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My Doer laria, : . , ,
; Your letter of February 28rd us also those revicusly writtea have
Just been received, After my last was written I left Hang Towm and lcsated
myself with Mr. Baker and the other gentlemsn whom I mewtioned hi
the middle fork ef the Ameriean River, The muow about tmt time
fulling fn-the mowrtaing and for about thres weeks we were camped
lay from four to six feet desp, To an indebitant of the States th
soem @ great hardship with nothing but & tent rade
ground for @ bed, But hers mot more than fiftesn miles from the
the Sierra Juvads at lsast five thousand feet elevation, motwi
dopth of snow, the weather was not exeessively ecld. The the
never at sero., After the snow ceased falling whioh was about
¥arch, it rained almost incessantly for twe weeks more, About
of April the dry sesson set in and the hills arcwmd us were
snow, The streams poured down & torrent of water and it was
possible o wark or even prospeet, I have not been able to do o
in the mines einee I wrote you last, We have pasked some proviel
Saeramento upcn whish profit emough was mds ¢o pay our expenses
our purses have not grown much lighter. I should pot be gurprised
this time you wore becaming scmewhat diseournged about my prospects will
now tell you uwpon what we are relying. Somstime in February we boeams ag~
quainted with & gentleman named Dimean who last Ostober discovered soms
veory pich diggines same thirty miles north and east ef this plass, In
oleven days he took out five thousand dollars and says that the diggings
are sxtensive emough for five mmdred men, He premised o eendust us e
hig digginge and we have beesn witing for the smows to order
%o visit this placs. Lower down we might have made tolereble wages, DBub
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~ the sssurences thet Mr, Duncen gives us are that in two months time we eam

take ocut from five %o tem thousend dellars sach, Four days sge we starbed
in oompany with Mr, Baker and Mr, Bormett to to see if the snows would pere
mit them $0 reach the ravines in which the gold lies deposited, Yosterday
they sent back their mules as the snows were too deep for these animils $o
travel, They preceeded om foot intending to return in five or six days,

If they sueceed in reashing the plase, they will lay their ¢laims and ro-
turn for the balange of the perty and we shell go and eamp on the ground
until the water and snow will permit us to work, You will -peresive by this
that we are relying on making a fortune almost at a blow, If disappoinsd .
we ghall ¢urn our attention to other places, At all events ¥aria do keep wp
your spirits. I am positive if health is granted we to be sble to mke thres
or four thousand dellars by next fall, But little work can be deme

the rainy ssasco, The water is yet 0o high to work here, It will oommense
falling sbout the first of Jume, Ve shall then have about six menths goed
working weather, - Tou are right in saying the mines are a lottery, Soms have
mde their fortunes but by far the preater portion of the miners are poar,
But they work en expeoting another year will make them rich, Of ene thing I
an determined and that is to return to the States upen ths eammencemsnt of
ancther rainy sséscn, You may positively loock for me then if life is epared,
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now between four and five hundred dollars in my purse, I have not forwarded
it beeause during the rainy ssason I eculd not earn much and if taken siek

nothing but money will prooare either medical attendanse or eare, As soem
as Iunblchmomknndmomthﬁagz;ml formard 1% all,

CthirmmldmmhwmhIlufMuwm,
you would forgive me all the errors of my life, I %ock you, an srtless girl,
from the home of your parents to live im poverty, Your great smbition was
woalth, I saw it but eould not pratify it, 4And yot when T saw how your
whole life seemed €0 beo bound up in riehes, poor ss I was, and madly dlinded
by love, I took yr1 froma where your svery wish was gratified ¢o eme
Mnmmmnhw:-nmmmnpplm. Could ovea ny
ardent love supply the plses of all this? You say you wark ¢o ses me placed
where I ean be respocted and beloved,. Haria my axibition was onee te figure
in the world, Thst ambition is not erushed or even bridled, Tt is shap
that rules my destiny, Butmnemmmppyitmlmhmm
For I shall be whappy %oo, Tou will never be happy until my purse 4s filled
with gold, For that reasen I shall breve every danger for a fortuns,  If
that my hopes are erushed I will mot lock into the future, You will met
think me insane when I tell you that I you $o digtrastion and $iat S

seoure your happiness I would sasrifiee my owm.

Hmrnkulgaintoupnkofntﬂmhlnt_hntoﬁurmng. You Imow
highly I respect Harriet, She will be am homor to any husband, Caroclime

how
and Edward] I lemg o see them, I an sorry Oaroline sould mok get alemg withe

out learning the dressmakors trade, It {s an whealthy businses and mope Sham
that gometimes brings & persen in assooiation with bad people, I thiamk that
milliners, dressmalers and that olass of females are not bleseed with a supiPe
ebundanes of virtue, But James has mothing to fear, Money will scome im %o his
8id, DBesides tle soures the indictment proceeds from it is not sush as ¢o give
him wuch alarm, Marie do not engage in sehool toaching, nursing er anything of
the kind, Stay at your father's home, Thare you eam read and lave protectors,
Honey you will not want after a little, e :

C(h how bappy will be the day of our wnion, if that day by CGed's
blessing arrivess I ardly looked formard with more pleasure to eur bridal
day than I mow do to the time when I ean again elasp you to my arms, My .
heart will bs too full for utterance, Oh how thankful should we be timt God
mde us to love, And them that he made us to love only ones If our affections
wore divided among mny so much the less intense would be thelr faros, As &he
- rays of the sun when concentrated by a glass produse intense heat, but whem
seattered over the earth afford cecasiomal warmth followed by chilling blagts,
Se lcve when divided exong muny cbjcots somotizmes wrnt the heart then leaves
/it desolate, but when turned towurds cne alans leeps alive a burning altar in
: muuh-nnmhnotyouwnlnetm,mmuuum

en your pillow for me in vain, I will nestle so olose to your bosem that oup
" days and niphts both will be ome 1ife long rapture, And then the hopes ef
being blessed with children, Oh visioms too bright T semetimes fear te be
realised] Do love, keep up your spiritse Your health depends minly oan this, .’
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. 1 enelose in this letber some gold dust, The pieces at sixbeem
dollars per oumos are worth about den dollars, I have selested flat pleces
besause they can be easily enclosed, Gold is found in all shapes, Pleess
hive been found warth $1000 axd even mors, Gmllyhmrthuthcm

small,  large quantities of it is taken out em the rivers as &ust, ;
shall u'ih to Josl u:d his wife soon, Hothing I eould & th- frea hu"
would be of servies, From your last letter I lNope he and Moses have sebtliad,

By the way does an beir swait them? It is &ihe I think, Anll

wife, His fmmense property will meed an inheritor, Muﬂbﬂ&m
enouzh when married to not waste the last part of their lives en the
moom, To your father and mother ecnvey my love, Their kindness ¢o you
gtall never be effased from my memory, To my mother also send words of lewe
and sourege, Tell her that her siek boy s in good health, wading through

the suows, fording rivers and elimbing rugped and almost
Thie-feeble eonstitution has pFipsned into a hnlﬁtvuﬂﬂ;m -nhul.. Be
mummmmmmmum.

: Impmumlmn;frmwshm. Ith-.huthld
that onrpolitieim seek the dissolutiom of the Tniom, Fhen cr great Fee
public falls to pieces, I shall fer one be prepared to say ¢hat mn is ned
fit for self-govermment, Tell the Wilmot provisio men tiat they ere endangsre
ing the great fudrie of cur govermment, Slsvery ean never exist Sither hevein,
in Desert or New Memieo, The matives of the eountry are deadly hostile %6 ib,
m-&mw:rﬂmﬁhmdmth,tppm 1ts inkredwetiom, N
tution sould receive the sansbion of the people whieh regognise i%e ¥ob
man in cne hmdred would vote for it, God is great, He will curb the
of slavery. Tiat being who fixed bounds ©o the cesan, can and will ;b an
¢0 hummn bondage. Mr, Vebsters spesch is a great ptt‘ricl:lcmdim
efforts Mr. Clay too deserves etermal eredit., And last thought not leass,
014 Pulliom rides the storm seattering the enmmies of the Uniom ds
aubusnal winds seatter the lsaves of the forest, How sontemptible
as Van Buren, Giddings, Hale and Seward appesr by the side ortbn.

If you ghould gend me papers they would not reach me wbil eub ¢
date. - Bosides it would cost thres dollars to get eme out of the Fost
Tie ean buy papers brought imto the mines whem the steamer arrives for end
dollar each, Virite laria ouse in two weeks, .I am often where I can gob
neither pemcil or paper for wesks, I write at every epportumity, Your letbers
are my great solaoo, lr, Baker is wild, laria, unite with me omtinmily &b
Gods throne for his blessings, If there is love past the pries of gold @
rubies, such is mine to you, 3 : :
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: Yours oves,
~ Cmrles
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Fort Kearny

Yy 12th, 1349

liy dear imria,

Testerday we arrived at this place three hundred thirty miles
from Independeonce opposite Grand Island in the Platte, 7e are all well
and leave in Yen minutes for Fort Laramis, Yesterday about tem 4.4, a
war party of fifty Sioux Indians well mounted and armed came aoross our
path and threatened fight, We were but twelve men and three wagonse Zach
man Yook his rifls and prevarsd, TWe marched by the side of our wagons, and
wendt through the Indians, they being apparently satisfied with our deter=-
mined menmer, opened and we passed, The Sioux and Pawneces are at war. This
iz Pawnee country and the perty were on an exvedition against the Pawnoes,
Today we have joined four more wagons with fourteen men mixing twenty six
men and seven wagons. . We now think ourselves sirong smough, IS enly re«
gquires a determined manner to overrule the savages, The counbry between
hers and Indevendence iz extremely fertils all the way bub one vashk
prairies Ho timber exesp: on the borders of the streams. I wish T kad
time to give you a history of our jowrney. Ny love is wbounded, Ch my
dsar wife believe mo your ever faithfl husband, your lover and adorer.
adizsu, for the Usams ars moving and I must olose. Oh how my besom heavos
with inextinguishable love, :

Charles
laria.
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Wy Dear laria,

I wrote you a line from Fort Childs 300 miles up the Nebrasia,
“hether you received the same is uncertain. From that place we made our
way siowly along and arrived here this moraing, The vallsy of ths Usbrasks
is frem 3 o 7 ziles bread and is almest perfsctly lewel., It is anbirely
costibute of Bimber exsert an cocasiopal cobton wood shrub om the banks,
The water iz siallow never more than 3 Joet deep, The river bottem is
troad from 1o § miles wids and is composed entirely of guiek sand, The
valley iz flanksd by bluffs frem 1 to 500 fee® highs Ihek of thase blufrs
the counizy iz wmdulating but destitute of timber, Ths Suiffale appeared
about 4C0 miles up the river, e pessed immense herds, Abous 180 miles
irom Fort Childs we struek the South fork of 3o Nebraslm which we Followed
up 45 miles and then forded and crossed over %o the Herth fork about 13
niles. At the fort the river wm3s 3/4 of a mile wide and the water fecm 1
50 4 Peet deep, The wagons pasaed over safely., Fort laramis is losated
i The point of land between the Laramie river and Worth Fork of the
Nisoragika, It i3 a trading post of the Amerisan fur oompany, The tradera
hewve squaws for their wives, /e passed a village of the Sioux Indiane
about 100 lodzes 140 milea back, Wo delayed tlhrss davs $o rocruis our
arrivals 3o Shad I had a zood opportunity to ghudy ‘ndian sharacter. T
wiszited their lodges freely., They are mnde of Buffalo alking in tho form
of 2 cone and havs a hole cn the Gop whers the smoko sssaves, Thoy are
from 10 $o 15 Doot in diameder at the botiem and are very somforbable.
The Sioux are friendly, Thelr women are oretiier than any femeles among
the Indians I ad before seen, Their foatures ars delisate and they are
of & lighter compisxion than the North Amerisan Indians gonerally, Above
@ll this they are virtuous, Some of the emizrants 23 a great number wers
sgaembled here, were base enough to think meanly of their wirtus bubt were
indignantly repulssd, In short, the Sioux are 4 ncble rase of men noch
naving yet imbibed the vices of the white men, They are at war with the
Crows whose couniry we kave yeb to pass Shrough. Some baties have besn
fought, There are 200-3000teams on the road, Aboub 400 are ahead of us,
o have about 1900 miles yet to bravel to reash Subters Fort in California,
This will include the pasaage of the mounbaing and will be tre most difPie
cult part of the jowrmey, Ly health kas bteen pocd and the Jjourney hag
improved it. IHothing but your presence has been wanbing Lo mlke me enjoy
mygell, laria, I have dreamed of you oitsn. Sometinez T have seen you sick
2% the point of death, and Inve fanoied myself bereft of my reasons At the
ilsa That you are going bo leaws me, A4Ab obhers (pardon me PYor lovers ars
olways jealous) I have seen vou orove wafnithiul to me, abandon me and your
virtue toos Ch God how my brain would ool ad the Pirsk moment of amkoning
and bofors whad was imagination was found net %o bs a reaiiby==could I bear
©o hear sten news--never lBrias It ia lloors I believs who save--
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I lmow hwt I love Lhes whatowsr thou orbee
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: You ones told me thet you would not apain merry for love but fov
wealiths. %he excression has offen r~:°t~‘* r&&rl*ec by me while follovwine fheo
wegong eicnr the road. Could I even think thet your miv love hed expirel
I would rather oever aroin gsoe friende or cousbry. But noe-yvour plichted
iove hzs Toc often been repledged for me o doubd it I ‘w«..:t with enxiely
to hecr from you et St, Francisco, Lo lefter from you yet simee I lef
home==1 kunow you wrotiee You sculd net suffer me to wait the srrivel of
news through your fewlbt., I ghall reserve &ll the fullmess of my feelings
and strength of my love te levish on you et my return. Oh what exn overflow
of goul there will be, I was mede to adore you. Your netel ster from ths
time it rose was mede the cynworeer of my existences ILet it then be fo
through life, Iy God grent that I retwrn with wealth go thet 4% meiks you
heppy, I &sk no mores I am keeping & jowrnsl of the sounbry roud and we
will g5t together in the perlor corner and reed it, your hesd on my bosom
ené my erm encirsling your neck, That zrm encireling the only women it ever
embraced in leve end thebt bosom pa?u%atmg with love tomrd the only men
i% ever loved. Do you enswer yest to the last? Oh women, wint power the
Creetor has invested with yous You tie us with & chein of gold so strorg
thet it never brecks bubt when it verts bears the hesyt out, You too have
ell The poweres You can cover this shein with rust or smep it sssunder end
we oan only lemernte The men who loves &z I do, oan never betray her to
whon he has sworn sllegianes, L thunderbolt from hsaver cannot be more
poweriul then would the effect on his own hippiness the moment he should
die spe-laria proy for me that svecess my attend 11 my virtuous under-
tekings, Iy I meet yveu once more with the smiles of virtue vesting oo vour
beavtiful features. Vi respects to vour father, meywr, s*cé:nars, end gisters,
Llgo ®v my own friemds if you see them,

Perhaps you would like to Enow our menmer of 1ife, At 4 ﬁ. wE
get up end pisket cur mules in fresh gracs. Thet operetion vonsists in
ériving & stiek 18 or 20 inchee long end sherpened inte the growmd. Toe ctick
ie made fest to - rope L0 or 30 feet lomg %;ieri to & miles neck, Breakfust is
then coocked, This consisbzs in e ocup of coffec, fried becon, apd dry or pilok
bread. At & ofclopk we harness ocur animals a.zzd travel wn a glow welk wtil
11 A.i. The mules are driven by & men riding the nigh wheel mule and gu iding
the leaders by lines. AT 11, we picket cur mules in fresh press and set about
prepering dirner, This consisls in e eup of poffee, oold besns, and becon or
buffalo mest if we have it, end bread, 4% 113, we mgein move om shtoppire st
o £L11 wmlk exeept the man who drives the mlas. We do this last by tuwrns.
Supper consists in tez, boiled r:me, end dried beef or codfish, Semetimes we
meke ovr weale pelmtsble in epple sauce and occasionally wmrm cakes ere baked,
One of the company does the eocking, We penerally earry our rifles o o
shoulders &8 we rerch alcmg Juring the right, we heve 4 woishers, From &
tc 10, 10 4o 12, 12 to £, &nd 2 to 4, Hech m&n tekes his turm. At present
esen ren m.i'.ch&a 2 pightes out of § in our compenmys O beds comsist of buf-
felo skins intoc the wegone for the bottom end blankete over ws., Ouwr sppetitec
are pood, our digestive orgensg strosg, and our sleep, sweot,

Thenee we follow the Forth fork of the Febresiz 50 miler end therc
leave it for the Rocky Hounteine, If en epportunity iz curs I shell wiite
e&gaine I send thie Ly travellere from Orepone They are weit ting and T closzce

I rerain youws t£ill death,

Charies
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