1846. In l 1/2 miles 

came to a small pebbly rivulet 5 ft. wide, with a fev, good sized trees 

growing each side of the road, t;e called it Cotton Wood Creek, opposite 

the r:-outh of this creek, &: for some distance in its length, the left range 

is extremely •orn a\lay, leaving an extended Viei:¥ to the N of the dry & 

apparently level country beyond, extending tar away, with its level outline 



dr..1wr. in t:.~ tlue sky in the distance, leavinr, rivulet, passed J·~~t on om­

rjg~!, ~ short, low, isolated wall of calcareous sandstone, whole bottom 

quite level, passed a lo~ granite ridge on our right, on the right bank, & 

soon N1.s~ed its point & turned on the rilrer again, right hand range as in 

the P, M. of 22nd• noon halt, j'll.st at the entrance of 2 ranges of granite 

bet111een.•hich the ~iver passed distance 8 l/2 miles. grass good, absinthe 

quite ·thrifty, road heavy [p.)6J from sand & gravel, started between l/4 

& 1/2 past 1, directly took a detour to the leit & rose a sli~ht elevation, 

to avoid the pass, continued on over tne prairie bottom, till 1/2 past 5, 

wnen we struck the river again, passed on a little further & camp in a circle 

on river bank 1/4 past 6 distance 8 1/2 = 17 miles. grass good, wind li by 

E, l small emigrant comi;,any camped just ahead of us about 1/2 a mile, another 

e&igrant company about 11/2 miles, they are the two companies tha.t left 

the Platte crossing the same morning ,·,c did, sage & absinthe both plenty 

& thri!ty,·nothing new in the river scen&!'Y except that its rang~s are 

more broken, a fine view of the lofty peak!li of the Wind river chain of the 

Rocky mts. from. our camp • .N Taylor received 21 pounds of flour :for extra 

11ork ferrying; out of the last amount paid by emigrants. road level., but 

sandy & gravely; teams tir'ed. 

(June 24th. Fleecy clouds. Wind S w. Started about 6. Grass good 

along the river for about 11/2 or 2 miles road then leaves the river again 

to cut off a bena, ~andy& gravely, in abou~ 3 miles, come to a valley running 

frO!n bluff to river; grass indifferent, pools of spring water in it 

occasionally, very boggy in a ~et time, road crosses just above a (p. 2 (a) ) 

spring, ice still in place from 1 !oot to 18 inches below the boggy surface, 

water sulpbery fro!D bog ore., some of the pools brackish, 1':rom the saline 

depositJ the ~alley has a small like a salt marshj from our camp to this 

spring 6 1/2 miles. The river ranges begin to loose thei~ rocky characteristics, 

. ) 
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·i-.er down in the bluff, mou.11dsJ table sw:uts, &. large swells, &. look 

-::eri. Interveneing rolling & hilzy-, With sage & absinthe_ in abundance & 

; ::o:ne places very thrifty. In 17 3/4 miles reached Sweet later again, &. 

~··.r,ed in a semicircle on its banks 1/4 past 3, road sandy &. gravely excepting 

~ .;r,ring valleyt· which was .clay, Lopes plenty, some killed. !'ran our camp, 

" little to be seen in any direction,but low rolling hills, covered 

•: ~.r. sca.nty grass & stunted sage, just sufficient to make then:, look green, 

.. e: plenty, of sage, 'Willow, &. absinthe. G LUDm'.e set shoes on Lion & Jake. 

irom June 22nd To 24th; 20 J/4 miles 117 = 37 3/4 miles. Whole No. 

~iles. (Latitude of noon halt on 22nd by Prof. Pratt 420 28• 2$") N. Ta.Ylor 

rJuneJ 2$th. Clear & pleasant., nights cool, days t:arm, Wind from s. s. W. 

& sage hen 'WB.S killed last night, they are very like a prairie hen in size 

& bu1ld,· darker gray. Started 1/2 pQst 6, Wind high & cool, crossed the 

river ascended & descended a splli" of the river hills, into a prairillon 

good place for camping (little meadow) cut off just above by another spur 

o! clay & marl, which we also crossed, & cene again onto the bottom, kept 

up the river & crossed a smallspring run & stopped for noon halt 1/2 past 11 

distance 8 3/4 Jft.iles, grass good, very coarse conglomerate or pudding stone 

in the hills on both sides of river at this point. quite large onions, 

dand~lions & strawberries in blossom. rolled on & in about 11/2 miles 

began to rise a very long & high hill, near the top its sides & sum.it 

covered idth a light gray earthy li.tlestone, in thin & broken up layers as 

far as showing, descending a little, you cross red & light colored & whitish 

tine grained sandsto:!?.e, (commonly called "grindstone grit") ascending 

again, you cross a light brown & in sc.'!e places bluish compact limestone, 

descending a little & rising again, you cross bars or ferruginous &. ~hitish 

c~pact sands1;,one., croppin'f out in tolerably thick strata, at an inclination 

[37} 



or dip ot' about Jo? from this ~,oint in the road you have a fine view, of the 

s:1cvty I,.ieii\kS of Wtnd River chains, & of' 'fable hock on the South Side of the 

pats~ nere G. s. Smith & A. Carrington turned off to the right & went about 

1/4 roile to 2/.3 the way down the Northern slope of H.idge & found qUite a 

bank of snow, & a fine bed of red mineral clay, returned to road, you then 

descend into a basin among the hills, which again become lower & smoother; 

passed 3 ponds, from appearance & taste snow water, further on crossed a 

small boggy spring run, then passed an abundance of trap rock, cropping out 

here & there vertically in thin layers, ~ssed i & crossed 2 boggy spring 

runs, & went on & camped in a semicircle, on a clear rivulet auout 6 ft • . 
~ide, grass in the basin & on the spring runs, & here tolerable. just below 

our camp, is a fine grove of Quaking Aspen, of 5 or 6 acres, & some of them 

10 Lnches diameter at the butt. road hard & good, ex~ept in a few places 

where it was rocky & pebbly, but hard on oxen's feet, on account of sharp 

gravel, the wind blew right against us almost a hurricane, as ~e crossed the 

high roe~~ ridges, & it continued quite high all day, & very cool. We .round 

a species. of white clover here, called by the traders esparcette, or wild, 

or Spanish clover. Snow banks near the tops of the low hills around us in 

two or three places. Distance 111/2 miles. dandelions in blossom & some seeding. 

fJuneJ 26th. Thermometer at sunrise 28°. froze thin ice in the water pail. 

Started a,,out 8 crossed the rivulet bet·ore us & soon crossed a small spring 

run, nth Quaking Asp around it. in about 2 miles crossed a branch of the 

sweet Water from 10 to 12 yds. wiae, in 3 or 4 miles another a~out 6 or 8 

yds. ~ide, next crossed the sweet Water now so deep as to come up to the 

wagon boxes, & into some 01· them & turned out for noon. grass good °' plenty, 

dandelions &. other floTJers in full blcom, & some ot· the grasses seeding, at 

the same time at the edge of the narrow bottom & at (p.J(a)) the foot of the 

hill, there are heavy banks of snow, so that one can pick flowers with one 

hand & snow ball ~ith the othe~. Latitude, meridian observation by Prof. 
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0 Pratt 42° 22' 42•. E Glines came up from the ferry. Distance 11 miles; 

rose the hill & road kept along over level N gently roll.ing ground, hard, 

& grave4Y, now & then a little rocky; passed the culminateing, (or dividing) 

line between the eastern & western waters, having its so~thern termination 

a.ta pQint, ih the southern range of hills, where the.re is the lowest 

elevation of about 1 mile in length., with a small mound near its center, 

descended a little into hill baslll, & turned over a small rise on our rig~t1 

leaving the road for a short distance, & camped on the Street Water, about 

1/2 mile from ti-1e road., Distance 7 J/4 :a 18 3/4 miles. grass good, & plenty, 

& an abund.lnce of red willow fringed the banks. 

From June 24th to 26thr 17 3/4 miles :l: 20 1/4 miles. 112. 

(Just about sundown, J. Hollman·accidentally' shot Prest. Young's John 

horse & killed him on the 25th. ) 

(June 27th} (Sunday). Cool, clear, & pleasant; A. Carrington sent a letter 

to his :wife by some men returning to the States a in number. Started rather 

late, but soon enough to keep out of the way of the next c0t1pany & get better 

feed at our camp. crossed a s~all run, the first crossed as triLutary to 

the Pacific; running s.rr. breeze from S.E. just before crossing run, hills[p. 37] 

on each side of road, hav! r.eavy beds of red mineral clay. Soon as we crossed 

rWl tur.ned out to feed, distance 6 1/4 miles. Started & rode over a gravely 

road, though hard, cros&ed a quiek sand bed, ~ith a little water distance 

9 miles• 15 l/4miles. grass scanty; in going through the South Pass, which 

is from 20 to 25 miles lli.de from the bluffs on the south side to the base of 

the Wind River chain on the North, you would hardly suspect you were crossing 

a lina of a portion of the great b~ck bone of North America, for frou the 

$'.teet Water to our present camp, with the exception of the snOftY swnits of 

tbs Uind River chain, & the s~uther n range of bluffs accompanied, by the 

·2 table rocks, a few conical p~~ks & 1 large mound, you see nothing but 

shallow valleys., wide plains & loll swelling hills, the road in .t'act for the 
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last 3~ miles, being much more level than in most prairie cot.tntry for the 

sarr.e distance, sage in abundance as usual, which vath absinthe or grease bush 

is ow- fuel tonight, prevailing soil red & redish clay, sprinkled over 

sl1~htly llith gravel makeing a hard good road, but severe on the feet of 

unshod oxen. 

( Ju.neJ 2t'th. Clear & 1-·leasant, started 1/2 past 7, road hard &. some gravely 

-~ usual; quite level, passed over a bed o! limestone; came to a fork in the 

road •a took the left £or Bridger, th~ right leads to the Bear River benci, 

S~€nery that o! a gently rolling plain, with low hills occasionally~ 

sprinkled with gravel & covered Yti.th sage & a very scanty browth of grass, 

main soil, clay, redish & yellOWish> alternating. noon halt on Little Sandy 

tr.iclely fringed nth red rillow now about 10 or 12 yards wide distance 13 1/2 

m1les, grass scanty, scattered cumuli. 1/2 past 4 started~ crossed Little 

~1ndy in a short distance met Mr. Bridger & 2 men With him, as the Prest. 

wished to converse with him, ~e soon turned a little to the left & camped 

~t 6 on the creek we crossed grass good & plenty, distance 1 J/4 = 15 1/4 

mile~, cloudy. Prest. Young & the 12 had a conversation with Ur. Bridgert 

T. Bullock tl!l. Clayton & A. Carrington took notes. 

CJur-~J 29th. lfr. Bridger & men, continued on to Ft. John clear & pleas.mt, 

view very exten~ive over a level plain, oounded in some directions by lott 

hill.a & low.table mounds, I in s~~e by the horizon, in others by snow 

capped mowitains, soil & vegotation as usual. Started, 1/4 to 8., rode over 

a level gravely road to Big Sandy, 6 3/4 r:riles, & noon halt at 11, now about 

60 yds. wide, grass good, from: Ford on Little Sandy to that on Big Sandy 

8 l/2 miles. these 2 streams ar~ said to be perfectly dry in the fall, you 

then get water by diging. Scattering clouds. Latitude 01· this ford by 

~of. Pratt L2o 06' 42"• a few scattering cotton woods on this ·strerun. 

" . : ... • 




