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L In Bediord. Gomty. T?neessee, in the year of our Lord 1825, in the home of Jo.’nn P.

th, (my father). on the. teﬂt‘h of I'e'brnary there was a house—raishg. 8 qu!.lting and am
_‘by,andthatbabywum. \ /f f'_

I remember many things in ctnnection with my home in 'L’enneseee, although I was only thr
ad a half years old when we moved. from ﬂ!ennessec to Missom& On the roaﬂ as we were trmn.
"e morning ( the ‘boys walked. driving the atocl:) there was a negow boy came. along and had a
fve rabbit he had caught 1n a trip, and when he got to-where the boys were, he said,' Ba'bltt
? oyl He good for stew, he’yﬂ'or fry, he good to male a chicken pia. he good for everyth!.ng‘
d the rabbit Jumped away - and ran awey, end he stood '.look:lng af ter 4t in perfect astonishmeni
-« he aaid.' Rabbit ahoy! he no good for stew, he no gon for fry, he no good to make a

hicken ple, he no good for nothingl' The 'boyu maﬂe a *rea.t deal of sport of Mm, and all of t

y things that happened on our way to owr new ‘home in c]f.nton Cmmty, Missoun.’

" Father had gone to the new land and mafe a hame., In the summer of 1833 and 18313» ha was
.! ected to the Legislature, =znd he was elected first judge of Clinton County, In the spring

¥ 1835, with his fami-'.-ly. ‘e moved to ‘Kickspoo as blacksmith for the Indians.’ We néea there
ar the mission where we all went to school to Rev, J.C. Bergnan and other teachers, among

] em !{iss Ann Jefferson,niece of the President. She was marri.ed at the lﬁ.ssion to a Mr,
_.iphat. I think his name was Geox%e. We lived at that place for :three ye‘arq, ~am!. ny 'Prothe_r-
tavus P, was born there, March.4,1836. Fe ﬁ'asthe f‘.lret wixite child bo#n in Kansas. We move
‘}om tﬁere to the Platte Pnrcﬁase. -Just across the riv’er, on the east side, and settled on a

wautifal place, on wbat was atterwards called Sugar Creek, and not far from the lake which is

w called Bean I.a'lna. : Tt
" After we had been there only a few years, my mother died. Fer malden name was Elizabeth
ittenden of the 01d line of Crittendems, distantly related to John P. Crittendem, the great

atesman, Yhen my.m'othér had been deaﬁ one year and a half, n:y"father was married. the second

>

e to a Miss Enen Henderson, an old girl and a nice one too, but nine months after, he alsc

Fed s.nd then we were orphans indeed. My mother left. nine children and. I was the oldest
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nﬁhte:' at hcne. One brother and. one sister were ma:nrzed 'befu:e =y mother died..u I was tha

=r.est dau.,hter at hnme, I had t:ze séare of the househnld.. 7!e _aﬁ. a negro woman in t‘he hma,
it I loosed ai‘t& Le weaving and sPinninu a.nd. all the nnuse. Te nade all the wearing appa:r
' tne family for cmun use. ‘He wove a.11 the cloth, suc.'h as jeas, ta.'ble linen, sheeting, _
-oweli.ng and 'r:e l:nitted the stocﬁngs for a.llq- 'bnth white azr.'. alack. !es. we made blanhets

1 0e 1¥ fathnr was very prouﬂ. of my hand.iwork a.nd merdsion. . j: '." L '

H After nv father's :‘..eath.nv stepnother moved awew to- znot..... :t'a:m and the children were
1nded. I and my 'ba‘.:y s1ster,1merica Elizabeth went with ow- ste;p mother to li.ve 1n Buchana
'ount;', and there our near neibhbor was J'ohu:. u Jones, whqm I hz& net some time 'before. -H;r
...;sr died in tde year 1839 anﬂ. ny father died. o 131;1, and T w=s marr:led. to John n. Jones 1
‘giaa; e had a 11ttle home = eighty acres of public 1and. a:u:‘. 1 Zad some money and, household
oods. amd. a horse etc, So we settleé. down to ‘be good citizens, ana we haﬂ 1mproveﬂ. our Ianﬁ.
I:ad 'bn:l.lt a new house, =nd had an orch.ard. of three yee:rs :ro'i:ng a;nd everything was pros
=rous. JmelO.lSh}. we had a '.I.tttle g:lrl haby and we named here Sarah Jane. That year nw '
_;sba.mi cast his first vote for Jemes E.Polk, and he voted t_.e _.aﬂoeratic $icket all his life
1845 we had anot.;er 1ittle -11'1 'ba‘by. mul we called. her Gant‘.aee. ‘

. m tne winter of 1’&5 and’ '145 our neiuh‘bors got hold of r-mnt's H:.story of California
' Ore*on, and began to talk of moving to the new co-untry, :Vt.:nv ‘broyht the 'book to my
Jsoanﬂ. to *ead, ani he was carrieu away rrith the i&ea. too.I saii.‘ 0, 1et us nut go' " Our:
e:._,...hors. same. m tm ‘old men and women, and had 1arE,e poese'=s:.ons e.nd 181'53 faihi.].i.es. ‘but
i3 x:ule no dlfference. 'ﬂ:.eymust 50. And in tne Bpring of 1if e-l;. were malking read,y %o go- to
e new. country, - we nth tdaa.. ‘We s0ld our home, and eve*yt:'.ng we could not take with us,
. wzat we coruld not ta.s:e with us or se11, we gave away and on t;.e seventh day of May 181l5
je jo:med tae company for californ:l.a. The third day after leavine, our home we crossed the
'1ss~ari river a‘bont twu miles above St. Jo, a.nd o:: the tent'h of }..'ay we left the river aml
Htor eﬂ. cn gur uncer #iain Jjourney across the pla.ins. We had ho nﬂot, and. I think we travelad
:cordmg to direc*ions civen in ¥ emont's book, out among tie ‘I_-.-.n.lans.- who Save us no trou‘hlt
'.t.xnu;h our men stood guard st night for some distance for fea:.r of thm. '7 i

" ¥e had no eccident for some: distance. and tien one Bov-nn-:, Then Jones was ha.nd.ling his
:n. ané it was accidentally d:Lscllar.._,ed, and killed a mule belon;: .mg t.o Da:vi.d Allen. Our '

i Ompany, by tkis time, had in it £bout fifty wagons, but we sot along all-right in perfect
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: and. ha:mow !Ehe ﬁ.rst habitati.m of .any kind that we had seen was a stone ca:bi.n the
g appers haﬁ ‘built tor winter use when they were }mntng. It was a little low houss. perhap'

1ght feet square, with a little door abont big enougl for a men to crawl in on his _hlen.'._..:
;'.-: locking house for a whii;e ‘man to -1ive in; We jou':rneyed.on until we reached South Platte

ey ve:r, ‘emd we camped near the river,That night the gnard fired o:rf his gun and. hollered "Inda

‘ peth J’ones' brother,’ .
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The next Place Iremem'be;r was the Big Blug. It had been ra.i.ni.ng 211 day and tha streu
pas full up to the t.op of itg bank; but we a.nﬂlnssed in safety w:i.thmxt getting our goods we
3 ept one man. He d.i.dn't raise the bed of his wagon high enuugh and conlequsntly got his’
-ood.s wot, That night we camped not far from the stream, and oh, what a .fearrul night 1t was-
a.nd 1ightning and rain, and we were on a level place— no place fit tt stretch a tent-
to sk:l.n bark off the trees to spread i.nttha teutis to make our beds nn. The men atood
'ua.rd. all night in the rﬁn. for we were right in the Ind.i.an country, and didnlt Jmn'l tut
they wou.‘l.d attack us in the ntght or drive off our stock, But we found all 4n good. ;hapo
the morning a.nd. traveled on, The next pla.ce was S'eet'ater and Independenge Bock. Ihere e
ta,yed that Sebbath day amd the Fom'th of July 'antil the next morning. While we were thsro
ome ofourmenmtupon the rock and cut their neames, and each tried to cuthisnmhighu
han any 'be:fore him, and ‘one of our men cut bis ncme the h:l.ghest. That was John nlm, ‘Kliza-

We moved on in the morning and passed what was called the Devilts Gap. It m a swift

unning stream that lncked 1:I.ke i% had been cut thno'ogh the solid rock until it reachad. the

lai:d a.nd joined thie Sweetwater that was running the same directi.on that e wera traveling.
' The next thing in my memory wag the Middle Platte River, A broad, ‘shallow et-am and. ver
dy.We forded it without much-trouble and camped emnthe bank of the river, and that night we
ust fifty head of the compa:w's cattle. We stayed there nine daye hunting the ca.ttle. Yo dug

les in the bank of tne siream to get clear wa.ter, and 11; contained some kind of mineral that
1

Jade us all sick, and some ‘of the company were sick &1l the way to Cal:lfornia.. We never :rcmnd.
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Fae cattle and one man lost &ll he had,' Fig team was 'maﬂ.e"up of those; who had more them 'an' -nfu‘gh
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Al of'oux- pm'wo_rbe_d. in t‘ne-yoke. ali. the_ﬁay to céliforn:l.a and then had ca.iveﬁ in the )

£ave us plenty of milk and butter all the year. with wh:l.ch I bought uur grocer:lu afte

ve went to San Jose. Ehere was a compa::qr that came 'up.with us a:rte'- 2 fevr day!, who had fo
':.z of our ‘cattle, and teat was all.ve ever. found of the fifty head we lost. _

] I zember passing the :Bla.ck Hil].s. The side next to the road was like o wall,ﬂa.t a
: covered vrif.h shallow nests - thousand.s of swallows ﬂying The air vas full of tham.
_The nex'l: Place 1n my mind was Fort Laramie. The morning e reached the Horth Plattef
.' ‘nich Was near the :t‘ort,the Sioux India.us were all equipoed. for war with another ‘brj.be of I
‘a.ns- :I‘.he Pawnees. They met us and formed in line across our path a.nd demanded pay from us
:_‘ thnough their territory. They wanted ammmi tion and toba.cco. Om- men divided uth 4
fnd had no trouhle with them. There were three companies fell 1n with us. that mqming 80 we

ind next c‘.ay made a din.ner fo:r the chief, and, spread. it on tl:e gro'und. All “ our compan;r ad
omething to the din.ner, ‘and ¢ our captain. hacl a seat by the old chief, The chief and got d.ong
ating and then filled. his Pipe, and took a few drews and passed it to Nr, Brown,'our captal:
bud he took a few draws from the p:l.pe and passed it on to the next unt:ll 11'. went ro‘u.n:l the &
50 that wa.s ‘the pipe of pea.ce. and they gave us no trouble. And in ‘the a.ftemoon of that day
hitched up and sta:cted on our Journe;r and had no trou'ble th the Indisns, The next triby
‘f Indians that we saj was the Crows and the Flatheads, 'but they £ave us no trouble, The Siou
bre tne handsomest of Indiqns. and the cleanest of any on the plains. They are‘the tribe at
I.armie. e '

o "'he next pla.ce in my mind is Fort Br:l.dger. We had two very sick men 1n omr camp who wer
Hwt’ ble to tra'vel- Mr, David A.llen. and Mr. Tarren Brown, and we Lad to leave two men, to ca‘n
for - the sick, Our men was naving a chill every th:l.rd day, =nd he was cross and wicked.. ﬂhan he

lped d.ri.ve tha stock he was cross, e.nd when he drove the team he vas cross, and I said to my

3 band " Let's 1ea.ve Hurdh'.' angd he was agreed so we left h.i.m to care for Irown a.nd another
,( I have forgzotten his nane) was left to care. for Allen.
One of our ‘il cows wa.s very tende‘ footed a.nd co'uldn't travel. S0 we traded her for

other at the fort.‘She proved %o be a mm’"er one cow, and we called her Bridger, and ve lkept




After ail things were arranged for t.he sick men,

we started on the road, and. the f‘
v after we. left the fort, my Imsbapd was taken sick and I had to d.rive

Fe cams, Wsll that was a sed- day for me.

e, mdwereached tne topof th
end we ha.d a rest and ‘some. lu.nch and prepared. to- go d.m

e took all tne oxen. off ‘hut one yo]:e and locl:ed. a.'l.l t,he wheels a:nd. started. The road. was

fﬂcnlt.
Xy h'u.s'band was in the magon, not able to hold his haad. up, and wag holding t.he child
heep them from tm’bling out.

territly cut up from teams that hsd. elready gone over it,wh:l.ch made it more d.i

We got d.own sefel;r and in time to pitch our tents on Sreen
efore darke s lovely spot, a nice "re.‘ sy plaee 'by the river. Well,

they called. it a river
water was clear and beautiful, The next dey we forded that stream too,

a few days we reached Soda. Spr:mgs Hy lmsband was still very sick end
e. company, ’i'{asn't _that a great oVersight,

snd traveled on,

we had no doctor
to start .on such a Jjourney without a doctor. e
.'th Governor Boggs end he prescribed for my kusband, fop we had medie

ine with 'u.s. a.nd I Fot
medicine accord.ing to. his directions.

and in.a few d.ays he began to improve end grew ‘be
ri; nt e.long and gzot Well :But before tnis there Was- one man, a Xr, Adsms, died and l-eft aw
lrnd four t:.'l:n.\l.lll.l'ea'n..'i ) b ‘

Then enother. l.r Isar.e Allen, father of L.rs. Betsy Jones (Mrs, Hathaniel Jones) died ¢

 buried by the roadside; with only @ board to tell that one vas buaied there,

-The soda. springs WETE g gres.t curiosity end the wa.ter was ‘as *ood

28 any I ever d.rank.

enc. some of ‘them were. clee.r pure water, and s

rere dark 'brorrn 1n coler, ana one was green in color. and none 'but two were it to use. It wm

, ose to the river and we could see spr:.ngs bu'b'bling up all over tie river. :.nd tl'iere vas on¢

nev called. the Stemn‘boat Spring, and it formed. high basin e.round. it as :mzch &8 three feet

gizh, 4nd tne water would shoot 'u;: as hig.n as ﬁve fset. witn & great noﬁse, e.nd then stop an

breer o few mimites shoot 'n;p again.

Then Wwe reached Fort Halle g 1...t-ge ad.o‘be bu.tlding where the soldiers were stationed an

Fiey had a 1ittle garden full of vegetables, ¥hich I would have liked to sample,but the; werd. 1

| hands ofe, e : “






