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70 CALIFORNIA IN 1850.
 Isaac .Julian‘ Harvey
| 1816-1899.

 Travels to Missouri 1in 1839 and : 4

 The Journey to California in 1850.
£ T :
This journal was written by Isaac Julian Harvey in

1897 at the request of his grand daughter Miss
Rhoda Swinnerton of San Luls Oblspo, California.
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. llluourt River at St, Joseph the 20th.ot !lw 1850,
: tho ehnlcrl for 1000 ailes,

well.

| uysolf g0 1 just started on the wagon tracke.

Louls and then to Onr*olton ‘up the Missouririver,

7 triptomuomhhlma'-'u
I nﬂvortiud ror 12 mhantu to go to cal.!.fornin. vh oaogou

and worx and gtve ae one half or tho n:et proooedn for 12 mnthn after

our arrival in the country, I eoon got my nuaber nnd 1 eronod the :
¥e trnvonod wnl 4
None of my ecnpany had any touch of l.t.
1 hul two horges at the -tart for my owa use to hunt grass :nd wvater
-uh_ud of the ugug. 1 had three and 5 pqir of cattle to neh. ‘Wwe :
ghipped our _ugoni tmd.elothing.'ct'o. to.cimtmu and thence teo 8t,

Goins-up the

.‘nnourt River we were e¢rowded with passengers for callfornh and the

boat had many cases of sasllpox, When we lnndod at Carlton one ot

;‘IU men John Mills, a bis Scotchman broke out with the dl.uuQOa- 3

nao nrrnnsonnt- to leave him to be ured for as n was only about

tl

; 50 uun to Utica up Grand Rhor 'h-ro I intended to ceamp for 10 or

20 days to buy more onttlo and vtlit uy fathers family. I bought

oxen enough to start with the wagons and our lugguge so we bid Johl
goodbye. I told hia the rosd and where he could find us when he got
It was drlzzlfns every day., After we had gone 8 or 10 miles

ovef folllng prairies scame otithn boys l;l a ®man pop over a rtd&o‘ ;

tith a blanket over his hoad. Ve uioppoa the tesms and rode hask %o

_see and rure enough thero was John l111| 1n the rein sand a tnlly

developed case of emallpox, I asked him 1; he was e:az;. Ee sald
" Hdt much® made up my nind that I was not going to stay there ﬁg '
I thought I eould

uaus your esmp aometlnc that nlght. Thl toans were waiting 20 John

got in a wagon and we drove on until evening and thon campﬁd for the
night, Next morning we ali started in good shape, John Mills ne
worse, That evening we locatea near Utloa, south of the west hrnnnh
of Grand River about 50 milee outh of my fathere in Grundy County.

i stopped two dnys to arrangc things before I etarted for Grund —
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county.
‘ and nnno of the otherl arfoc‘tod.‘

- got there.

eould tmdcﬂt and him.

b 4 utmed h: 10 or 12 ﬂuc uul teuﬂ Imc nvwd unl nn
I found uy folka an wen except
Bro. Enn. He wes uuuo!_-_ of the sounty snd was lrying .o:t when I

He neeisted ae in buying stock und 1 =0ld 80 -sores for

¢3.5o per acre that I pum 92.50 ycr sore in 1839 nnd tonk -y m in
- cattle and top prices.

© About the lst of May we started ror St Je on the luuourl River,

On the mhofmn'
Good rnh,

Drove very slowly vatching for good graes.
erosssd the éavqr and stsrted for 6rogon snd Californlce
and ﬁlonty of 51-;--. Ye ;ot out nbout 200 -uu st noon as ve dtq.
eat luneh and turned to see our teams. We haf fer nnn dayl hu 2
meeting teanms eoulns bask and roporung the ono).ou vas very bed up
the Platte River. FWell, one wagon hed lost its ceap iuttxo and I

vas walting for a retumtng ugon to buy one. Imo ve were eating

" one of the men cslled to me that there were two wagons on the Feturm.

I unt down teo thn roaﬂ ahcaﬂ of the teamas and 'lnlted for them to

eome up. ¥hon they got to 0ne thore was only one driver, a young man
not over 20 years old driving both teans. He was crying ond making
such a fuss that I had great difficulty in finding out what vas the
mstter. Finally I got the tenal‘stoppcd .and him quietod'u that I
He niﬁ his uncle in the Rind vwagon vas Qeed

and hed bun since :esterda;f and his fathor was in tue tront. vagon

nesrly died last evening. Ko ons would eome near him tc buby his
4

e

1 ordered him to r!.u out on &

uncle so ho had driven ell :ught.

- niee grasey knoll end unhitch his eattle se they were starved, About

orazy he obeyed me like s ehild, I returned to my camp and roportu
the fecte end requested them to follow me down to the wegone and we
would dis a 5ruo and bury the dead nan.

weagon had a epade or choul as part ot the cutﬁ.t. I locsted tho

They got ehovels u Onch

grave and they had it about dug and ecae of thc:n went after thﬁ dead

unele. About this time the young man broke looee a wonderful howling
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‘poth men in side by eife.
~ 4¢hing to eat and let Irls tcu £111 up. lo holped him httch up hl. '

upullnﬂto
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-na uu his- hthor = ‘od aho 20 tm: onhrgd tm grgvo and m
=y qutotul the young -an and gave him o-o-

t-ant ml ho started Cor llsnuri grntu inprovod. we m‘b 5
our wagons and hitchesZ and I ssddled one of my ssddle horus (et 2)

and 1ot the other felZow &on;. I al.n;- went ghesd in the attor-
noon to £ind a good emmping plm which required thru thinge, tud.
water and grass. EBafmre 1 lott the wagons 1% was very plain that

. my orowd all had the Xlues and we met snother returning erowd ef

several Wegons who hed® tna' as far out as the South Platte. Among
thew was @ man by ths meme of Jjohn Renfro thst I hal bought Pre-
empt ions rm in 18%%. He advised by all means to turn ‘buk &g
everybody was dying af ahol.cn and told se of several of n acquaim~
ances, Nordike and Ssott clqse by me in Niesourl, My men talked :
with the crovd with Long fncel. - X wns Ionderins h: nyu'i.t what e
do. return back thrm thc oholgn. about as bad an in trent. u'

business all diserramged and my outfit varthhu. ‘1 finally made
go shewd as far as I could and nako the round trl.y 7

if ay hulth and etrength permitted. As soon as oy nina vas full.;
gettled and determimsd on going throush and nothing else my energy
and confidence ntumﬂ fo me and I Was cheerful and jolly from
that afternoon throwgh the entire trip houe. That ﬁcnlns and
night was s gloowy time With ay men but I 41 not let on end vas

jolly and determined on my course of motion. Next norni.ns at

hitehing up time I g=ve ‘orders as usual. The aen drove up tlu :

cattle and hitched mp the tesms and then stood in 2 and 3¢ in
close conversation. I let them talk ground some litth time then
I quietly gald “Boy® you have boen coneulting aagg::gourulvu ;

yesterday artornoom and nearly all nlsht and all this. mrn!.ns

ycu have decided and one thing oortnn

I do not care very mh what
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I do not propose to oppose any of yqu‘or all 1f jéu wish te go 5\;
back home. You cn have one tesm end pleaty or"ﬁéov‘l-ton- to

tnkc you, Ae for the 'othir two wagons end teszs I am going to try

ana get through with thea.
You Iknov I have two srddle animals and I now csn tell you that z
have Qsoo.oo in gold and I sa ;o!.ns through ir 1 can. no turnug

bask utn me. If any or 81l of you -un to contlnm the trip 1
will do all 1 esn to get you throuah and spend every dollar I
huvcllf nescessary. You have 21l heard shat I said, It is nn' for
you to decide for yourselves.
nnt one pound of provisions can any qt you lun to retura on anl'
no teen vhile I am alive.® 1 waited some flnc.'pcrhspt half ea
hour; It was Jim Xinsey's dey to drive in the leed as the {sems
led day adout. I said to Jim,"Lead off" as though I knew he would,
He aiowly went up to his tesm snd started thea headed for Oregon oF

Californis. I rode slong the line and told the boys mot to be so

slow as vo are helf an hour behind time nnd they fell in hohlnd Jia~

lincey. Told Jll to move on as everythin; was roaﬂy., Jil ctartol

up and ovcryonp followed and by noon all were Jolly and sald they

uould go through or die in the attempt. Froam that day on we were

known ae the Jolly crowd. There was a tess and 4 men that followed

us up the Platte Rtvcf. very nieo‘young men. Thelr captain vas

‘taken with choleps very bad. The voys worked hard 311 night with

hi- and he pulled through and whnn we got to Bouth Plntto he was

'riding his horse and bossing hta toa-.

South Platte is wide and very chanaeahlo bottol, quick land.

Meny tesmes had great trouble in croseing.
to each team and ordered two men on each side of s team 20 as to

keep them etraight and not to alIor'then_to stope 1f one of them

i, - 10 -
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If you leave =¢ I éan'gtt two drivéds,

Rtturn ir ;ou pretor but aftor thln ;

I had five palr of enttl.o -
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half way ACTOEE ho ‘stepped !nto a deep place

'm the quick gand.
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fell dotn in the quieknnd m the othcr- goi.ng md puu thu out,

I rode in tront amt we went seroes tlthout an;r ‘trouble, only tho '

boys were wet. up to their walste. JIne or two fell down and 5ot tot

311 over - that wns only r\m for the othern.

in after laeins ua crou 80 e-:ily Brown on hie horao ahead but he

had only one drhor wadins to krep the team novlns. After about

some or the teu did the seme. The waeon 'topped and was uttnns

Oapt., Erowsn ®was a very profsne man a.nd he rodo
back in a perreot. rage, ordered

.tralghtcn the team and evcrj =an to a wheel
1 rodle back and directed and helped

and he off his horse

1ifting at a wheel himself.

on the off slde of the team == ¥8 got across on a beauti.ful mendow

We -o:n set our tents and sent tha stock to

and hundredn of teums.
grass ‘htch was in great abﬁu‘.‘m. ;
Frovn g>t =cross he wae takan w!.th a chnl

As goon ag Capt.

and #1l hande dld everythine they cou.ld but the cho].en. had him in

the worst form. In two hours =z wae ecarcely nothing but ekin and

iting and purglng m,..s.inuously £0 1on5 ss he had ¢

bones, voa
onaclo-u =ntil about 2 o'clock anﬂ then quit

'ntrengrt;h. He lmy unc

breathing. I did not have =sxy 20
‘elock that oun!.ﬁs It

-
-

at hin when he was taken dowva ehout 10 o
ar evening. eo common in that country. i i
nnﬂ 20529 dying. You

some fe' non : '

wag a beautiful cle
atroned out smong the 8.15!‘1!!128, zany ul..

hear the lamentntiom of wives ond children,
ature very gyspathetlc althougzh I had uohoolod

could
sobbing. I Am by n

myeslf for the last month to

and geo men dying nearly every &ay. That evening I broke down but

lone, no one to e =ffected by ny weaknena..

-n- :
\

was all n Ahout thl-

t _('-r'o_gam Valdi
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The Brown team startd

and went all undor and

211 hsnde out in the water to help

pe of ‘his recovery after 1 loolr.od

control myeelf to help bury the dead '
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goln; eouth to get out of tho cholern.
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time I hnnrd a young girls voice -'ihs was singing . iittidf

childlah aong.' I rox1o-od the round and found & slrl clenntn;

up her few dlahes and baktns bread for tonorrow and hor rsthnr
Her mother was dead .

and sho and her fathor had etnrted for Orogon with 2 pair of oxon'

bluoa and returned to cunp to see tnat Capte. Bro-n vas pn:t hope

and the boye sald he was gone. Next mornlng we hurlod ‘hiam. Tho .

three others propoaod to me to leavs th.ir -agon a- it !ll rathpr

hsary and glve me four steeru and 2 yoke of cattle to haul thnlr

grub and luggage to Portland. Orcgon. I coneented and we all 3ett

B ¢ 1111 here nention we bild Kit Carson goodbye as he vas
Ve had truvelod geveral

through.

days together but he would not trevel or camp near the enlgrant .

trains - #a1d he would prefer fighting Indiane thanxtravol hohlul

4.

" emlgrant wagons with . ¥RolE goodr tied ug /s bows 1oadod, falltng.

down and going off evory few daye. One morning just &e a8 Iargo

trein was finishing breskfast a young man wae setting on a Wagomn

tongue had londed his piatol and cnpped it, Hie thumb slippod

off the cock #nd shot him in the breast end he fell over dend,

nevcr gpoke. - Carson and I vere about 20 yaros avay and we got

there juet ae they were ratetng him up. Hie father, mother ana

neveral trothere ond eletere were around hia - tne mother woeplng _Vﬁ

over him nnd all the family., Ve turned awny and Caraon ‘sald I

have been telling you sall the time these eaigrante not Xnoming
how to uee firesrms were more dangerous to themeelvee and everyone

around them. Thie is the eame Indlsn flghter and guide to Gen.

Fremont in 1845, (He and old Jim Beckworth of Buckworth Valley

tn rlumes County) I herfed cattle with hia in 1852 and 535 and I

- 12 = :
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eaw a fresh grave and anothn- grave dug alrendy tor use.

and'they gala 4 or s dayﬁa
. I mention this circumatance to show the kind or men croeelng the

" grase, the beet grage for stock I ever sav.

knn- a11 of hil book bororo hn wrote 1t., w.-aii novod on in aood i
hoalth. Plenty of cholera as over in a Hollou we round 28 fresh.

'gravea. among thea onn of my best friende a tannor ln Tr.nton.

Missouri - Scott Noradyto. Evorybody wae more rceoncllod to scotn"‘

death., I rode ofr'ihe road 2 or 300 yards to a wagon and tent and
esﬂ bnfore I got to them 2 men lhoot their piutols at a nark, L

1 ongorod
into oonxersation with them and they told @e- four of them h-ﬂ
startod for Calirornla and pledged themselves to sta: togcthsr ina'

help each other and bury tne dend na long ae they could, Ths frclh:

-graxe thore 18 one of us snd the unoccuplod grave iu for nnothnr of

ue in the tent hreathing hie last. As soon as he 1- deaﬂ and burlcl

we 1ntond 'to move on if the cholera does not catch either or us
before we get started. I asked them how Iong they had been there

I rode on and they resumed their ahootlns.

plains in those early daye. The braveet of the brave,. kind heartod.

honest and full of energy. As a rule the conardly di4 not start

and the sickly dared not eo to take them as < body of men they have
never been surpasaed in any way, Dhyaicnlly apl mentally as tice

: hau provod.

He travelled up Wind River by court Houze rock. up eweet water

through the south peese. I Ins looking for a nerrow gorge of nount- :

-mine just wlde enpugh for 8 wagon end team to squeeze through. On.

afternoon I left cweetwater to ny left looklng for grase for canp.

Camp on the river and drive the stock up the mounmdn to good bunch |
I d;d not find png

just to suit me. Looked eouth aéros. S!qetwatér. as I‘cuﬁpqsod

about = mile off so I started to croes over. hen I went to eross T
.f-lB -
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_the a-nn creek, whno my noru wu drlnklng 1 sav tho 'nt.l' rmiu

to ﬂ’ l'lght °
 when 41d I oroes Sweetwater and get turned nrounn.

‘dofenee.

I knew I ltugtcﬂ
out on the north side and hed baeu travclins up streaa to ay left.f'
All of a sudden it oceured to me thnt I hed paseed through the .oush
pass and thls wag the wntar from the famous Paclrio Springl londin;
to Gresn Rlver. I was through the South Pass end 414 not know whna

I went througn., I was then on the Pacific elope and crossed over uml

found a good eamp.

I went north of 3alt Lakn ctty as the mormons waro down on
Miueouriane generally qnﬂ mnny ¥iseouri tralns got into trouble, .If
fhair stock got into gardens or any flelde they were finoﬁ hnsvllj{
It wae charged that the mormons would turn the cattle in on purpose _f
to make trouhle. 1 knew many enigrantu that were ruined and had te
work their wey to Qrebon or Galifornis. 1 went across Bnrt Rlver,

one of the noet besﬁtitul valleys I ever saw,- mlles up and dewn

the Valloy the Wavlng ¥wild flax about three teet high 1n tull blocl.
a beautiful blue, _ y o Sl ' el g

At Fort Hall on the routh bank of the south fork of the COIuhQ '
bia 31Ver, cslled Snake Kiver, the Hudeon Bay Coapsny was in full
blnlt. The store end all the hulldlngs were surrounded by heavy
adobe walla. 10 or 12 feet high, about 6 feet thick. heavy doors
cloned the ontrance and all thelr buudinge 1naidc were forts for :
They only let in a few of the Illé.!rlbes at a time and‘
put b,fei of the head zen and women in the guasrd houee as hoetage

for the good tehavior of the tribe while the trndlag was going on,

'Théy trsded with theam through a long window,‘on;y a limitéd nunber

sllowed 1nelde the corral at a time. Capt. Grant, an Englishman

wae in commsnd and had been for many year!.. He hnd_@' gquaw
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For a few neconﬂs I was the worst loat men ln Anertel - :fﬁ
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