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something ebout one of the bollers got out of repair, and the boat
tied up to the shore of & wood where we had & good stroll, some hunt-
ing, others gathering flowers, for sbout three or four hours.

Priday Mey Sth we landed at St. Joseph which is in Buchanan County,
Missouri and sbout 200 miles from Winter Quarters; about noon and lay
there all night, &8 they hed considerable freight and movers to put
out there; and 350 barrels of flour to take in. There I met Normen
Buell who hed been up to Winter Quarters on & visit, and was very well
pleased with it and the treatment he received from Heber and Brigham.
In the time of the churches evacuation of Nauvoo, my sister left him
and fled with the Church. About three months after she left him he
got married to another woman, but now in his visit he repented of what
he hed done, and wanted her not to merry but wait & while and he would come
over to the valley and be gled to live with her again,

A At St. Joseph I found many of the old Baints that I had been
eequainted with and some ready to start for the valley. Normen had rented
the only steam grist mil) there and was going directly home to move on, and
said he would make use of what he could make to move over to the mountains
as soon &s he could. He wanted me to come back and work for him, but

1 told him I should do as Brighem counseled.

We were together until about one o'clock in the morning of Batur-
day Mey 6th we both left, he for Quincy and I for the Camp of Israel.
That day end Sundey the next, we made several landings but the places
I do not recollect.

Monday the Sth we landed at Fort Kearney (a log fort) where was
about 70 of our boys at work for uncle Sam, teaming. It looked good to
see the old faces. While we lay there, a very heavy rain and hell
storm came, until the ground was all white.

Tuesdsy the 9th about 10 o'clock we mede & landing at Bellview,
& missionary station, about 26 miles below the Camp, by water, and only
9 by land, Just a little above Bellview and on the east slde of the
River we landed again at what is called Council Point where many
Mormons lived. When we were within about five miles of the Cemp
we got out of wood, the poet landed and passengers and boatmen all turned
to getting wood, picking up sticks, and finally a fence near 80
rods distance was bought and we all took each back load of them which
lasted us to Winter Quarters, where we arrived a little after sunset,
but before dark.

The Steamboat was a great curiosity for none had been up there
that year, and all flocked to see it, neerly all, The great celebrated
city of Mormons wes & curious sight to see, all log buts with sod and
stick chimneys, and to contemplate the work that was to be seen, had
been done; was wonderfull and mersculous, when the condition and cir-
cumstances of the people that done 1%, is token into sondideration.
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It is beyond any idea of & common mind. The first that I shook
hends with on shore was two young women that came over the sea at the
time I did. They went with me to Zina's residence, and lo, she had
gone to the boat to see me, for she had heard I was coming. I stayed
until she came, and with much joy wept and embruced and kissed each other.
But Presendia hed gone out 7 or 8 miles on the road to the valley where
tesms could get & good living, the grass being just sprung wp,
except on the low bottom land where it was better. William was
on the other side of the river and about 10 miles down. That night I
slept at Zina's and on the day following I spent the time in helping
Bro. Taylor's femily to move into & smell log hut, a great disparity
from what they haed been used to. Yet they seemed heppy and content,
intent upon getting to the valley at the sacrifiice of all things, and on
Thursday he went to Brighem and geve him all the money he hed desirin
only he would give him a fit out for the valley.

About noon thet day the 11th I started and walked down to my
Brother William's. He had bought some small improvements, built
s house for & store, another for & tavern stand and had two others
to live in; 30 acres of wheat end good garden and by the blessing of
God he expected to be sble by the next spring to go over the mountains
comfortably. Since I had seen him at Nauvoo he had lost one child,
by Ceroline, had enother by Harriet and then another by Caroline.
My heart wes made forty times glad, and my soul rejoiced constantly to be
in their society. I had & good visit and returned to Winter Quarters on
Saturday 13th. Every where I went, nearly, I found old acqueintance,
and it was truly a time of rejoicing to me ell the time.

Before I got to Zina's house I met Brighem, and he asked me if I
ealeulated to go over the mountains. " I do not know as I have any partie
eular calculations," I said "what is your mind?" “That you drive
Zina's tesm over, and come back with a team for others, "For" said
he, "I intend to send back &s many teems as I can.” "That's enough,”
I said, and then I prepared to go, from that time, for a certainty.

I took what few things I wanted on the road with me in the wagon I
drove and Heber C. Kimball took my chest with the remainder of my
things, and Precendia filled the chest full with her things, thus I
was provided for, to go to the velley of the Great Salt lake, and take
all my effects.

Sundey May 1lhth,1848, Brighem spoke with warmth upon cur present
condition with that of the past. The mertyrs were brought up as also the
usage of this people by the United States, and the whole nation were
shown to be accessory to those crimes and persecutions often written and
spoken upon in this church, and the spirit of God rested upon Brighem
that he cursed the Nation by the authority and power of God and the
Priesthood given him and ell the saints said amen, He was never known
to curse so much in hig life as on that day. Hhge nation, the land of
Missouri, that sickness should not a&llow any but the righteous to live
upon it, and old Colonel Miller an Indian agent for his meaness and
abuse to the saints.
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All the saints sald amen.

Tuesdey Mey 16, 1848. I started and moved about 7 miles on the
road to the valley where was & good feed and water and a large camp
of wagone waiting for a general move to the Elkhorn River where the
Company's were to organize, and whenever asny moved from the first
cemping place, they had to go in large numbers to awe the Indians;
though they would attack any openly; warlike. Caroline, Williams:
wife rode out with us and stayed until Thursdsy, when he ceame out end
paid us the parting visit. Then Presendia, William, Zine and Qliver were
all together once more upon the earth and but & shorxt time ago, &

- few months, and, not one of our Father's family was with another

and thousands of miles separated us. We were united and agreed, and
felt to bless each other when William and Carcline left us and walked
back 7 miles, to Winter Quarters and then they had 10 miles to go to
get home, While Caroline was with, we had 2 joyful seasons of
spesking in tongues, and much was said to our joy and comfort.

Friday, 19th. The day was excessively hot. I rode down to the
City (so called) in an ox wagon, and back again in & buggy with William
Cutter. His buggy looked curious, when I realiged our distance from
white settlements, the land of pleasures. Just after I left there
the steamboat Mustang came uwp with & load of Mormons, mostly from
England and Scotland, lead by Americen elders, Franklin and Samuel
Richards, Wheelock and Cahoon, with several English saints I knew,
and I went up to see them.

Sunday 21st, on horseback, and that night it turned off and rained
very hard. Some of the English lasy out doors and thoge in the little
huts-were not much better off, and the next day when I sew them they
were all very happy and content. It gave very curious feelings to see
them there, who & few months before I had seen 5000 miles from there
and in the day of trial, and across the Atlantic Ocean. All the surrounde
ing circumestances ran through my mind at once, and it seemed as though
I had o vision before my eyes. They were all as glad to see me, as
they seemingly could be. Monday I returned up to my place of encemp-
ment in the midst of a rain and Tuesday 23rd it raind sll the forencon
while I was herding cattle, and the wind came with the rain so that
we had to drive the cattle all in, about noon, to prevent them from
running before the storm and thus we would lose them, we came near
it as it was. The afternoon I can only express by saying it wes
clear, windy and cold as fall.

By this time our camp ground was well trod up and all dung and mud
which made us 2ll in a hurry to be con our jowrney; or on another
camping ground. I was conslderably unwell for three or four days previous
to this. I had stood on guard half the night, the regular tower. Gete
ting wood and water was quite & chore there but not so much, es often
afterwards.
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Wednesday May 2kth. That morning we expected to move our camp
and turned our cattle out in the yoke, (for every night, there we yoked
end chained up the cattle) it was not long before one of the hexrd boys
came in and told me my cattle (one yoke) were mired. I took chaing and
ropes and ancther yoke of cattle with three or four men and got the
poorest one out, the boys having got one out previous.

We had only got that done and & runner came to us, saying that
Brigheam hed come and were to move on that day, so in with the herd,

But before this had teken place we had moved cur wagons out &
hill nearer the road and farther from weod and water, but a clean place
and Heber's and Brigham's wagons hed all formed into one eirele, or
corral, called in the west, and just as we were fixed, & rich man
came moving on in e company by himself -~seven wagons, and as was common
he had & yoke of cows on one wegon between two yoke of catile so a8
to break them to the yoke, but ss wes uncommon just as they had
got opposite to our camp one of the cows, nice and fat, threw herself
overend snd broke her neck. Her throat was immediately cut., She was
drawed a little way off the road and dressed. The owner took the tallow
and 20 or 25 pounds of beef and gave all the remainder to be divided
through the whole camp. It gave a plenty fresh meat to each family.

When we had all started from that place and just under way, a
girl that had been some time wishing herself dead, sat on the tongue
of & wagon and thought to lean against the forebomyd, but leaned too
much to one side and fell under the wheel, which passed over her back across
the shoulders, put one out of joint &nd crossed one hand, injured her
considerable, but nothing to what I should think a heavy loaded wagon
would.

We soon went on, but the first hill of consequence we came to the
devil showed his spite, to hinder us again, for twe of the horse tesms
bawked which detained us all, for in the wilderness is not & nice
thing to be left behind to form & short acquaintence with the Indians,
perchance it might be so.

Brother George Grant soon cured them for that time and 8ll went on
again, about 5 miles, from the old camping ground, and formed into a
corral for a few days camping again.

About there was & fine range of catitle, but wood, % miles off and
water £ & mile. That night I stood guard among the horses inside the
corral the first bhelf the night, and the latter part towards day the
wolves gathered about in great numbers and set up such a howling
that I was broken much of my sleep, which made me feel none the better
the next day.

The cattle were surrounded with the strong guard at one side of
the fence for them on one side., The sheep were in the center with the
horses.
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Tursdsy 25, May, 1848, Brother Cyrenus Taylor arrived in Camp with
Wis effects for the journsy, havine found all he loat ut the Eris., Zina
hed hean troubled for several days with cn ulrered tooth whieh
made her down sick, but which broke, {having swollen her fac¢e extremely})
on Pridey 28th.

Saturday 27th after the tsems had eaten sufficiently and the
seints had all he’ breakfast the wor 4 was, gether up your teams an? roll out
to the Rlkhorn River, which was mbout 15 miles, and which we dons by sun-
down, and that night turned sll the cattle loose to range and piek D r theme
selves without any guard, and thet that night ceme a very terrihle
thunderstorm, so that in the morning sore ol the wagons atood knes deed
in wuter, but by forethought mins was dry.

Sundoy May 28th, 1848, all day still and restedl; although a kind of
ferry had been made and near 200 wagons erossad and 1t was a very
urging time nothing was done that day, and there thsen lay rendy to be
erosssd nesr 200 more wagons were comstantly coming.

The menner of the ferry boat was simple &nd good. A raft of logs
very strongly pinned and festened togethsr with Yewed elahe 3 inches
thisk, festened sovosa the xaft at the right distances to recalive the
whesls of @ wagon, and butmants for slanding on slther mide of the river,
then lastly of all to consider, was that it was situated in a vary sheit
bemd of the ri ver at the extremity and a chain wes hitched from
the raft to the shore, in & directiom streight up from the center
of the river at the extreme bemd, s0 thet when the raft was loaded
{(whieh took but one wagom) by letiing loose the fastenings 1% swump
within a few feet of the opposite butmsnt, hut had to be drawe baok
by & rope, and there was always men a plenty for that, and a wagon
wes crossed in five minutes the day throigh.

Vondsy May 39th 1848 all of Brigham's team efd compeny erossed
the river and stopped just on the adge of the prairie and Tuesday
we Mrmed in & line nearer s sw0d was=hing placs about one hal? &« mile
up the river, and Wednesday 3lst 1848 Rrigham's company was organized
and I came into Brother Free's compeny of ten wagons. Levi Stewart

Thursday June let , 1848 H. C. Kimball's eompeny arrived from
Winter Quarters in the svening 0ld Sister Tevlor, Cyrsnnus' mother died.
She took the mengels on the steamhoat coming, end after them the cenler
s6t in and earried her off. sShe said ali the time that she should die,
she was mortified before death., The next day mhs was hurlied and the
burial sermon left to be prrashed st the vellsy. The prave we dug very
lerge, end for the wapt of hoards Lewed slabe ware rot snd the corners led
in tomether in the grave zo ss to form a kind of hox, Three for a
ocver. She was let down om s boerd whi eh formed the hobiom.
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Menv attended at the grave. The corpse was carriad in » carriace

and the mourners rode in Brighams carrisge. She was cerried nwar

vne half mils, and burried near the Liberty Pols arsctad by the first
~orvany of ploneers. That dsy Pro. Aeovea Thompson from Netavie oane
and the rest of sone Acquaintanca, mand behold hs came unex e ted Ly

to mes hiwm old neightors wife, burried,

He brought naws from Winter Quariers that the Otve and Umshs
and Pawnes Indians ware sl uarrsling about who should have th e ¥
cated clty; and 1t wam probeble, thst tha Siouxs would care and burh
it that neither should make s kind of fort of it,

Seturday 3rd Prighams divieion Or comprany got all remdy to atart
( indeed near fifty hed gone) and it looked likely t- rainp ard he gave
orders to tie up our teams and wait. We done 80 end there cume a
dreedful rain,

Sunday June 4th, Heber had a mesting lo his divieton nng Brigham
hed one in his. Met in the open prarie nnd had sn sxcellent meating,
Just the thing thset I had long been wanting amd 1t done me zood .

Brighan spoke first upon ouy belng fyee frua our enemies smd
wexes where we could worship fod as we pleamed, and he wanted all to
seérve the Lord faithfully, to pray regularly, and not let the carsas
and bustle of traveling hinder any from doing the duty to fod. Wanted

every body to exerciss faith for the safety .7 the Camp, and By all
lardel. He strenuousiy snjoined uoon all to be hiumble, pssssful,
moek, long suffering snd in the great troubles, bustles and eares
of a camp life, never gat out of patisnce nor get snappish or say
anything t6 hurt snothers feelings. Re cereful of one anothar,

Then he turned the mesting into & prayer mesting at the liherty
for any to spesak or nray as they felt. Seversal mpoke; 1o my great
satisfaction and bensfit. The o mpenies wers then all orgenized
and the word was given at meeting for s ceneral start of frighams
camp ou the morning following before the eattls wara fod any. The
Chureh wia ot exempt from wiokes "ad men even ‘hten rolne into t he
wilderness and poud advies was aiven spainet them, ey wounl d follow

on, and yet I feel to meke great allowance for I know that poverty

makes men dishonest when they wo:ld be otherwise,

Mondey June 5th, 1848. ¥We started hefors our teams had est any
end travaled 12 miles and camped on the Flatt Piver, where is another
Liberty Pole. Soon after we were started all the wagnns topped
which formed a string nesr 3 miles in length, end ss I was near the
hind end I saw a man oome back for ths Dostor; Sister Groves iad got
run over her body, and her leg broke., GShe was not Lkoly to 1 .

Now the Camp went am Y might may fest tivts, for 1t was oeganiz ad as

1f Brigham wes going shesd hin femily and of f{cers an noar Lis emrclogs
as possible; wnd then sich as had & preference, or sourht a praference
to be near his psvson; but when we came to trovel he turned it about

 the other way sand those who hed sought to g al ‘he forwerd end

we i thrown behind,
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Tiiesday 8th, wa 914 not et started un:ti) late 14 drove 1% miies,
Kot {ng of importanass ocenurred that dsy, m!trouch #verything nearly
8%emed hear for the tamp life or travaling was only hequn,

Tednesday 7th. Iaft or CAMP In place on Lha Plett i ver rather
Blow to pivg Hehar & shanes Lo ovartaks U8, and  bosidas, o,p taamg
wore -etting Zrofually anured to traveling. Traveled ouly 10 miles and
that very quiek as 1t looksq likely to retrn and vas cool. It rained
Just az we game to Shaly Creek, tha bridpe wantag Tepairing and for want
of fair weather we corralled on tre 288t alje, 2 vary good ramping
ground, plenty of wood for use of cookine ang watep handy,

Brother Potter ki led an antalope that Pvening, tie fipst j avey
waw,

Thursday 8th ip the foranson 1+ ralned and we Hteyed ihape gl
day. In the afternoon Cyrenun Taylor, Ira "ent L went ot anting
on harsohack, maw one dear snd agen Turkeye, 111]lnd nething,

Fritey June L, 1848, Travalled 18 mlles, Some haavy smdyv roagd
ell streight ahead slmost daad level rosd al! tra wayv un the Plat+
botoms, and ag Yot we had not lert them, That mizht we asmpad oy the

right bend aide of a small lake or gien, clenr watar gpd figh in ¢,
About 2 miles fyom there to whers we strick the loop fopk of & o Plakt,

That day Oliver Duncan wae run ovep by m wacon and Wi thigh Mroke.

He was one of Brighams taumstora, and B. wat i lng. Yeutlerwna fine,

Saturdsy 10tk., 3 warn day for man and heant, Shesp suftered
much froi a kind *earded ETAiD that graw all over the rrairing,
The!r point was Sharp amd hearded, so that they worked intg the flagh
and naarly killed hany sheep, d14 ki1l some the year before, Tatered
teams twiow, travellad 18 miles 1f 1 recollect right, Tt1a A stanes
war all measured ty the Pioneer company, from "ipter Qrarters to the
Salt Lake, and posts set up every 16 milea,

Sunday June 1ith 1648, the westher was atiil warm, oOup samping
place wes at the mouth of Lookingglass Crask, one mlla Prom w are wa
crosmed it,

At 12 o'olook the hugle wam sounded ot a sirnal My mMesting in
the corral. Bpo, Morley spoke rirst upon the order of tha tamnp and
how tssmsters ought to 4o, ‘Then Brigham s poks and told how 879ryhody
mist do; end thst was o obey the orders of thelr reapeati e B plaing
of 10s or fifties. The ordar of the Ploneer Camp was ‘end aw & kindo ¢
sample Tor us. He Feve liherty for all that did notwwant tn W on
Wik him to Just withdrew from the camp whenever they Plegsaed,

After mostingwas near clowsd Prighan added that the Guinty had
&0 %o he kept, thet 1t mist he reverensed oy (hat Imirnay as wall as
snywhare, sxospt where the good of the Camp requlrt tabep, Fat tndtwye
dusie mist keap thet Say for a day bf rest and worahip,
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Towerds evenlng a coupany of men wes sent on to fix = the hriige
apd ford, over the Lookingwlass Cresk, en that the Camp need mot be
h'ndered in the moruing., The Jemp travsled in two strings meking two
rosds w' are thers was not alrsady, there being from one to four traecks
ronsgidaratle of the way.

Menday June 12th our roads wore cood and wealler warm. Crovsed
Rewvar River ahout noon. A4 rather herd tord, s+ndy botom and bank,
Thet night we cemped in the bast f:ed end most hesutifyl ecountry I
evar saw, 1 think., On Plumb Crnek, near where it ampties into the
South Fork; and close to where government Lad sstsblislsd a large
Misslonary stetion to convert the Indiane, and learn them to live

by fayming.

There was two farms tlere, ~ood, hewed log bouses, rail fences
and out houses. REverything convenient, Tha remalus of all t)is stood;
but & yesr or two previous the Indians had driven the wisatonari=s &l
away and sll was laft without an occupant. 5o we oceupiad +hat rails
we wanted for fire wood and some barr i:on Lhat was £ ind, Trave Led
18 miles,

Tueaday 15th. Had rather e hard road, many rivers to cross.
Crossed Ash Creek and camped on or within one half mile of Csdar Cresk
where it wes hard getting wood or water. Some wood was wot from the
ruins of an old Pawnee Village ahout one Lalf mile off.

Had pssmed one other village that day, mocs entire, but deserted
and left alone., Treveled 17 milas.

Wednesday l4th 1648. Roads some hilly for a prairdke country
though 1t was only now and then & small ravine excopt Indian Creek which
had steep benks. Traveled only six miles anl threa ‘ourtlis and canped
at the ford of the Sputh Fork; where on the apposites side lay Lorunzo
Snow's eamp, Zera leiphere B0 end John D. Lee's F0 constituting
Bro. Porkins, hundred. FHad our teame turned out by noon. Wind blew
8 hurricans all day, so that it was unsafe to “npr *hg ™ =ar) *“s
banks and tottom being sand and of a curious nature, ensily moved, and

the shannels changing nearly every day. The river was &' out
40 rods wide, but we went one half or thres fourths of a mile to pot
over, ecrooking ahbout among the sandbars up snd then down the river.

There was very little timber anywhere on the river end that wae
8ll sottonwood or willow, scrawny shrub' y trees. The hills end hiphest
prairies were srowing sondy, feed rether poor.

Thursday June 15th 1848, The teams of tha companies that lay
on the west side cams over in the morning as soon sa sll lsd fed
and doubled teams on all our wagons to help us over the river. Ivery
wagon hrd from 4 to 10 yoke of pettle bafore 1t. Ycorsewa ware udt umed
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The nsturs of the sand would hot allow & wepon to stop & minute, 1wt
its whoels ba burried or undermined. Water then was "t about knee
deap whers we went,

The first few wagons that crossed sunk into ths sand, and then the
road became bedded harder, and curiocus the #heels would rise up on
the sand, the sand break and lst the wagcn rall, striking hard and the
same -~onstantly repea ted rapidly, gave & sensation of riding over astony
road.

After all were uoross we wart about half & mile down the river ana
camped Leside a Little wood to walt for hrother Kimballs campany, tu waah
and blacksmith & little., 4 simple efficiant moven' le shop was scon set
up.

In that wild wilderness ceuntry, as we were traveling snd four camps
scattered over s road of 140 miles, sxpresses and communicationa were cope
stantly kept up, for we wers in scm® danger from the Indiens, and in muoh
from government troops lingering in the West, for government being afraid
of the Mormons and Indians, mace forts or #trenpthoned fortify eations where-
aver the sainta went. ‘

When Winterquartsrs was made, a fort {Fort Kearney) was msds om
the Missourl River below thers. In the spring of 1648 Just in adven ce
of us a train was sent Up to Orand Island in the Platt River to build a
fort, right on our road &bout 200 miles from ths Winter Quarters,

About 80 of our brethren were teamsters hired by the government for
the mummer, Wit just as wa weare ahout all started on our Journey in s111~
gence cams that all thoss men were discharged and sent away. A sad ala-
appointment to them end & mesn treachery by government otficers. This
with other circunstanses seemed Lo indieates r plot sgainat us whay we
should reeeh that wild osuntry, and far thim resson {t wse Brigham's opr-
ders for all the samps kesp togsther unti) safely pessed that country,
that from that esuss, by the bleesing of God they might be over-awed;
but wuch to our disadvantege to travel in so great a hody. '

4 short time after we were camped on the west side of the South-
fork. Bquire Wells retursed fram Heber's ceamp with & letter from him
to Brigham and all the saints. It written on the bank of Cedar Crewk and
the contar ts shout this. The day sfter we left the Klkhorn River scme
of the herd boys oame in snd maid that the Indimns ware driviag off the
cattle. A o rpany, sams horse and amme on foot were immedlietely sant to
bring them bsok. Willilaem Kimbell, Bgen end Pix on flest horses wore
first ameng the scattering lurking Indians, one o? whom Egn discovered
preparing to shoot Willism. As quick as thought Egan drew a pistol and
discharged it at the Indian, his gun fell he reeled a 11 ttle snd went
off. The gun in falling went off emd the ball lodged in the hip of

Williams horse.

In en instest two Indians fired from amhush. Two buckshot lodged
in the baek of Rix who fell. *he third shot hit the horee in the neok
which made him whesl and ro towards esmp. 4 bal 1 struck Rgen on the
rightarm o' ove the wrist and disebled 1% for further use. This pistol
fell to the ground, he soon was feint = th the loms of blood sod he to
be held on his horse, This ocourred s' 't 4 wilee down the ¢ivar from

the esmp.
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A wagon was sent after Rix. ™e sattle were sll drove to camp save

nne ox that the Indiens killed end took off. ( The firing I suppos )

hed wamsmbled atout 180 Indians, who when the wegon c'me took 1t down the
tlyar about a mile fapther and plundersd it of a gront demnl of valuble
propsrty and let them go baok again. Am soon as ix errived in Cemp,

henda wers laid apen bim and he revived {nmediately Joth the wound sad were
dcing well. That day they were saloulating to atart, but this hindered
that they pot only four miles from the river.

All was well and doing well in his camp and there had been an additiom
of four since they left Winterquarters.

Priday Jume l8th 1848, Theh best part of the previous night, the
wind bed blown and rein fell most furicusly {n whish many of our oattle
broke looss nd rxun ferth on the preirie to seek shelter, bul «ll I
belisve were regsined. The guard (which was kept up every night) were
constantly satching end refastening them during the storm, Yet some

That night brother Kay's little dsughter disd., She had long been
111. A%out noon Heber's oamp arrived st the ford but the water was
too high for erossimg. I rode over on horsebask with Cyrenus Taylor
put & sudden storm rising I did got go back that night, stayed with Pres-
endiz. Heber's Cemp consisted of 386 wagons, Prigham's of 198 or 200.

Saturday Yune 17th 1548, An sbundance pf tesms turned out and went
over to double all of Heber's teams snd bring them over st onoe, that is &
a eontinmued string, and then 1t took nearly half a day.

Ho scoident happened. In the evening I baptized my little nephew
Oliver Buell, eight years old.

) meeting was slso salled to enquire the minds of the brethren if
we should etert Suniay moon, as w had stayed in oms place long »nw gh,
and {% was & hay end & half's travel to any water from that river am d over
supdy roads mostly. The voioce was §0 start, but on Sunday 1t pleased the
Lord to mive us another whole day of rest by sending rain, until 1twes
tos late for Brigham‘s hundred to start, as Lorenzo 'Snow's hundred and
brother Perkin‘s hundred in separate camps had to take the lead and started
on Sundmy aftermoom the 18%h of Jume 1848, _

) It wae s0 late when the wers gone that we did not start, as we had
ssleulated that 4 ay but started on Monday morning, June 19th end after we
hed treveled about B miles wm bottom land, bluff and some wet strange
looking wet land we stopped and bated for noen. Then after we had bated
and traveled a couple of miles, came 1o » Very sandy and hilly rosd of &
‘miles. All sand nills, which took the ox tesmms until stopping time and
es yot the temas had no water sines morning, nor ¢ould they get any
ghort of goina 7 or B miles farther. :
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After our teams hed saten a plenty (and it was tip top feed) we hee
gan to start onm, Brighem and & few ¢ the hest teams hed pushed on
tE*sugh to prairie Cresk the nearest watar, and the remaining teams stopnd
all nlong the réad Jugt as they plemsed ang Just ms 1t happened, The day
was warm and roing very hard. Many teams ware nearly done overp, Some were
qits and 1 saw one ox drawed off from the Foad, that dropped dead in his
yoke. :

It waz a haya day on all and all vors at Frairie Creek by sunriss the
next morning; 1 started from the sand avout an hour after dari with ona
other wagon only and got to the Cresk just one o'clock. It wap & d angeroys
night to 6.yp camp, but all sxme through safa. wo Intiens waere seen, and
I only saw one wolf, that came alony rlome boside the wagon,

Tuesday 20th, 4s we had overtaken Snow's sng Perkin's eompanies

&t prairie Creek we waited for them to start out snd while waiting

Heber's cemp came up snd what a host the;g was arond that Creek whare
there was not g hrush; and a wide vutspread level prairie as fayr «<s 15
8y® 60114 reach, ang thousands of ecattle. Antelope wars vary pleny thag
day end ‘he day hefore, Wa were Just tn among tlie rame ang mEnY ante lope
were brought ip, They were saslily pot,

That day we traveled 15 milos and the dst flew very had, so thet we
were all black at night, all of g color, and wegona tull or dirt that the
inside and outside were abeat of acolor. Camped on Wood Rivar, a good
place for wood and water, ;

Welnasday Tune 2lst. “ruveled aa near es 1 could judas 14 wils s and
§topped on & fine prairie full one mile &nd a half frov the plett Fl ver
whither we drove our eettle to water taking buckets with us. Hera wag
plenty of old slgns of Buffalp. '

Thursday we traveled near 11 miles and camped on '‘he banks oft the
Plett where was a plenty of wood angd water handy “y. Thaere wad a poast
Set up with 2179 miles to Winter quarters which howsver was too much for the
route we ceme. On a little Tise of ground emat of the stake or mile post
sister Yantleet buried a little boy. Infant.

Fridey Tine 23pd was A ware and dusty day, very uncomfortable, [p
the afterncon I went a huntine on Cyrenus, horse; saw one buck ahot at
three. Antelops all abresst about } of s mile, Shot Bt & wolf nm r the
sams distance end saw many more. (ot tommp just dark, Camp ¥ mile from
the Platt; very little wod, Fronm this time had ¢o buprn censiderable
Buffalo Adung hich being pure vegetable hurned much like the Irish turf or
80d.  The dung was thiek in moast places, and like chipe ar® aseore hlorks, £ or
this and the seke of softening a hard word they g0 by the name of Puffalo

ehiipe.

This fay and Saturdey the day following wa want thicueh & pyspt
many prairie dog villeges., Thie Li1ttle antwal In 5.1 Wilte w0 lar s na
& wood ahuck or Ml ArOwWn akt. Ttd heod Ta Lika & mpdrial, the anb of
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hir is 8 1it*1le 1like o dog Bnd sor:times 1% chirps mo e like a squirrel
or some birds, than s dog, hut the sound gres forth suddenly in succes-ion
asma liie the bark ef a amall puppy.

Sptiirdny 24th ve crosmed s desp dry ereak anrd Wlu Croek. Distancs
from Wintar guarters 281, Planty ol &lr lere bul no water. '

Campad on 'Le onen prairie 4 ov & miles from ‘imter, heside & kind of
gtunding oreek, tha weter wse pocd and a plonty of chips. Feed was midiing
good.

_ Ounday June 28th 1848, Voved ehoit 8 or 7 milos eloas baside the riwr,
plenty of wood on an island close by. L. Snow and Perkin'e camp Wy & Li% le
down the river from us., There was the Tirst fresh sign of Duffslo seen.

Heis the Platt was near 2 miles wide snd could be waded without weting
a manks porkets. Ters we nll atrnek for the river as aoon so wood md fire
were ou hand; each man with his shirt ander his are, Some of Lthe women o 4
not fxil to jolm, a little above.

This place is 2443 miles from Winter Quarters. The head of Grand Island !
is aout 2% milss below hare aceording to Claytons account. '

Moniay Jume 26th, 1848. A1l the cemp was busily smployed some huntime,
some unlosding and repaciking, some fixing broken wazons the blackamith shy wdl
employed and a¥ many hends as could work aroond it, and at an sarly hour
4 small colepits wers burning. Snows, Perkins and Tulsiphers companies

were #lwo in waiting for Heber and employsd as we wera. And 1 san say the
1 never saw so busy e time as in traveling with the camp there was had ly
svey s minute to spare to rwad write or even tc pray. As soon ag We 80 pe
ped at any place I had to spring right to my regular daily duties, to get
through by bed time ( 9 ).

Oar deily tasks were regular. As soon as we had siruck our wagon
in the eorral, unyoke the emttle, gether wood, or haffelo ~hips B r
pooking, and usually to save fuel, dig a hole in the ground ehout 3 feet . 1
long, one wide, end & imches desp. This pravented the wind from hlowh g
‘the heat away. Our wood renerally being dry, burned well.

The next thing wes to pet the cows (they wers drove all tgether 4 san
pehind all the sampeny) and milk, then drive stekea to tie the cattle
to mr shwous this time the drove would come in snd *then get the cattle
and tie tham,

These were regular end sometimes as many more, acrording to camp=
ing ground, sometimes have to go n mile and a half for water and some- :
times had to dig wells. Each ten herded tlwir cattle il @AY MAnD
pnA Hae abla km An 14 bank thely ceeolar tarh nﬁh'ﬂfdlug! i
the sumber in Lthe Len. Jn tha tes | wes i ilit: e wap nn loorenss nttl
the number of wagons mmounted to 24 and B8 persons to hecd, and Lt omme
sesh opes turh onee in 5 deya taking § to each days co pany.
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7 o~ guarding of the osmp 'ell one anch BN propogtionsily onee in

7 .d snd ometimes ¢ nichts, and then helf the ni ‘ht, ouly. The Lard-
ing end zuarding togather with my deily taske, kept me t,aat down and wre
out 8ll the timé. The women ware 88 woll drove baat down as the man,

Sundays were‘saarcoly a day or rest nor crpild it ba Lf ¥e travell ed
on Monday.

iy seday Juna 27th 1648, Bro. rinhall’s Camp came up end Snow’'s
gtarted on. ‘het aeftarnoon as soon &S Yirhall came up My the halp

of the apy glass he 4iwscovered 2 mules snd a horse on ‘he ather sida of
the Plart River which was near & mile and half widse thers; 2 of his mmp
and ons of ours went over and cauzht thom, #t.iah proved to he a8 wesl
supposed vpon good grounds, traeders horsas that had golt away.

Tu that wild prairie sountry, end amona the buffaln aspecial 1y, the
tarwat Lorse Lf he gets BWEY will cleer off fram master ond wazons will
vun as wild ss ths huffalo themselvas in = dny or tWo, and msoma will turn
wild tf thay pet wmons paf ‘alo, 1L they hZave never sean Lhem hefore.

A great many wagon tire weud wat tiis day and o0 wadnssday 26th all

the cemps moved on 17 miles and 3 except cpows whe was @& n Ay drive s head,
This was the firat day w8 had seen Huffalo, rnd they ware OD tha south

side of the river.

Thursdey June 20th traveled 18 miles. 4 wuffalo was killed that

day end ve camped just at the foot of some Vvery heavy sand hills whiah

extended to the river. The nex? mo nlng we erossad themy pretty

hapd work, tnd travelsd 18 miles and camped hy the rest snring

of eold water, and the largest 1 ever saw in my Wfe. TE afforded water
safficient to carry & sawmill or grist mill, It almost anouted (but Lot ld
uply st the foot of ® high Hluff end on the lavel toltom land. 1% was
pare, mood tasting and just cold enough for drinking.

agturday, July 1s%, 1848, Traveled ok miles thae most of the W&Y
heavy éand, roads. Cyossed cerion Cresk end namped closa DY the rive
apd eloss to @D {sland with wood on it 43 miles west of Carion Crnek.
Thie Say We sew plenty of puffalow nd theiv flesh abounded in camp at

night.

This was the first I ever eaw the buffalo roaming wi ld, snd ©

neay as Yo discern thes wiputely in avary part. Thay are an sssy anigsl
%o hunt. 1 soulld zeb withis pietol shot of them ssny, MV thay are

very hard 4 ki1l Y ! might have ghot =ame bt {1t wae Jante and 4 or O

2l les from samp, thet 1 nould not g0 to camp anl cel @& tewm W haul

i in. 1 thought it not right to shoot nim for aport, oF ror Wwast 2 eould
earry in to ocamp. This cesmping ground is 203 k miles from Winter quarters.
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guniay July Bnd. ™e day was ine. Heber's camp within ona fourth &

m! les amd and an {sland of timber within 100 yards of our csmp and plenty of
grass one mile baek. Sand bluffe a mile and a nalf back from the river. Thus
we were well sftuated but that was o be the last time ws coild have wood on the
north side of the river until we cama to Fort Laremie 200 miles or mOré.
maffalo were plentiful and the trees were more amooth with thoir rubbing.

freat guantitios of thair wool which they shed yearly lay all over the

{sland, ané sll over the prairies ( more thinly) for more than 100 mlles

graat quantitiss were patherad by the cemp, it ls fine as aheeps wool

and very serviceables

Now here 1 have been te 1ling of wordly matters in ths records of

s sahbath day but powadeys it is all sahbath with us and our whole time
spant for Him. But to finish ths Sabv’ ath we had ® first rate meetling i
twesn the two enmpa. Brigham s poke long. He apoke of our condition
then and that we hat no Christians fareh 0 20 aronnd, gs when roming
through Mo. from Nauvoo, and speaking of the Sects he did not mean nor
never Aid depreaiate them sll, nor 4id Joseph, Said he, “Their religlon
their schools, their morality 18 g1l pood as far as it rops. They ars
hohast, | was honest when a methodist as now. Pyt they may vet Tind e
greater and batter way with us. The Priesthood thny nave not oot

Mt the time will come when the whols earth will know thet wa have the
pover of Ged with us, for we she 11 grow until we spread ihe Pri sathood sad
{t¢ right and suthority all over the sarth until avery xnes shall how an
gvery tongue confess that Jesus is the Chri st, for nod will have

nis only bagotien, in the fissh established and acknowlsdged. He 18 the
only begotten by the Father in the flesh. We ace all hagotten in some
other way. 1 have meny things to tell you when I have ® tims and place.

e said as 1 hed heard him say before, that our ensmies hLave

always prophesi ed at every plece we have sver ssttled "the Mormons oan~
pot stay there rongs " and it has alway® turned out so, but now they
say, ™ T the Mormons get settled in tue mounte ins sll hall csn not

rout them. And that will be even so srcept we get Aivided and quarrel
gmong ourselves. g prophesied that we should never we driven (®m there
unless we done it ourselves apd he was determinad thal ‘he lmw otf 7od
should be sheserved by all that should go to tnat 1snd; and if any men
would misd his own wisiness, not infrings upon our leaws, he pesceatle am
not take the name of God im vain he was parfectly welcoms to go with us,
he being of the methodist Presbyterian or any other Taith, hut they the
jitted thelr voloem im enrsing this peopls and raviling thewm,

1 will just blot them out of axigtap~a, and if smy man will curse and
 gwear he ean not have & place among us. 'us he spoke tut this is fax
shors of eonveying all the idsas he did.

Prothey Eimhall related en seeident that ha penad iu 'ls camp )

day Or IWO previvupe & gl tEy W antee ® wamre AlA Wee ran GYAT

his body by & wegoen with forty Bundred of freight in 1t, Ve was rid ng
upon the seat with his Father the next day a8 asual, aout his husiness.

pothing less than & mirasle, Heber mald.

AT
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¥ nday July 3rd 1848. fraveled 1% miles sand ranpad hetween Blaek
#ud Creek and North Rin?? Pork having ororsed 2 other creeks. Had sote
sandy bills to cross, and some neer every day to Laramnie.

Tyesday I think we traveled 11 milese, we did not slways 810D st
poipts resorded as 8 place of 8 ecertsin distance, thersfore I will be
legs particular about 4istences exsept on Sundays.

Wednesday Bth the huynter for our ten killed 2 buf alo oneé of 4 that
went vith our tesms Lo dvaw them 1n neAT 4 miles, and whils thera he shot
s ¢all. £ sen being a d ouhle tan, gave WH 51l wa desired snd sOUR 1o
spare, hesides what we dried.

Thirsday 6th. Every days travel wes about alike and as nesr a mOno=
tony ms enything 1 ever sev, the rorde @ll near alike, sach semping place
alike, and all the time by the side of the River platt. The most cowmon

days travel wes 14 milse.

Friday July 7th us @ 1ittls ehanga from 8 monctony wo passed over
a very high send nill, very high and hard to gurmount. Feed hsgan to
grow short and the 7th waw the lasl day Wwe s&W any buffslo, tor the Teed
was too short for them to live. They ®re fond of short fasd or grasy
and when they get {nto & vange they fosd 1t mo close that the next
yoar nothing searcely grows, which is the nature of all rrairiee, tanding
or mowing Tins out the gréass.

the prairies here are gomewhat differsnt frow thoss in the

states. Spots are very frequent wher @ the ground 1s rovered with

a white suhstance, the thieckness of ® wuife blade, tastiue ot selt strongly,
of alkall and of selts, and yet 1t 18 aear the nature of anltpeter 80

that 1t is oalled so. catile sre Tond of 1t and nasd no pelt in ihim

count®y.

‘ There is a plant grows hare resembling the wonpy ATl afiords plenty
iof opium. There {s enothsr mueh like same and smells just like.

jpother mmells and is much like the old eestern wormwood. There 13 the
prairie tes and wild rose. Prairie avple end ved exantly. And then there
{s the prsiris pine and eedar; arowinz ahont s foot or 18 {nchas high,
taste end mmell mich like the tree .

After all the Indian soap root, which thay use in the plsce of
sHED & guod substitute grows on wendy Land. Theses all srow wild and
. @& groat many other species of tame Trull shrabs and plants. A VOry great

vapiaty of bitter weeds sdors the prairies.

gaturdsy July Bth 1848 we passed the ione tree cedar traveled only
aml gt tom sl ~amnad  opposile the mouth of the uh_am& fadnr. Ash on the

pot tom land and esdar on the blufte, inis was on wvab other ai An of the
piver from us.
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Thers wa: six wagons cemped on thnt side. 2 wete 1ndian traders loaded
with bu’” alc skins tanned, and the Other foir were Mormon runaways from
the valley, though brother Flelds was with them gsoln~ back on rusiness.
Good pews came frow the walley but rethar hard times for rrovigions, the
growing crops gave them good hopes.

@unday July Oth was my day to herd rattle which 1 done all day.

We ware then 3804 miles from Winter Quarteps and had traveisd 7" miles
the last week. As yet the ¢'mp and in fine, all the camps had pot along
well, and with few accidents. Three had bean run over in our cemp and
ons wegon turpad over which was brother Nates®. He tlemed Nis women sev-
erly for it, and what mortified him worae then ail, it disclosed » dbl.of
wine; before unkmown, The wagon turnsed squars hottom side up, no one

{fn 1t. That sight he quarreled with bia wi f» apd whippad. The ocuard
about 11 o’cloek saw it and when the hour came to 21y, he loudly eried 11
o'elonsk, all is well and Tates is quarrsling with his wife 1like hell.

I wrote & letter to my wife mnd sent it to opoat by hrother Flalds @
the 9th of July. :

On Priday before, tha 7 we first saw stons sticking out of the
bluffs slong the river and Sunday high bluff rocks.

Monday July loth 1848. Warm and duaty roada but good. Traveled 17
mpiles. Crossed Wateh Oresk snd Camped by sid s the Platt in good fesd
for eattle,

Psssday Llth traveled 10 miles. Towards night % Indians oame across
the yiver to us. Ome held up a fine mword «s if for sale, no one pald
any sttention tos thets and they soon rode off on & gsllop over the pralrie

bluffs out of sight.

About 9 o'cloek that night 3 young men fyom the valley came into
cawp. Hed left thed r teams with B company of a»out 18, thal ceme to-
gether with them from the valley, at brother Snows Cemyp 1% miles sheed
,of us. John Or-en, Joseph Youmg and a young Allen were the three.

Joho Oreen had only been 4 days in the valley from California when i®
started with the company of teesms to maet ua.

411 was pretiy well im the valley considering cireumstances. A

¢ searcity of provisioms, tut @ good prospeoct of erops. FHe nad heen
%o California for mslss amd eows and could pat rood mules there for
$80 end §28 cows and dollaxs, which were 2% in the valley.

Wed nsnday 1lBth were very late in getting started on mccount o setting
somé tires wnd firing wheels thet gave out the day before just at pight,

That day we had & little sheigr 'n the 1ace of the counviy £ s
the monotony which had hitherto marked the country.

% :vm pby p
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4 little after noon we came to cohhle hills very hieh 5 tony veaks
end then 1y miles from there we came to snclient bIuff rmins whidh very
¢lossly resemhbled the ruins of castles and towns in the nld countrias,
I 418 not go among them, hut at a distence down # wateor ronyse which
was then dry, I saw & largs mass of wchhla stonn, cemented with s rine
ao0d solid omnent as 1 evaer aaw, Whethe - 1o rmed by nature or art [ goull
not te L‘.w

Thers 18 a large portion of the bluffs along here very high and {n
shapes and appearances like riins of art. ¥rom cob'le hilla we ¢enild ase
thimney rosk, 30 miles distent, on the south side the river rising high
up towgrds the heavens a smell] ship perpendicular roek like a faotory
ehimmey .

Cetmed that night ahout 4 miles from the ruine and in the neigh-
bourhoed of Smows, Perkins and Puleipher's campenand opponite an encamp-
ment of Sloux Indlans. Many wara dn our osmp soow, withtheir interpreter
trading mocramine and skins for & Littis corn and real. & palr of moome
asins for 3 pints of meal.

Thursday Heber's cenp came up and bes!Aws that the 48y wass-ent in
disposing of those wagons that had come from the valiey, Some went back
to Winter Quarters afteyr thel r own families who were only started unti)
the relief teams were met.

The few thet same were quite a relisf to such and to some overs
loaded teams,

Suf
Friday 33%:{9 14th 1848 we all desamped and went arout 18 niles,

Roads sendy much of the way .

Saturday we traveled about 14 miles and eame near oprosite
Chimney Rock whish is on the seuth side the Platt and not ail ook Wyt
roek and clay mixsd. The Journey this dsy wes over the momt desolmte
region 1 ever saw covewed with buffalo hones which said thet prass

bad grown there ones, and in Mot from whers and befors me saw the firg

M¥falo the whols faee of the earth to Larainis was eoversd with ‘ones,
of buffele deer antelope and many other kinde, sc that so .e werse alwave
in sight.

The eountry lmd becsse so poer, snd the chamce of faed for tesms

B0 badl, 1t was impracticable for so large bodies to trevsl together, ad
on Busday Jude 18, 1848 Brighsss an? Heber’s camps belng ceamped about
& milos apert met half way, held a méting and divided esoh canp into

four parts. It wee & =o0d place there for camping all but water for
toams. Water for ourselves we menereally got by digeing wells, the

dopth of was from & to 10 faet. There it was s mile and s half to the
river and our welle 54 feet deop. Thers was some water {n low rleoes rloas
by but water very muddy, yet some of the cattle drank it, and thus

proved it te be saluratus wetsar, for they reszrly disd. Thelir {ue ey wwn]-
1ed and they oould hardly breath. One of mine dyank 1. I geva him
pork and wweet milk ard be went on hie journey.



