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WEeDxEspaY, May 7:—Bid friends
good Ly at Duundee, 11l., and started for
St. Joseph, Mo., distant about five hun-
dred miles by R. R. The weather for
several days had been chilly and un-
pleasant, and vegetation had scarcely
shown signs of life. The jaunt across

the State was attended by no peculiar
circumstance, other than what usually
occurs to every traveler, The line of
the road is throngh a beautiful prairie
country, of which the State is Jargely
‘cormposed. Nothing can now be said
reccommending the State of Tllinois.—
The fertility of its soil, the natural ad-
vantages it possesses, which enable the
farmer to lead a life of perfect inde-
pendence, if not opulence, are too well
understood to require it. To the eye
of one seeking merely for a sariety of
scenery, it presents, after a kime, but
one appearance; too much of a same-
ness to be altogether attractive, and
they very vatarally relapse back to
their own thoughts, or seek smusement
from the contents of book or paper.—
As we advanced, verdure seemed rap-

idly developing; trees were putting forth
their brightest folinge, and the flowers
are in full bloom. Reached Quincy at
11 2. pte

May 8.—Obtained our first view this
morning of the « Father of waters,” the
Mississippi river. At thiz point it is
about one mile wide in the chanunel, but
owing to the unusual rise-of the water,
it is 1n reality abont twelve miles in
width from its overflow. Took steam-
er for IHannibzl, Mo., twenty miles
down the river. Many dwellings on
the shores were deserted because of the
water, and in several instances removed
from their foundations. Reached Han-
nibal at 10 4. M. Here our feet for the
first time trod on soil tilled by slaves.
At the breaking out of the present re-
bellion the place was at one time near-
ly overcome by it. It has suffered
much from ircendiaries for a year and
a half past, which theinhabitants credit
to those whose sympatlies are secesh.

Same evening reached Palmyra, a
place fifteen miles west. Itseemedquite
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the train laid by until Monday mom-!
ing. . We have seldom if ever pas
more disagrecable or Tonesorae dav than
was Nnwday the 11t doy of May.—
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Leoft Brookfield, 12 »r. 3., armrived in
M., next morning.
Day zpent in viewing the city, which
bore the appearmnee of Laving onee

This is a small place consisting vuly ob heon o place  of considerable import-
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a few dwellings mestdy deserted by
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of the road is very productive when|
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fluence of slavery, 30is not. Wepe it

sson wonld boemnpe. as

of which onr

I

’

3 S .
LONYE LT e
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poprlons as any

country can boast. The entire State
gives evidence of desolation and rain:
R. R. bridges burned; dwelling-houses
deserted, torn to pieces, or conzigned
to the flames. A spirit of vandalism
seems to pervade all who are tinctored
with this monstrous doctrine of ¢ State!
Rights,” as well as this @ifernal, black-
hearted rebellion.  The footprints of re-
bellion are everywhere visible, aud at
the present writing theiron rule of Mar-
tial Law 1is thought to be the only
means that will save the State from
ruin. She danced to the tune of seces-

shate

sion, and now she is fearfully paying
the cost. Throngh treaclierous dema-

gogues was ber best interests betrayed,
Judas like, and for less than thirty
piecis of silver. The blood of mur-
dered thousands callsloudly for redress.
The responsibility for the wrongs done
the living and the insults to the tomhs!
of the dead rests heavily on those who!
plunged her into the whirling vortex of
secession.  Shamelss scoundrels rled!
and brought her to the verge of rain.
Through this section, as well 2s in

the more remote Santh, a large portion | sented.

ance,

Bt now how changed. Through
the ageney of this eauseless rebellion
it was suddenly trausforozed from a
place jollowing the peacefn] pursuits of
life, to o rmilitaey position.  Secession
Laving been so ontzpoken and over-
powering at one thne, that Illivols
troops were stationed here to keep the
inhabitanis in chieel. Entrenchments
were thrown up cn an cminenee con-
manding the town; “peace nmessen-
cers” preparcd, and everyarrangement
meade for & bombardment. This con-
tingency was barely avoided by the
more furious ones vacating and the re-
maining ones wiseiv keeping quiet.
Atpresent about 1000 troops are en-

'
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of the female population have lnterest-"is given to pmifving the city, and in

CNites! Bl/

many parts of it the filth that exists is weation and aranging prepasatory to i
really nausiating; a foul vapor arises, i HESD

Hong und wearisome pilsiimace.
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which is certain to carry disease and (hot and scorchinge but do not know the

death in its course.

Some considerable [ degreeof temperainre. . Unele received -
. public spirit has manifested 1tsclf, and | telegram snmonncing the death of Cars’

several large public buildings have heen i rie, a danghter abant ten years of 2ge..

ected.. Indeed the place has overdone
erect

itself, and now the consequent re-action

. is taking place. |
depressed; cenormous taxationy and a
seizure of property to pay its exncnses,
and a saerifice of possessions at hardly
an aproximation toits actual cost.

A Roman Catholiec Convent has also
been bailt, which with otherinstitutions
of alike character, doesa good business.
What their partienlar object is we are
not informed. In fact this is the most
untfavorable time St. Jo. could receive

visitors, aud we forbear eriticisinge oo

w 1) e I
e ehild 1z

Eearily, und pireaict that
now living that will see 8t Jo. 2 beauti-
fnl and thriving city. '

Cayp .1, May 15:—First experience
in camp life to-day. The greatest part
of the day was very warm, not to say
sultry. In the afternoon a heavy storm
arose which came upon us wholly un-
prepared. Aseverything is very much

Buasiness prostrated or |

IThus Las the rude Land of dedth en-
tevadione Jittlé band, - The theuwht is

) s

fraddening amd lias east a oloom over
‘the entive compuny.  Which of us will
inext be calledupon to yield up our life
s amatter of which we know nothing,
sut we hope and trust that we shatl be
|spared the painfal neeessity of laying
raunother of aur company ’nesth the sod.
Towards evening another storm arose,
and gave every indieation of being a se-
rvereone. Our animals were talen in -
aud safely picketed at an early hour,

i
i
1
i

—wiich preeantion becomes neceossary.,
boeause of the horse and mnle steal-
g —and every eouvenience within our
Hinnited ricans, arranged for protection
from the approachin g storm. Near
miditight the rain was heralded by con-
stant, vivid flashes of lightning, and
increasing thunder. About 12 o'clock
it burst upon us with fury. Thewhole
Heavens seemed one continued flame,
and flashes of chain-lightning chased
cach other with malignant venom. The
thunder crashed and rolled with terrible
earnestness, ’'till it seemed that the
whole artillery of Heaven was brought
into action. This lasted about one
hour. when it scttled into a steady,
chbilly rain.

May 17:—Morning dawned rainy
and cold. Nothing transpired of espe-
cial interest. Drank coftee this morn-
ing for the first time in my life.

Suxpay, May 18 :—Each one ‘amus-
ing themseives as best they may. The
atmosphere still cloudy and uncom-
fortable.

Msiy 19 to 22:—No circumstance
has taken place during a few days past
of peculiar interest worthy of record,

. ' 1n need of rain we concluded to forbear
" - 1+] i ©0go oy T yr Y= i o
_encmil_ped here, which hasavery s‘(‘)_ogh " remarks, retain our tempers, and male
ing effect on the wounded sensibilities | Gert ot it Thersiean sttraction in
. 3 2y o s i ¢ . < < i
of 1ts & oppressed . IJO.PUI'mO"'_  Lhe . camp life which bas the charm of nov-
city is situated on biufls, from which a ! ltv- S . iy
X _ : ;. .+ elty. So here we are,—six of us,—
fine view of the surrounding country boos Ll h :
ot - ¢ 1n our very snug little tent, but our en-
can be obtained, also a number of miles | S SERERE B tagread T Hlie. Sl A
of the Missouri river, and a consider- 0¥ Iy SRanne. . HLE siosgess o
o i e .1 | oneof the party. This morning Un-
able tract of the not very congenial | o) S teed, o vakunn o Dotnes
sister State of Kansus. This city also ¢ & Bt of Hhe: siolaioss F o te
o 5 Avg 2
bears apundant evidence of the ruthless E oF 158 danchiers. Wntil bix  rofmen
Sinh o . - rries X . & #
spirit of war. The incendiuries _toicla " there is no possibility of knowing how
has been busily applied, as indicated | Toniz 76 will bo whlfeed to . al )
by ~the heaps of Dblackened rains | o ¢ GHILSECITO TCIMALI IELE:
. . et € - > | Ttis said the fun of camp life consists
throughout the «cty.  Many places 5 00 fun you make of it. So it we
which once trunsucted a lavge busi- o o000 no pleasantries fl'Ot;l Il o
ness, and paid high rents, wereused as | g0 fanlt is our own. Judeing from
barracks aud stables, and a general ap- 1 g Betinnivie we Shall Tore b ack of
pearancee of rain and desolation 1s pre- amuse?nent S We éhall s; .
Apparently hat litile attention ] : s
. Ma¥ 6 :—The usual amount of prep- ;
S o

and camp-life drags wearily. Weather
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from iheie fastenings and strayed off:
Feand them about & miiles novth, ahout
A kind-hearted - old|
: an took thera up 2wl put them
in s oernb oy : . i

d kindness cannot pass m;:nentiou-il!ﬂ\'e Leen here. three of our little par-

9 o’clocl, oo

1

o0 Anact of aueh disinter-

cd, especially in this country, whera|
“Jayhawkers,” «Dushwhackers” and;
horse-thieves abound, and we regrot
tuat we did not learn his name. Fi‘omi
he several disappoivtments we have

met with while heve, such as delay and

} k i ] N ot TR e
. To-day two ‘mules broke ! o Camyp Dlsﬂ‘i}f’”“?““?h f
der ¢ forward,” has a peentilarly ¢lieor-

ful, - musical sound.
leave of our old enmp
which every oljecthe

witn no reg

We shall take
cronnd; around
conle famiii;\_r,
t whatever,  Since vwe

ty have been afflicted severely with the
measles, but hiave newrly recovered. and
a foarth, Lily, is now coming down
with- them. Le alle to

i g
Should she

move, ie morning Is fixed upon for
i i A v o - Ty ey et T &
our cavaiende to start. Whatever the

b s I tha (Jov =31 Wa davalaeag «
death, and other causes, we have named | events of the day, will be developed on

1
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this, our fiest encampment, ¢ Camp,
|

Dizappointment.
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consequence.  This
indeed,
start before next weels, because of the
sickness of his daughter.

May 24:—A slightaetivity character-
ized the events of the day.

SeNpay, May 25:—Quiet and orderly
to-day. In the morning appearances
indicated a storm, which, however,
{;assed over, leaving a beautiful Sab-

ath.

May 26:—Weather warm, oppres-
sively so. Nothing unusual or alarm-
ing to-day. In the evening indications
of rain.

JUNE.

JUXNE 3:—The preceeding days from
last date, have hung heavily about our
camp. Tacle has directed usto move
on to Omahn, Nebhraska, 159 miles up
the river, where Lie Lopes to meet us,
as soou as the recovery of Lucy will

- permit.  An Iigrent Escort starts

from that point, and he wishesus to go
with it. To-day the camp presented
a business-like activity, Wagons were
packed and fitted, and all arrangements
made for a march. Having lain in

quite uneasy auddizcontent- ! .

evening AP o
Fatiier arrived, wiich proveda panacen ;and left St.
Unele will not be able to |

beaatiful.

the morrow.
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Cayp

Juxz 3:—Lroke np camp

Jo. bebind, at 11 A
with buovant spirits in  one raspect,
from satisfaction of moving, and with
heavy depressed spirits in another,—
because of the sickness of three of our
company. Our carriage we have con-
verted into an hospital, and have spared
no cifort within our power to adminis-
ter to the comfort of the invalids, thus
thrown upon our eare. Thus far it
would seem as though some obstacle
has been thrown in our way, or some
circumstances contiunally arising be-
yond our ability to control, to prevent
our progress or allow us to move on.
But we =till have hope that what now
appears to us almost incompreliensible,
will soon be clear and bright, and  that
the dark cloud which hangs so gloom-
ily over our prospects will soon recede
and reveal its silver lining.

The country through which we
passed is not what ‘would be termed
What should be 1ts attrac-
tive featureis decidedly not very charm-
ing, but appears dull and forbidding.
Judging from appearances but a small
portion of it is worked, and that, but
indifferently. Towards evening passed
through a place called Savannab; 2
place of not very large dimensions, but

o

so lone, or-

T
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“derers.
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of large pretentions. ITere, alsoa troops
are quartercd to prevent an uprising of
the “over-burdened,” “down-trodden,”
sympathisers with 's{eces_siox_l, and to rid
the country of horse-thieves and mur-
We are told that soldiers are
stationed in nearly cvery town in the
‘State for the same purpose. Towards
evening four Indians passed our train.
They were well mounted and armed,
and evidently bound out on a hunting
or some other excursion, which only
concerned themselves.  Our “dusky
friends” appeared to take no notice of
us, but to our party they were quite a
novelty—being the first we lad ever
seen in their native country. Pitched
our tent at U r. 3L, as near as we could
judge, 1n a very pleasant place, and set
our house in order to enjoy camp No. 2
as best we might.  Traveled about 17
miles.

Camp 3. Juxe 5:—TLeft camp 2 at
7% o'clock A.a.  The country through
which the day’s journey was perform-
ed, was similar to yesterday’s record,
m many respects.  We tfound some
heavy hills and dense underbrush. In
the forenoon lost our road going out
of the way about 2 miles, and were
obliged to retrace our steps. It is not
a hard matter to find the wrong way,
n a region poorly supplied with guide-
boards and fences, but having numer-
ous branch roads. The village of Fill-
more s effected much by old age, being
in a wretched state of dilapidation and
deeay. Qur camp this evening is sit-
uate on the line between the rough
country, and a broad beautiful prairie
which stretches far oft'in the distance be-
fore us. A perceptable change and for
the better, is noticed among the inval-
ids this evening. Sky clear and moon
shining brilliantly.

We know not how far we advanced
to-day. Havine no means of compu-
ting distances, and as the information
obtained from the inbabitants vary so

much in thelr cstimate, that nothing

can be accepted as reliable. - Knowing
our destination and the distance, we.
hope to reach it in due time, :

Caxp 4 Juxs 6:—Our course to-day
lay throngh a large rolling prairie, then
into a hilly, lieavily timbered section,
again into a prairic along side of which
our camp is fixed. We saw many un-
cultivated ficlds over-grown with wild |
grass and weeds, and on inquiry learned
that nearly all the male population had
gone to war. Many dwellings also,
were deserted; a reason for this we are
unable to give. A mule of the female
persuasion slipped her fastenings this
evening, and retired from camp-life,
She vetreated in * good order” about
onc mile, when she was overtalken and
returned.  Crossed Terkio river by
bridge, and passed. through “Mound
City.” We were obliged to look twice
before we could really make out what
it was. This also, in common with
many other such “ cities,” have their
existance only on paper, or in the im-
tile imagination of land speculators, or
their dupes whose names are legion,
and who scem williug to be ¢ taken
in.”

The invalids suffered much from the
heat to-Cay, but they are gradually
gaining. ;

Cayvp 5 Juxe 7:—The country we
passed through to-day was beautiful,
and compared well with that men-
tioned yesterday. On the margin of
the prairie we are eamped. The weath-
er oppressively hot, which depresses
the spirits of the invalids. Received a
call from seme or our new neighbors.
Found many of a genuine, high-toned

hospitality.  The villages of Rockport

and Linden, which we passed, leave im-
press of the ruin that pervades the other
places mentioned. Kor the most part,
the country is in the state which nature
left it, and man found it. When émi-

gration does sct this way, and settle-
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‘his vomit, and the hog that is washed to his wal-

10 07 T Notes By the Way.

ments are formed here, then we may
expect Missouri will make a populous

Camp 6, Suxpay, Juse 8:—Our time
being limited, and a lengthy journey to
perform, rendered it necessary for us
to continue our march over to-day,
which under other circumstances would
not have been done. Our route has
laid along a prairiz, or what is known
here as “river bottoms,” which consists
of ar immense tract of level country,
on both sides of the Missouri river.
On the east side of the road is a line of
high, steep bluffs; on the west, the
broad expanse of prairie, extending as|
far as the eye can reach. Crossed the
Nishnabottana river, and soon passed
the narrows, a neck of land but a few
rods in width, which separate that riv-
er from the Missouri. The bed of the
former, islower than that of the latter;
the streams run parallel to each other
nearly fifty miles. This year is the
period for the scourge of Egypt, the
locust, to appear, and myriads of this
destructive little insect swarm among
the trees and shrubbery along the road,
and their humming can be heard a Jong
distance, as they ply their task. They
are said to be plentiful also, back in the
country.

" Camp 6 is situated in a beautiful
gpot, at the foot of the blufts. In the
west in the dim distance, is the river,

* WE have been enlightened in regard to the de-
serted dwellings, mills and farms we have noted
g0 much since we started. It seems their owners
or occupants were secessionists, whose howling
about their ‘‘rights,”” fancying themselves de-
prived of them, and ranting about their !* oppress-
ions,” feeling much aggrieved, had rendered them
obnoxicus to the better portion of society, and
they were invited to vacate, to seek a more con-
genial clime. They had the impudent assurance
to take their familics and movable property to
free Jowa, uncontaminated by rebellion, for safe.
ty, and the ineffable meanness to return and make
war on the country which was protecling their
families under the false plea of Unionists. Com-
ment is unnecessary.: ‘‘The dog shall return to

lowing in the mire.”’

along which a steamboat is plowing it
way. - In the rearisasingular formation

'of nature ; a serni-circalar hollow in the

hills, around which they are thrown
up like the walls of a fort. . Two peaks
at either point, stand like grim senti-
nels, frowning defiance on a foe. - The
sick ones are slowly on the gain, and
we hope soon to have their company
in their natural capacity. Crossed the
dividing line betweon the States of
Missouri and Towa this morning, and
were pleased once more to set foot ou
free soil, and breathe an atmosphere
untainted by slavery. There is much
in Missouri to admire, as well as much
to condemn. She is fast shaking oft
the yoke which binds her, and we look
forward for the time to come when she
will also assert her majesty as a free
and enlightened common-wealth, and
give no place to bigotry and intoler-
ance, so much of which is now enclosed
within her borders.

' Caxpr 7, Juxg 9:—To-night we locate
in “Pacific city,” and an exceeding
small specimen of a city, truly. On
inspection it seems to have been built
during the excitement of railroad times,
when “corner lots” were at a premium.
With nothing to sustain it, it went
down. The country as previously de-
scribed, answers to-day’s requirernents.
The only thing of note transpiring—
took the road opposite the right one,
and it led us into a very bad slough,
which, however we got through by
some trouble, but no accident. Seve-
ral laughable circumstances occurred
to-day, but they will not bear record-
ing. The weather was sultry and the
dust uncomfortable: this evening the
moon is shining brilliantly, and the
very quietness gives a charm to the sit-
uation. : :

Camp 8, June 10:— The “ bottoms”
being overflowed by the rising of the
river, we were again turned out of our
course across the bluffs four miles, over

Notes By the Wagst 8o n 0 Lty

perfectly with its name, _snugly seated
hetween the hills.  Ttisiu good repair,
contains several churches, and a large
public school. A few miles farther
and Bellview and Omaha appeared in
siglht. Ilere the road veered round a
low marshy section, and on onece more
clearing a point in the hills, Council
Bluffs came in view. Remained here
but a short time, and passed on to the
river, over which we ferried at an ex-
pense of $3,50.  Located camp north
of the city of Omaha, rear the river.

Throughout this trip we found the
best of water in fouutains along the |
road, also grass and fuel.

JUsE 11:—Went out prospecting
around the city. The city 1s well laid
out, well built, and pleasantly situa-
ted on high land. TItis quite an im-
portant place, also, being an outfitting
depot for emigrants for the plains. It
contaius several large public buildings
and churches, and 18 very active, for a
place seemingly so far from anywhere
else. It is the Capitol of Nebraska
Territory, and has a spacious Legisla-
tive Hall erected on an eminence over-
looking a vast tract of country. Stan-
ing on “Capitol IIill,” numerous en-
campments are in view, of pilgrims
bound for the New Eldorado, while
trains can be secen wending their way
over the hills towards that point and
the Mormon haven. -

* Tk * * *

Camp 9, June 17 :—Left Omaha this
morning with heavy hearts and down-
cast feelings. Remainedin camp there
seven days, anxiously watching and
waiting for the party who are to make
up our company. KEvery day but in-
creased our anxiety, still not a word
10 inform us of their movements, On

] . i o E "7 ..‘- 'r.- S g : ‘. = = B :
heavy ‘hills through the little village forward. Without a gnide, inexperi
of Glenwood, which is by far the neat-;

- est place we have passed. It agrees

cuced and along, weéarisome jonrney
before.us, we can but use our best en-
deavors, and hope for a safe transit,

can better direct us;  Our course to-cay
lay throungh aprairie country somewhat
broken by hills, but without timber.—
RRoads good and weather suitable for
traveling. Camped by Elkhorn river;
the current rapid, and of a dark muddy
color. The country in this part of the
world is not very inviting. Passed
eight emigrant wagons on the way, and
overtook the Kscort. Some Pawnee
Indians who recently reached this sta-
tion, report fichring between them and
their neighbors, the Sioux. Good
camp-gronnd.  Wood water and grass.
Traveled 238 miles.

Caxr 10, Juxe 18:—Started out this
morning in the rear of the ¢ Escort,”
and dragged along after themn until an
accident to one of their wagons enabled
us to take the lead. ’'Twas a low bleak

many slues were in it, and the roads

cold north wind blew all day, making
it very uncomfortable. Camped this
evening along the Platte river, at the
first point where that and the road
touch, at a distance of 52 miles from
Omaha. This river is a wide shallow
stream, very muddy. Itis in facta
waste of waters, being of no benefit to
humanity, but a drain to the upper
country. Good place to eamp; water
and grass plenty; wood obtained at
the “River View” house.

Camp 11, Juxe 19:—Continued on
the same prairie mentioned yesterday,
but with better roads. Laying aside
all feelings to the contrary, one would
almost imagine, even in this distant re-
gion, that they were in a land advanced
in the arts of civilization. Our route
follows the line of the great Pacific

<onsultation, we resolved on moving

Telegraph, and with farm-houses and

until overtaken, if at all, by those who

prairie over which we traveled to-day;

cut up badly in the wet season. A
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ranches scattered here and there by the ! wind is blowin g, and appearances

way, the journey will be for some dis-
tance ahead. by no .means a lonesome
one.  Our eamp this evening is on the
prairvie, which Jooses itself on every
~side.  Camped early, after lessening
the distance 20 miles. Here we found
wood, water, grass and—mosquitoes,

Caxp 12, Juxs 20 :—Again have we
camped along the Platte. The road
in the forenoon was not one of the
best, being very sandy in places. Cross-
ed Loupe Fork river by ferry. It was
an exceeding crazy, shammy concern,
hardly fit to be dignified by the name
of ferry ; but what there was we were
obliged to accept, and as the opposite
shore was reached in safety, we pro-
nounced it good enongly, and pass it
by.  The boat crossed nearly half way
over the river. It scemed hke paying
$3,50 for fording, the ferrying thrown
in. Good rouds on the west side of
the river. This cvening used river
water for the first time. Water a
little staired. Good camp-ground.—
Plenty cooking materials, and feed for
animals. Advanced 24 miles.

Camr 13, Juxe 21:—Xo change in
the scenery to-day. For a time in
the morning found good voads. The
Platte at this season of the year over-
flows its banks, and in so doing soft-
ened the road to such an extent that
for a short distance they cut up badly.
Our mules dragged us through, and it
was a relief to reach hard land again.—
Camped by the river, and amused our-
selves Dy shooting at birds. Passable
~stopping place. Water plenty, grass
meagre, wood scarce. 21 miles.

Camp 14, Suxpay, Juxe 22:—As
we were unable to find a fitting place
at which to stop over to-day, it became
necessary to contiue our march over

‘another Sabbath, It was a matter of
necessity, not of choice, and we trust
that not often will such alternatives
occur. At the present writing a high

1in  ecxpectation of it.

dicate a severe storm during the night,

so every thing is secured and fitted up-

-

_ . Good camp-
ground with all things neccessary. 23
miles. A T

Caxp 15, Juxe 23:—A. decided im-
provement in the appearance of the
country. Aswe leave the river and
ascend higher Jand, it assumes a better
aspect.  Everything needs rain: badly;
crops are poor for the want of it, and
grass is withered for the lack of proper
sustenance. During the forenoon the
sun shone intensely hot; but in the af-
ternoon clouded up with a pleasant
wind.  Camped to-night on a broad
level plain, somewhat remote from the
river, at which we are well pleased, as
the myriads of musquitoes have been
an excessive annoyance while we have
camped along its borders. Road very
good. Forded Wood river, but a smail
shallow strcam. Good place to camp.
25 miles.

Caxr 16, Juxe 24 :—Camped about
one mile from the river, opposite F't.
Kearney, distant 81 miles. Roads
good, with an occasional slue. The
weather intensely hot.  'We have now
reached the second haven of our hopes,
and whether they will be realized or
no, remains to be secen. Camped in
a very good situation, in company with
several trains bound on the same mis-
sion with ourselves. Found water and
grass, but was obliged to purchase
fuel at one dime per stick of cord-wood
length. Traveled 25 miles.

JUNE 25:—The river being very
high, fording or ferrying is very diffi-
cult at this season of the year. It is
about 3 miles wide, runs’ in several
chanels, with a rapid current.  Hired
conveyance to cross at the moderate
charge of $3,00, to go to the Post Of
fice at the Fort, in hopes that we should
hear something from home, also from

him who, above all others, we desire:

in-
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to see. The difficulties attending the
voyage, with its results, are. ;d.e_emeq a
more fitting subject for a note, which

‘will be found appended below.* -

Caxp 17, June 26 :—Started in good
season this morning, sad from our yes-
terday’s disappointment. Here we
have a long and wearisome journey of
about 835 miles before us, through a
piece of country containing not a hu-
man habitation, and which is sparsely
timbered. The weather again to-day
was excessively hot, and I was confined
to the “hospital,” (which is still kept
up,) because of my exertions of yester-
day. Camped this evening along with
a number of trains. 1lere, as in Mis-
souri, we have no means of computing
distances, but we hope to reach Fort
Laramic in good season. Saw a number

* StarTED on an expedition across the river
to Fort Kearney, with cager expectation of re-
ceiving letters from home and Uncle. Reached
the ranch on the river ut 12 ., and was obliged
to await the arrival of the stage, which did not
appear until 3 o'clock P. M. The crossing we
found to be 4 miles above. Here the riveris
nearly three mileg wide, and runs in three chan-
nels, two of which we forded by stage. The third,
nearly 1} miles wide, is shallow, with an ccca-
sional deep channel, and a very rapid current.
This we. crossed in a miserable combination of
sticks and lumber, miscalled a Dboat—a rickety,
leaky thing at that, which we were obliged to bail
continually in order to keep it afloat, and out of
which we had occasionally to get, to drag it over
sand bars, with a scorching sun overhead, This
was not to be understood a3 a pleasure exdursion,
as we learned to our cost before we again reached
camp. On the south side we procured passage
down to the Fort, four miles, in the mail w agon.
On reaching the post office, with feelings run.
ning high with anticipation, we found nothing to
repay us for our paixs, and the exertion we had
undergone. This was a severe blow and a bitter
disappointment. We had traveled 12 weary milcs,
crossed in fact 3rivers, tramped through a jungle
—a fit home for snakes, lizards and all manner
of reptiles; nothing could now be done but to
retrace our steps as quickly as our physical condi-
tion would allow. Down-heartedness made up no
small share of our feelings on oar return trip.
Another turn of bailing, dragging, &c., brought
Us on the other shore ; another tramp through the
Jungle, and wading the other two branches—the
water upto our armpits—found us clear from the
river. Reached home at 11 p. ., wet, tired and
exhausted from our exertions.

3

of villages of what are known as “pra.’
irie dogs.” Several were shot at but !
missed. We saw also the skeletons of -

some buffalos by the way. Scveral

times has it ¢louded up, with heavy
thunder and lightning, and scemingly
made desperate effortsto rain; so far it

has failed. At the present time a heavy

shower is moving to the north. Should
it reach us, it would indeed be a favor.

Canp 18, Juxe 27:—After passing
rather an uncomfortable night on ac-
count of musquitoes, we again take up
our line of march, which lays through
the sume apparently interminable prai-
rie. At noon we found what here we

all very goed water, and plenty of
grass for cur animals; but as night ap-
proached and nosign of water, we were
compelled to continue our areh till
near midnight, when we were brought
to a sudden stop by breaking one of
the carriage wheels. During the after-
noon, a suddeu gale arose, which con-
tinued until after nightfall, when it in-
creased in severity, accompanied by a
slight fall of rain, when it cecased, and
all was again quiet. To-night our meal -
consisted of what was left through the
day, it being so late, and all being too
tired to go through the process of cook-
ing. DBeing fortunate enough to break
dewn by a dry slough, water was ob-
tained by digging a shallow well, for
our own usc and also for the animals. -

Tkis is our experience crossing Platte river;
the meanest of rivers—broad, shaliow, fishless,
snakeful, quicksand bars and muddy water—the
stage rumbles over the bottom like on a bed of
rock ; yet haste must be made to effect a crossing,
else you disappear beneath its turbid waters, and
your doom is certain, horses, wagons, passengers
and all. Kearney city, two miles above the Fort,
a place of about a dozen houses, is familliarly
called ‘*dobey town,’” being almost entirely con-
structed of adobes, or sun-dried bricks. - The
Fort is a wooden structure ; that and the build-
ings attached are of considerable extent. A num-.
ber of soldiers were walking around, with appa-
rently but little to do ; a number of cannon stood
in the enclosure rusty from disuse. It is the Wes-
tern Stage Co’s station ; here also congregate the
worshipers of Bacchus, and ¢ dealers’' of cards.



14

- Notes By the de e

The distance traveled to-day was neces-
sarily great; we had no wish to extend
it, and the like of which we hope not
soon to repeat. - ' ,

Camp 19, June 28:—As morning
dawned we found the damage done to
our carriage not so serious as we at
first supposed, and preparations were
immediately made for mending the
broken wheel. Among the company
we found oak lumber enough to repair
it, which we paid for only by thanks.
The injury was repaired and we on the
way by 11 o’clock a. M. Camp 19
was located along side the river, and
we were obliged to wade a channel to
an island to obtain wood.

SuNDAY, JUNE 20 :—The Sabbath is
especially denominated a day of rest.
With us it was far otherwise. We
tried hard but in vain to reach this
point in season to do our work yester-
day. To-day we were obliged to wash,
and set three tires on our heavy wagon.
This evening a heavy storm arose, and
the rain fell in copious quantities. It
continued with little interruption du-
ring the night.

Cantp 20, Juxe 30 :—Started early in
hopes of making a good day’s travel.
Morning lowery, and during the day
we had a heavy fall of rain. The road
was very sandy, and intersected by
many sloughs. Reached  Pawnee
Springs,” where we camped for the
night. Sky clear, aud every appear-
ance of a pleasant day to-morrow.

Another month has passed.

Camp 21, Jury 1:—The morning
heavy and cloudy, but the clonds soon
disappeared, and the day closed beauti-
fully. The roads bad from yesterday’s
storm, but grew better as night ap-
proached. Refreshed ourselves at a

large cold spring on the north side of

the road. Last night formed a junc-
tion with several other companies, and

mons, one of 40 and the other of 55

cattle to each wagon, bound to the bor-
der for a large number of their poor
deluded dupes. We are again camped
along side of the river, but our water
for cooking purposes we bring along
with us. No wood but what we carry
along, and we are informed that for
over 225 miles we will not be troubled
with any unnecessary amount of tim-
ber. 'We are now following up a road
which is nearly level, with a few low
sand-hill exceptions, of nearly 500
miles in extent. After that hills and
mountains. ' :

Caxr 22, Jury 2:—Roads not ex-
ceedingly good to-day. Crossed two
creeks near each other in the morning,
and two teams got stuck in the mud.
It was nothing scrious, and we soon
righted and moved on. At noon
camped near a large spring of cold wa-
ter. This afternoon our road was long
and circuitous, through heavy sand and
some hills. Separated from part of the
company at noon, and it is a matter of
doubt whether we are overtaken by
them this evening. Good grass, poor
water, and no wood.

Up to this time a mirage has occa-
sionally appeared, in the form of water
in the distance, with islands. Several
times has it been seen, but it excited
no unusual curiosity.

Caxp 23, Juy 38:—Here we find
ourselves, on the eve of the 87th anni-
versary of our national indepenfience,
500 miles from anywhere else, in the
dreary, lonesome, desert wilds of Ne-
braska. Met with another slight acci-
dent to-day, in the breaking of the
evener attached to our leading team.
Roads very sandy and heavy. Passed
over two long but not steep hills, on
which the sand was very deep. Camped
this evening near a sulphur spring,

our little army now numbers about 25

near the river. No wood.

effective men. Met two trains of Mor.

wagons, with an average of five yoke of
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Caxp 24, Jury 4:—Struck our camp
this morning at a rather later hour than
usual, and proceeded but a few miiles,
merely to change our location for a
better, if possible, and to better enjoy
our lonely holiday. ¢Tired nature’s
sweet restorer, balmy sleep,” troubled
but few of us during last night. - Myri-
ads of musquitoes fed on our blood,
and made the night hideéus by their
ceaseless hum.  We again encountered
heavy =zoads to-day, and met another
train of the apostles of Joe Smith,
bound on the same errand as their more
advanced comrades, after a cargo of
their devoted brethren. Nothing has
taken place to-day to remind us that.
thisis the 87th year of our national ex-
istence ; that nearly a century has
passed since that boldest stroke of all
human policy was attempted, declaring
ourselves free and independent, and
taking our place by the side of the
other nations of the globe. Yet such
18 the case. But now, alas! how
changed the scene. From the most
prosperous and happy people oun earth,
we have descended into, or Dleen
plunged into a frightful, remorseless
civil war. We have been suddenly
hurled down from our proud pre-emi-
aence, and are again struggling :for
that very existence which cost us so
dear in blood and treasure. Our rejoic-
ing has been turned into mourning,
Our celebrating “ with bonfires, the
ringing of bells, and the booming of
<anmons,” has been changed to the
<amp-fires of our armies, and the sound
of cannons as they plow the ranks of
our foes in the fierce combat, and the
tolling of bells as they ring out the sad
dirge for the noble dead.

. We have beaten “our pruning hooks
into epears, our plow shares into
8words ;” the mighty men are awake.

We passed several graves by the
Wayside, of pilgrims who have lost
their lives in this desert waste.

Caup 25, JuLy 5:—Started on our

way at an early hour.. Roads quite
smooth where there was no sand. A - .
in the morning. -

stiff north wind
Crossed several small crecks, and
forded a few larger ones.. Gathered
flood-wood from the river. Regaled
ourselves from a cold spring of water
which issues from the rock by the

road-side. Saw rocky blufts for the

first time since leaving Elkhorn river;
they seem to be of a sandy nature—in-
deed we know not how they could be
otherwise, when we consider the condi-
tion of the soil. Camped this evening
by Wolf creek, at the foot of a conside
erable sand hill. A turtle was secured
this evening, and by a cook of the com-
pany converted into a pleasant dish of
soup, of which we partook to a suffi-
ciency. The odor was good and the
taste delicious.

Canp 26, Suxpay, Jury 6:—Crossed
the bluff' spoken of yesterday, about 1
mile in extent, which was by far the
most serious one we have yet seen. An
hour and a half was consumed in the
crossing. Roads very good. Forded
several streams to-day. Stopped at
noon opposite a spot known as “ Ash
Hollow.” It being at a distance from
us, we could observe no distinguishing
feature that gives it this name, unless
its being the first valley of any extent
we have been favored with a view of,
Camped this evening at a distance from
a ledge known as “Castle Rock,” which
is also on the opposite side of the river.
We know nothing of their appearance
and cannot describe them. A slight
shower this evening.

Camp 27, JuLy T7:—Struck our camp
at an early hour, and started on a long
day’s drive, through a space of country
where grass and water are scarce. Roads
good, but the sun shone very hot, with
searcely a breeze stirring. Shot a pra-
irie dog, which somewhat resembled a
woodchuck, also a squirrel, in appear-
ance. Of the peculiarities, manner of
living, &c., of prairie dogs, we are ig-
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norant. They are gaid to ‘have
and ratticsnakes as companions in their
holes. - L

Camr 28, JuLy 8:—Roads good, with
an occasional low, sandy bluff. Weath-
er cool and pleasant. In the evening a
slight shower, with high wind. ‘Our
camp this evening is Jocated by the
river side, across which is a singular
formation known as ¢ Court House
Rock,” which derives its name from its
appearance. It stands isolated from
the blufls, and can be seen at a great
distance, The blufls we passed to-day,
on the north side of the road, assume
various shapes, a faint description of
which will he found helow.* .

Caxr 20, Jury 9:—Weather beauti-
ful for traveling. Roads during the
forenoon were very good, but in the af-
ternoon we found them somewhat
roughk. Atnoon passed Chimney Rock,
which stands on the south side of the
river. From the view we had of it, it
scems to be a rough specimen of the
monumental art, hewn out by natuare.
The obelisk or column stands on a
pedestal which is very broad at the
base, and which tapers to the centre.
The whole appears to be about 60 feet
high. It is near the river, and from its
position can be seen many miles. To
the west a short distance stands several
piles of rock, each having some dis-
tinctive feature, representing buildings,
forts and towers, as well as round-

* STARTED out this morning for a trip among

the bluffs and rocks, sight-seeing, and in quest of

anything that could afford amusement. For some
time wandered among the various hollows and
steep rocks, until tired with the exercise.
equate description we cannot give; indeed in any
other land than this there is but little that would
attract more than ordinary attention., One mound,

with forms of rock on the top, which, at a dis-
tance, looks like a dog, formed one item of inter-

est, and what is called ¢ Ancient Bluff Ruins,”
snother. They represent custles, fortifications,
&c., and we suppose that in resemblance the fact
ceases. What traditions exist in relation to them,
if any, we are not aware of. Picked up a few
pebbles and flowers sz & memento of the place.

owls

An ad-

houses with domz roofs. .
one, on the fore ground, with its per-
pendicalar walls and round centre,
scems to form a Capitol. Received ir
the evening a visit from a few friendly
Sioux Indians. Another storm arose;
which, like many of its predecessors,
contained more wind than water.

Camp 30, Jury 10 :—Good road all
day. DPassed Scott’s Bluffs, aledge of
rock worthy of mention. They stand
near the river, also on the south
side; they are in places perpendicular,
but for the most part are steep but
ragged. They stand alone, although
i they are of themselves of considerable
lextent,- and in common with other
| proinent points, can be seen from
afar.  We started in the morning with
the intention of making a short day’s
drive, and camping near a stream where
we were told there were many trout.
We reached the creek, but found that
neither trout, nor fish of any kind had
been known to exist there. Moved be-
yond a few miles, through an Indian
village, and located where the grass
was of a medium quality. Water unfit
to drink within a mile and a half of us.
A number of Indians paid us a visit.
The weather this evening is unexcep-
tionable, with the moon shining bril-
liantly. With the gnats during the
day, and the musquitoes at night, case
and comfort are beyond our reach.
Purchased a piece of antelope from the
Indians, which was eaten with great
relish. Met two more Mormon trains,
the first containing 49 wagous, the last
33.. E i - F:

Canp 81, Jury 11 :—The weather for
a time after starting was cool and pleas-
ant; the sun, however, soon changed
it, and the air became hot and oppres-
sive. Roads passably good, with prick-
ly pear and wild sage in abundance.
Found timber rorth side of the river,
the first we have seen tor many days.
| All day has Laramie Peak, among the

The main
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ning another slight shower, heavy
wind aud thunder. - Camp on' a sand
bank-—a most disagreeable situation.
Plenty of wood aud water, and a mod-
erate, though sufficient amount of
grass.

Caxp 32, Jury 12:—Roads in the
morning were good, but in the after-
noon were sandy, which caused heavr
drawing., Heat intense, and dust al-
most intolerable. Reached Fort Laru-
mie carly in the evening, and here we
found the absent ones awaiting our ar-
rival. The re-union was a most joyous
one. After many wecks separation,

with sickness and death, and traveling |

through a wild and desert waste, the
meeting with those who had caused us
so much anxicty was most satisfactory.
Fort Laramie is situated on the south
side of the Platte river, and over the

goldiers’ barracks the flac of our coun- !
ferl

try floats. Camped about one mile
above on the river, with wood and wa-
ter in abundance, but feed scarce and
«dry. The soil for the most of the wuy
here is arid and barren, back from the
river bottoms.

SuxDaY, JuLY 13:—Again was Sun-
day a day of labor. Orverhauling and
re-packing loads, washing and cooking.
The Sunday with us has been similar
in experience to all who cross the
plains. The labors of the day closed
at a late hour.

Camp 33, JuLy 14:—Remained in
camp until after dinner, repairing and
re-arranging.  Traveled but a few
miles in the afternoon ; left the main
road and camped by the river. Feed
excellent when compared to that of
yesterday. Wood in abundance, and
good spring water for cooking, which
18 quite a treat, being used to river wa-
terso lorg. A heavy shower passed
to the south, giving us but a slight
touch. Roads somewhat hilly, but

Black - Hills, been in view. This eve-

|hard. Weather hot in the morning, -
and cool in the after part of the day.

Caxre 34, Jury 15 :—The road to-day
was hilly and rather mouutainous. In
many places the ascent and descent
was steep and very rocky. This con-
tinued. through the forenocon, and is
said to be the worst part of the road
throueh the “Black Hills.,”  They are
of different ranges, cut up into sepa-
rate peaks, and are of a dark appear-
ance. Cedar and pine grows in abun-
(dance along their sides, and in the hol-
lows. In the afternoon the road was
jmore in the form of a rolling prairie.
(From one point an extended view was
|had, which, in a land of civilization,

24
odx,

(wonld have hecn. grandly beautiful.
| fn . .

| Ranges of Lills stretching away to the
jnorth and east, and the Platte river
|coursing along at the foot. To the

| south also, as far as could be seen, Lar-
tamie Peak looms up loftily above all
its mates. Snow is still visible on its
sides.  While camped for dinner a
storm arose which poured out rain in
copious quantities. A heavy fall of
hail, with thunder and lightning accom-
panying it. Water and grass being
scarce articles, our journer was neces-
sarily continned again until late in the
evening. ‘We found a good spring of
water, but feed nothing extra. Mid-
night settled down upon us ere the
camp became settled and quiet.

Canp 85, JuLy 16 :—Roads similar to
yesterday afternoon, with hills of grad-
ual slope. Weather hot and uncom-
fortable. No water for 12 miles this
afternoon. Camped by the river. Wood, -
but feed poor. :

Camr 36, Jury 17:—No essential
difference in the forenoon from - the
roads of yesterday. In the afternoon,
by way of variety, we had a.few hills
and some sand. The weather in the
morning was very chilly, and so con-
tinued all day. Feed along 'thefroad
dried up or eaten- off; to-night it is
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“very good, but not extra. “Wood plenty
and Platte water for cooking. A light,

drizzly shower in the early part of the

_eevening. ‘.

Caxr 37, Jury 18 :—Again was our

- road a Jong and circuitous one, to avoid

steep hills and deep hollows. © Roads
tolerably good, slightly mixed with
rough places. Passed some iron ore,
and one ledge where it lay in immense
quantities. Our march continued until
near sunset, and even then a very in-
different camp ground was obtained.

Canp 38, Jury 19:—Started on the
road at an early hour. A short stretch
of hard road, but for the most Ipart
sandy and heavy. Followed the river
valle\y throngh the dav.  Grass

and withered. Passed through a sec-
tion of low, swampy land, on which
grass grew in abundance, but it was a
place to be avoided as a camp ground,
as the grass was poisoned by alkali.
‘Qur camp is not in a very preposses-
sing locality ; grass scant, wood minus.
Acres of brush called grease-wood sur-
round us on 2ll sides. Camped quite
early; eveaing pleasant.

Caxp 39, Sunpay, JurLy 20:—Moved
forward to-day in the vain endeavor to
©obtain a suitable camp ground to ena-
ble us to enjoy the “rest” of former
Sundays. We did not succeed in gain-
ing one until near night, when we
stopped near the Platte Bridge, amid
hard grass and alkali. The bridge,
which is nearly 1 of a mile in length,
is the first evidence of civilization we
have seen in many days. Here the

Telegraph crosses to the north side of

the river.
Camp 40, JuLy 21:—Laid by until

noon to recruit stock, and to perform
-guch other duties as were deemed
necessary. Near by stood a deserted
residence, in which were a fire-place
and other convenienees which. we had
aot. Possession was immediately ta-
ken, and operations at once com-

T s L EL e

STaSS—sparse

menced. With kettle hanging in the
fire-place, -the oven standing in front,
New England’s historic' reminiscences
were vividly called to mind. The roads
this afternoon were .in places very
sandy, and a few hills. Traveled for
some time by the river, where the
bluffs came near the margin on ecither
side, and the chanuel of the stream
runs narrow and deep. The hills are
quite lofty, and in places composed of
a red rock. Through this section
clouds of musquitoes tormeoted the

some and dizagreealle; in the evening

are now following the course of the
Sweet Water river. Poor feed, but has

R O o

——

~beenm better.

unexceptionable—smooth and hard.—
Weather cool, with a slight fall of rain
in the afternoon. Passed between two
ledges of rock this morning, of some
extent. On the north side of the road
they appeared like a stone wall, in an
advanced state of ruin, or decay; on
the south rocky blufts of gradual slope.
Camped this evening by Grease-wood
creek, where feed is quite good; water
passable, and fuel grease-wood and sage
brush. At this camp the mosquitoes
have relieved us of their presence—we
do not regret their absence.

Camr 42, JurLy 23:—Our caravan
started on the way at the usual time,
over roads similar in all respects to
those of yesterday, which eontinued
until nearly noon, when it descended
somewhat to a lower level, and was
very sandy. In the midst of this plain
were several alkali springs and lakes;
some salaratus we gathered as a re-
membrance of the spot.
this we entered a defile of the Sweet
Water mountains, a range composed
chiefly of grey granite. Stopped at
noon by a bridge crossing the river

near Independence Rock. This is 8

On leaving ||

e [T

teams, and rendered traveling very irk- i

the same. Lett the Platte behind, and

Caxp 41; JuLy 22:—Roads to-day
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ile of rock, oval shaped ax-:_('l‘_"reéﬁlar.-

Tt is 600 yards in length,-and 120 wide ; |
~ theexact elevation we do not know.—

Some of the party ascended the high-
est point and unfurled the olq flag tor
the breeze.
tween two ranges of these “rocky
mountains,” of which the river is the
divide, and camped between them this
evening. Five miles from the river
crossing, is the cut in the mountains,
bearing the euphoneous title of “Dev-
il's Gate.” We obtained but a passing
glance, aad are enabled to record but
the extent of our view. The river
rushes through this cut in a narrow
chaunel. The sides are of perpendicu-
lar rock, 400 feet in height. The ap-
pearance from the road was grand be-
vond description, and it is a curiosity
well worthy of notice. TPersons from
the party that climbed the range looked
like mere pigmies, so far above us and
50 distant were they. Camped by the
river, with good feed, but no wood.

Caxp 43, Jury 24:—An oceasional
sandy plain or hill, a few sections of
rocky road, and some smooth places,
made up the country over which we
traveled to-day. In places we traveled
near the monntains, and several times
a glance across the country to the
north, revealed snow in view on the
more lofty peaks. The weather in the
morning was warm and sultry ; at noon
a storm uarose, which chilled the air
80 that an extra amount of clothing
Was not uncomfortable. Camped in
quite a romantic spot; the different
forms of the mountains however, are
about all that make it so.

Caur 44, JuLy 25:—Left camp after
the appointed time, and moved out
nto a broad level valley or plain, bar-
Yen it was too, which we traversed for
SIX miles, away from the river. Here
the river and the road passes through
a Canyon in the mountains; the river
having washed out the road in several

From here we trailed be-.

t

places in this

ascend a-hill deep with sand—pass

round the mountains and' regain’ the:
We ascended one of the

main road,

loftiest peaks to' make an observation.

The rocky sides of the mountain were'

steep snd ragged. and with great diffi-
culty was the top gained.

e T T —

pass, We were obliged to- -

From this -

clevated position, an immense tract of

country \was
diversified by mountains and plains ;
many miles of the river i its winding,
snake-like course could be traced, and
the snow capped peaks of the Wind
River range scemed near by, The de-
scent was even more difficult than the
ascent, lowering ourself from crag to
crag and rock to roclk, sometimes sus-
pended over a deep gulf by the hands,
It is presumable that the feet of ha.
manity seldom tread on this isolated
spot, and that the human voice seldom
disturb its elevated solitude. We re.
gained our company tired but satisfied.

Yesterday passed the grave of a man
murdered on the 6th inst., by a person
who up to that time was his traveling
companion.  To-day we passed the
tomb of his murderer, He was caught,
tried and shot the next day. Retribu.
tion was in this case spee y and sum-
mary. The tedious, tardy, and too
often doubtful manner of administering
what is termed “ justice”
has but few admirers or
the plains.

advocates on

The road this afternoon was very
good. A high wind blew up the dust
in a manner that did not contribute to
our comfort. Camped this evening on
a low, wet, swampy piece of ground,
which emited a  strong, disagreeable
odor, flavored also by the perfume
arising from the carcasses of animals
within a few rods of us. The water
was sulphury and bad ; the feed, where

we are, scant and poor; while within
feed is good.

a quarter of a mile below

Take it altogether, this is the most

in the States,

brought plainly in sight, .

miserable location we have had the
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misfortune to be placed in: a dirty, [journey was a succession of hills and
sandy, pestilential hole, a repctition ot hollows; there was but little sand
which we trust we shall not be ealled among them, which was in our favor.
upon to endure. During the afternoon there sprung up

Such we found the place known in|a severe gale of wind, rendering ‘it al-

guide books as “Ice Spring.” On dig-|most impossible to travel, because of
ging as directed, no ice was found.— | the intensity ot the flying dust. A cold

but slight rain was a fitting accompa-
- Ty niment. While this gale was existin
Cawp 45, JuLy 26 :—Started on our| sl . Foanal gff b v BnE,
, S we forded u branch of the river. Its
march at 4 o’clock 4. ., without our Y 1o pr . =
. . channel lay between the hills; by its
breakfast, and traveled ten miles to the| oy o B
8 . = ; side were several immense snow banks.
river, which we forded, and then halted With our knife we carved out a piecs
unti . - Left rtains be- e . U
1_nt1 neon., st t_he HLOd 5 e and carried it to camp as a curiosity.
hind us this morning, and traveled T} Toaiky, ok siiclatibe i
through a country intersccted by low]| '8 CUIIOSILY, Or singularity, consists
S & % 5 f our finding snow and eating it in
sandy or gravel hills. We followed|°. 2 : a TB
nearfy”tq*?aifrht course until towards mid-summer. ~ Two miles from this
i “t] 1 we crossed a hieh stony | 1074 We crossed Willow Creck; tumed
- or ags IR Tre CLURsCO 1 Mg BIOUF. s tlin mand snd. Sallowed Tt up two
bluffy, andin so doing traced a crooked, | 5 g al] bt
i e = e ymiles, and were enabled to obtain good
serpentine track, for a long distance. Lo oy 5 4 water
On this bluff and the flats to which we """ ™ )
descended, a high wind prevailed, di-
rectly in front, loading the atinosphere
with sand and dust, covering every-
thieg, and filling our eyes, to a painful

Perhaps it thawed before we reach it.

JuLy 28:—DBeing where there was
an abundance of grass for the teams, we
concluded to remain in camp. During

e the afternoon we were visited by our
extent. Iere is a good place tor gog-laccustomed gale of wind. N othing
gles to beused. Camped this evening | happened of note save the appearance
1 a hollow, between two ranges of hills | of two antelope, and all writing letters
named Rocky Ridge. It was near this|“home to our friends,” which we were
spot that a mail station was interfered !so fortunate as o be able to send by
with in the carly part of the season, | way of Salt Lake.

some men in the employ of ‘the Tele- Caxp 47, Jury 29 :—Two miles from
%;g?;lsaii f%ﬁgiriiéénku;‘ggrggttﬁgy stt]:(lje camp we came to the river again. Here
; ! 70 soldiers were stationed for the pro-
len. From present appearances We | taotion of emigrants from the encroach-
have bettered ourselves but little in re- ments of Indians. Here also the rodds
gard to feed for animals. Whether we diverge, leading off in different direc-
remain here over Sunday or no, re- tions, but both  arriving at the same
mains a matter of doubt, at present. point. One is familiarly known as
Sevex;?%r other en}:]l_graé]itrfz‘m?g tzllre with | T ander's eut-off,” to which preference
:VSi.th oui‘;z?;’nzdsl%iiq %vgélinfrma?:?g is given as being the shortest and best
N sl road to Ft. Hall; the other the old
have done on former occasions, to ob- route, very rough and mountainous,
tain forage. and difficult to travel. Without hesita-
Caxp 46, Sunpay, JuLy 27:—Deci-|tion it was decided to htake 1';the “cug-
ded to move forward to seek better ac-|off.” We turned to the right, parte
commodations ; in fact it was our only | company with some who had traveled
choice. Stopped at Strawberry Creek, | with us, and moved out into a strange,
10 miles distant; feed nothing above|and to our party, unknown eountry.

the extra. The first three miles of our {The roads were a mixture ot level
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plains and hills—some of them very|several long, winding hills, Crossed
h . . : &= PR
steep and rongh—hollows and sloughs, [two rushing streams, one of which was

" At noon some of the party ‘proxpeet-) bridged, the other we forded. Having

T s
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4 result of their investigatiow.

ed for gold, but found only mica as|no ehart to guide us, and for want of
Cross-| accurate information concerning them
some 1mmense heds of  quartz rock|we supposed them to be the Little ané.
and gray - granite.  Huge piles or| Big Sandy.  Caumped by the latter. The
houlders of the latter reared their heads | weather fo-duv was cold, and the wind -
in many places in the crest and sides of | piercing.  Weé are now at an altitude of
the hills, which gave the scenery amore| 7,085 feat above the level of the sca,
picturesque appearance. On descend- . ,
1ng a steep hill, we came upon theviver,|  (yyp 49, Jrny 31 :—-—Supposing our-
which here rushes along with fearful selves, and rightly too, to be on.the wide
velocity through a cut in the mountains, |oxtensive desert, spoken of yesterda
and assumes a closer proximity to ourlyyre prepared to move out at an eariv.:
idea of a mountain torrent, than welhour, and endeavor to clear it if ossi{
have before heen enabled to l'eco:'d.——Jh]e. before dark. At noon foundpﬂood
Crossed the saine on an old partly hroken ' erass and water.  In the afternoon ziade
down bridge, aud camped by a sl 5 lone drive, Uy Cuiﬂpfal"ti\'ﬁl 7 level
creek one half’ awmile beyond, where weseetion, on whicl sage b.]'ushgre“}‘jn
found go_od feed, and what is more sirl-:imumnso guantities, and m'as.\:inj)]at:es
gula_r still, abundanece of wuo‘r]. The until at camping time we arrived ati
(xlvefither to-day as has becn_ 1‘01‘_111:11;}';(}1'0@11 River, a wide deep and rapid
ays past, cool, and woolen clothing by istream.  Here we found several large
no means the most uncomfortable thing ! trains cneamped waiting to effect a eross-
to endure. The gale this ». 3. 10t 50 ing. A temporary ferry had been estab-
severe as usual, with a slight fall of rain.' lished, and all possible expedition was
being used to uree a s

Caxr 48, JrLy 30 :—To-day we cross-| The Toads to-day Dxf'ere ?z?'(siry u%iisgeg;
ed the summit of the Rocky Mountains, ! tionable. Soil c'omposed of 'gra,vel and
Fhe b_ack—boue of our country, thedivid-gcoame sand, mixed with particles of
ing ridge between the waters of the At-'quartz, that glistened in the sun-light.
lantic and Pacific. We paused not toiThe weather of last night and to-?iay
consider as did Cesar of old; nor await! was tousa singular phenomenon. Last
the casting of the die; but moved on!night water froze in pails so hard that
with that ease and dignity hecoming|on turning it hottom upwards it would

- - - s D
ersons in our condition. We now find | not r ‘ is ni %
P nd [not run out. This morning the air was

‘ourselves on the Western slope of the. pure and rare, but cold and biting. In-

mountains, in Washington Territory ;| deed, how conld it be otherwise while
Nebraska we have left behind; the king-|being surrounded by mountains (,;overed
dom of the “Latter day Saints”—or|with snow. This afternoon the sun in
smners—Tlies to the left or south of us. |front, was scalding hot, while on the
The roads were for the most part but|opposite side near the freezing point
arepetition of those of days past, until|was attained ; the wind was Iigaht and
towards evening, when we ‘entered a suffocating. We are now among the
section of country coming nearer to our Green River Mts. Prospects ahead of
What the morrow

estimate of what, the plains were before ' another cold night.

We attempted their crossing. Ere wewill bring forth is for the morrow tor
reached {his level,
) 4

we had. ro descend demonstrate.  No feed hut: sage-hrush,



