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Diary

Introduction
Algeline Jackson was married to William Ashley in Waterloo {¥ow Burton) Wisconsin
just before they started for California in the eprimg of 1852. lirs. Ashley was twenty-
two years old,

The first and last parts of her diary have been lost and this part is a copy
so that it has not been verified and numbers especially are cften uncertain,
(San Diego Public Library)

Out 27 days. .

¥ay 29. Pleasant, Sandy roed. Drove till one ofclock, camped on Platte a few miles
from Fort Laramie which is on the south sids of the river. We could ses it pleinly
from the road. The buildings sre made of Spanish brick., We wrote from there. Grease
wood grows along here, It looks some like cedar only brighter green; it is thorny
and the leaves, rubbed between the fingers are slippery or greasy. Abundance of
flowering currants in bloom, and very tall rose-bushes, not in bloseom. The Siocuxs
are established in this part of the country; they keep a grest many horses, mules,

and ponies for sale and esk from $100 to $125 for horses and mules, and from $65 to
$75 for poniea, There ars meny French traders with them. They keep 2 great mumber

of doges and sre very careful to keep them away from the tents, They do not beg but
offer to pay for anything they desire. They meke their tents of buffalo skin and long
poles and carry the poles with them when they move because there is no timber for 200
miles back of the fort,

211 well,

¥ay 30, Sturck the Black Hills this morning. They are covered with cedar and Rorwey
pine, which gives them a dark appearance. Some are very stony (cobble stones), The
blue larkspur, white and red pinks ....... balm, cherry irees and purple and orange
flowering peas, equal in beauty and odor to the sweet poa, grow along in the ravines,
Rough road ..., over steep hills and

A, J. Ashley

Diary

Typescript

(Newberry Microfilm 1 - 3)
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