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FORTY-NINER,

A'MEMBRR OF THR WAGON TRAIN FIRST 70 ENTRR
CALIMORNIA IN THE MEMORABLS
' YRAR 1849.

" Mammon led them un,
Mamimon, the lml. erecied apirit that fell '
From Heaven} for ¢'en in Henven hin looka snd llwnahll
Were always dowiward bent : ndmizlng nion
The riches of Heaven's pavements, trodden gold, !
‘fhan gught divine or holy efae enjoyed
In vlgion benllfic; by him first
Ben olso, and by his suggestion taught,
Ransacked the cenire aod with implous hands
_Rifled the bowels of thelt mother carth
Hor treavurcs beiter kid, Soon had hip crew
Opened lnto the hill & spaclous wound, |

Aud digged out ribs of gald.” .
. - PORRE =pilion.
PITTSRURGH:
MDCCCXCIT,

MasémATse ON THE PLAINS.

: Ln.\wvouu Wuumc‘ma, Kme:l st Vickabirg, May 19, 1863,
. W, O'IL Scuksy, *Died in Pittaburgh, Vébruaty 1o, 1898,
T W, 1, Molining, *Died o Clileago, September 20, 1873
‘Caeas, D. Kincarn, DMed {n Nicaraguu, 1853,
Jusitru L Mooy, Residing near San Fraucisco, 189:
Wha, 0 JuEIN4TON, "llu-uliug Iy Pittaburgh, 1893,

MESSMATES OF THE NORTH FORK.

Jasmta It Mugpny, Restdlig nenr Pittshurgh, 1853,
Groree R. Barcray, Died iu San Froncisco, 1860, ~

rprcn Kyeenner, Died ot the North Tork Cmnp, Nov, 18, 184y, *

Al _uu-nlwu ol {1l Nogil otk Cnmy.
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6 my Messmates
of the Plains and Mountaiug,
and of the Wortly Foxh,
fivtng and Dead; -
@o tl)uee of tljnm"wljo yet with me puesue Hfe's
journey, their sieps bent towards a land
. having o Clty, the Stveets of whish .
* ee paved with Gotd ;
ST b .
@o the wewmory of those who,
. “fiife’s fitful fever over,”
Sleey pcru:zfnlllj mbex the clods of the unlmj :
T affectionnte remembrance of
thels friendship,
ond of thele many manly victies,
@Thts Yolume is Dodicated,
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i J ,-PRE FAC E."
| |
', i HE or!gmnl intemion of thie writer-in the preparation
1 , of the notes formmg the basis of this work, was to
| preserve a record of such incidents as Gould be briefly
" jotted down from day to day, that in after years he
L | might have at hand that which would aid In refreshing
ILLUSTRATIONS, i Kis memory coneerning & jonrney whichk he foresaw must
, . : ever form a memorable epoch in hig life.
R R N T When, after o lapse of more than forty years, a relense
. Fnbu’nurmcﬁ-—l’bmmn or. ':mn"Aun;ou. ’ {rom many of the active duties of a busy.life afforded
menﬂnuunaﬂu\yw,mndelu 184 ] an opportumty for the revision of his manuscript, this
'l-uu-um- or Wi, O°H; scuLty, . .. . . 'M“‘;; ‘ wis nttempted solely_for its presentation in a more suit-
o 4 " W, B. McRaIbE, | _ o i a?l.e s;f.'Pe.to his immediate posterity, and with no view
g CnAWVOW'Wasizznumn. B : i of; piblication;
. 1. L. Moouy,” i3 16 : 1 While it may seem a departure from the intention
B ..' : ot B 4 lere set forth, that the work of the printer should be
Jamis R, Mureny und Giio. R, 1""‘""""' an3. substituted for that of the scribe, it cen scarce be
—T . - .
; "EHH o DURRALO — Pravin Rviw, . tu ! regarded o wide one, when it is known that the cireula-
| CLINUING Ruk SiKREA Nuvana, o 229 j tion will still be restricted to a small cirele of readers
HACRAMENTO, Jury, 1849, . . .- 3 9. ’ composed of friends aud acquaintances who, upon per-
San 'l*u.\k_c'u.aco, Avgusy, thyg, . . . 27 'l‘ sotial grounds, might be thought to take an interest-in
BUINING ON T Nokti Forx, " 378 a, perusal of the volume, _
L.0D6IRG HOUSE IN SACRAMKNTO, ang | Whilst adhering to the diary form in wlnch the notes
i |
Ganiry Topsk aND POSTOFPICE, SAK FAANCISCO, 01 - - were: originally made, this has not curbed a desire mani-
' ] fested in a nuinber of instances, to take the wings of time
1 to fly to pericds even remotely in advance; an advant-

CHAGKES AND FORT 5AN LORKNZO, 5

;"_55

age moreover, cnly to be cu1oyed when coufining our
readers within the limits above stated, since otherwise
such a departure in the view of a mare general public
would lLinve met with severe criticism, happily avoidable

in the house of our friends.
' 3 THE  AUTHOR,

Tup WiLLows, August 23, 1893,



DISCOVERY OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA. 9

INT_RODUCTION.

usxme THE TAIL-RACE OF A BAWMILL, AND WHAT
' . GAMB OF 17,

MPORTILNT ovents in lustorv not infrequently
sprmg from others, whnch, in h'wmselves, are of
little moment. -

When Captoin John A Suttor, hidden in the
depths of u wildorness, and woll nigh as far re-
moved from the haunts of civilization ns it was
: p'ossibie to b, was engaged in making a tail-race
" for his swwmill at Coloms, in Alta Californis,
' what imegination could have.ventured the thuught
that this, in itself an insignificant affair, was to
-erente. a commotion that would bo felt throughout
the world.” ' ' '

Thé mill had been erceted, its great water-wheel
wns in plice and roady to revelve, but the tail-
_ tade had yot to be dug. ‘This was_ speedily accom-
plished by o lnrge force of Indians usually employed
“by this enterprising pioneer in such labors; after

which the foree of a mmint.niu stream was surned

into the newly made diteh. *Bus something wos noé
righs, and the water had to Do withdrawn ; and thus

i

prosagre

iv lmppened that - the head \\01km:1n, Jmnes W

JIIIIIII PR MUY,
Micrefile of o copy In

The Newberry Library - Chicago 10 - Illinais

- greatly -exercised.

10 - FIRST SYMPTOMS OF THE aow'mrkéx

-

Marshall, was enabled to discover soms- sparkling’
flakes of ‘gold, which the current of water had
brought to the surface of the exeavation, This og-

curréd on the 24th day of January, 18487 and it
was this discovery that occasioried the uphea.vnl '

ahove referred to.’ :

'I‘he digcavery of gold in Gallforniu did not occa-
sion much of & stir in the United States gonerally
until late in the swimer, or in the fall of the year
mentioned. - It was about this time that it became an
evont in witeh “our boys™ nt thou' avening sossious,
in the.back room of J1m Jones' drug ‘store, becwme

time chuin, “feel an intorest; whils, to come down
o century later, on the same spot there now stands

- a business houae, with - which the writer has con-
- weetion, wviz, on the corner of Poun avenus and

Niuth sireet.  There it was that the udvontums hera

recorded had A beginuing,

. Day by duy inforination uucumulnted conﬂvming

mwre and more the mm-vulous accounts of fortuum

;humg made in a day, by those who happened to be

earliest on the ground ; and. thus was it that the gold.
fever bucame vontngions, nid one after anathor ‘of
our numbur became infected by it. With this brief
introduetion, I proceed at onee with the narrative.

- In " passing, " I may say that -
the site of this pharmacy was that which had been ..
_tha 8. E. bastion of Fort Fayette, a structure of.

' which the older families”of Pittshurgh have somé
knowledge, and Goném-uin'g it, a8 a link in the olden

EARLY VICTINS OF THE-CONTAGIoN.. 11

'CHAPTER 1.
OUR umv—’mmmmvo FOR THE. JOURNEY.

EVER having baeu far from home, the thought
of an. advepture of such magnitude as now
soemod to loom-up before md, possessed my mind.
mora -foreibly than any expectation of getting rich
ub gold diggmg. I hnd neyer looked out upon the
Atlu.ntm, nind was eont‘ronted with the possibility of
seeing both it and the mightier Pacifio, and of got-
ting -foot on "that far off Western cosst, having as
an nppenduge that long, narrow peninsuls, only
sufficiently wide to pfford room on ordinary maps
for the name “Californin:” a country which, for:
some ungxplainnble reason, had bheen in my mind
always invested w1th some peculiar, inexpressible’
nteractions,

It soon: becn.ma o settled fact that a number of
wy associates would, ot an early day, Bat out for
this wonderful El Dorado, and I rosolved to nccom-
pany them. - These were - Mesars, Gaorge R. Barelay,

“Wm. O’H, . Scully, Wm.' B, MeDBrido, Oharles D.
' Kincaid and Joseph L. Moody.

In o brief time
arrangements were so far. pmfeomd that wo tele-

. graphed to New York for passage oh & lins of

stenmers running to Ohagres, and having conneation
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-ing answer camw:

. vertised {n New Orlouns papers. locks for March steauer

THE ISTHIUS ROUTE CONTEMPLATED, - . *

wlth anothor, affording tranaportation from Pannma
to Ban Francisco. - The answor vecoived was as
follows : o : ’ ’

. Nrw York, Decl'ember 19, 1348
Wit G. JounsTON: FPassages for 135th February boat all taken.
- " ! Paciric Co,

;_Ielugrqtgsilinxg ongo again for rates, aud as to thﬂ:
timo when the next -stenmer would su&{.‘tlw follow- .

C - Nuw Yok, Decoutber 20, 1648,
W, G, Jonnsran: At this office, rales $as0, f200, $ro0, Ad-
not

opened until December 38,

$1.55. Paci#ic Mair 8. . Co.

These telegrms e yet preserved in“my store-

 house of relies, und it is eurious to note _th'e cosg, -
qarked as shove, in contrast with the present low
ratos of wiring mossagos 3 and to further ‘observe,

that thiswas beforo tho ora of using printed blanks,
and that the envelopes, also i execllsnt state of
preservation, wero sealed .with red wafirs,

Mr. Barelay dotorminod not’ to” biv baflled by theds

. replies, and finding o genial compunion in ‘our nutual
Ariend ‘Me. Jomes R, Murphy, who was willing- to

uidortake 1, voynge in a sailing vessol around Cape
Horu, tliv iwo nmade preparations accordingly, and
were joined at. Baltimore, from whence thoy eniled,
by Mr. George ‘ih;pi_m'L, & cousin of Me, Barclay,
and also by @ numbor of other  gentlemen from

‘riE OVERLAND JOURNEY AGREED ON. - - 18

Pittsburgh ; among them J. Horon Foster, fonnder
“of the Pitlsburgh Dispaich, and o jolly brush meker,
- one’ Robert Thompson. '

Mr. Barelay had su ‘uncle, n Pistshurgh- banker,

‘ wim furnished him with- an outfit, and funds to
mnke the voyage; and. further made provision for
- being reimbursed, by ndding to the outfit a number
of neatly painted kegs, bound with stout iron h‘anps,
which were to’ be returned by the nephew on his
arrival in Californin, filled with gold dust!

This pamt).( gniled enrly in Febraury, 1549, and as
will be scen later ox, arrived in San Francisco to-
wards the end of August. For the rv.maimler of
our party, the long voyage thus undertaken lnd no

© - fascination, but all were as intent as ever on reach-

ing California. Thero yet remained the overland

" poute from Missouri and other Western Stfttes, with
wugons' hauled. by mules or oxen; and lum'nqul
that poarties were forming in many places for emi-
grating in this menner, we at_length- d_etermine:l to
andertake tho journey, ' Somo kuowledge of what was,
in store for us was ‘obtnined from the recent.veport
of Col.. Fremont, and a work just published Ly
Edwin -Bryant, but it was by aur after exporienco
we were to Jearn more than could ever be found in
"books¥ T ¢ it :

oNoTH.~The vaut berritory iylug west of the line of the Mimeuri I'rmnle;

in |.1|-r.- yenr tiyg, was well nlgh o feive ingaguit.  Hver ulncgl the rencwne 3

expeditlon of Lewls and Clarke, at the beglunlng :{;: lhe::&w;y;‘uc:‘:;n:;"‘
tau, T e

bing had been e 1a open it up for emigral X

‘1n=-ﬂ§=mm1 ‘effort io catalllsh a eolony ot the mouils of the Columbla Rivers
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14 THE TERRITORY T0 BE (CROSSED.:

A valusble. nocession to our number was made
in the person of Mr. Crawford Washington,-a gen-
tlomnn whom I early learned to estesmn, and secount

worthy the hamo he boro; connceted in fact with
the fumily of the one who lnd rendored it so illug--
trious. A youngoer brothor, Bushrod, had for some .

aud only whildn very réceat years some daring aldventurers lad wended thelr
.way {0 Oregon, amid great hardships and perils, sud made feeble beginuings
i selling up the siar of emplre, )
Fremont only within the past seven years had innrked out the puths over
plolug, pountainy ond doserly, over which the (uture ke of emigration
should travel, and hed with his pen unfolded to the world hils discoveries in

the unhuown laud, while ot tbe sonie tlne, wilk his sword, he addud the *

land of gold o our possvsslunn, And 4 was only wltkln tweo years that
the Murmons bBad beytn. thelr meltionent ot Sald Lake, Wik thicse exceps -
Uons, contined us ls deen 10 Ao narrow srip alnug the Iuclfic const, aud o

slugle polut midway hetween (he States sid thal far off ocwwn, there were -

tol Ju all this vast region 10 be fouud nuy whites, If we excepl o very |

few wisnionnries owouy the [ndiune lu the Bastern portivn of what 1 uow
the Suie of Kunom; sunse rovdig bunds of trappers- b whe Kocky: Moune
talon; nowinall number of iraders and voysgewrs, i guch .podts o8 Lot

o Widger sl fBent's Furt, those” of - the  Amerlenu Fur *Compauy,—Foris
Laramle nud Hell: uod the willtary posts recently essablished ou ihe Platte
winl Arkansas Hlvers, £

aud gliee at Uie cordon of populons Etales which within Jess than two
scury of years have beed carved ont of thls domain—Knnsas, . Nebruska,
Minnesotn, the Bukotss, Moulaga, laho, Wyoming, Gregon, Washingilon,
Nevada and Cnlifornia! Awd hese contoludog a combined population unly |
u trifle shorl of seven mllons|” Theu consider the citles, which s if by
magle, have sprung inmg existence—abounding in  eglecprise, wealth and
magnificence—5an Frauciseo, Miluncapolis, Si. Pant, Knusas City, Deuver -
aml Parlandi  Ubserve {oo, those vist Continental rallwoys, with thefr (n-
aumbrable fateral branches: (hlnk of e network of electrle asd wible
villways cverywhors fonud in (hese go-ohead citien,—whére alio alght %
turwesl bilo dny; by touching o buttou or turning @ switeh. And (hen
afler thin husty glance, I would have yon contrmst ihese things with the
plebure embiuced’ within the frst few lies with which thix niote begins.,
‘Chye place whtlch ouce kaew only the rel mnn, knows hine wo more for
el The whlte man hss well nlgh wiped him from (le face of {be enril,
It has hadll s pilaves wheie once stood “the lodge aud (he wigwam,
Ile bas wearel cliien and towns upin  lands which, through uituld ‘ages,
I!lln‘ Iadinn fin been oecustomed  to conshler his  undisputed hunting
rounds, the home alfke o Binsell aud the deer and buffako, npou whi ©
sulisisted,  And these animals tos, vonutless when 1 fArst beheld thea, ‘a
e slara ol heaven or Lie sundn on Lhe senshore, for woltinmle—how have
Shey melicd nwny ' Fleeing ad 1t were in drend, Leeror ot the approach of
the dant Ayl serecebing, “moklng, famiug focomutive! In o woud, elvid.
ianion has succeeded batbarism. . ‘

n Remder, I 1hle yenr of grice, 1599, lake, up the niap uf‘ youy country .
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 CRAWFORD WASHINGTON~WAGONS & OUTFIT. 15

years prior to this been numbered among our
intimate assoclates, and it wns thus we were brnu'ght
.togethor. Being some years our senior, gnd married,
while wo were all single, we naturally viewed Mr.
Wush{ngtmx‘as a sort of ballass to keep theother
members of the party stendy. Possessed of & fne
education, pleasing in manners, handsome - in fon-_m
and fonturcs, he was in the highest degroe compans
ionable, as 1 nfterwords realized when cn the p}uins
we so often jogged zflupg side by slde, .
Among other limparn!.ium_t, we contracted for two .
"wagons ;. ono modeled. after those used by our gov-
ernment on the plnina'during the recont wue with
. [t was light, yot strong; built of thor-
oughly sensoned wood, and in all dewils was well
mlapml': for o journey such as wis uonwnq:}me(_lf
It ‘was fortunate that in this we "oxorcised much
care, as was vealized in- our niter experionce. The.
and being intended for

" Mexico.

other wagon was ;am‘u'llcr,l
lighter ‘use, wo were luss particnlar in regard to it.
“Through the. ‘months of Jannary and Felmlmry,
4y, we husied ourselves in getting in  readiness
for us enrly w start ns possible; laying in n‘s.t.ouk _
of lu'u‘.-isiom;—,-liiluL-ljl'ca;ﬂ, oatmionl, bucon-sides, -
coffee, sugar, -salt, clothing, blankets, l'iro-m-m's, ote,
‘Additions to this outlit were to he procured on
yeaching  the frontier, whete wo | could nseertain,
(‘rum' those familiar with the necessitics for travel-
ing on the plains, what further  would, be needed

for the journdy.
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Toward the and of Fabruary. we secured passage

< hg far ag 8t Louis on the steambost Shenandoah,
Captain Bowman; the tinje fixed for our depart-
ure ‘boing Thursdiy,’ Muarchi 1st. On the evemng
of the appointed day we went abonrd the steumer,

- whero all, wus' bustle, as though mementarily about

“to start, Ro]nhvus and  friends, forming o au.

nierons company, curie to the. bont to ses us

start, and to suy #pood-hye, ” By ten o'clock we
were left to ourselves, and scon after it was ascers
tined thaé it.would yet be: sovernl hours before
1he bont wouid start, 08 much freight had to be
taken : abourd. limmndod of n soeinl gathoung up
town, " where  we might - expeet “to moet many
acquuintanees, we repaired thither, and, as antiu-
puted, spent an_enjoyalle evening, - ¢

As muim;,ht upprpuclmrj, ad we wers compelled
to return (o the hoat, it may be imagined that
some tendor words® of fnrewell were apoken; byt
we must drw the eurain here, for when lovers
part dt'is not meot that the colid gaze. of .‘t'he
world should be wpon them,

e —
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was fortunate tlmt. this ﬂre oceurred while the
possongers were all astir; had it beem in the.

night, after they had raumd the rasult m.lght.
have besn different. E

Emtly on the mornmg of the lﬂbh the boat“

pulled up at the 8t Lonis wharf, After: breu,kmst
we engaged pussege on  the steu.mar Sacmmento
Captain Atkinson, and had our wagons snd other
freight transferred to that boat, “on - which we

were to continue the journey up the Missouri River..

This wns n new steumor making its first trip; her
name was in compliment to the then much talked-

of river of the country whither so many emigrants .
were hound, a pgoodly slinre of whom the ownors

of the craft expected to holp onward in their
Jumrnoy,  Much of the duy-wes spent in going

through the busy stroots of the eity, sotislying :

" eurlosity in wightsvelng The one building of promis
uenee wns the court liouse, "i;lu'ough which we
touk w On one “of its wulls was o full length
poreralt o Clarke, “ihe  ploneer, who, in. the
duys of Presidens Jofforson, in compnny with Lewiy,

mude  the renowned overland Journey to the mouth-

ol “the Columbin River. While in ono of the court

reoms, we chanced to hoar thie eminent lawyer,

*Edward DBaes, mldrvhsmg a Jlle :
At the timé of (his visit, 8t Louis hnd n popu-

Intion OF 0600, and (4111('l§llllltl 100,000,  These

fgures bave swullen many times sines then, and
i L 3 »

CAferwnnls Altorsiey Gueoemnl in the Gioinet vt Mre Lioeoln,

- e

" ing his barty, e e E

e e e -
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CHAPTER II

JOURNEY TO THE FRONTIER,

L T an. early hour of the: morning  of Fmdny,
March' 2d, the Shenandoah parted from her
moorings, and we were soon nfter stoaming down
the beautiful Ohio,  But little worthy of note hap-
pened on this part of the journey. Ome day was
spent in- Cincinnati, and - ‘merning in Louisville,
at-both of which cities "wo. diligently - employed
ourselves in  sight- seeing, . At. the Galt House
(Lounisville) ¥ met *Mr, Rnudolph Benton, son of
‘the  Missouri senator, and Mr, Edwin Bryant,
‘author of the then popular work, “What T Saw
I_n Californin,” and late Alenlde of San Francisco.-
Mr. Bryant was about to form o company to make
mother journey across the plglins, aid Mr., Beuton
informed me that he lm(l somo t]wught of join-

When' near the mouth 6#‘ the Ohlio, an hour’

“or so after dark, our bont took fire from u chim-

ney stack. becoming overheated.  The pilot at
onee steered for the shove, but with a few huckets
of water the flames were quickly cxtinguished, [t

*In 1842, whens but lwelve years ald, young Benton accortjunicd hla
brather-in-law, Llewtenans John, t. Fremont, bn his firsl expedition to the

Rocky Mountalns.

STEAMING UP THE MISSOURI. 19

both places have become grent oitles, full of life
and” energy, but proportionstely not more sp than
when. we then saw them: Bt. Louis, however, has
left Oincinnati far in the rear; while Olicago,
which had then searce more than. a beginning, has
now out-distanced Bt. Lounis, and bids fair in a
decade. to outnumber even New York.. Then the

. great, West depended solely upon river transpor-

tation, while té-du.y, railronds cob-webbing almost
tho entire éountry, have well nigh made the river
business obsolete.

On Bunduy morning, March 11ih, destined for
the little frontier town of Independence, we lefi
8t. Louis, and wore soon after steaming up the
grout, wide Missouri.” We had on board a large
crowd of pagsengers; overy. state room wnd Ocell.
pied, ‘and many wore compolled ‘to slesp on the
u'uhinl floor, Quite & uumber, we discovered, woro-
bound ~ for Californin; among these, twu plensunt
gentlomen whose scquaintance we made, Captains
Muowry and Stewart, both of whom, in {he recent
Moxienn  war, had  commanded companies in o
Kentucky regimont. At Jefforson City, the capital
of Missourd, Govwrnor King nnd about forty mem-
bers of the lﬁglslnmrﬁ, bound for their ruspoetivo
homes, came abosvd—thnt august body hnving just
gdjourned,  Of many of ihese Inwmakers we did
not foriu fuyorable impressions, as they spout tho

.hours of " both day and night i gmublmg and in

drinking to excess,
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Thuredey, sbout midnight (March. 15th), we
reached 'a dhminutive village glorying in the name
of Wayne City, the landing place for the - town
of Independence, which lay four mile. 1n1und. Two
hours later, having deposited us with our goods
on ghors, the Sacramento procseded on its course
up the rviver. Forthwith we busied curselves in put-
ting the wagond together, as for the coenvenience
of trmisportation they had beon taken spart when

shipped nt Pittsburgh, We wore thus bysily ocen-
- pled 'q'ntil dnylighs, when we proceded to a log

house 'near. to the river, and awaking its inmatos,
eng.,u;,ed them o prepare us-n breakfast. BSenrcely

had we- sented ULII'hLlVbH around .o b'luumg log five,

(uite gmtuiul to our feelings aftor 'th_e long ox-
posure in the chill air of tliv morning, when we
observed the Sacramonto roturning aud heading

townrds the landing, . but tying up at 8 point.

nearly auile further up,  Boon-after, two men landed
from the hent nnd. walking briskly to where we

were, demuirded of us their wagon cover, whieh, -

they elaimeil, hoad been put ashore with our goods,
It was soon evident to us i;l_mt a mistake had heen
made, and it was equally plain that the cover they
sought, and found in our possussion, was greatly
-inferior to our own, which only. then we discoy-

ered’ wis missing, This not being ours, we were .

#ldl to restory it to the «laimants, who doul)tlusa
were the proper owners; " and thersupon we st
out’ for the hoat to make pearch for our missing
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' rerﬁ'aining in towﬁ._ ocoupled the afterncon in
- visiting the stores .and a daguerreotype gallery,

PREPARING FOR A NIGHT ATTACK.

with its frightful array of’ portraits, Thé ‘streets,

h a8 yet, were guiet, showing no signs of the great
bustle 80 noticesble a month later when the town -

was overflowing with intending emigrante. When

_uight oame our party were the ocedpants of thres

bods in o lorge room on she second floor of the
inu. - When aboub to retire our pistols were placed
on v table in  the conure of . the room, to" have

‘them handy in case. of o mght attack, n8 wus__‘
humeorously nugguutud,‘hut- by somo. cireless hun_gl-

ling of mine the hammer foll ‘on the cap, iustantly_
discharging the cohtents uwpuii the' opposita side of
the “street. - Our candle was hastily blown oub and -

in o twinkle sll were abed, ready to bo soundly :.

asluup ‘should any spproach to our ‘room ba made.
No harm, however, was dons; none, st least, that
wa_henrd of, though a.ll were  badly searsd. In
the morning a clenn-cut hole in the window pane
of ‘the roum _slmwad whero tho bullet had possed

“in its Hight.
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property, and were spwvedily réwarded for our labor
in ﬂndxng it corefully stowed away in the wagon
*bed of the very ‘men who had oompel]ed the
“hoat to veturn for their cover|
After this morning exorcise and encounter with
the - sharp March alr, our appetites wers . well
whetted and wo did ample justice to the plentifully
supplied table sprond before us. - That appetizing
‘moul. iy even yot remembered, and I roeall low
the ham ‘and eggs, hot biscuit, eorn bread and
coflee vanished from sight, Aftér this repust we
procesded on foot- to Independonce and put up
st o tavern which bore the name of tho town,
It woon bocnme evident that it wouId be sevoral
weeks before we could pruc.eed on our journey
wostward.  Wao lisd yet to Jurchase mules and
numerons things noeded on the plsins, and time
would be roguired for the Erass to grow upon
which the animals must gubsist, - Acoordingly, it
was  determined to seloet a suitable place  for
camping, as t]]qt mode of life would botteir sauit
our limited purses, and by ib also, it was thonght,
we would hevome-more readily inurved to ]ml'dshill)s
such as wo might expect o encounter on the
plains, With this end in view, after dining, four
of our party rode - to - the country wost of Inde-
pumlem.u. _eight miles distant themh'mn, whero, at
the uIL,o of & scrub onk: forest, bulonging to the
-plantation of w Mz, Rlco, they solected o sito for
our new mode of life; Mr. McBride nnd m,\wlf

ESTABLISH A CAMP. 28

- CHAPTER III.
" PORTY-ONR DAYS OF FRONTISA OAMP LIFE,

ATURDAY, March 17th.~Engaging twa ox tenms
thia mornlng, we returned to the river landing
and brought from thence dur wegons and their
conteuts, After dining at the Independence Honse,
we proceeckd to the place chosen for a per
manent eamp, reaching it about five o'clock. Our
route, aftor peeging through some beautifal wood-
lands immedmtely west of the town, lay over an
undulating plain ealled the “Blue Prairie.”

Gross was just beginning to show itself nbove
the - surfnce of the ground, for a winter of
unusup] soverity was being followed by a back-
ward spring. We weore joined ' by three of ocur
recent follow travelers on the stepmer . Sneramento,
who intond cunping near us. Wo pitched. our

“tent in n smaell clearing, surrounded. by lnckdry

suplings, behind which was o donse thicket of ecrub

~ vaks. Convenlent to the comp. wos n spring of
‘excellont water. - Building a fire, ‘we' prepared sup-
‘per, which cousisted of o prairie chicken (shot by

Washington in tha nftemoon), fried bacon and
coffoe. Gathered around our eamp chest -for the

first time, and it covered with a dazzling  ureny
- of new tin plates and cups, we fased uumptuausly
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Bupper over unvi dark eornmg down, we pi‘led
hiph the logs on. che fire, and, seated .around it
with wall filled ‘tobacgo pipas, rocounted adventures
of the " past, -and conjured “up visions - of tlie’ fu-
ture until bed time, *Sproading rubber. blankets on
the ground wntluu the ~tent, and upon these 4
couple of huﬂ'ulo rohau, “sud- wrapping® about us
heavy woolen Dlankets, notwithstanding the night
wag wintry cold wo slept soundly and somfortably
until the mmning llght stole- in at the tent door;
Thus  possed the fvst day lmd night oi’ uur
| now Bohemian life. ‘

Susvay, March - 18th, —We upent the day 1n
veading and in taking short walks in the neigh-
. . performing no lnbors excopt swch as
nocessity imposod. ‘A mulo denler called upon us,”
wishing to sell’ us some stotk, and pi'q;_uisod- to-
roturn again shortly. .

- Moxpay, Mu.uh 108K, —-Auungmg mnttms to,
-make the eaunp in all its appolntments as - con-
vemunt as possible vecupicd the day. Appearniieps
of an appronching storm in the aftornoon led us
to dig o deop trench avound our  tent, -and to
place bur goods under secure cover. DBut the
clouds " passed  harmlessly “by. Wauhmgton and
Kinenid: wont to town for the purpose of purchas-
ing mules. ‘ <

Tugspay, March 20ch, — A~ ('ln.y‘s fishing with M.

- MeBride on the Big Blae River, said to be a mile
or two distant, consisted of getting logs in the
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26 BRAN.DING A ULBS.—-—H -!A'ING SACKS.

attached to & handle abuut thrée feet long, Ours
is a diamond K, thus «@»; this having been the

mark used in shipping our goods at Pittsburgh..

The :gode of branding mules is this: by means of
‘s rope drawn backwards and forwards s number. of
times, tho snimal to. be branded is fusiened securely

.to the #ido of & wagon; and the brand being heated .

in-a fire close by, is'applied usually about the hips
of the beast; burning off the hair, and making a
mark which s indelible. The unwritten law of the
plains determings the owuership of strayed or ‘stolen
animals by these brands. . -

Washington and Kincaid got bn.uk to oamp in
the evening, bringing with them gnmples of the
_miles bought; also, a web of niuslin to make sacks

in wlich to put our provisions, in. place of the

- boxes and barrels in which they.are now packed,
We empluyed ourselves lu mahng these Backu, until
Cdark. .

Frtoay, March 24d. — With the intent of visiting |

_the postoffico to get lettors, two of our party went
to town, while Mr. Washington, with n ‘shot gun

over his broad shoulders, started for the corn flelds

to' hunt prairie chickend, Night brought the strag.
glers homo, without letwra and .without game. ’

Sarunpay, March 24th, " This morning was- spcut
.in packing groceries and othor provisions in the sacke
recently made, - By this use of an.c.ks, we dispenso with
honvy boxes and greatly reduce our load; and is is
thought nlso thoy will . prove uqr\-icéuhln in’ the

C .4 DAY'S FISHING P.—BUYING MULES. 26

. -woods,-‘ and wandering sbout promiscuously—of ina-

bility to find bait on’ reaching the stream; of being
forced to retuni and once more in renmewing the

"expenanca of wandering. about. A log cabin on the
4adge of the forest brought hope, while n couple- of
- dogs aunning themselves on the poreh growled us
a welcome ; this too, aecouded by the hostess, who

bade’ us await the return of her husband, who com-
ing shortly, asked us to jom them at their nconday
meal. - We needed no urging to aceept the invitntion
to “partake of the usual fure of frontier people:
ham and eggs, corn bread, opions and coffes. Our
good host, named Irvin, formerly resided in Penne
sylvania, and on learning that we also hailed from
that State,.this gave assurance of an additional
welcome, Dinner over, Mr, Irvin escorted us a
short distance on our way, and pointed out the di-

‘rection. of otr eamp, which we soon reached. In

the evening ‘our cominittes on locomotives roturned
from Independencs, reporting the purchase of eight

" Bpanish mules, from a dealer named Irwin, who
‘agreed to have them -in charge until the middle

of the coming month, unless needed sooner, ' They

_- paid at the rate of seventy-two and a half dollars

far encli mule, - .
WepNEsDAY, March 21at, — To-dny the mule com-

mittee again returned to Mr., Irwin's farm, to brand

the animals purchased yesterday. The instrument

.commonly used. for this purpose is an iron plate,

with a letter or other devies cut on it end is

| NEW NEIGHBORS, OUR FUTURE COMPANIONS. 31

which. we will be subjected in thé course of our travela,
hamg light and ensily handled. <
Since heginning camp life, three gentlomen wlm
camped near us, and another who subsequently joined

still further increased,-they to-duy set up dmmg
quatters for themselves.

. Buxpay, March Qﬁth.-—A thick oon.tlng of ice was

fonnd this morning on the water bucket beside our
tent door.
encrmped a short distance off. Bome of them have

* had much experience with life on the plains, und
_withal are very agreeable follows. They cordially
invited us-to become their compenions on the intended
march, and we concluded ‘that it would be highly
advantageous to unite with them. Another cold nighs,
MoXDav, ‘Maroh 26th. — Our coffes pot ueidamally
upset, just, as we sat down for-our morning meal, and

« ik was only natural that thore 31muld be some growling
on ‘pecount of the deluy ‘consioned. A letter from

p home contained quite o hudget of news, and being the
 frst raceivod sinco lonving, was listened to nmnuvely
. wheu at night it was read by the light of the eamp
" five,.” It was wonderful how absorbing the intercst

manifosted respecting oven the most mvmi matters

happening in our absonce.

Tuespay, March 27th. —To-cluy wo nmcwd B woodnn
lorso and vise, such ns coopors use, and with this and
a draw-knifo manufactured o largo supply of tont and

frequent packing and unpacking of .our wagon to

them, have messod with us, but their party having

We visitod some now neighbors to-day, -

iy
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* picket pins for future use, Thuc far we have been

favored with dry westher, but $his evening there was'

- raln, and going early to bod, we fell asleep to the
music of rain drops puttering oh our muglisi roef, -
WxpNespAY, Margh 35th, — Raln was still descend-

ing whon we uwoke, and wo cooked and nte us it fall
: In.p few hours it densed, but the air was .
| ‘clu]ly, and mud aboundod in an unplessani degres,

upon us,

By noon the sun camo out, after ‘which it became
pleasunt. - Letter-writing and cump dutics _employed
us through the day, MeDrido surprised us at Buppor
with an .cxcollent coke-of liis baking, the fArst warm
“bread wa have had, It was made of cornmesl, and-
being baked in o skll]et covered with wood nshes, was
greatly relished.  Our meals usunlly consist of fried
bacon (ham nnd sides by turn), pilot-br ond soaked in
water and fried in bacon fub, nnd eoffes ; eggs we have

frequontly, vither boiled or fried ; ofton o pot of oat-"

meal mush; and oceasionally a stew of- dried n,pplcs
For dinner, now and agein we have bean soup, with-
out other

favorite dish. We wmight have prairie “chickens fre-

quently, hut for the lubor of tramping nfter them

through muddy fields, and spending muoh time with-
. out sufficient ebmpensation,

Rain aguein fell heavily tln'ough the mght, censmg
nbout daybreak,

Tuvisbay, Mm‘«.h "Dtl —Two- mm'e mules ere
added to vut stock to-day, bought for uixty dollars

cach,  Letters for diforent memhers of the mess wore .

received, D ty plensant.

accompaninent, and this - is ‘alwuys, a
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nssent; but wild accede to hia propnumon If he will
first notily the old plunter, nnd then make- appliantion

to us. He has at length consentsd to do ‘this, butr

with no small relnctancs,

. Buwpay, April lst.— Bu.mmg the ﬂngex-s of my
right hand as I n.ttemptad to lift & camp kettle from
the fire during breakfast time, while it did not put me

. In o very thankful frame of mind, recalled the fact -
that this was. April fool’s dny. Whilst taking a wa.lk_ ’

with - Mr, McBride over the neighboring prairvie, we

wvisited the camp of Col. Russell, composed of alarge
party, muong whom we had numerous nequaintonces,

with whom we epent seme pleasant houra,

Moxwpay,” April 2d,— A ¢old rain fell upon us

whilst we prepared ‘breakinst; .and excepmng slttmg
down to eat it under such cimumutunws, scnrcs any-

thing more dlsugmenhle can ‘be imagined in eamp -
“life, M. Mulh-ide and myself rode to town tlns'

merning, to oxchange one of tlie mules récotitly pur
chused, it not having proved sntlsfactory. - We dined
.* at the Noland louso, but would have preferred our
cump fure,  Tho listle tows win erowded with people,

oxen and mulos. 1@ stores wero jammed with cus. -

tomors ; whips wore cracking in all directione ; nud the
‘utmost confusion prevailed. Everybody scemed to be
;" getting rendy to start for Californin; and impatient’
too, te go at once, Lenving Mr, McBpide to remain

over night to finikh some matters of business, I -

returned alone. It W stlll :mnmg, but T was closely
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Fripay, Mmh 80th. —The grass gmwn with pro-

.voking slownese, though somewhat sided by the recent

rains. The prevalllng expoctation is thai in about
ten days its growth will be sufficient to allow us to
aburt on our journey ; but. we may be obliged to carry
with us a supply -of corn for occnsional use, Mr,
Seully visited Independence to-day to make sundry
purchases, and returning brought a package for Mr,
Washligton, containing letters of introduction from

Judge Orawiord, of Wushington, D. C,, to certsin of .-
the military authorities of California, and one’ from '

Senator Benton to Colonct Fremont,
The information reached us to-day that a small

" detachment of a compuny from Pittsburgh, com-

manded by Captain Wm, J. Ankrim en routs for
Ca.llforum, had made a landing at Wayne City, and
strolled up to Independence after night fall, where a
“lust” of no small. proportions was indulged ta.
Store ‘signs were taken down, boxes piled in the
middle of the sireots, and sundry other depredations
committed,” when the marauders returned to their
bout, greatly delighted, it may be, with their perform-
aneos;, This company, we learn, v tends making 8¢.
Joseph lts starting point.

Baturpay, March 8lst.~— A young man, Lowry
Adams, grandson of Mr. Rice, owner of the plantation
on which we are encampod, is anxious to emigrate

- 'with us, in the enpacity of teamnster. Ho complaing

of ill-trontment on the part of his grandfather, and
To this we ‘are unwilling to

FlpgSim o~y

" MANY TEAMSTERS—MEET PITTSBURGHERS, 81

eﬂvelni)ad ;ﬁ'an Indin rubber conf, and but for the
miry roed, would not lave been greatly incom.

" venienced by the storm.

Lowry Addms hoving concluded to remndn with hig
grandfather, I made & number of inquirles as to
teamsters, and discovered that sgores of them could
be obtained, who were anxioua to “roll out,” s is the
common expression with refersnce to.going to Cali-
fornia.. On my way I fell in with n Mr, Phelps, who
had been Quartermaster in Doniphan's regiment in
_the late war with Mexico; ond T was groatly intereated

" by a number uf his experiences on the pliins of which

he gave 1av some account. At n boarding-house by
* the rondside at which I halted, I found a number of
" Pittsburghers preparing to- emigrate, among them

 Moussrs. Joseph C. ‘McKibben, James B, Mitehell, A,

W. Brockway, Harry Myers ard Thomas Kennedy.
I learned that-two of their number during my ubsence
had been to our camp and dined, - Théy prossed me
to take a meal with them, but ns night wns appronch-
ing, and the rain continued to fall, I thought host to
.decline their tuvitution, Renching eamp at dusk, it
was still raining, but I found comsiderpble comfort
under shelter of tho -tons, wlxale 8 WAI'M supper wis
already spread,
- - Tumspay, April 3d. — Al night leng the rain con-
" tinued to fall; ‘wns pastering on our muslin wplls
when morning awoke us, and fall uncensingly through
the day, Our meals were eaten undor shelter of the
tent. Mr. Washington and myself, differently inclined
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g2 WORKING IN THE RAIN=WASH DAY,

from the vest of the party, who through most of the
day sat ehivering in the tent, preferred working in the

rain. . Gathering ‘stones, we buils n substantin] fire

place ; and when this was finished went with our axes
toa clump of hickory saplings, and laid in a lnrge
supply of fire wood, Mr. MoBride retirned from
* town, accompanied by two young men on the lookout
for positions as foamsters. "They were quite respect-
able in appearance, and had shown considerable pluck

"'in accomplishing their jonrney thus far, They had

traveled on foot from New York City to Brownsville,

Pa,, and from thence had worked their paesage on -

steamboats, After -dining with us they returned

%0 Independenmce. As- g result of their vigit thoy

obtained situntions as desired, shmtly nfba:wnl'd

Wx-nwuau.u, April 4th.~Mr, Edwin Bryant and
members of his company have juet reached Independ-
ence, and intend camping nepr the town, while
awaiting the growth of grass.

Frioay, April Gth, — Rain fell during the night, and
#gain quite heuvily about noon te-diy. Clearing up,
1 undortook -to do some laundry work, - When I saw
the result of my labors fluttering in the breeze, I fely
proud of my success, but nevertheless could ot
repross the wisli,t hat wash day would not often oceur,

I receivod to-day from Qolonel Sam, W, Black, somo |
letters of introduction; one -was to Genersl Bennatt
Riley, Military Governor of California, and another to
(avueml I’umu‘or F‘ Bunith, cbmlnuudmg the Pacifie

e el s, e, s Ll

PRS-

P——
)

WM, O'H, SQUL.L\’-'

¥rom Dagygrrentype, 1853

—

s T S P

ke e T A W S V- s

. Division.*

COL. SAM. W. BLACK'S LETTERS: 38
*  Mr. Boully llkawlne received an intro-
duotory letter in Latin, uﬁdi'maad to the Oatholic

- Bishop of Monteray. Rumors are prevalent of cholera

having broken eut among some emigrants enoamped

" npear Independence;

- Batuepay, April 7th, — A reporter for the Bt. Louis
Republican paid us & visit, taking down our names for
publication. From him we learned that Captain
Ankrim’s Pitisburgh company, encamped at B8t
Joseph, whither he had recently been, numbered two
hundred and seventy-one meq.

" As a result of a doy’s hunt in ‘the neighboring
woods, Messrs, Washington and MoBride brought in
- three squirrels and a wooed-duck, being the only game
they came in sight of. Again we had rain in the

evening.
Suxnpay, April Sth.-—Om' Pittsburgh friends, the

Keunedys, Brown, Mitohell and Me¢Kibben, dined

with us to-day. " Like ourselves they are waiting
for grass to grow. At dusk a.rain storm began,
accompanied by loud peals of thunder and vivid
lightning, continuing after night,

* ARan np-pnrl.unlly for preunll.a: these letlers never nu:urred. they sre
stlll ln my p of the large-h d, gnilant
‘soldler who penned them. m one m General Riley I copy here as & sample of

both,
PITYERURGN, March sth, il

Bt, Brig. Gen, Riley, Comm'g, &c.,
My DRAR BiR (—Mei Wm, G, Joh Chas, Kineaid, Wm, Beully,
Crawford Waghl Wm, B, ide and jos. L. Moody are golng ina body
1o Callfornis.. Joluily and Iy they are g all of whom I commend
. from my heart to yours. 1f you can serve them I am sure you will do It.
Although I cannot vecompense you for this and other kindnesses, I will
dge a deep debi of linde on my death bed, *

' -Always (ruly,

BaM'L W, Brack,
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8. HUNTING—FISHING.—HESS coox '

Monmv, April 9th, — As rain "continued falling we

ate breakfast in the’ tent. When the rain ceased 8

heavy wind swept the- prairics, inereasing to a gn.le
towards night.
Tuespay, April 10th,— With Messrs, Wnahingl'.on
and Beully I spent the day buating in the woods, and
* OR our return te camp we brought nine squ:rrels as a
. resuls of the tv amp.

Weupnespay, April 11th, —0One la.rge ca.t-ﬁah was -
the eum total of a day’s fishing a4 the Big Blue River,

Megars; Scully, McBrlde and myself bemg coneernad
in thia entch, :

It was decided this evening t]mﬁ cookmg for the
mess should be .performed by each one'in turn, for &
month at a time; and the order of service was
arranged by drawing cuts. Mr. McBride drew for the
first, and I for the second month,

THugrsDAY, April 12th.— Rain fell stendily through.

_out the day, vo that we clung closely to the shelter of

the tent; occupying the time mainly i in reading and
writing.

Fripay, April 13th. — Scouring tl:e couniry around

. for & mule which had struyed off, gave s employment
. for the day ; but without success. '

" BaTurDAY, April 14th, —~ Ico fully half an inch in

* thickness was found i our water bueket this  morning,

* At nine o%clock the neighboring camps of Paul*

e and Johnston struck theif tents, to begm the march

. " Paul's compeany was the fitsl {o. enier Californis, but with pack muies,
Bnving abaudowed thelr WAGOLA on reachlag the Rocky Mountains.

it o R,
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westward ; being thé foremoat in the long line of
CATEVANS which are to make memorable the year 1848,
for the exodus acroes the plaina and mountains
stretching: to the Pacific, These had intended
forming pa.rﬁ of .our train, but becoming impatient at
our dé]!_ly, they coneluded to procesd without ns, ’ 4
" Whilet at dinner, a bnnding Enow storm came up,
lnsting for an hour. The white robe of snow covering
_ the earth has such & wintry aspect, that we foel a fresh
blight is thrown over our prospect for “rolhng out ;"
while to our friends already started, the effect must be
- to gceasion fedlings of great despondengy, Mr,
"-McBrido, who started yesterdey in search of the lost
mule, returned with it thie evening, having found iﬁ
©, tied to a fence about. [} mlle to the enst of
Iudependence :

Buxpay, April 15th ——Captnins Maury and Stewart,
our fellow travelers on the steamer Bacramento, and
several others of their friends from Louisville, dined
with us to-day, after which they rode out to the Big

' Blue River, intending to form a cnmp there, Soveral
f .of our pariy accompanied them to nssist in'the selec-
‘tion of a-site, On our way we stopped at the camp of
Golonel Russell, and were hospitably entertained by
that gentleman and others, Whilst there, Mr. Edwin

for his company, rede up, and with him and Dr
Clinton I retmned to camp, where I found -Mesars,
Mitchell and Kennedy, who were paying us a visit.

Bryant, who had been at the river sélecting ground

86 me INDIANS VISIT—CURIOUS DOCUMENTS

Monmur, April lﬂtlx —An. Illmois oompa.ny. which
~has been. encamped i in our neighborhpod, to-day took
up ita line of march: We had & visit this morning
from & number of Kansas Indlans—“Kawa” -ag they
ara commonly called. Among them. was a chief, two
Bquaws, and a roach, the latter being their designa-
tion for a young warrior. ~ They were possessid of a

numbor of cortificates, hearmg the signatures of -

Indian agents; but very eurious were the statements
of fucts coninined in them. That of the chief was &

. black, gronsy,. almost indecipherable document. which

doubtless had borne the smoke of many & *lodge in.

 somte vast wildarness." It sot forth the faot, that the C
. bearer wns en routs to Wnshington, on business for his - -

tribe. - It bore date 18811 The mission for which it
was written, was perhaps ncecomplished when General

- Juckson was the great fathor at the cnpttu] The-

puper of o squaw hore avidence that the bearer thereof
wns & mighty warrior chief! Like diserepancies were

observable in the vm'ious papers held by the several -

membears of the tribe, They asked for sugar, bug
instond we gnve them a dup of mrolasses ; a substitute”
whieh guve immense satisfaetion. - It was amusing to
wateh them, as, one after anothor coming forward,-
they dipped thir fingors into the eup und brought the
stroaming troacle to their lipy with great gusto. We
also gnve thom bread and tobueco ; the Intter especially
ocensioned them much delight, But these -ovidoncey,
of our good will o:lly stimulated tllom to prolong their
stay, in liopo of nddmonul boquests, so thut we .were
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at length forced o give tham invitations to retire. It
was soon quite manifest. that they were wholly
unfamiliar with such tokens of civilized life, and we
wera at length obliged to be somewhat rude, when at
the point of & musket, we compelled them to leave"
My .crop of hair having grown more .rapidly
“‘than the grass, Mr., McBride "proposed - being my
barber. In no wise fastidious, under present oir-
cumstances, ae to styls, I felt no serious concern
Anu to the mode adopied, gnantity rother than.
~quality being the desideratum, :
' Applications on the part of paraons anxious to.
go to Californin to become our . teamsters ave.
‘numerous, while in several instances ongngoments
‘which we liave entered into with such applicants
have been broken. Poasibly on account of receiv-
. ing more favorable opportunities they have ot
hesitated to disappoint us, 'To-day our friend Irwin!
Jfrom whom. we had purchased most of our mules;
recommended a-young man named Joseph Bagby,
who had driven a team in Price’s regiment Jdur-
ing the  Mexican war. Wo had an iuterview with
Bagby, and he is to join ue on Bundny next. We
learned to-day "of o lettor having been. recoived
from .a former ecitizen of Didependence confirme
ing previoys accounts a8 to the sbundriice of gold
Bt California, and contnining specimenea said to be
as large us béans. -Bnow storms and all othor dis-
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touragementa melt away when such. evidenoes of
what is In store for us are produeed Gold us

"-'big as beans!.

Tumspay, April 17th, —Tha tide of amigmtion
westward increases,: and almost hoirly' we " haye
fresl: evidences of this, as  wagon after wagon,
some drawh by oxen sud others by mules, roll
pust,  Our proposed guide, Jim Btewart, 'whom we
have not yet soen, but who we understand is to be

couneoted with Captain Pyo’s mess, and ‘whose head: .
querters e in the town, sends us cceaslopal o

greoting, nlways telling us to be in no haste, He
says that the parties utn.rtmg thus early are making
woful mistakos, ns there is no grass to sustain
their nmrnuls, and that whan once we ‘take up

.the line ‘of ‘mareh he will onguge to “pass “every

mother'’s spn of them.”

Daily we witness the bren.king in of inules by '
emxgmms who - go- past, and thus have a fore.
taste of what is Adn store for us, Plunging, kick-

ing, throwing uﬂ the uncoml‘ortuhla genr, lying -

down, rolling and running off, with heols striking
ous in every diroction, are common: ‘wights, All

hands were at work to- -day laylng in & frosh sup-
I spent part. of the diy in -,

ply of woud for fives,
making sundry personal preparations ; nmong other
things, a cover far n Bpringfield musket which I
purchasid fn 8t Louis, lm\ing while thore sent
back t0 my home .un uucommonly fine Eaglish
bird gun u]nch I leurned would bo uselesy on

| QUARREL—FRIENDLY RELATIONS SEVERED. 89

the. plaina, I alen made  (leathern cases for my
.pisiol and hunting knife, which are to be carried

on o belt around my waist in the regular back.

~‘woods style. With a woolen stocking I covered
‘my tin canteen, s in thia, way when omrying
" water on the march it can be kept . cool, even

when “exposed to the rays of a broiling sun. And
lastly I cast bullets for my fre-arms, monlding

enough for & seven years' war, or to stock a

gorrisop.  Thus pl-epm-ed I falt assurance of being
in- full ﬁglmng trim, .

Colonel Russell's large train began its march
to-day.

Wepnesoay, April 18th. ~— Among the many

. teams that rolied pest  to- -day wore those of our

frisuds Brockway, MoKibben, ote. A large num-

" “her of goverument _wngbns from ‘S8anta Fe went by.
- These will probubly be sold in Independence to .
" emigrant parties,

Three of our porty who went
lash ‘evening  to Irwin's returned to-day, bringing

- with them eight mules and thres  horses. They
- hag, while ot his form, made a trade with Mr,
._Irwm, giving him a favorite dun mule for éwo "
*. other mnimals,

_Great fault was found at this bar-
tor by some members of our mess, and it was

$ho veensioni of a bitter qunrrel this evening; . one

never afterwards healed, Cordial relations, I regrot
to say, wero sovered, At fimes the fire ‘smoul-
dervd, but again .and’ ngam it burst forth into
flames on the plmns

40 FRACTIOUS OX.ENr—FIGHTING EMIG‘RANT&

Baok of this unpleasunt oucurrence lay the fact
that Mr. Washington had bsen selected captain
of our mess, which faci had excited the jealousy
of one¢ of cur number who aspired to the- position,

My, Washington eared nothiig for _suoh honors; .

he woe at all ‘times rendy and anxious te d his
port, and . waw, morééver, too . proud and  téo mag-

nanimous to resent any hickerings on the part of

opponents, although hke othsra of our number ha
could not but be Lruntly annoyed by them, - Per-

sonally I had no part, either 1n the omgm or

continuanco of the quarrel, ‘but a8 the known

friend of ‘Mr. Washington my position conld mot: .
be questioned. - . .

One of -the ey, - who.n baing drurcm to ummp, '

wtrayed off and hed to bo aboandoned for the
night. A lot of Loxen, about uixty in number,

wera driven” past us. m-(luy, some ‘were yoked to-

gu;hm, but the gmutm' pazk having no - such
restraint, scemed wild ‘and uncontrollable, fighting
and goting ench _other, 'pulling down fences, and
cutting " antica genm'ully Wo obtained qunrteru for
the mules in Mr. Rico's hmnym'd

Quarrels nmong emigrants in - tha town occur
with great frequeney; to-day thers is a report. of

a man having heen kllled in one of these lkll‘- :

m:shos )
Tnunsmv, Apul lth =— An carly search wus
made for our lost mule, ind after & few’ hours

it was pecoverod. Our friend, Jol}n A Wlllook, of

3

" sion reigned supreme thore.

DUMPLING DINNER~ACTIVE INDEPENDENCE, 81

Pistaburgh, paid us a visit and took dinner with
O_n.ptniq‘ Pye, We also. entortained ‘membera of
©ol. Rubsell's company,

Mr. McBride astonished us at dluner by setting
before us a pot of apple dumplings ‘which he had
cooked with vonsummate skill,

Fripav, April 20th.—The passing by of emi.
grait trains westward bound is become se common
an ocenirence ench day es to be no longer a
novelty, and to noto the fact would be both woari-
some and monotonous. ."About’ forty wagons, mostly
drawn_by oxon, went past us in the course of a

few "hours to-day, while largs numbers going by

other ronds, of course escepe .obsorvation.

Qur neighbors in  genoral gatherod mouml_bur'_

eamp five to-night, and- with song end nfn;'y unil
near midnight we passed ‘tho hours cheerily,
- Barurpay, Apeil 21st; —Cumyp business took . me
to Indopendoncs this morning, © Noiso and -confu-
' Praders, trappers and
emigrents fllled the stroots and stores, All were
in o huwry, josting ono snother, and impasiont
to got through with thelr business. - The salosmen
wore overworked, but gdod nature aided. them in
preserving their tn.mpers Mules and oxen sirove
for the d#ight of way. “ Whon” and “haw” re-
sounded on every a.idn-;'-whilé the loud.” eracking
of ox poails; squenking of wheols and rattling of
chnins, mingled -with the oaths of tanmntms, pro-
duced o din indeseribable,



14 SN STE WAR!‘.—EEPUTH TION.

“Our guide, Jim Btewart, for tbe first time muted
our comp, staying over night, Like many frontier

men he is addicted to gnmhhng, and i, was"
‘feared that its fuscinations nnder the ‘mnliitnde of -
might lead him to disap-

presens - opportunities,
point us, or at laust. occasion unnegessary delay.

Ou our_arrival hero, the one whose name wes to
aid whom most of all - ‘we folt L
unxious $o soeUre for a guide,—pnd we were by
no -moans alone in thiv,—was Kit Gnrson, whose ~

us most familiar,

‘conneotion with Col, Fromont's oxplorations had
given him such wide celebrity Carson, however,
could not boe fuund, and wo aftorwards lem'nud-
that he had not left his home In Toas,” New
Mexico. Bui u.uning frontier - people, especiully'
thows i the neighbufhuod of Independence, wo
learnoed of one even miu'e highly lta'gnrded, and os bet-
wor Atted for sn ndventure such sy we were about
to undortake, This was Jim Btewart; who by some
good fortune, we wfterwards ascertained “was to be
our near noighbor, connected with, Qu‘gt. Pye's mess.
Had is been our.intention to hunt buifndo, . trigp
boavers, or fight Indiaus, Carson, so we were told,
would -porhiaps be entitled to ‘the ;'n_'el'erqncu ; but
to be in chargo of .an omigrant train, to order
oneh day’s march, to say whero to cneamp, and
how to tuke cofo of mules, it was  declored thas
Btewart - had no vgual, . This was _the  univorsal
iunr.lmouy of those who know what was rcquimd;
from thoir own porsonal nequaintanco with pradrie
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44 CHARAC‘TEAJSTJCS oF oug LEADER.
" teamster. - He'. was by bhth a Scot, abaut. ;
forty years of age,. of msdinm helght hair red . =
and curly, ruddy complexmn, wn'y, " herculean in

girength, and quick as hghtnmg in thought and.

action, He eared’ 1’)19 for mules then for .men,
and cousidered it his first duty to lack cut for them ;
the men, he ‘always ‘sn'id, could tske care of them-
selves. He seemed too, ns one born to command ;
his -word, wae law, and onece- uttered, was mnever
questioned,. Experience _]nul vipened hia judgment

as to muke it aéknowledgbd by these who knew -
- what was menut by experience.

wns, he ever ma.mtninad the regard and confidence
‘of all.

a ‘grond picture, . by D1ummond of Montrose

mounted on a cart en his road to execution, In ;

cthe windows ai' Moray Houso, on one side of the

“atreet through which ‘the_ procession is pasying, are '

péato:d, hi¥ enomies, -Ai'gy]e, Lorn¢, Loudén and

“others, ag if to ba witnessps of his supposed humili-

_ ation,  Prondly ereet and never deigning to mo-
‘tice their prosonce, u hero in Agure and in every

lineament” of  his countenance, as though  fresh
from victory and cruwnud with" laurels, the noble

Seot vides on unduunted. When frst I suw that
* great pioture, instantly the -figure of Jim Stewart

was reealled to my view, so ‘mueh did he I‘ObBIllblB-.’

his far-fumed countryman’ in person and in’ manners,
Our driver, Joe Bugly, joined us to-night. This
«dny bas Lean the warmest we have yet had, and

Autoerast that he-

In t.ha na.t.mna.l gallery. at Edinborough is.

- ossary in maintaining thein.
over, who were. to Dbe our companions on the

EXPERIENCE —~ESTINATION OF MESSOURIANS. 48

life; and this, in the light of subssquent experi-
ence, became our _vex}diot, and that of thousands
who crossed the' plains in . ’40, and learned what
thie intrepid leader hnd beem able to do. For
yours - Btewart had been in charge of the trains
of traders going beck and forth -between Independ-
enco ‘and Santa. Fo and Chihushua, and such
being his reputation, Col. Doniphan, in command
of & detnchment of the renowned “Army of the
Weat” during the Mexican War, had solocted lim
as wagon master, Ho had, moregver, "experience
in fighting Indinns, and wus rveputed also to o
an expert buffnlo hunter,
mento, although owing to his positien he wns
neither expected or required to enter into the
engugement,
-the charge thnt was made, and was close at the
side of Col. Oweny when, that gallalmr ofticor foll

in that memornbie fight,

- His chief value to us was his knowledgu of n}u]ué,
the attention they regunired, their .powers -of endur
ance, aud of the smount of food, water and ‘rost nec-
-Qur neighbors, more-

plains, were in gonern ‘Missourians, most of whom
hind led the same life ss Stewart, and had beon

with_him through the Mexienn campoign, They’

understood munles us though thoy were blood relw-

any nmm-g‘mmy
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the temperaturs seems- o luwa the effect of increas-
ing the tide of emigration, which in a continuous
stroam has poured past us all day long.

Suwpay, April 224, — A large company of Mex-
ican traders from Santa Fo wont by Some .of .

“their wagons wers ‘drawn by as many a8 ten

mulos
Mospay, April 23d. — A hard rain began falling
in ‘the night, continuing through most of the -

day, much to my ghseomforh while acting as cook.

Wo feel under much obligation to Mr, Irwin, from
whom we have purchased males, and to Mr. Whits,
a storokeoper in  Independence, for many: acts of .

kindness, Each has offered to give us credit for ’

such length of time - ns wo might require for any- -
thing needed, and the former even tendeved the
loan of money should woe fihd ourselves wenting.
Such marks of confidence on: the part of sirangers
aro’ traly flattering, while they do not fail to
oxcite our gratitude, Our purses pra growing slim,

“but we have no thought of availing oursclves of

such offers on the part of theso kind friends. -
About o yenr nfter. the timo of which we.now
write, Mr, White concluded to remove his business

_m"Suuta Fe, and started thither with a stock of

goods necompanied hy his wife. When within »
shoit dissance of - their destihation, they were met
by a band- of .Apnclie Indians: Mr. White was
murdorod and his wife takeu_prisoner.' Kit Carson
and n pn.i-[;y from Toas, learning of this, went sk

At the baitle of Bacrs..

he was conspicuously prominent in.

tions, and we afterwards found ' them ready for
Btewart was their loau idenl of

~ = qErR sy S——
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48 TWO NOTABLE CONPANIES IN MOTION.

_ones In purmit of the mvagﬁ, but Just as they

came in sight of them they killed Mrs. White

and fled. When Carson and his party -came up
to where the Indians had baan, the body of the .

murdered woman was yet warm. ‘' No time was
logt in following the miscreants and in dealing

out  sovere punishment, severn! of them being
“killed within o few- hours.

But how small such
cnmponsntion for the valtable lives destroyed |
TussDAY, Apru 24th,— Among the tide of emi.

grants todny wns i large company from_Cingin-

i, well equipped. They woie uniforms similar to

those' of Uncle Bam’s soldiers,  Their wagon beds -

‘were made of ivon, gt uud'pormhlo, and' it is
claimed for them that they will hé found specially
suited for crossing rivers, not requumg caulking
to muke thew: wator-tight, .
A lotter from ¢x-Govornor Boggs, of Missouri, now
& resident of Californin, causod much stir in Inde-
pendence to-dny. Tt spoaks of Lis poveity when he
tenched the Pacific, und of lis present wealth, and
advises certain of his relutives to drop everything and
start for the land of gold.  Three more mules, & re-
cent - purchase, were brought to camp this eveuiilé.
. We are completely surrounded by eamps: of °
emigrants, aud to-night another large pnlty froin

 8Bteubenville has been added, )

.. Tiurspay, April | "Gth —-I‘d“m Bryaut’s company -
wnh one hundred and (ity packqnu]es went pnat s
i ‘this morning, all looking in fine trim.

SHELLING CORN—~A TRIAL TRIP, 47

This evening we drew lots for the cholce of riding
animale, Mr. Washington was fortunate in getting
the first pick, and chose a large, fine, bay atallion,
Following all others, by getting the last choice I had
left to me a Mexican - horse, not prepossessing in
appearance, and of doubtful parts, ~ The others. goi
mules, some of them admirable for toughness; all of
the low-built. Spanish stock. Besides theso, we have
ten other Spanieh mules for the wagons; all very
superior animals,

Fripay, April 27th.—We spent. several hours
shelling corn in Mz, Rice’s harn; a laberious operns
tion. The mode was this: the edge of a shovel was
so placed as to resi upon, and project over the side of
a wooden box, while the sheller, sitting nstride the

‘handle, drew the ear of corn athwart the shovel's

edge ; the loosened grains falling into the box.

When this job was finished wo harnessed the mules
and made a trinl trip. The animals were refractory,
and not at all plonsed with the vestraint put upon
them, FEvery one seomed to bo suddénly possessed of
a-dozen legs, and each of these so set as to be able to
strike simultaneously in all directions, Thoy turned
themsalves constantly to all points of the compass,
and liad their inner and outer sides beon rovorsed, I
scarce think such changes would have excited surprise.
Ocepsionally getting ‘nstride the traces, they kicked
until wo thought nothing would be left, Whilst some
pulled, others backed, At times, poising on their

back feet was a favorite attitnde; and this they

e e e e A ———
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varied by resting on thoss in frout, while their hindey-
most-heels gyrated in the air. A fow miles down the
road, and then badk to camp, was suffivient. exerciss
“for the ‘doy ; ind wo were by no means sure that the

stubborn unimals were brought into the least subjec- -

) titm e one thing only of which we were positive
was, that they accomplished avery font possibie - for
mules to uttomps, After this trinl trip, some of the
animals which had not been previously branded were
put through this interesting oporation; - The unpleas-
ant news reached us fo-duy, that n band of Indians
had stampeded the mules of an emigrant party in
the neighborlioed of the Kunsas River. ’ :

Our march will begin to-morrow, To-dny ends
the sixth wook of camp lifo, attendoed much of the time

‘with great discomfort, on nccount. of inelsment’

woather, incidont to a spring heving many of the
clmmcbum.tiuu of winter, Wo have lived on reugh

" fare, nnd undorgono many lmrdships, but all the while

have’ eugoyed heolth beyond any experience in our
past lives, . All have gained in flosh ; my own incrense
has beon fiftcen pounds; Mr. Scully has outgrown his
- elothes, and been compoelled to trade pertions of his
wardrobs as bost he could. [ am heppy to vecord that
our upirits are in keeping. with our bodics,. We fuel

too, after this protracted encampment, as though -~

Missouri had bocome our sdopted State ; und, indeed,

ite honutiful hills und valloys often romind us of our.
" own loved Ponnsylvania,

e . e el . s s .
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OLD SOL POINTS WESTWARD. 49

As the shadows of evening gather, while I 8it in the
tent door and watch the declining sun hovering
above the horizos, bathed in a sea of its own efful-
genes, it seems to beckon us onward, bayond the vast
prairies, beyond the rugged mountains, to what we are
prone to imagine its resting place, the yet far. off
mighty West | )
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. B0 THE MARCH BEGUN.

" CHAPTER IV;

THE OVERLAND MARCH. ¥ROM THE MISEQUAL cmw )

. TO THRE KANBAB RIVER.

A'I‘URDAY, Apr il 28th. — The gresting of a bright
S sun this morning seemed fo augur well for the
uummencomant of our mmch uhd throughoul; it’
continued o luve]y doy, Of course, there waa unusual
“hustle in eamp. Tho corn shelled yesterday had to'be-
pat into sacks, weighed; and placed in the wagons,
Then the harnessing begau, with experiences about
similar o' those of yosterdny. . Next we struck our
tent, and wrﬁpping_ the canvas around the poles,
- Hlung-gll into-the wagon; then utrnppmg the meua
. chest to the ttul-hom‘d and hanging the cump kettla,
helow, wo finally eracked whips and avted,
-The two wagous of Captain Pye's mess took the
lnntl getting off.nt ton o'clock. We got started about

an hour Inter. ‘Oui mulos bothored us greatly. When
only u foi rods from camp, they came to-a déad halt ™~
in an jnsignificant rovine. Neithor mild persuasion

s sovers deubbing for o while had the effoss of
cmaking them pull together. But when our patience

had foirly ocozed out, when our strength was about .

gone, 'aml it seemed as if no more exertion could be
put forth. they staried off th:.maelves, n.nd wnlked

WU SUDY MRS ONEY
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quietly on as if nothing had happened. The mule is’
a singulm' animal ; j every spring it has to be broken .

tu ‘work, gs if it never bofore hed known what it wae
to b harpessed. It works hard through summer and

" fall, endures privntions, both of food and water, ns

per]mps no other animal can, tuless it be the camel,

" and will ‘surmount any obstacle’ possible for its

mpster~-man.  For travel on -the plains it i

' ~ naturalty woll adapted, while the horse is not.

© Fresh . tronbles, constantly occurring, gave us little
chance to observe the beauties of natare. Bue one,

* -fower in the vast plain did not fail to atiract notice,

Upon “an eight-by-ten shanty on the roadside, which
some enterprising individual had erected, and in

" létters large ns the house itself, wna clm"-ed tlm one

word : “WHISKY [”

At.thres o'clock we reached Blue River, a stmam
ahout ten yards w1deL and three foet deep at the
erossing. Its' current was swift, with a grovelly
bottom, On either side of it was a bolt of timber, aud

_fuite a lulge number of emigrints were encamped in
. these wodds. Mr. McBride, who has an eye for. the
. beautifal, said that he noticed some handsome women

in these camps; but long doprivation, it should be

" remembered, would Jhave the offeet of making
- snything i petticonts look charming. Wa had much

difficulty in crossing Blue River, for its banks were
deep and precipitous. Our mules at first refused to

-enter the water, and when they did so, were unwilling
“to Jeave it so, that we wero obliged to barrow from
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‘two hours later,
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the neighboring camp & yoks of oxen, which pulled
the wagons high up on dry land with wonderful ease.

While fastening n'chain. from the ox-yoke to the axle. )

tree of our wagon, [ became thoroughly d;enehed and
¢hilled to the innermost hones. ’
At six o ‘clock We resched the frontier line of

Musouri. which marks the separation between civilized -

and uncivilized life.” Boyond were the yast plains as
yob seldom vizited and but little known to the white
man,—~the home of. the Indian,~the land of  the

. buffulo. Here slongside the farm of & Mr. Lipscomb

we encamped, and by permission used an enclosure

near his barn for confining cur animals; the last

opportunity of this kind it wonld be possible te enjoy.

It was arranged that one-half of the coipany should
be on guard duty each night, and rost on the alternate
night; that there should be four watches, of two hours
encli: the first beginning at eight o'clock, the. next at
ten, the third at midiight, and the last as two, ending
at four o'clock; when commonly thé march shonid be
rosnmod. Those erlled for -any particular watch,
when next resuming guard duty, were fo be advanced
My, Washington and myself volun-
teored for the last wu;tch of this night, and conse-

“quently two nights later ours will become the first

wateh,  Distanco traveled to-day, twelve miles, _'l‘uml
from Independoence, twonty miles. .
Sunpay, April 29th,— At two o'clock with Mr.

Washington 1 mounted guard,  The stars, keeping
vigil over the enmp; struggled with the darknoess, and

Fiel

AT et -

B4 RAIN STORM—NOTHING; WHEN USED T0 IT.

towards him saw that he was dragging a groat fence
ral], to replenish the fire, He explained thar. he- was
so overcome by foar, lest T should fling the axe at him,

that ot first ho was unable to utter a word, . The-
adventure cdused considernble merriment in the -

morning when it became known through the camp.

* At four o'clock the day hogrm to break, aud hnvi.ng :

prepared a pot “of coffeo for our meas, we called it first.
‘Then arousing Stewart, lm gave orderﬁ to bogin
the day’s march, . :

We wore soon in motion, continuing over the hard

and smooth Suute Fo rond. A heavy  rain storm’ a
coming up, we were compelled for a fi'mo. to halt ; for '
- it cume in such’ gusts, that neither wen nor animals -
could fapo iﬁ; the former took shelter on the lee side

of tlie wagons, nnd the mules turned thelr tails to the
severo cloments.  After the rain, the air beoame very
chilly ; and riding, in wet clothing we were, of course,
' quite utmomfoum.hla " This, howover, was but the
b(.gmnmg of an exporiehce to which in time we would
become inured, g

In the course of the mormng, wlulat. riding be\sldﬁ

Mr, Scully, wo stopped to watei cur animals at a way-
side’ poul. My horss, not sntisfied to stand on .the
brink, walked into the water, und’ forthwith began to
sink in mire. In my ondewvor to extricate the
“animal 1 found it necossary to dismount, and in
dotng this, by some mischance, loaped into the midst
of the pond. Scrambling out, I had considerable
difficuity in getting the .horse to follow ; pi_ld when he

- trian ever after.

ON GUARD DUTY~FRIGHTFUL O8/EcT.  GB

: the’-m'arniﬁ[; alr was chilly, so that I was glad to hug’
" the dying embers of the camp fire, as dirccted by my

companion, whilst he startad off to see if the mules in
theii enclosure were all right. He had not been gone

_“long until, in & direction about opposite that ;ownrc_ls
. which he started, I discovare__d by the dimi lights hung

up in the héavens a curious figure approaching where
I stood, with what seemed like g tail eight or ten feet
in length dragging behind i,
wild beast, man or devil, I could not divine, all these
were the suggestions of the moment. [ had my
musket beside me, but realized how utterly useless it
was, being unloaded.  Rushing to our wagon, I took
down an axe, nnd with this hastened to mect the
enemy ; and when within slinging distnnce, raised this
new weapon above my head, and by signs amade
known my desire that. it should disclose its
infentions, No answor was retut-}wd, 8o thue T was

- sore bewildered; and it beeame painfully manifest that

lesitation in the midst of this embarrassment might
“hring me into serious danger. Though I had not time
to ureer them I-seemed to eatch o hint from the words
of [Il'll]lll.t in the presence of his fathor’s ghast.

* He thou a spirit of health, or goblin damn'd, '

Dring with thee airs fronr heavesn, or blasts from hell;
" De thy intents wicked, or charitable, ¢
. Thou com’st in such a questmuahle shape,

‘I‘llnt I will apeak ta thee* |

Oilu' more twirling my bﬂlt.lc\-nxt' mid-nir, I gried,
L SSpenk ;” when o faint-voice sald, WColonel 1® At
“onee [ knew it was Mr. Washington, and going

‘Whother it woro some’

LAME MV HORSE—~CONSEQUENCES. 56

'diti:éo, dissovered tha_f he had lemed himself In his
" Joft thigh so that I could nae him but litile afterwards,

This ocourrence eventually led to the use of my own

_ logs in orossing the continent, instead of thoss I had

caloulated upon, and I thus became an expest pedes-
_ My fellow travelers, however, ware
often glad to place their animals at my disposal,

* when wearied by long ridmg they sought relief in

walking,

A wolitary tree in the vast prﬂ.luas, & wall known
landmark,—and with a’' nnme, too, “the lone elm,"—
in-the absence of everything else to relieve the weary

_monotony, was an object of considerable interest ; and

near to it, about noon, we halted for a short rest.
In the course of the day we passed numerous trains
of emigrants, in many of which we observed femalos,
At five o’elock, having reached the farm of a civilized
Shawnee Indian, named Rodgers, on a small stream
calted Bull' Creek, we camped for the nighs. Mr,

" Rodgers and his shree wons, young men, came out and

grooted us in'good English. Thoir dress was that of
people in the settloments, and they were living in
appurent comfort in a small, nont fmme house-with a
vegutablo gurden about it.

Finding our wagon too heavily laden we concluded
w unpack, and lighten it us much as' possiblo. In so
doing we woro able’ to presont the Indian family with
& considerable amount of clothing, a fair sized
library, two bushels of bonns, two pigs of lead, half u

keg of nails, implomonts of husbandry {a plow among

s = e
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88 LIGHTENING UP—LOSING THE WAY.

the number), nad a lot of mechanical taols,: We we_ig

* joined this evening, agoording to & previous arrange- |

ment, by & porty consisting of five men from Olio,
and ona from the city of Boston. “They had a wagon
drawn by six mules, beside three rid'ng snimsls. It
was midnight when our repacking ended ; and the
night being clear, wo slept in the open air, - Distance,
twenty-two miles, - e ; o .
Moxpay, April 80th.—Tt was six .o’clock hefore we
got stavted, ulthough the camp had been roused two
hours earlier, ' s e
" Being detained somewhat ofter the train moved off,
and not having watched ite course, I missod the way
- after having started, and did not discover my mistake

- until T hind gone fully two miles in a wrong direction, .
The road I had taken led into a ivm_)rl. and eventually - 3 k

dwihdled to a biidle path,” Retracing my steps to Mr.,
Rodgery’  housd, he pointed out the right wuy,

Reaching the main tradl, no signe were noticeable of
d ovor it; but I porsevered,
feeling overy nssurance that 1 wes going in the prap_ér o
dircetion. The vond being hard and in general

wagons having  prsse

smaoth, the only marks observable were some rutd
‘made dufing rain in the previous autumu. At length
u tidl, newly made, diverging from the main road,
was scen,  Dismounting snd making close ingpection
1 saw signs which convineed me that this truil- was
the p ‘
sight of the wagons @On coming up to our porty I
found n discussion in progress s to whether in

88 WAKARUSA CREEK—~SHAWNEE HELP.
' fhir'ty feet, snd in depth .tiu-as feet. In descend-
-ing to the stream as many men os could be ser-
'yiéouble chetked the motion. of ‘the wheels, hold-
jug them back, and it was thus that each wagon
mado a safe descent. Bub the msin diffculty was
in reaching the top of the bank opposite. By
doubling tenms, yelling ab and whipping the mules,
while many shoulders-pushed at the wheels, the flrat
wigon got ncross in safety. But an easier method
was found for thoss that followed. On either
bunk of the stroam wore settloments of Shawnee
Indians, living in smull feame houses, and having
an, v of comfort about them, Tholr adjacent
fm'ms,‘tua,_'wem it good condition. Ome of the
[ndians, sceing -our difficnlty, came to our aid
with n pair of fine oxen, At fivst we thought'
oven theso sturdy amimals would not prove ser-
vieonble, for after getting a wagon lalll way 'up
~ the ‘bank it was found rolling back again, and but
_for. timely scotching would ‘have again been in
" tho stream, Taking time ‘to breathe for ‘a fresh .-
sturt, however, they went ne it agnin, and in. the .
next effort succceded. Thus cach wagon in turn
was taken snfely across. . E

Some’ Kaw Indians watched our operations” ab ..

-the ford, ovidently with - much interest, One of
their number was an old chioftain, Kachings, who
spoké Huglish . frirly well And T noticd wiso
~nmong them some ol the _par't'y who ‘u short time

since’ paid us a visit while we lny encamped in’

roper one to follow, and in a lictle time came in 4 Iy

:
-
1
E
1
3
:
e ‘.‘
:
o
-
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' - EMIGRANT TRAIL—~REDUCING CARES. BT

loaving the Banta Fo road, as had been done for the
purpose of entering the Oregon trail, they had ml;de_i
propor divergence. Satisfied ab length that they were
going right, wo continned to move onward, Thus it

.gﬂ;en happena whon the trail is bus p001-iy defined in
‘consequence of emigrant parties pursning different

courses, while yet following in one general direction, .
that the traveler is froquently a% a loss to know
w]mth_er or not he is going oright. In general, there’
is a well bvaten trail, but in places it may. be over-
grown with grass, aud only by searching for and
finding wheol tracks made in the present or former

. ybars, ia there any.indication of u course,

- ki my wnni:lar_ian_ this moruing an Indin 1'uh1u;r;
coat, strappod to my saddle, was lost. Leggings of
the same material T had givon away ou the previous

. 6vening ; thus my cares were gradually being roduced,

The benutiful undulations of tho plains are like

. waves of the ocean, and whilo there is much monot-

uny, there is "nevertheloss constant veriety ; for no
two of the billows, whethor of land or wator, m-e.
precisely alike, ' ) -

Bome small streams with muddy banks gave us
mublu,_but we doctored them hy cutting -down
hi'mhes to cover the mire, and thus afforded i;ha
mules a foothold. ' -

4 keon, cutting wind to which we were exposod
throughout the dny, was quite disagreeabls. -

~ Towards evéning we romched Wakarusa Oreek, a

stream  with preeipitous banks, in . width about

KAW INDIANS IN WAR PAINT, 50
Missouri. - They 'wore buckskin pants and mocca-
sins, znd. had blankets closely drawn about them,

-and énch carried & rusty rifle, © Their hair wes
shaven -close to their scalps, excepting a small

tuft that waa left about the crown of the head.

Their faces were coated with vermilion, streaked

with yellow and black paint, hideously envage.

and terrifying’to behold, did we not know it was ail
‘moonshine, for they were harmless, boyond a natural

- disposition to pilfer whenever opportanity offered.

They: staid about our camp until near sundown, when
we compelled them' to take up their line of march.

Wo cast dur nets into the Wakarusa, but caught .

no fish, After supper I bathed in the. stream, and
though  oxceedingly cold, I felt greatly' refreshed
after the day of toil ond troubls. ' N

* Our camp was besutifully located in. a little cloar-
ing in the woods, and we were giv sbout by the
creek, which in its windings brought us within
the radius of an almost cdmp]et-e circle. "My horse
was worse than useless to-day, for being. quite
Inme, I was obliged to lead him.

7 This evening two genklemén, Lieutenant Blukey
and Mr. Samuel Handy (or “Handy Andy,” as
we afterwnrds called him,) rode. into camp and
passed the night with us. Their companions with
tho wagons .are nt some distance behind, but are
expecting to be up with us in a few days, when
by n previous - arrangement they are to bLecome
part of on comprny.
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" camped. beside it.
" about four hundrod yards distant.

“tant from the “tradl:

w - CAXRYING COALS TO NEW CASTLE.

One .of our .wagon whesl boxes having given
trouble, we put it in order; then, having gtea.aed
the axles, thers was little delay in. seeking for
the night's vest.

pocformed, lasting until ten -o’clock,

Distancs,
fourteen miles. ;

“Tueapay, May 1si.— At soven o'clock -pur march
was rosumed, and through -a mistaken expectation’

ulmt. wo would next encamp on the ppen pluins

"o “cotried Wilh ud”spplies of wood and water.

The road was well beaten, but dusty. We, passed .
eight wagons drawn by oxen, and cne by mules.
At thres o’clock, reaching a small streamn we en-
Wood for fuel was found ab
Cold winds
prevailed fhrough ihe day, and we . were visited

" by o saverv rain storm shortly after eneampmg

Distance, t.wanty-oue miles,
Wipxgspax, May 2d.— Starting shortly after six,

- hour Inter. s thunder storm with rain visited

g, ofter which the sun came out bnght u.nd
warhy.
Our road- continued over a plain dnstitute of

-treas, uxuupt oceasionally an isolated clump dis-"
At noon we crossed 4 small .
stroaut} the lmnka_, A8 sual, being stesp .and-

miry, thore. was' nb lMttle difficulsy in getting over
i Out wagon in purticular, last in reaching - the
ford, -hind ispecinl trouble. Our driver, besides

But befors that luxury conld be .
" granted me two hours of guard, duty had to be

£
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-excecdingly difficult. -

-ance, a8 ho

pmn;-'uz.q-r SURMOUNTED, - 61

being young, proved to. be 'profroking]y reckless,
Htewart was careful to direet him how to proceed,
but he gave little heed to the orders: and went
down the declivity whistling away as if on a
dend level. When in the middle of the stream
he suffered his team. to halt, instend of pressing
it on, and thus lost the force of the momentum
goined, making the nscent of the opposite bank
Our ‘mules having becoms
somewhat manngeable, this new balk waa ‘highly
discouraging, and was wholly owing to Baghy's

-varelessness,  Mr. Ray, or. “8horty Ray,” ns he is

usuplly colled—~being low in siature, though wun-
commonly stout—in charge of one - of Captain
Pye's teams, and who as a dviver. in Doniphan’s .
regiment 18 old in experience, caune 1o our nssisi-
did- on many occasions afterward,
With Btewmt. on one side of the .team and Ray
on the other, and - both up’ te their . waists in
water, lashing away with their groat loathern whlps
and eursing as wagoners only ean—n grent ne-.
cossity in times of difficultios, as they seem to
think—and onr own mess also in the strenm with
thelr shoulders to the wheols and yelling like mod-
men, the wheels -began to move and pmsen!;ly the
top of the bank was gnined.

We met two wagons laden with furs from some
tmdmg post en voule for the States,

When- within & couple of miles of the. Kansas
River a halfbreed Kaw Indian rode up and ad-
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-vised that- ¥

-moruing,

682 kAnSAS IR'-! VER CROSSING.~HORSE TRADING.

o take the lower forry orossing, Soon
after another cnme with the advice that' we take
the upper forry, adding that thie . last mesgenger-

.wea only a rinmer employed by the owner of the

ferry he vepresonted. Aware thaoi it .was of Nitle
consequence which shonld be chosen—while Kaw
number two must have thought that we: p]nced him in’

the same eibogeiy in which hé had put his brother

Indisn—we dvove to the' lower ferry. Another -of
theso hnlf-broeds drove up; like the others met
he spoke in English, and. dressed wnlso in eivilized

gorments, Ho rode o fine dun colored horse, for

which T proposed s teade, and wo' mmls a temporary

.uxc]mnge for trinl, agrecing to talk moru about 1t
in tho morning,

Bhortly after one oclock we reuched -the furly
and encumpod, concluding to Yemain there until
Tho Cinciunati company 8o ‘hondsomely
equippod, of which I made provious 'mention,:wns
in the' web of croaﬂ'lug. Its wmembers presont o
fine appearance in their blue: uuii‘or_.lim, but only a
fow - soom inclined to work. “Their twelve- way,ons,
l)uiit of iron, and czpressly for the forringe of
rivors we wero told, did: noc, from some 6nusw,
auswer the purpose., - :

The Kansas ab tlus pomt wis over two hundrad
feet wide, with o swift «urrent. A narrow bell of

timbor—ouk, hickdry and cotton-wood—skirts the -
streatn -on oither side.,
“eanght only soniy useless gars,

Weo cast a net for fish, but

Bome of our party .
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ENLARGE OUR PARTY—CORN VS. GRASS, 63

bathed in the river, and. found it quite enjoyable,
as & Gfream g0 lnrge afforded .opportunities for

swimming.
In tha course of the dn.ys march we obmrved, to

" the left of the road, & number of mound. like forma-

tions, possibly the work of a pre-historio race.

A mess. of six men from New York, having &
wagon drawn by six mules, united* with us this
evening. Our company now conmsts of twenty-four
‘persons, and. with others expected to join us, we
wilt have in the neighhorhood- of forty,

- Thus far the corn, upon which our mules have
hvun fed, lms been carried in a wogon brought for
-this pul'pose. Whai remaing of this supply we
- distributed nmong our several wagons, as it is the
intention of the toamster who brought it thus far,
to raturn with his wagon to Wostport, Mo, * in the
. morning; ond ‘e will also.carry with liim lotters

_' ‘which we lave written to friozids in tho Bintes,
The ‘grnss erop is yet too seant to bo of servies,

and although we hnrve quite nn amount of corn left,”
it must bo fed sparingly, We slept in the open air,
and bup seldom after this pitched our tents. When
it was wot, one or two usually found shelter in the
wagon whilo the remainder luddled togothor as
best they could sleep undernoath. I was on guard
te-night from twelve until iwo o'elock. It is 4
matter  of - frequent discussion, without dofinite
conclusions being fenched, ne to. which of the sovernl

€ Fyam this theu wminall vllage s grows Kousas Cliy,
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:wna_‘.cheé is the mnst'tryi;tg. WAt the close of & long -

mn.r'uh, when, weary and worn, the mu‘_leé heving

been picketed, suppor over, and -all are ready for

rest in whatever spot it can he found, it is & painful

thought to contemplate on the part of those who'

have yet to expend two more-hours on guard duty:
Anad yet to liave one's sleep curtsiled two hours st

- the latter part of the night to serve on the morning

wateh, is also very trying, But what shall we say of
the intermedinte watches—a few hours rest, then to.
be called up, and feeling that the remaining hours
of ulenb dre by mo meuns o enmpbnsution for being
thu«'nnnoyuii? The whole oceasion for guard duty. is

the forir of trouble on the part of Indians, pl'illhipally"
that of having the animals stolen. To be boreft of °
" these we should be bereft indeed:- it would be an

unspeakable calamity~—how would it be possible ejther

FERRYING KANSAS RIVER, 85

CHAPTER V. -

FROM EANBAB RIVER TO PLATTE RIVER,

HURSDAY, May 34.— About eight o'clock the
operation of ferrying the Kansas began, By
menns of & rope, one end ef which was colled ahous
o tree, the wagons were leb dowi the steep banks of
the river, and placed in the boat. Two wagons and
twoelve mules were taken over at o time, the boat:
being propelled by poles, A Frunchninn and his
two sons, who are; hali-breed Kaws, own and work
the ferry, ‘Their charge -is two dollars for each
wagon, twenty-five cents for a mule, avd teh cents
for each man. Double teams were required to haul

‘the wagons up the northern bank, and through the

to go forward or to return withoui them? None of
the Indians thus far met would give ws trouble per-
haps; but the skulking devils who keép ous, of sight = |
are. thoge really -to be afinid of. - We have been ]‘.mir-’.' :
eli‘ng, and will for o time -yot travel, through the
country which the Pawnees inhabit, and we have them’
_in drend. From information obtained, we learn that
“they are off on the war path.against some tribe’ -
hostilo to theirs ; but still the utmost vigilance must
be exorcised- for' fear of their sudden return, and
swooping down on us aH 80 muny valtures, upon
their untural prey. Distance, twondy miles, Total
from Independence, ninety-seven . miles,

deep sand extending & quarter of a mile back from

the viver, It was noon hefore we finished erossing,

and were -in readiness to continue our march, The

Indian with whom I had opened uegotintions for- a
horse trade, declined to exchango his dun horse for
.my nag; lml._ proc!uued a fine looking, but small
'bny pony, and induced me to give him five dollars

- “to boot” I had not Jong to ruc my bargain, for
© the animal was much too lighy for service,

" On account of the corn which had to be earried,
‘ench. mun who had hitherto riddon, wis obliged to
 walk, whils packs  wore placed on thelr riding
‘animsls t nid in wansporting the goods,

oy,
Nicrm ilu of a oopy in
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66 NO NEW HORSE—~NO NEW WAYS. POTTAWATOMIES.—AVERTED STAMPEDE. 81
We had inténded to encamp three ‘miles from our ) vently as far off as when first ‘_néen ; there were none
starting point, on Boldier Creek, but the wagoners - noar our camp, but we found some drift-wood on
in advance, observing some trees which did not tJle nide of the -little stream, which answered for
geem for off, and anight be near water, thought best i fugl. We woro obliged to emrry water in buckots
not to halt, but 4o push forward. Much of the i  for the mules, ne the” banke of the stremn were so
rond wos. through deop sund, the Wwagous often precipitous thoy could not ~bar driven into i, This
ginking - to their hubs, while for men and animals Iabor was excossively toilsome. Just after camplng
alike tho mnrch wes oxcessively tollsomo. My now o band of Pottawatomio Indions on horsoback oame
Bis u:mbynd me greatly ;. we “apporently did not . in u!ght,»driﬂﬂg [y .hetq_ of horses. Becing their
aridirstand  oach 'gl;hiu'. * Acoustomod to Indian - futentlon was to mako.a dush through our auimals,

- manners, ho wus unwiﬂlng to necommodate himuelf ) and ennso o statipodo, we took monsuros to provent
.-.w a change of circumstances, Restive under t.llne this. ~ A number of our men were sent out bheyond
" ond pakiad on his back, he succoeded soveral times ' thio picket liut?s. and as the besiegers -came up,
. i throwing it to cne side; and T was kept constantly i ﬂ.“"ir l.ousu stock wus sent flying in every conceivable
. restoring it to its proper position. It was impossible 7 3 tlu-uet’lou over the plains. The Indinns havinfg now
to lond him; for he would not follow me, and if I “ B sufliient work in collocting their own affrigled
attompted to drive him from behind, he at onee-left ; animals, they gave us no further aunoyance. We
passed by o number of small houses to-day,
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tho rond, Tying him bohind & wagon; 1 digoovered R e _ ;
his would 1ot move his logs, but suffered himself -to ‘ % -2 -mlmbxted by, Imlf-.brm_eds; and along the rond met

g "bu dragged ulong, so thut e “was in danger of g | atr-\'erl'n‘l dl'un‘ken Indians,

i 'lwing stranglod or othorwise injured. I, ascertzined - E W l,ll}e taking our evening meal a score of Potta-
> nt longth that wien T wilked-at his side, he -went { watomies passed near us, but none stopped or
; 1 forward gy woll an [ could desire. Tn this way ho & Shuwu‘.l wgw of howslliey, e

hud boon tought to go by his late mastor; this 3 . Grodt flocks of policans flew nbove the river this
!

avening;. and Btéwart shot.one which ho gave to o
toumstor, who mado of the skin of it a soft somt
for his snddle, keoping the feathered side out,
Rain begon to fall afeer dark, confinuing through
the night, Grass showed signs of “improvement.
Distance, thirteen miles, '

wus Indlan fushion. : .
i . Pho sun way Bercely hot, wo had
§ from hent snd thirst all suffored grently.
. At five o'vlock we.' camo to n small, tributary

" of the Kousas, and encamped, The trees which ‘

wa had -been aktemipting to rench," were .appt-

no water, and |




68 ' RAIN~FIST FIGHT.

Farpay, May 4th.--A vold, pitiless rain’ continuing
to fall; wo remained emcamped’ unf.ﬂ shortly after
one o'clack, when our march was resymed. For &
few miles the road was miry, fatiguing to man and

beast, when we reached another stream; the _erdns- k
On acs
count of ita steep banks great ocare had to he.

ing of which gave us no little trouble,

taken in descending. But a chief diffeulty was in
ascending. the. opposite bank, which ‘was very miry,
and ropes had to be used to pull ths wagona to
the top. One wagbn became so -completely mired
down thar its load had to be taken cut and car-
ried across,
and fell with what I was carrying, spraining on
arm so scverely that besides suffering grent paiu
1 was -unfitted for further. work. . The siream

beside which we encnmped i vm'iously cnlled

Déer and Deep Creek.
A fisi fight, tho first oncounter of ' a dugmce-

ful character, .cnme off this evening betwoen two

- ipembore of Cuptain Kurkuff’s messi; one’ named
Miller, & plain- buc‘nuinly Ohioan,. the oiher
named Clapp, an nnpmtment Yankes, The latter
. provoked the quarral and was rewsrded with rings

ground his eyes, beunng a strong resemb]a.nce to-

ebony goggles.

An opttempt to enteh’ ﬁsh w1th a seine proved

An onterprising reporter, represent-
Undon and The  Independence

unsuceessful,

ing The 8t Louisa
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. were obliged. to wee spades 'ip extricsting wa.gons_'

stalled in .the road. We also “epcountorsd. some
small streams the crossing of which gave ne trouble, -
- at times making the use.of ropes necessary,

‘A Catholic mission established among the Pot-

iawatomios was passed, the houses helonging to: it

" . preseniing appearances of comfort snd nentnese.
. Around one, & ‘long, -low strueture used us &

school house, o' number of Indian lads were play-
ing, much after the manner of our White boys
in the States. :
A spwmill was passod w]uch had pmhably ‘been
. erected for smvmg the lumber used in the mission’
. houses. -Near the mill were & nunber, of huts con-’
"structed of the bougha of . trees’ and covered wxl;h_
" bark. Most of them appeared to be doserted, but
in somo were seen nales and females of the_
. Pottawatomie tribe. S
An Indian of fine appearance, well dressed and

covered with o profusion of trinkets, bells and’

beads, rode with us for a few  miles. His horsa,

of which he was axcoedmgly proud, ‘was o fine-
_]ookin|, mumul and he gave us- l'requent exgmples _‘ .

Cof i3 speed and of his-own excallent horseman-
ship, by racing seross the plmns At my prefer
for o teade of steeds he was much nmused a.nd

. shook hm load qulto kuowingly. '

Rvut.luug a smudl Beren about &ix oclock, we
‘l‘l;tlullllﬂd beside it, and as its banks wore premp;—

While aesisting at this work I slipped

. The nighﬁ ‘was inlensely  dark,
_ clonded, and nothing was visible, éven ‘at o few

ACCESSIONS—ORCANIZATION ~REUNION. 89

Euponiior, wea stationed a6 this polut to make
lists of the names of - emigranis. - Distancs, four
iailes.

SarurDAY, May 5ﬂ1. We wa.ltad until after ten
o'clock this morning for Lieutenant Bla.keya coms
pany, consisting of ten men with two wagons and
twenty-five mules to catch up to us, Updn their

arrlval it wés concluded to effect & formal organiza-
_tion, when Brewart was unanimously elected Captain ;
_and though . this was from the oltset a settled

matter, he was very reluctant to accept the posi-
tion. Lieutenant Blakey was ohosen Captain of-

" the Guard, nd & committee consisting of Captains

Pye, Karkuff and Washington were named to.
prepare articles for our -government. They, how-
aver, ne\;er found time to act, and in' fact chere
was 1o need of formulated rules,

Ahout noon we assisted a little company, wlneh

-, became part of ourselves; in crossmg the stream

and climhing .the steep bank.  Those composing
it wore Cuptaln Sweigler, Doctor Nelson, General

‘Kane and a lad, brother of the.doctor, all from

8t. Louis.. Tliéy liave one wagon and eiglit mules.

_ Bweigler and Nelson served in the famous Doni-

phan rogiment. By these accretions, as will lisve
been ‘observed, we have been grsduu.l.ly forming
reunion ‘of many who belonged t0 an grm of the
service . which acquired unusual distinction during
the late war, The march resuﬁied, our way led
over & low, flat, marshy ground, and twice we

SAMPLE OF HMORNING WORK. 7

tous we used 'dll_.u' spades vigér,dusly toward their
improvemens, t0 facilitale crossing in the morning,

" About dark we had a shower of rain.

I was .on guard from ten o'olock nntil micnighs.
the . sky being

paces distant. I .went the dull rounds with a
hand fixed upon & revolver, expecting an encounter

_which, in days to cmné, I might relate to my

grandehildren, but no such good fortuno favored
me, Dlstamm., fifteen miley, ‘

. Sum)u, May 6th, — « Catoh up,” the usunl signal
given preparatory to etarting, was .aounded by the .
morning: watel at flve o'clock, and osch man on

* leaving his tont took it up until the air ‘rang

with, the sound.
-Btriking tents, folding nnd tymg up h]mkets

“and robes, and heaving theso und the mess chest
iuto the wegons occupied a portion .of each mess,

‘while others gothered in the picketed mules, L.
nessed and  hitched them to the wagons, when
on we 1moved.

An honr was consuynad in  crossing the littla
branel, and ropes were brought into use to " nid
the mules as they clambered up the miry banks,

Enrly in our march u cold rain bagun to fall,

_ummumng for two houwrs and making ihe alroady

muddy roads much worse,
After iiine o'elock wo rouclmd Hurricane Creck,
o swiftorinning stream  about exght ym'ds wide,
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but with banks so graded s to present but few diffi-
culties, It was skirted with n large and plentiful
growth of timber, mostly onks, and the acorns lying
shout them were enormously lsrge, and except that

they burned out quickly, answored fuirly well for the °
bowls of tobacco pipes. Mistaking this siream forthe

Little Vermilion we filled our casks with water, as the
guide book stated that.none was to be had betwsen-
* that stream and the Big Blue River. As we pro-
ceeded we found shere was no scarcity of springs or’
rivulets. About & mile hawond Hurricane Creek we

enc.ount.eled nu axtenswe marehy piain’ and were .

ohliged to double tamns, taking over a few .wagons at
a time. In the course of the afterncon we passed the
Cincinnati company, last seen at the Kanaps River,
At six o'clock we oncamped near o fine spring

“surrounded by a clump- of small trees. - A gorgeous -

sunset greeted us this eyeming; perhaps mnowhere
else more flequently ‘than on’ the plaing can such
exhibitiens of nature’s wondrous tlntmg be w1tneased
Distance, sixtesn miles. ;

MonDaY, Muy Tth, — Our march begn.n at five
d'elock: over o rolling pra.ma bn.rren of ‘trees,
pxcept an oseasional clump in somoe ravine or
buside - & wator course;, We crossed two -small
slreams 'rim'rowl_,v fringed. wu;h timber. While
jogging ‘along  an antolope, * within rifle range,
boiunded over the plnins, ‘Some of our hunters

gave chase, but_tho nimble -animal, ‘without sign- .

of discompogure, glided .out of sight.
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Ry VOVYAGEUR SUBI.HTT B VER;VIIJON CE‘EEA'

“Just hefora cumping. o wolf, on rlsing gmund
in . advance of us, suwnyed us cnmposedly, and
$hen ‘gave an exhibition of its’ gkill in departing,

Mr. Huorper, of Indcpandence, o member of
Btowart's mess, by previous arrangement, renched
e tlile evening; mot.lhaving been able to _join
us eaclier, It was from lim woe learned the name
of the creck whors we. ‘camped at:moon ; he having
obtained his information from . the well known
voyageur, Sublette,* . whom e hud met in” the
course. of tho day, snd who is, thoroughly -conver-
‘spnt with the L,uugmphy of tho entire region west

of t.wlhmnwn ,—whosu name, ‘too, is sttached tolw '_

“ens off” in the Rocky Mountains, which he dis-
covered, and “hmh we ought not to forget while

memory losts ; na-will hurc.uft:.r be seen, The mis--.

take which we had fallen into yoaterdny,” supposing

II urricang
led us to considep the latter stream os the ™ Blp;

Blue” DPay warm, \hght plensant.: A benutiful
moun kept its ahlent vigils over us u8 we glept undor

the wide, blue eanopy. Distance, twonty miles,
Prgsnsy, May Bth.—From four o'clock until
eleven . onr margh  was over 8 trovless  prairie,
when b the Jatter hour we  struck Vermilion
" Creck, nostream forky foet in width, with pebbly

bottom, henutifully clenr, and skirted with timber, ’

«Cuptain Bonueville, in, il greonnl’ which he gives of his adventures
in the Rocky Mounieios, wo far lack ow 1839, thiken inentlon of Eublette
48 promiucit then among the ploncees of ihe I'nrlm.le, and noted ror wmany

extraordinary explolis,

Crock tohe the Little Vermilion, -had -

L3S s €L LEUY CREAAUUKTAGING, (Y

" AL xma o’'clock, l'eu.uh.mg Little Vermilion Cresk,

" . wo crossed and halted for our morning meal,

This stream surpassos in hesuty any thus far seen ;
its bonks ave skirted with timber of -large ghwbl:,
extonding back from cither side‘possibly one hundeed
yards,  An undergrowth of bushes of various kinds
in the woodlands, snd pumerous wild flowers, poeping
up from the f,rean sod, a.dd to tle chortms of the
]uuducupe.

Ow resuming our march, we lefi belhind & man from
each meose to assist our New York friends in making .
repairs to their wagon, neceasitnted by an nooident
nict with in erossing a small stream,

Tho gross along the ronta to-duy was poorer than
any seen for some days; Indiun's, or perhaps mis-
chievous emigrants, having’ recently burned it off by
sotting fire to the old, "dry, crisp grass, which burns
rondily, while the young tender crop is. also lNeked
up by thie flanes. The lurge caravans preceding us
have also eropped it elose, especially-in the neighbor-
hood of places suitable for camping; so that our
flnimaIﬁ fared poorly on the seanty pastires remuin-
lng. . ln passing. through a morsh, our wagon
stulled completely, and we ware dbligerl to unpnck.
most of the load, and eurry it across; our backs
and -those of the mules performing the labor,
This frequent portuging, it noed scarce bo anid, is
tmlnumu ln the extrome. At soven wo encamnpor
nei to g small sluggish stromm. A fow doad trees
tear the water furnished us with -fuel.,

INDIANS—NO FISH—~ADDITIONS~A GRAVE. 8

Yo banks ot the fording place were fearfully
steep, and from twenty ‘to ihirty feet in depth.
“Each wagon lad to be lowered with ropes, and
with these ond the mules combined dragged to’
the opposite bank. A short distance beyond we
encamped one hour for our morning meal, ‘turning
the mules loose -to graze at will on some good
pusturage near by. Whilo on herd guard a few
Indians on an elevaiion were geen watching us

but on finding they were obseived, stole away, In'
the Vermilion, as in two or three other of the
lulger stramms of late, we cast our met for fish;

‘and it soems curious that in these - virgin wntors'
we uniformly meet with no success. A bath in
the Vormilion, during our rest, was eluoyed by

many of the company., . While encamped, four men

from Michigan, with & wngon, two mules and four

Canndian horses, caine up and areanged to travel

with us. Just bofore - resummg our' march, the

wigond which had been disablod caught .up,' and

wo were in condition to move with our full train,
Climbing the ‘hills bordering the valley of the Var.

. n;xllilou, we were once more on the wide extended
- pladna; a vaat, t.xplu!su of green beneath, measure.

:ll'hx as the h]uo canopy overhead. On the brow of
e hill was o lonely grave—iatonsely lonely; as
much s0 as a prave in mld-owan A simple

-wouden  cross on  which was  painted,— “ JOHN

MAR;SIIALL 8T. LOUIS," —marked the spot whoro
Wax lnid one who. perhaps had been brighi in
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hopaa as any of us ‘when he bogair this journey.
Ii's a cruel place to die; where, no tender hand:
. is nigh to smooth. the dymg man’s pillow, or to
"place oven a wild rose. on his grave; and where
perhaps is no kindred eye to moisten the sod

ahova 1t with - tear,

Our driver, Joo - Bagby, complained of swkness-‘

" and hoving with us & chest of med.lcmes, we
dingnosed his esse, and as the doctors do, gave

" m a -dose, which .mnay nmku him . better—or

. ‘worde. Noar the plwe where in tho ovening wo. took
" our second muul werd oo conical sand’ 111.115 In

u country so vold of yarying fantures, oven @ fow

sund hills scom -worthy ‘of note; and it ean sonreely

bo -conceived how groatly sucli objeets, which under .
other circumstances would searce utirnct observa- -

tion, wro here invosted wibh'gu much inteross,
Afier supper’ we -pursued our way over :some
“oloyited ridges in  darkness,  for the sky was

‘elouded, .and we did not, a uxpt.cted have moon--

light to aid and’ enliven onr march, One portion
of the company rode in advance, the remainder
.glmrdiug the rear of the train. Those last whiled
away the tédiom of tho darkencd hours by sing-

ing songs. Uqr DEOETUNL  WaN- Q% iollows

1o Old Siiith,
wGilbert,
{arper.

. "Ro:knwuy i
-+ Necause ’us in thr pnpuru
“] cannot dajee to-night ™.
Wil Ould Irish’ Gintlew eHeully,
“Hen Bolt " By the Jaurnalist,
W enrest Mue " oreminssssans o Ay the sames

CHOPUB vestenirrraraiarssans iy "the cOMpany,

‘ INDIANS—LANDMARK—FPOSTOFFICE. . !

That “musio hath charms” wad wanifest from
the fact that befors the concert was well under
way, every man in the vanguard, including. Jim
Btewart, ‘who olzo forsook his vigilance, come ic
the rear, leaving the fqrwa.rd wagons to the mercy
of any' Indians who might be prowling about.
Possibly they thoughl; there wae no -danger, if
the poet in his estimate of the power of musie wns
correct, 88 set forth in the comiinuance of the quo-
tatien alluded to,—"to soothe the s‘avugu briast,”
Somo Indhns, indeed, wore observed ni a distancoe
of u foir milos, duncing about a firo kindled in
tho grass, which lightod up a brosd expunse of
tho prairie. Great numbers of camps of vmigrants
wore passed, where all in porfect quict wore rost-
ing for the mgbt' and - we rolled past unobserved,
axcept by the guards on picket. 8hortly aftor’
nine- we encnmped by o emall stremn, having o
denge wood herdering it.  Distance, twenty-five
miles, -

Wrnsespay, Moy Bth,— A short way from cnmp’
this morning, wo came to n wooden tombstone
marking the grave of “Mrs. Barah Keyes, aged
70, who died May 20th, 1B46." Mr, Bryant men-
tions the death and burial of this lady in his
work; and the little headstone served to detor-
mine our lbcn.lity; for by it wo know wo were
nigh the Big Blue River. We found hers also one
of the kind of postoﬂi(os peculiar to the plains,

‘=—u stick drivin inlo the gmund, in the uppel'

© PR BYUBY mEROSEY ALY, :
Hiorefiln ¢ & copy in i '

The Newberry Library - Chicago 10 - lllmou
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and of which, in .n noteh, communicanunu ure
placed, intended for ..paruel following. A latter
in this postoffice wne found addressed to Captain
Pyo. It way fram Captain. Paul, giving informa-
‘tion thut at thia placd his driver, John Fuller,
had ncetdontally shot and . killed  himsolf whilst
removing & gun from & wagon. * The mode wos the
usual - ole—rnover yob pntunted and upon to’ all—
.the muzselo wos towards him, and wont off of ituelf.

A oty mareh from camp brought - ua to - the
Big ]iluu River, & utroam ubont fifty yards wide
and throo fwl: in l.lupbh howing o rapid current,

“and Lelted with fine timber, Tts bunks' at’ the "
.crussing -being low, we got over without difficulty,
ond socr. again reached the open plains. At the

- adge of the woods I discovered the eamp of our

" friends, St:,wart and Maury, who . would have ..
detuined me to breakfast with them; a luxury 3

seldom enjoyed by us. I was, however, obliged

to move on, 78’ our train runs too fast for lag-
gards 5 .although appetite and good company con- .
' spu-ed agninst my decision, Upon a beard nailed -

to o tree, 'we had the infornintion  that Paul, in
“the lt‘lld.-uf tho clmgrnl.ion, loft heve April 30th,
* and that Celouel Russell was here May 5th, .Irom
“_thiu ig-will Lo scon that Puul, ;11t11qug]1 S_fu.];tillg’

fourtcon days in advanee of us, was when hore

but. nine duys hond, We, too, have been travel-

m;, luduroly, dnly in the pnst-two dnys ]w.ving.-

begun to Hll'.lni‘l ol ;-.t.‘lmlml}

VAST TIDE OF EMIGRATION, ™

Riving from the .valley of the Big Blue, our
]ine-pi‘ march was over high table-lands, aeross
which there was an exiensive range for the eye..
 Far to our loft we could see tlmbm, but not even
o stick could Do found . near tho’ rand. Wo
gothered somo small deied-up Duslies iero and
thore for fuel; had we been more provident, we
might have brought from the Big Blue a plentilul
supply. ‘At ‘ten o’clock we halted for our morning
menl and a rest of two houts, . Apnin. in motion,
wo woon renghed o point where the roud, leading
from - 8t, Josr..ph, Mlﬂsoun, Joine thc Oregon truil
which we nayve boon. pursuing, lu-mn an olevation
ut- the point of intorsection we lad an extensive
view, and in locking DLehind over the road just
traveled, or back over the Bt. Joseph road; or
" furward aver that- to be taken; for an’ indefinite
number of .miles, there seemed to be an unending
streamn of - emigrant - trains, whilst in  the s.till :
farther distance along these lines couid - be - seen
great clouds of dust, indicating that yet others of
theso iminenge carnvans were on-the move. It
was & sight which onee -seen ean never be for-
gotton; 16 seomed as if the -wholo fnn}ily"uf man
Lhad set its faco. westward, Our daily- task for a
time o coniv will Le-to get paat those in advance
of uy, and to so travel that np inins ghall over-

“ tuke us; for in- this way only can we hopo prop-
Joorly to moeintodn our animels;  The - locusts of



80 CGRA VI:S.—NIGHT "SCARE,

. Egypt cauld soarce be o greater - scom‘ge thun
- thess grest -caravans, &s gmha and’ whastever . elsa
‘i green must disnppear before them. '

Wa passed some men (hg,gmg a grave to bury a
commde whe had died of a faver We meef.

‘froquently evidences of such sad sccnes. G'l'm"es,"'

sometimes marked with boards, rudely inseribed ;
somotimes by the- sku]l of & huffalo, on which with
red chalk, or other .,mumtory substance, is mode o .
simple inscription; often a mere stlck performs a
similor service, but mere. froquently only the turf
elevated wlightly above the vost surrounding plain.

is the evidence t.hu.t thers, taking its final ‘rest, =
is the body of one hke ourselves, and pmnfully &

reininding us, too, that it -msy be eur ot to be

laid in o s:ml]ar gmve, nnd that. some pnaser by
may. remark, : - o

" “No uselesa coffin’ passed hia bresst.”

_ Our drlver being stil _nnwel_l,.'Mr. Kineaid was '

in, charge of the tenm. At dusk we made our "

night. camp on " a tributary of the Big Blue. . Rain
begai falling soon afler, continuing through the

. night, Whils on- guard duty in the middle of the

night I pereeived great resilossnoss on the  pare -
of -the mules, At times, uud:lu;l'y starting  or

Jlll]lplllg, they. loosened  their picket pins which ~
‘had to be staked again, A timid Yankeo who .

thinks of nnthmg but Thdiauns by (lny ind drepms
of therm nt night, beeame preatly excited, nn__d ak

ench disturbance made by the mules y('llml ]cfl.-tdly, -

SAGACITY OF MULES—~A COYOTE, 81

oY Guard,” “Hol Guard” Wa ran éuch time

.'wi‘th_out delay tosave him from the deadly toma-
hawk, but only -to learn what we alroady know,
of the unessiness of the mules. His ci)ief, alarm
seemed to be oceasioned hy the peculiar eocking
of their ears, which nlways denotes the presence
or spproach of either ' Indisns or -wild animals,
Travelers on the plains are Tamiliar with this’
instinet on the. part of. these sngacioué nnimals,
and it has on many occasions been observed by
us, pnd often long .before coming in sight of
sither” Tndisiy, buffale, or other snimal, thnt the

.erected -ears . of the mules gave warning of what

wns Iikoly to be in prospeck. A coyote, or pruirie

-wolf Wwas discovered to be the cause of the troublo

I’Jll't]l_ls occasion, Oue of the guard wns about to

fire his gan at the intrudor, whon Shorty Ray

coming up, by his timély interveution preventoed
tho.eamp from being thus uselessly aroused by

.'tlm report.: Wo' succeoded in driving the little

stranger -away, but some gnards fi:_)llowhig us wore

‘unnoyed again, and .no‘ doubt by the same animasl,

The coyoto is not dungerows excopt as o thief; in
this respeet its repntution is bud. “A piecs of bacon

or 4 pair-of old - boots are temptations beyond
tha power oi‘ its resistance. Distance, twoenty-six
miles, - ; '

'I‘uu_nsnay,_ I}Iuy 10t11.—_'Twu small str,rzanm..wu.m

“erossed curly’ this worning, and no more were
seon through the day, but. far distant . in advance

82 c4 UdHT-MAPPING—ANTELDPEﬁPOOL WATER.

of us,. Iol- moat . of the #ime, we -comld .sea the
timbor ling that skirts Little Blue River. In the
‘enrlier hours of the dsy we passed many camps.
whera no signs of st.m'mg were yet vmhle, and
no doubt morning naps were belng enjoyed.

" On n iree beside ono of the stremms orossed
‘wos & bulletin' board, giving -the names of many
emigrants and the dates &t which they hod been .
at that ford. -

An nntelope eanme in | sight, but our huntara
+ wore’ unablo to get within, shooting rangoe of it -

We herded our mules from nine till noon on.

" the open plaing, at some- distance from thé. trml

wheto good grass wns found, ond - our morning
‘moal wus also tll]i.Bll durmg this interval.. Wutel‘
wns obtuined from a pool. These ‘pools, we find,
heive often to bo resorted to as the only moans of
supply:- At tithes they are bmckmh o -account
of decayod vegetable matter, Often there is no
choiee: but to ‘take them as we ﬁnd them, but in
genersl the water ia-eweet and pn.lntnble, Alass 50,
Tiowover, when, 18 is sometimes the cuse, & dead
mule or ox is found beside them.

Guido books of the pluins, whilo' serviceu,ble, nre’
of little valus in regard to water, grass and’ wood,
and often ns to distunces, -The uandltmns of one
gonson vary from those of ‘another, and, s in
other. cconomios, supply -and demand ust -be
considered. Qther’ yoars are mo criterion . for the

- prosent, for noyor betore hos there been 80 lu.rge

| CHANGE POSITIONS-—SERIOUS ACCIDENT, 88

#an emigration, . When we read that in n certhin
locality grass. will be found excellent, the best of
ressons make i apparent that it will ‘not he so
found, too many having been informed of the
faet,

Our New Yurk frianda lmd fresh trouble withi -
tbeu' wagon' and were compelled to ugmn laa by--

to-make repaira, .
Bhortly after four wo anqn.mpad. A quartar -of

& mile distant was on excellent spring of clear,”
. «old ‘water, surrounded by a clump of trees, but in

. & decp ravine, and difficult of nocess, Being “hower
of wood and drawer of water,” I found my task
~well - nigh overpowering, ~ After ‘to-day there are
to bo some changes in the officin] positionss in
our mesy. Mr McBride, who has so gracefully

A swayed the baton of anthority in culinary matters,

lays it down and Tam to take it up, while Mr.
Beully takes my present position, Diatance, twenty
miles, S
Pripay, May 1fth.—The morning watch, on
which I served, and vhose hours-expired at half-
past two, enlled up the camp at that time, ‘A
balf hour later, and  quite o while befors the
gray strenks which precede . the rising sun had
begun to be pmnted above the eastern han*on,
wo wore. hurrymg on. Just as we wore. serling
- Mr. Horper met with a painful accident
which deprived him of the use of a hand c'lurin;‘;
tlio remninder of the journey. In putting hia
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-pistols into their holsters, through some eavelam

handling one disehmged its contents through the-
palm nf his left hand.  We dressed the wound as

best we could until more skillful surgloa.l a.tten-.

tion can bo secured,.

~ In the course of the morning we: mased a smn.ll -
stream, and having the expectation of making our-

morning comp on the épen plains, we carried from:

.16 & supply of wood and water.

The species of cnctus called priet:ly pear is

" gbundang along the line of our march, and th_o :
bleaching hones of buffalo -are very plentiful.- We .
seldom ses o “buffalo - skull without finding it

seribbléd ‘over with writing, and news in this way

is fi*equahtly con_tributéd b_y‘ em‘i_gmnts in advence .
to: those - following. The antlers of elks are like- |

wise numerous and often of such height, the iips

bolng stuck in the ground, that persons of ordi-
nary stature can ~walk beneath ~them wlula im

ercct positions,

The sorrel horse obtained in @ tiade with am
Indian eight days since, has boen of little service

to me, being’ too light. Morcover, as already ex-
plained, it cannot bo led or driven, pnd I am

compelled to walk ot its side, I'tied h‘im,buh:ud‘:
the wagon to-day, whon e ‘endoavored to check
* ithout success. Our driver, '

ifs movemsents, but t
finding this impediment, cracked his whip and got

-his fonm into n trot, so that the horse soon dis~ '~
- covored that tho moro ho pulled, the loss his éiforta. .,

" LITTLE BLUE RIVER. 86

avalled. At times bracing his legs he was pulled
along without' moving & joint. Once heving with-
drawn. sttention from him, when I again looked
.1 observed him being dragged with one side o
the ground and all legs dangling about at will.
.I ran ai once to his assistance, cui the lariat
which held him, and hastily removing the saddls
. and bridle, which I threw into the wagon, gnve
him freedom to ‘ronm at Plensuré. From that
lmna ‘forwurd I walked a greater * part of the
-eighteén. hundred miles whieh had to be traveled

. before reaching the Sacramento River,

. Among many companies passed this day was
-ame having thirty Wztgans drawn by oxen. About
‘seyen in thie evening we struck the Little Blue
River and encamped. I heard wolves howling
hideously and euneluded that .my sorrel’s doath
knell wns being sounded but this was a. mistake
for he was picked up and cared for by some one
in the big-ox train passed, and was tu.ken to
California.

The Little Blue is o benuuful stmum twenty
yardy \ude at this point, running - swiftly over a
gravoelly _battom, its Dbanks lined with tunbor.

" Distance, thirty-three milos,

Sarcepay, May 12th, —’I‘]le incidents of this day

- were in genoral a. repetition of ‘thoss of yostorday.
. A similar early start, along the routo many camps,

buffulo "skulls numerous and covered with bulletins,
and great patches of eacti many acros in extent,

e T —
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88 ' BUFFALO GRASS—SUNDAY TRAVELING.

" Our roite was - along the Little Blu;a River
which was in sight moat of the day, and beside

" it our evening camp was made. Our uaua.l, mid~
- day rest of aboui three houts__ was on & high prairie
fully half a mile from wood and water, which had

to be carried that distance. Buffalo grass was
plentiful.
dense, and is accounted very uuu'itml.m "The mu]e,
ox and bison are alike fond of it,

Great clouds of Dblinding, stifling dust filled
the nir, covering with u thick cont wagong, mules
snd men, Day plemuntly warm; ° hight' éold-
Distance, twenty-five miles. -

Sunmv, M:Ly 13th—A mantle of white’ fmst‘ .
vovering the prairie, and thick coatings of ice inm *
our water buckets were among the onrly obsorva- "
. tions of the morning. ?

liegummg our mareh at -eight oclock wo trave
eled until sevon in tho evening, taking tho usual .

noon-dny rest. -We possod many companies on~
nnmped for the day, and to mo. it wos o Gon=

stuntly recutring .regrot that. we ‘too did not rest:

on the Sabbuth. There were- others who thought
us I did, but it was felt to be ontirely useless to
attempt to chunge mafters, and the way did not

seem  clear to act out the conviction that “it is-
" bettor.' to obey God than man.” )
- Among companios pussed was one from Evrms-

villo, Indinnn, and, singularly enough, ‘connected

. with ‘it wuas u former acquaintance with whom inm

This is a kind which grows short and

e T
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" NEWS FROM HOME—ANTELOFPES—A STORM. 37

younger days I hnd sat in Sunday school, whars
we had been taught, “Remember the Babbath
day,” etc. Here was s divergence—one ignoring,
the other practicing these early teachings. My,
friond, who dropped in sa we were breakfasting,
had come via St. Joseph, and had later home
news than we. From him I learned the doath
of o friend, Captain O. V. Isrnel, whom I had
last” seen on the morning we .loft Pittsburgh
standing on the upper deck of the steamer Crit-
tenden, which he commanded, as it passed us on
the Obio River. A veecnt graduate of West Point,

‘in the “full vigor of manhood, a life of uscfulness

seemed just opening to hir which was thus sud-
denly terminatod. ‘
From our noon camp, whers wo lnft the vnlley
of the Little-Bluo to strike directly for the Platte-— -
over thirty milos distant—we enrried a supply of
boph wood and water, Two antelopes, swifter thun
the wind, eame uear our troin ns A in definnee,

_-nnd hurried from. sight before any one could get
within range of ﬂwm Aftor encamping, ]ugh winds
" began to blow, the sky beeame clouded, and a

storm of unusual violence -commenced. The thun-
der was deafening, sounding like the discharge of
many cannon, snd  accompanied by “almost  con-

‘tinuous flashes of lightning. In -consequence of

the great gusts -of wind wo had much diffieulty in
preparing our evening 'moal, and it was but a
narrow escapa we made of going sapperless to bed.



“into quiob slumbers,

" moss; by ‘proparing for thein nn early broakfnss, I
“woon diseovorad, howover, that T lmdphusun un ine,
“nuaplelons. morning fur the paepose i for the wood

‘wotiked by tho nighla rdng nud b, owos ab the

“Pho dishes ompriso st luunh hnpon=sldos with

88 OUR DAILY BREAD. ~THE FAVORITE DISH, :

The strife of the elomonts, mc,!uding 0 dllugmg |
ruin, formed the lullaksy-- which - soothed the eamp -
Dmmnce, thirty miles, .

Mowpay, May 14th,-— 80 rarely has it hnppaned,
that any one in our train has exuoyed a morning -
moul before beginning a dnys match, and seldom .
too, carvlier thaun nine br ten oclock that the .
tlnuug,ht ¢ime to me on pwaking this mornmg, to | |
givo wn agrocably surprise to the- members of my

1= =

whivh 1 tioughit Tl bues properely. ented for, seun

ualu-nm\ ol uumy mzuvlwn, Aovernl wada ol eotton
Trom g eond, i huent ligers Dwwlelewy thut -y ™ |
philnuthrepie Tntntlous s aerled oty {

A word os to oue mendw s wlloaee olike, oroat ]um«l
there Bs enree any vardoty s and, o3 iy huve beew
obsorval, wo rarely have shove twe Inoeucli day,

pllotlnend - fdml T e fat, “uned gl thionn poe
pondeil udd dnfittion; Wi hml fur g helel i, s
sl nlipees | but thusu weee luxueles of whieh Tk
w limited wupply vould 1w eneriod, and we soun
oul, Onew, and somelimes n\luu " weuk, ‘wo iy
had Lo woup,  Enel dish numud, is hy evory ono
lllghlv vetialicd, Indosl ctgerly wop and 40 towards |
any ono i partenlie theee i% ulmwn ptirilnlity, thad \
ot In hoan wouf, s woull by more froquonily h

S —— o —— i

" .of sandy lonin, ar constantly folling in, being
" wushed nway by the resistless current; and . the i

" mile from the river.
_and drinkable, while that of the river iu.tutully

e WPpom -bhe Missguel frentior "tp the Rocky Moun-

a0 : A LONG, cmbUAL ASCENT,

opposit.e Grand Ialnud which was distant probably.
two hundred yards from the- shore nearest. us, The
Platte wne running high, quite mud(ly, and its cur-
rent wne swift, Tho bhanke confining it, eomposad

e ——

gtrowm s thus over widening. ’l‘l:e.hottom lunds,
'lbw_allil flat, showed signs of - frequens inundations. |
Along the northern banks, and on Grand Islond . 1
wore trees of lavge growily; cotbonwood, but none
“were growiug on the wouthern- side,- along which -
Iny our route,

Our oveniug camp wos' near somc pools & lalf -
The water of thesu is elear P

=

unilt for use,

g, & discance of nesrly woven hundrad  milos,
“there s n ;.,vtulunl bt Jmpereoptible elimbing until
mi altitudo of nbout six thousaud fect nbove the
level of the sen is ohtuined. About linlf-of this dis-
1anew wo ' havo i;lromly gome, tho remaining part
ligs ™ entirely within this Platte valley, What hne ..
yot to b passod Be Uf posnible, more monotenouy
thiit that (raveled T tho Jest sixtoon days, o fuw
prumlnunl Inncimurks only fn all this vast 1v|’1llury
witurding relief to the ope,  DHstunes, alxteen’ milos ) |
*from Indeptudence; theee hundred wud forty niles, \!

e
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MIRAGE—ANTELOPES—THE PLATTE RIVER, 89

served, but for ghe time idquired to boil it. On this
account it lea to be cooked by installments; one or
more camp fires .qontributiug' towards the great end
in view, es we- -travel. Mennwhile the kettle con-.
'tnining it ia hung ot the rear of tho wagon, whare
“of course it gets well peppered with dust. When
this savory .dish praces the Lill. of fare, none other
is needed, and it aloné i3 served. - Verily, it must
have been bean soup for which Esau sold his birth-
- vighty ot least it would not be difficult to convinee
Ctonr Toya" that suol wan Joeol’s moss of potige.

The oold, duinp, dlasgroonble thoenlng did, uot
suggont lusbey a1 won not until wavoen thab we
started,  That povullnr * phonomenon, the  mirgo,
fumillar to-traveloes on tho plaius, was wosn by us
thin mornbing, The Bluden wan poelfeel | we snw, or
el thought wo sew, o body ol water cosombling
o lukey whl truos about I Tis oeation was ln die
dlroution, wnd at s dlstanes from us whore 16 would
huve boon qulte agreonblo 80 linve madvour andd-

- duy cump, But s wo advancsd tho straotive land-
veape fudod Do slght wnd our twe hours' podl was
tukun on the open pradeie,  From this camp a viow
“wias hud denoting what is to be o lmportant dl
vorging polut dn the teall—tho gront valluy of the
Platto River,

Autelopis wore u§,ui11 wool Aroleking na 1f in._dofi-
wnes of o chineo, and no attompt wis made to Jur-
suo tham by any of our ningrads, - Loto 1o tho aftor
noon wo struek the grond, wldo river ot a polus
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BREAKFAST WITH OLD FRIENDS, 81

CHAPTER VI
FROM GRAND ISLAKD, ON PLATTE RIVER,
TO FONT LARAMIE.

‘WEBDAY, May 1bth, — Daybrenk found us in
motion, ‘Within the noxt two hours we pessad
_:number of camps wheid ns yet no sign-of stirring
was vieible, One company ongaged in the propa-
ration of breakfast ‘had @ name fomiliny to us,
although . most of its' members wore from Ohio,
Its title was the ¢ Iron City Rnngors." A very
live .mess which seownod to tako thé lcnd in most
wabtors, doubtloss imposed the ammo, Thiv wus
. compossd . of our frlends montlongd hu:‘otofom.
“Messry, MeKibbon,* ‘Myurs, MitelieH,” mul the Kan-
nedys, one of the lntter being in command. Upon
invitation I took - bronkinst \uth them, then bade
them fdrewell, : nesured ‘that we ehould not again

- meet gntit our marehing days wore over,
A:ﬁ opposlio the hoad of Grund Isiand wo vamo
to 0 reeontly wstablinlied milifury post enlled Fort
Korrnoy, its commandant being Captain Bonneville,
Wheso udventures fn the Rocky Mountaius noarly o
aeoru of _yczu's sinco, a3 written by Washington Irvmg,

“Hon, Joweph T, MoKiblen, nmon,
Cotgrvan from Cullfuruly - ' e ""”u‘ bl
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Experiences of a Forty-Niner

Tuesday, May 15th.--Daybreak found us in motion, Within the next iwo hours we
passed a number of camps where as yst no sign of stirring was visible. One company
engaged in the preparation of breakfsst had s nsme familiar to us, although most of its
members were from Ohio, Its title was the ®Iron City Rangers.” A very live mess which
seemed to teke the lead in most maetters, doubtless imposed the pame, This was composed
of cur friends mentioned heretofors, Messrs, McKibben,* [ *Hon, Joseph C, McKibben,
smong the earliest of the members of Congress from California.] Myers, Hitchell, and
the Eennedys, one of the latter being in command, Upon invitation I took breskfast
with them, ther bade them farewell, assured that we should not again meet until our
sarching days weres over,

When +h opposite the head of Grand Island we came to a recently established mili-
tary post called Fort Kearney, its commandant being Captain Bonneville, whose adven-
tures in the Rocky Mountains nearly a scors of years since, as written by Washington
Irving,
have gigen him a wide celebrity, The fort buildings consisted of ten cabins built of
adobes, (sun-dried bricks) comprising the barracks for men and officers, besides three
large pounds in which were gathered the cavalry horses and cattle, The sutler's store
was well stocked with goods, We laid in certain needed supplies, among cther things
some syrup, not absolutely necessary but tcothscme; and a tin coffee pot, as the one in
use had developed sisve-like qualities, A number of our men tarried to write letters,
a8 there are occasional opportunities for forwarding them to the States, Some also
obtained & meal which gave them wuch satisfsction, and these provoked considerable envy
by telling of a young maid who waited on them, such sights being rare of late,

Whilet st the fort we learned that the Pawnees who inhabit this region, are at
present settling some cld scores with the Sioux and Cheyennes at some point to the
northwest, and because of this circumstance we may escape the civilities or ineivil-
ities which otherwise they might bestow on us while passing theough their territory.
It may not be though gquite oivil om our part, while being aa it were at the very home
of the Pawnees, and presumably accepting thelr hospitalities, to spesk disrespecifully
of our supposed hosts,* FWard McAllister might thimk differently] but we cannot re-
frein the utterance that they have acquired the reputation honestly--the only thing
peérhaps
ever obtained by them in that mode—of being a cunning, cut-throet race of villaina,
with an endless propeneity for stealing, We feel, morecver, that in the guasi pos-
session as allies of the tribes which have for the time drawn them aside, we may esteem
ourselves fortunate,

The river opposite the line of our march was aboui two miles in width, Since
yesterday its current has much abated, the stream having quickly run out and become
quite shallow, so that thers would be little difficulty, we think, in crossing it,
were it not for the shifting sands of its bed, MNumerous islands, well wooded, were in
sight through the day, At onr noon camp, willows, found at intervals slong the river
banks, were used for fuel, but in the svening a better substitute was furnished in
"buffalo chips,” as they are commonly called—the dry excrement of the bison, which at
certain pointe along the Platte is found in sbundance, These kindle readily and make
a fire of intense heat with but little smoke,

Three antelopes bounded across the trail, as we lay im camp at noon; coming near
enough to be seen plainly, dbut not lingering to be shot at. As we proceed, getting more
and more in advance of emigrant trains, we find better pasturage for the mules, During
the mid-dey rest and at each evening camp, prior to the hour of setting guard (eight
o'clock), when the mules are usually picketed, we herd them,
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i. s, lot them run at will, stationing pickets st outlying points, to prevent them
from wandering to too great a distance,

High vinds this evening were followsed by rain., Distance, twenty-five miles,

Wodnesday, May 17th.—A drizsling rain, which begen in the night, commenced againm
scon after we had started, but by nine o'clock it began to fall heavily, and orders
were given to encamp for the day; not because of discomfort suffered by the men, but
on a.-cco?t of the injury the mules might sustain in a constant pull over miry roads,
Stewart's concern is always for the aules--he wastes no thought on the mek, Because
of the hard, driving rain, we were unable to bulld fires in the usual way to cook break
faet, and for the first and only time set up in cur tent a small sheet-iron stove,
having a pipe which projscted through the cpening in fromt, This, however, was not a
success, for the draught was hindered by the blasts of winds without; and whilst we
had little heat, there was an overpowering amount of smoke, and all were well nighy
suffocated before the coffes pot began to boil, Accustomed to eating uncooked bacon,
during the usual morning marches made prior to breskfasting, we felt no great dis-
appointment that on this occasion we could not wait to fry pork; as with slices of the
raw article and hard buscuit, aided by generous appetites, we made a hearty meal,

In visiting from teat to tent, in social intercourse, and in smoking cur pipes,
the long, reiny day was passed, Just before camping, a company of men, with a wagon
and a drove of California horses, some of them carrying packs, met us, They had with
them mails from California and Salt Lake, having left the Mormon settlement on April
17¢h, In crossing the Utah moumtains, they had to cut their way through smow, in
places fifteen fest desp. Their accounts in refersnce to gold discoveries in Calif-
ornia, vere very extravagant,

A company of traders and trappers, fecently from Fort Laramie, en route for
iissouri, sncamped near us, Their wagons were heavily laden with buffalo robes,
Some of our party, visiting them, were hospitably entertained, being treated to buf-
fale moat and venison, It wes still raining when we retured for the night, Distance,
ten miles,

Thursday, May 17th.~—Our road was miry through the greater part of the day, and
crossed by frequent gullies in which smell streams, formed by the recent rain, found
their way to the river, Our course, in general, lay along the sand bluffs which hem
in the valley; the Platie being about two miles off, Rain continued to fall at in-
tervals, and at our morning camp we were nearly deluged while preparing breakfast,
While thus engaged, two men approached who wers pursuing their journey to California,
alone and on foot, Their tent was an umbrella; and in packs borme oa
their backs, they carried provisions to last them sbout thirty days, expecting to get
fresh supplies at forts on the way, They started from some point on the Missouri
Eiwver, and thus far have passed all trains they came in sight of, We persitted them
to fry bacom at cur fire, and furnished them coffee to drink, for which they were very

M‘

We passed a prairie dog village, consisting of hundreds of conkcal shaped mounds,
about two feet high, Ho dogs wers visible; inclement weather probably kept them within
doors,

To-day, for the first time, we came in sight of buffale, A4 herd of immense size
was seen on the northerm side of the Platte, We watched some men belonging to an
emigrant train, who attempted to ford the river i{n pursuit of this large game. All,
however, were {oréed to retura, for the animals they rode were unable to kesp their
feet in the uncertain sanis forming the bed of the stream., Anm hour or so lster,
while riding in advance of the train, soms of our hunters gave chase to three buffalo,
but were unable to overtake them,
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A large company, having the name "8t. Louis Telegraph Co, painted on their wagon
covers, passed us whilst nooning, but we encamped beyond them at night, Distance,
twenty-five miles,

Friday, May 18th,-—Buffale in astonishingly vast numbers yet inhabit this region,
but the destruction in comstamt practice, by hunters who
kill them almost exclusively for their skins, must before many years make them very
scarce, Each day we ses avidences of this shameful waste in the grest quantities of
bleaching bones which mark this vallaey. '

Qocasionally a few birds are seen, but we do not wonder at their scarcity in the
absence of trees, To-day we paesed some small clumps of trees in dry ravines; the
first met with on this side of the river, And a conspioucus feature in the landscape
consisted of acme sand hills on our left, worn into meny fantastic sbapes; a moderate
imagination only was needed to trace resemblances to castles, temples and towers,

A party of traders and trappers, with four wagons laden with furs, passed us, em
rouke to the States, HNumbers of smigrant parties were passed in the course of the
day, mostly small; one, however, had about twenty wagons drawn by oxen., The St,
Louis company, wentioned yesterday, went past ns at noon, but we again laft it behind
at night,

Hain fell egain in the night, Distance, twenty-five miles.

Saturday, May 19th.--Three hours of heavy rain, accompanied by thunder, was am
incident of the morning march; snd a similar storm, but of less duration, greeted us
in the afterncon, Our mid-dsy halt was opposite the junction of the Horth and South
Platte Rivers,

The observations of the day included great patches of cacti, numercus prairie
dog villages, several emigrant trains which were pasesd, and & few flest-fodted ante-
lopes that caws in sight, Mr, Clarke, of Blakey's mesg, had the good fortune to
be the first to shoot dean sm antelope, which he divided around; our mess sharing in
one of the hind quarters. This was & trest greatly enjoyed, after the long contimued
use of bacon, Ours was the only camp fire at night; we having picked up sundry sticks
aleng the road which served for fuel, while others, trusting to chance, wers unable
to find anything near camp which could be made to answer, It was amusing to see the
men gather about the fire, each with a slice of vension on the end of a stick, waiting
kis turs to toast it in the blase or to cook it in the warm ashes, HNo jelly was re-
quired to make the savory meat palatsble, prepared in this rude but wnapproachable
style of cuisine, . High winds blew through the night, Distance, twenty-five miles,

Sunday, Mey 20th.--We encountered much mud in our merch this morning, but in the
afternoon & discomfort of different charscter met us, when clouds of sand, driven by
a stroag wind, assailed us,

I found an Indian scalp to-day, a Sicux treasure perhaps, as we ars within their
territory; my difficulty is to know what to do with such a prize; and if found in
possession of it, my dilemma might be greater,

Colenel Russell's train, ahead of us, was in sight; and a number of our friends,
belonging to it, tarried behimd to have a talk with us, Among emigrants passed were
two families--men, women and children--who had belonged to Russell's company. They
complsined that he charged them five dollars a head as guide, and had sbandoned them
for not being able to keep up with his train; but without returning the money they had
given. His assumption of abilily to act as a guide was baued, it 18 said, on the ax-
perience of a single previcus journey, withont any speciel qualifications for the
position sc far as could be ascertained,
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Bight cold, Distance, twenty-five miles,

Nonday, May 21st.--Through a misapprehension of facts, we were allowsd the un-

ususl privila‘gn of breakfasting before beginning the day's labors, Supposing that we
ord of the South Platte, where a crossing is made in order to reach the

Horth branch, which themceforward is followed; and with a view to allow Rusaell's traim
in advance to get over before we reached it, was occasion of our delay, We were, how-
ever, further from the ford than had been thought, and before reaching it, a consid-
erable journey awaited us, The rosd was in many places miry, occasioning much troudle
and delay Of late we have encountered manmy large tracts coversd with a white efflor-
sscence a# of saleratus, which, when stirred by winds, as waa the case to-day, cccas-
ions
wmuch painfulness in the regions of the eyes and nestrils, The waters of pools in the
neighborhood of these tracts are found to be strongly alkaline,

Among emigrant trains passed was one, some members of which were amxious to
vnite with us.: Our traim, however, was alrdady sufficiently large; and experience
has taught us that accidents are not infrequent, and when one occurs to a wagon, it
often occaszions the deteation of all.

A cold rain, but fortunately of brief duration, fell on us sfter leaving the -
noon camp, While riding along the bank of the river, a singular burying place was
observed, Depoaited in the topmost branches of a tree on an island, wrapped in blan-
kete, and fastened to & plece of bark, was the body of a defunct Indian, As trees
are scarce in this country, it must not be supposed that they form the cnly grave
yerds of the red mem; it is rather to be conjectured that renowned warriors only are
thus bung up %o dry. Arnd could there be a higher token of regard for departed worth,
in allotting such rare cemeteries for the last resting place of the brave! It is
thus, too, that many benevolent whites would elevate the entire Indisn race, Re-

guiescat in pece.

Some squaws, belonging to the Sicux tribe, rode towsrds us, and saluted us with
"How do? how do?® I was riding Mr. Scully's mule, a fat, hearty beast, and not fond
of fast trotting, When the squaws came up, I traded some tin trumpets

with them for moccasina; after which the ladies desired me to run a race; and ons at
either side of my mule, switched him until we were off on quite & brésk run. PFor a
mile or so we kept this up, to the great smusement of our company; but my mule was no
match for their ponies in aspeed, and they tired of the race, At four o'clock we
reached the ford of the Scuth Flatte; and around it were gathered some two or three
hundred Sicux Indjans——ocld men, women and ohildren--the young warrioras, as we hsd
learmed at Fort Xearney, being off on the war path after the Pawnees., They have two
¥illages not far distant; having been attracted hither by the emigrants, whom they
expeoted to find at the crossing,

On arriviag at the ford, Colonel Russsll, who was engaged in getting his company
across, waited upon Stewart, and suggested that he postpone fording until the follow-
ing morning; promising to lend him the assistance of a French guide, who would lead
him safely over the hills to the fork of the North Platte, He mentioned the advantage
¥e would bave in using the graded cute in the banks on either side of the river, thes
being used by his train. Russell, moreover, warned him of the danger, ss it was late,
of getting part of his company over, and leaving the rest to the mercy of the Indians;
or, in case the fording was contimed after night-fall, it sight be attended with
serious consequsnces, He did not forget to add ;
that he wae an old, experienced pioneer, and had been across the plains before!
Stewart thanked him especially for the proffer of the *French guide,” (?) but reck-
lessly aad resolutely began preparations for fording forthwith, setting a nuaber of
men at work to cut a new descending passage down the steep banks of the stream.

The river, fortunately, was not toc high for easy fording, or to necessitate
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the calking of wagons for ferrying across; but, on account of its deep, shifting sands,
pulling heavily laden wagons over would be exceedingly difficult, if not impossible.

We accordingly emptied large portioms of the lcad of each wagom, to be packed across on
the backs of mules; meanwhile setting & watch over the stuff while the fording was in
proceszs, The river at this point was about three-fourths of e mile in width, and the
forward teamsters found it difficult to get their mules to enter the water; neither
whipping, coaxing, nor cursing, all freely employed, seemed cf avail, At length & hora
was ridden acposs in plain view of the mules, and when it reached the opposite bank, am
stood on sclid ground, the force of sc good an example was entirely satisfactory, and
the teams moved forward without further delay. Some mules were hard to manage, on
account of uncertain footing in the bed of the river, and they plunged wildly about,
breaking their harness under circumstances where repair was next tc impossible; but im
general they behaved well; end it was a grand sight to watch the long caravan of wagons
with their white canvas coverings, and the mules up to their bellies moving across the
wide expamse of water, The river bed was very irregular, and at timea the wagons sank
in deep holes, and again ross almecst to the surface of the weter on sand bars,

In addition to viewing the intsresting operation of fording, and watching the
goods scattered over the banks, it fell to sy lot to have other matters to engage my
attention, The Indians were gquite inquisitive; at first they crowded about the wagons,
1ifting the covers, and peeping into the interlor; and afterwarde showed inclinations
to inspect the contents of bags, baxes and barrels lying about, We frowned, shook our
fists, and showed other signs of displeasure, but took care not to excite hostility by
tob much of an exhibition of anger, To manifest our kind regsrd for them, as they
pressed about us, we shook hands with the sntire crowd, men, women and children, Our
me3s had & hag filled with tin horans, beads, mirrors, jews-harps, harmonicuss and
trinkets innumersable, which we desired to use on proper occasions, should such arise,
It occurred to me that now wes the auspicious moment, so I opened the bag, and at first
gave insturctiom in imstrumental mmsic, which ocoasioned a measure of delight I have
rarely sesn equaled, I hope I may be pardoned when
I state that there was as much real pleasure excited in the bressts of these savages,
as is commonly experienced in fashicnable audiences when applauding scientific mmsie,
neither understood nor appreciated; and let we add, the joy on this occasioa had but
one parallel, the gemuime rapture of the same sudiences to which 1 have referred, when
*Home, Sweet Home® is sung by a Jenny Limd, or "Way Down upcn the Swanee River” is
warbled by a Christine Nilssom, After instruction by example, in tootimg on the horms,
and moving thes other musical toys sbout my lips, I held them to the mouths of several
of the old chiefs, who gathered close about me, and their enthusiasm was unbounded
when they sew that they too, conld occasion such exquisite harmonies to float on the
air, They danced about in great glee, and in knots of ten or a dozen here and there,
leaped as though skilled im terpsichorean art, Discovering that I was anxious te pro-
cure some moccasins, they showered them at my feet as fast as I could pick them up,
and to stimulate them in this good work, 1 distributed the horne and other tooting
inetruments among them, and very scon ths whole tribe was in a perfect uproar: while
the blast of the larger trumpsts and the squeak of the smaller ones, almost made me
repent of my folly. One old chap, who had no meccasins to give, snatched some from
the apron of a squaw, and threw them to me: and I only kept peace in the
family, by giving her a necklace of beads and some other gewgaws; for the savege female
has instincts similar to some of the more favorsd of her sex, But what shall I say of
the musical enthusiasm of the old chief, who was rips for such sacrifices; not um-
willing that all of his wife's people should go barefooted, if by any means it were
possible,.that he be allowed full scope to gratify his aesthetic taste, one marked with
evidences of high refinement, Can enthusiassm in art go farther, or whers is a higher
apprecistion of it to be found?

A rather pleasing looking squaw, not much, if any, beyond her twentieth yepr,
beggdd for something, which I soon discovered was coffee, Our supply was ample, yet to
be economized, but I could not deny her what she could hold in the pleading palms of
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her outstretched hands, Still I wondered what she could kuow of this beverage, or of
the art of preparing it; but that was ncne of ay concern when something akin to bsauty
was the suitor,

I observed a number of papcoses riding about in baskets made of willows, to which
long poles for shafts were attached, and in which dogs were harnessed to drag them abor
These dogs were large, black and wooly, resembling those of New Foundland,

The Sioux do not appear to be slaves of fashion; i. e,, they are not confined

to any particular style of dress; ‘indeed, there is much independence, and variety
without limit; so that a de-

scription of their costume would be difficult to attempt, Buckskin is used largely
by both sexes; and shawls of cotton and wool, of bright colors, are alike worn by men
and women, The bettar dressed of the men use buckskins only, from head to footj;
trimmed with beads and fringes. Nearly all have headgear of feathers, dyed with
fantastic colors; while their faces are smearsd or streaked with balck, red and yellow
paint. The women are usually worse clad thanm the men, and I suspect they use the
cast-off clothing of their lords, And if there is a difference, they are less cleanly
than the men. As is customary elsewhere, all drudggery is performed by them; in fact,
the men devolve all labor upon the women, When the tribe travels, the men ride, the
females are allowed the privilege of walking; snd when a halt is made, they are so far
indulged as to have committed to them the exclusive care of the horses, They are not
estesmed in these parte as the "better half of crsation,® though, doubtless, their
®protectors™ rate them as useful appendages. Many of the men had guns, few of which
were fit for use, and they had no ammunition, Most of them, however, had bows and
arrows which they could handle with skill, Their arrows were frequently carried in
Quivers made of skins, handsomely worked with beads,

Before sunset our wagons were all across, and sany of the mules were brought
back to carry
over the goods piled upon the river bank., I happemed to be among the last to leave,
and started with a load strapped to my shoulders, and leading a mule heavily packed,
Some of Russell's men were yet behind, I found the water cold, and at times a sick-
ening sensation thrilled through ms, especially when, as occurred twice or thrics,
I sapnk almost to my armpits in some of the holes, At times the sand sank gquickly
under my feet, and I was sericusly bothered to keep erect. Thus was the Red Sea of
our exodus crossed, and in safety we encamped a short distance from the river,

After putting on dry clothes, 1 prepared the evening meal, using for fuel bois
de vache, which was abundant, Mr, Washington traded a horse he had been riding,
for a mule belonging to an Indian,

During the night thers was a heavy fall of rain., Distance, fifteen miles,

Tuesday, Nay 224,--While Colonel Russell and his "French guide® were enjoying
their morning mep, perhaps not dresming of our temerity in crossing over to the North
Platte unsided, we were moving briskly on, The ascent of the hills between the two
streams was difficult, on scoount of the grade and also of the sand through which we
had to pass, and after crossing the ridge the descent was found sufficiently steep to
be perilous, The journey, however, was accomplished without accident,

¥hile on the top of the ridge, resting and locking below toward the South Platte
valley, we saw a number of buffalo quietly grazing, at a distance of probably tea or
a dosen miles,

At the foot of the declivity toward the North branch is Ash Hollow, and within
it is a forest of large trees, Here we were almost overpowered by swarms of gnats,
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The heat, too, was oppressive, for the ravine was 80 shut in as to exclude the free
circulation of air to be found outside, Tying handkerchiefs over ocur heads to pro-
tect ourselves from the merciless insectz, we were well nigh suffocdted for want of
air, We suffered too from thirst, but found relief on coming to a stream of delic-
icusly cool water, thue far an exceeding rarity,

Emerging from Ash Hollow our route lay along the North Platte. The features of
bhe country surrounding were similar and equally monotonous to those on the branch
from which we came,

We again met one of the pedestrians memtioned a few days since, The partmership
had been dissclved, the other member having attached himself to some train, This
one, named Fiok, is determined to proceed alcne,

At ocur evening camp we wers visited by a terrific storm of thunder and lightning,
followed by a deluging rainm which contimued through the night., Distance, twenty-eight
miles,

Wednesday, May 23d.--Air, earth and sky seemed against us, It was cold; black,
angry clouds .
were over ue; rain fell through most of the day and bail in the earlier hours, The
road at times was sandy, at others miry, so that our progress was alow,

A great bherd of buffalo was in sight on the north side of the river,

Stewart shot a black-teiled deer and distributed the meat among the several
messes, Distance, fifteen miles,

Thursday, May 24{th,—A cold, drenching rain again poured upon us through the
greater part of the day, so that we made short hours and 1ittle progress, starting
at six and ceamping at three, with the nsual halt at mid-day,

Mud, sand, and in places gravel, were the main difficulties encountered, and there
was fear that the mules would become chafed by the rubbing of wet harness,

The rude elements were sufficiently indulgent to allow us, whilst moving, to en-
Joy some of the good things of life—ochief among them bean soupl Preparations had
been in progreas for a day or two past, and the culminating point was nearly reached
when the csmp kettle was hung over the fire for the fimal boil of the beans, Thia
was more than an ordinary occasion,for parts of the deer shot by Stewart were to be
caocked in the soup, It iz curious how such an event become heralded through camp
where no gong or bell is
rung. But when it does happen it has uniformly been the cass that just as the pot is
being lifted and the cook looks about to see whers to place it, he sees coming to-
wards him, armed with tin cups and spoons, Jim Stewart, Shorty Ray, Sweigler, Webd
and others I might mention--sll self-invited, but none the less welcome-—duly prepared
to join us in partaking of what is universally regarded as the one grand entertsin-
ment of camp life--bean scupl

Dinner over, and ocur little stock of wood exhausted, when we again started we
kept & sharp lockout for a new supply, but none was found, If was & dreary prospecf
when, in the middle of the afternoon we encamped with rain falling sgain and rapidly,
with no fires to cook & meal or to warm curselves, Some trees were observed at a dis-
tance, greater than was calculated, for im the strait in which we were we started for
them, only to ascertain after a long tramp that they were mmuch too far away. In a
ravine, however, which after melting snows in the spring-time befomes the bed of a
stream, we found pome logs, to all appearances so water soaked that it seemed impos-
aible they could « In our need, however, we concluded to make a trial of thess,
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in the hope that we might not be compelled to go supperless and shivering with cold to
bed, Accordingly we mounted them on ocur shoulders and

started to return. When nearing camp our driver, Bagby, who is eyer fond of self-
saving methods, was seen approaching with a sémilar log, not on his shoulders, but tie
to the teil of a mule, which it dragged, as it seemed, with ease, On chopping the
logs and setting fire to them, it was a surprise for 'hich we were grateful, to find
not only that they burned, but in a way we had seldom seen equaled, There was &

sharp cracking and the flying of sparks in all directions, by which we were sccn made
scquainted with the fact that the fuel was pitch pine,

On the north side of the river to-day we again saw an immense herd of buffalo,
pumbering perhaps a thousand or more, Knowing the emigrants' trsil, doubtless as well
as we, their instinct had taught them to avoid it; for we meet none scuthward of the
river, and ghis is an indication that if we leave them alone, they will leave us alcne,

*014® Smith end Nr. Scully, who were off scouring among the sand hills all day
in quest of game, brought to camp this evening a deer shot by the former; an event
giving promise of continued feastings on good things,

Rain ceased before night-fall, and the opportunity was generally embraced of dry-
ing wet clothing before retiring for the night. Distance, twelve miles,

Friday, May 25th.—Soon after leaving camp, Court-house rock was in sight, at a
distance of about
thirty miles, and from our noon camp at a similar distance, another notable landmark,
Chimney rock, was seen,

We met a man named Pallidsy, traveling with a one-horse, rudely constructed
wagon, He lives at Scott's bluffs, about sixty miles further up the valley, he:gl
besides his own are two other cabins inhabited by men of similarly retired habits,
It seems hard to conceive of any one from choice 1living so far remote from ciﬁlin—
ation, Even the Indian is driven hither by the encroachment of the whites; but his
naturs, taste and mode of 1ife make this a fitting abode for him, as it is also for
the buffalo or deer, xEAllidqy is en route for the South Platte, for socme trading
opsration with the Indisns.

Rain again fell in the afternoon, but fortumately did not continue long. Towafds
evening, when about opposites Court-house rock, a number of us, with a view of get-
ting near to it for close inspsction, rode in that direction for a half hour er so,
F’indiu that it was still ten or a dosen miles, and perhaps further off, we abandoned

the attempt, contenting ourselves with that play of imaginstion by no means difficult,
which mekes it seem like scme great architectural structure—a palace peradventure,
dwelt in of old by the Inces who, possibly long before the red man, held sway over
thess 1llimitable plains,

A painful sccident, and one which greatly slarmed us, befell Mr, McBride to-day,
He had been riding in the wegon, and while it was in motiom, bad attempted to get
down from it, when the tail of an army coat, which he wore, caught in the wheel,
dragging him under while it passed over his left leg, near the kmes, But for his
presence of mind in rolling aside, he might have been crushed to death under the
hind wheels. Doctor Cook, belonging to our train, examined the bruise, and relieved
us greatly when he anncunced that no bones were broken, It will, however, be several
waeks before he can leave the wagon, which is to be his hospital.

Messrs., Washington and Clarke had an animated chase after am antelope, in full
sight of the train, A shot from the rifls of the latter at length secursd the prize,
which was borne in triumph to camp., Our mess on all such cccasions fares sumptuously,
usually being favored with the chcicer parts of any game killed, Indeed, on all oc-
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casions we are the constant recipients of much kindness; and if ever we get in a
tight place by reason of any accident, there are scores of friends ready to lend us
a helping hand. Youth and inexperience may have won for us this sympathy; but what-
ever the cause, we have awakensd a chord in the breasts of the cold picnesrs about us
that never ceases to vibrate, A return we feel able to make, sesms to be highly ap-
preciasted, Always having good camp

fires, when it i» poniblo to have thal, others less active in this way, gather
eround ours to indulge in a chat, or join in a song, On the part of no one is there
backwardness in helping himself freely from our ample pot of stesming coffes; while
cur bag of cut and dry tobacco is ever esteemed as public property. In fact, if sesem
to be gemerally considered that "the latch string is out,"

After dark, the phendmenon Will of the Wisp was cobserved; it might readily be
misteken for a lantern bobbing about, Distance, twenty-eight miles,

Saturday, May 26th.—A heavy frost lay on the ground this morning, The night
had been cold, and in spite of warm wraps we were uncomfortable,

Chimney rock, since we first saw it, has loomed up steadily, reminding us of
pictures often seen of the great Egyptien obelisks, towering high above the vast
deserts which surround thes, A number of us, riding in advance of the train, scught
to get & near view of it; buit as all prominent objects on the plains sre vasily more
distant than they at first seem, we were longer reaching it than we had expected to
be, The shaft 1taself, to the foot of which we climbed, springs from & great isclated

mass of ill-shaped sand rocks, of which it also is composed, and stood perhaps aixty
fest sbove us, Its total elevation sbove the surrounding pleins was in the neighbof'-
hood of twe hundred fest,

The winds and rains of centuries are the sculptors which have hewn this great
column; and Titans of nature though they be, in the selection of a material for
showing their skill iam art, they have been immeasurably behind Tothmes or Rameses,
whose blocks of granite well nigh mark the beginnings of time, and may yet endufe
through ages to come, when amid the shifting sends slong the Platte nothing shall
remsin to mark the site of Chimney rock,

It has been stated by some travelers, that within their recollection Chimney
rock was twioce the height it now is, and by e others that it has been double its
present breadth, If erelong we should hear that it had suddenly toppled from ite
base, we should not feel like questioning either statement, particularly the latter;
for we noticed signs that strongly indicated rapid disintegration; a multitude of
names having been carved upon its several sides by those who in this way seek for
immortsality.

Scott's bluffs, the third and last of the prominent landmarks to be seen on
the Platte, were in sight to-day, about twenty miles in advance of us.-

¥uch of our road lay through deep sands, msking travel difficult; the wagom
wheels cften sinking to the hubd,

The sand hills on our left for several miles, were worn into grotesgue shapes,
and there were many crevices hollowed out by birds, in which they bullt their nests,

A prairie dog village was passed, and a number of owls were on guard beside the
mounds where the dogs burrow, but none of the latter were seem, Hor did we see rat-
tlesnakes, siad toc be alsc embraced in the combination comstituting the triple ten-
antry of these under-grouand habitations,



17

118

1849 - Wm, G, Johnsten -~ 10
M,

A mumber of emigrant trains were psssed, among them ome called ths Platte City
Company, commanded by Colonel Ransom; from whom we learned of a hailstora of consid-
ersble viclence, encountered on Tuesday last, ten or twelve miles west of Ash Hollow,
Their wagon covers and tents had beem riddled by hailstones, scme of which were of ex-
tracrdinary size, weighing as much 2a eight and nine ounces esch, The cattle of some
epigrant partiss were so badly frightened that they ran in various directions for many
miles from their owners. When passing the locality where this occurred, we had noticed
the ground torn up, and in places forming large cavities, but were unable to conjecturs
the cause until learning these facts, We are alsc able to account for the cold weather
which followed, The storm we had experienced in the evening referred to, had not bsen

accompenied by hail,

R01d® Smith was off on a hunt to-day, and as trophies of the €fhase brought %o
camp two amtelopes, Distance, twenty-seven miles,

. Sunday, May 27th.—In order to get well in advance of the mumerous companies in
our neighsé
bofhood, that we might secure paaturaje not to be shared among so many animals, our
camp was oalled up at half past three, and soon after we were moving forward,

When the sun was well up, we waere opposite the picturesque sand cliffs, Scott's
Bluffs, which closely hem in the river, but cur trail was two or three miles distant
from then,

A small spring of cool water which we passed afforded us a refreshing dranght,
the mers 80, a8 in these arid wastes we seldom havse opportunity for such enjoyment,

Near to our noon camp was a blacksmith shop, kept by a2 man named Bordesu, who
to supplement the income from the smithy, sold whiskey, at the rate of cne dollar
per pint,

From the susmit of a ridge crossed, we caught a first glimpse of the Rocky Moun-
tains:—Laramie’s peak and others, distant a hundred or more miles, were distinctly
in sight, WNr, Bryant, in his work, states that from this point he ®"thought he could
see the Wind River Nountains, about four hundred miles distant,®(!). There can be no
doubt whatever as to thiz; for he also wentions the cold spring, near the summit,
of which I have spoken; and in this rarefied region, where the atmosphere is so re-
markably pure; after a pull or two at his flask, refilled possibly at the smith's shop—
to take off the cold effects of the spring water, it might be quite possible to imag-
ine mountains in sight,
even at a distance more remote: snd especially as "their summits appeared liks small
clouds resting upon the horison.” "How very like a whale,® said cld Polonius, when
somewhat fuddled, It was nigh three hundred miles further on that our own first
glimpse of the mountains in question was obtained, agreeing too with the record of
Fremcnt; but neither the explorsr, nor curselves perhaps, enjoyed the help to vision
mentioned,

Our night camp was at Borse Creek, an effluent of the Platte, Distance, twenty- -
four miles,

Nonday, May 28th,.—-On leaving our tents we found the earth robed in a vesture
of frost, and when the sun arose we trod upon a carpet glistening as with myriads of
diamonds,

Crossing Horse Creek, & stream about fifty feet wide and three in depth, was at-
tended with aome difficulty, om account of its steep banke and miry bed, One wagon
stalled completely, and nesrly en hour's time was lost in consequence,

4s we proceeded up the Platte the soil of the bottom lands became more sterile
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than we had found it lower down, and inoreased dreariness is therefore s noticeable
feature, Grase grows sparsaly, and is more and more giving way to wild sage, cactus
and mustard plante, It is no contradictiom to say the soil is sterile where such
vegetation luxuriates, for the very presence of these plante is proof of sterility,
Their growth denotes barrenness snd desolation,

Soms trees passed on the banks of the river bof's marks of the axes of emigrants,
many being stripped of their boughs and branches, The Flatte, as we approached the
sountains , narrewed rapidly, met exceeding perhaps a2 hundred yards in width, Om its
namerocus islands we observed many trees felled for removal to Fort Laramis, about
twenty-five miles ahead,

- While the morning was wintry cold we suffered from intense heat in the afternoca--
a wide contrast in temperature,

For the past two days some eimgrant companies seem determined to kesp pace with
us; passing us at our noon camps, only, howsver, to be left behind at night, Raneom's
is one of these to-day; yesterday the Platte City company was in the chase,

Our evening camp was beside a beautiful mountain stream, flowing huwrriedly over
a gravelly bed, with willows lining its banks, At a short distance from camp werse
the ruins of a small trading post, formerly knowa, I believe, as Fort Bernard, Dils-
tance, thirty miles; total from Independence, six hundred and fifty-four miles,

Tuesday, May 29th.——PFearing that Laramie River, at its orossing about ten miles
distant, might be too deep to ford, Stewart had directed the morning watch to arcuse
the camp at two o'clock, so that if the stream had to be ferried we would have the
astart of oompanies encamped in our neighborhood, The corporal of the guard, however,
imagining that the morning was too dark for so early a start, undertook to discbey
orders, Our driver, Bagby, fortunately a sort of night owl, bappening in the atill
of the morning to hear some rustling sounds in one of the camps——trace chains clanking,
whips cracking, and the like—-hurriedly left his bed and called up the camp, It was,
howsver, too late to prevent Ransom's company from passing us, With the intent that
our slumbers might not be disturbed, our neighbors very considerately made a wide
circuit, It was half past three when we got under way, and at seven o'clock we struck
Laramie River, It fortunately was
low enogh to ford, being scarcely three feet in depth. Its width was about forty or
fifty yards; its ourrest sfrong,

OCur nooa camp was near the jumction of the Laramie and Flatte Rivers, Fort
Larsmie, which we visited, was but a short way up the Laramie fork, and near to its
banks, on ground elevated about thirty feet above the river, In form quadrangular,
it wae built of adobes, having a court of about four hundfed fest square, On three
sides the walls were about fifteen fest high, enclosing shops, offices and dwellings,
each having a door and window toward the court, The front part of the fort was two
stories in height, a wooden staircase froe the court leading to the upper floor,
Besides a private entrance, there was a large one with a gate which faced toward the
angles of the rivers, Over the sntrance was a tower with loepholes, and at two of
the angles, diagonally opposite each other, were bastions, also perforated with loop-
boles, through which sll sides of the fort could be defended, Two brass swivels wers
mounted at the entrance, each bearing the imscription, "Made by John Gallapher, Pitfs-
burgh, Pa., 1829." Fort Laramie is the principal trading pest of the Americam Fur
Company, and many Indian tribes assemble here at certain seasons of the year to ex-
change buffalc robes and buckskins for tobacco, whiskey, powder and lead, blankets,
beads and notioms, It is scom, however, to pasa into posses-
sion of the United Statesa, having been purchssed for a military poat, and a regiment
of mounted riflemen is now on its way from Fort Leavemworth to occupy it, under com-
mand of Colonel Hoffman, whom we regard as a Pittsburgher-—at least his good wife
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would not deay the claim. The site of the fort is quite picturesque, the Black Hills
being in the near background, and the Laramis peaks looming up grandly back of these,

It was here that Fremont, when on his first expeditiom, seven years ago, obtaine
information of the hostile intentions of some Indians collected in the mountain passe:
towards which he was moving, A Frenchman named Bissonnette, connected with a trad-
ing post near the fort, was his informant, and became his interpreter and guide throm
the region where danger was spprehended, Fremont showed a wonderful degree of pluck
on this occasion, snd if he had not it is more than probeble his expedition would
have terminated without any satisfactory results, Although his men were, in gemeral,
trappers accustomed to this mode of 1ife, and to encounters with Indians, most of
them became panic stricken and seemed on the point of deserting him or of compelling
his return, Advising him to delay, he became more determined to push omward, Kit
Carsen, who perhapsnever knew fesr, made his will, and this added to the alarm of
the men, The whole trouble was occasicned by a skirmish which had takem place soms
moenths previcus between a party of whites and bands of Sicux and Cheyennes, im which
& nusber on both sides were killed, including the leader of the white men and several
of the Indian chiefs,

On the wide plains which sxtend to the foot of the Black Hills no trees ere
found, and on sccount of the antipathy of Indiens to appearances of civilizatiom,
neither grain nor vegetables are raised by the occupants of the fort,

It sesns to be & custom of emigrants on arriving here to lighten up, and Fort
Larsmie 18 made a dumping place for all thet can be spered, It wers wise not te bring
goods this great dlatance only to be obliged to part with them, Be this as it may,
it is not wise to proceed farther with anything that can be dispensed with, A few
companies only are in advance of us, and thess have left a considerable stock of
groceries and clothing here, We passed cover five hundred wagons on the Platte, be-
sides larpe numbera before we came to that stream, By the time theae and the thou-
sands following have contributed their quota to what has beem alresady left here,
there will be an outfit sufficient for any trading post,

Lieutenant Hlakey's mess, having two wagons, determined to leave one here, and
a number of our messes made voluntary contributions to the stores of the fort, We
fournd that we had more bacon than was necessary, and made a proposi-
tion to the superintendent to trade for dried buffalo meat, He declined peremptorily,
but said he would permit us to leave whatever bacon we desired, provided we piled
it up very carefully in a store room which he pointed out, and as for the tuffalo
meat, e were at liberty tc take as much as we wanted, Availing ocurselves of this
offer, we added tc a pile of bacon about the dimensions of a hay stack, a consider-
able quantity, and stowed away in its place in the wajjon & goodly amount of the
Jorked meat,

4 number of ocur party wrote letters at the fort to persons in the States, as
there are occasional opportunities of forwarding them,

We observed quite a number of Indian women, the wives of traders and trappers,
and their children, lounging about the fort or sitiing in the doorways of the dwell-
ings. We cculd not escape the conviction that scep and water were scarce, or if not
80, greatly meglected, And an occasional combing of the great masses of black,
matted heir might have improved the comfort of the wearers, whatever lives might have
besn thereby endangered. The floors of some dwellings needed scaping more than

sweeping,

On resuming our mareh we shertly began climbing the Black Hills, the Platte on
our right aud Laramie fork on cur left, but we were sconm out of sight of both, Each
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man, as we journeyed, wrestled with & piece of jerked buffalc, making little
headway, howsver, for who shall describe its toughness! Our appetites were whetted {
almost anything, but buffalo meat, jerked, was mcre than & sastch for them. Being a
change of diet, and we anxious for any change, tugged at it with a will. Imegination
can scarce conjure up a comparison, One man declared that part of the robe was still
¢linging to the piece he contended with, For scme days there was every attempt made
to consider it a luxury, Our friends gathered about us and we shared liberally with

.them, Some made an honest endeaver to be very fond of jerked buffalo meat, dut at

length had to confess that scle leather sosked in fat would have been preferable,

Our evening camp was nearly & mile beyond the Waram Springs, the water of which
we used in cooking, The nawe properly indicates their temperature, not being hot,
but simply wars, Our camp fires were a cheerful appsarance, for about us an abundanci
of pines grew, The high peaks of mountsins were in sight all day,

I saw along the road specimens of the soap plant, the bulbs of which in Mexico
and probably elsewhere, are used as a substitute for the useful article which seemed
8o scarce at the Indians' quarters in the fort,

An emigrant trainm from Iows, having wagons drawn by oxen, was passed,

4

Wa. G, Johnstoa

Experiences of a Forty-Niner
Pittsburgh, 1892
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