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) FAYETTE COUNTY BOYS enroute TO CALIFOINIA.

{ this diacy records some of the events of a wagon train which left Ohio to go
to Californi.a An the 1849 gold rush. Because of its age a small part of it is
--missmg,namely a portion of pages one and twe and much of five and s:u:.

MAY 19-On' this day we crossed the river. Our Company or train cansisteﬂ of
seventesn teams and wagons snd seventy two men,about twenly of whom were men

of families.Before starting,the company held a meeting org:nized and elected
HBurnet ,Captain and Robert Stewart second in command.  We then started and
traveled on the right bank of the river,over ground, somewhat broken,but pretty
geudiroad, Oup boys being g:-een,however yabout -driving,broks the hounds of one
wagon, Pretty well for the first day, 23-Nothing worth notice occured from
the time we -started, up to this time except for crossing the Mimsha. This creek
has very steep banks which we had to uct down; in order go get our teams across,
and then wade into the water and put ouwr shoulders to the vheel in food earnest
On this night (23) while we were standing guard,we were visited by one of the
thunder* storms pecular to. this region of country,Ohl such lightning and such
rain Euckeyes never dreamed of, This night played- -~ - with Nol56 Sons of
femperance. (First sight at the Elephant) a portion a 2 page missing)

But- the man I will attempt to describe. He looks to be near sixty years old ab
about five feet— in this stocking feet.He wears 2 broad : brimmed hat.There he
was astride that animal,as fine a looking figure as ever graced .an army. But
the manner in which he was armed,displayed the =vecy of the man, He wore neither
shield or breast plate, nor was he bothered with a2 sword, but armed with an
old soln.tary, singie barreled pistol Bull three inches in length of the good ol4
~--lock fashion,the age of which no man living man xan tell,he was ready for any
‘test. At the word march,his little horse bounded away .s though proud of her
gallant ridee,while Jimmy(Akin) about every ten paces would present his pistol.
as if about to firejthen dra«ing it back,he would say his prayers;then he would
present againand swear what he would d0,all to himself, for by this time he

had “gob far ashead of the footmen. At 1engt.h we came to the place where the
Indians were said to have been, but they were gone and we did not have to fight
them at all, .of which some of us were heartily glad. The Indians did no

othor than fr:l.ghtenmg the women, which was bad enough, for ene of then had
just the evening before,given birth to a echild, Tyis was near the old Pawnee
village east of Fi, Kearney. Ifafforded us some fun, as well a feeling a little
scared, June 2nd- After the batt le of Pawnee Village, the beseiged man
put hiw train under our protection,and traveled with us. Nothing of improtance
ecuured until this night, eur cattle broke out of the carrel,and rin off; it
2lso rained very hard, We are now near Ft. Kearney. 3rd- We got our cattle
this morning and drove on te Ft. Kearney, where we stopped a short time, This
Fort stands on the plain , and the houses are mostly sod. We traveled about
five miles further and stopped to graze our cattle and just when we were
starting a gain,ancther train came along and as some of gur wagons had started
and others had not, the drove in and divided us. Ip this way we were traveling
when one of Judge IIcLeanIs teams scared and started to run- this frightened a1l
the others so there were twenty sev:n teams running zt the same time,sometimes
three abreast;but men stuck to them, and succeeded in stopping them,without any
harm being done. The team attached to the wagon in which were the sick woman
and young child,did not start to run until the others had been completely stepped
then they ran dlrectly toward the river,vith the husband hanging to the oxen's
horn, They ran about three hundred yards and all expected them to plunge

head long into the river, but they were stopped on the bank,without hurting
anyone, Ve did not go much farther, for fear thoy would run aga:m,but let the
other train go by. To-night we again carrelled our cattle.(A carrell is formed
by placing the wagons just as they do at an animal show, except that the tongue
of each wagon is laid uvon the hind wheel of the wagon before it,and a log
chain stretched from one to the other, They had not been in for more than an
hour when they broke to run and although we had on a double guard,they crowded
out,and in doing so broke the wheels of two of our wagons to atoms. I had just
1=4d down, and having been up all the night before, I felt that they might go
to the d = — 1,before I would get upe I had the blues this n:.:,htcertam,thls

was taking a second sight at the "big animal" we have Vet hama +n omn



(2) Lth-This morning eight or tem of us seavbos in different direetions to
hunt the cattle,and by the middle of the af¥ernocon we had them all but four.
thinking it would be best to herd them on the plains,Burnett,Bill Blue, a stranger
and myself, on horseback, and H Dahl, D.Libe and David Wrisht on foot, drove
them togzther and surrounded them. They stood very well until about eleven
o'clock,while it was raining on e of the rains pecular to Plate river bottom,
something scared them and away they went. ‘e on horseback gave chase,by the
light of the lightning which blazed forth in constant glare,interspersed by a
few claps of Platte river thunder, In the rain,Blue and the stranger were
thrown out of the chase and lost the track. Burnett and I kept close to the «
cattle, and ran them into a large herd,about three miles from where theystarted
we then gave up the chase and turned our horses heads towards our camp where iwe
arrived about 12 e'clock ., The occupunts of the first tent we came to were
were standing in water a foot deep holding it up. In an hour Blue and the strang
er came in— they had been across to the fluffs, We stripped ourselves of all our
clothes, got in the wagons,wrapped up in owr blenkets and laid down., After a
while the boys on foot came in~ they had rin to another tent and stood there
£i11 it fell down,and then they run home. After we had got to bed and were tell-
ing earh other where we had besn and wh-t had happened;said Bill BlueBoys"l
have seen some hard times on these plains,some sharp lightning loud thunder and
heavy rain, but I have never passed such a night as this before. This is the
girst time in my life, szid he,"I tried to pray, snd the more I prayed the
worse it got,and I quit and commenced whipping my ciney, to get to camp-( He had
been o Ft. Larmie before) After taking a heavy laugh, we concluéded we had
snother sizht at the animal with the big trunk, and f ell asleep., We are now
10 miles west of Ft.Kearney, on the Platte river,and &t is a fine looking country
but no timber at 211, _
5th~ This morning a numher of us went out to search for the cattle, and found
them all by noon; we then took the broken wagons and made one, and got ready to
start, Our cattle had become so wild that every little noise would ffighten
them to run. Just as we were ready to hitch them to the wagons, the rattling of
my oil-cloth breeches, which had become dry atarted them,but the boys stopped
them in time, We traveled eight miles that evening,sncamped, tied our cattile
vo tae wagoas, and to stakes drove in the ground, and all went to bed to sleep,
tth—  Up to this morning we had been moving along fine with the exceptions
»+ the bad conduct of owr cattle. Our men were in as good health as men could
be-.11 were life and animation in camp, In this wey we were rolling akong,
¥hen lowering clouds onsecured our sky and O'er our path dark shaddows cast,
I wzs called on this morning by Mr. Moore,who said that Robert Buncan of his -
ress was very sick and wanted to see me, I went to his wagon and found him very
bad and from what he told me of his situation, I concluded he must have some
‘thing like the cholera., We gave him some medicene, and in about an hdur,he said
he fely better, We then started on, but had not traveled more than three miles
when I discovered that Duncan was getting worse. I stopped the train, we raised
2 tent and got him into it, by the time Ogle came - up with a Doctor, who said
that Duncan had the cholera and would soon die. He had done all that he could
for him,and we all took a hand in pubbing him until at last hs felt that he
#as going to die. He called some more of us to him and told us that he wanted -
us to szy to his parents,and what we should do after he was dead, He then asked
br, Moore to sing the hymn that his mother had sung to him when they parted.
~ut kuore could not sing, when Duncan took the book and read it to us, which
. .dv all of us think of home( 3ee Hunter's select Nelodies numer 188,)
7th-  This morning Duncan is $till living but very bad; we have tried to save
him by all means in our power-the Doctor advised us to move on as we were laying
in a low,wet part of the country, Accordingly we hitched up and traveled all day.
During the day,J.P.Gldn and David Wrizht complained of being :utmell,but no one
thought of any danger. Duncan is about the same this evening= no change-we
crossed a stream ea lled Plumb creek’and camped. I h:d not slept any for three
Or four nights,so I had my wagon drove a few hundred yards from the balance of
21;3 tza in,im order to get same sleep,and after turning our cattle loose, we laid
»n to rest, :



{3) 8~ This morning D.dedingia. ..

Wright was about to dieand that J.P.Glen was very bac. . _ _ '
‘where they were dieing,but before I reached the spot 1 saw the b boys run to the
tent and when I got up they told me that Wright had just died and on going to
the tent I found him a corpse and Glenn wes &ggng. In a half ap how sore,he was
deadHere was the f£irst death we had seen on the trip,naving both died of -cholera
after about fifteen hours of sickness. They died by the side of each other,on
the same bed and now lie side by side on the west bank of Plumn ereek about :
thirty six miles west of Fort Kearney,(nev) were buried about two otelock in the
afternoon We started on but when we came up to where Dahl and Dixon were encamp-
ed,a distance of two miles,they told us that Eliss Dixon was very sick with
cholera. I went into the tent and found him sinking very fasb; the Doctor who
was attending him thought that we had better get him into the wagon and move
out to the place where they were -encardped to higher ground as the place was
very rweb, %o hitched :theit team,put him inté the wagon but before we reached
the spot where the balance of the train had campedihe died and was taken into
the ton® a corpse, Robert Duncan still lies in the same situation, 'I‘his was
the most gloomy night I ever saw, no one knew whose turn would ceme nesd-usa had
the horrer. 9th~ This morning we buried Dixtn( the rest of Jth day aecount

is missing anl most of 10) 11~ This morning we buried Duncan on the back of

a small stream about eighty five miles west of Ft, Kearney. Robert Henderson,
who hes been sick three or four days was taken with cholera last night and the
Doctorsays he must die soon. Nitersouse is very bad; I set up all night with
himvhich makes the third night that I have not slep any. After we buried Duncan
the cattle were got up ready to start, but this morning I opposed to starting,
as we had two men lying at the point of death and I wanted to let them rest

in the tent, but a lsrge majority of the me opposed. ( account for daysl2 & 13
missing.)1 14th~ Mshen is very bad today -~ - passed a great many graves.
This evening we met a large train of Missourians peturning home,the scardity of
grass and cholera had backed them out, Dzvis and Clard bought a cow from tham,
I had a talk with the CGaptain,who said he had been fifty miles ahead and there
was no grass/ 15th~ This morning,after a drive of two miles,we came to the
South Fork of Platte river, where we found a great many people and wagons wait—
ing an oppertunity to cross over Burnett got on my horse and went in to find
the ford but found that it was all alike - -a swift current of very cold water.
(15th day missing) ~16~ Today we passed Ahsh Hollow a very curious booking -
placd,and noted for being a battle ground of hard fought battle between two
tribes of Indians. We came to North Platte and encamped near a French and Indian
traking post;where we found the residents to be very friendly,

17th- To—day e passed the dead bodies of Indians,placed on a platform raised on
‘peles about ten Be et from the ground,and were neetly wrapped in buffalo robes
with all their notions,such as bows and purses etc. hung over their heads, This
is the way they bury t.heir dead, They are the Bue Indians and friendly to the
whites, {aceccount for days 18 and 19 missing.)

20th- This morning we passed C , imney dock,which also st.a.nds south of the road
and is higher than Court House Fock ,but is noth;;ng but a shaft of some kink of
soft stone,which is giving awdy very fast. A number of the boys go up as far as
they cou.ld,and wrote their names on the stone. There are thousands of names

on the stone. Ssme wrote their names on this rock for the last time in their
lives., As this was the day of the week month and year on which I was married,
my thoughts ran back to my wife and children and when I contrasted my s:.tuatﬂ'
ionat home with the one I was occupoed,with sickness and death all around me

I began to wish it wasn't X, 20— day-To-day we passed an Indian trading post
°nd just as we got up,the Indians were killing a fat dog. They laid him on the
fire and singed the hair off of himand then cut up,boiled and made soup of him,
Li vas aa big day among then and they had a fine feast. Some of our boys stayed
¥ !J -} after dinner and report says that Tom Wright with one or two more eat some
s dog, «nd said it was good. The principle man among them was a Frenchman
. J "2m % >re were a number among these Indians,whose wife it was thab killed

‘::fa '.1 " 22nd- We have had a hard time today,no grass for our cattle,

<7 s vane to . Lermie river to-day and forded it. After crossing the river we
» a2l the fort of the same name which stands on the west bank of the river.



(4) This is a better looking plane than Fort Kearney,and the men who are in ¢
command have some common sense, a commodity with which the officers at Fort
Kearmey were not troubled The men at Ft. Laramie try to give all the information
~they can and will condescend to answer a questian,but the d~-d fools at Kearney
‘think that because Uncle SSam has allowed them to wear swords and bright
‘buttons,and command the wolves and buffalo, that they need not speak to man,
I wrote a letter to my wife to-dayand rode back to Ft, Larime to mail it. Here
I gave in a list and number of men and cattle,and wagons in owr train,and also
the mmber of deaths which was seven. We then started on and caught up with
our train,which had stopped to graze the cattle,fained this evening -sick mend-
dng slowly. 24thThe boys stuck a trade to-day by which they got a sore
-heeled cow for a steer that would not pull-both parties cheated badly,after
vwhich we got up owr ca ttle and started. In five or six hours we came to warm
sSprings,where I saw a sight I shall not soon forget. I went to a tent on the
side of a hill,where a man had encamped his family, Jyst as I got to the tent
“the man was drawing his last breath While around him was gathered his wife and
four small children,one little girl about the size of "Tude"/ Oh God! what a
~scene to witness, to hear the bitter wail of that widow, and the heart bresking
s obs of those friendless children over the dead body of the husband and father,
far from home and friends was more than I could bear and «ith a heavy heart I
started on. = 26th~ We have some awful bad roads over hills and rocks:we are
.hiow traveling over what is called the Black Hills,and they are black,without
grass or water and the road is over rocks and through sand six inches deep.-
~to-night no grass and little water. 27th- A.J.Jeffres was taken with cholera
‘but does not seem to be dangerous, After traveling over some hard roads,we came
to a stream of good water,with some timber on it,which makes it look very .
- pleasant, Here teo death has left its -minrk., Here are the graves of a brother
and sister who both didd the same day, and they were from Missowfi, and by the
‘name of Prewitt/ 28th- Last night I sat up the whole night and rubbed and work-
edwith Jeffres. The Doctor thought that he would die but he gave him two doses
of Calomel,eighty grains at a time and I poured in the brandy and rubbed on the
number sis and pepperand by twelve o'clock he was betgér. The Doctor says
with care he will get along. We are now traveling over the most God abandoned
countries I have ever seen~ no grassg a stony road,and our cattls's feet are
wearing out and getting sore,and we have four er five sick men in ow wagons
and I am worn out sitting up Upon the whole I suppose this is some of the
pleasurs of the trip/ 29th~ To-day we ame to the Platte botBom. We have been
on the Black Hills for the last four days, in which time our cattle have not
had as much grass as they:should have had in one night. Jeffres is still very
sick, 30th~ We drove a few miles to-day and encamped, for the purpose of
letting our catile graze, This day Ogle and I settled for the¢ first time and
we settled in full up to this time and found everything right. July 1-We got
up our teams this morning and started on, Heddington,Wright and myself went
ahe .d to hunt grass,which is very scarce. 2nd- To-day we came to the north
Fork of the Olatte River and crossed over with our wagons on boats,for which we
paid five dollars each: we drove our ¢ attle in and make them swim over, Here
I bought a hundred pounds of flour,for which I paid fifteen dollars. A man
was buried here,the same man whom I saw yesterday in his wagon at the point of
‘death His friends had all left him but one,who asked me to look as his friend
when I went to him and felt his hands and feet,I knew he must soon die,as I have
seen mich cholera that I can tell almost te a c-ertainty when death is at work
but he made an appeal to me I shall never forget."Can't you do something for
me? Do you think I will die? Oh! if I were only at home" He would explain, Poor
fellow it was too late,for before night ,as his friend was driving along, he
died alone in the wagon with no one near him to hear his last wish, and when the
wagon stopped at the ferry was found dead. This evening we hitched up and
started; but before we got one mile, half of the teams ran away with the wagons
but a5 usuall no harm done,except one horn knocked off a steer. We have not to
travel twenty six miles without grass or water,  3rd~ This was one of the
hrrdest days we have had since we started our trip. We now had neifher grass
L ater and the sides of the road were strowm with dead horses and cattle that
L.z2d teen drinking alkali water. To-day I takked with an old man who started with
& tazilu of seven,and five out of that mmhaer had A:-~2
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and left him with a little boy ten years olcd. They*had two teams to manage and
the old man was trying to get someone to h:lp himgbut could not. Utter dispair
was ,deplcted in every furrow in the old man's face,but I thought from his :
appearance thet he would not be troubled long in this world,and if a 1l is right
with him in the next,the sooner He was off the better it will be for him. ¥Wg
encamped in Willow Springs. 4th— Last night we had good waterand found good
grass by driving our cattle three miles up the road,which m:de the boys =2 bit
more cheerful again; but as soon as re staated this morning,hald of our teams
ran away with the wagons, ''e were traveling up hill and th: front teams were
near the top when they stapted. Had they started at the top,God alone could have
saved the sick in the wagons but as it was,no harm was done and only served
to show the difference between men. I will note a little occurance,Whilst ocur
teams were running and all trying to stop them James Smith was st the bot om
of the hill shooting prarie dogs where he could see everything that was going on
Jim not stopped shooting when one of the boys came to him*you have hed a h--1 of
a stampede up there, 5th- Last nisht we encampted at what was called Lone
Rock. Vhen I came into the camp,I had my arms full of dried Buffalo dung to
cook our supper,this, with wild sage root being the oily fuel in this part of
the world, After supper, the boys went to the i op of the rick to celebrate the
fourth. D.Loofbiurrow made a speach which the boys a pplauded very loudly-
Thus ended the hardest fourth that I have ever passeid , To-day about ten 6'clock
we came to Sweet Water a beautiful stream whkch indeed did lock sweet to
a set of poor devils., who had been traveling over one of the most God forsakms
countries in the world. We came to Incependence rock wiiclh skands alore and
c overs four acres of land, We encamped *this evening near what is called
Devills Gate,a narrow passage through the mountain and through which water
flows. This defile is four hundred feet high,from the wate to the top of either
bank and not over fifty feet wide. The gap of lane is about a half a mile in
‘length the walls or sides are nearly perpendigular with a slight inclination
towaad each other at the bop,whose mossy crags mee dotted over with s great
varity of beautiful flowers. Here the honey-suckle blooms in all of its glyory
exliibiting a scenery,both beautiful and grand. We had to climb over high rock
in passing through his gap,which we did to gratify our cubiousy, and being
accomplished we returned to our camp, 6th- We stayed ih ca mp all day to let
the cattle graze and rest Jeffres, whe is still very sick. Jeffres and
Niterhouse have been sick since we left Ft.Kearney,and are both in my mess so
t.2t my wagon has hauled a sick man over the last five hundred miles,and God
only knows how much further; but I think wé are getting ahead of the sickness.
as the graves are not so numerous., We have not passed over ten graves a day
for the last three days,but ewine proable,to seeinz so many dead and & Jying
they do not appesr so many as they did at first/ +e have passed thirty graves
in one day,to say nothing of the teams that stopped till their sick would die.
Tth- We gobt out cattle up this morning and started. The road was very sandy
whickh makes hard traveling; but after rolling eighteen miles, we came to the
banks of Sweet Water again,where we encamped, . Here there is no grass, At this
place the Indians stole a team of horses,in daylight, while the men were in
the camp close T . Snow csn be seen on the top of the mountains from this place.
8th- To-day we sas Ham Nell's name cut on a rock three times in a veery short
distance ,by the side of the road,in the gap of the mountain,where the road,
crosses Sweet Water He passed June 20 1849 being eight days in adv nce of us
~encamped on the river~ good grass . 9th- Mercis Rowe and Kelly Dixon are
sick this morning with some kind of s fever,as supposed by the Doctor, They
arc not bad however t yet may be dead or re.dy to die ere night. This is a
cold morning,and there is ice on the at.r in the camp~ started on, and after
five miles came to the river again ., Here is a grave, by which I am sitting
meking these notes. e have just come to a gap or low place in the mountains
vhich we are now crossing; and far in advance we can see high mountains cavered
with snow It is now one ofclock,and David Pucket has just been violently
attacked with cholera. Agter t raveling twenty two miles,ws eame to sweet
Water again,where we encamped. There is no grass in this plgce;and with in
sight are at least five hundred head of cattle. Here are men,women and
Chiltirelf a]:I!_. b und for the land of Promise. Here, :lso,are several graves.and



£6) ".on thd.road. We tied our cattle up without grass,as all who encamped there
had to do. Pucket got very bad and 1 stayed with him till twelve o'clock when
he was mich better then I went to bed and James Blek stayed with him until
morning. I have not seen so TANY €are worn faces since we started, as I have
tonight; their looks seem to say Oh.carry me back & ¢ 10th- This morning we
started very early,that we might get to where the cattle could graze,as we had
no good grass for forty eight hours. Pucket is very sick this morning., We have
passeed four wagons contzining familkes,with a number of small children,which
remind me of home. I think that the children are much happier than their parent
At ten o'clock we came to Sweet Water, shere we encamped and let out cattle
feed on willow,and whatever else thiey could find,as there is nd grass in this
place o We have concluded to remain here all day on account of Pucket,who is
‘yery sick, Frank made us a pot pie ouf of prairie dog,which was very nice,
‘Here we left a wagon,and Millikan and Heddington's mess joined together.

11th~ Puckehk is some better this morning but his case is doubtful, We started
‘on, passing through country as poor and baren as egrth can b e.over hills long
and ever hills long and steep,without grass. , To-day we passed the first snow
it was close to the road,and lay on the bank éI- the South Fork of Sweet Water,
‘and about ®ight feet deep. Some of the boys and myself,went on it and had a
snow balling match which was something new to us on the 1lth of July;but what
ook strange to us was the green grass and beautiful flowers,growing close to
‘to the edge of the snow,so close that you could have one hand on the snow and
the other on a bunch of delicate white flowers, I gathered some of the snow
and plucked some of the flowers and started on. After traveling sixteen and

a half miles, we encamped on the bank of Willew Creek about twe and a half
miled up the stream from the road,we found good grass. This is s fine looking
place;snowy mountains are to be seem in the west, and green willows and

flowers along the stream. Here close to out camp,is the grave of a 1little
‘girl who die last year;she was five years old., It is not often we find such
a place to camp,as the country is,generally,poor and desolate; no one has ever
tried it,can form a corredt idea of feelings of howor,possess by & mam. whilst
traveling through a country wike this,with a large train, and riot knowing half
the time whether he will find food for his stock on which he and his com

are almost depending fer their lives.-(but this is going te California), =
12th- This morning is cold,accompanied with frost ans ide. A number of
families,with their wagons,are encamped close to us. Some of them have childe-
ren that ard playing on the bank of the stream, We started on, and after travel—
ing four miles we came to the last crossing of Sweet Water,where we saw fiwve
graves close together, To-day we passed thro! the South Pass of the Rocky
mountains bul found nothing remarkable; and ascent is so gradual that we hardly
knew when we were at the top. The country is barren and desolate, Many wagons
are to be seen here,that are left by the emigrants. We encamped this evening

at the Pacifie Springs-again no grass- express mail here. = 13th~ Again we
started early, for the purpose of finding grass for the cattle., Pucket is very
low this morning-scarcely any hope that he will recover, We traveled twelve
miles and stoppedd it being noon and no grass yet. At three o'clock we came
to the place where the road forks,fnhe leading to Oregon,or the Hort Hall road
the other to CalifQrnia,by the way of Salt Lake. After a short parley we took
the left hand road(as all simers do. At this plzce J.Murry and J.Bridwell
fell in with a man from Missoura who was going to Oregon,and as he wanted he}p
vWe agreed to go with him. I was told by the boys that they were afraid that we
woulc_i not get through to California Bor therd was teo much s tock for the
guanity €f grass on that route Heddington and I were shead looking for grass
and found some. We encamped on a stream called Little Sayndy. It is Saturday
night and I am sitting up with Pucket,who is near his last. ALl is still
without and my mind has stélen back to my home,where it loves to dwelll in a
moment I seem to be therejhere comes my wife to meet me,and how plainly X see
Iy children striving for the first embrace- even my dog Scot,comes for a share
o? the joy;all is pleasure,but alast! recollections soon hurries me back to the
sick and dying bad of ene of my travzling comrades, This night I had the blues
Gertain, 1hth~ Burnett and I went en before this morning in search of

77383 , on which to feed our cattle, After riding five miles we came to grass
on the banks of a creek , '



(7) where we stopped for the remainder of the day. Came is plenty in this
place;some of the boys are hunting,some playing cards and some reading. Burnett
& Co lost a fine steer here, that died from drinking alkali water,the first that
the train has lost while in this camp.,having good grass;but the countryaround’
ias usual, is barren and desolate-nothing to be seem but w ild sage,which makes
food for neither man er beast nor devil. Pucket is worse and cannot last much
longer but we are doing all we can to save him. 15th- We gathered coiy teams
this morning,and started on our journey- Pucket is still goinng down. The road
is very good,though quite dusty which makes it very bad driving- after travel-
4ng eleven miles we stopped it by this time being noon., Pucket is apparently
‘dying,and we have t8 drive elewn miles to water- express mail is just passing -
while I write, After a forced march , ¥f twenty : four miles and a half to-day,
we arrived on the banbs of Big Sandy,and encamped,having to drive our cattle
two miles and aa half far grass and after getting to it,found it very poor,this
is a fine stream andgood place to encamp, Pucket nearly gone. 16th~ Death
again has visited oub camp;Pucket is deadjhe died this morning at twenty five
minutes pastt three o'clock We buried him on the norht bank of Big Sandy ,close
to where the road strikes the river. Before he died,he requested James Black to
have as many boys at his burial as could attend- Accordingly they all turned out
except- & few who had to attend the cattle. Mr,Moore read the ceremony of the
church over the graveand then g ave out a hym which the boys joined in singing,
while the exerises were being concluded, my mind strayed away to home of the
young man who was lying before us a corpse and my thoughts were his parents,
sisters andd brothers;they are busy attending to the concerns at home,perhaps
happy, while at the same time strangers are about to consign a son and a brother
to the grave. After the grwe closed over out comrade,we took the last look and
shrted on our journey.,traveling ten miles we came to Green River which is a
‘very mpid stream Here is a ferry but we had to swim our cattle over,where we
feund good grass,,we then got some of our wagons over before night. -There are
‘s great number of wagons whiting on the bank to cross over.; they had a regular
hoe down at night Here are men,women and children,both black and white. I do
not think that there is mush sickness among the imigrants at this place.

17~ This morning we crossed the balance of our wagons to.this side of the river.
Here we found some Snake Indians, the first we have sean of the tribeeUgle got
into a serape with the ferryman but I scon lied him out of it, We traveled

down theriver about seven miles when ~e left it and takinga westerly direction,
we went seven miles further and some of the teams encamped,the balance drove
on to Black'g Fork on Green River,where we arrived at eleven ¢*clock at night;
both parties had good grass, We found that some of our cattle had been drinking
alkali wdter,and were very sick,many cattle die from this cause, 18th- Started
early and drove to Black's Férk, Where we Bound the balance of the boys about
ready to start, We drove on up the river a few miles and found our old friends
again,who were attacked by the Indians at Pawnee village which is refered )
to in a preceeding page of this journal. One of thé men had died of cholera,
and left a young wife,whe a-few says after his death,gave birth to a child,making
the second child born in their train since they had been on the road. They are
from Chieago Illinois. Within fove miles more,we came to Ham's ForR of Green
River,which is & pretty stream of cold water and we found good grass and plenty
of fish Ogle has had a yoke of cattle to die this morning. The country about
these streams,begins to loos as if it was intended for something to live in it
when compared with that which we had been traveling,ever since we left Fort
Laramie; grass appieers to be getting plenty. In going two miles further we
again came to Black's Fork where we crossed it, and after crossing the second
time,drove five miles,encamped,and turned our ecattle out, After we had bbeen in
in camp about an hour,J.Sperry went out and discovered a large lake,vwhich we
though was full of alkali water ,but could not certainly our catile mrank of it
very freely before we knew anything about it. We will know by tomorrow night who
sat the union. This lake is a mile long,and in honor of the finder; we called
it Speery;'s Lake, July 19-We started andd in traveling nine miles came to and
vrossed "Blhck's Fork twice,which is the last tike wswe crossed it. From the high
“+uff on which I am sitting,the country appears beautiful,indeed,— in the valley
¥7e to be geen bushed,green grass,wild roses, mountain pink and flowers of all
<1ds, while farr in the west the mountains are covered with snow mnd 211 swmnd



(g) are oawtemis furwmed DLuffe poriils 7 sal -, ich
v Cocu _ poriilss of sand,some of shich ¥eBUll. wild &
castles or crumbling public buildings of some fcinc’t » But even Zere t.h;:)niy“”
place that has looked like life for the last 200 miles,death has so;m its work
near féze is the ‘gz:ave,perl'_xaps of some kind hearted son or brother,whose friends
agt ye t_'know r.xéta.}ng of his fate. Such is the overland route to California. ...
.;, ber z;velmg in the val..ley 18 miles, we arrivdd at,an encampment near Fort il
rigeg_-, ere several famlies &f French, and Indians of the Snake tribe ,who all
seem Odllve well. They have somé of the finest cattle I ever saw;a gcsoa many
:;;v.zs-,an some Very fine horses which théy know how to ride, Here t’,hey sold
thlsvkg'-at two dollars a pint mitk at a dime. Some of the boys thought tha t ’
‘the :L:ky was 1:,he cheepest,so they took it. Here are seven strea.m; of clear
cold water running down the valley all within a half a mile. It rained a little
topdg_v‘ for the first time :#inge we left Devil's Gate. 20th— Passed the fort
Zg:a:rgizzg :ilet:ex:renh-streams. One hundred and ten lodges of Indians,with their
chief eir head, aare to meet at the fort to-day f 0
g:ghoriﬁia ?10 thg tﬁbg the result of the great battle the§ fzzgﬁ?em?tnrhp‘zig o
ndians and exhibet the prises taken from the en vhich ive t
sand horses, But we had not time to sta S e g
z v and see the sight. We traveled nine mi
as cending all the time,and stopped al noon,wh | e
_ 2 d a spring of v
ecold clear water. After a shortrest, we ot G e e e M
C . pursued our journey, andcame to
besutiful valley surrounded by high hills,d 3 ? ot
own of which the ~sheey]
zzizné.sinvery ffl.nggrous driving;but we got’dom safely ;thozgiosf}?ii:ai:,igréﬂpeply
g, 2 thunder storm came on ,and we had to sto d unh .
te keep them from running off, A f;'f mile e g o
3 unning . v s further travel brought
Cge;ic,wﬁare Wr:.ght Hil Li‘ kan and myself halted our teams and enihampgz ;grmégiy
night. Here we had plenty ef grass,and a pleasant time:and I shaved upper £
th:t]i-'.jrst, t%me since I left the states. S Millikan and I went outn?;.o ﬁiﬁh Eﬁ
cattle as it was Saturday evening,a time of rest at h ' " ' ®
our families for some time,and we;zt T ' e
_ o n o bed. 2lat- Started -
:r;gh sr;r:e?ggotlge illggest hills we have yet crossed,among o:he:l;lgmmniandtt§?.§§t3d
eet above the level of the sea and 350 £ ighe -
Pass of the Rgcky Mountains., On the S et Heatas o ro Wl
: : it is the grave of H '
Missouri a young man who died a few g & s
s Y few days since, Thoman ¥ i g and’
z;—gay a;l noon,he lost a steer from drinking alkali v:ate;rigigtzs zzgfrb;i;:land
rgvel,we come to Bear River,which we crossed ] ' i vinges
"®vertake n some of the teams t'ng.t left T
°X 1 us yesterday; O
i;i.il si?-ead. Bear river which is a very rapid csi:::{;amgig ::;g igzi‘r?egng -
e t Lake,and on its banks grow pine,Cottonwood and willoW In 1E,h'i sect
of the country the land is righ and grass good. 22nd- This r ening Poskim
a }-gng valley—-good roads and fine grass— eight miles ahead is am:rnilgg o
‘::vin:afrgﬁ zhis ;il}f.gy extends about 10 miles and narrews down Pigto vﬁyv;zz;)
K steep bluff on either side;though th d i
rocks from 400 ©0600 feet high,which se St ook of bl ey
_ which seem to be formed out of
cemeted pogether,and they are ;{l ok 2 Freee ShmmD
) : matter of shapes, Thi
%ﬁtgoiﬁz;wwﬁge 11‘Bat'm:§ gives a aquall, he cg hear i‘g 3&2?32?2&3 f‘.‘zﬁeato
: s. bBu e hardest case we have yet h
gg:?éngf,ﬁegnﬁ Oi‘_ ‘l‘ahg1 boystseeing 2 grave,went to zee w;:idn:ié :::‘fg:inghzh;:ad
5 e found on it a note,which read s M i
e : 3 ead as follows : " To E .
hlalulr;ﬁt a.fglrde ethhe r;ad you will find under a rock a very :iclfnfnazzscagnnot
ol further; please give him some attention- No N i 3
i}ii;oz;dwz a;ame along the poor man had died and some mggangzn?osggn:ﬁd milt d
0 :E’ound _tenrthe note from the side of the road and placed it on the b dle
il thel H A}S{ zoon as we read the note, the awful truth flashed up inoiir,?mere
ias, man had been left by this i i
Y ‘ comradess to die oEAV
l::k atcup of water, or even bury him after he was dé:éthog}tz": :f'rlznd_to .
{ at the elephant. 23rd- - Bill Blue and b dive himad =g & gocd
on in order to get to Salt Lake city in ti e T S hae
B igiin | i Tt lom vl yﬁm ime for the ce]-.ebration whixh comes off
places: th S nich we passed through,is certainly on of the curi
sixte;;; & i:ezegoagt :Elmflihas bad as can be,crossed the strean fifteen tim::s:in
‘ . e 0 g ineg & al
Lliey mifond foet d564 Eaois ese ¢ rossings 3rc two dead horses side by side,where
e s D S gging at a wagon , Vhen we got out of this holl
i ¢ Feather river, and in forty five miles we i wi il g
gons encamped with them Pan #ha =2 o we came up with.a hwadn ado e
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ing,in order that we might get to the city.in good time,and traveled about
eight miles,vwhen we came to another Kanyon,which let us down to Salt Lake Valley
This we entered and discoveredthat we had never seen any bad roads compared
with this one. As usuall a stream of wateBjitins through the whole length of it,
which is six miles: and in that distance,the road crosses the stream thirty
three times . The points or spurs cf t.he mountains come to gether like the
teeth ofi a steel tra:p.t.he road passing around each touth, I think that thers are
places hére wherd the ~never shines, but where lofty pines an« fur trées
grow in all'th ridey. Some small ‘oaks Are seen struggling. i‘or their 'liifg,
pbut their appédrance is : : '
Here too ‘t.he I

th beautiful and rich- nob. withstanding all thii
i ‘road |, mist have g’a.vmch greater stoek of patirg ide.
_Ot_swear the bittons off of Wigx coat, for if the:

had known of A
not only cursed ) 3
were too smart to go ‘the overland route. Wh:.lst. watching the- progreas of some

teams akhong gide. of us,, the i‘o]_'l.o.v:n.ng lines presented: themselves to my mind:

Bod help the am who has to travel

~ Between these piles of .rock and gravel,

And he,whose team does not pull. well

At onee had better be in Hell

:Mow 4f, perchance you over set

“Tt's up akein you'll never get,

‘But go down you roll,God khods where,

And he'll not tell, for he ne'er wwas here

-For such & place was never seen,

For such a jplace was Never' seen, -

Except by men tike us so gresn .

To see what poor foo;s,could. find
But as I was throuzh the Kanyon, and -the: great city within gight, though it was
seven milesoff. I shall nét Soom forget with what feelings of pleasure I
looked upon that town and surrouridings +flelds ¢f grain. What a contrast
betWeen this and the sandy desért,black hills and rigid mountains,over which
we had been traveling for the a.st sixty five days.~ Blue and I rode up thé
valley,vwhen our attentions were attracted by a wegon with stars and stripes,
some two thousand miles from the spot where it was first raised by a banii of
pafriots as a signal for the death of tyranits. We arrive in the city and
stopped at: a private house, as there were no public houses in this place, Ws
bought a pie and half pound of cheese for which we paid a dollar and fifty dents
after which we went to the church or bowéry,as they called it. This is a
building one hundred feet long, and sixty wide which was filled full and asmany
outside, all appearing to be happy,judgeing from bhe . frequent and vehement.
cheering the speaker received. It was just showing the contrast between their
present situation and what was three years ago,when they wére driven from their
homes at Nauon, and their wiv es and children were forced imto the wilderness
without food to sustain them, one half the journsy compelled to live on roots
and hzops. When arrived at their jJourney's end,had not enough food to keepp
‘them alive without being compelled to kill their omen on which they depended
for their next years crop. "And now said the speaker ,afber describing the
sufferings of the trip,"Look around you and behold your fields of grain,your
cattls, and your pleasant homes— no starving children ask for bread when there
was none to give; no strong man sinks by the way side for the want of food,but
all have plenty and to spare. Our enemies have come to us for br ead and we
have freely given it to them" During this speach, tears and applause played
their parts alternately., The speaker wad indeed eloguent. President Young,
also addressed the meeting in a speach of good.sound sense,and of considerable
length, The most noble sisht was a wagon for this occasion,to which were
attazhed twenty four horses ,and in which were twelve young girls dressed in
white,twelve yound men all dressed alike, and t welve old men and eight ‘man
of the band with drivers/ which is all made forty six,being the largest erowd
that I had even seen in one wagon



(10) but it wes large enough to hold them easys A
goog toasts drank,and some first rate sim- ias" __In-$he afternoon there wese same
part of this large assembly werethe ladi:g :;ngﬁbubt:ot i List S RoIeatarR
i o
?a;gogﬁth zzeghd.o_not dress very fine ‘I‘he:i.t-'dre.ssesrl a.rzr;e:;ree:c?e very handsome
o o e in the shape that God made them:for I su 24 noticed they
hips,as for wool or raw eott 3 ashed zround them to mak
country. The meeti en, it is out of the question,in th e darges
25th—Th;.s e meeting passed off quietly, as I did not ses_m is part of the
b toningmk I called on Captain Stansberry,a gen‘ble:zaz t out h
his opion dn r e a survey of the valley. The c’;bject. of ° sent out here by the
e o 1.‘;-'Lgau'd. te tht two routes to the mines, as *I;he*:;:-new e o to learn
and the other tﬁ"‘ e are two, one is called the short cut-off -arhe two routs to
entToman s Be old or northern route., I found Mr .St ansgr astening route,
Ene cut-o;,e f,a: ;szarf:eail tl{e information he conld,a;ld adviszgrxiem;gt :f 231{
e > v ur lives and propert, = e
ne:ﬁzgstoaﬁnety miles of.desert. to croi ,githgafoza::rsaid"there Bcs Jeom
el thefr commﬂ Enhe same information,I concluded to lay :; gﬁs’and a8 W e
B e s e oy e e e B Tt e oo e
wpatsix rood ound the eity to be very handsomely laid e &t e
com;ng from :’h:igﬁ'fﬁn easghaﬂd west thro! which ther:lar:wtrunn, : ’The. :b ity sour
. ountain. This was wat = mning streams of wat
beside ik : . er used for drinking er
s ng l; 01t’i::m be turned 3111;0 the gardens,vhen ever the and all other purposes:
R e B A I b B b 2 it Pt e
council houseow;_l The Goveners house is a very goo two ste g 8o 4 5°°d build-
seady %6 ive’a 80 the bat.l_x house,are good buildings Theory brick building: the
ety b ey ot Lo i o sk 5 o T o ret
L ome acquainted with > a great many
:gg:: :;2 rtr l:tp and its sufferings,amen said g:athzigogd,é}nd as we were talking
gl ock spoken of a few days ago, He said h rain left a man to die-
oig,had a wife and four childr r id he was from Jo Davis count
him because he wa en,and was his near meighbor SR #
time t6 ask hi s not able to ride any further. This msn sl ,and said he left
AP bt oy I found & mormon hunting up the fact oped off before I had
evening thergoaﬁgstz pub%iggl(but’ 2ll this 1s going the #se:].algdthe :'as‘)i‘mim he
etig 1n,. W grea 1 in the city Dr--and I thou route.) This
e en the hour arri ought that we could
of ladie ived,we entered the r ul
oF S26ar i gt Sy Ha v oF st 39 G e Fick ke
il ol e e am not perfect in art,there might h AREE RHL
e ‘ ¢ sever)l hasds of Bhe chuisoh might have been some slight
e timeo'foth: remark the brothers made yesterday fdtxe;his :allhan],: whish put me
Vo wond daﬁreybizd a time to dance. He was Pra.y;.ng and it ed God that they
26th~ The t:a.ms i izh:flderds took a shake with the ﬂockh::ﬁh'f'wg;t?gphasized
the arrangement encamred on the bank R
e s. My horse got si s of the river Jordon, as 1
sive him he ran off and H got sick today,and while Bluewent p 08 L Bade
eddington and Alugwent %o got ammething
aight,but could not find him, B 27t _I have been hynting him until late i
and laid beforethem all & h This morning we ot th
told them they mi;ht; S 3’;3 ;nfOrmation I had in relatioi to 'tgebz{:: to”%éthm‘
a votewhich resulted i ich wey they would go.  Aft : routes,and
‘ in the cut=-off - . er some discussion th
Ve £ er way. Ogle and I P is our Doctor left
. Vot e O o pounds of flour and b vas worth 35 oo
Fest 1ot I sob iwe"?rs a few pounds of bacon to sell whicl:..t was worth 25 cents a
Lie hard dusfo Wﬁic;:&;‘; :evengy—six dollars for three hundredhzigeg us out, The
ion't seem to ur currency here,and-t our pounds, in
o8 be of mch ’ o see the way it is har g
a% ‘homey standi ach account? I could not help thinki s handled,it
: 3 inking of 2
fer pay for ing behind their counters wati P g of our merchants
what he had al A ing for a customer to b
more monsy here th ready got, while here it is j uy more or pay
Dried a e than any thing else;you can s justthe reveerse, There is
Lt thatpgiiz ar% a ready sale at f;.-om sixtysaln!?os: anything at your own price,
to start*’l‘hee{;o e got what we wanted regardless :?‘eti cars W pounds <o MEC. dos
i i b g biamsslvey through Levi g eyt sl Moo
b ! sbutter & ¢, for which they paid f ard, in order to get

_‘u-'-i.: o ..-J. .. 4
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(u)t.imea ,ho butter at that. It is Saturday evening and we have 2ll eoncluded
to rest for a few days before we start; We also are in good health now= ~no sick-
ness in the eity. 28the" Attended ehurd ,where I found a large eongregation
of people,and heard Rev.Mr.Pratt preachaisermon from the words, * Lord wiltt _
seb up thy kingdom at this time," He delivered a very able discourse, and i saa
fine speake; he proved, to his own satisfagion,at least that the Lord had set up
His kingdom in Salt Lake City and. that ths Mormons are his only loyal subjects.
Eldas, Christ and Joe Smith were very great men in their time; the last two nomed

had both died for the house of lsrael, and that ment all, provided all belonged
to the mormon church, They,like the balance of the churches, think all wrong but
themselves. The sermon being over, the Clerk announced to the people that several
had been taken up, that others had strayed away,that some money had been found
and that articles could be bought at imagrant wagons; also that Mr. Estells goods
had come, and were now ready for sale ,etc., We were then dismissed with God's
blessing and the balance of the day was spent in trading with the brethern; to
one I sold s trunk, to another some dried fruit,and another some tobacco; so upon
the whole the day was spent very plezantly and profitably, atleast to the outer
man. 29%th- I pgot my horse back teday; he had been without food or water for two
daysand is badly used up. The boys are getting ready to move on and will leave in
the morning some of them are hauling their wagons aeress Jordan while others

are standing on the banks ¥ ahd cast 2 wiahful eye, tonCyliforniaks gelden land

Where all our prospects lie;Filled with suspense, their doubting souls Can no
»onger stay, Tho' Jordan's stream between them rolls ¥With gad in hand they drive
away. = This evening an imagrant died .from stabs he received from a fellow emigr-
a2 ntjcholera ean't kill them fast enough and men help a little. 30th- «The teams
&1l start again this morning, it is like taking a new start, only worsem for we
Lave taken this road against the advise of all who know anything aboutt it, We
have no guide,and certain it is, that we have a desert to cross 70 to 80 miles
wide without grass or water, but to our minds the other route is worse,for so
many cattle have passed o¥er ity that the grass must be all cut down, and it is
only starve our cattle any how= In fact we have very little to encourage us

..bn our long,tiresome,and soul trying journey; but we move on and sing,"0,
California,that's the land for me=," 3lst- I left the city in company with
Thomas Wright and H.Burnett, and I must e.m,it went hard to leave a place where I
had been treated so kindly. But we erossed our Jorden ,and wag again on our
weary way to the land of gold Twenty miles travel brought us te the lake which

is a grand body of waler,and a pleasant bathing place, The Mormons make their
sall here Agter traveling 40 miles we overtook our train where they encamped,and
again met our old friend Sawyer,fromiissouri,who is a good traveling compgnion

The grass ig good here, Aygust 1= being informed by guides whom we met this
morning on their return from having conducted a party of emigrants out,ten days
ago,that we musteut grass here to tzke acress the desert,and that it was only 28
miles distnt we went to work and cut grass and sid some cooking,after which we
traveled 12 miles and encamped for the night at a brackish spring, A1l the water
is so salty we can hardly use it. This night we slept in the open air for the
first timebut we slept as fine and sound as though we were in bed. 2nd.—There
vwere some more dust and worse roads today than commonly, and but little water.

. e passed one spring where we halted for dinner,but it was the poorest
water for drinking I ever tasted,it being very salty, After a long drive through
aburning sunwith no other water,we encamped at the foot of a mountain, vhere is
one of the best springs we have passed for a long time. This evening,my horse gave
out,end I could scarcely get him into camp;l was very little better, for I have
Lever before suffered so much for want of water, We are now cloge to the desert
anc there being good bunch grass here we intend to sraze owr dattle until tomorrow

evening. =~ 3rd-n DBogg' poney is missing this morning,and the =

probabilily is that the Indians have stolen it,as they are all around

and througi our camp; they are the Utah tribe,very poor and almost nsked
some quite so. This evening ,we drove downseven miles to the last fresh water
this side of the desert ,and encamped for the night.



(12) Filled our water vessels with water,to last azcross the desert,and drove
fourteen miles to a mountain,which is an introduction to the Desert,where we
encamped. Here is sa spring but miserable water; we dug a ditch for our cattle
to drink out of,and while some of us were guarding the cattle,Heddington killed
the largest rattle snake we have ever seen,right by our bed. 5th~ Ve are now
sbout to try the great desert,- at daylight are watering our cattle- all hands
busy getting ready- some of the thinking ones doubting that we will get one
yoke of catile over., At twelve o'clock all is ready- we are under way,and toilé
ing up the sides of a very steep mountain. In places we have to hold our wagons -
with ropes,te prevent their upsetting. Uhen we got to the foot on the other side
we rested ouwr catile,and took some supper. In dn hour we started on our nights
journey. At twelve o'clock we came to a very steep stoney hill,which was diff-
icult of ascent, out twe o 'elock we passed a wagon on the other side of the
rogd,with three men it, one of whom was very sick; they had but one pint of
water and was morethan fifty miles 1o the other side of the desert. We put the
sick men in my wagon and went on., 6the At se ven ofclock this morning, we
stopped to feed and rest our cattle and take a little refreshment ourselves,

We havetraveled about forty miles, The desert at this place as far as we can -
see looks like the botitom of a lake, or lagge body of water,that had dried up.
Here I had a very severe pain in my side and back® At first I thought it was

from fatigue, but’ after the teams sbarted,I found that I was getting sick . I
started to catch the teams, but they traveled f asterthan I could,when I got on
my horse and after giding some fifteen miles,came upon them. By this time I

was very bad,not being able to get into the wagon without help:but Ogle and
Heddington were soon at werk on me,and after giving me some pills I got a little
better. All this time every man was @iriving as though the devil was after them;
there was no time to stop,even for men to die, We were going along,we get a
woman carrying water back to her husband who had gone back to hunt a wagen tire
he had losi: She got to him in time to save his life, as he had lain down to

die for the want of water. We passed Mrs, Hall on the road who had been left by
her husband to watch the wagon,while he drove ths cattle out for water,which he
expected to find within fifteen miles,but when he got started,it was forty
miles, In the meantime she got out of water,and when we passed some of our boys
gave her a quart. We eame to the point of rooks where we were told we could find
water,but was again informed that it was twenty five miles yet; but here a man
had some to sell,for one dollar per gallon, I told the boys to fett & gallon,
but we had plenty without it.. The boys are doing their best to get through,
although I was dangerously ill, and this was no place for a sick man. At one
o'clock at night we drove into gamp where there was plenty of water,after passing
over a desert of ninety miles in thirty five hourrs,with heavy loaded wagens.
Some fifteen miles back we left five steers and one wagon, the boys say they
will be up in the morning. After I got into camp and my medicine took effect, I
felt much better and went to sleep, T7th- I found my self lying along side of

& good spring of water= feel much better, Here we found ¥Mr Hall making arrange=
ments to get water to his wife on the desert; Owr boys getting ready to take
water out to the sufferers; Heddington and Wright have got up a team with one
hundred and twenty gallons of water,whle Ogle,Davis and S.Millikan have staptéd
back on foot,with water in sacks.Ogle has eight gallons on his baek, There are some
hard tales coming in,in regard to suffering. This evening I had my wagon moved
out one mile from the erowd and am now able to walk again. Grass is very géarce
abd if it wes not for the water it would be desert. Here is a burning mountain
Emigrants coming in at all hours, some tell hard tales of the suffering of those
sett on the desert,many of whom have been relieved by our boys whe met them and
gave them water Ogle went out about twenty five miles and sewveral cases that were
=bout to die; one man could not speak,another had be ¢ n drinking his own urine;
e also found the man egnd his wife who lostthe wagon tire. This time they were
both out of water,and the man about gone, but Ogle was in time to save-him. they
gior %0 camp to-day . H.Bur nett, R.Stewart,Rowes'! boys I.SmithIs mess, one of
“w 18 and John Robinson are leaving their wagons to pack through on their owen

§ ‘1-"'_‘-'-':';-: na2ve el)l got back,aiter distributing one hundred and forty gallons of
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(13) gthedle are ready to start,and Brown, a man whe aaid he would guide a party
of the imigrants through the cut-sff for 2 sum of money,and told then that he
would show them water every tw enty five miles, in in camp. The train was large
having some women and children. They do not prepae water for more than twenty five
miles,vwhen, in faect, it is ninty one miles, The report of the sufferings of this
is horrible; it is said that women and children are screaming for water,while the
men are carrying it to them in every possible manner, God alone knows what they
do with Brown when they all get in, We left and came to a thirty mile desedt,
over vhich ge travel at nisht. 10th~ We are not quite across the desert yet. At
At noon we camg to a spring of very posr water This is the herdedt looking coume
tpy on the globe; no water,no grass no timber,and nothing but a lot ef naked

Indians,of the Shoshenees tribe,the first we have seen. Some imigrants have just

come up,who tell us that the cholera is very bad at the last spring beyond the
great desert; four dead,t.so are dying,and four or five eases coming across. This -
is certainly a pleasant situation- the cholera behind, a desert in front; no grass
in the centre,and sick besides. Well we started see the elthant. , and the sooner
the better., We gtarted on,and after travelingg till 10 O'clock at nizht, we
found grass and water at the foot of a mountain, lZhe Yesterday we laid in
camp all day to let our cs@tlefeed ,2s we only find grass once a week., This morn-
ing we started,and the first thing was desert of fifteen miles,then we came to a
mountain,at the foot at which we encamped. 13 & l4th-~ Nothing of importance-same
kind of eouniry, but this evening we %ave to vwhere there is gome good water and
grass, Here is a fine stream of water,three or four feet desp runnin down from
tho mountains.  15th~ Our roat leads south,along the foot of the mountain, at
the top of vhich is snow,and where we found a lot of warm springs,that are great
curiogities, These springs are of different sizes and shapes;some are reund like
a kettle; others are square. The heab from this watpr ranges from bleod to boil-
ingheat- one of them thirty yards square, the water of whixh boils all the time;
we called it the boiling lake. Grass grows colse to the edge of these springs

and the water in them is very clear ,some of them being from twenty to thirty

feet deep Taking this valley altogether, it is the finest we have seen in this
great bason, and far exceeds the Salt Lake Valley; plenty of water and grass and
some timber, After traveling twemty miles, we again encamped at the foot of this
mountain, near a large gap. 6th S.Millikan our hunter Hedrick,and myself,took
twogune a nd went through the gap in the mountain,as we all thought we were just
at the point where the road wouldd turn round the mountain to the north,and we
expected to be with the train at noon., After traveling ten miles up and down
the mountains,we got through and found that ww were forty miles ahead of the
teams By looking along the back side of the mountain, we could see where the
road came. through but I could not make the balance of the boys believe that we
were so far ahead.,and instead of going back,we erossed the valley, During the
day,wegt parted,Millikan gnd I were tegether,and Jeffres and Hedriek -3 by foubor
*clockithe boys began te think that we were wrong,and Jeffres and Hedrick put
back to the train while Millikan and I at his requé-" ,went on. It was near sun-
down and we were thining about lying down in the grass for the night when Sam saw
& plece of paper sticking at the side of the read,stating that two Indians had
been killed, and that they we e watching the road, to kill all the white men

who were caught in small parties. This stired us up and we went on., We had no
coats and nothing to eab all day. There were no signs of a train ahead,so we
were in a tight place, It was now dark and as Sam and I were moving along slowly

» Wo headd and Indian whiskle,and then a dog bark; this gave us new life, and now
We were not tired,but stepped off quickly,but we were soon worn down, as we had
r'r:::*mre].ed. some forty~iwo miles and thought,come what would,we would lay down,when -
“of saw a light, This gave us new hope,and after traveling three miles further,we
found some old friends encamped withognumber ef others,who told us we had made

& narrow escape, as the whole country was full of Indians, They made us aa bed
anc we went to sleep . L7th~ Vhen we got up,this morning,the men kept us all
night, gave us some breakfast. They told us we were sixty miles ahead of the train
:ng that four or five men had been killed by the Indians in the gap through we

2@ come yesterday,and one of the men who had made his escape was in camp, They
831d we would risk our lives if we attempted to go back by ourselves.
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(14) Here was a fix;aixth miles from owr train,nothing to eat and only one gun,
OQur friends said they were hard run for provisions,but would de what they could
forus, so we concluded to go with them to St. Mary's River,where we could wait
more safely until our train came up, About the time we were ready to start, a man
ecame into camp and said that a party of Indians were encamped over the bluffs, " -
sbout five miles from us,uho had about thirty horses in their possession. A move
was made in camp that we would give them a fizht, and take their horses from them
as the Indlans stole them from the whites, In tweniy minutes we had twenty men
who were willing to go,my self among that number; after I had got Sam's gun and
pistol, he went on with the team, In the erowd was Naylor, the man who had made
his escapeyesterday. He had been out with some of his friends,to find the bodies
of the murd ered men,but could not find them: he was so badly scared wien the
Indians were after him,that he did not know the place when he saw it again, In our
march out,he gave the history of the murder and his escape. He said that himself
and five others were packing on mmles, and when they came te the gap,they knew it

woudd be a cut-off and went that was; and when they got through,came to
an Indian camp, ' The Indians were very fri endly,and iir, Barns offered to trade his
shot-gun for a mule;the trade was made, We had several other trades with them,
and had no guns left they then showed us the road and told us th: truth and we
started on; but they followed us down the branch, Barns who was behind the stream
£i1linf his canteen was shot dead with the gun they hzd jist got. They then raised
the yell, opened fire upon us; Saul was shot in the back with an arrow as hee
rajsed the hill,but still kept running and was last seen going to intothe mountain:
the other three were on horse back, I was (he said)running by the side of
the mare that Anderson was riding,when a ball struck him in the back of his neck
and came out unden his chin. He fell dead,and I got on his mare and started; three
Indians followed me on horsesi,and kept up a constant fire, but I got away- The
last I saw Stewart and the other men they had stopped,and were begging for their
lives., By the time Naylor had finished his story,which we found to be true,we had
got up near the gap, I told the boys that , if was the place, we had betier go
and hunt the bodies of the murderzd men and bury them,to which théy all agreed,
When we came up,the first thing we found was Barn's body,stripper naked,his head
nearly cut off,and en looking areounc we found the other three, We now agreed
to leave them ,and go hunt the Indians; so we went forabout five miles but could
not find them. Ve then parted owr our company,and ten of us went back to
bury the dead,while the others went on in search of the Indiana., On our retwrn
we buried the bodies the best we could; they were all naked and very much disfigured
Stewart was shot between the eyes,another by the side of the mouth; it wwas indeed,
& horrible sight,and when I looked around, I discovered that we passed within q
few hundred yards of them yesterday. We started back swearing nengence on all
Indians, Late in the evning we all met again, som e five miles from the road znd
after marching a little further we saw some Indians at a fire, but as soon as they
saw us they put out their fire and went into a thicket, Ve came up and commenced
& reconoitre, when they raise a yell and commenced to fire on us,which we soon
returned. The ball now opened in earnest. The arrows flew thick and fast on one
side,vhile the other rolled in the lead, lhile the fight was going on the Indians
kepf_' up one of the most terrific yells I have ever heard or ever hope to hear
2zain; but after a short tim: the noise stopped,and it was found that several of
the red skins had bit the dust; at least as many as they killed yesterday. It was
no+ sundown ,and we drew off our forces,satisfied with our first fight. 18th- =
1 had my arrongements to go on with this company, as I was afraid to go back alene,
but just as I was ready td start s two men came alonz; that had been cau ght inthe
S=ne trap that we were, They said if I would go along they would go back,which
4 conciuded 1o do, After traveling sixteen miles back I met our train,and found
;hat Ogle had started out with a party to find us,but they had given us up for
b:;t 1 ceme on with the train and we encamped at the same place,l did the night
ando‘re‘,whmh makes the third night that I hace encamped on almost the same ground,
Weiked eighty-five miles in two d ays on twe meals. 19th~ <Ogle and I and
several others went to the battle ground,where we found but one Indian,the talance

hf"“'ing been carried off. This fellow shot one of our horses in the flank with an
Zrrow, just before he fell.
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(15)fe found in their camp Barn's ramred and knife:a scabbard and ome pair of soeks
pelonging to the murdered men, I forgot to say that the men were fromiicHenry
county Illinois— - We all started out on owr jo weny again today- owr hunter
killed two deer,one very large. This evening we came to a great kanyon down vhich
the road passes,where we encamped and found good grass, 20-th- We traveled down
the Kanyon,over a road that is as bad as 2 road ean be, A1l that I sais in reiard _
to Salt Lake Kanyon,might be applied te this one,except the water is deeper, After
hard driving,and hard swearing,we get through and encamped, just at sun-down
After I was in camp I found that I had stood a litile toomuch, My old pain came
pack to me,making a charge that 1 dould notstand, and for the first time in my -
1ife, I thought I was sick enough to die. I was like a mad man all night; the
Doctor came to me bhfcould not help me any. 2lst - - I was no betterr this
morning, and found that I had sprained my back lifting at the wagon in the Kanyon
The Doctor bled me,which releived me from my pain for the first time in fifteen
hours, but I was stillvery sick. The train remained in camp all day on my account,
Here Millikan got back to the train,., 22nd- - Was some betber,and thetrain started

onand came to Humboldt or St Mary's River and the old road that leads to

Fort Hall. Upon the whole, we missed it it very much by taking the cut-off as it
is the longest,and more than half the road is desert. The cholera is still behind
us.. 29th- We are braveling down this God forsaken river,with bad water and peor
grass,sometimes noneand thus it has been since the 22nd inst, Behind us,many are
dying with the cholera,and every day we see some poor devil begging for some-thing
to eat, 3ome of the meases in owr Train are living on half rations; Cod only
knows what it will be before we get through. SEPTEMBER 2nd- We came to what is
called a great MEADOW,, HICH IS ABCUT FOURTEEN MILES LONG,ANH aTford s enough grass
to supply all the cattle in the States/ Frank baked our lagt flour ,and after
that will have to eat beans and pork.and beef,many have not got that, 3rd~ We
stopped yesterday and let our cattle graze,and to~day we st arted on down the river

to cubt grass Lo take across the desert. This is the one the boys crossed last
year, We fell in with a2 new tribe of Indians called the Pigutes,who are going
to the mins, and are very friendly I was at their camp and they gave me some of
their food,which consisted in part, of wild sunflower seed that grews in this
country. They parch it,mix it with a seed which resembles cheat,then grind it
between stones when, it is ready for use, The Indian ghildren seem to walk at
& youngr age than the whites,and it is very amusing to see a number of these little
larks todding about, A4th= A&fter driving down the river we cut grass,for which wwe
had to wade water te the knee,and then pack the grass on our backs for nearly a
quarter of a mile, We stayed here all night and tomorrew start on the desert.
5th- We gtarted early and drofe dewn to the sink, whikth is a large lake or pond
mixed with alkali, and when stirred up is death te the cattle, The first cage of
cholera we have seen since we left Big Sandy was here,although is has been but a
short distance .»s for two weeks., A man died toeday at the sink; and where we
-Stayed _night. -before last,there are several cases. At twe o'cleck we started on
the desert,and got along well for a few miles,but soon found out that our eattle
were giving out on aecourit of bad water and grass they had to est and drink, Wse
pushed on until night,when we left nine head of cattle. By this time we began %o
5€e the elephant in earnest, At ten o'clock we found a man Yying at the side of
the road,uhere he had been left by his comrads to die; he begged us for God!s
szke to take him into our wagon: I was making arrangdments to do so when Ogle,
who had been unwell ycame staggering up to my wagen{ the balance were all bhead)
and he szid hc had given ouf,and felt very sick, I told him to get into the wagon
waich he did, I now had twe sick men in my wagen,Blue and Ogle,so I coudd do
nothing for the dying man. One of our men stayed with him and got him into a
wagon in another train. About twelve o'clock we found that » unless we could stop
andlrest. our cattle,they would give out. UWe stopped and let them lay down in their
chains, This was certainly the most trying night of my life- Ogle sick,cattle
z';“? miles ginking all arou.d me; -hile every fifteen of twenty minutes I heayr
ov;ro_{ the boys calling out s "Robinson, another steer down;" but this is going the
25 and route. 6th— Our cattle having rested,we started at daylicht and drove

ONg until twelve o'clock,when they began to fag afain, Ve hers cencluded to
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{16} leave 3 wagon and d ouble teams,and unhooking from my wagon we left it
standing and drove en. We how come to where we we could have a geod view of the
animal, Here the ground was almost covered witk the dead and dying stock;
wagons and 21l kinds of property, and whole trains had left everything, and the
men walked away., Let and Johnston left some fifteen wagons in one place, A
company that were traveling behind us buried a man toeday. The hardest sight wap
to see the cattle standing and 1lying around dieing for the want of water, In a
‘¢ircle of one bundred yards, I counted twenty five cattle that had fallen, in every
position,some on top of each ether.,some in wagon beds and gome tied to forsaken
wagons. We found what we had been told by the Mormons was too truethat there is
enough dead stock of the desert teo bridge it from one side to the other,a distance
of forty five miles, The number of wagons that have been left,is put down by a1}
that I have heard speak en the subject,at not less than twenty five hundred,and
Bhe ‘worse is yet to be told., lmn for the last ten days of more have been liwing
on half rations,and drinking the worst water in the world In this situation, the
cholera has come down upon them,andstout men wilt dewn befors this monster disease
like tender plants in a sgcourching sun, Almost every wagon has a sick,dying or
dead man in it The wagon tokks the man in last night off the roadside,has had twe
casa of eholera to-day,and at one o'clock they came to get me to lay out and gew
up in his blanket,one who had just died; I went and done se,and in a few hours a
gtout man was undy the sand, in one of the most desolatee countries on God's
foot stool., About cne e'clock I came across a man from Dayton,Ohio,sick named,
George Decker,whom we tool into our wagon and went on, It was not long until we
found we would have to leave all our wagons,and drive our cattle te water,across
the desert; At two «''clock we hitched eight yoke of oxen to one wagon, and left
the rest on the desert, We took the two sick men,and all the boys were atross
W except S ¢ Millikan, A-Wenden,F.Niterhouse and my self,sho remained to watch the
wagons, As I felt agsured the cattle would get across safe, I spent a comfortable
night. 7th- There being a spring abouit five miles distant,those who remained
on the desert concluded that while we were waiting for eur teams we would try a
speculation,by carrying water back to lerishing imigrants and perishing ,and -
stock to save them, This spring issues out of the bank of a lake @n the desert,
about one and a half miles to the left of the read,but it is so far across the
desert that it ecannot offer much relief bo the imigrants. We went and got twenty
five gallons of water and soon met with oppertunities t o get releived of some
of ~ur burden: men came along,some with money and some without it; if he had none
we gave him a drink,if he had we made him pay for it. We saved two steers and
sold then for ten dollars, and sold five dollars worth of water; but Ogle sent
our teams out se soen that it broke up our speculation= we were back with the
water,l met Estel of Western Missouri,with his train; he told me that he had just
buried four men,and that ome more would dice this night. He being out of water
We gave him about two gallons of vater,enough to last them amross. Thers now
wagons passing every moment,with one or two cases of cholera in them Four of owr
cattle that we left behind,came acreoss in the night and got water but they were
hot worth much-we sold them from three to fifteen dollars Owr teams can e at
fowr o'clock and we hitched up to get to water this night, which we d id at 12 __
o'clock; but as we could not find the other boys we let the cattle lie in thair
chains. The scenes wnich I have witnessed within the past forty-eight houss,
are the cap-sheaf of this whole trip To sees the destruction of property,the
sui_?fering of both man and beast,the hundreds of horses,miles and oxen,standing,
L-ing ofp tied to the wagons,dying from day to day,and yet alive:again,to see
. and famlies,pome rich,soms very small children, all wanting water,cr some-
*O eat; the eare worn faces and looks of dispair, is heart sickening., When I for=-
8st these gaights it will be when I ceage to remember everything on earth., HT
th%’ is going to California tha ovsrland route. 8th- We started at daylight to
;ir ive up to where the other boys wereencamped, about two miles from the towm er
“rading post,situated at the edge of the desort,and known by the name of Rag-
“oo, and sometimes Baby-town,from the fact the first night after the foit was
;f‘ablishad two children were born in it. Here I bought ninety pounds of flour
q;_'?S cents a pound and bacon a dollar a pound. S.Millikan and myself paid a dollar
>ece for our suppers,and only got half rations at that.
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(17) After we all got together again;and gev swse QelPyityve startid ow tean,
Onand I came back te get some thinga thad ve neededy 3 found Nr BsSsel'y men very
bad; one more had died and five mere were widh Gbe e¥slera, One young man
from Indiana,by the name ef Palin with vhom 3 agadiied on the river,scemed
to let me 1ge with a great deal of reduabtandipide D2l ¢Rarted with the Clinton
county boys) I thought that he would die vhea I lofS,0¢ he gy very badjbutrd

but I left the place which I considered ths most deselafe cn 2]l God's feolestesl
At four o'clock Ogle and I eame up with owrp traingwhere they had halted to graze

the eattle; this is the first gmss that some of our eattle had since we started en

the desert;and we are about to start on another 15 mile desert to-night,,vhich
will take all night te eross., To-day,l saw two men buring a child- the old and -
the young all fare alike on this trip. At six efcleck we started acress the desert,
end drove till 12 eo'clock at night,and then stopped till five,to rest owr cattle
and men/ This is the second night that I have not slept a bit. 8th~ «We gbruck
the Carson river again after traveling up it for some time,we got good grass,where
we stayed @1l diy to graze our cattle, There were two trading posts here,and &
great many wagons encamped. This evening I went a half a mile below to get a htlf
of a beef which we had bousht,and while we were cutting up the meat,three graves
Wapediug within a hundred yeards of me; one man whe was put in his blanket,and laid
out on the grass,turned over on his face,just as they were about to bury him,and
he did not die until severgl hours zfterwards., On my way back to the train,l meb
two wagons,in which there were seven cases of chelera; some of them at point of
death, Buttmen om this trip beceme so hardened, that they pay very little atient=
-ion to anything of this kind; some men were playing the fiddle in hearing of the
dying and about thrde men are about all you see at a burying; a2 man scarcely gets
celd before he is in the grave. Such is the everland route to California, '
9t~ =~ Elevéen of the boys,myself among that number,concluded to leave the train
and go en foot; we thought we ecould arrive st Hangtown abeut five days ahead of
the train. We got everything ready and off we went in tha deserg whieh we had to
cross, This morning we met taking flour back te the imigrants, and I gave him
fifty dollars for one hundred pounds, After traveling 12 miles this evening,we
encamped for the night under a big tree where we spread our blankels dowm and slept
though Itwas very cold.and windy. 10th- - Started very early and traveled thirty-
six miles,and got to Carson Valley, Nothing of impretance occured. 1llth- ~
Traveled six miles and ceme te a Mexiean trading post,where we get flour for 20¢
pork a2t fifty cents a pound, and whisky at 75¢ per gallen, of all of which we
took a little, At noon we came to a lMormon station, which is s trading post about
the center of the walley,anc standing in a pre tty grove of pine timber. For geod
grass,good timber and good water this is the best vally we have seen., -This aftee=-
noon we overtook the ox packers, D.Loofbhowrrow,Smith,Rowe and McGaffin,all part
of the last line of passanger coaches fr om St Louis; we plafued them about taking
the majl in for them on ewr backs, We traveled thiriy " “ee miles and stopped
for the night- Having left my overcoat behind, I had to ge back for it,which makes
L5 miles for me to-day, 1l4th - « Nifhing of improtonce occured for several
dsys worth note, !/e were now in the mountains,where in somee places on the
read, were nearky cerpendigrlar,and their teps covered with snow= There are a
few minings en this side of the mountains but with sucetess we could not find out.
It is a grand sight, when yom see the tops of the Sierra mountains, and see the
mow drift on flowers and green grass growing at the very edge, From the top
as far as eye can reach, you can see nothing but mountains coved with snow, It
snowed wn vs several times while crossing ,and at the same time we were sweating
from fatigue of traveling up those steep places., At ten o'elock to-day while
descending a mountain,We espied S,cramento val-w in the distancethere We all halt-
ed, formed a ring,teck off our hats,and sent up three harty cheers, And pursued owr
tay, SUNDAY 15- At daylight we had a shower of rain, To~day the advanced guard
of Ogle and Robison'y train arrived at the mines The first house we come te is
called Johnston's Ranch: heure we found a preacher giving the miners a sermon of
the scorching kind. The landlord had packed the bottles gll to one end of the
table, to make room for the Bible and hymn kook. This arrangement played the duce
With the miners, for the old man was pretty windy, and the miners become very dry
but the landlord would not let then have a durned drap till the Sacment was over.
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(18) But to do the miners justice,they de not work of the Sabbath Day; that is,
they don’t dig,but just go prospecting,and but their provisions for the next week
About 5 ofcloch we reached the upper end of Hangtouwn,ahd there Hic k Thomas came -
up to me and took me by surprise, He and George live in & shanty and have a store,
here we all lodged all night; this is the first roof I have lain under since Salt
Lake,and it rained hard this night At this time George is very sick, Hangtown ia
quite a place, it is three miles long from one extrme to th other,the houses are
smalland built along a deep hollow,with the streets ,running with the ravine,are
 very crooked,which makes it a bad looking place,but there is a great deal of bus~
iness done here, 1l6th- dhe boys got some tools and went to work to try theirluck
I went down town, where I found a man,just going to the city,and I gave him five
dollars to let me ride with him, He was a Yorker , and on the road he gave me some
good ideas,he having been in the country ¢ » a year, Ve out up at night at 2
tavern where we got a good supper, and for the firfst time since I left Sall Lake
had a woman to cook and wait on the table, We paid a dollar each for our meals and
I laid on the floor. 17th- After a good breakfast( as good biscuit as I ever ate)
We: started on to the city. We passed many taverns on the road, made of rough
boards,covered with canvas- miserable hard looking places for the rainy season,
About sunset we arrived at the far famed city of Sacramento,and it is a great place
18th- After a hard nights rest, for which I paid a dollar, I got up and started
down to see the town., Isaw here,for the first timesomething like a ship with a -
number of other different looking erafts and vessels, After I gol some breakfast,

I thoughtl would try the post office,and went round and and set down by the window
to wadt until it was open, thinking I was the first man, After sitting there one
hour ,the offie opened and another man said he was first, So I had to go back to

the tail end of the line, that had gathered,which was some thirty yarHs long

and wait two hours longer. My turn came at last and I found some letters, I went
next to the stock market,where I saw atleast ten men selling at one time,at auction
horseg, mules,cattle,alse wagons and all kinds of property. The traders on the
road told us that the wagens were not worth anything but I feund them selling .'from
one hundred to one hundred ang fifty dollars. I next went out to look round the
operations at the garivy houses,which are carried on largely. Money is plenty here
andbets run from ten cents to ten thousand dellars;here the ladies have their.
seats at the table,aand bet with as much ease as the greatest black-~legs;hers 1
have secer a lagy losse all her money she had,and then bet the ring off her finger,
with which she won a small pile, They are mostly Mexiwan women but there are some
Chinese gnd Americgns. 1 have now made a trip over the plains,and am at my jour«
neys end. I have seen the elephant,all ever. I have secen more sickness,suffering,:
pain,sorrow and death within the last four months, than I even expected to see in
my life,if I should livethree score and ten I have seen a grest number of stout
men,sone of my traveling companions, fall around me like leaves in the winter, I

I have seen the father and nusband die,while gathered arond him his poor help-
less family,far from their homes and families,with famine staring them in the face
I have seen him die,far from the wife and childeen he loved,and his only wish was
to seem before he died. I have seen father,son and brother shiot down by the :
merciless syvage, and their bodies lefy.*o blister in the summtil found and buried
by the hand of sbrangers. I h ve seen the grave of the man cof ssventy, and the
corpse of the child three years old. I hyve seen men left by the sile of the

road to did,without a friend to give them a cup of water; and there thcy have died
and strangershav: chvered their bodies~ I have rhe man who was used to plenty b
home, starving for bread. I hpve seen intimage friends quarrel and fight,and
father ahd son separate with bitter angry feelings towards each other. I have seen
man, who at home, was trying te save men's gouls by preaching,sending his own to
hell, by drinking and swearing, = All this I h,ve seen ,and much more that never can
be told, Suffering in the way is not alljnumbers get here,within sight of the
promiged land,and then, like old Hopes,bow their heads and die,after sacrificing
2ll that was dear on earth They have sacrificed home,friends,and property and
after a long and soul-trying journey hpve laid down gand died; and instead of
digging for geld,some one digs a hole to cover their dead bodies., 411 their
hopes ,nd fond anticipations zo down to thelr prave with them.
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43 to thecountry, or the nerthern part through which I have seen, there is nothing
desirable about it,except the geld whjch appears plenty but hard te get on
account of it being acattered over the country, You may dig up & pan fu 11 of
along the ravines,and you will get some gold in 4t even then you set six or
eighit dollars a day. As for living in this country,it is too poce for man,beast ob
the devil., The hilla are go poor and parched up that they can scareely hold up
the rocks on their tops. I w,s re,dinf Henry Clay's spach, on the 13th of March
last, on his compromise B3ill in which he expressed the opinion that the imigrants
to C,lifornia, like those to Lounsing, will in ninty cases out of a hundred become
permanent citzens. If Clyy were to come out here he would take that back, for
it appears to me that he Just as well link heaven and hell in the same speech,
as Loulsiana and California. I have never seen , man yet, among all the vase
crowd that are here,who thinks of remaining longer than he can make a raise;
and all that some ask is enough to go home on.
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