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CHAPTER 1.

CHILDHOOD DAYS.

I was born on the eightg day of October 1835, at Long Soring Lbdge,
in the Parish of Watford, Hertfordshire England.

My father's name was Fohn Forsdick and my mother's maiden name was
Juliet Elizabeth Bartram. UMy father was born in ths County of Suffelk in
May, 1796 and my mother at the village of lLeavesden in August 1797. Thise
was about half a mile from the place where later I was born.

When my father was about Stwenty years old, he entered the employ of
the Barl of Essex and married my mother soon after.

The home of the Earl of Easex was known as the Cassiobury Estate.

I 4o not ‘now how many acres the original park contained, but it was
seven miles in circumference.

At different times parts of it were sold, until now very little of the
old Estate remains; in fact a gzreat many of the old Eetates in England
have béen divided and sold.

As 1 remember it, nons of the esstate at the time my father lived
there was under cultivation. Some of it was in timber, but most of it in
grass and was well stocked with horges, ceattle, sheep, deer and wild game.

My father's occupation was that of Game Keeper and his work consisted
of breeding and ralsing game birds; that is partridges, pheasants and hares
and to watch the woods %o preveat such game being killed by poachers.

I 4o not know just where the first years of my parents married lives
were spent, but it was on the estate. In the year 1835 his beat, as it
was called, embraced that part of the estate called lLong Spring or the
Gullet and 1% was while they were living there that I was borm.

When I was about six mbnths old, Father was transfered to another
part of the estate called The Springs.: The house was on the Hemel Hemp=
gtead Road and within sight of Cassiobury House, the hime of the Barl of
Bazex.

It was a promotion from Long Spring and I can remember the visits
that the Head Keeper used to make. He would often bring apples and hide
them on an everzreen tree and when he would start for home, he would tske
me to the troe and shake 1t and the apples would fall.

He was also the Yark Keeper and his name was Balnbridge. I remember
when he died and a man named Ealley took his place. IHe did not keep ths
roaition long snd Lord Esasex offered the place to Father.

It was a blg promotion and much better pay. Father hesitated about
taking it, as he did not know anything sbout deer, nor of using a rifle,
which was used to shoot the deer.

My older brother John said that he would shoot the deer and Lord
Clarenden's keeper, on an adjoining estate sald he would help him until
he could do the work.

Father accepted the place and we moved up into the Fark and I soon
found where Mr. Bainbridge got the ai)les he had brought to ne.

1t was a much pleasanter place to live. The Grand Junetion Canal
ran through the Fark there md we had near neighbors. The Carventer and
blacksmith shops were only a short distance away.
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It was sbout a mile fronm Gassiobury House to the Essex Arms Hotel in
Watford and 1t was & 1little farther from where we lived to the church znd
school. &




My father lived at this place until he resigned in 1870 in favor of ny
brother John. Lord Essex built Father a home on another part of the
Estate and he lived there until he dled, at the age of elighty six and gy
mother two years later at the age of eighty seven.

I was next to the youngest of a family of five boys and two girlsg,
none of whom ever left England. I am the stray sheep of the family, reason
for which will be given later.

My entire life until I was seventeen years old, was spent on this
eatate, g0 that my earlieat recollections are of the woods and dells of
014 Eagland.

Lord Hssex entertained a great many of the nobility. It was part of
Father’'s work to go with the hunters during the hunting season and 1 had
the opportunity to see many of the ones who visited there.

The Dowager Cueen Adelalde made a long visit at Cassiobury and during
her atay many of the Royalty and Hobility of not only England, Wt of
Cantinental Europe, esveclally of Germany visited there.

During her visit Queen Victoria, frince Albert and their children
were there. At that time, the Hoyal 3tandard, a flag used only where the
reigning monarch was staying, was flying over Cassiobury.

On one occasion Father received word that frince Albert and Prince
Bdward of Sax Welmer would shoot on a certaln day and for him to take them
where they could get the bast sport, s2s he had full charge of the game
preserves.

I was dedaubsd %o attend glose around the Frince Consort, even now I
¢an well remember how he looked that day.

When he would shoot, one of his atteandents would take the em ity gun
and hand him & loaded one. The gunpowder was carried in one pound cannisters,
then poured into the sowéer horns.

They were not particular about shaking all the powder out of the
cannisters and 4 goon found quite a lot of powder in the different cans.

I saved this and by night had quite a lot of posder and thought I
would have some fun.

I got & plece of board about six feet long and a few inches wide and
12id & train of my jowder on the voard. I went injo the stable, got some
gtraw, openecd the lantern and lighted it. Before reached the board, my
straw had quite blazing and as I thought it would 8o no good unless it was
blazing, I stooped down %o blow it into & blaze. In & gecond my train was
ablsze. 1 paw & blue flame and shut my eyes in time to save them, 't my
face mas vlack. My brothsrs gsaw me and began to laugh at my black faegs.

I ran to the pump and with a few sirokes of the handle caught my hands
full of water and washed my face, taking the black skin with it and then
I suffered.

iy mother heard me crying, but when she found out what 1 had done, ab
first refused to do anything for me. She told me that 1t would teash me to
leave gunpowder alone in the future.

I had alwaye been the favorite of my oldest sister and when she heard
of 1t, she wrote to the folks and told them to have a good doector taze
eare of me, so that my face waonld not be acared.

With good care it healed and left no sears, but I never expsrimented
with aun powder azain.




The spring before I was foutteen, I left school and entered the
employ of a Mr. Shute, who owned and orerated three Silk #ills. He wani
s boy in his counting house and came to our school to get one. I was
gelectsd and began waking my own living.

I workde there from the spriag of 1849 untll the fall of 1852, wher
I quit to go to Awerieca.

I started in at the Mill at eight shillings per wesk and in Septemt
1852, 1 was getting sixteen shillings ver week, whioh at that time wag
big wages for a boy.

I took a liking %o the work and was trusted more than any boy who }
precesded me and my vrospects were all that could be desired. I had the
ragpect of my esployer.

¥r. Shute, the owner afterward told my father, that as soonm as [ hs
reached the age of twenty one, he would have uade me manager of that par
of the buainess and that had i consimued as I had started, would no doud
have offered me a partnership with him. He was worth nearly tws hundred
thousand pounds, when he died, so it can be seen what an o porutaity I
foolishly threw away.

CHAPTER 3.
A ¥EY ARLIGEON

At that time in Sngland, there was only consldered to be one church
That was the State Church, or as I have sald, The Frotestant Episcopal
Ohureh.

The Roman Catholic Church was considered a Monster and al) other
denominations were called Discenters.

A Ohurchman thought every one but those belonging to The Church wou
go to Hell and the differsnt denominations thought the same of each othe
while the Roman Catholics looked upom every one alse as Herstics.

My mother attended the Baptist Charel and oftem on Sunday night, I
would go with her. Once in a »hile I woold go fK to the Calvinist Chave
and now after a lapse of over seventy years, ! can distinetly remesber s
of the texts and hyans, that I used to hear.

In those days a boy or zirl was always expected to e asle to tell
text and fallure to do so, often resulted in punishment.

In the year 1848 a new sect made thelr apnearance in the town sand b
to hold meetings. ZThe cslled themselves The Church of Jesus Christ of &
Latter Day Saints, a d they preached that thers was no salvation excent
vecoming s member of the same.

They preached that the frue Gospel, through unbeltief had besn taken
from the earth and that the ngle spoken of in Revelation as; “Bringleg
the everlasting Gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth*, had e
o Josenh “mith in Palmyra, in the State of New York and commissioned hi
preach the Uocspel and sstabdlish the Xingdom of Ood on sarth, never morse '
be over thrown. :

They claimed that Feter, James snd John had come and ordained Josen
Smith to be the Apostle to open the last dispensat on, with power and
suthority to ordaln others and $o confer on them, the same power and sut!
that the Twelve Apostles had in Jesus' day.

They alao claimed that a new Bidle had Yeen given to Goseph Smith,
which »as ealled the Book of Mormon.

For the bdenefit of those who have never read the *Book of MHormon®, |
»ill say that they claimed it to be an inapired historieal record of the
Ancient peonle who inhabited the American continent.

In many respecte it is written much like the 014 Testiment. N



It is just & history of a colony which left Jerusalem about 600 B,
This colony embarked on the “orsian Gulf and were led by Divine Inspira
to the ¥estern shores of South Amerigs.

From here they scattersd. These reople kept & history of their i1
snd of God's dealings with them. These racords were engraven in Hebrew
ard Bgyptain charactars, upon Metallie Plates and were handed down from
goneration to the next.

Une of their Frophets, Morman, made an abridged record of the whole
and it was called The Book of Hormon.

Hormon pasced his record down to his son, doroml. After the distey
of many of his pecple, Moron! was comananded by God, to hide the reaords
a hill, known to these Ancient peoule as Camorah, which was situated in
Vastern part of the State of Hew York.

The ¥ormons claim that it was this same Moroni, im the fore of an
Angle, who revealed to Jogseph Swith, then only a boy, the hiding slace o
these records and gave him other Pivine instwmctions for the re-establisg
of the Church of Christ on esrth.

The Hormons claim thal the Ameripan Indians are the decendents of
this Ancient race diacribed in the B ok of lMormon.

The Book of Mormon is anot, as many pecple think the Mormon's Bible.
They use $he Kiﬁg James translation just as other Christions do, but the)
claim that the “ook of Mormen is an addl tional Yook of Seripture, sontal:
many valuable traths. They place it along with the 0ld Testonent as a
book of history. ;

They oreached that Faith in God and 1 Jesus Onrigt was the first
requisite for Salvation. That repentance and ceasing to do evil ané leay
ing to do gooll, was the second thing necessary; that Baptism by Immersion
for the remission of sins came next and the laying on of hands by some on
comnissioned of God for the zift of the Holy Ghost.

After compliance with s11 the above ordinances a person became a
member of God's kingdom on earth and were entitled to all the oromises an
*lessings bestowed upon the Apostolic Church.

They belleved and olaimed tha: the signs that followed the Apostle's
ministry followed thelrs. That the sick were healed by the laying on of
hands of the Elders of the Church; thst devils wore cmat out and that som
had the gift of prophesy, others the interpestation of tonguee.

In prayer meetings, I have heard men and women et vp and talk an
unintelligable mass of gibberish for three or four uoments and then some
one else wonld get up and rrofess to interpret the same.

I bave seen people who claimed they were sick claim they were hesled
by the laying on of hands of the Blders of the Church. The caution, howei
was always given, that if the Elder who laid hands on the siek was in
poor health, s had batter not do it, %0 that ! mow think the oases which
were healed are much like the Christion Science of today.

The Hormons as they are commonly ealled, belisve in a Literal trang~
lstion of the Bible and in the Resurrection of the Dead.

They lay partisular stress upon the gsescond coming of Christ to reiga
& thonsand years on earth, after that the world would be cleansed from all
sin and made into an everlasting aliode for the Jjust forever.

They believe that all emn will be judged by their own actual alns and
not for Adam's trasgression, as the death of Christ blotted out that sin.

They slso believe that God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Ghoet are separate and distinet peraons, each doing his own work, but all
working together in harmony. They beliove in the Dirinity of Christ and
that when this earth is cleansed from all sin and wade into an everlasting
abode, that Jesus will be the god of the world.

5.



They seemsd to have plemty of Seripture to substanciate their te

The main thing that they wished however to impress was, that God
had restored the Priesthood throush Jdoserh Smith and revealsd through
and his successor Brigham Young and from them through all the braasche
of the ‘riesthood; so that even without a Bivle, the veople sould lea
the »ay to Everlasting Life.

The Church Government was composed of the Yresident of the Churel
that Frophet, Seer and Revelatio Brigham Toung with his two Gounselor

Next came the High Friests, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, @
Seventles, the Blders, iriests, Teachers and Deacons, with Bighoss to
look after the temporal interes s of the Chureh .

A% the hesd of each Pivisoon was a Fresident and two Counselors,
corresponding to the Godhead, but each seperate and distinet individus
their interpretation of the Trinity.

CHAPTER Y.
I BECONE A CONVERT.

In England at that time, ths Mormon Church numbared about twenty-
five thousand members, divided inte Conferences and thess into Branche

There was a President over each Conference and one over aach Bran
with a General Suverintendent over all.

The office of the Gemeral Superintendent was at Liverpool, where !
poblished the Ohurch paper, called “The Millenial Star®.

The Superintendent at that time was Orsen ¥ratt, one of the Twely
and a very able man. He was wuch hetler educated than most of them, s
fhey claimed that a man did not have to be educated to sreach, that Go
would put into their mouths, what he wanted them to (T

Long afterward, I heard S-ver C. Kimball, Brigham Young's first
Counselor in a sermon in Salt Lake City, ridicule education and say th
"Peter was not educated and that he thought Peter could vreach as good
any one”.

After attending their meeting for some time asnd becoming theroughl
infatuated with their presching, I was bantized by Immersion in the
fiver Golne, by a Friest in the Church named Henry Kibbell, on the temt
day of Jammary 1849, being at that time, only a 1ittle past fourtesn
years old.

In lockling Dack to that time, I have sometimes thought that ny
parents should have preventsd me from Joining that church. Had they
done so, the entire course of my iife would have been diffarent, ss tha
was the turning point in my life.

The Fresident of the London Confersnce at ihat time was John Banks
sud the rresideat of the Watford Bramch was Thomas Hargatts, who the
next year was promoted to the Fresidency of the London Gonfarence.

I3 is a strange thing, bat all the Fresidents of that Confarence
up to the time I left Bngland, later left the Church. They wers Moses
Martin, John Banks, Thomas Margetts, R11 B. Kelgey and James Marsden,
the fate of some of these, [ will tell later.

To say that I believed the Mormon Religion wut faintly expressas {
I was up and doing all the time. Attending meetings and on Sunday
distributing tracts.

For the first four months, or ustil I quit schoeol I eould not atte
the Sunday morning services.

After that I went la the moraning at ten-thirty, in the afternoon =i
two-thirty and in the evening at six-thirty and the morning and evening

services were abont two hours long. The afterncon services were devoted
to t‘k‘lnt the Sasramant and Pasdimane -



In the suswer of 1850, I was ordained a Teacher, being admitied
the Aaronic Prieathood. The duties of the office was to visit the
members, pray with them and see that no hard feelings sxisted among
them, as it was held that wmless harmony and Brotherly love abounded,
progress could be nade in tha KEingdon.

About thig time, I was appointed Clerk of the Branch to keep the
ainuites of the official meeting and %o keep the Church records.

Besiden the meetings on Sunday at Chapel, during the summer we
would go to neighboring towns to preach; that is, two of us would go
together and sometimes we would have two or thres places going at the
game time.

Monday night was Officlal Heeting, Tuesday night FPrayer Hesting i
another part of the town and Saturday night was visiting night.

The ones we would nob gee on Saturday night, we would go to on
Sunday morniug bdafors church.

In contrast %o thia, I 20 often hsar people who profess to be
Christiane now, complain bocause they have Church on Sunday night, thi
that serviges once a week is enocugh.

During the summer of 1851 I was ordained a Friest, that being a
step bigher in the Friesthoed. I was now a regular preacher.

The first tine that I ever undertook to preach was from the
Epistle of James. Wy subject was "Faith and Works" and my ldoas today
about summed up in that verse which reads, "Show me thy falth witho t
works and I will show you my falth By my works.®

Another thing that the Hormon Eld-rs preached at that tine was,
that all the Sainte (as all members of the Church were called) should
be gathered together in one place. That place was in the Oreat Salt
Lake Valley, where they could learn the mysteries of ths Lingdom. It
wae there the Temple would be bullt and where God wo 1d telk with His
Isreal, =e they ssaid.

Ho one was considered to be very strong im the faith, unless they
believed in the gathering of the Salnts and prayed to go to Zion.

In faet, I think more prayers were made to God, to open the way,
whereby they might be gathered %o Zion, than wers made to go to Heaven
Like a good Mormon I prayed for the time to come whem ! sould
leave my native land and my friends and go to Salt Lake Ofty, for to
be where Brighan Young was, would in our estimation be getting closer

Heaven.

Ho Mohammedan ever thought more of Mohammed and the Koren, than
the Latter Day Saints did of Joseph Smith and after his death of Brigh
Young, as the following verse from ome of their songs will ashow.

Praise to the man who communed with Jehovah,
Jesus annointed that ‘roohet and Seer,
Blasased to open the lmast Dispensation

Eings shall extol him and nations revere.

Hail to the prophet ascended to Heaven,
Fraitors and tyrants will fight him in vain,
Mingling with God, he ean plam for his brethern
Death cannot conguer this Hero again.

In 1851 the Lindon Confersnce was divided into four or five Con-

ferences. Tha branch to which I belonged belng set off into the Hasex
Oonference, and & man by the name of Slack from Sheffield was made pre:

b



His hesdgquarters was at ¥atford, my home town =nd I wes aprolnmte
Clerk of the “enference. During the sumwer I made & record of sll th
nembere of the Conference.

i1t was at that time I made the asquaintence of ¢. ¥. Penrose, whi
later edited the "Deseret News”, tha chureh paper published in Salt I
Clty, and which it w#till published there.

I alao met 8. L. T. Harrison, who afterward edited the Salt lLake
Tribune, a paper siarted in opuositlon to Brighem Young and which is
still published.

CHAPTER 5.
I QUIT THR MILL.

During the winber of 1850 and 1851, the London Hewspapers had
bean prinsting a very glowing dlseription of a :onderful duilding that
was beingerected in Hyde lark and was to be opened %o all nations of 1
world to place on view exhibits of all kinds.

The building was called The Crystal Palace. The outside framewo:
to be wade of glase, with an arched roof of glass. It would be opem ¢t
the public on May first. The price of aduission was one shilling and
was ong of the many thousands who visited it.

¥hitsun Monday was a Holiday at the will, g0 [ gtarted from
¥atford on an early traln and arrived im Hyde Feark early sad was amaxe
at the wonderful bullding which I saw.

1 pald my one shilling and entered it. lven now I can secarcely
diseribe It. I{ seemed more like Falryland and did not seem that 1t
could be real.

There were exhibita showing the goods and machinery from nearly a
the nations of the world in spaces designated to them.

I remember one of the thinus which appealed to me was the Kohinur
dlamond. It was placed under a glass globe snd guarded by policemen.

I apent the entire day im the building and reached hone that nigh
about nine o'clock.

A ghort time later, my mother visited the Crystal Falace. Toward
evening she became tired amd hearing that there was a wonderful Fanora
entitled The Overland Route to California, on exhibdition in the Egypti
Hall in Pleadilly near the Regents Zull, she went to see 1.

¥hen she csme home, she told me acout 1% and gald that I miesed
& great treat by not seeing i%.

Early in Septesmber, I made another vistt to the Orystal Falsce, W
left early encugh to visit the Fanorams. It »8s on canvas and was
unrolled by hand. The views were explained by a perssn telling what
each pieture replesented.

it was indeed wonderful, but very differeat from our present day
movies.

It showed the trip of General Fremont croasing the plains and man
of the scenes that were shown on the canvas I later saw in my trip sen
the nlslne.

i recogniced Independence Rock on the Sweatwater river when we oa
to it, from the plcture I had seen in Bpgimnd.

I remember one of the Londom papers at the time in commenting on
the Urystal Falace made this remark;



“fhe American Begle flavs her wings over a Darren waste in the
Grystal Falace.®

It was true, as the space given th the United States was almost
empty. Another London paper replied to the first one by saying,

#It is true that the Aserican Bagle flavs her wings over a derrex
waste in the Crystal Palace, tut she is flapping her wings over wany
hondreds of British subjects who are seaeklng shelier under them.®

During the past four years, I had bsen improving in my every dey
::rx. In September some one told Mr. Shute that I was planning %o go

erica.

One day he found fault because a Bill of Memorandum had been lefi
out of a dbale of silk. He bagan to seold me and said, "I hear that y¢
are iatending ultimately to go to America". I told him that was my
intention. Well, sald he, "You had detter go now'.

I replied that I would do so and I was just foolish encugh to thi
¢that God had asnswersd my prayers and opened a way, whereby I could go
Zlon.

{ t0ld sy porents thet T had received notiece to quit and it alwmo:
broke their hearts, btut like moat boya of seventeen, I was studborn ar
thought I knew it all.

Mr. Shute told the Foreman to tell me that he was not in any ham
for me to quit, that I could stsy one month or three months or as long
as I wanted too. My head wnes set on geing to Zion and I lived to bitd
renent of my cholce.

The Foreman got another Yoy to take my vlace, tut after a month
died. He then sent me tc the same school from which I had come snd $¢
ma to vick out some Doy, ~hom I thought would do.

I taught him 23 much as [ conld about the work, but he did not ta
to the work and did not learn it re dily.

Another proof that Mr. Shnte wanted me to stay, he ralsed my wage
goon after he told me that 1 could go.

It sust not he supposed that the bhulk of those who started for
Salt Lake expected to besome citizens of the United States, such was
not the onse. ‘ :

We thonght that in some way, "od was golng to set up a Kingdom wi
Brighas Young st the head. He was at that time Governor of Utah ferri

At that time, the whole alm of the Saintes was to get to headquart
ef the Ohurch, vhere we could drink of the truths from the mouth of
God himself, through his servant Brigham Young.

It was & religious fanaticism, a blind faith in man, which had n¢
foundation, as i afterward knew to my sorrow.

I will say now, that the Mormon rellglon at that time and for auy
I know at the present time, was a Haterial reiigion. Bvery thlng was
Literal and not Spiritual and the only way to e saved was to do what
those in authority teld you %o do. : :

The Mormons beliave there will be three “lories in “eaven. The
Celestiol, the Terrestial and the Telestlal and according to a man'as
falthfulness, so would be his Glory.

In Decamber 1552 at a Gemeral Confersnce in london a Revelation
was reed, purporting %o have been given to Joseph Imith, authorizisg a
wan to have more than one wife and stating, that is this way only coul
s man inherit the Celestial Kiagdom.

This was the firat time that Folygany had ever dbeea openly preach
in England. The man who read it commented on it and sald “Ho doudt

 many wojld be offended and deny the Faith®.

He was right, many did, himself among the sumber. 9



CHAFIER 6.
FEROUTE 10 LION.

Hy arrangements had beem made %o go to 3alt “ake City, and while
I did not at that time like the idea of Polygamy I d41d not back. ocut.

About that time, an old chum of mine whe had gone to Salt “ske 11
1850, returned as a Miseionary. He told me such a plsusable story, &
it was not compulsory for a man to have more than one wife and gove me
euch & glowlng dlsaription of things over there, that I was keener ths
aver to go and only walted snxlouzly for the ship to sail.

Arrsngements had been made to take ws from liverpool to Salt Lake
City for ten pounds vwer head and to furnish us with vrovistons a1l the
wRY .

There was an agreement that we could take a bhunired pounds of bag
with us, tut 1 later fo md this was not true.

Thers was a very large immigration that yesr. I think about five
boat loads, and as each boat earried about four hundred, it agzregated
nearly two thousand.

The Superintendent of the Vhurch iam “iverncol would gharter the
ships to carry Wormons axclusively. These ships could be secured very
cheaply, as otherwiss, they would have had te go im ballast mostly, ae
return sargoee to Yew Urlesns at thet time was very scarce.

The ships chartered ware mostly mericsn ships in the cotton trad
vetween few “rleans and liverpool. * y e

Our route was to be by sail ship from “iverpool te Hew “rleans,
thence up the Mississippl Rlger by Steamboat to Keokuk Ilows dnd them
overland by ox team %o 3alt ake Vity, a distance of almost elght
thousand miles.

n February 155%, I received word that the ship International wou
satl on the twenty third and for me to bBe in idverpool on the eighteen

The winter had been very =ild and " had enjoyed myself in hunting
and viaiting around »ith my friends and relativgs. Snow fell shout th
middle of the month and was on the ground when  recelved notice to go

I made my farewell visits and svent the evening of the seventeent
at home with my father and wother. The next morning before they were
[ kissed them all “oodbye and that same evenimg arrived in “iverrcol.

The next few days weare spent in getting our berths on board ths sl
@otting our luggage or board, vaying our fare und getting sll necessar
tinware, matresses ete. to use on ship Uoard.

iy mother had given me W2 pall for water, apalr of blankets and
some other things, so that ™ had only to get & mattress and a very noe
one it proved to be. The tinware which was bought was of the cheapest
sort and was worn out long before we reached our destination.

OQur party was composed of an old man named John Doggett, three
young ladiaes, Misses %582 and Haney “-'rr-ll. 81iza Hester and myself.

¥hen it came time to pay for the caseasze, none of them ssemed to
have enough money sad all_ borrowed from me. I loaned them altogather
about thirty dollars and think that five dollars was all of it, that
I ever saw agailn. As a cdnsequence, when ! arrived at my journey's
end, I was dead broke and had holss in the toes of my shoes.

On the twenty fifth day of February, the ship was towed out of the
dock into the iver Mersey and dropped anchor. We remasined hare two
days, ehile =lY were ordered on deck, answered to our names and were
examined by a Doctor bvefore the ship could get her elearance rapers.

While we were anchored an old Gentleman from Waled died and was
taken ashore for burial.
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Our organization was them seccom lished. OChrlstopher Arthur from
Bewport wax aprointed “resident and John Lyons and Righsrd Taddington
eoungelors and Elder 2ims as clerk.

The bunks were divided into wards, with a Pregident over sach and
others wers apoointed to see that the beds were masde and e erything e
clean and neat during the voyage.

A watch was appolnted to see that all bands were in their bunks %
ten o'clock at night. W had three “ondon volicemen on beard and they
were assigned to Folice duty.

Jn board aost emigrant shivs, the officers of the ghip look after
these things, hui by the terms of the Charter of the ship made by the
Iivervool Superiutendent, these dutles were undertaken by the passange
themselves.

Most of us were In the steerage. A few were in what was called
the Second Cabin, for which something extra was patd, but after we wer
out at sea, the steersse vroved to be the better ventilated snd the mo
comfortable of the two.

I think that we drew our rations, consisting of hardtack, rice,
tea, sugar, salt beefl or pork once & week. We were given four guarts
of water each day and had to get 1% early in the moraing.

Ag aoon as we were or: siged we commenced a routine which was abor
as follows; up at dey light snd get breakfast. Then came morning pray
in all the wards, then it was sweep and clesn up. Afrer that we conld
promanade on deck, sing or do whatever we chose until time to get dinn

The ccoking was done by two young men in a 1ittle house on deck
called the Galley. In the morning they would have two big voilers of
hot water and those who wished tea, weuld take some of their cold wate:
and exchange 1% for hot water.

The meat was all boiled together, each person tyilng a wo or &i
tag with his name or the n.mber of his berth on to his piece. ce way
tied up in & bag and cooked the same way.

If & person wsnted mnything fried or sonked in sny other,way, they
would have toc walt their tura.

Most of the passangers took fresh meat, frash bresd bdutter and maz
other things with them, a0 that we did not suffer for snything to ent.

' CHAFTER 7.
SEASICKNRSS.

On the twenty seventh day of February after breskfast, the ship
weighed anchor and a tug took her in tow, down the river several niles.

I was below sweeping at the time, bal seon went on deeck.

¥hile the tug had hold of us, we went fairls steady, dut after
a while, vhen they begen to set the sails the shis began to piteh and
roll a littla.

When the tuxr let go of ws, the ship settled down %o business mnd s
did most of the passansara.

At firet we ware a little disay, then sick at the stomach. The er
on deck soon thinned out and by night a large part of the human carge
wag learning what 1t was $0 be seasick and the next ten days were lost
tine to me.

The first morning at sea was a little rough and some of the timéd
ones thought the shin would sink. [ remember some of the esilors came
down stalrs to stow sway the anchor chaius snd some ono asked them, Lf
it was not dangerous the way the ship was rolling.

One of the sullors made revly, *If it keepe this up for twenty
four hours, the cst fish will be eating you", while in fact, there was 1
danger at all, but a sallor, like a cow boy, like %o play it off on a

tender foot. ii.



During the first wesk or two, the cooks had an easy time of it, v
feow having much acpitite and the Aesk was not erovded. I used to orsw
:ﬂ on deck and get my arms through the ratline and tzy to throw un my

cotg.

My bBest dlscrintion of secsickmess it thet, the first day or two
you are afraid you are going to die, the rest of the time, you dont
gare how encn yom ds.

All things coms to an end, however mnd se 414 szeneicinens to most
of us nad then we fell into our regulsr routine agaln.

%e had contrary winds nearly all the way. After we had besn out
of post six weeks, the Usotaln »eid that he could sall back to lLiverpe
in six days,and sald that 1f the wind d4id not change within a week,
wo wo 14 Rave to go on short retions until 1t 434,

Maybe you don't think there was some earnest praying done for the
wind to change, as 1t was a characteristic of the Mormon religion to p
for the thing needed at the timae, so that all our vrayers now were tha
God would change the wind and bring ue all eafe home to Zionm.

Welil, whether the Lord changed the wind or not, I do not know, du'
the day before our rations were to be served cut, we found in the mornl
when we awoke that we had fff¥¢ Fair winds and plenty of 1%. rememd(
that the first “ate sald, "The Liverpool gals had let go of the rones
and the “em Orleans gals got hold of 1t%, and the ship was going throw
the water like a race horse.

On the aixth day of April, that belag the Amniversary of the orga
ization of the Mormon Church, it was decided to celebrate the day in
grand style on ship Loard.

Committees were appointed and a Dig program arranged. After marc
and countermarching across the deck, the aesenmbly was eallsd to order )
;ho Fresldent and singing, recltations and speachas were the order of 1

ay.

¥e had some splendid singers on board and aome pretiy falr noaets
and with originsl and selected songs and recitations, the day passed
very »leassntly. While we were in the midst of our celebration, we pas
cloge to smother large shiy homewar! Boind.

Ons of the songs enmgeuzd on that cocasion was a diserintion of
efficers on the ship and as * have sald nothing about them, will give
of the song. I do not remember all of 1t, but will give the parts &
remenber. »

It was set to the tune of ‘ankes “oodle and you may judge when
fourhundred were singing with rll their might w8 at lesst wade some
noise, whethar {4 was very misieal or not.

The exact nusber that started from ldvervosl was fourhundred and
ninetesn and thw aong was as fol ows;

“On board the International, all joyful and lighthearted Bound
Zionward, foorhundred Salnts, from Liverpocl we started. We're Bnglish
Irigh, Scoteh and Welsh, ascenbled here together Regsolved to do the wil
of God, whate'er the »ind or weather.

How Elder Arthur's sounselors, ! wish you all %o know 1%,

Are 3lder Lyons, from Glasscow, the celebrated poat.

4nd Mder #“tohard Yeddington from London's famious ity who hes been
seasiok all the way, which has drawn forth our pity.

The Captaln'e nane is David Brown, he comes from Messachuaetta
{1 do not remember this line)

Of couree he ig 'tarpation cote, but he is honest, rather

And will in time become a Jalnt and serve our Hegvenly Tn&hor.{%{



the firet mate's name is Albert Howe, the secomd 1s Arch Campell
The third mate is John Marston and them comes & sort of seramble;
That is to aay, a motely orew, called sailors snd ship riggere

Amounting to sbout eighteen, Swedes, Germans, Danes and Nigzers.

And last not least, the Carpenter, Carl Westerland, a Swede; 8Sir
The first of all the shin's company to emdrace our Holy Oresd, iy,

After sach verse came the chourus,
Then sing slond, Ye Bainta of 'oé. in one united chorus
014 Babylen, we've left behind®and %ion is before us.

It smet by remembered that all natione of the world were called !
the Mormons, Baltylon and the inhabitsnts were called "Gentiles® and ¢
sverage Mormon hed no more love for a Gentile, than the old *geealite

had in thelr day.
CHAPTRR B.

WE ARRIVE AT NEW ORLBANS.

After the wind changed we made our way va idly to the south and -

the weather getiing much warmer.

women folks went to work making tents snd wagon covers. The
ducking from which they were made, having been brought from and.
or two men 4id the outting and the rest did the sewing. I thisk adoul
twenty five tents and wagon covers were made.

About this time some of the sallors wanted to bs baptized and th
Captain had a large tank brought on deck for the pwrpose. It was lat
nsed for a dath tud, so that any one wishing %o take a Yath in sea wal
ecould do ao.

The Captain wes the first man to be baptized. He was followed Yy
the second mate, then the sallors and the rest of the offiocers, until
the time we reached New Yrleans the Captaln, tho second maté and enti;
erew, with one sxgeption Belonged to the Mormon Church.

The carpenter, second mate and several of the sallors went throw
to Salt Lake with us.

I think the Ysptain had another object, rather than religien in
view, becauss when we reached Hew “rleans he persuaded s young and pr
girl to stay with him. She went one trip with him, but died of the Y
Fever the next time thw ship came to New Urleans.

About the seventeenth of “pril, we sighted land. It was the Ore:
Abasoo, one of the West Indis “elands, at what was galled "The Hole 41
the Wall®. The channel i{s quite narrow at that place s 4 I remember
soon after that we psssed $wo coral reefs, called “The Big snd Little
Isanc's".

It was not long until we cojld see dreaiers s short distance off
@ side of the ship and »ithout any accident adout the twentyfourth
of "pril, we arrived at the mouth of the lilseisslppi river.

~ Ours had been a remarkabdle voyags. OUther ships had baptized a ¢
sallora, dut to convert the entirs crew, with just one exception, was
something that had mever happened before.

When we arrived at the mouth e:t’ﬁthe river, the water instead of
being nearly green, bYecame yellow. “he mallors told us, 1t was the
Missiesipp! river water and was fresh asnd fit to drink which »e found
be true.

Here a tug took hold of us and towsd us over the bar, then took
ancther vessel on the other side of her and we proceeded up the river
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vi%hog; dropplng anchor.

e land on both sides of the river for some distance w.s low an
swampy, but as we nearsd New Orlemns orangs groves began to appear an
wag quite s sight to us to ses ripe and green fruit and blossoms onm &
trees at the same time. -

I think it was on the avening of the twemty fourth of pril, tha
tisd up at the leves in Few Orleans, having made the trip inm sbout nl;

We had no sickmess, except seasickness, had one marriage, twvo or
three birthe, 3o that we arrived with more on board than we had when i
started.

Here the firet part of cur journsy came %o an end and e good many
off us thought that the worse was over, but we were badly wistaken, s
we found before our journey was really ended.

At this polot we found a Mormon from Salt Lake by the name of Jol
Brown. “a was sent by Brigham Young to look after the interss:s of &}
emigrants, to charter steam boats to take us to St. Louls and he was
thoroughly on to his job.

One of the first orders given us, was not to talk about §lavery.
Unele Tom's Cabin had been published the year before we left ngland a2
as was natural, our sympathies were with the megroes, but Hew Yrlesns
that time, was & ‘cor placs to talk it, hence our caution.

Not withetanding the warning, ! remember that a ~an named Miller
from Scotland got into a very heated argusent on the levee, which was
soon stopred by Brown.

Here our crowd was divided, some of the well %o do taking passage
the Alick Joott, at that time the fastest Boat on thelower river.

The bulk of us were assigned to the Liah Tuna which came along
slde the ship and our baggage was skidded from the ship to the boat, &
very aquick way to get it transfered.

At that time there was very little tariff on foreign goods, so th
the examination of our goods, wss not smch mere than s formslity, and
about the twenty eighth we started up the river %o S5t. louls.

As goon as we wers started a watch was set and changed every two
hours. he entire lower deck was chartered, so that we had the right |
way. There was a big crew of deck hands snd {t was to prevent any ste
on thelr part that the watch was set.

On some boats the sntire doat would be chartered and no other pas:
were allowed om bosrd wisthout permission.

On one Yoat sbout a month shead of us, a man named Jacod Gates wa
fresident snd permission was granted to take a,few on board at a way
landing. One of these bezan to misbehave and ates told him to shut w
or he would have him put ashore. The fellow replisd, “fou are not Vap
of this boat® to which “ates replied *No, but I am a digger man_on thiy
boat than the Captain and if you do not belleve i%, just try me and be
save delng put ashore, he concluded that he had found his match -snd had
hetter keep atill. '

In those days L} was an almost unbroken forest om both sides of it
Mississippl river. he towns wers not large and occasionally there
would be a cleared fleld. Abont three hundred miles from Bew Orleans,
boat stopped to umload some rallroad iron for the Moblie Railroad. It
was at & clearing. _hers wns a log shanty near the shore sad on the sl
were nalled some big*unahn. hese were the first anakes thet any of
us had ever seen, bat have nm%d killed many sinee then.

Our bost was a slow on and one of the songs that the roustabouts @

wAs
y “Fire away, my bonnie boys snd :eep the botlers hot,
111 give you fifty dollsrs if you'll pass the Alick Scoty!



Although the lick “sott left New Orlesns just the day before we
#® met her om her Peturn-trip before we reached St. Louls.

¥a mot witk no acoident goimg up the river and on the sixth day ¢
May arrived in . louls.

1 had some friends living in St. Louis and made thern a hurried o
nade a few purchases, expecially powder and shot.

. When I returned to the boat, found that the “Jeannie Deans® sn
upper dississippi river boat was along sids. Our things were soon tra
snd gome tizme the next night we landed at Seckuk Iowa, thus having com
our water Journey without losing one of our mumber of death.

CHAPTER 9.
IN CAMP AT KBOKUR I0vi.

When morning came 1t found most of our baggage in a large ware
house on the leves and we began to look arcund for the camp. it was
located on a dluff about half a mile north of the business part of Xgol

At that time the busimess part of *sokuk was confined to sbout
one strest, which I think ren west from the landing.

Mormon camp consisted of & long street with wagons on each sl
of it. We were shown our csm;, which comsisted of avout twenty wagons
with bows on them, that was all.

A¢ we Wmlonged to the tem pound company, we were told to divide
surselver into groups af ton and sach ten %o take vossession of a wagol

During the voyage * had become asquainted with s man from Hewnort
Fugnall, in Bedfordshire, the county adjoining the ome from which I cas
by the nsme of John Bignell.

Ee waz a man every inch of him and had a wife and 1ittle boy named
Ssmmy. He proposed that we go together asd nisk up snother fasily to
make our ten. : 3

¥e plcked up a femily by the nome of Butler. “here was a man end
wife and olx of seven childrea, bBut ms two of the
Butler children were small and the Bignall boy just a 16ttle fellow,
wé only averaged tem adults.

Hany timee on the trip, we wished that we had plcked some other fa
Butler was a shoemaker and was fit for nothing tise, while his wife
»ns entirely out of her elemen: on the plains. They had two good sized
boys, but ome of them was too laszy to eat, the other one, Jack dld fairy

As soen as we wers supplied with a wagon ocover and thns. Bignell
sald that his wife and child and ¥rs. Butler and their small children
would sleep in the wagonm and the rest of us 1n the tent.

From.that time on, I pitched the ten: with the help of one of the
others. ome bason and flour were served out %o us and we sommensed eam
11fe. »

in the meantime some wagons had Been hauling our goods from the £y
$o the camp and we icked out what belomged to ue and put them in the
tent or wagon.

I remenbar that it was very woddy. We had lots of rain, se that
our first acinsintance with camp 11fe was mot very flattering.

¥e went to the timber, got wosd for a fire. “ggs were cheap in
Keokuk, 30 we Dought sose eggs, fried bacon and egse and mede pancakes
and felt 1ik» we had had a feasnt. ;

Bingnell's and I messed together and the Butler's by themselves,

except when ¥rg. Siguell would take pity on them and help them ous.
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Affer being cramped up on shipboard for so lomg, it felt good to
have plenty of rcom to rum asout and we enjoyed it to the full. Aften
we gethered plenty of wo'd and water, we went fishing and hunting and
thus twe weeks passed.

Some of the camoe moved off and we became anxious to be on the m
at wers told that our cattle had not come.

Hen ware down in Missouri buying them and hed %o go Tarther south, i
they expected, hence our delay.

While we were camped here a lot of ue coneluded that we would wiy
Nauveo, Illineis, from which the Hormons had bBeen driven seven years
bafore.

One morning we started ur the river %o Hontrose, then crossed
the river on a ferry boat and were in ¥amuvoo.

%e visited the rulne of the Temple dullt vy the Hormena, who had
hardly finished 1t befors they wers drivem avay. In fact, quite & nwm
of the dig men had left, but recroased the river %o assiet in the de
dieation. A few nights after 1t was dedicated it was burned.

The Mormons slways claimed that the mod which drove them out dbun
it, but | was afterwsrd told, that it was
burned by orders ffé from Brigham {oung, so that the “entiles could n
learn thelr secrets.

16 HALEEE Bhe Fl1dS 4f B Féhild VAITE Yo Bié dddddds] fhd U

We visited the house that Joseph Smith bulls, as he said by dire
revelation from Yod. We found hia widow living there, but she had
merried again.

ghe told us that Brigham Young had no right to lead the church,
that he was a false prophet. They might just as well have tried to %
_the Misslssippl river up stream as $0 make us believe that. OUur faitl
" was too strong, so after wandering arousd until we were tired we went
back to camp.

A fow days later the cattle came and then the fun began. MNr.
Bignell had been a teamster in ¥ngland, so he and ! went among the oal
and picked out two yoke of oxen whisch we chained together and called
0ur team®. We then picked ot two yoke of cows and drove them out of
corral and began to break them.

1t was easy for him to do, but lots of the men had never drivea i
tean 1n their lives. Jhey did not kmow Gee from Baw and could not nu
on, nor take off a yoke. They ¢could not get thelr oxen near the wago
tongue sud it took lots of patience, as many of the men were greener
than the cattle.

It wonld take two or thrse men to each team, some on one side ani
somé on the other and why they were not more accidents is something ¢
1 eould never understand.

GHAPTSER 10.
THRE BRGINNING OF THE YRAIL. :

After driving the attle around for a few days and getting the me
to their teams, about the first of June we broke camp and started on
our long overland jJourney.

¥We drove out a short dlstance where the grass was good and thers
s meeting was ealled for organigation. "

Jacod Uates was arpointed ‘resident and he chose “ichard Wadding
and & man named Noyer to be the Captaion of ¥ifty, that 1s; each one
would be Captain of half the wagons.

Bach thre: wagons were under a 'aptal n, called the Captain of %
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and it was their business to see that they all got through the mud hol
and al! came into camp each night.

I vited some Tf the joor captalons st the a tart, tut defore the
Journey was ended " had the experisnce myself.

The first £ w days we made short drives, getting the catile used
to the work, as we were very heavily loaded.

It had been promised uvs in _ngland that we covld take s hundred
pounds each across the plaims =1t us, but before we left Lsokuk, the
leaders told us that we mld not take that much. We had to throw awsy
our trunks, boxes and some of owr books snd make bags Sor our chothing
that I 4o not think we averaged aixty pounda each.

By the time we had flour, bacon and other provigions for ten peor
our clothing and bedding packed im the wagons, we were very heavily
lﬂﬂﬂ.‘.o

The year of 1853 was a vesy wet year in lown dnd we soon found 1o
of mud holes. As we got farther weet many of the ereeks had no bridge
and we would have to wallow through the best we could. Seversl traing
wers ahesd of us, ac that the roads were bBadly mat ur.

When we came %o s wud hole, our Captain Uates would he in the les
but he had thres good tesms and usually got through all right. Ihen
some of the next ~nes would get astuck snd se would have to doudle tean
:&d it was slow work. FPerhaps the sama thing would happen several tin

n a day.

Sometimes in crosslag a cresk, the banks would be very stesp on
both aides, them thoss who were not drivinmg would have to put their ah
to the wheel and help push the wagon out of the arssk.

Going down, one man would stand on the bank and lock
the wheel or wheels, depending upon how steep the banik, another man
would atand in the creek and as the front wheels struck Dottom, he wo
unlock the hind wheels without stopving the wagons.

The lock w2g jJust a chain iz two parts fastened to the wagon dox
afid by slirping o ring the wagon was unlocked.

We srogsed the Des Moines River at Farmington on o dridge. After

¢ were about a hundred miles west of “eciik, the roads began to imure
ere w:s very little settlement and the rosd culld follow the ridges.
¥e found plemty of rabdbit and quail to shoot and saw some wild
turkeys, but d1d not get any of them.

As we nearsd Counecil 5luff, owing to the oxen and teamsters gettt
astter scquainted, we made Datler tinme. 7The last of June, the first s
of our overland joursey was ended and we camped just weet of whare the
Chioage and Northwestern Depot in Oounell “luffs now stands.

At that time about all thers was ¢o “ouneil Bluffe was up in the
hollow and it 414 not amo.nt %o much. The town was founded in 1847 vy
the Mormons and was ealled Kanesville.

The settlement around thers was nnwathn Presidency of Ureon Hyd:
but in 1851, Brigham Toung called sll the “aints in Fottowattamese Vo,
to come to “alt Leke and about all the faishful lefs.

Soon after they had gone the Gantiles changed the name of the towm
to Couneil " luffs, beomse for a long time the bluffs, had Been a faves
rendesvous for the differeat Indian $rides to meet ahd hold sounell,
to make treaties, ®r to break them and go on the war path.

Here we found some pesple who hal crossed the ges with us, bub wh
had left Keokuk before we did. They had comeluded to go no farther,
their faith baring failed them.

Some of the ones who crossed lowa with uwe, alese dectded to stop,
among them was Jobn Poggett, who had been my barth mate om the ehip.
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Ha was an old =an and ghite lame, but had been compelled to walk
nearly all the way K which we all did.

He had expscted his niece to meet him in Council Bluffs, but the
gadl eoncluded to stop im 35t. Louis.

fe come to »e and told me that he could go no farther, that he
could not pay me the noney he borrowed from me im Liverpool. There
was & steamboat going %o St. Louis and he could gzo deck passage and
would pay me when he reached 358. louis.

I bade hinm goodby and the old man reached S%. Louis in safeiy,
only to die smoug his relatives. Ho was & good old man snd 1t was ea
to see the painful eoffors he msie trying to keepup with the train.

In those dsys all companies crossiag the plains were ocslled "Tral
either ox trains, horse trains, or wule trains, as the case might be,
po do not underatand $hat they were railroad trains, becmuse at that
time, there wers no railroads weat of the Mississi pl river.

¥hen we went into eamp, we found that the Migsouri river was ver
and as thera w2 & large train ahesd of ne, we settled down to walt a
look around.

The ferry doat c¢rossed the river about vhere the railroad bridge
is now. It was called the “one Trea Ferry, Yecause omely one tree sbe
on the river bank on the Nebraska side.

The territory of Hebraska had not then been organized and all the
land west of the river Belonged to the Indiane.

At that time there was quite a atrip of timber on the sast side ¢
the river md one day I shot a fine deer, that ran out of it.

There was & blg sloagh in the timber, but the river was so high,
that they c¢onld sail from the extre-e sdge of the slough to the other
side of the river.

It was the fourth of July before the train shead of ua got over
and by that time the river was fal ing, so that the ground between the
river and the alough was ont of the water.

This made 1t necessary to keep one boat in the aslough to ferry a¢
it and the other boat in the main river.

There was only one man with each boat, sc that we had $o do ocur
own work towing the boat up the river by hand far ensugh, that we coul
make 3 landing 2t the right place on the other aigde.

Yolunteors were called for to man the oars and towline. I wolunmi
and was aselgned to the doat in the main river. It took us ten days 1
the thirty three wagons and the cattle aoross. It was herd work, the
river was high and ths current stromg and lots of snags on the lowa ef

I have wondered aince, that none of us were drowned. We did not
know the dangers of the river, nor how eusily the tanks caved snd we
dia ngt use the precantion, that we shonld have.

ortunately there were no accidents and on the fifteenth of July,
we had the last wmagon across the river.

Hers we learned what Mosquitoes wore, some of us were bitten so
badly, w» could searcely see. We had not learned that smoke would kee
then away.

o1 should have stated that when we were organized that a Captaion
the uards was eppbinted and all men and doys of fourtesn or over were
snrolled for “ward duty. !

We were divided into two sectlons, ~sction cne composed of all th
able bodied men snd was called the Hight Watch, the old men and boys
constituting the Day Watoh. i



it was the duties of the Day Watch to herd the cattle from the ¢
we camped at night until eight o'clock and from four lu the morning,
until we were hitched up roady to start.

The night watch wae divided imto two divieions, the first gectio
golng on duty at eight o'clock until twelve, and the second division
fro m twelve until four in the moraing.

OHAPTER 11,
O THE FLAING.

Crossing lowa our guard duties had been very 1ight, merely %o ke
the csttle from straying, but as we were now in Indisn territery, strl
rules sad greater vigilance was necessary.

The Gavtain of the Gusrde had a 1ist of the nsmes and the first
elght names called had to stand gusrd, four in sach wstoh until all h
been on guard duty, then it commenced over sné the seme with the Day
herders.

Some trains always corraled their catfle at night, but we never {
Sometimes they would be close to camp, sometimes mite a distance off,
if the feed wae better.

Ag soon as we camped at night, the ostile would be driven to wate
and then turned cut to graze. As s00 as some of them would hagin %o
lie down, we would vuneh them up and station ourselves sround them.

Generally they would lie %11l until two or three o'clock, when
they would get up and go to feeding.

it the night was stormy, or the wolves too thiak, or a herd of
buffalo near, they would get restless and often we would have to oall
help. A herd of duffalo could stempede a herd of cattle soonar than
snything. '

43 a genersl rule it was not much troudle to get out the second
wateh, but you will always find some shirkers in every crowd, we had ¢
but they hai to take thelr tura.

Jur Onpteln Gates would not kravel on Sunday, umless we pamped
saturday night where tha fred was poor, then we would travel Sunday un
we found good feed and atop. -

He sald that cur cattle were ocur salvation, and ag on ship board
we had prayed for Fair ¥iade, so we now prayed that "God would bless o
cattle and make them strong". Mr. Gates never failed to hunt the best
camping grounds, where feed and water was plentiful.

He was & man of good sense and judgemant, always letting tha catt
111 up in the morning bDefore starting and waking the unoon long or sho
according o the feed.

Our trala conslsted of thirty three wagons drawn By two yoke of
oxen to each wagon and we had provably a hundrad cows and young atock
with ns. lart of the time, the bunired cows wers hitched u,, dut as
2 rule they were driven behind.

There vere sbout three hundred yeopls im our train While on the
Iowa side we hsd takoen on more flour and dacon. We also had salt, sug
tea, coffee and other things. At that time, I 4id not drind elther tes
of coffee, unless the water was very bad. ¥e had two cows to each waad
o that w»e had some milk %o use.

Qur bread was baked in cast irom kettles, by putiing some cosls
under the kettle and some on top of the 1lid. When we hsd good wood, it
was not such & hard task, but when the wood was wet or poor, oz when we
had to use wel cow chips, (which we often did) then Daking was & hard
Job.
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The women did the cooking and baking generally. Ia those days,
we had no yeast fosm, bBut they ssaved s placs of dough from one baking
the next. The bread was mixed in the msorning and by night 1% wss rea
to bake. It was not always good, but it had to do.

Our day would begin sdout five in the morning. It was get up,
eat Dreakf s, then gather up everything, roll the beding and raut it !
the wagons. on strike the tent, roll 1t and pile it in the wagon m
fasten the teamt poles to the side of the wagon.

Then came the order “Het up the gattle®. The day herders would
start them toward the corral and we would drive them in. They were
then yoked and hitched to the wagon sad the lead team would start out
and the othar fall in lime.

A gorral was formed by dividing the wagona into two psrts. In
golng into camp, the Usptaln would select the spot and the lead team
would drive to & certain plsce and atop. The next wagon would érive
up so that the end of the tongue was c¢lowe to the nigh bind wheel of |
wagon ahead.

The others would follow, until the seventeenth wagon made half of
the sirels. The elghtesnth wagon would ;mll haw snd come up opposite
pomver one and leave a spuce of twenty or thirty feet betseen than.
The other wagons would then close up the other side, thus making two
half circles, with an ovening at sach emd.

When the order wsas given to get up the cattle the wagon tongues
would be lifted and fastened with a chain %0 the wheel shead, thus nal
s fence, with some one standlag at each end.

The tents were always pitched and the fires wuilt outaide the cii
This was done s0 that in c2ge of am attack by the Indiana, we could g
behind the wagons and the fire light would show us the attacking party

Another kind of & corral was made by closing the front end, by
having the wagons aton close together, lea-ing only one end open. 381
another kind was made by driving the wagons ¢lose together »ith the t¢
on the inside.

Thisg kind was only used when a train was attacked oshen on the moy
¥e were never attacked and always cofraled like the first diseription.

¥hen we stopped at noon the cabtile were not unyoked bdut were un-
hitched and allowed to graze and =ze did mot corral at noon, but stoppe
with the wagone atrung out. OJur noon meal was never much more than a
Iunch.

AS night after we had corraled, the first thing %o do was to get
water and wood and get supper. We would plich the tent and we who
slept in the tents would make cur beds on the ground.

After suprer almost every night it wounld De bake bresd and on a
stormy night, this was anything but & plessant job.

The watch would then be set and some nmeetings held and usua!ly by
nine o'slock the entire camp was in bded. HNHext morning 1t would be the
same thing over and every day passed much as the day before.

Sunday we laid 2311l if the feed wmas good. Tbat was usually wask
day in the camp and if any of the cattle needed shoslng, on any
blacksmithing or wagen greasing to be doae.

¥e usually had two or three meetings on Suanday and the rest of th
day was spent in hanting, fishing or anything we cared to do, but the
main thing, was to let the catile rest.

We started from the place where the city of Umaba now ztands oa
the seventeenth day of July and two daye later eroassed the 3l Horn ri
on a rope forry and camped on the Platte dottom.
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Several days later we orossed ths Louwpy Pork om a rope ferry and |
kept several of us, ascooping sand to keep the passage open for the ho

%e had now left civilization behind us and found the read good,
except where we had to ford a creek. Feed was plentiful and we gould
usually get all the wood we wanted from the Platte river.

Our “aptain had been over the ronte befors, having gons ond %o
8alt Lake and back. We had a gulde ook compiled by Willlam Clayton,
who orossed the plsins with the lonsers in 18k7.

This book gave the distance from voint to point. Nvery creek wa
noted and whenever we saw “l. R. & T.%, we knew 1t was a good place &«
cawp, a8 the leiters steod for River Hoad and Timber.

The distance was messured in 1847 by a roadameter and it »as com
When & atrip of sandy road ocoured, 1t was noted, as also were rocky 1
or dangerous places in the zcuntains.

For the first two hundred ailes, the daye and rosds were much ali
unless we encountered a rain storm, until we Zo% near Wood Hiver.

Here the first one of our party died. Hig name was Horsfall, he
asme from Lopdonm snd was about forty five yeare old. Foor fellaw, he
walked as long as he could, then lay day after day in the hot wagon,
jolting slong with nothing but oreek water to drimk until he died.

%e dug his grave om the bamnk of & smwall craek, which * think they
ealled Rattlesnake Creek. We sewed bim up in a sheet and laid him dov
in his grave. How long be lay there will never be known. The countsy
#as full of wolves snd they would dig into graves.

It is hard %o bury our friends where we can visit thelr graves,
to put them in the ground on the blesk prairie and go on, leaving then
pogsably to be dug up by the wolves, was indeed haprd, but it was the
best that we could do.

After we wore west of the present town of Grasd ‘sland, wood begs
be searce sad finally falled altogethss and for over two hundred miles
we hed to rely entirely on buffalo ehins for fusl.

%o had a visit from = band of Pswnee “ndisns sbout & week after w
left the river and ss we got farther west sscattering bande same to put
M.

I remember that Wr. Bigmell traded a pint of sugar to sn Indisn
for a good buffalo robe. Some of the others traded for wmocassina.

As the wagone were heavily loaded, no one sxoewt small children,
sigk folka snd very delisate women ocounld ride. When we came to a cree
we wonld maii off ony shoss snd stookings and wade aoross, both men sn
women and lster we waded rivers the same way.

After we ware weat of the forks of the /latie river the roais
bogame mors sandy, the grass not so0 tall and in due time, we came in
sight of “himmey Hoek.

This rock ws on the south pide of the Jorth Flatte river snd at
that tize was vigadle for about fifty miles. 1% looked wery much like
the chisnay of a large factory.

Taia rock ie »#til)l atanding snd is Just two nilee south of the »pr
town of Bayard, Hebraska. :

Apather day or two brought uws $0 “cotts Sluff, aiso on the south
side of the river and s few days later.we arrived at Fort Larsmie.
From here, we got our firet glimpse of the wountalne. Larsmie Fegk wa
the first we could ses. _

it 19 on the same ranse as ~ong's Fesk and was smpout a hundred
and {ifty miles northwest of us, when we Tirst smw 1%.

¥s veached Ft. Laramie on the twenty seeond dey of Mugust and we
were sbout half way %o Zion »m our over land trip.
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{ shall have more %o tell abo:t Ft. laramie later, aso that & #il]

defer a dlseriptior of 1t now, but I 1little thought ss * went through
thst one of the =most twrortant avents of my life, would cecur at that

GHAPTER 12.
CROSSING THR CORPINBETAL DIVIDE.

We stopred a day or two at Tt. Laramte and then started on the
last atreteh of aur long Journey. :

it this place ve crossed the "labtie river, the water coming uo
to the Bind nxle. The river was ¢lear, with sandy Vottom and the cum
very swift.

After crossing the river, we followsd the Oregon Trail ss far as
Ft. Bridger.

I beve found that theye are s grest ssny people who are confused
as t0 the routing of these two old tralls, so I winn briefly ovtline
the two d%fftmnt trails.

The "1d Oregen Traill started from Ft. Leavenworth, Kanses and wer
in & northwesterly &irecticn to Ft. Kearney, Nebraska. From there it
followed the ‘latte river %o whars its branches snd Jept along the Sox
Platie to about the present cormer of Colorado. It turned thenr to the
northweat through Ash Hellow te the Horth Flatte river.

1t did not crossz the river, but followed along the aruth side to
¥t. Laramie. From there it went almost west for o hundred » les and
mgain turned morth to the Sweetwater river, past independence Rock,
over the South Pags to Ft. Bridger. From Ft{. Bridger 1t went northwes
to Uregon.

The Old Mormon Trail or ms it was sometimer colled The Oalifornis
Trail, started from the present town of Florence, Nebrasks, then calle
Winter ‘uarters.

It foliowad the ‘latte mnd the FHorth Platte rivers seross the ent
state, keepizg %o the north side of both rivers. ¥From P$. laramle to
Ft. Bridger it followed the Tregon Trail. __

#herons the Oregon Trall contiaved %o the north snd west from ¥y,
Bridger, the Mormon Trail branched to tha south snd west, through Hehe
Canyon to Salt lake, thence om to Califormia.

After leaving . laramie we loft the river and 414 not see 1t
asgaln for pearly a Mundred miles. This was the nlessantest part of ov

The roada were good, water, woofl and feed plentiful. There wus
a good deal of gravel, which made 1% necessary %o shoe a good many of
the cattle.

in gbout & waek, we come %0 the ‘latte agalr snd one Saturday nig
camped near the mouth of Deer Qreek. Thers wae a fine weln of coal uy
the or-ek s short distance and the bPlackexrith and others got seversl
sacks of 1%.

YWe camped there Tor several days, shosing cattle, washing and ele
up generally.

Our omttle, thanike to the ;ood judzement of our Captain, wers as
s whole in good condition.

¥e had several teams that had been stuck 20 often they had becoms
balky and csvsed n lot of trouble.

The Captain of ?ani to whom they belonged became discourszed and
gave up the office and * wnz mppointed to take hig place.

¥or a while I was late into camp slmost every nmight. I fimally
decided the only thing to do, was to keep the other tesme Belomging te
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Ten back snd ~hen these cattle balked double temms and simply pull th
through. 3By dolng this ve conld manage to kees nretty close %o the r

The night before we left the Flatte, I shall never forget. ¥e
had overtaken some dvoves of sheep, whlech wers belng driven through ¢
Californis. Some one {n camp found » stray sheep and had 1% tied $o
wagon.

The wolves were sc thick, that the csm» guard hed to almost sten
over the sheep to keev the wolves away.

During the night a big stors ceme up, thunder, lightening, wind
and rein.

I stood at one of our tent poles snd Butler at the other and by
firnly dracing ourselves, we managed to keep our tent upright. A goo
many of the tents blew down and our tent was soon filled.

After the storm abeted, it looked like & cyeclone had hit us. Th
oaly thing to do, was to set up the tents and pass the night the best
could. “ur blankets were dry, but thoge whose tents blew down were w

After leaving Deer Creek, we crossed over the north side of the |
snd left it sntirely.

From heres ve struck zemu country, through eand, sagebrush snd
alkali to the Sweetwater “iver. This was the hardest part of our Jom
Feed and good water very scarce snd gould only be found in gertain ply
We were compelled to -ake several long drives to find & good place to

Alkalil water was very plentiful and 1% required extra vigilence 1{
keep our catile from getting 1%, as & very little of it wonld kill the
We soon began to see lots of dead csttle, that the trains shesd of us
had lost.

I have said mothing adout buffalo hunting. We cmly had one horse
in the train and although we saw Buffaloes by the thousends, we only
killed twe or three.

About this time, as 714 Jootchman, named Heggis in getting ocut
of a wagon, while in motlion fedl and the wheel went over his lag treak
It.

fis was put back in the wagon. We fortunately had s man with us,
who had been a doetor in Liverpool, who set the frastured limb, but he
was unable $0 walk the rest of the way. ”

Scon after this we came to Imdependence ock, on the Syestwater
River, named we were told dessuse General Fremont had camped thers on
the Fourth of July, sove years befors.

Tou will remember that ~ told you inm the beginming that ! had ses
the picture of this rock im London and I readily recogni,ed 1t when we
oame %o it.

It is & rock nearly half a mile long and from ome hundred and £if
to two bundred feet high. At that time it was coversd with names.
Some painted, some chisseled and some inm pencil. As I remember 1,
nost us wrote our names on the rock in some form.

ome of the boys climbed to the top of it and sald it was shaped
1ike g basin and contained water, but I did 3ot g0 up.

he next day we crossed the Swestwater “iver, which at that place
ran through perpsndioular cliffs about three hundred feet high and was
called “The Devil's Gate®.

I remembar right in the gap by the side of Ji the rond was a 2rave
with a big boulder for a head stone, with a neme ghisseled in the roe:.

roads now becsme very rough and rocky, rewyuiriag careful drivi
aot to break the wagons.

We drove slomg the river for several days, our progress beling
necassarily slow, one day crossing the river three times.
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CHAPTER 2%.
FROBTIER LIFE ;l I12%WA.

We found that only people in overnment employ were sllowed to
remain in the Fort, but we were fortunsté to find a man who had broug
a load from Weeston, Missouri and was golng bPack empiy.

¥e hired him to take us merovss the river. The report had reache
fort that the ice was not safe, as a team had juet broken through; dul
the owner of the team thought he could make it.

fe was anxious to get hame, #0 we put our thinge in his wagon,
whichk was drawn by five mules and started out.

Ja resching the river, we found that the lce was unsafe at the
regular crossing, but the driver thought 1% would be all right farthe:
down stream and attempted to crosa. _

Yhen we were only a few yards on the ice, the lead span of muales
broke through. In order to get them out, the driver had to get into |
river. His clothes were soaked and in = short time, were frozen astif{

After getting the team out of the river, the wagon was backed ofi
and we found better ice a little farther down and with out any other
n»ishas, we resched ¥egton.

After resting there a few days, we atarted by stage for 3t. Jose;p
and arrived there Jamuary first 1857. 2k

5t. Josep h at that time was the head of the regular teambost
navigation, although smaller bBoats wemt up the #iver toc Umsha 2nd
every spring some boats would go north of Omaha.

For a nuwber of years t. Joseph had been an Indisn Trading ost,
operated by a Feenchman, nased _u idesux.

After the territory on the west side of the river was opened for
settlenent, quite o little city had avrung up.

The land on the east side of the river hai been settled for wseveral
years, so_that the obty at that time enjoyed a very good trade. _he n
arep wais . L

Several towns had started on the weat side of the river, the prin
¢ipal ones being Atchison and _onichan.

Farther up the river towabd Omahe quite a numder of emall towns
were started on the Nebraska aide. Hebrasks City and "lattsmouth bein
the largest. Bellevue a town detween the mouth of the latte rivel an
Omaha had been in exigtance before the country was osened fer set:leme

On the lowa side, thare were no towns of any sise guntil you
reached Council ‘:luffu. hers was & small settlement called S¢. Mary®
It was merely a “rading [8st, over which Feter 4. Saruy a French Trade
had charge and for whom arpy County was named.”

He was a Dare-devil; afraid of nothing. “e owned the ferry boat,
which ren betwsen St. Mary's snd Bellewue. He had given orders to the
Captain of the boat to only take a certain number of tesms at a time.
He satld that “even if Feter A. Saryy weanted on and the boat was full,
pot to take him®.

1 remember one dsy, Jjust as the boat was ready to start, he cane
driving & mmle tezam hitched to a buggy down ¢o the landing and underto
to drive on the boat.

They told him he c¢mld not go that time, but he had been drinking
snd as soon as the boat started, he drove his team into the river.

It was hard work to save him and his team and duggy were lost.
Bowever whea I was in lowa in 1874 nothing remsined of St. Mary's. 5
river had ceved in and taken it, with hun'reds of acres of farm lands

dorn the stream.
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The channel of the r'ver was contingally changlng and the Indian
at that time, claimed that the Miss-urli iver was once like the Flatt
Biver 's now; a wide shallow stream. The old river channel beds at ¢
time woned to bear cut the theory. ¢he 014 channels could be foond o
the east side of the river, several miles from where the =aln channel
was at that time.

¥hen the channel chenges from ome side to the osther a sand bar
forms. fter big raln the old channel wo 14 f111 ofith sand and the
bosts wotld have t¢ humt the new channel causiag such delsy.

A1l the boats on the river at that time, were flatbottomed and w
rrovided with spars, that were foriy of fifty feet in length. ghere
spabs were in front Af of the sadbin and were connected with an engine
that w23 used to holst heavy freight out of the holds.

The boats were always loaded to sit a 1ittle lower in the water
the bow, than «ft and in running on a sandbar the froant of the boat w
be aggound, while the after part would de afloat.

he spars were then lowered over the side of the Yoat snd the
snginé would 11ft the bow, by pressing down on the spar, then the mal:
engize would drive the boat forward untll 1t would again strike hottor

The foot of the spar would be moved forward and the same thing &
over snd over, until they were clear of the samdbar. thils was indesd
work.
On the completion of the Hannibal and “t. Joe raflrosd, the comp
mt on & weskly line of two b ate to 'maba and ome to leavenworth, a
town that had started south of ¥t. Leavemworth.

Tuey kept the Umaha line golng until they completed the rsil roai
to “ouneil Bluffs in 1869

After being in St. Joseph for a while, we decided to go up imto
Iowa nesr whers John Pavemport was living, but had to walt for the ope
of Hgvigation in the spring.

I went to work at snything ! could find to de and my wife found
slenty of work bhelping the women who needed help.

- I started cutting wood, across the river near the yresent towmn of
he timber was frezen and not being much of a wood chopper, ! quit and
went cut luto the country %o break hemp.

I soon found plemty of work and could break so well that I was ae¢
able to make 2 dollar and a half to two dollars per day and before the
¢lose of the season was making three dollars per day.

After the close of hemp dreaking, ! worked srousd for about a mon
About the first of June we took pacsage on the Steamboat dmiral snd
landeg at Millville Landing midnight and the next day we Jent out to
John avenport's.

% went to work at anything ! co 14 get to do, mostly sawinmg shing
blocks, out of the big cotton wood trees that grew aloug the river.

It was while living here on the third day of wugust that sur firs
child, a boy was born. -

The nevt spring, ! bought a yoke of oxen and twenty acres of land
I broke out part of it und planted 1t to sod corn, whidh made fifty fi
bushel to the acre.

The next spring, I Bought a yoke of oxen and twenty asres of land
I broke out part of it end planted it to sod corm, which made fifty
five bushel to the acre.

The next woring, * traded my land for a horse and my tesm of oxen
for another horse snd rented a clace just east of “artlett, lowa.

That winter © took the Malaria and was sick all winter and in the
spring, was hardly able to move.
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in April ocur seoond child, a girl wos borm. My wife and the
children were sick all summer. Times wers very hard for us, so in the
spring of 1860, we decided to go east and look for work.

¥e drove our team to St. Joseph and sold them and tock passsge o2
the Steambont Julia for 8%. M‘Q

CHAPTRR 25.
LIFE IN HICHIGAN.

T did not find anything to do im St. Loulg, 80 we wemt %o Detroid
Hichigan. I went to work for sevenly five cents per day and had to %
it in atore pay. =

I soon found & cousin of fff) nine, who had left ngland some ye:
before. He got me a position with the Wichigan Central Railroad at
ninety cents per day in real money.

I will say here, that this cousins name was Horace Fosdick. You
will notice that we did not spell our names the same. Although cur
fathers wers brothers, they could never agres on the spelling of the x

My father slways claimed that their father spelled it with sn “RY
while his father imsisted that it was spelled with out one.

I have often seen the name Fosdick in priant, but never with the
excention of my own family, have I ever seen my name in print in thig
country, but I am the only one of my father's family that ever came t¢
America.

After * had been at the depot for & year, [ ~as made Foreman over
a gang of men. The Michigan Central Nepot at that time, was west of
Third street and fronted om the Petroit river.

The Steamboat Union, met the tralns arriving over the Mighigsn
Bcatu% and ferried them across the river, msking macuem with the
Great "est3rn of Canmads at Windsor for Niagrs Falls. “oming back it
would transfer passangers from Windsor %o the Hichigan Centra.

Ansther bost called the Windsor did the same work from Windsor %o
the ¥ichigan Scuthern and the Detroit and Milwaukee depots in the sast
part of the city.

My work was in the east bound freight office. A good share of th
frelght consisted of flour in barrele. OUne hunired barrels at that
time making s ear load.

In the full of the year, flour shipments from the west ware very
heavy and more mes were tsken on at that tims.

! had charge of eight new men and found plenty of work bresking
them in. Our regular hours were f rom seven in the morning, watil we
would get all the cars that came in duriag the day unloaded.

Sometimes this would take antil after =id night, then back agsin
2t seven in the morning. WYe wers pald for over time after seven o'clo
at night, so that our regular day was twelve hours.

It was a hard 1ife. lLater in the season, whenever there wss &
change to rest, most of the menm would sieep and had to be wakened as
soon as another train of cars wers backed in to be unloaded.

In the summer & great deal of wool was received and later in the
mees pork and deef, and lard in tierces was handled.

As soon as freszging weather set in, whole trainms of dreased hogs
arrived from Uhigsgo.  hese with the wool were all consigned to the
Great Yestern. he Stednboat Union fefried them asross the river, oft
ascisted by the Steamer Traneit, which carried all the livestock arriv
at both devots across the river.
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After the Civil ¥ar had been in operation for some time and the
troops had forced their way inte Tennessee, Alabame and Miseiseippi,
treinloada of cotton began to come through our decot.

Originally this was shipped over the Nobile and Uhio Hallroed to
fedugah, Leatucky. “here is would e dumped dowa to the boat landing
and taikten up the river to Cario.

It vas then taken to Chieage and transfered to the Michigan
Central cars and shipned to Detroit, %o bs turned over to the Upreat
Western.

That raad could not handle so much frelght, so 1% had to be take
ears of in Detroit and 1¢ nade lots of extra work.

It was reported at one time during the winter of 1852, that the
Hichigan TGentral fraight depot had one milliom dollars worth of cotto
and the same amount of flour, 2esides thoussnds of barrels of beef an
pork on hand at ones time.

The livestock arriving from Ohicago and way polnts was unloaded |
the stoek yards, about a =ile west of thedepot. After Leing fed and
allowed to rest, they wore driven into town and loaded on the Transit
and ferried across the river and loaded iute Ureai estern ears for
Niagara "alls.

Fhile navigation was open, most of the flour and _nom-perishable
freight was shivped by lake to Buffalo. he Western ‘ransrortation
had a line of oropellors slying hetween BStrott and “uffsle.

Thees boats would unload thelr west bound freight them drop down
te our flour sheds andlosd with flour and clear fig for Buffalo hetwe
daylight and dark.

Yhen the {ece became dangsrous on lake Superior we would get some
thelr boats to load and they carried about a third mwore than the regw
Buffalo boats.

It had been the rule, lals in the fall $o discharge the sxtra gm
but as the Civil War had largely incrsased freight traffic, the extira
gang was not laid off, but more men taken om. Wages ineressed until
in 1665, the men were gotting a dollsr and half per day.

Abrahsm Lincoln had bean nominated st Chiscage soom after I went |
Detroit. “oon after that the “emocratic Coaventiom nominated Hreckim
and Lane and the Baltimere Uonvention nomimated Douglas.

Slavery was the main issue and there were lots of Breckinridge
flags in Detroit. Idincoln was elected in the fall and the Civil war
began the next spring.

Afterh Captain wilkes siemed the Royal Mall Steamer Trent and foi
took Hason and Seidel prisoners, it coused a tremendsus semsation in
Sngland and aercss the river in “anada.

For a time it looked like war between Eungland and the North was
inevitable. BHritish Hed Voats were dispatched to Windeor snd we oould
see them drilling on the river bamk, betwesen Windsor and Sandwick, in
plain sight of Fort Wayne on the Arerican side.

War was hapily averted, largely through the influence of Frince
Albert, for which we in Detroit were devoutly thankful.

In the syring of 1863, I very foolishly ahilt the railread %o
ageept what seemed to be a better vroposition in Western Iowa, bhut whi
did not prove to be as good as it looked.

Qur sscond littls girl was born while we had been in Hichigan and
the spring of 1863, I took my Camily bBack to Iowa.

fhile we had been in Michigan we had not resiized much of the eff
of the Ciyil War, except for an inmcressed amount of busiress.

After we returned to lowa we saw much more of the effectes of the

We settled nenr the interasciion ¢f the four ststes.
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Kansag, Nebraska, Iowa and Hilgsouri were s nart of the loulsans
purchase. Iowa became a seperate territery ia 1838 snd wos admitted
the nion as & state in 1846,

¥igwouri was mgucg as a aiate in 1821 after a long and Bitter
political controversy in “ongress. The south wanted it %o be 2 slave
state snd the north insisted shat 1t muet Ye & free state.

The dimute was finally settled by a compromise to the effedt th
slavery would be permitted im Hissourl, but exeluded from other paris
of the Loulsasaa Purchase north of latitude 36 30.

In 1836 Missouri was reduced from its territorial size to the pr
state limits. At the outbreask of the Oivil war, the peorle of the st
ware dlvided in sentiment and Doth sides took up srme.

Kansas snd ebraska were maie territories im 18%Y under the Kans
Hebraska Pill. Again the guestion of slavery arcse.

They were Loth ¥ree States bui Lansss espscially was the scene o
meny bltter conflists. The terkitory of Yebracka at that time, compr
& part of Coloredo, Mont Wyoming and the Dakotas.

¥hile there were no regulsr armies in our immediate vicinity, th
whg & great deal of guerilis war fure arcund us.

The lesder of these was Yuantrell, wish his band of Cutlaw Hebel:

A% that time all the boats on the Hissourl river bDetwsemn 5t. Low!
and 3t. Joseph had to protect their ‘1lot houses.

Thia was dons by covering thesides with sheet irom, but they musi
necessarily leave sn opening in the front.

The Steamboat, The Smm Caty, wis in Coveramemt servies and was
returning to St. Joseph with a number of sick and wounded goldiers
belonging to a company of Federals from 5¢ Joseph.

Just below Indevendence, the channel of the rifer scompelled the
Filot to steer straight for the bank. Cuantrell and his band were in
hiding snd opened fire om the bost.

They compelled the "ilot to land snd foreiably t ok all those ste
and wounded soldiers sshore, stood them im & row and shot sll of them.
The boat was then sllownd to roceed uwp the river.

All the bridges over the Ham ibal and the 3t. Jos Rallrsad were
guarded. The Feds snd Hebs, ss they were celled hated each other bitt
and lost no opp riunity $¢ dsmage enck other.

Thet fall * sold vood to the boats on the river until it becanme
frozen and the bosts quit ruaning.

During the winter I agsin had the Halaris and was siok until spri

Life was snything Put plessant there, so in the spring of 1864,

I returned to Detrolt and went back to work st the u“ichigen Central
Depot.

I atayed thers apother year, but my health did not imorove, 8o we

decided to return to Snzland.



QHAPTER 26,
IN MU FATHER'S ROUSE.

¥e loft Datroit the last of February 1865 for Hew York and engag
passage on the Sailship Livorpool for London and left on ths morning
March fifth.

I was sick nearly all the way, “ut ny wife and the three childre
enjoysd the trip.

¥e srrived in London early in “pril sad took the train for Watfo
and ! was once more at home, im =y fath r's house, after an sbsence o
ovar twelve yeure.

Hy parents were living in the same place and their dally life wa
exactly the seme as vhen 1 left.

With the execption that all had grown older, ! sould almost tmagi
ths past twelve yeursz to have bheen a dream.

My brother, five years older than myself had died. The reat 1ilke
myself were 2ll married with families of their own, tut the general
conditions had changed very little during the years [ hed been awny.

A few days after we reached howe, ore moraing Iord sad “sdy Beue:
down %o the Lodge. Father went ount and they told him, ther understood
that I was home and they would like to talk with me.

1 went out and they asked me = gond wany thtnﬁa abeat 1ifs in Ame
and finally sald they heard that I had werried an “mericen girl snd
would like to see her. I found thet a gocd mamy of my old friends wer
carions to see what kind of a girl I had mgreied.

Aperican wives were not as common in ngland at that time, ss the
later have begome. -

I oalled my wife snd introduced her to Lord and Lady Sagsex. She
often laughed sbout it. WNot having “een ralsed in “ngland and not hav
‘been coached, as to what was expected of anv ome in taliting with nobil
she talked with them as shs womid sny one.

After visiting around for $wo or thres weeks * grew tired of beln
idle and largely through the ihfluence of Lord Nesex, ! soon secured
work on the London and Northwastern Aailroad.

1 reported at the Main Office in Huston Square with a letter from
Lord Sgsex and sfter passing & very sevsre exanination, I was ordered
to report at the Bimminghaw Station at onea. :

I arrived in Birninghan on the twenty sixth of Aoril and as * wae
walilag up the street the first thing ! eaw was a big bulletin telling
of the Agsassination of Fresideat “incolmn. A little farther up the s%
I saw an other aceount of 1, but it was not until we got the papers %
next morning that we knew the partieulars.

The sall from the States had srrived that day as the cable hed as!
then been laid. .

I went %o work in the Parcele “epartment, which is much the same 1
our “xpress Uffises. “he pay wis only soventeon shillinzs and six
pence var week for the lowast grada.

I was given work in the Second Grade, but at the lowest wases, bui
my experience with the Michigan Sentral made the work very easy for me.

I had left my family at Father's, until I could zet zettled. :
I went for them, I found then with my sister. Her two children had the
measles and 1t was not loag Ybefors sur three took them.

1 returned with out them, but by the time { had a house rented,
they were able to come and we wers once mors settled.

Hy work called for one week during the day and the next week night
work, changing with the other man, who was getting twenty shillings per
wosk.
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After I had worked that way for gsome time, £ asked the Superinten
for the same pay, that the man I cheanyed with, was getsing. I was tol
that tha company did net raise any omes pay, until they had worked for
yoar.

T told ¥r. Apted, the clerk in charge, that if ] could not have
the same pay, that the other man was getting I wonld not stay in the
grade. ! would go into the lowest grade 1t peld just ss wuch and was
not as hared work.

It was not every one who oould do the secomd grade work, s0 in a
short time Mr. Apted told me that they had broken thelr rules and rails
my pay. %he sume thing happened shen ! was transfered to tho first gr
work, which vaid twenty one shillings per week.

That was hardly emough to live on. Ny years in the states had ww
ne too {ndependent %o cater t¢ every ome & little my superior, as wo
have done bad ! never left “ngland and ms any ome was expected to de.

For sn long, I had been where men were on an eguality, that I did
find the work plessant.

i remember one time in particular when I wasz revorted. I was
busy transfering parcele from one part of the station %o smother amd W
a2 wheel barrow of parcels and had to dross the track with them.

There was & tralp coming and I had to rum to get seress. Just L
front of me was & “entleman, as they were c¢alled. I galled to him to
got out of my way, but ke paid no attsntion to me and in passing him,
I ran sgeinst kim.
 He iwmediately repsrted me and I was called inte the hesd office.
Ihe man in churge asked me sbont 1% and I $0ld hiw just how 1t happedsd
Fe saild thet this Centleman, insisted that I apnlogisze to him. I told
olerk that I would not do 1%, that I gave him warning to get out of my
way ond 1t was eithsr Rit him or get bit by the traia myself.

Late in the fall, it was reported that a man, largely interested
in American ailroeds was hiring men and sending them to Uinolmnati %o
work. During the winter I wrote to him for particulasrs.

His name wee Sir Martin Peto. He replied to my letter by saylng,
that not knowing me persosally, he could not promise me any particular
position, tut that he »would give me & letter %o the Superintendent of t
road and * eould no deubt get somethinmg when I resched Cinsinnati.

¥e decided that we had had enough of Sngland and that +e would
return to the Unmited Jtates. ¥

I went down home and borrowsd some woney {rom “ather and dade
them all goodbye snd late in ¥ebruary, we took passage on the Steamship
Alabama for Wew Orleans.
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CRAPTER 27.
STORM AT SHA.

This wie the third time 1 had crossed the Atlantic, but was my
first trip in » Steamshin. We soon found a big diffarense hetween
riding in a wooden selling ship and an iron steamer.

The former rides the waves and while 1t does s lot of pitaohing,
there is very little rolling, The steamer cuts right through the waw
drenches the deck with water. While there is wery little pitching, i
rolls a great deal.

¥e left idverpool im the aftermcon, with the Stomm Signals fluln
There were two other vemssls clesred for “ew lorvk, so w0 did not stop

The next sormiug, i took my little Doy and went om deck. sp!
from the Dow of the steamer was worse than rain, s we woon went belo

After we were through the English "hammel and out into the open
sea, we {ound the storm im full alast and id continued for thres days.

The firat day, noune of us were aliowsd outside our rooms, but dw
t?a aight & buge wave swsshed cur sky light, letbing in greet tuantit
of water.

¢ ahip was rolling from side to side and the water splashing
aserose the flsor. 5u@ boxes that were not nell festensd broke loose
and bagas to hatter down some of the buaks.

The Stowart in charge sent for help. zm Chief Stewart came snd
sesing the dsnger sent for the Cantain. ‘

The Cagtaln sent word Yoek that he ¢ould not spare s man, Iatd th
he would cheunge the course of the ship loug encugh to get the passeng
sbout Tifty, ianto the Hain Cabhin.

As soon as the rolling eassd up a little, a scramdle took place,
te the first ones to get out.

I had bt my wife and children into my bumk oher the water broke
through. ¥e deslded to walt until the rash was over. Ve hed little
hones of escmping, Wut were afraid if we irled to get up in the rush,
we might gzet seperated.

¥e were almoat certain the ship would go down snd we decided o
stay together until the laet.

After the rush was over, we atm‘teg up the ladder, to the main
deck. Bven then the outlook was bad. "o had %0 go wmite 2 distance t
rasch the anarter deck and it was vitch dark.

#y wife had the baby in her left arm, the ogher 1ittle zirl, we
kad between us and I had the 1t$tle boy by the hend.

We had started for the Urperdeck. “here was a pen on deck, which
had contained some sheep, tat the s torm had broken ome side of it loos
and srung it across the gangwsy. We coon came to a halt. L fould
that the litile voy wus inside this shesp pen and we had to back up to
get him ount.

All this time the water was roaring in the scutters close %o us.
¥.en we veached the steps lesding $o
the Upper Meck, some one opened & door leading from the main eabin to
deck. %e were close emough to dert in thers, before the door was clos
and we were safe for & while.

We were wel and indeed a sorry lockiag bunch to take possesalon o
the “irst Cabin. I had menagsd $0 carry with me & large woolen shawl
which we had, so we sll lald down on the floer until zorming.

The next day the eavin light was l1fted by the storm snd the
sater voured in on us again. ay lgmedistely nalled a largs rieees of
tarps:lin over ths broken skylight and we men went to work dipping wo
the water and carrying 1t out and soon had the floor fa'rly dry.
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Te had a mumber of Irish wigrents on board. TFhay yere all so
frightenad, that 1t was hard 8 do snything with them. hers vag a W
bunch of them huddled together in nsne corner, sorfaming ind vrayisg.

Then the skylisght broke znd let the water in on us, I remembsr o
big Irishman began to cry and reached oud his hand to the fel!low besid
hix and sald *Gocd bye Jemie, I thought last night we ware gone, but
we are gone this time sure®. This get the other to scresming louder.

Then we Wegsn to ball oul the water, we trisd to get them to hal;
but yeou econld rot get one of them to move. Ny wife went o thew and
told them, "1f they eculd not get up and help, for goodness sake to
etop sereaning®, but all efforts to quied tham waz uselmss.

The storm larted two days longer and finally subsided. Ya ware
afraild svery thing in car trunks and boxes would de ruined. 1t was ®
days vefore we could get down to them, but Tourd them dry and not ham
by the stornm.

‘The ahip d4id not sacounter amy more bad storms, but we had storm
weather nearly all the way.

Avont twoe weeks after the big storms abated we were murprised one
morning to miss the throb of the engine. ¥e ware told that the boilw
had sorung a lsak snd that steam hadi hasn let dowa, so 1t sould Ve
patahed.

One of the shin's loose hands, who wore always playiag nranks am
trying to gsaars some ome, told a gresnm Irish boy, who had & sister oa
board, that the ghin was sinkiag.

e told hiz that the water had put out the fires that the Captal:
was going to desert the ghin and that the women snd children would be
rat off ia the firat boat.

He told $his Boy to ask if he coauld not &2 with his elater in th
first boat. oom after thaj the Firat liate a thorough seaman gomsenct
his walk around the deck. This sallor told the Yoy that this First W
was the man to ask. » -

Ye nsticed that the boy was following the iate arcund and whem hi
started t5 go vop on the (uarterdeck, ths boy walked up to hinm and sald
“ind Flaese Sir! end ean I g5 off in the first dosy??

The First date was o very sters wan snd not knowing why the boy
asked the cuestion, reslisd "I don't care & d-~z what boat you go in®.

The sailor told tha Doy, that meaant he could go. Hs went dewnat
screaning and erying snd told htz sister that the ship was sinking ami
vendemonivom Lroke loose agsln. *he 3tewart hearing the com:uotion, asl
the cavse of it snd was told that the shir sas sinking.

Be told ther it was mnot sy, that there was no dsager at all, but
bis word hed ne effect on the Emigrasts. He then sent for the Captai:
but he covld net guiet them, »o the Chief ngineer came and told them,
they were working on the boller and would Boon have 1t fixzed and stems
and the sngines started.

He told them §f they did not believe him, for some of them te go
down with him and see if he had not told them the truth. ney were £
convineed and 1t wis mot very long until we hemrd the throd of the eng
and £l]l »ss quiet once more om board.

In nearing the Pahawa Bank, we vent through the Hole in the ¥all
snd passed between the coast of Florids and Cubs ded in dus time arwiy
gafely ot Few “rleans.

It had been thirtesn yesrs since I hed firet landed at Hew Orlems
{n 1853, but such = chenge. %hen I landed there the first time, tha
leveo was crovwdéd with out going ships and steamdosts, “Wut now it was
deserted.
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The affects of the Civil Ysr on How Urleans wos plain to be seen.
Thare was only one boat at the Levee, the Indiams. It was %o leave th
afterncon for Cineinnatl and we Yook passage on 1t., A% Doulsville,
however wa ware transfered to the Venmerul Lytle.

#hen e sarrived in Cincinmati, I lost mo time in presenting my
letter from “ir ¥artia Ieto o the “wperintendent of the road.

ie recelved me very kindly and told »e, had I come eight months
or a year sooner, he could have given me a good place, but the Ciwil
¥ar was now ended and they were over run with men wanting nobs.

I told him that | had worked for she Michigan Central im Jetrois.
He told me if 1 wanted to go there, he would give us a pass to Toledo,
Put could not give un ome deyond thers. L

I told him thaet I would spcreciate the psse %0 oledo and It vas
not far {rom shere %o Meiroib. *

¥e landed in Detrgit in the eveaing and lef§ our bacgsge st the
depot unt'l morning. hat night the depot snd the Stesmsbly Windsor
wore burned. * mumber‘of lives were lost and we lost all our haggage
had nothing except the cloths we were wearing.

CEACTER 28.
I BACUME NATURALIZED.

The nest morning I anslied azala at the Michigen Central Depot fo
work and was piven my old jobv once more and started to work.

Puring the year I had besn in Fngland, the freight house had bura
and & mumber of the men loat their lives. Among them, being the man
who had taken my rlacae. 11 that wee ever found of him, was a bunch
of keys, known to have besn in his sosression.

T staved at the denot from 4pril of 1866 until dovember 1867.
Hyery thing was very high in Detrolt at that time and wages haf not
ingranged tu nronortion $o ths eost of iliving.

Flanr was twolve dollars ner Barvel, culies and mmelin thirty So
forty cents per yard and every thing elas in proportion, while about
the most any of the nen were recelving was a dollar and a half per day
¥e so'n fomd that e could not live as we hed when I was there hefore

1 was offersd a wogition in Westera Ifows, #n glerk in & store oz
twenty five dellars mer menth, with house and firewcod furni shed, and
ag evary thing was much chemper, we dacided to zo back there.

Looking baskeard new, [ think there iz the time I made a Dlg miet
At thet tige Frank “now and Fred Delano were clerks in the offices ab
Datrott. — oth sfterward beosme Sresidents of Sallroads. While i migh
never have becswe s Bresident, at that time, ! was considered a first
clase man in the froight decartment.

¥e hed snother boy born while living in Detrott and now had a
Lamily of four children. _

%e returned to Tows by the way of Chicage. “rom thers to Gouneil
Biuffs, over the Phicsgo and Worthwestern, which had just been built.

I worked in the etore thet winter, but not liking ths confinement
1 moved down op the Migavurl bottom snd sold wood to the steamboats ox
the river.

I took z eantract to ¢lesr off twenly aares of timber, guaranteei
the owner one hundred dollars ver acre.

I had = waw will come =nd we sawed ths logs into luwber and the
reat wasz cut inte four faot cord wood.

I was surprised to see a0 many boate running, but with the duildl
of the U ion Pacific rallrosd, Ouahs and Council Bluffe hed grown to 1t
quite laPge cities.
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There was = regular lime of hoats called “The 7. Line" hetween
5¢. Louwis snd 0gha, besides the 5t. Joe line and other boats going v
the river.

Thage Ddoats were nsarly all stern vhealers amd durned lots of wa
It was seldow that a beat would take leas than fifteen and more often
twenty cords of wood at » time.

I Bought most of my woﬁﬁ at a dollar and half? ver sord and sold
for threa fifty and four dollars per cord, so that I made good money
that.

9ne of the boats vhtch I wooded whenever 1t nassed my landing wa
the 014 Sam Gaty, the boat which Quantrell hrd foreed to land four
years before.

T econtioned in thia work as long a3 the rivar was not frogen,
until the close of navigat on in 1870.

After the Burlington had duilt their road through and the 3t. Jo
and Grand Telsnd in comnection with the Hsanibal and St. Joe rasds, 1
was found thet they could pmske =20 wuch
better time, that the Loats could net compele with then and were fore
to quit.

Aftar that there woa no woney to Ve nmade handling wood so T move
across the river into lsbraska territory and rented = farm. I plante
s crop of corm avd had fine srosvects, but & severe hall torm struck
and very little of the crop was left.

Rarly im April of 1870, I ruca&.ven wy Labturalization gagem and
becawe 3 full cltizen of the United tﬂtes, at the District “ourt in
Glenwood, lows.

Ag 1 had alweys been a firm bVeliover in a teriff for revemae onl
I naturally cast my lot with the Democratiec party. 1 took sn oath of
allegliance to the United States and swore to obey the laws of this go

[ have always tried to be loyal %o my party, never dub cnce did
I desert the sicket, that was in 1896, when they made Free Silver the

1 have nevar bean so sarrow however, that I could not see good i
the other side, nor to recognise that ny neighbor did not have just =
go°d n right to his views as 1 had to nine.

On state and county tickets, [ have always placed the man shead
the sarty. gome of the best friends I have ever had, have been membe
the Hevublicsn pairty.

I heve slwaye tried to be & loyal “merican cliizem and have alwa
Yeen a firm believer in Law enforcement.

It made po difference t» ms whether the lay asuited wo or not, or
whether it wes considered povular, ! held tha' sc long ae it was the |
of our lemd, it was my duby $o both obey and uphold that law.

In my younger day, I always took quite am active part im politic
dut after the election was over, L1f my man was defested, I felt that !
owed allegiance to the viector and that he was my President, even if T
not help to elsct him.

In the fall of 1372, I was elected Assesasor of Lyons Townshiy, W
County, JYowa. 1 finished my asseaslng during the spring following.

It was while liviag thera, that we exnerienced the nanie of 1873
times were very hard in Yestern lowa.

The next few years . frrmed around Glenwood, Iows but much of th
time crops were noor. In 1875 we had fine yrosrects for ecorm. It wa
about a foot high in June, when am imwense clond of grasshoprsrs set!]
down on the bottom land and in a very short time, had enten every thiz
in sight.

It vas a very wet year in Iowa and after the hoppers left, the e«
grew up again and made abeut half a crop.



I hed a fine patch of -otaloas and the only way I eould szave thew
was to covar them with the oultir-ator snd after the hoopers left, I
he rowed the dirt off.

Thraoe more boys hed Doem born to ve, during the ten years -e had
besn in Towa.

Late ia the £211 of 1376 I mowed %o Oraig, ¥lsasuri &0 take sharg
of & Grist 111, I bought corn end wheat and ship ed flomr.

Business was good and [ 314 well thexe, Yut the swner of the mil}
theruph an ynlucky sneenlation, loast hearily and had $5 eell the »il11.

The now owner wanted o run 14 hiwaelf, g0 T had te zive 1t wo.

Tt was hera in &rril of 1872, that >ur roungest ghild a zirl was
Bara.

CHAPTER 29,
TESTHARD RGAIN.

My heslth Yad naver hagn very gond on the M{isnouri Bodtom, so we
declded to go farther wast.

In July 1278, =ith ay family, T moved to Re ublie County, Xansaa.
My Camily now consisted of myself, wife und eight children. iin boys
thres girle, ranging in age from twenty one dawn to 3 baby of thrae
montha.

The St. Jos and @rand Taland had Wuilt the!r road thraough to Gran
Teland, Neyrasia. ¥e went as far as Falrbury, Nedbraaia oy mﬂ i

From ?nirhnry we drove about forty ailes south west to the S ]
sottloment, as 1% wus oalled.

Hare I hought eighty mores of land, with a emall house sud bBara
on the 2lacs.

e ware once more, as you might eall 1%, On $he Frontier.

The comntry had been settled for eight or ten yesrs, but we had mo alo
towne and sur nearest railroal was at Belvidere, WVebrasks shout twenty
five alles north.

Ye hxuled what graln we hal to sell to Balvidere, often selling
our oorn for elght and ten conta, after heuling it twenty five miles.
Parmers in this Western country do not think twenty five miles much of
a drive now, with the trucka they have, tut with & team snd wagon 1%
a8 & long hanl.

Ue had loved in a good many localitles, 't never did we fing
hetter nelghbors than we had there. Among ihe eurly settlers at ose
Crmole, were the Carpsnter ﬁrnthern, Sogester Brothers, John Nosshars,
Charisy Northrup, Dutiom, Bugbes, Uooper and othars.

9f all the old settlers, I Shink the only cues living now are,
Zaeck Carpenter, who otill lives on the old heme vlece, Mra. Libbie
Tegester who llves nt Chester snd myaelf.

Fartaer west of ue about six milu was another sottlement, caliod
Oraineville. Desaond Craine was the “stmaster, it being on a Star Wl
Boute and it vas bere that »e got our msil.

Others living there wers Thomes Bemson, Childe, Glemm #lkie, and
larking. hese ware all either Seoboch or ngliah.

Exat 8% ue sbout six or eight miles, ¥as another settlement nesr
a8 inland town called ida.

It was while living on this place that we saw our first and only
prairis fire and [ shall never forget it.

iy Tarm waa logsted atout half a mile soutn of o880 rnk. a amall
atresm ranning almnat dus east and having a good goo¥e of timber oa the
baniy.
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Betusen ®oge Creek and the Nebrasks-fansas line ware aomes falrly
vell improvel farws, owsned by $wo brotheras Ly the nawe of lurk, with
sons and famllies, bubt wmost of them hed good fhre breaks around their

North of them across theline in Nebraska for a d4istance of slmost
ten miles, the couatry was very epareely settled snd wss coversd with
heary growth of grass.

Early in November of 1878, we notieed tine reflection of fire on
the elouda to the northwest. s2e wind was blowing from the south, a0
we wors net such alarme.

On 3unday ovening, ‘he wind changed to the northwest mad we
say that the fire was soming our way.

We «new that the timber smd eresk om the north sould be a firs
break for us st that colnt. Section seventesn to the north and em ¢ o
ue, was covered with hesvy grass. ¥e hmoew that if the fire crossed th
state line, i% would rensh saction seventeen wnd we were afraid 1% mig
Jump the creelt at that noink.

My oldest son nnd a young man who wos at ~ur house vielting, snd 1
waa farming near section soveni en, suddled their horses, intendiag to
Raat the firve %o his vince.

Although the firs had not orowsed the stste line shem they startsd
1t beat them to sectiom seventesu. Thev had rum thelr horses o mile
aid half, while the five had traveled almoet four miles.

Any one who hae never seen a prairie fire can not imsgine what it
like, In this cnue the wind wes Vlowing ebout forty miles per hour ani
the fire travoled s fast ma the wind. ‘_ha fismes soemed to falrly rod
over the prairie.

e Yoys kept on and resched the home of n man named Doolay, whe
lived aouth of section seventecn. ih@y wore all agleep and wnaware
of their danger.

The woys swnkened them end helped them to save thelr property, and
then rode on aast.

About & mile east of _ocley's place, the ereek male » shars turn %
tha north. the grase thorz was amall sod the timber held the fire Daesk
gnd 1% soon burned i%self out.

Eo lives wore lost, bat Uncle Hed Clark, whe lived mear the atate
line w#es severely burned.

On February eighth 1820 our 1ittle Yoy Charley aged eight yenrs,
died with diptherioa dnd the rest of the children were siok. It was
@uring this time, that we reslized the goodness of our neighbers.

‘he summer of 1881 was very dry, w»ith het winds, whieh burned wp
the sorn.

That f211 1 sold the farm and moved o Chester. she Burlington ha
bulls their road west ivam “%. Joe and the village of “hester hal Been
started.

Uur Shree oldest chlldren had warried and with the death of Charle
thore were now only four shildren st hime.

%e stayed in “haster that wimter and the next sprimg moved om s Ta
southenst of Chester and ralsed a good crop. The next year we had
prospects of a fias arep of corn, but on the aftermoon of July teath, a
sevare hailstors swect over us and not 3 viatege of the crop remained.

Our chictens had nearly all Yeen killed by the hoil stones amd we
wore discounraged.

That winter [ moved to Thester, hought three peres ia the awuth
part of town and built & small nouse ox 1% and Shere I lived for thirty

sight years.
62.



I was wlocted Justice of the euce in 1584 ani cerved sne vear.

Grover Vlevelsnd was elscted iresident inm Uovewber 188H =nd im
Sertenber 1585, 1 was sorointed Fest Hgster and served wuptll Jananry
1£90.

In the fall of 1891, 1 was nominsted for Clerk of the Yistries
Oourt of thayer Uounty om the Jemogrstic tichet.

¥y vife was sick, so I did not nske sny camvese sud wes beaten B
James Uinanore, the " spublican nominee,who wne up for re-election.

My wife died on the third day of pril 1892 sfter an {1iness of
almost two years. VYe had beem marriedrover thirty five yesrs snd hed
raised o fomily of eight children, with one dying iz §nfancy.

%o had_exverienced 211 the hordshine that could befall the aarly
settlers. hrough 1t a¥)l she never complained snd wig alvays “A1ling
nake the béat of vhat arer we had.

She was alvays a troe wife and help mate, a Ioving mother sad &
kind nefghber. ¢he wenther was mover toc cold, or the resds too Bad |
her to go miles $o helr z neighbor in tive of peed.

ifter the death of my »ife, the three boys stsrted out for thems
and * was left slone with wy yonngest deughter.

The Domoerats hed agnin b en victorious and I +as arvointed Poet
Master for the sscond time, taking wmy office on the first of Janaary !

My deughter was ny cseistence ond houvsekee or and ir this ey,
the next thres yesrs wers spent.

ORAP¥ER 30,
GROWING 0ID.

n February twenty second 1997, I waa married the socond time to
Tisa Elizs Fnwe of Denbon, ¥ebragks.

¥y term as Post Master exiired Jamvery first 1298 and I retived o
good deal frow Tublie lifa.

I had my 11k61e home in the eouth -art of town, eonel sting of tha
aerep anl thers I gpent most of my time.

T gervsd four terms as “resinet %ssessor, wrote Insuranee and waa
Glerk and Bexton of the Ohester Cermetary ®sscetation mn! with these &
I managed to Yesr falrly Yusy.

As the years passed sud * grew older, ! suffered n gresf dsa) fro
Rhenmotion. From 1716 T wne confined pratty elosely to my hous emd inm
s way logt track of affuirs tn the town iz which ! liyea.

T hed mlwaye besn very fond of reading and mueh of my time was @p
in that TRV .

Wy wife died on the eleventh of Harsh 1‘}52, asfter 2 long 1liness.

My woungmst damghter, who was living iu “idosy, Yebrsska invited |
to make wy home with her and [ acespted the invitation.

! bad lived tn Cheater 3nd oz the saws-lnge for sver thirty elght
yeare asnd had alesys summnged that & would dte thera, but 1% was not %

A% the tiwe I loft there, I was the oldest person im tews, belng
olghty six years and six momtha o1d and was ome of the oldasgt sattlers

Jomes "ilgon being the sldest rosident of Zhe town, hiving hoesn §
sinse 1880. Ysorge Ftratn and Brs. Balle Brown moved there sbout the
same time * did, 'mt had notloved their contimuslly.

T8 lafy “hester in a hge dewnoour of raia, which turned to snow
as we resched Dxford, csusing ue $o mlss our Yraln st Srash, Golorsde
and we did not arrive in Sidnay until two o'pioek an ghe morning of
¥argh tventieth.
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I vag made 1o foel pecfectly st home in my daughter's home snd &

graw to 1ike Sldney very much.

iy 01d friends thought I would never bs s2ble %o content myself a
nlace else, alter 1lvine in Chewitor so nmany years sad weing so old.

uch hes besn xeitten and told ab-ut the “ioneer Ygys of, Stdugry.
In the ysar of 1%68 it vss mede a military post and “nowm as ove ida
The fort wss dizoontinued ia 1270, "

A% the time gold was dlscovered in the ®lack Hillg prospsctors €3
the est came to sidaney over the Union Vacific snd freighted overland
the hille sbout twoo hondred miles north.

These rospectors with the cowf boys all ready in the coumtry and
the desperadors wshe almoys follow these trails geve to the tewn the mi
“Tha Toughest town in the United States®.

They tell um of & time when the Unlon ‘acifle rsfused to stop the
trains in te\m. unkil they eleaned up.

Ian J 1y 1922 all the bodies buried in the ol- cemetery wers dis-
{nterred Pnd shipoed te Fort Yelherson Wetlomal Ssmetery nesr Maxwell,
Helraska.

At that time Bodies were found vhichk bad been Duried with thelr
boots snd hete cun, Just as they fell. Others were found with rope
around the veek, »11 telling & silent story of the wenver in which the
net death, end Venring owi the ctories of the {oneers that meny in tb
daye vere buried with the boote on, others burled bvetweer suneet and
sunrice ond all theat was cver known, was there wse o new grave iz the
old cemetery.

But thia ig all sneient hiptory now and out of the ruine of sld

Fopt idney hes arigen one of the beet towns ou sarth and one of whieh
all mgy e prouvd to cell Home.

Tt 1e located in the lofge icie walley, »ith hills to the north
snd South, the valley sxtending to the esat nnd west. It ix on the
Haln T4me of the U ion Pacific, of which it hes for many yesrs been a
fretzht divigion uolnt.

It is also on the Burlington Branck betwsen Denver aud Billings,
Hontana, ané on the Linceln Highway.

Dur 11t4le city is now an jéesl plecs in which $o live.
days of lawlesawess are gone. ine school bulldinga, «e:huwhn’md how
have takan thelr place. Our pefiple as & whole, srs energetic and law
abiding.

On the tsdle lands to the north and scuth are the wonderful wheat
faras, which have mads Cheyenne County famous.

Ju't now timew are a little hard csussd by the law wrige of farm
spoduct , partioularly of whest.

I gannot hely tut eompare condit ons here now, where sll have the
negessarios of 11fe srd mnny of the lweuries of 1ife, with the hard
timez, I haewe known In the pust.

Tha aopls of today eennot reslize the traile and hardehips of th
aarly Pionsern, nor how ruch they owe %o those who blaved ths trall
asrose thie westarn oouniry.

he old
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CHAFTER 31
AFTER ALMOST SEVENTY YBARS.

¥y beslth improved rapidly uafter reacking Sidney. wWith £ood cas
and the invigorating elismte, it was not long vntil I could ride for
wiles in the sutowmobile, without getting dired,

fher I first errived, my deughter ané hey husband told me, thot
Just us soon se 1 eould stenc the trip, they would take me to see the
of 01d Fort Larsmie, shont a hundred =pd fifty viles northweszt of us,

At the tive, 1 814 mot think T should ever be sble to make the 1
but abovk the first of July we begen to plan for &t.

Jn the merzing of July sizth, we left Gldwey sdcat eight o'clock

morning.,
i thﬁhis timg we iraveled im a lodge Roalster ot the rete of thrity
Tive to forty miles per hHour. This wes daite differemt from walking
driving two yoke of oxen hitched %o & covered WALOR.

On thig trip we traveled as far in half and hour, as we would dr
in a day in the olden times,

de drove north throush the towns of Hanteman, Gurley sna Dalten,
Lo Bridgsport about rorty wiles north. 4 few milss north of Dalton w
emme in sight of the f%atts ?alley.ﬁ' et i e

¥a 3id cross the river a Bridgepor ut ks 8 he O1d
Jre ﬁéatréil?ggn thggsﬁuth_éida n} th-dgiger.’ ﬂogn ﬂ?tar ,gﬁvfng
Frid-eport, we cave in sight of chimney Rock. :

Tﬁis was the first thing that locked st 8!l matural. You will r
member that this rock was one of our eld londmarkg. [t is nozsible
thet the storme and winds of almost SOVenty years Bave worn some of i
awdy, a8 it wxx did not Ionk suite 2 te11 as I rememberad it, but otl
wige it was just the ssme.
fard’ét;%xyarl v crwssed the Flatte on a fine brides, but which we he

1eS FEATS ago.
T counid hardlg : Eag;%ﬁlf believe that I was treveling over tha
pame sroand, over which I had traveled inm my youth, At thst time ag
far ss the eye could reach wag one gandy Darvan prairis, but now a
fine irrigated country, wi h beutiful fields, trees aad Bowes,

%8 phssed the %o ns of ¥inatare and ?elﬁeta and socme came within
sight of Scotts Bluff, another old landmari and which looksd natural,

Contimming west, we psssed tae towms of Mitchell, Morrell =nd Hen
Hare we crossad into Wyoming sad spent the night at Porrington,

Fext morning we started for our Gestimation. Going thro the
town of lingle, 4vam§ng we came to the first momument on the Uld Morm
Treil, tae others we had sesh had been on the oregon Prail,

I had been watehing for the Loramie Fesk sinee leaving Seotts Blu
but the day was cloudy, 20 that we could only sae a din ontline of it.,

U> to this point, with the @xceptica of the two ol landmnrks,
nothing had looked st all familiar to me. Soon afier leavimg the town
of Jdngle, ! reengnised a break in the hills Yo the southwest and told
my sop=in-law, that I kmew that place,

1%t was iBe break in the hills where the iar:mie river flowed down
through the hille to the Flatte river aud the old Fort was nesr that
';-’1‘-1-00.

e 500 n came to the present town of Fort Laramie, which 1s adout
two miles from the o0ld Forg, At this place we left the highway and
crossed o bridge to get down te the old place.

_ Thic bridge 15 gome g@lstence below our old fording place =nd a
different roesd lezds from the blrdge, past the old cemetary to ths fort
Bowever, T regcognizad the sld place at first &lance and soon
found myeelf staméing and givine on the zame landseape which I hed not
seen for pearly seventy yesr: and shere ope of the most laportant event
of my 1¢ife tremepired.

I cannot finé words te axpress nmy Teelings and s9 in 4 panorama,

I though$ of the intervening ve-rs sndthe changes they hag brought to m

Fhen § first gaw the place, T was only a Yoy of eighteen full of
hope and faith and with 1ife all baad of me, while the Fort vas a besut]

ful and well kent nlace and alive with activity.
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Now * was ar nld, old man, with life behing me and the old fort
deserted and in ruins. ihe change in the fort ! suppose was not grea
than the change in myself. The old ort i3 now orivate vproverty and ¢
sign "No admittance" posted on the gite. My son-inlaw had been ther
venrg before and knew Mr. John Hunton, who liveéd there 3o we went to
him. I found that Mr. Hunton came there Just after the close 5f the
Civil "ar, or ten years after 4 left. *e told me tha* he workdd for ¢
man nemed Ward, whom I had ¥nown as an Indian *rader =nd who later
bought the 01d “utler's Store. YVery few of the old building remain a
they are a mass of nuing, but it just havpened that the ones left wer:
the ones in which I was most interested.

The old Hoby Store building is still standing, tut the outside
kitechen door in the northend has been closed. she doors and windows i
the rest of the building are the ame, so that the general anpearance ¢
the building is not much changed. On the inside of the building, the
partitions and openings are the same. the_same old counters with thei
iron railings, ovec which Mr Tutt and “r. ougherty sold their goods :
in the same places. An addition to the stdre had been built, blocking
the tack donor to thekitchen. #Mr. Hunton kindly took us through the
other buildings into the kitchen and * sav the room which had been my
home for four months turned into a stable.

I nointed to the »nlace where my cot had stood and dr. Hianton saic
he had slept in the same pla~e, the first two years he was there.

I might add, that the picture of the old building can be seen in the
¥yoming State Capital at “heyenne. it is said to be the oldest buildi
standing in yoming today and 4 think without any doubt one of the old
buildings west of the Migsouri river.

The two story frame bw11d1ng a little to the south is the one
which w 8 occupied in 1856 by “olonel Huffman, “aptains Ktchum and *
and Dr. Page, but it was very badly delapidated.

Dr. Fage had occupied the upstairs apartment in the north end and
it was here my wife had workdd the month we stayed at the fort after n
were married. I saw the window of the room we had occupied, but the
stairs were too badly worn for me to attempt to climb them.

This building, was told, in later years was known as bpdlam.
Ganeral Lharley King’ haslwrltt9n a novel entitled Bedlam or a “tory
the Souis “ar of 1876". ne scenes of which arg 1afd in this building
All $hs other buildings aro'nd the parade grounds are gone, Jjust a few
foundations, imvossible to distinguish them.

There was one small building some distance out and this was the p
where my firend am OV1ngton had 1 ved and where he topk my wife the
night she stole 8ut of the Mormon am and came to the ort.

The o0}d corral where I went to milk is now a grove®of tall trees,
whizh Mr. Hunton told me, he set out over fifty years ago, and which
changed the looks of the whole nlace, just as the itrees all down the
valley had changed it over the aramin river where I met my sveet hear
and asked her to leave the Mormon amn and come with me is gone, but i
could locate the nlace where it once had stood, also the slace where
I zot into the cactus bed.

Time and decay ha e changed every thing made by the hand of man,
showing how fleeting are his works, but the fiow of the z#dver, the hill
and the general landsca-e, “od's handiwork reamain in the same and wil
doubt until the end of time.
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23 T furesd in lecving for ome lmet look st ths o34 place, whieh
had nsver expectad to ase agair, She Fhousht same to my “hy 414 net
state of ¥yoming buy amd preserve the old Fort az a State parkje,

The Tellowatoas #ighway »nzoed close by 2ad Rondrsds of touvlate
wonld hove vigitad it bach yeer.

Ta prattisr slace covld havs Dasn found, with the ‘zith on the
south, the movataina in the Afatence and the boanti Pl Loraris river
flowing through it. It could havs hesp male iute one of the doauty
gpaka of tha Tual.

It sat the pldoet fort rast of tha 'Mysonr! river and szheltered |
gave afd to maay of tha aarly plowsore of the “*agt, but liks the plom
it 12 now a thing of the pasy an! 1l ras only =¢ o ¥amacry,

gEArTER 12
it s dil b $ia d i N

Little mars remsing te da $0)d. What 7 Bava writter in this nar
are avexts fustd as they hessened in =y M2, without say otiecpd ok
fintinn,

I have enfleavared $o glve e pesders some fdes of the 1ifs and
hardshivs endured Dy tha Tionasrs of the Teators asendry and of the
mathods adoptsd By thow,

I have rlce trisd to glvs @n nepFsiudiced sutline of the balief |
Ristory of ths Morman Church, bet as 1% wes nreached to us in “ngland
md ax T dound tt practieed 1n Bald Take iy in the an iy days.

I have %old no sxapzerated Indian Stories, as T hpd none to dell,
Althogh I ergszed the plaing twiae in She fiftles snd spant much of w
1ife an the frontiar, we wgare nevey molested b thanm,

Puring our trips seress thse plains, as I hawrs writion mony osme |
sur ssmwne, Yut they ware alwsys friandly,

It was tem ar {iftean yenre laver that the Indlans wore dungerow
Mgny of thew tame So Fi. Laramie %o teade and 1 rovember 1t thiat $im
they told uz the Chayennes wera an the ¥ar Path svar on the Lodge Pl
aruth aad anxt of ua,.

I sften wondar 17 the sy of teday, 1f ha is Mving aevanty five
vaers Dxom Mw. will be able %o look Beak and see the chancee md fulip)
wants whieh 4 aen rewsbesr,

1 Rave lived to sae manuy thinge vhieh yeary =200 go would have aal
trpossibla, some to maags: wntil now I sometiras water (£ apything 1e 2
Impagaldle,

The nart seventy fiva yeove will T ap eure, unfol? sany wonderfal
tn the way of Atsoovaries, Snvantions and lmprovements, tul the dayw ¢
she Tionssr in ‘marics ave grne forever,

I Beve lwed to ass the ox taam with their cusbersens sovered way
giwe way to the Sy o Oonch and Fopy Express, <o be followed 1.ter By
rellvonds, subomobiles snd aveopl-nec slong with the telegrsph, telept
srt wipgslegn,

! heve ascn thiec rres’ Mmerican Desert, which wur cnce $he undimg
nops of the Med men and duffalc give wey %o the Whilte ¥son and nis
ecivilizacion.

Frow the barven desolate prairies se ! first rememve: it, 1 have
wesn 1t deveiope into one of the rixhedt 208 mont nraduct: ve oounbries
o8 earth.

I offer mo wirds of advise to ths youih of todey, kmowing full we
that it oould ve useless. My exvertience w»ill do them mo mood. they m



As a boy, T was unwilling to hee: the advise of my parents and o
with them, beinz determined to 20 ny 5wn way and nany $imae a1d { bl
rarrat that 1 had not done so.

Thare 1s an old adage thas "Jpportunity knocke onece at overy nam'
door®. T imnw that he tmocks, not once, Yut many times et every man'y
door, it in s foru which few recomnize wmtil ton Inte.

I Jmow thet from & purely finencial standnoing, ! missed ay firs
goldan orveotunity when I awit the mill im ¥atford and come to Amertio

Asein when 1 first wemt to 3alt balke. 1 Lnow that bad I boen
willing to have followad the lesders there at that tive and to have
belisvid every thing they did was right, I would hewe had no trouble
in workinz un.

I hed my chance vwhen I was a~-ointed Clark snd -ade un the recard
of the lders “meorom, "ut I sould not nare myself Believe some of the
things they practiced were right, althovsh sany of their teachings 1
still believe,

bgain had I stayed with the licnigan Central inm Detroit, besides
the etuntless crportunities which every new country offers along wigh
nardshive.

I realize that my esperience in thie, 18 no difiereat from the
everags mer, ¥e can all look csck and see the opnortumities we have
miseed, but few of us are gified width foresight.

I bave no formula for sy long 1ife. Farhase it is dus to the fast
that 1 ceme from 2 fenlly of long lived pecple. My father, -ather and
crother died betwesn the ages of elghty elx anéd aighty eignt. Ome tro
wos over ripety. My cldest slster died 1m her ninety et hth year and
youngest eloter died a year acs, in har ninety seventn yasr.

I never dissipatex snd rever tasted tobacco but once in ny life,
thet tiwe made we eick and 1 never trisd it again.

I have geex wmore of Tionesr life than falls o the average san,
think I have seen every -hase of it.

I have ceen sy crops killed By dry weather and by wat weathey,
by hail storms and hot wimds. ¥aten by gras: howmers and ~hinch ougs
enéd have tcld the crops I 4id raige ab the worlde lowest origes.

I have had my share of sicknegs and death. :

But wvhy say nvors. I have not only lived out Man's allotéted threo
score years and ten, but am nearing the four zeore yesra asnd ten.

Sitting todsy on the poreh at my dsushter’'s home in this boautifu
western Yebraska town and reviewlng ny lomg 1life, ! feel that with all
my hardshirs and trials, 1 have had many blessings amd many things for
which to be thankfal.

it my tronbles sre all over and I am happy and conteated.

Now ns theda is drawing to a close, I think how typileal fo By
1ife, thia day has been.

*ne morning san srose in a clovdless sky. Sarly in the foremcon
elovds arcesred, hiding the sun, only te clear away and come agaln, wit
intervals of gunshine and shadow all dsy, for ss in the worde of Longfe

#Tinte each life some rain smst fall
Sone days sust be dark and dreary.
But now ae the twilight hour sp romches, the clondg have all elear
away and the $umn fa «lowly sinking in the west.

*HE END.



