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Aprii

Sunday
22 Left Otoe City passed thro lebraska City and loved

cut & miles & campd Water plenty -- no wood & grass very scarce é
Iondey 2% Traveled over rolligg country and campd on a srall

stream Wood, Tater plenty grass short rmade 12 ns. 18

Tuesd 2% In 10 n® Crossed Salt Creek on a 3ridge Took Tood

& noved out % n® and campd Water & Crass scarce 32
#Wednesday 25 lloved 15 ms over rolling countrr a few trees

in sizht once camp? om a small slourh Tood & Irass scarce,

Tater plenty - n7
Thursday 26 Started eafly and traveled all day over a

rolling country following the dividins 2idre Stozed one hour

at noon and et 5 1/2 P,.l. Cappgd'in a srassy ravine to the left

traveled 11 hours & made 22n, Tdod nore - Grass tolerahble &

Water plenty 67
Friday 27 traveled 10 liles over & high level teble land

then a mile of ahrupnt rolling country 3o the Valey of INE Big

Platte - here we found a small stream of Weter & in % I'iles come

to Zlm CrPec. Soth these siresms have tinber on them in the hills

but none in the Zottom I'o Wood or “russ Tot Iar for feed ‘ater

plenty Iade 15 I's R g2
Saturdary 2¢ Up the Tottmm 5 liles over level road theq H

Iiles over bsd Sandy Road to the lower botton ame.3 Iiles to

Clear Creck end camped vood & Grass scarce Jeter plenty &

Very fine - to day was very wgndy' In crossin~ the Creok on a loz

several of the boys fell in -- l'ade 12 =s oy
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Sunday 29 Started esrly & traveled up Clear Creek 2 or 3
miles the Road Todar was sometiues Sandy somectires hard but
tolerably food -- Graés all day scarce we only intended to go
10 ms but could f£ind no camp until 16 miles Campd on the bank
of the River. Grass fair Wood & Vater plenty 110

Llonday 30 "Foved on up the Valley in 10 1liles passed a
trading post & Sod house and in Y4 I'iles another in a Tent, nooned
or rather rested a&s we had no Grass -- found no Grass all day &
had to camp on the Sank of the River 1 1/2 ns rrom_ﬁﬁe road on
very short zrass -- iood and Water plenty -- l'ade today 20 liles =

130
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Imy 1st Tuesday Traveled'5 hours this A.l%. over level & toleradbly

rood Roads no grass in sight. Hamilton & Co left bound ahezd for

rrass P.ll. traveled h.ﬁburs & Camp on the dank of the River zot

~lenty of Wood from an Island near & had poor Grass J'ade today

1¢ ns 148
Tednesday od Started early & in 4} miles left the Zottom

& cane 4 ms over the upland to the River botiom arain and ndnned

on tolerable grass & at % 1/2 P.l. carped 1 1/2 mile from the

Road on the bank of the River Good “ood from Island OSrass

tolerable lade 20 m® 168
Thursday 3 Stérted at 6 1/% 4 12 2nd tr.oveled till 12 1/2

and nooned oa Good Grass end at 2 p.m. moved on -- Zload gll day

up the Valey which was very wide, Sav several trains on the 8%,

Jo road cominz into the Valey at b Pl GEFZ2d 1 mn. from the

2024 on the bank of tle river found Good %ress on the Island

126

o wood -= lzde 1T m
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Friday 4%th Sterted early and in 13 l7iles came to Tt.
Fearny - passing on the wary several Thisky shops alias ranches
From Fte. K. we turned Iiorth & in 1 mile cane to Platte River
and met with IHamilton - Ve immediately started scross Tlatts
River there are 10 channells; big & little two very wide & so
deep we had to raise up our Loading & double teams - Wading &
driving it took us over two hours to cross about 2 liles wide
7e cauped on the north bank - Grass Good - Wood on the Islands
Tater too much gade Today 106 niles 202

Sat. 5th 4. 1% laid by aired our load dried our Tagron beds
& wrote letters &c. P.l, we moved up the River and in 6 I'iles
cam_pd on the bank, 72od & grass good iade today 6 i'iles ' 208

Sunday 6 Started at 11 4.7 intendinc to zo 5 or & 1% but
found no camp until sunset & that .a poor one on the bank of a
slouzh with no grass - a little wood & Water plenfy. iade today
1¢ ns Our road to day has been over dry barren level Prairie at
a lonz distance-from the river. 226

lionday 7 48 we had no grass for our stock we were of £ by '
sunrise intendins to camp at the first grass & Vater Dut our
road like yesterday was fron Y t0 8 ms Trom the river & Crossed

Oreek beds whers wood was plenty but no sriss & in the Zd
no witer - or Jruss So on we rolled = the !ule & Zorse tean out
of sisht ahead - a little before sunset - seeins no better

PO )

rrospect arend {-not knowing where the other teans vwere we

turped for ithe river-% a little efter duslt came to a sloizh

with water and ea=ped #Srass tolerable - o “ood - Tind very

a2 iry sunper on Srachkers. fold mozt & oweter |

W

hish from 1.7, mad

& went to bed l'ade to dar 25 m® travesled 1% hours 251

A e s e
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Tuesday £ The wind was very hish all nizht & at 2 or 3 A.M.
it besen to rain which soon turned into snow & it was rain and
snow till 9 A,1. Very -ard -- Very 8old as we had no fire in
Camp it was cheerless enoish we spent our time in the Wagrons
vraped up in 3lankets & Tuilts - and in an oceasional run after

he cattle ~- Breakfast was rather a dry performance about noon
we hooked up and moved on about & miles & came to the rule &
Horse teans & lay up the rezainder of the day 259

Jednesday 9 7ind high and directly against us all day
loved up the Yalley ¥ or 5 miles near river & then we left the
Riverfat noon ve stoped 1 hour on good Grass P.l%. loved on &
in 7 nmiles came to the River where it cones close to the Lluffs
the last 3 miles road was very sandy & ﬁéavy -« Cgmved on a
narrow bottom Day pleasant except the ?indfﬁillow wood plenty
ﬁater nlenty - Grass tolerable lade today 1% niles 277

Thursday 10 Manilton had moved further up the River than us
last eve - ‘oved on up the Vdlley liost of the road r~ood with
ocecasionally scme sand Rottoms wide & tolerably rood at 11 1/2
camie to EX carp & found ~ood Grass plenty of Tater ro vood
Tere we laid by for the day nade 11 miles 28¢

Eridéy 11 Started early & soon crossed skunk creck and for
the =ext 10 m had mud - slouchs - & sand a very Leavr: ;oad
7 s from Skunk Crk passed a big spring of clear pretty water-
but not very jood nooned % ms from the Sprins on Carrion Crk
Pulle ?oads for & ms tolerably rood then for 2 riles bad
crossing several bad slourhs - and car:pd on ti.e bank o a

ecreel: 1 rod wide GSrass scarce very no wood - l'ade today

20 m 308
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Saturday 12 As we had no grass last night we were off by
6 A1y & in 1/2 nile broke the ton-ue to our Iorse wa&bn In
half an hour we had it nmended = £ood as new & moved on and in the
next 3 nmiles crossed about a dozen deep nmiry sloughs and all the
road was deep heavy dragcing Then for 6 miles the road was
better - nooned on the bank of 1. Flatte. P,I7. Good roads close
to the river for ¥ miles to Sand Creek 2 Rods wide - good crossing.
here we left the river and took round’ thro the Bluff 3 miles of
deep sandy Reoed to the River bottom again where we Tound tolerable
grass - Jater in some Ponds not very sood no wood 7Yesterday &
today we passed several large snow banks But the weather is wBrm
lade 16 niles 324
13 Rain & very cold all day. ZLaid by
onday 1% Started early and at first had ~ood rogd in
3 n® left the River & struck cver the Iills roads very hea@y on
account of deep sand for 2 l’s -- then sood roads for 2xixx a
short distance & so it was all day a little food road gnd then as
much deep sand Crossed several snall streass and carp on ood
grass on a sloush Iade today 16 Kiles 2410
,?uesdéy 15. Started early and found the roads rmmuch better
being moc tly hard & dry & but little sand durins the day we
crossed several small streans most of them comings from springs
at the foot of the Bluffs on all of these we fcund zood crass
& some nicces of excellent land sioped to noon near the Bluffs
at 12 1/2 P.lis found the roads generally sood - dul occasionally
a few rods of deep sand. .Ca:pd at b 1/2'?.K. on 2 slouch nesar
the river Ilo wood - Chips scarce & Grass only tolerable,

360

l'ade today 20 ms.
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Wed 16 Started early & in 1/2 m left the iver & crossed
over a polnt of %the Sluffs - This was all deep sand - the hardest
pull we have had. up & down we had it nearly a mile - then we
came to the bottom & had gzood roads til noon at 11 A,ll, passed
4sh Iollow & carpd for noon on a ereek 2 ms above -- P.Y, after
resting /4 hour we started in 1/2 m J Todds child Tell out of
the wazpgon & the wheel run over its leg not seriously hurt,

Joad rood till sunset Jane Slusher was thrown from 2 horse &
hurt - not bad - Road all 7,1, was over high botionm dry & no
grass bottoms generally on fire Dark came on us; Ho Grass -
Yo Inle Wargon -in sight in front but after a time we saw the
Camp Lantern & at 9 P.ll. 5ot in all safe all tired all hunsry
& no one in a very good husor Carmp on the bank of the Rivsr -
Crips scarce Grass slin - by 10 1/2 we rad Supper over &

turned in to our 3lankets Severzl went to bed without supper

288

I'ade today 2% ms.

Thursday 17 Started at £ A I after Doctorinz 2 or 3 oxen
roved up the Rver 5 (5) niles & stoped to rest &%t 11 A I, on
tolerable grass on the 3ank of the River 7,1, Started at 1 &
traveled until 5 1/2 ard Camned on the tank of the River OCrass
tolerable - Tater pleniy no wood except 2 little suall saze
brush & a very few Zuffalo- Chins Zoad today has bescn mostly
tard & gravely wiih oceasionally a few ZFods of 52nd -- 1"ade

13 >'iles 401
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Friday 12 Started at 61/2 £ 1 & in 1 mile left the river
and went about a mile thro the 3luffs, The Hills ascending were
not bad: beins dry & very hard hut the descent”was thro deep sand
& very heavy pulling -- The[n] we entered the bottom a~ain &
had good roads for 3 miles then for 5 }iles road prineipally
sandy & heavy - llooned on the bank of the River - the Tirst

place vwe have come to it for & l7iles - Grass short 4 I’s, back

came in sicht of "Courthouse Rock" and camp for noon in sight

of "Chirmey Jock" (lLule & horse tecms ahead) P.ll, Started at

1l 1/2 and found the Roads sonmetiues jood & souetimes sandy in

2 1/2 ! overkailed the other T=ams in Camp & all moved on over
an open botiom of Sand & Cravel dry & with no srass - there

vwas no low bottom & of course no chance to stop at 5 1/2 we left
the bottom but came to it azain in 3/4 Iile thro decp ssnd -

& at 6 1/2 Canyd on Bank of Zliver - Grass Tolerable 170 wood =

lade today 1& mS- Y9

Saturday 19 Started esrly & had jood roads over high
bottom %ﬁese higher bottoms zre covered Tith a short very
thick coat of grass that stock will not touch In 10 niles
we came to the river and nooned on short grass no wood
P.l%s rolled on over rord roads at 3 P.MN. meddedvemssrmeresoosk
onseont 3 TmMx it clouded up & soon begin to rain & hail the
mule & horse teams had to stop & by the time the ox teams
came up the worst was over & we moved down onto the bank of
the river & campd crass short - Got some "illows from an

island for wiood, lade today 1€ liiles 435
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Sunday 20 It was clear before sunset last evening & the night
was clear & cold - Started in good season & Lad good roads The
wind was very high & directly against us & very cool. Stqped at-
11 A.lZ, on tolerable grass on the Bank of the River Chimney
rock is in fair view yet below = & Scotts Bluff a short distance
above., lio wood lade & Is Laid by for the day %ﬁg

l‘onday 21 Started in good season Day pleasant & Road level
& hard - Good ~ The road lay across a high bottom with no gress
& some distance from the river at 10 A.M, passed opposite
Scotts Bluff and at 12 1., stoped to noon at the first place ve
came to the River at the mouth of a small clear stream Grass
short. P.l%. traveled up the small stream till we passed when it
hezds in a large Marsh }ost of the way 2 or % 1:¥ from the River
having traveled about £ lI's. & seeing nothing of our Horse & lule
team - we struck off for the river & at 6 1/2 camp? on the bank .
Grass very short plenty willow wood (at 3 P.l.. lost sicht of
Chimmey Hoek) Iade today 1¢ iiles | 161

Tuesday 22 Started early & moved uz th botton 6 ms & found
the other teams - & stoped 2 or 3 hours on toleradle gress - then
moved on 4 miles & found Good rrass & canped for the day Road
to day cood Grass renerall: scarce iade 10 miles 471

Jednesdayr 23d Started early in J2i. =et a train from
Salt Lake road soon left the river and did not strike it
Tor several miles - read mostly Geod - Caze to the River at
12 !.. & nooned on short grass. Iorse & I'ule teams out of sicht
ahead after short rest we moved on & soon struck into a deep

saniy rcad this nade heavy 2ra~ring & our prosress was slow

at 6 3/% 7.1, as we could sec nothir; of itke other tecans we
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turned square to the diver 1 I, distant and found pood grass.
wood In abundance & all Platte Ziver for ‘atering lNade today
19 m? 490
Thursday 24 Started early & found the road mostly deep
heavy sand, - The lule & lorse teams had campd 11/2 n° above
us - In 6 Miles ve came to Platte River opposite to Fort
Laremie & Cempd one 17ile above Laid by for the rest of the
Day & tried to get over to the fort Post Office but could not, 497
AFriday 25 After a fruitless attempt to get over the river
we pave our Letters to some men who were going to swim their
horses over, & started at 7 A !’. . In & l's we took to the Black
hills roads very rouch & rocky at 2 P.I.. we stopred an hour to
noon at a large sprinc to the right of the roed 11 I after our
Rest we moved on up hill & down over some very bad road 3 Kiles?
to the bank of the Platte - a nice botton with sood grass & Tood
iade 17 Is. 51%
Saturday 26 Did not move camp Tashed & fixed up
Sunday 27 Startsd early and had good romds - for the 3lack
IIills - gradually ascending for 7 miles Then down a steed rocky
hill into a wide hollow {or valley) and good roads again
~enerally with 2 or‘jrocky'& roush descents - e Tollowed down
the Tollow about 3 lMiles - to a sprinc an{d] grove of 3ox Zlder
& nooned Grass & water Sood F.l7, followed devn the Zranch
1/2 I7 & then took to the upland on our right & kad 35 1/2 ns of
cood road over rolling prairie to a small creek with some grass
end Water Crossin; this we t-aveled over the upland 2 = to Desp
Creck wrere we found tolerable prass & -ood water bdut no‘%ood,

but sace Cunped - lade 1€ n 5%0

i
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I'onday 2¢ ZLast night it =tormed & rained very lard & this
447 the rain continued with a very cold Forth 7ind & some Snow
So we could not move 4bout 2 1/2 P.}, the rain ceased & the
weather moderated +the High hills around were white with snow
As we could not make the next carping place we did not move
canp.

Tuesday 29 Started at 7 A.}., and had fine roaed except they
vere somewhat heavy on account of yesterday's Rein. roads
ascended gradually over rolling country for about € ms when we
struck the head of a Follow & followed down it sood rozds for 4%
ms to the River & stoped for noon the last mile of the ravine

was well lined %With box Elder - Willow & Cotton wood tirber -

»

found no Grass for noon W° & Wt élentj f?.ﬂ. we léﬂt the 3Sottom

& in 1/2 n cane to th= river & a large bottom across this 2 ms

& crossed = ridge on to a large dry creck well lined with

cottonwood & Box Zlder Fet llormon oxtrain from Szlt L Then ve
struck zeross the Cotton towards the River & followed up the

Sottom ¥ 1/2 ms and ecanpd on the River Bank 1/2 I from the road

& found iiood & TWater plenty & tolerable Griss - Fade today 17 ms 547

Wednesday 30 Started at 7 .1 and fpllowed-the road over

aich rollins barren boitom the River mueh of the time in sizht

in 7 niles we crossed a deep wash where the road was Sandy- _
ravelly Clayey & Rocky & rouch out of this we came inm 1/2 1I
onto the River Bottom azain wide rollinc - Cavelly & barren
& in 1 1/2 1’8 nocned on a .small pateh of tolerable Grass P.ll.
l'oved un the Valley—raads*tole:ﬂﬁle for 5 m when we left the
river & soon ascendad & razsed hollow & up & then down a stse)p

rocky hill - then we turned down a hollow to the - #¥mxtre Tiver

2



bottom & Campd on the Bank of the River near a small grovs

of Cottonwood 74 & Tater plenty Grass tolerable lade 1% nfd 567
Thursday 31st Started early & soon left the bottom up the bed

of a dry branch & then took to the hills roush, broken,'steep,

sidlingz, focky,'fér.u Yiles when we descended to the river bottom

azain & in}2 I’ crossed the bed of a dry bfﬁnéﬁ then for 2 1/2

1: over rood bottom road to another dry branch skirted with a

little timber several fine springs just below the road

nooned P.}. moved on up the valley one mile & then took up the

hill onto a kind of upper bottom traveled this DP.Il. T miles

soretines on hizh rolling bottom sovetimes low and flat - but

211 the way barren & nearly destitute of grass. the principal

part of Platte river botton from Laremie to this point is covared

with suce Greesvood & Cactus - and Graoss is only Tound in

occasional narrow strips close to the river bank road this P.l.

nostly hard & ;ood'but'sométimes sandy lade today 14 1dles k75

1860

June 1st Friday After 6 or 7 miles of the same road as ester-
day we descended a long sandy hill to the low boitom and folloved
up it on good road 2 lNiles to Bissonetts Ferry at the mouth of
Deer Orcek hore we left the river and hed a mile & 1/2 over ﬁ
very high & bad hill to the botton azain - & in 1/2 1" cazpd

P, Hamilton rot a Iule shod - Slushers traded their 4 Yoke oxon
& Tatch & sazddle for 4 ponies & larness & we irzded two 3ar Horses
for 2 vk of Slushers Oxen thiis finished the duy rpde today

10 miles 5€5
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_CF, Saturday 2 Ead our own fun geting off with the new teams but were
off in good $eason road sood along the low bottom till near noon
when we weat over a hill & into the bottom arain F.l. Road soon
left the Botton & went over the wpland sandy & gravelly - bad
Roads witk one or 2 bad hills - Crossed one or 2 dry branches and
campd on the bank of the.River Wd & =% Plenty Grass poor
lade 17 liles 602

nday 3 Started in rood season and traveled over bad

‘roads } s to the upper bridge & halted Tor a 1ittle time & bot
an ox .and moved on up the bottom 4 miles over bad roads -illy Sandy!
& Gravelly - and nooned on the bank of the river Gress all the
way DOOT Fell. loved up the river on the sane kind of roads
& 1’s when we left it & took over a small hill to a small creek
couning from the ?esﬁ Up this we traveled /2 1 & Campd Tood Willows
Grass scarce & vater —~ood lade today 15 IS €17

l'onday ¥ Started in zood season & traveled over rolling
sase & grease Wood Counury with fine roauds noticed a great deal
of .\1ild dﬁglick - no crass in sight in 7 nmiles came to some
rou~h roeky couniry but the road thro it was good. In 9 nmiles
carie to z small stream of brackish water sone of our cattle -
drank freely of it without apparent injury in 12 13 we stoped
to noon on the Sranch coming from 7illow Spring & 2 m below tre
Sprins Tater cood Grass tolerable .. 2 I3 up the ravirne to
711low Springs then up a long hill cood road the descent vas

.y

easy in 2 s from 7illow Epring We cane onto 2 smll branch headingﬁ

near. the ~oad Xere findin~ Uater & tolerable Crass we campé,- Save,

€3

-

sor Tood ade todayr 16 liiles , o
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Tuesday 5 Last nicht it began raining before midnight &
was showery all nizht and about 10 1/2 the Iorses & lules
(over 100) beloncing to 2 trein in Camp 1/2 Iiile below us
stampeeded & came by our Camp & within 20 yards of us & our
stock at full speed - directly came the men some on horse
back & some afoot in full chase with an awful clatter.
Shortly after daylizht they came back having secured all their
runaways. about darli-ht it set in a steady rain which continued
all forenoon with a cold wind from the Torth. Camp did not
move until 1 oclock P.l, ¥hen it had cleared up and we set off
loved down the branch & in 2 I'iles crossed a small stream ruﬂﬁﬁng
eastward then in 3 ms vwe caze to a small stream on the left of .
the road (to us) & traveled dovn it about a mile then in about -
2 ms we came to Forse (or Sreasevwood) Creek & in in one nile turned.
to the left ard Campd on its bank 1/2 !'ile from the road grass
tolerable -- Sacebrush plenty Water cood I'ade today 10 ns 643 |
ednesday 6 Started in ~ood season & in 5 miles over level
country came to a2 ®flat® ¢overed here & there with Alkali Ponds,
passins over a point of higder’sandy'Land we came down into
another similar flat & in % :'iles case to Sweet Water River
(one mile below Independarce lock) at a Yail Station & Er;dce
here nooned & hLad some l'ules & an Cx shod X.!. crossed the
River by the Brid-e (at 25 cts pr 7asson) and traveled up &
tolerably level bottionm G miles to the Devils “ate Jist abkcve
this we ca .pd on the dank of the 3iver. Grass tolerably good.
Cedar Tood oﬁthe llountains near another fz~ily joined our trzin

yade today 16 15 l'iles : €59
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June

Thursday 7 This llorning about 2 A.}. the Tony Ixpress
rassed bound down under whip & spur JCano did not move today
as héga:have bad news from ahead as to Indians &¢ and have
concluded to wait or travel slowly till we cet a larger
company U S lail-down-passed Today.

Fridey & Drove up the River one }Mile & campd again -
Koved merely to have a fresh Camp. Nearly all of our Cattle
were sick yesterday & most of them vomited their Sickness
began with frothing at the mouth and every sign of pain in the
stomache and the Sickest vomited up what was in their first
stomach and soon got better I examined the matter throm up
and found a great deal of the dry twigs of the Greasewood
mingled with grass & ¢ - ?nd an satisfied the dry prickley
twigs of the Greasewood caused the trouble One man phrsicked his
ox with Bacon - which soon relieved him - the rest of us did
nothing for our‘cattle. To fay all are well arain tho some of
them look a little the worse for it. Carpd on good grass,
l'ade today 1 ¥ile 660

Saturday 9 Camp did not move today Veather clear-cloudy
Hot-Warm-Cold by Spells with violent wind squalls,

Sunday 10 MNoved 2 liiles up the Creek for the sake of
fresh Camp - crossed a small Branch No 3 fourd Good_grass Wood
on the lountain on the North side of the river Wéather.001d-

Marm- Clsar & Cloudy with Wind & Rain sgualls queer weather

for this country lade 2 }iles Ec2
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June

YMonday 11 Camp did not move about noon a Train of 1% Waggons
came by & 5 of our Teams pulled out with them leaving only
Eamiltons & our Croud alone here - about the same tipe a train
of 6 ox wegzons came passed the Devils Gate & lay by for the rest
of the day - as they are going our road in we made arrangenments
to go on with them tomorrow -

Tuesday 12 About & 4.}, the train from below came in
sight & we pullﬁd out Kept up the river & near it in 4 !'s
crossed a brancgo gﬁd erossing & in 3 I's came to the river
acain and stoped to noon P.l.,. fin 1/2 1’ile above Camp
Aiver passed thro a Spur of the llountain) in one I'ile passed
round a spur of !t & for near a nile was aviay-from the
river in 3’&5 Crossed a branch Good and_Campd early on the
bank of the river where it runs near a high bald rocky ridce
on the side opposite from us last 6 I's we traveled near the
River l'ade today 1Y% ks €20

Tednesday 13 Started early and in 4% I'iles left the river
& round a Spur of the lountains and was not clcse to the river
for € Yiles when we came to the first ford of the 3 Crossircs
nocned the roads this A.ll. were good - except a few small
sandy hills, P.ll. as the 24 3d crossings are impassable we
have had to leave the river keepinz up on the South Side first
2 miles mere very deep heavy sand - then got out of the hills
& found Tolerable roads & in 3 !7iles ca-e to the regnlar rcad up
the South Side of the river & in 2 }'iles care to the rlver &
Oamped Grass sood Saze & Chips for wood for the last 5 'iles
the road %es deen witzin a mile of the River !ode 19 ms €09
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Thursday 14 Started early (left Latshaw > Todd-Johnston
ébusher &c in camp 1/4 m below us) the road soon left the river
a considerabvle distance in % lliles came into the old Road and
followed it the rest of the day durins the forenoon erossed
several low wet pieces of Land wher was tolerable swarpy
Grass but no water after traveling 14 1’iles we came to a small
stream to the left of the road here the road forks omne road
continues up the South side all the way the other crosses the
river several times llocned - GS% good DP.l% traveled 5 liles
(Goinz down 2 large hills) and crossed Sweetwater good erossing
then the road lef't the river and over a long stony hill 3
niles to the river agzin imnediately it left the river and up
& down & very steep hill and one mile to the river arain vhere

we campd - Grass Good Sage & Chips for W& lade today 23

iles 722
Friday 15 Started early and moved up the River 4 miles then

turned up a follow to the rigcht and in 2 Ililes of a long ascent

got to the top of the 31luff & vwent down a-<ain & again elimbed to

the top then had 2 !liles of very rouch rocky road then in 1/2

llile of smoother road we found a2 little water on the left of the

;éﬁd with abundance of fpod prass - tke road today when not

rocky was very hard & gravely & very_bad on the oxén%xxt feet =

P.l% traveled over rolling country in 3 niles passed a fine

soring to the left crossed several smell streams of fine water -

€the upland was very rocky bui the road rmuch better than this _

rorenoon did not cone very near the river and ca:pd on a Branch

_of Sweetwnter one rod wide & 1C inches deep Grass tolerable

plenty of willows for wood There are larce snowbapks ell along

the Creekx lxzde todey 17 liiles . 740

S
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Saturday 1¢ Started early crossed the Branch and up
a considerable Hill & in 2 l’jles over hard road came to Willow
Creek 1 rod wide & 10 inches deep good crossing - then §} 1/2
m® over good road and rolling country and cawmpd for the rest
of the day on Sveetwater 1/2 llile below the last Crossing of
this river - laid by to have oxen &c¢ shod as many of the
cattle are very tender footed from Yesterdays bad road
lade today 7 Iiles 747
Sunday 17 Yesterday ewvening & this morning was very cold
& windy & disagreable and camp is all out of humor - sone
want to push on as we are, some want to lay by for nore force =
some dont care a siraw &c. %few days ago we elected 6 captains
2 to serve a day now that arrangenent dont suit and after a
lons jaw we concluded to elect one by secrst bellot & obey
him J Eamilton was elected & irmediately rave orders to hook
up & roll out - Crossing the creek we traveled over rolling
country 10 liiles gravelly Roads to the Surmit of the Soath
Fass then Out of I'ebraska Territory & into the State of Oregomn
in 3 ililes ~ood descendinz road canme to Paciflc Sprinss %
kept down the branch one liile & campd Water & Grass plenty
Sace for Wood lade 14 ls 7€l
Ionday 1€ Started in good se%#on (DavisS Train 22 I'orses
& 23 lules joined us intendin~ to travel with us thru the
Indian Country} 1In 1/2 !ile crossed tle Branch gnd travled
10 miles over S:ndy-Sage Country o Jry Sandy & Yooned - &
little water very little Srass - 2,1% nmoved down Test Side

of Dry Sandy all afternoon over Jood roads a barren level

Sandy Saze Covered Country - Zoad lcvel and —enerzlly free
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from.ROcks and Gravel - about 5 1/2 P.l. we left the road for

1/214le and Camped on the bank of Little Sandy a short distance

above when the road strikes it traveled this evening $6 11 I's

Grass only tolerable - 7illows & Szarce plenty for ‘ood

l'ade today 21 liiles 782
Tuesday 19 Started at 7 AWl and in 1/2 ¥ile crossed

Little Sandy 2 1/2 Rods wide & 2 It deep Good Crossingfand

traveled dovn the Creek from 1 to 2 !'iles from it over level

Sandy Sace Country Romds good - In & miles we came to Big

Sandy and followed down it 2 !I'iles and forded it 4 Rods wide and

1 to 2 feet deep and directly stoped to noon Grass Good, there

is occasionally a ZCottonwood tree in sisht alonrs this stream

but it is generall;” destitute of timber even of 7illows

T}, traveled over the same kind of Country as this forenoon

but sare gravelly & stony - Cur course S.S.7W.-down Bigp Sandy

but distant from it fro= 1 to 3 ililes - ifter travelinz 10

Yiles we came near to the Creek & turned off & Campd on its

Beplk 1/2 }1le frorm the road Gra§s Scarce - J7illows and Sage

for wood in plenty iade today 20 Iiles - go2
?ednesdaf 20 Started at 7 A.l., and moved down the Creek'd

& Some 1 or 3 miles from it the first 5 !'iles was very Gravelly

£ Rocky when we descended into a broad alkall 3Sotionm or flat

across this about 5 Miles we came onto the bank of the Creek

atein and ctoped for Noon Grass tolerable P.lL traveled down

the Sreek road Dry dusty sandy & not bad were nearer the creek than

this rorning - Came 9 lidles to Green River and ferried oug Teg-ons |

ceross & swan our oxen in 1/2 an hour we were all across end

moved down the river 1/2 ¥s. and ca-ped late - Srass Good

Tinber plenty Ilade today 19 liles 22

=




«20=

June

Thursday, 2l. 7Yesterday the Horse train in our Company
gtoped in Camp 2 1/2 or 3 Ililes from the ferry - on Big Sandy
This Iorning we shod some Cattle and when the Forse train came
we~hooked up and went up to the Terry - Iere was considerabdle
wrangling some wanting to go via Salt lLake & soze by Soda.
Spring at last we concluded to move up the River on the Soda
Spring route a mile xx or two & noon on the first Grass and

-consult So we moved up 2 1/2 !iles & nooned - & jawved & .

debated-u or 5 Wagrons soon decided on the Salt Lake route &
pulled out - the rest talked half an hour longer & followed suit
we mooved down Green River about -5 or 6 Files below the
Ferry and found a ranch and then the Zoad left the River &
there was no éréss or Water for 20 l’iles - So we had to Stop
- But there was no Tood or Grass in sicht and so right
about we turned and rattled back up the river a mile or so and
Carmpd Grass Zood but vzry scattering and not £it to camp on
Very small Sage & a few Chips for Jood - and now we are as
undecided as ever the French trader below recorends the Soda
Spring route and ~ives plausable reasons for it - n:early every
one of the narty who Las been over the Flains approves it --
& T dont lmow which way we will ;o0 tomorrow -- The Lost Day -
Triday 22 Llast evening all was turmoil & confusion in
Carmp All kinds of opinions were expressed & debated This
llornins we hooked up herse train and all ani moved up the

river 5 !dles to the Ferry There l‘orsan ?1523?-ﬁ Vife stored
dma ani @

to take passace In the Coech = also Or [ll:'a:'-'i:/\ & Tife & ieam
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stoped detirmined to go by Salt lake or to wait for more
Company Then we moved on up the River 3 Iiles & nooned
P.l%, loved on up the river 6 liles and then left the boitom 4
}iles roads thro the bottom Gravely & ver} kard on the upland
Softer & better 1n_1hmile liore Canpd on river bank Grass Good
Jood plenty lade Today 1Y% lliles §35
Saturday 23 We camped last nisht just below the Ferry
on the old Iinney Cut off Started at 7 1/2 and for the first
nile had very rocky Gravelly rourh road then the road was level
& smooth in 3 Iiles we bezan to leave the river & had 5 miles -
we had rolling rogecky country and hard roads & niles fron ihe
0ld Ferry ve came to a small stresm: on our risht & stoped for
noon very little grass I L. followed up the bra:éﬁ about 2
Iiles and then took to a lar flat ridzme to the left and had fine
roads gradually ascendins in 6 I'iles ve cane down a lon; hill
to a small branch = no gracss - ascross this we took up andther
divide and followed a long level ridse over s5ood roads and im
g l’iles came down & long hill to a fine Sprinc on our Richt
and srall branch on our left here was plenty of Grass and &afer
and lar~e Sace Srush for TWood Iade today 22 miles £57
Sunlay 2% Started at 7 A.!%. and tooX up a flat ridre
Testward « in 3 1/2 !iles carne to the foot of a rance of
hills zggéé%;'n, & S. turned to the lecft up these along stony
ascent but not steep & in im 2 liles came to the tzp and soon
be-an theo descent first dovn a steep descent then ur a very
stcen Trocky rull - then down a lon: stesp desecsnt to a small

creeX eeross this we moved vest over 2 low <ivide Someti-es




very rocky to the Valley of another smﬁll streanm 1 1/2 lliles
down this Strean to the South we turned erossinc 2 niee

rooks & several gcullies & stoped to noon at a niee spring
& orove of Aspen on our Right - 10 m,
P.l» l'oved down the Valley over a succession of Ridges &
rullies some bad to cross - In 4 miles left the 01d rocad
(which crosses the ridge on our right ) and Kept on over low
ridges and hollows 4 17ils to Eams Fork of Green 2 and Camped,
(cane down a very roeky hill to Hems 7k) 7illows plenty Grass
very cood lade 18 }iles 476

onday 25 Mad quite a hard rain for an hour after we

‘Canpd yesterday evening afterwards it cleareq up but weas

very Cold and this iforning was a very heavy Ifrost. Put tke

—

Sun rose clear and soon it wag warn enouzh to go without Coat
or Vest, l0oved 1 1/2 l’iles up the Creek and forded without
trouble Soon we pulled up a short steep ascent and then a
lile of level road then up a long steep ascent the last part
very steep sidling and rocky -- this is the worst pull ﬁp the
Bear River !‘ountain - we then had aboﬁt 5 1iles of ~ood road
mostly escending to a Grove of Aspen and large Spring . here
e nooned; Grass & Water j;ood P.ll. Still elinbing the It,
vie had gradually ascending and jood road for 73 miles then we
besan a steeper ascent thro a grove of Fir Timber and sti1ll

ascending to the top Then began the descent stecp-rocky=-

T T

g P c : o T ¥ o r“‘m
G b o L S R T e - - .



sidling-dusty and bad generally - at the foot of the
lountain we came to a small rocky stream called lud
Creek here we canped Grass tolerable 7illow & Sage
plenty. lade today 1% lYiles - . €90
Tuesday 26 Sterted in rood season ascended a hill
for a mile then began the descent steep but good for the
first pitch then rocky & rouch & very steep for a long
descent then better & worse the whole descent one mile
Cnce down we had sood road over gently rolling country 5
Kiles to a sprinz Branch doun this 1/2 Nile & Wwe nooned
Grass excellent Water good ' P.H;-Eoved dorn Bear River
Dottom which we entered here % lliles over rood level road
to Smiths Fork % Rods wide whigh we crossed at a new crossing
above the 0l4 Bgidge. The ford was very rapid and so deep
we had to block up some of our Tagrons &1l Cot ovérraafe
kept on down thé galiey about 2 miles and carme onto Bear
River where it passeévthro & very narrow botton, Just
below this we pas;ed a villare of Shoshones 2 miles below
we carped necar the River Gress excellent T1llows & Chips
for wood liade today 15 liles 905
Wednesdayr 27 Started in pood season noved dovm the
valley 1/2 lile we cam to & smell Iudy branch which was
bad to cross -- In 3 l’iles we left the river ‘and rade & long
circult roun&‘érlarge bottom which was full of slouch$ and
cene onio Tomasen fork 3 or % n=ilsg avove # nouth and
crossed it at & cood ford 3 rods wide and 1 1/2 feet

Deep rravelly bottom and in 1/2 ilile stoped to noon
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rass excellent -- P,l5. moved down tewards 3Rear River one
mile and then turned to the rizht over a hizh mountain
the ascent was lons in places Sidling & sometimes steep
the Descent was steep rought and rocky - Down the hill

in 1/2 nile crossed a miry branch and followed down 1%
1/2 mile between two high hills - to a narrow wvalley thro
vwhich run a fine gravelly bottomed branch towards 3Bear river -
Then we climbr-d a very Steep high xountain there was no
shunning it ' After geting fairly up we crossed a rocky
ridge ani descended a steep hill into a narrow ravine we
followed down this a short distance and then took up
another the Upper end of this was steep-rocky and very
narrow from here we still itept clinmbing up & up till we
care fo the jumping off place the joing down was all
at once steep rouzh & rocky we locked with both hinder
wheels and rot dowm by hard work and ca:pd at 1/2 mile at
a sprins in the bottom. Vater poor & not plentiful “iood

(Sage & Chips) Scarce Gress plensy & Zxcellent lade today

16 riles 921

Thursday 2¢ Started a: the usual hour and pulled over
a low ridce one mile to the river botton in 3 miles we care
on to the bank of a sloush and about 3C0 yards from the
river we then left the river and had jood level road 5
Yiles to a Branch 1 rod wide & 6 inches deep Good crossing
bhere we nooned Grass very fine and abuncdant, ood & Water
plenty 2.l.. loved on down the Yalley Ioads rood all

afternoon level and hard in 6 :1131es Crossed a branch and in

a I'ile crossed 2 ore all fine water with plenty of Willows
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in 2 iles crossed another similar stream and in 2 I7iles
erossed a lar;er Streem 1 rod wide gravelly Sotton at
two crossings - here we campd Grass abuncant - Water rood
7illows & Chips for Wood plenty l'ade today 19 iles oo
Friday 29 Started early and in one Iile entered
mthe BDluffs" a place where the road leaves tke river bottom
thro the bluffs was about 2 1/2 ¥iles of réugh road up'and
down sidling and bed cenerzlly we then came o1t onto an
open bottom or what was In the place of bhotton a roiling
country formed LY a successicn of ridges:putin: dowm .from the
Lount® to the river - durins the &.1. crossed 2 or 3 small
streams and noonsd near the river on joodé grass 1/2 I'iles to
the left of the road - 7,15, hed ridgy road asnd oceasionally
rocky for 2 iiles then it was more level tut sonze tines:
rocky 1in 7 lliles we came to Soda Springs and crossed the
3 Branches without trouble and Camed 2 Ililes below on the
“anl of Boar River.fine Grass="00d plenty on the mountains

960

near lade today 2C idles

Saturoay

Today we laid by - As resterday wve Tournd a notice to
Tmicrants Warning us of danger alead and notifying us
that an escort of Dragoons iouald be furnishsd to those

rains that desired it 7Tre notice was sined "Leut
4 : .

I'orris 2 Dras® - said escort would leave this plzce every
10 Daws = and -uard trains as far as "0ity of Tocks®

ahout 125 nms That the NGnser is we dont know e but vwill
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send over to Drag- Camp tomorrow to find out - Spent ihe
day Cleaning up fishing &e &e .

July 1lst Sunday Still we lay by woitin~ ¥or something
to turn up® Six of our Farty went akead this llorninz and at
thae forks of the road found another notice similar to the
one we saw ¥t the Soda Springs and in addition it stated
it was 60 YViles to the Camp of the Drag - So they care back
znd we will have to lay here until the Hth unless more trains
come up makins us strons enouch to co throush without the
Escort.

londay 24 S%111 in the same camp - spend the time Tishing
& washing &c¢ fe  A.l. Cloudy & Clear F.il, A little rain &
Coudy & Cool

Tuesday 3  8till laying by patientlr and as good
hunoredly as 7e can 2 Jar-oons & 6 horses with 2 whites &
an Indian, from Sali Lake, came up vwhile we were at
breakfast 3Bound to Soda Springs - so ther say They sive us
no inforzation & after restins an hour or 5o moved oOn.

Tednesday U4th The Fourth of July 10 years ago today
I was on the Plains on my way to Orecon but more than 450 nearer
the 170, River than I an now I wz3s in the Ilack 1lls about
50 miles west of Pt Iaromie - and was at this place about
the 11 or 12th Au-ust 6 vears ago yesteriay I passed here
on riy way hoze froxz California -- Ilow %e have been laying

this mokes 5 Durys waitin~ for an Zscori to teke us thro

L e e e =




o

the FTostile Indians &c Then I was here last 0ld Capt Grant
lived at the Soda Springs & his Daushter who :ad been at
St Louls ¥ veaurs at school had just retucned home But the
01d I’an is Dead & his larse family of halfbreeds are scattered
- I dont know §§§§§'; and every vestage: of his Cabin is gone -
The Guard roused Canp this morning by a round from their
2evolvers in lionor or'the.Day - Lfter breakfast we had a
horserace - 2 ntles a horse & Pony were entered and the
"heat® reminded me of a "Slow Race® I once saw in Cale
Yad Sread-leat-Beans-lNice~lil%- & Pies - for Iinner
P.Jl% = 2 men from a train behind came up they had nooned
3 or 4 Iiles back and campd fof‘the'night back about the
Swrings - they have about 25 zen 6 ox teams & about 600
head of loose Cattle they say they have lost & hunired head
of Cattle lately Today is very warm

Thursday 5 Still ve Camp -- 0ld Srovn -~ot wrathy this
rornin; and drove up his stock and pulled out from us direetly
after the Cattle train passed - RobY l'orris & 7ife who were
alons with him left him -- The had a quarrel & “rown drew
his revolver & we had for a little time ruite an excitenent
in Camp TUncle Jerry Tisher also left Srovm & with his 2
horsas stoved with Hanmilton - The next excitexzent was a flock
of rellicen flew over Cemp & Several Shots were fired =t
then & one was shot & b-ct down next a larze black Zarle
visﬂed Canp & was shot - wournded = & cautht « & ended in a
Z0= rfi~ht -- Day pleasany

Tricay ¢ Got up our Stock and were off ia Jood season

. . s
e have seen nothinz of our Zscort of U,S5, Draz & Cz:nt
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walt any lonzer in 2 I'iles we came to the Torks of the road

end took the California road (or Iudspeths Cut Gff) and had

tolerably level road tho sometimes rocky for 7 liles across

the Bottom to the entrence of the hills here we turned up

a wide Follow & in a2 lMile began to climb the Fountain the

ascent was about a }ile the Descent was long & easy tho

sometimes rocky ~ 1/2 I'ile to & small dry Sranch where we

Tound some srall timber then over rolling road 1 mile to a

small stream of very good water (7ood & Crass plenty) We

then had very rough road for 3 iidles (a large stream being

about a Iile to owr richt) Down one hill was very long &

steep rocky & sidling Then we care to a fine branch 10 Teet

wide & 6 in deep Trom this we mssed over a low ridge and
_had ~ood rolling'road 2 1iles & Ca:md on the Eranch of a

larce stream ( I suppose Portreuf River) tho sowe eall it

Pannach River - This is the stream which we have seen for

the last 5 or 6 ms 7illows for wood Grass tol -- lade

todey 20 lles 980

Saturday 7 Started early and left the river and turned to

tke left up o lafce hollow in 2 1/2 liiles came to the top of

the ridse hill lons but not steep then a along the ridge

a short distence we began a long easy descent of s2bout a

mile & 1/2 to a large flat on a sloushy creeXx down this one 1/2

1"ile & nooned rood grass -- good water Saze At 121,

moved on down the creek 1 mile and forded it & then siruck for th
l'oun*ain over & hish rollins od Zottam in 1 1/2 i1le crossed

a deep hollow Descent & Ascent steep & rockry & 5 llles vwe
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beran to ascend the llountain one mile mostly easy but guite
steep & rocky towerds the top -- The Descent.was at first
s:eep then more gradual but often sidling & rocky for 2

ililes to a large sprins in the hollow & in 1/2 nile we crossed
a small stream runing eastwardly & cazmd Crass tolerable
Cedar wood plenty on the hills near water good 1ade today .
17 miles 997

Sunday & started early in 200 yards crossed another

small branch and began climbing upwards along a lon

hollow - Ascent very gradual & easy road good In 3 liles
¢rossed a wide flat divide & began a long descent down a
ravine verry easy excellent road 3 ililes to a ereek 1 rod
wide cood crossing then € miles over rolling country rood
roads to another Creek Ilocned Grass Good <Willows

P05 Crossed -he Creek {!mlade) and soon begen to climb

up a lo-¢ hill & over roush Country 2 1/2 ms we descended to a
ravine and traveled up it % 1/2 l’iles one mile of it was

very rocky but the ascent was very ;radual excepi a short pull
just at the top -- then we bezan descendin: a very stecp
verry rocky hill after getting dowm part w-y the road was

very narrow - Then B_Ks more of c~raduzl descent and good

~oad brot us to & lapre bottonn or flat when we found no

wuter & very small sere liere we carpd Grass tolerable
1021

1ade today 24 liles
/
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July

londay 9 Started at ¥ i.M. as we had wo water for
orsslves or stock - we traveled up the Valler toward the
South 5 liles and then turned to the right up a ravine geood
ascent and in one mile came to the top of the ridge the last
100 yards was very steep - then we had a very gradual and eesy
descent over rolling country 6 liiles to a small branch
__runing a .
mvbx east here camp™ for Breakfast Good Grass - Sage
This is the end of the 22 or 23 uile stré}ch without water
P.l7s ecrossed the Sranch end traveled over rough roiling
country 4 I'iles to a larce ravine and traveled up it % lliles

the asecent was very pradual and easy only cccasionally

it was rockyl to the sumit of th%ﬂt. then we descended in
to a deep ravinc found a littlé spring of water but no
cood cuamping place & in 1 mile crossed anoiher Surmit &
desecended into a dry ravine down this (whieh was'vé;y narrow)
we had ~ood ro:4 for 5 miles still finding no water w halted
and fed & cot supper after an LourS rest we moved on and
in 1/2 nile cane to a spring of Good water here we watered
our stoek & as the ravine wes very narrow & no rlzce suitadle

amp we moved on in one llile we crossed the branch.on a

ey
Q

or
pole Iridre and ia 1 1/2 niles rfound & Cmmping place and and

stoped - some parts of our descent for the last 5 or { niles

bt d

was rocky but -ensrally the road wus cood and the Descent easy

1049

yede today 28 miles
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July

Tuesday 10 Started early and trzveled down the dbranch A
in 1 1/2 I'iles we crossed a fork of it on a 3ridge & soon anothe
bad crossing in 4 from Camp we crossed it and turned to the
left and traveled 11 lliles over a level barren rravelly plain
covered with Saze Greesewood & Caetus this last was in bloom
and presented a very gay appearance - then we arrived to the
first fork of Reft River and nooned 0ld Browm & his crowd were
nooning on the other side., P.ll. Crossed the 1St ri of Raft
River 1 1/2 rods wide & 1 ft deep ludy & bad crossing:& in 1/2:
Iile crossed a bad slough tken had level hard bottom road for
51s to the 2 Fk of Reft River (cood crossing) 1 1/2 rods wide!
& 1 £t deep and in 1/% mile camp? the bottom imzediately

alon; these streams are covered with fine rrass some willows

alons the stre.ns Cood Camp made today 2¢ niles 1069
7ednesdsy 11 Started early Yesterday cve before sunset
it began a drizling rain which continued‘with'go:a nard showsrs
t41 sunrise this mogning moved up the Sreek 5 ms {crossing
4 05-5 small ??lu“;jﬁranches) and crossed it end soon turned
up a smell 3ranch to the left it soon run out and we travikled|
up the Zollow and in £ niles came to a szall Brznch and nooned
Good Grass & willows., This was in a wide valley 2aln fronm

10 to 11 4.7 P.l. Traveled across ihe right hand side of

the Talley and in 5 liiles Crossed 3 or 4 fine small nmountain
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strezms then we left the Valley and turned to the right
up a wide ravine up this 2 1/2 miles crossed over a small
point and down into & ravine and crossed a small stream
fringed with willows traveled up this stream 1/2 mile to City
of Rocks - thro this 2 klles good road then one }ile thro
a Gap to the Junction of this with the Salt Lake Road 2 Miles
further over rolling Country good roads to a wide flat here
we found good Grass & Sage and One ¥ile above the roaa water
sufficient for Camp. MNade today 25 Kiles - 1o94 -
£§§§i2§%u[12' Started early traveled across the bottonm
2 Miles and turned up & wide ravine and 2 X5 came to Roek
Springs on the right of the road there was a fine stream of
water running down the hollow up further one mile to the Divide
then a long descent then up a small ascent & dovn a long one
and so on til noon 5 ms from the Swmit we came down a very
steep hill onto a Branch of Goose Creek Good grass & willows
& Vater crossed this and 2 ms, over Tibwer hilis sore eteep
-& rocky we came down onto Goose Creek & nooned Vater & Grass
plenty & good Willows P.k, Traveled up the Bottom of
Goose Creek Tound good Grass all along it and pledy of
willows in 7 miles we left the Creek & massed around & smﬂii
Biurf end in 1 mile onto the river again and Camped on a fine

bottom of Grass - Sége'& willows liade to day 20 miles 1114
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Friday 13 Started early and kept up Goose Crk Bottoms
for 7 1/2 Kiles - leaving the Bottom twice for a short diswtance
- we then turned to the left up a small Branch and scon came
to a iiinion . up this was most of the way very rocky and

in 2 ¥iles nooned on a small patch of Grass - Willows &

_Water plenty P.l, Koved on up the Innion (Sometime very

rocky) 1 1/2 miles & turned ur a hollow to the left and soon
began climbing the hills the first one was Very rocky both up

+ & down & on top we then had rolling Country Sometimes rocky

but gradually getting better til we came to 1000 Spring Valley
creek 12 Liles from the last branch - here we had rough roads
up and down over the points sometimes rocky for 2 i‘.‘ti:b]ksac and
Camped near the branch Grass poor Water poor Cedar on the
Bluff near lade today 24 Miles. . 1138
Saturday 1% Started early - down the Valley Good roads’
7 miles then turned to the right over the Bluffs and for 2 1/2
Miles had roads sometimes rocky but mostly good to the Valley
again then along the Valley 3 Liles to some water which was
not good but f£it for the Stock and in 1/2 Yile stoped to noon
Grass along the Valley Scerce & not good P.K. loved on up the
Valley and in U4 liiles passed over a low ridge point and up
the Valley 2 }jles here we found splendid Grass tolerable Water
(Good but warm) end Campd Chips for Wood liade today 17 YMiles 1155
Sunday 15 Started at 6 A.):. and kept up the Valley soon
came to where the water in the branch was rﬁﬁgé& in a few
miles found it to be quite a stream In 6 liles passed over

some Marshy ground and in 9 miles crossed the Branch sides steep
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& mudy - and in 6 Miles more came to some fine springs in a wide
hollow where we enter the liountain - Grass tolerable nooned
(+passed hot springs but not in sight)
P.il, Moved-up the hollow one mile and then up the hill 1 mile
ascent good Descent long and easy then over rolling ground and
8till descending in 2 Nile came to forks of the road the right
going down thro the Kanion we took the left and for 5 miles had
easy road mostly descending to some good Water in the hollow
to the left and Cam.pd Grass Good - Sage - kade today 24 miles Ilﬁ

Monday 16 Started in good season moved down the 1little
valley a short distance. then took over the ridges for about
7 miles the road most of the way good - we-then cane down onto
the Bottom apgain found a little water and moved down the Valley
3 miles and found water again and nooned Grass good --
P.le Road left the Bottom and took over the Sage ridges for a
mile or two then into the bottom &e¢ Roads good after traveling
about 2 1/2 hours a storm came up with wind hail and reain
very hard but did not last long but as it had the appearance.
of coming on again we Crossed the Creek and Campd Creek lined

with willows Grass good Water good when not stired up

Yade today 16 NMiles 1195

1195 miles from Nebraska city
Tuesday 17 Started early one ox belonging to the train

died last night - traveled down the Bottom over good roads
5 ¥iles and crossedfa large fork of the River or as sone say
the l’ain River 2 Rods wide & 2 feet deep well lined with
willows GCrossing good then kad 2 or 3 miles of slouchy road

then sood road again for 2 miles nooned on good crass & Clover
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P.M. lloved down the Bottom over good roads about 3 1/2 oclock
a storm of wind hail & rain which made us halt for 1/2 an hour
then we rolled on and soon had sunshine & dust acain after
12 Miles travel we camped late on fine Grass Willows & Sace
Yade today 23 23 miles 1218
Wednesday 18 Started early moved down the Valley over
excellent Roads for asbout 5 br 6 ¥° to a Branch of the River
1l 1/2 rods wide and 10 Inches deep - then the road left the
Bottom and 4in the next % l'iles Crossed the Bluffs 3 times and
onto a wide bottom ¥r Davis has had scme trouble with a siek
horse - P.M. 1loved on down the Bottom Sometimes thro the Grass
& Wild Rye and sometimes thro the Sage about 3 P.,N, a light
shover made the horse teams halt but it was soon over Davis
rorse died (Killed I think by eating Greasewood from the
appearance when opened) at 5 1/% P,M, Camped Grass fine
Saze & Willows Tater Good Iade Today 18.Miles 1236
Thursday 19 Started early (6 1/4%) and traveled down the
bottom good roads all fore Ioon 2 or-3 kKlles from Camp
passed some Boiling springs close to the river and in 3 miles
more passed a ford of River but still kept down the North
Side at 11 A.X, stoped for noon Good Grass & “ater -l2-
P.l. moved down the valley 1/2 mile then left it and toock over
the Blufrf very stecp long and sideling about as hard a hill to
pull up as we have had once to the ton we took down 2 long
hollow tnen up another & so on till we came down in § miles
onto a small valley and streem of fine cold water Down this
3 miles brot us to the River & camp GCrass Good Tillows -

losquitoes plenty ade today 2l Xiles 1260
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Friday 20 Started early and in 1/2 M, crossed a Brook
1 rod wide and in one Mile another 1alf so large both excellent
water and in one }Mile left the Bettom and took over the Bluff
the Ascent was long but Good most of the way iﬁvé ldles we
descended to lower & rolling country - over this we traveled
{(roads sometines rocky) about 3 Kiles and then began climbing
the lountain again ascent about 2 Niles long but very gradual
then along the liountain top about 3 Miles we began to descend
8 wide hollow and in one Mile came 1o some springs of Good
water and a 1ittle grass here we nooned P.NM. traveled down
the Bottom 2 liles most of the way tolerable roads then the
roads began to be rough and rocky and vadly washed about the
rouchest and rockyest road we have had - in one mile we left
the bottom and took over the hill roads still rocky & Sidling
and in 3 miles descended to the river at Gravelly Ford GCrass
Good Villows & Chips Day hot made 19 miles 1279

Saturday 21°% Started early #nd in ¥2 1 took over the
Bluff for about 2 lMiles then down the Valley here very wide
and covered with sage & greasewood the Grass zlong the rigeér
was confined to very narrow & marshy bo;toms - 1]l miles
travelesk brot us to where the River turned short South West
here we nooned on Good Grass P.M. had for 3 or 4 )iles Sapge
covered bottoms as this forenocon with a slough ocecasionally
then the Bottoans became more covered with Grass as we
approached a Creek which came down thro a wide Valley from
the North, at 5 1/2 P.l. Canped (ifter Crossing several
Slouchs) in a wide bottom of splendid Grass - Water from the

e e R ety i B st oo S =y
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the Sloughs & not first rate Willows Plenty - Yosquitoes

Do, lMade today 21 Miles 1300
Sunday 22 Started very early -~ crossed several sloughs
and a deep still Creek 2 Rods wide and 2 feet deep in the Tirst
2 Miles - then had an alkali flat of 1 Mile to base of lountain
and in 5 Miles fromc%g we came to stony point where tﬁe road
passed over a rocky ridge Point near to the River Then we left
the River and for the remainder of the drive we traveled over
an alkali Sage plain sometimes rocky - dusty all the time,
Day very hot - at 5 P,M, we errived at the river again
having traveled 20 miles without water Grass Good FWater of
River ood but plenty of Alkali ponds on the bottom - Fillows -
for wood lade to day 25 miles -= 1325
" Yonday 23 Started at 6 1/2 A'Y Last evening and thro
the first half of the night and this Mornming the losquitoes
were awful There was no rest for nan or beast woman or child
all had to fight or be eatan - Bacon greese & were freely
applied to man & beaétméut'it-was but_small relief & it was brush
brush & swipe-swipe with no little swearing all the tize,
Traveled near the river one mile then took over a low flat
Sandy ridge for 1/2 m then across a largce alkali botiom some one
to 3 ms from the river - with Good roads for about 10 VMiles to
the river again axnd nooned - Good Grass ©P,M. Just below
caqui the River made a short bend to the lest and our
Road this P.Y. made a large circle around this and sore
distance from the River to avoid the sloughs several of which

we crossed .the latter part of the foremoon Drive in € miles

we came to where the road left the River taking over the
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point of the Lountain and camped Grass Good - Willows & a

thrown off waggon for wood Xade 20 mils 1345
Tuesday 24 Started before 6 oclock - and took the road

over the Hill up a iong hollow ascent nowhere steep but some-

times somwhat sandy Descent easy but sometimes rocky & sand

in sonqplaces deep in 5 Miles we were into the River Bottom

again but soon left it again for a short distance over.épow

rocky ridge the remainder of the drive was along the edge of

the Bottom 12 ms from Cemp noored on bank of the River.

P.M, moved down the edge of the bottom here it was very low

& Wwet often covered with ponds of Water & Bullrushes & Tlags

&c Grass 1s scarcer and not so.good as it was above - In 4 or

5 Miles the hill came one bluff to the Boisom and late we

crossed several bad sloughs and in one lMile further Camped-

Grass tolerable - Chips Kade today 20 Miles -xX3fifix 1365
Wednesdey 25 Started at 6 1/2 and tmveled down the edge

of ‘the Bottom and sometimes out in the sand hills toavoid the

slouchs the last half of the drive sandy & heavy draging:

at 11 1/2 came to an open grassy_plﬁce oﬁrhe River and nooned

Camping places are geting scarce generally the slouzhs prevent

access to the river and often the sand Bluffs come in intirely

to the Rive: -- Grass. tolerably good 2P.lL. directly after

leavirg canmp we took up over the Sandiills - Sand very deep

md heavy ~ for 4 or 5 miles the road on & off but mostly

sandy then 2 or 3 niles of better road along the edge of the

Bottom then 2 or 3 miles of sandy road at sunset came to a place

where we could get into the bottom & camped grass good --
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%illows & Chips Fade today 20 ms 1385
Thursday 26 Started at 6 /4 A.M, and traveled down

the Botom for about 2 miles to a ford of the River and where

had been a Trading Post but ndw burned down Here we left

the River Bottom up a steep s&hdy hill and struck across a

high Bottom Dry & dusty - white earth covered with

Greesewood &c. 9 miles from fhe river we came to it again

& nooned Grass Good. P.M, MNoved down the valley about 2

Yiles then over the Sand hills not very deep sand adout 4 MP

and came down a steép hill into the Little leadow down these

over fine roads 2 ms and cén@d - Cood Crass - %illows Threw

aside one 0id Wagrcon & took oﬁé of E;.Davis ¥ade today 19 ms 1404
Friday 27 Got our Waggon rigged and were off by 7. In 1/2

mile we came to the forks of the fomd & Harlan and his croud and

¢ of DavisS llen started on for the Sink., while the rest of us took

the Road for Black Rock Springs & 1in 1/2 miles we left the

Bottom of Humboldt and struck west over an upland plain

hraduslly ascending in.5 miles we came tc the dry bed of a

Creek end followed up it into the Mountains 7 miles to Antelope

Springs vwherewe found Excellent Water Good Grass for Cattle but

not good for horses -- Chips & Sage. lade today 14 Miles 1!18
Saturday 28 Started at 6 1/2 - Moved down the ravire a

short distance and then struck over some low points to the

left for a mile snd then up & long hill over this and we turned

short to the left down a long hollow and in } 1’iles from Camp

we came out, 2 large plain end turhed to the left across the

north side of it 6 miles brot us to the top of a long hill

where ¥e halted & few minuts & watered our Cattle from our Kegs

s an moved on Zown hill 1 rmile we entered a gap ir the ¥t
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& followed down the hollow 4 }iles often very rocky into a
wider hollow which run to the Right down this one 1/2 ¥ile and
over a point 2 1/2 X brot us to Rabbit BHole Springs - Some

Water it for stock drinkable for men here we stoped $111 night
without Grass ﬁhde today 17 Miles 1435

Soda Spr%ngs to

15 Port Neuf Creek

[camp]
15 Larsh Ork (62 Cq){no. wd)
16 1/2 Pannack cy, G.é.
7 1/2 Yalade R. % ®
22 1/2 (without water) Small Crk G.C.
9 1/2 Small Creek
11 1/3 Spring Branech G Camp
18 1/2 Raft Riv 13 ® W (ford is 2 1/2 m® down stream)

18 Spring Br, Several Branches in last 5 Liles
10 Junction S. Lake Road

Commodore Smith we carme todey through & very rough
country, sandy soil covered with wild sage this sage is a very
curious plant The only resemblance which it has to our cormon
sage is in the smell of the leaves -- The plent is entirely -
different it resembles & small tree in fact it is the exact

counterpart in miniture of our Burr-Oaks of llinz,.-

9¢ Slough of Bumboldt. this is over extensive bottons of Good

Grass
20 Humboldt River ' 22 Eunmboldt River
20 " " 23 " .
14 17 18 Lwwsens mladow
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Soda Springs
20 to Bear River g. Camp
10 ®* Partner Creek "
12 " Fork Partner Ck %
15 ® Pannack Crk road Crosses a Surmit Good R & Camp
l2 " Snake Spring cd Camp.
12 " Utha Spring ®* ¥
15 " Decassare C.K - Road crosses a small Creek bad crossing
c¢ camp
18 ®* City of Rocks
119 % or 5 +++ ms Goose Crk.
17 %/4 miles along Goose Creek rouch Broken Country - Good road
28 1/2 Head of 1000 Spring Valley road most of the Way over
rolling barren Country with but little water except
in the River far to the right then
25 3/% Down 1000 Spring Valley G% G2 Wwd Scarce camps
‘frequent then
14 to Head of Humboldt G4 RS amd 6@ Camping places 104

Company from Green River to Soda Springs
June 29%B 1860

Hood W°

Hood R, B. & lLady
Smith Lydia

Clayton Fph

Van FPelt Petr

Lowry

Young Robt & Lady
Youns Jno. & 2 Sisters
Yoore Smith

e T

e,
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Xnowlin John

Harlen B F & Wife § 2¢
Richards FEph
Richards WP

Allen David

Brown S. & W. & 5 chr
Norris & Wife & 1 ch
Andy

Futechinson John
Fullin WO

Fisher Jerry

Hams férk
6 to Spring on Summit
& " Mudy run
10 ® Spring on Bear R. Valley
6 " Smiths fork
10 ® Tomans ©®
7 " Spring
7 * Smiths ford
$ ® Felucks fork
4 » creek
L = Creek
T ® Creek
12 " Soda Springs
5 ® fork of Road

e

M &;ross the valley

Hamilton Isaae
Moore Jas
Burlingame Dow

Davis H.L. ﬁ

Company of 21 men

43 Men

15 7 & chn
g) Oxen &ec
35 Horses

g lules
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If any accildent should happen to me so tat I do not get this to

California - W& H Hood will please send this Journal to my

1

Father = Rev? Sam, G. Lowry - Sumner - Freeborn Co -_Einnesota

th
Witness my hand this July 6-- 1860

James L. Lowry

James L, Lowry

‘Tuesday Evening July 10%R, 60

West fork Raft River -
Uteh Territory

[On next page & sketch of the road]
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[Another sketch]

6 Road Descend the Bluff
7 1/2 Spring Creek

4 Ravine

b 1/2 Summit of Mountain
i2 Interval between Mount®

2 to Crossing of Brook




45

Company up to Devils Gate

Hemilton Isaac

Hood R.3B,

Hood W? He.

Clayton Eph

Van Pelt Peter

Lowry J.le

+Latshaw Geo

Burlingame

Yoore -Jemes

Moore Smith

+Todd John W,

+Todd T.C.

+Johnston Kimbal

+§iusher Ely

+Yarth John

+Smith

+ left us at Devils gate
[hiritien in ink in btuell of Look]

¥s From Fori Laresmie

4 to Dry Creek

% 1/2 ®* Entrance of Pass

2 1/2 " Cold Spring - to Right of Road
7 " River G,Wd & Wat. plenty

7 1/2 over some steep tad Descents to Fine Bottom between

the Hills
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l 1/2 ilder Clump on L. Good Spring on Right, G. & Wﬁ
abundant then ascent steep & Rd sidling Tor 1 Mile
then good R 3 M8 to

4 Creek -- then

1 To Deep Creek. Then Good R4 but a little sandy

¢ to River. WO - Wat. & Gs. plenty. Then rough RA%

4 To River, bad Camp 4 ma little grass "

10 A steep Craggy Ascent & rd mountainsus -

5 % Descent near to River then Road over ﬁigh rolling country

Generally barren much of the way in sight .of this Rier

15 Low Land on River poor camp

3 ms To Ferry on Platte at Deer Creek then'Ra Rbugh & Gs scarce for

19 to Upper Ferry - poor Camp

13 " Spring to Lzke Vater bad

13 " snmall stream to L Do plenty Gs. near stream

3 Willow Spring W% Gs. Good

1 Prospect Hill no Camp

3 Gs, & AE

4 1/2 Creek little GS wt then Rd, very sandy

2 To Grease Wood Crk. .

11 " Sweetwater

1 ® Independance Rock

5 ® to Devils Ggte then cross 2 creeks & in

7 Crk & Ravire g® no Timber in

4 Rd leavs River

7 " near % then

7 ® rnear the River again and in 2 ms ford River 3 times

————

2 leave the River




47-

& came to Riv again & ford then R4 leaves the River & no Water
but Grass plenty for

I7 1/2 River & ford Gs. Willow

4 River&ford

1/2® = =@

1/2 Branch of River

3 Spring Crk. fair Cemp

2 R4 leavs Riv many springs. L.

2 1/2 Rocky Ridges

7 Strawberry crk of Camp

% Branch of Riv 6¢ camp

2 1/2 Willow Crk G4 Camp

5 Sweet Water G Camp

1C Summit S. Pass

3 Paciffie Springs

1 142 Crossing of Creek

15 Forks of Road

7 Little sandy

6 Big Sendy

54% Green River

12 Branch Green R. ford 2 times Grass Good

12 Aspen Creek i plenty but Grass scarce

7Rd, forks Right hand a Canmnp. R.

4 = ® Lert hand the best,

& 1/2 Hams Fk Green Riv Gs Good Then up a long ascent




48

13 Fir Grove & Hill then descending Rd. steep.
5 Brook poor camp
11 Thoman® fork of Bear Riv Gs Gd. Willows ford 3 times
6 Bear River G Gress & Good level R% for
14 to Tulies fork B.R.
g Bear Riv then dong bottom
20 High Bluffs thro the Bluffs is 3 Ms
17 Soda Springs
7 Forks of Road over dry Roads
9 psss between lts, H
% Forks of R® -~ take the Left,
1l m Cold Spring & brook
1/2 ®* large repid stream cold *.'!t. (Road on CutorriSo far Good)
1 Wet Gully
2 1/2 long & Steep Descent
1/2 Pannack Riv, Rd runs in sight of the Rie for 4 m.
4 R turns to Left (Good Camp for last 4 m.) Mt. Road --
7 & TFall Creek. X¥arsh Creek
} Mountain
5 ¥t. Spring G4 Wd near
1/2 Small Stream, Then long descent. & over srall ridge
(cross 2 creeks in 1/4% m)
6 Crossing Spring Brook
7 2 Willow Creek (G for last 9 m abundent)
7 1/2 & Big Spring Crk lalade
3 1/2 4 1/2 Descent to Ravine up this
3 1/2 Summit of lt.{then long baed descent of 1:: il‘o’

4 Interval between Mt,
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2 Crossing of Brook

11 Branch of Raft River

5 1/2 Second Br, Raft Riv (Good feed on Both Branches)

H - 2§ Crossing of 2d Br, Raft R.

10 Spring Creek (G% Grass)

3 1/2 23 spring crk. ¢d G®

1 1/2 Rapid Crk - G Gs., & Sage

4 Crossing of Muddy Crk.

3 1/2 Steeple (Pyramid) Rocks

1l ;janetion Salt Lake rd,

5 Rock Spring & Creek {on R') then over mountainous & sidling
Rds to

7 1/2 Branch Goose Crk (bad feed)

2 Steep Bluff

1l 1/2 Goose Creek then

17 Up Goose Creek {Good GP) then

4 Up Branch Goose Crk over Rough bad roads them

12 Thousand Spring® & Crk. then down the Valley

9 X to Bluffs the over Bluff

3 ® % Valley then

3 *® Poor Water ®

6 » G4 Running Wat. G4 G*

6 Boiling Spring

5 " Big Cold Spring (Some g8)

4 R? rorks - (take the Left) -

5 Eumboldt Sprincs (G° & Sage)

7 * Valley Gs fno Wt for 6. M.

19 down the Valley to Ford of Humboldt Good feed along the

River, them
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1€ * Ford of Branch Here the Rd leavs the river & Crosses
the Bluff 3 times in the next 5 ¥s,

19 22 ford of Humboldt,

} 4th ford of %

6 Crossing Cold Crk then in

1 1/2 leaves the River for

17 R strikes the River




JAMES L. LOWRY DIARY, 1860






