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of correspondsnce w-ltt.w b7, addressed to, or answe
Howlett and his paregrinations through Chioc, Indian

California, and back to tha midwest in search of st aﬁy-uné
remunarative work, Several intaresting letters are writien

irom California by Howlat:
‘iese letters describe his trip cver the plainz, his efforts
stablish himsalf first in prospecting, than infhe saw mill

a letters contain much information concerning
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uginess. Thes
wricas, local COﬁdlc orz, and tha like.

After a stay of eight to ten years in California, Howlett
to Ohio whers success contimuead to elude him and where

(@

ratume
ha endeavorzad to work as a teamster. H= sesmed conbinually
zanarated flﬂﬁ hig wife znd children de2spite his continual
commants that he hopad soon to bz able to join them. The
S

aariiest aorredp01d9ﬂ63 is between John and Angzlii
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gl Anwalinalg norenta in oy York znd lath:
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' I huve a little leisurs time to write a fev lines. Iwrote

t0 you'when I was in Cincinn&ati. We left there on the 14th of April

errivec &% S%. Louls on the 22nd. 8Saw ay Drother William, found oim
told me thaf“ﬁg'§3ETE‘vrite to vou imrediasely. He is do-
¥ell making $40. to §45. per month St Louis is & zreat

place. We left St. Louis on the 35%th of April and arrived &t

ijance on the nigh oI Iast of April. Thare wes about three

a LnlIfOIPlu paETEE‘F?ﬁ“KﬁﬁTﬁ'TEE_BOau° Over 10) head %

ana two nules,  All bound for the land of zold., We p

e Mg anu & helf for hay in St Louis, ©60¢ per bu. for oats. T

us for our passage from Cincinnati to 8t. Louis s&hout $390. irncludi

I e, 7a5%0ﬂ ana Ireight. We are in camp, our ten. is pitched & h

& mile s&8t of the cit f of Inaepenannce It is & very pte uE} TOWn.

Congaining provably 3000 inkibiltants. There is TTom SW0 50 LAT

LTEE farﬁﬁqﬁﬁmmgrants tenting here, waiting for grass $o0 grow, sore are

“Vut it is rvather risky business for the weather is a=s cold here

“than it was @t Norwalk when we left there. Evervihinz is vety
Hay 1s very scarce, worth from $20. to £30. per ton, corn is
to 70¢ per bu., oats is not to be had. There is some mules

here but they are very high. .Gooc¢ Americen mules, thet has &

icient to stand the trip is worth from §150. to $125. per head.

s0me Spanish mules brought in here for sale, they are very

B I 1cr~er than & gzood large sheep, and they are selling for

-per mule. We have not bought any vet. . We can buy
r bargains than mules.: There ig 8ll kind of ppinmions dn
There is & great many horse and cattle goiﬁg. We

owWs &and- jOlk@d up in ox teams. We bought & Ient in
cost us $18. It is 7 ft. high, 103 ft. long, :; £t wids.
our own cooking &nd sleepin . our tent is pitched on

evated hill, it is what is called the commons, well tuffed

aﬁu,ury.r A Tirst greatn spring of water near by us. Qur

in goou condition, rather on the improved. I think they are
_hozess- team that I have seen. T ;o

Mey 12 Independence. b

The weather 1is moderating considerable, quite comfortable, ‘
sleeves. Some apperance of spring. Provender for horses very
nay to be had, grain has advanced very @much and hard to be found
three cay in hunting for corn, we at last found some which we

00 per bu. for and hmsked it ourselves. We bought 33 bu. We

Obablj ‘start from here in two or three days. We yesterday

z pair oI mules tolerable good size cost us wlbO about half

ze.1 think they 7ill be & toleraole palr. We have also bouzht & i

ht wagon which we intend to load with corn to feed on‘tHEEEBEH'un-

T 11 the grass grows. The wagon cost use 43, We shall put & cover on
wnich will cost $4. or $5. Our expenses are high taking all things
consiceration. There is a great meny backing out _&and returning

me ul%COlTugPd on account of backwardness oI the season .......

& scarcity of grass and so many afé zoing I do not know but it will

& nard vime but I shall go zhead. We Are told in the old Book NOT

LD0K BACK BUT to press forward to the prise of the gold Reageon We

1 in company with 3 voung Men the first day that We started from

P

e

i
r

B

o
b
[
i
iy
.
4
4

il i

2
¥

Lo
o
4§

Hiy

r
+
1
®m m
aon e

’1‘ )~ i;r

D U e 3

0o

G

£ o
s LAY

¢

m r
(1 +

¢

(D

i1
‘.r
.".{

TOiH

Co L

ot
(9]
o
[{¢
1

? .
'
*
:
-

7R o P S W

P

=3 f
COm e o O H o R
QD
Y
m
SIS

oo

MO0 MNE N O

ctf
b
o
o
| @
w|
c‘1

O

3 oy
Ehet 0 O3 o 4D
1S

o
o

R
(o7 e SR )

(LI JG:D
f;

D)

ot TF ¢l
oo

oo

Q. W LN~
B et
3

3@ n iy
3]
F‘S
(s

ct =D b

[

r—' w3
Gty

R R

O

b
i

i Q) Hho

<l

O

3

o B R )
&
3

et
v

(St w!
i v .
(SO e B R

(o

L B e B

4 IR"]
0]
o \[',

]
3 m
j»]
.-db
4

RORN T e I

SI“H'

tor
0y

i

;

5]
e

43
[

-1 F
o

UM e

SR

ou o &
:
R
ot

S o SR I o

C
ook B Q

R
=
-

ry
v
Q

{

O

o
T
3,
b

;

OO m

that 1live in Barmingham & By tlie Name of higgins one By the

me of Arnalds We traveled together ney have the Apearance of Nice
Yen one of them is now Sick But I think he is Bitting Better

£.8. Jdenney is quit unwell probably Will feel Better When he zits a
Lit :le seasond to Caump fere The Rest of us Are in good heczlth exeept
¥r. G. Wao 1is troubled With the diseas CGalled laiseness he *is the

dm skunk I ever saw a .Beal Bragardoza A grate fellow to Make sonme

L - e ._‘ o e
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R : : - - Mey 5, 1850
Deer Wiie\anu Children, . S

v I have & little leisure time to wrise a fewv lines. Iwrote

10 you when I was in Cincinnati. We left there on the 14th of April i
errived &t S5%. Louis on the 22nd. BSaw my brother William, found hlm ?
well. He t51d me that Re would write to vou imsediciely. He is do- i
ing wery well meking $40. to §45. per month. St Louils is & sreat N
tusinese place. We left St. Louis on the 25th of April and arrived et B
Independance on theé nigh of I&8% ol April. There wes apout three i
cunared Celifornia pastingers crord tne ooat. Over 107 nedad I horees ?
ETE Ccat-le ana two mules, . All bound for the land of gold. We paid a ‘
collar and & half for hay in St Louis, 50¢ per bu. for oats. It cost ;
us IoT our passsge from Cincinnati to 8t. Louis abhout $90. ircluding- |
rorse, waggon ana freight. We areé in camp, our ten. is pitched & half [
& mile eest of the city of, Independance. It is & very pretty town. i
Congaining provably 3000 inkébitants. There is from Lwo O thres i
~TOEEndE Emmegrants tenting here, waiting for grass to grow, sowre are i

E

|

starting vbut it is rather risky business for the wezther is as cold here
or colder ‘than it was @t Norwalk when we left there. Evervihinz is vely
beéciaverd. Hay is very scarce, worth from $20. to $30. per tan,'corn is
#orsn ¢04 o 704 per bu., oats is not to be had.e There iz some mules

t0o be had here buv they are very nhigh. .Good Americen mules, shat has a
eved sufficient to stand the trip is worth from $100. to $125. per head.
There is soae Spanish mules brought in here for sale, theyv are very

small, not much larger than & good large sheep, and they are selling for
from §30. %o $80. per mule. We have not bought any vet. . We can buy
norses &t betdEr bargains than mules. Ther-e is all kind of ppinions in
recard to teams. There is & great many horse and cattle goihg, we i
freguently see cows and- yolked up in ox teames. We bought a ftent in

T T BT A 8 W T G T AR T

Cincinnati which cost us $18. It is 7 ft. high, 105 ft. long, €3 ft wide. 3
We ars coinzg our own cooking and sleeping. our tent is pitched on il
quite an elevated hill, it is what 1s called the commons, well tuffed :ﬁ
over, high@®nd dry.. A first great spring of water near by us. _OQur 4

+~

" A £ iy i B . ; —
horses is in goouw condition, rather on the improved. I think they are
the 02est horess- team that I have seen. T

Mey 12 Independence. '-é
The weather is moderating consideTable, quite comfortable, — ' .
sleeves, $Some appsrance of sprinz. Provender for horses very ! o

1n €4aiTe

nigh, no hav to be had, grain has advanced very iwuch and hard So be found.. "*
e spent whree day in hunting for corn, we at last found some which we i
peid $1.00 per bu. for and hasked it ourselves. We bought 23 bu. We e
shall probubly stary from here in two or three days. We yesterday

touzht & pair of mules, tolerable good size COST us $150. about half

broze.I think they will be & tolerable pair. We have also bought a

light wegon which we intend to load with corn to feed on the road un-

31T %he grass grows. The wagon cost us $43. We shall put a cover on E
it wnhich will cost $4. or $5. Our expenses are high taking all things e
in consideration. There is & great meny backing out znd returning it
nore cdiscoursged on &ccount of backwardness of the season ....... ';fE
5T & Searcity of grass and so many &f¢ going I do not know tut it will e
oe & hard time but I shall go zhead. We Are told in the old Bnok NOT A
.TO L9YOX BACKX BUT to press forward to the prise of the gold Reageon We n;
£e¢1l in company with 3 voung Men the first day that We started from 'ﬁ
nome that live in Barmingham 2 By tle Nume of higgins one By the 5
IFame of Arnalds We traveled together they have the Apearance ol Nice ;f
Yen one of them is now Sick But I think he is pgitting Better .
£.5. Jennev is quit unwell probably Will feel Better Wnen he zits a 1
Lit .le seasond to Canmp fere The Rest of us Are in good healih exeept

: 'C. Who 1s troubled With the diseas Galled laiseness he “is ‘the ]
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im skunk I ever saw & .Beal Bragardoza A grate fellow to Make some
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coponte in him vyou Nead Not say anythiag abous him 2
Y%e zet through &and he coes nBot do his part Better than he has he
17 have to pey forit in the cdistrabution of the property
els is.ona thing verry sure There Will Ee& Wo pardner ship ¥ith hia
ing tnrudon I like lir. BSwetd verfry Mucn so Zare I think he
Zond kind of & men T almost Trogot to tell wou &bouit one of
UMY 518 teeth I took & 1ittle cold on the SteamBonat anc 113;1_}T;tea+

v Remark &nd laugh &t himself he is & Real Nobody I am verry Much
) ks
-

e W bW e £l w

LE I R R T R T e

troulped for & or 4 odmys and when I got to Indipsndance 71 Lald I
EﬁtTrCuPQ came out very easv for 1t was wery Muck Materazted T asked
BB ctor the-ds what his cherge was he stid one ddller T caid T
GEG &t was rather hizh ne said 2 collars was the custarsery prise
B &f vees Zoing to Cal iforniz he only cherze me half nrice for he
se 1. e was going shere t00 he thouzht che would Yog Bea hard with Me
For I migalh v&nt his survises thare so T just paid him and went
abnyy gy -Dusiness. vou cen let Mr., Kittredge rsad this letter it
cuntiing-all thet [ have vo write at present. ¥ou must Eea very
ediinonaical for it willbea late. vefore we git throuzh vo Calilorni
ceceise Towhink feed .is goinz to bega scarce there is so many going and
we snell have to ghve our teams wmore tTime to Teed reep up good courage
T -sne &1 things. will come round xizki rite side up yet Aistle
sirie- o I=waat-you bo bo good - gikls - bew, Kind 0 yOUr A0%Her Ho toai when
T receive-& letter from youw. &1l [ wmayv heare. & good repart’ tena to
vour oook, &nd try to improve. . give my respecis (o &1l my Ifriends and

. Goc blsss-you.all I shall write @ Few lines &s ofven as T can
7y levter-will not-be long as I am & poor hand to write John Howletut

ofnRE: 8. Jenney We have Bin ready for 5 or 3. days %o, have

Surcday. — Independance , May 19 We are here yet on accouns of the ill
ried but_E. has Bin quit sick. buv is
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Fort Kearney, June 9th 1850

We srrived here last nisht We lefs Independance on
he =lst of iay with 2 Hr. higgins & lir. Arnold in company with us
ATEOTC Was sick or had bin for some deys but had got better We trave

Mr :
eled about 1 hundred miles when Arnold was taken worse and dide We
opurryed him by the side of the road on e Drearys and went on E S Jenny
wes sic« &lso when we left but is gainning fast dut has not ben of any
'sirvis to us yet in the way of work he has been verry peavish wanted

‘& grate deal of waiting on I had the diearhea when I left Independance

was verry sick the night before we left there with /hat old pain in my
8lide tut was beiter in the morning iy diearhea continued on untill d
;day befors yvesterday I think.I have got it checked but have bin reathe
‘weake ocut feel much better the rest of the boys is complaining som
Som 3 or 4 days ago we h&ve some hard rains which we think had a bad
&fect on the emigrants for the cholrea Taged verry bad we_passed a mx
nomper of feames that was ourying the dead and som more dying  there

was Iilve other temes tr&veling with us they lost two men with the cholra

We have not- seen or heard of any cholra for 3 or 4 days We were told
thet the Indians would be verry trou lesom but we have not bin troubled
aryvet we-stand gard every night to protect our teams Qur teawus

look verry well vet the grass is not so good as it was last year We
are over 3-hundred miles from Independance have traveled about 14 days
We have passcd through the most delighful seanrey that I ever saw  high
roling perdries not & tree nor schrub in sight for hours We have not
seen any buffaloes yet we see 1lots of antelops and wolves - They have
kept count oI the noumber of temas that has passed the fort this season
which falls out 1ittle short of 2000 I did not undesstand how many
persons out I should judge there could not bez less than 35000 persons
and we have passed on the road trovably 300 teams that are now behind

us and lots more coming  There are & grat many fomileys going some to
California and some to Uregon womemn and children of all classes abd xx
sizes  we-passcd a few day sincé& & family moving tO -regon the woman

had tin confind 3 or 4 day before in there tent Had &« fine boy all da
doing well  Bhe had aspring carige to lay in We have passed from 4 to
3000 nead of cittle that the emigrants are sriving to California and ;
Oregon It beats &ll I ever saw the road is lined with masses of living
beaings for miles and wiles you can see them before you and behind you

We are inaboul 330 miles of fort Larime we are told that we will be
~about half way through I want to write more hut have not time it is
sunday and we are buissey in over hauling and airing our beding and

provisions - We nad a verry hard rain last night with wind When 1%
rains here pores down verry hard I will write when I get to fort
Larims Excuse bad writing and spelling Give my respect to all
I wafit to—gege you all verry much tell the doct that Iwwill write to
him when I git throuzh ou can sho him this so he will now what spead
we are meking from your afectionat husbend & farther

John Howlett
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HUWLETLTT TO his WIFE

J;ghfqMiddle?Spring,'califofnié {:“:
- > - 18 October 1850

Dear Wife & Childrenl expect.-you are.waiting with great anxiety to -
hear from me I arrived here on the 3rd day of October after a long
and tedious journey of near six months - wrote to you when I was
at Fort Larimer I then stated to you that I had not ben verry well
but was getting better but it did not last long for I was taken
worse and was sick withe what they call the “ountain fever &nd was
quite sick for 3 weeks got better of the fever but the diarehi& con -
tinued verry bad till. I got to salt lake the grate Mormon city of
the west where-we stdyed about 2 weeks where I got quite well: 4
Here the other boys thought we had better sell the waggon aad pach -
I was aposed to it but I was one of three so they carried the day -
&nd we sold-the waggon 2 harnesses and bought one more horse that
gave ug 7 horses and mules, 4 to ride, 3 to pack When we started
we traveled about one hundred and nintey miles We had 2 horses s
stolen Irom us thet left us in a bad fix We had to pack the rest

of our horses with. our baggage an go on foot between 5 and 6 hundred
miles through the hots sun sand and dust  In crossing the forty.
miles- desart we had the misfortune to have one horse die and before. .
we got across 2 more gave out and so that we sold déne of thema
male for-35.00 dollars. . And then we was 2 hundred miles from where
I now write _We hed to hire some of our baggage carried and got -
along the best we could ~we suffered from fateigue verry much and
som fore=want of food though we did not suffer so much as a grate
many that we-saw on the road  when we got about 3 hundred miles

of gitting through we had to commence buying provisions which was.
high and -scasse I paid one dollar a 1lb. for bacon the same for
flour one doll for shugar per 1lb. - 75¢ for coffee We saw men that

+had nothing but meat to eat for days I will not undertak to

!

. describe-the-suffring of both men and beasts and the destruction of

\property in crossing the plains this.year for you could not amagine
inozﬁbign—th think that there could be such destruction without fire
jor water- if I live to see you I can tell you something about it
but I ®iIl not attempt to write it you will probably see accounts
T it from pens that 1s better able to write than mine: After
osing all our horse except 3 Child and Janny had an offer made
them by a man thatvww as going through with & number of wageaons

. and horses &nd cattle to drive a team So Mr. S8weet and myself took

our horses and mule that we had left and went on I hawe not seen
them since that is som 4 or § weeks ago They are ail out ofmoney
I had to advance money to by provisions nad pay other expenses on
the road which had reduced my funds considerably But I have sold
the horse and mule sold the horse for $44 and the mule for 55.00
dollaers and horses and mules are verry low expense them that are

in low flesh which I will assure you ours were I have not seen
sweet for 2 weeks he has gone to wook for an old miner gits his
beard and half that he can make he is east of hangtown about 60
nfles of sacremento city I am about 50 miles from Sacremento
city 3 miles from hangtown or more properly called pld&cerville

I had joined 3 other men in putting up & log house where the pros-
pect for winter digging is tolobale for I have ben to the city

of sacremento and bought som provisions It is & grate place for
one of its age I think I shall go to digging this winter but let
me tell you that California is not the place that it is cracked

up to be thare is & grate many men here that i8 not earning their
board Men with long fades wish they had never com here if 1
was &t home and new what I now no I should nct go but I am here



and must make the best of it If I have my health I shall try hard
but. my health is quite poor I have had the diahrrea for 2 week
feel verry bad by spell - My appitite is quite good but I am worn
down withe the journey feel week I have no energey left ny feet
and legs are verry much swolen but I keep about can do about & half

days work in a day I think after resting the weather gits cooler -

T shall feel better We are living in & tent at present we cannot
te verry comfortable we have got our house logs cut and drawed
and have commenced laying them up have got the boards split out

to cover it I think when we get into our house we shall feel bets-
ter I no but little about the mines yet I have not dug any
thare are 2 men that tents with p§s at present that is digging

they are new beginners at digging some days they take out 5.CO
dollars: som 20.00 daellars it is thought that the méners are not
doing so well this season as last my advice to all whome is des-

iring to come to california is just to stay to home if anyone asks

you how- your husband likes california tell them to take my word for
it that I do not like it yet but am in hopes to before I come back

i &m verry-glad that there is som other way of gelting back besides
crossing the plains as they are called but just dmmagin what kind
of plains-they are when I tell you that more than two thids of the
way is- over mountains through mud holes over rocks imagin the
worst roads in Gods world that teams and waggons ever passed Over
and you-ceannot begin to think anything about it I saw Mr Drak of
Republic he-is in sacremento in the grocery buissness I also saw
e....J081in he was in the city buying provisions to cary into the
mines. I saw lewis Stringes at a place called Cold Spring He told -
me that-his father was dead which newes you have probably had
vefore this time Lewis is a hard case from what I can leern the
Patrick Boys are about 5 miles from Cold Spring worShless creatures -
drinking-and gambling this is what mr Drak sais and others R

John Howlett kol
'Ditécﬁgﬁbggiéttersﬁto‘Sacrementb City California ‘
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