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. . About the 20th ot April; 1860, l waa a . night clerk in 'llfT 

- -; - •-1r·.. ... . - - ....... .... .... ~ .. "' .... ~ .. -··-. ,_ 

J'ath-•a hotel· 1n HarT&rd, KcH8m7 County, .I111no1a, our home· 
.... ~---· ·.- .... -- ·- .. ... - . _ .............. - .. - - .......... -... ------- .. - ...... - ·--- ·- · __ .. . 

town, rq father having purchased a large interest in·a tarm and 
- - ... - ... - ... , . - - . .. . . . - ... 

la:l4 out the town ot Harvard iii 1D6. . 
.- .. .; .~ :-· > -;:_ .• _ ... _ _ ·.-:.·.,· ~ .~ ••'· .:-"-·-··-: .:· . ~ '. -_ ... :.. . ..;,.. -:.. ."!"J;..;.,..;'.'"-,- ·!·-·,,;--.._-~- ____ ...... --.... ;:--:-:l·- ....... ..:.i=..-:-::·~:~i~~--.... :_.:::-::.~~ ... ~~:.<: ...... 

I went one morning atter--. cow that had. atrqed away, and . . -. ... . . ... . . . ' . ·- . . -

s-etarnlng ~ th h~ about 10; ~O o'clock in_ the morning, met 

eom.e old ~eigbbora ot mine that I bad always known, Horace 

Sm.1th and his wife(' formerly Karia.Gardner) ,tarting for 

CalitornJa.· X bid the111 •goocJ...b7e• and when I .returned home, 
' . ". . . 

~diatel.7 w~nt to-Jtather and eaid that I'wanted. to got~ 
-·.:~ ·. - .. 

. . 
California. lfl' eighteenth birth~ had been the l~th ot 

' ' .. ' ' . - - - .. 

~OTmaber the 7ear b~or•. J'ath~ tl'eated my l'equeat lightl7 
• .::- .. -:- -• .. -·· . ' '!.• - '!"- ' • • • • ... .... ·-·;- , ' ·• • . ••• -. :· • ·,- ':. 

.··.+ 

•' 1':lret, but vi.thin a couple ·or dq~·· ~ concluded _to let Die 10. 
'. 

I f0\1114 out that there••• a_tr•in,that 111,aeveral wagona, 

coming to BarT~d trom ltenoelta, enroute to·Cal.ito:rnia, a tew 

d&J'• .att~~da and that other trie~da.ot ~~·· Horace.Hart

well, wife and. ta11lll7.were going to Jo1Q. the train there. It waa . . . . ' ' . . . . . . 

~anged that I should go with the. train. , .. 
~··-" .' 

. OU: _famil.7 con111ated ot J'ather, · Kother, ti Te aiatera and· 
. -

a brother, ~4 we had all been t·ogethu all' our lives at thia 

tilDe, e:uep.t -, oldest aieter.- 'no had married in 1856 and vaa 
... ... - .... ·- . .. . . 

. ' 
then 11Ting 1n Chicago. Ot _course,. there was a general heart-

. . . 
ache at the parting. .Atter bidding '11'47' friends and tamil7 a 

. . .. . ....- .., -.·• .; . 

to~_, t!':1:._~e11._ the _la~t. ~.,.- ot Apri~,. !~ .•~~t~d .ab?ut 10;0~ 

otcloc~ in the morning~ one epecial tri~nd I had had tor several 
:..~ . . !" ' . ... - .• ; .... • : t 4 • • • • .. ., 

7eara. a·· ·gentleman by the name · ot Adolph_ Hutchinaon, ~011owing · · 
- . 

&1.onga14e the train for about· ei.sht. or te_n ldilea on ·h~raeback·. 
" • ' • . • • + 
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when he returned. 

. · .... - .•• etqed that night at ·Belvidere, Boone Count7, 111:lnoia • 
' . 

~t~~~~~ !e.alep~ in the hotel; after that tor the whole tr~p 

to California, our bed. was, the ground.· I remember we went 
. . 

h'om Belvidere to Rocktord;· trom there to Oregon, crossed the 

. lfiaaiaeippi River at J'Ulton, and trom there on down to Iowa 

Ci t.1, . thence to Des :U:oinea • ·:sven eastern Iowa . was sparsely 

·•ettled, and it became much more·ao a• we went westward. 

:rrom Dee XO-inea to Council Blu:tts there waa al.moat unsettled 
- . . 

- . 

. countZ'J', occaaiona.117 a stage atation and a houae _or two ... Ye 

_wer~ -~~tit thir~7 dqa going to Oounc.11 Blutta, and· there was · 

.. . where .... got' the ti.rat mail which consisted ot letters troa 

all the.·tam117 and· m&JV' tr1ende,. inclucling 'llJ.7 beat girl, Baney 

Root. !hia waa my tirat trip &11'83 from home, and ot course, I 

was pretty 1one17. : • • • ~ ·•"i ~"" ~· • .,, 
• r<'' .. .. ~ •• ... ~l .. 

. · , the f'iriit real. leaaoli I got on the trip was about ti.,.~ or 

ais d.Qa out. Du.ring ·the ctqa in talking with the young men 

iD the train, and. other•, I had :referred to l'athe:r and Kothe 

with occaaionaJ. a\tatemelita that •they didn't think ao" or 
. . l ' . . . . . 
•41c1n•t d.o things' thie wq.• ·About the end o:t that time, one 

·ot the boys ahead. hollered back, ·~. come on up here, I want · 
! ' t 

to f'i~·out >:io• 7our father or mother did ·this.• !he cure was 

inatantaneoua and permanent. 

· ... On receiving my -mail at Council :Bluffs, l dared n~t trust 

~••lt to· open 1 t bet ore &D.7bo~ ao I took 1 ~- a1:1d went -ott ·1n · 

the big auntl.owera towards the Jliaaouri river .• ....,. from .very-. . . 

/ 

.. •-, 

l»oq, •at down ·a1one and read the ·letter• over, ot .course,. crying 

· moat ot. the i1••. 

. . 



-a-· ., __ .. . ... - .... .. .. ··~--"'T" .. 

Ye crossed the r1Ter in a~ or two to Omaha, and then - -····-· ·-:. -- ..... . ·" yr·-

,,_ . - -· 
,_t~!'~ .. t~ere ~~~ or three ·clqa, securing our final outfit, pur-

chasing ammunition, . etc., when we tinall7 pUlled. out tor the 
... ' ·- -.. -

•Great U:nlcnown. • !here were spaae settlements west ot Omaha, 
·::, .. ,; ""':" ;., - . "::.. . - -- ; _-,: ~ ;.;;. _;.. ~ .. , -.~ ·-- -:.:::. 

about tift7 mile~ out a little town called J'reemont, and about 
. -

Dinet7 miles out .,no~her one, Col~bua, and once in af.'!"_~ilea 
• •·I ··.:0, ·: • ~ • • 

·· there might be a house or two. .. 
' · A dq or ao we~t of Columbus an~ after we ~d croaa_ed the 

·. ~ : .... ~- \ 
Iaoqp JlorkRi'9'.er and ~4 arrived at the·~orth edge ot the Platte 

- -- -. . - . ' . . .. . : - - . ,· 

River, we went into camp ~t·the usual time, with two or three -ot· 
• ~ ~ • ;; ..._. ",!' • ~ _., _.._ '. • .-~ ··- .I ,i, 

·· the horaea i,icketed out. ~ About 2:00 o'clock in the •orning, 
'·.1.,:, .. ·,1,r , . a :WUch of Pawnee Indiana c~e along with a luge·quantit7 ot 

::-; "·.~ .: :; ~ I .·· .. ·-··~-.·· .. ~ .. . ,. . . _::·:. .:.:.. ... ·~ 4. •• 

~falo meat packed on ·»om.ea. that thq had ,ecured trom. the 
~ ,Ch .. • ., " •• • • • • ' • • • • 

'S • - ~ - west;--· They-· frightened.· all. ot. OU horliea and they started. OD 

. tll,e back tl'act, except. tho•e that were picketed. A young man· 
~ . . - .. 

named. Zohn SVeene71 who became a tug captain in Chicago some ten . . ' ' . 
~¥:~-.-,~ ..,~: ·. ·_.·'1' .a~ · ~ _,_,._·~.-;" ~: - •• =··::·. : ~.!~~~- ~ .... ~~ 

01' titteen 7eara ~tervard. and I started. attar th• on two 
. ' . 

horses we had secured. from the i,icketed onea, ·:riding th• bare• 

'back.·· We f'ollowed th• something over tvent7 milea before •• 

OTertook them, and then had to return to camp, arriving about 

,:oo o'clock in the afternoon, hav1Dg ridden about fort7-tiv~ 

or .. fif't7 miles bareback during the ciq •. I ha.Te f'orgotten ·Jv.st 
. . 

how much sldo there was lef't on '1111 legs, bl.it 1t w~s TeJ:7 i.1ttl•• 

!he·managera of' the train had. b~come worried. about us after. four 
• • w ~·~ •.••• 

or f':S.ve hours, . and. atarted. over the ·Looi, ~Ork;·whore· the Indian 
\ t .a .. ·- t,, I~ .... • - •• • ._ "'- • •• •< • 4 ' • • ' • .• • 

~·,' r' 

Tillqe .1'8,8 1 missing U8 1 and were told the 1'87. the h01'8811 had 
• ' - .~ • ·•a "f'· .• , • ' • .; ", - • - : 

· . ione b7 the .Indians, arr1T1ng back about the time •• did. .. .. .. 
. , ..• ! ~ _.;· ' ... .... . • . ' . ~ ' . .. ... .;,. ··"'·· ,,.,;_ .. ·~-· '.~ .·.· ... , ·: .• .. 

• .. •••. ~ • • .:·· ,"4 • .. 

. .. . 
~. . .,;.' . . 

,. ·.:;_"i .• 
,._ - .·.·,. ···~-: <:.,: . ~ : . .; .. 
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We :tollowed on up the Platte River, without anything ot 
-.- -· 11 .. . . ..... .... .. : • • - - _ .. - . .. .... • - .. - • - • • • •• •• ~ ' ' · _ -- - ... . 

:lmpo.rtance happening, except eeveral d&.78 attar thie, "two or - .. . -·.. . ·- -· ·-.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . . 

three ot ~he ~1 chil~en were playing on the bank ot the 
' 

r1Ter. A little ~07 came running, 7elliz:ig, •Doddie's . in _the 

river, Do441e'a .1n the riTer.• ·Doddie .was a little bo7 ot ~ 
.. ~ . .. 

:tr1en411·, the Hartwell'•. !he onl.7 peNona there were Utere waa 

a man trom Xenoaha called ·~ig Hank• and rqeelt. !he Platte 

lli Ter was running about ti~teen . per Qent mud so that it wae 1m-
, - ... . 

·· poeaible to ·eee ~thing in. it.· . Ye both got into the river 

about .three · or tour· rode below where the chlld "tell '1n, COTer~ng 
. . . 

the current toward• the bank. J'uat before he got to ua the 
~ - .. ·-

bo7's little hand ehowed out ot the water, which Hank aeised and ., - . .. . . - . -
pall eel him out~ Bo harm done, but 'a tremendou·a fright to the - . . .... 
I 

:mother. 
, 

. ~. . . 

-~ . -· · Y• were on the ups, until we got oppoai te J'o:rt Xeai-ney • · 
! - . - -· . . . . 

• 

!he mail.tor the whole train was sent to J'o:rt Xearner-• It was ·on 

the south aide ot -the river,. and ·ot course we vere on the north. 

!he !IUbJ act came · up aa to how we · _were go1 ng to get our mail• !he . . . 
. 1 :river was_ very high and full ot lalanda · and sandbar~. I final.17 

"/ 
I 

told the owne~s ot our stock that it they would let me take~ -

o:t~~mare.· I woUld 'o ao:roas ~d. get it, Whi~h thef conee.nted to, 

.and taking ott my shoes and rolling up m, trousers and ])Utting 
. . . \ . . . 

.,., ehoee ~n · the back ·'Ot the saddle, I was ego:: :tloundering .t~ough 
. . . . , .· .. l . . . . . . . . 

the water until I canu,,· .. to what ·I _auppoaed was · the _op])oai te aho:re, 
~ ;• • • • • >~ . • • . I ... , • • • ' 

but which was one of · the ielanda in .the·· stream~ I had put rq 
- .. . •: . ··.. . ... - . · 

martiJJgalea "back • . and to. '1111' eurpr:la~ came . to the main part ot the .. . . . r : .. . . . 
riTer. !he roa.4 went otf in ·the water, ~d. when I had fOt _ab~ut 

.. ·. _ 
.; .. :-J. . . • ' . . . ~ . 
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- .~. . ... _ ....... ,.. - . .... .... . '"'; . • . ••'. : ....... -a~ . .. . .. --.... - ··. -·· .-- .. ., __ . 
ten teet trom the ahore down 'tq hors.e went 1·n a big hoie. !he .... -w·--· ·•··- .... :·-·- ·-••····- ·••' .. · -· ......... ··• ....... ~ ..... . ----···----·-. ---··· - ---~ ..... . .... _ .. __ _ . . 

water W&8 ·:ruzining· anrittl7 :·_and heaT7· with sediment; and 1mpUlSiT8lf -· ··-···~· ·- ·-- -·· ~··-·· ·-~----·"!"' ·-·-·· -- ..... ._., ... --... ~,. ... -·-·-···· ·---- .. ·-· 
1 pUllecl up on rq rein, putting rq horae•s head part11 under. 

~ .. : ·. - - • . . ... . . .. . .. ..... - - . . . ~- . . ·: .... - . - . • - .. - - .- . - - . i - ~ " ... ". - . .. . 

, I ~.ec~~nised ina~antl7 that this wouldn't do. and giving her a 
. . 

. -tree ~ein, turned her down stream. She awaa· out a short distance 

below. It waa reall1' a mir~le she wasn't turned over. I -hitchecl 

her, .· ancl 'then cutting a pole wi :th rq lmt°te, I wacled in and tou~d 

where :lt was leas de~. and tinall7 made 'tq w,q across ~d got 

the mail.,. returning without 8.JJT further aclveDture to .our aide. 
' · . . 

We . tollowed 11» the north ahore ot · the Platte, i,aa~~ng . 

Soott•a Bluff, Chimney Rock. ·the J~nction ot the South Platte 
,( 

a~ th~ Borth Platte, and on to J'ozit Laramie witho~t •iv par:t~ 
. . . 

ieular adTenture except once or twice bands ot Indiana would 
. , ·. 

aqua.tin the road and aek tor proviaiona, etc., but there were a 

~maber ot ua·, and when . anything _ot that kind ehned up, every 
· . . 

man would have a sun on 'hie shoulder. and a ·revolver in his belt, 
~ . . - . ' 

1n tact where they were · carr1 ed all the time. . · 

·,' ~ort Laramie was about five hundred t1fty ·miles west ot 

Omaha_~-- which we reached in _du.e time.· A eliort distance west 

_ot Laramie we made a detour to ·the right and cr·oeaed the B~ack 

.Bills and came on to SWeetwater, 'Jq recollection :ls about one 

hundred miiea, · pezihaps less·, a.n4 th·e tirat important point 

that .we reached atter that .••• _Independence Rock. There 1• a 

·1are;e. Tallq there~ 'near the riTer, &nd 1D the Taliey there. 18 

an enormous fock, I ehoUld 8~ about twen.t7 acres, to .my rec• 

·ollection, rising about one· hundred. ~eet' at the .hi.gheat point, 

.. .. 



.. 
. ....... 

:.. ·:'..: 

. : 
.. ~ 

... . . -. . -. ·-- .. ,... __ , ..... - ·-··.:. ·· -·····-··· -····· . .,_ ... ___ :... .. __ 
. 

~~~Te __ t_l!.•_'!~~~-~ -~~-~·~t .!!l~o- c~;p __ tI?-~!!.' ... ~~ I spent most of· 

the next forenoon ca:rT1Dg with a coal chiael 1113 name on 
.. . ... - ·- - • • • • ~ - • "' . ... • • .. • - ... ... - • • • • • • - - •J • • ...... . 

Indepen~~~~ ~~~~!. ~ -·-- ~~ qer, Jlarvar4, 111.• 

• .& short distance above Independence Rock, the swee.twater · 
. -- · .. . - ~ 

RiTer cuts through a rock formation, I ahould ·~ about eae 

hundred feet deep and a m11e· .or ao long, which is called 

•»nil• Gate.• Ye went a ahort•distauce above this and made a 

camp under a most wonderful mounta-ln, tor a weelc recruiting . . .. . 

our horses, and after that .we paaeed through the south Pass on 

to .the Pacific Slope, ri th the great Wind Biver Range in eight 

on the north. I rem•ber there waa still ice and snow .in 
. . 

certain places here~ and nowera growlng ·eTeZ7Where poaaible . . 

where there was no anow. · Ye followed. d9wn Pacific Creek into 
. ~ 

Sanq J'ork,· crossing Green River a tn miles above where . ,- .. 
the Vnion Pacific Railroad bridge nc,w 1•• 

~· nezt morning we plilled out of Green R1Ter and 1:184 got 

about six miles when I found I hacl left the only coat I had 

.left, on the bank of the river. Ot course, I had to so back . -
attn- it. !here wae a man in the train who had .an old Indian 

pODJ'. which· he let me take ~or the purpose. 'lhen I ·got back 
' 

to G:reen RiTer, I to~nd ,q coat on an Indian, but b7 giving him' 

a bandana handkerchief I had in ,q pocket he rel•aeed the coat 

and I at&Z'ted back. 
. . . 

On 111¥ ~ back to the River, I met· a 

ooupl_e ot •-.one and a man Jiollered out, •]lci. qer, · where 

·•• 014 Harr," are 7ou goinst • · An¢ mch to rq aurprl se and 

~eligbt ·it was u .old neighbor o~ ours who uaed t~-have • . 
. ' . . 

: ,. wagon -~ blacl:emlth _shop at Jqere ~ornera. on the state Li11e~ 
. •' ; · . · 

.· · ·· . . ·· .. ..... ·:. 


