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On April 1, 1857 another party of ploneers started kest from Carrell
County, Arkansas, snd, more exactly, frox Caxiton, the county seat ol that
county which was on the main trail leading wesh., This caraven consisted of
gbout 125 wagons one of which belonged to Pester Campball snd his fopdly Lich
included his wife, & baby son two years old, a daughter thras ysars oy
end bis eldest davehter, Nency, four years old. 1t is frow little Haney
{(Mrs, Lowell) that we bave the following story:

From Arkansas the wagon %train prvoseded slody to Cheroies Hatioh.

Here %% lay in wait one month umill joined py en edditional Tifty wagons or
g0 from Missouri, The combined party compesed one of the largest trelng cver
to eross the continent, 8Slowly they moved along, freuuently stopping for cue
or another of seversl reasons. Possible dolay waa cuused for the fording of
& river. ©Such an event would occupy a week or so, Before it was possible to
oross, it was necessary o cub down many tress of requived length and slze.
These were lald two across the ends until what was called & pen of sufficient
height was built. These timbers were then fasiened securely by chains, Hext
the bed was removed from a wagon, the pen was placed on the bolaters, ths

bed back on top of the pen. Oxen wers then hitched to the vwagon, and that
wagon wag reedy to crosa the stream., Usually, three ren on horseluck in
sddition to the driver accomvanied sach wagop-—one to goad on ihe lesders,
ons to spur on those in the swing, and & third to prod the wheelevs., Of
courss the horses and oxen had to suim, the wheels of the vwagon von:d be

on river botitom, but the bed,owing to belng perched on top of its pen,

wonld safely convey family and cergo sbove waber levsl, Sufficlent oxen

were hitohed to one wagon so thmi when the lsaders weve swlmming, the vherlers
wave 5till on land, and by the time the last oxen hed reached deep vator,

the lesders would have their footing on the opoosite shore, To do cross &
stream ususlly ocounied a week for the train.

Possibly & clesr shellow strean tnat wes no ticuldes W oress wus noverihe-
less reason for more delay. Thais happensd vhen the sivessm and e uch necded
waoh day arrived at the game time, This, ioo, mesnit & stop of & wedk or ten
aayi,

-. A thizd and verhaps mout interesting cause of delany wag Lregyuenily
occasioned by Buffelo. Herda would come in suth numbers that it wag imposcilile
to diive through them. .1t was often necesssry vo wali severzl days [or them
o, pass by 8o that travel wap again posslble,
ey Sborms oceaploned other dalays, and three times progress was arrssted

by the stempeding of the cattle, twice from unknown remsons and once daliberately

staspeded by Indiand, From two to ten days wers necessary sach of these iimes
for the collecting of the cavtle agmin. o

. Purither relstions with the Indians forms ancther interssiing part of the
story of this partienlar party. One ineident conceras the [amily of Peter
Campbell only. It was one of the rules that the man driving the leading wagom
in the train, should be responsible to aid im chooting Lhe camp site lor the
night, 7The following day that wegen would become the last in line, snd the
one bohind 1t would be fivst. It in turn would be the last wzzon ths following
day snd so on--each wagon thug having a day in each position in line. I% eo
haprened that the Campbell wagon one day wes holding the very last place in the
line, It so happened that the Campbell wagon one dey was holding ghe vory last
place in the line. The slow oxen, pledding ajong, even more slowly than those
before them, became a cusrter of a mile or so behind the nearest wagon shesd.
The day wasg hot and sultry, and the mother had tied up the side convas.
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Three 1ittle childrem were sitiing aleong the open side when, without

warning, three feather-decorated Indians dashed up on horses and made an
apparent reach for the chiidren. The mother grabbed the clothing of all
three apd pulled them to her at the same time releasing the canvas. The

Indians rode sway just as guickly as they had come. The oxen vere prodded
into a trobt to overtake the others and no such distance wes allowed 1o
intervene again. Whether the Indiens aceidently missed the children, or
whether it was their idea of a joke was never known.

“: A sscond Indisn incident closed just as fortumeately. There.spneared
one evening-an Indien chisf who requested permission o stay for the night.
-Giving dus considermtion to the problem, the captein of the train, who was
slgo ir. Gampbelll!s cousin, decided it was best-to grant the reguest. He
ordered & tent put up and the bed spread. Whem night fell, the chlef wished
to sleep without, but ‘was made tc undermiand that he was welcome to shay
but rmust sleep within the tent. Being alone, ke was unsble to insist on
other arrangements. The captain mnde his om bed withim the same tent for
the night and pleced™Pouzmen.on guard without in addition to the reglar
shift, Every night by turn, some men would guard wntil midnight and others
the rast of the dark hours. Throughout this particular night Imdian fires
vere plainly visible in all directions. chithe hillsides, which in itoelf
wag nob unnsual, -as the country was not only well inhabited by Inmdians,
but this year all tribes were warring on onme ancther snd such s nightly
sight was common. - The visiting chlef arcse the next moraing,was presented
with some sugar, snd hia buffalo hides made bucket~like were filled with -
milk. He departed and nothing was again ssen or heard of him or his friends.
If he had plamned some sort of signaling, his plans weve thwarted,

7 8o the people travelled day by day and week by week. At last a placa
near Howntain Meadows, & short way from 8alt Lake, became the camping grounds
for the night. - Mr. Camphell's wagon, being first of the train, Mr. Campbell
with his cousin sttempted to choose the camp site. A dlsagreement srose
betweon the itwo men with the result that Mv, Campbell left the train, He
vith only two other wagons mow started om alome. The others moved cn inta
Mountain Measdows. - This so-called place, as its name implies, waz meadows
surrounded by mounbaing wWith but one means of emtry. This entry wes a
mogt unfortunate one, for being so hemmed in, thelr exit was impossible
agelnsh enomies that took up a position on guard at the vne passage way,
Every one of thess Lruve, courageous people, after their months of privation,
work, worry, and all that such a trip entails, was here massscred with the
exceplion of twleve children, five days afbor their sepsration from the other
wagons, ~ This deed was at ths time blamed to Indimus, but one of these - -
surviving children later told & story that ssemed to give evidence that if
wad & party of MHormons. The reason is explained in the fact that the group
of lmmigrants from Missourl that originelly joined this treim were relatively.
well-to-do, They had horses in place of oxen and betier equipment in other
raspects, - It 48 believed that the ruthless murdsrers knew this and killed
the party for their posasessions., This, bowevar, bas never been proven.

The little train of three wagons, so narrowly oseaping death, made thelr
way to Carson Valley, Nevada. Here sgain the party divided, two wagons

(vext page)
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jesiring to go over the mountains, via Truckes, through Datch Flat and on ®
Mrinity County, the Campbell family alone taking a trail which lsad through
PMacerville. ' ' _

. The direct purpose of this family's trip was not for gold. HMr. Camphell
had been & teacher and for the times wus a man of good education. [«e had a
wrother 1iving in Maryeville interested in keeping a store. Mr, Campbell's
trip was in response to his brother!s suggestion thet he come vest to assist
aim in this business and in keeping books; efc., while the brother managed
the store in its other comnections. Such arrasgements had been made vetween
the two brothers by waill earried by pony express asil.

Brighton wes st last reached (by this litile family traveling alone) on
the first day of October after six monthg of travel. Here they stayed one
sonth., Then, the remsinder of the trip from Brighton to Marysville was
accomplished, tut only & great disappointment was awaiting them. The brother,
naving heard that sll members of the train were messacred at Mountain Meadows,
had declded to go back to Arkansas. He left Marysville three days before the
arrival of the Peter Campbell family. The brothers never saw each other alive
again. His plans upsst, Hr. Campbell attempted to malte a living by working
on farms when and whers he could. The mother aided by doing housework nscessarily
having to izke her little children with her at 211 times, Just one story will
give an idea of here 1ife and of Marysville at this time. - '

It was not an uvnusual experience on her way to work in the morning to
meet & drove of wild cattle. More than once on such an occasion she would run
for the nesrest tree and 1ift her three babies into it until it was sale for
her to proceed on her way.

. After one year in Marysville the family sgain set forth in their wagon
still drawn by oxen and came to Sacramento, settling lemporarily east of the
city acrogs the Americen River. From here they moved on to a farm of their
own near Folsom, where they lived permanently, Mr. Campbell passing on.. -
atsthie dge of-sixty-eight;’ the mother:in 1885, - The obildren attended school
ipithe present Sylvan-school district. .

Conecerning all these adventures, Mrs. Lowell, the litile Rancy of the
wagon train, though only four years old at that time, remembers many incidents
very distinetly. The experience of the three Indians grabbing at her made an -
impression wery clear. She remembors that one men refused to build up his
wagon to ford the Green River with the resuli thet the wagon bed containing his
fapily floated boat-like off its wheels and down the river wniil rescued. The
picture of the floaiing wagon bed and the screaming pecyle in the wagon both
1s 24131 very clear to her. Quite distinctly she recells the day when the
little two year cold brother wanted to stay and play when the wagons were ready
to depart, and the father said, "A1l rigbt, Richavd, I'1l lsave you here with
the Indians.¥ Her concern for the little brother was too real to be easily
forgotten. After srriving in Geliformia, one day she found a fifty-cent piece.
She knew it was money and she imew she had heard mneh of pecple who had come to
California for gold. HNaturally, the memory of her first and sudden wealth is
sti1l remerbered. -

One reference tc Sacramento during these early days closed her story. Mrs.
Lowell!s description of the present capital city in her words was, YSacramento
was just a 1ittle town of shenties. During the flood of '6ly; my father cut and
peddied wood to the people by row boat. It wasn't mueh of a towm in those days.m

# On the orisiasl parphlet thia has beon changed in i to road:
in the year of 1865.



