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REMARKS ok

I have written this journal to send to friends at home, hop-
ing perhaps at some future time I may read it agein myself to ree
fresh my memory or perhaps soma other one of our company may; theree
fore I bave mentioned more partlcularly many incidents and referred
to places that will maks it monotonous and uwminportant te thoss who
bave never traveled over the road. But to those of cur ecmpany it
will bring to mind those places and incidents of interest that inm
all probability will never again be Been or experienced by thenm,

Marysville, California, 1865 GECRGE HARTER
Revised in 1902 GEORGE HARTER

A DESCRIPTION OF A TRIP FROM CASS COUNTY, MICH-
IGAN, TO HAnYSVILLE, CALIFORRIA IN 18&,

In the spring of 1864, I rented my farm and had my sale on the 2nd day of
April, The following wesk I with Isaac R. Banta of Preble County, Ohio, started
gouth through Indiana for the purpose of purchasing mules far the overland trip.

I purchased one span-at Elkhart County, Indisza, end sent theu back to Lewis Eufter
and Rebart Wiley to work them %0 & wagon I had built for the trip and meet us et
Omaha, Nebraska, together with my wife and two children; Jay F., five, and Are-
delle, thres yesrs old,

¥y famlly wemt by railroad to Grinnell, Iowa, es far as the railroad was
then built, then staged ofer 200 miles to Ozmahaw and arrived there the first week

"4n Yay,

Yir. Banta and I wen® to Louisville, Kentucky, and bought males that we
wanted and shipped them down the Ohio river to Cairo, then up the lilssissippl and
Missouri rivers to Glaggo es far as the beat ¢ould go in the low stage of water
then in the river. Ve lsnded our stock and rode and drove 200 miles to Omsha,

Ve feund our company all there camped 2 miles out in the eountry where thore
wes plenty of fine feed for owr stock. e bad shippsd ope wsgon and ell owr geods
by raeilrcad, They were delayed scmewhere and we wore deteined here between five
end six weeks and got most all except the wagon which belonged Yo Lewls Harter,
It was getting late in the sezson 50 he bought a wegon and we loaded up end started
oan the 18th day of June with four mules to each wagon, ir. Wiley had found suit-
aeble company and acquaintances from Cass County, hichigan, snd bad gone on go it
left us four grown persans and two children in cur mess, alse a dog that had been
lost and left at the ferry between Council Bluff and Ozaha. He was a ncble watch

‘dog as we learned later as we traveled through the Indian countries., He was an ex-

ception among merny dogs that started but wost of them never got through on that
long journey,

Our camp life hare becsme rather nonotonous so we found a few days work in
the neighborheood helping plant corn. VYe then concluded to try building Central
Pacific Rialroad which had just comsenced grading on the west bank of the liissouri

"river, Each of us.men shoveled a day and felt proud that we helped build a roale

road bui concluded to forgo any further honors but leave all that to more aspiring
ones,

I had thirty bushels of wheat chopped to feed on the road where grass was
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‘and traveled one day vith them. rassed a grave inscribed on headboard "Kikked by 3

scaree., That with proviniom for four months end eloth}.ng and bedding made up our
load. The emigration that year was very heavy end nearly all had gone on befare,
Ve started along expecting to overtake same aompany. The weather wes warm and dry
and the roads very good. The seccond night we canped on the flats of Elkhora Creek
on very tall grass, Close around our wagons we >icketed our animals vith ropes
forty feet long, These ropes are tied to iron steaks 1. inches long driven im the
ground with rings in the top end, Here the mosquitoes ware 8o plenti.ful and fe-
rocious they covered the mules as with a blanket, :

By midnight the mles got so excited they were likely to get lose and leave
us, 80 we hitched up and started. 4s long as we were among these pests we made
night drives, starting about sua down and drove all lﬂ.ght and canped the first
auitabh place in the mni.ng

We traveled this way 150 miles to Loopfork river. This atroam 1s nesr half
a mils vide. Ve hzd to ferry a parrov channal then ford ths rest of the way through '
dangerous quismand Te got through all right but heav loaded wagons geserally
hed tzoubls

Here we saw the first Puwne Indians, Theycmintathsemigrantcmpl p
begging bresd. Ly vife bought a pair of moccasins from a sguav forr 25 et. They :
wera Gressed in vsual Indisn styls, vhich is a bxeeeh-olm and a tannsd Buffalo
skin over the ghouldsers,

Heﬂaweveﬂmhofmﬂi@sbythem‘aa{%mmmm They hed
horas teams and we conslvded to trevel together end try and overtsks a herge train
that wos several days shsed, Yo still £2da scmo night drim.

Omraﬁhyoawa north elde of Plot river and w thiavaneyinmphm
is very rich and fine ecmtry but lecks entirely for timber,

Thore 19 e 1ittls coctterwocd of en fnferior geowth on the immodinte bagks ‘
of the river which is ell the tizber in gight for londreds of miles, :

Tvo hundred and sfnty-tirce miles brought ws opponite Part Kerney which is
aa the &pnmﬁ:a side ¢f the river, Hore wo zaw the grave of krs, Linsey froa iiles,
Eiehigen, uhaminaﬂ:mmﬁ the horsa got frig f‘.e..;dwdmnaﬁaythrowix
her out, hurtinz hﬂ- go che died in a few days.

: She was omer of a trein of five wagons and cntﬂt, whiich wvas all sold ocud
here and ths train brokea up,

Alcag bere were the mest beautiful wﬂd flowers I ever saw,

This P.de it rained hard vhich scftensd the rosd very much, To here the roads 3
vere very fine, emcoth, hard and level, Wext day we traveled and overtock a trein ;o

accidental discharge of his own gun®, Hext mrn:lng it began to rain and contimed
89 we lay by two days,.

During this time we called a meeting and elected Jobn Scanlding Captain of
the train, 7This was neccesary to manage stooping and atart:lng and various matters
to expediate travel, .

Third day part of us pulled ocut and drwa twelve miles and passed the Hrnt
grave inscribed on headboard ®Killed by Indians®, Date of this was six woeks o=
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vious, 4leng here we improved the opportunity of securing some wood for fuel and
~ swinging it under our vagons or cutting it al; into chips and putting it inside,

Our guide book said no more wood for a number of days. Te bad an émigrant
stove which is & great saving of wood over camp fire. It is made of sheet iren
- 12 by 12 inches square and 2 feet long with two holes on tp for cooking and an
oven below, This stove with one joint of pipe answers every purpose for cooking
and baking with an incfedible small emount of wood, We could set it in the wagon
- end bake bread as we wers golng on., Tonight we camped on a Beautiful plain on the
bank of Flat river. Here we lay over Sunday and the remainder of our train came
up Honday morning. This is the 4th of July but we had to pursue our journsy, In
a fow miles we came to the first hills vhich were sandy and hard rulling for several
miles. Ve stopped at noon as usual, As we were hitched and ready to start there
came & severe storm of wind and rain and soon followed a pelting hail storm straight -
in our face 80 we hed to jump out apd cateh our teams to keep then from wpsetting
the wagons, Ve kept cireling around with the wind and when it quit raining we
were headed right to continue our Journey. : :
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This we called our 4th of J\ﬂy celebration,

This P.if. we had a great daal of water and mud and at night camped at Pawne
springs, Here were a number of besutiful springa of cool water, The second time
we found good water since we left Oxaha, This wes the greatest hardehip for me
on the vwhole trip and the only time in my life thet I craved for vhiskey, The Plat

‘river water is so much glleli the more you drink the thurstier you are, Next =
day had fine roads. Camped on the banks of the river, : ‘

Here we first discovered alkali on the ground fc#‘ming quite .a cruat in spots,

. Nights were cool with heavy dews. Hore is the Junction ef Horth and South Flat.
{1 rivers, : : :

The Plat 4a a very ewift but wide end shallow running strean. It 1s alweys
nuddy but lately more so because of the melting enow 4n the mountains, Ths river
bottoms here extending far back on beth sides to the nountains,

s

Hext day drove fourteen miles, Three ailes heavy sand hill roads, On these
bills were a band of thirty or forty Sioux Indians. They came to the rosd to trade
dressed skins and moccesins fer somsthing to eat, They were of both sexes and all
ages, All the men and boys hsd their bom erd a quiver full of arrows etrapped on
their backs, Some on horse back follonwsd us into cezp but left =8 eoon as supper
was over. Next night camped on Buffalow creek, Next nicht cemped near the river
and had a heavy rain in the evening, Kext day in scme places for miles aleng side
of the road for & few feet wide theore stood a thick growth of flower zbout two feat
high bearing full of verigated purple flowers ebout the size of helf a dollar, It
looked as though they had been placed there to break the monotony and cheer the
weary traveler on his way. Camped egain on the bank of ths Plat cn a fine plain,
Next day Sunday lay by. After dimner Lewis Harter and myself tock ocur guns waded

the river two feet dedp and half a mile wide and started into the bluffs for a
hlmt. . i i

The hills ﬁere are high and rugged,

'On reaching the top we found a level table-land as far as the eye could see

with but little growth except cactur or prickley pears vhich covers the ground in
plae.eu. . ) E
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We had not gone far when we saw an Antelope. In following him ve started
an Elk but he was soon out of sight. There were plenty of intelopes and we could
hardly decide which to follow, In rambling we came on a slight raise and saw three
Antelopes grazing cuite a distance away. Soon two started towards us, e chose a
spot and lay dowi flat; Lew rested his gun on me, 2Precently one ran off the other
came on quietly grazing until within fifty yards and iay down broadside to us,
Lev fired and hit him in the hind quarter, he jumped end ran quite lame, but soom
lay down again. He gave him another shot vhich killed him., I cut his head off and
we picked the long old hair off which came out in large handfulls. After taking
out the entrils and cutting off the legs we swung it on a gun between us and starte
ed for our camp and were in sight of it at sundown, ;

We struck the head of a ravine which we thought would lead us to the river
opposite our camp and we could reach there soon after dark. We wound around and
over rocks and steep decents and at dusk came where the water, when there was any,
passed through the mountains, It is a narrow passage through a soft rock apparente=
ly worn by the water to the depths of some fifty to eighty feet. By looking up we
could see & few stars and the moonlight. At some places it appeared not more than
fifteen or twenty fest across the top and so narrow vhere we were for rods that
trwo persons cannot pass conveniently.

Ve traveled on apd on expecting soon to come to the river. The moon went down
and the Antelope grew very heavy. We rested and traveled again and after a long
time came to the river,

Here we were £1ghting a svwarm of mosquitoes not knowing whether to go up or
down the river to come to our camp, After a while we discovered vhat we thought
was a cam>-fire probably on our side of the river. Ws started and discussed and
doubted whether it is a star or a light, After a long walk we came opposite what
we thought might be cur camp. After teking a good rest and planning that Lew shouls
take the lead, as he was & good ewirmer and if he fell in deep water I could pull
him back with the gun., We started straight for the light sometimes midwaist deep -
in water but kept on slowly. After becoming satisfied it was our camp we fired
two pistol shots which brought an answer from the guards, They had raised a lanterr -
high as they could above a wagen to signal us, When we reached shere wo were met
by many people of the train who alamred fearing we had been captured or lost as we
learned aftervards others had been in that region of the country, The Capt. bad
arranged that next morning all the men should starb out with one days rations in
search of us, but we disappointed them when we brought them an Antelope which was
the first game brought in by any hunters, except sege hens and jack-rabbits,

It was now after twelve oYelock,

There were two butchers in the train and next morning they soon skinned and
divided gmonz the different companys and after breakfast all agreed it was delde
clous, but well earned, Ilionday we again struck sand hills and came in sight of
chimney rock which is forty iniles away, but apparently not over five miles, Dis=
tance is very deceiving here to the eye, :

Fe passed today ancient castles., They are high perpendicular soft rocks forme
ing columns and spires and presenting the general appearance of ancient ruins,
To-night we camped near a large cattle train going tc Idsho. We got all the milk
we vanted by milking it ourselves which we did very willingly. Te had a delicious
supper of milk and mush, and for breakfast mush and milk, Ye carried a can of
milk and in the evening it had churned some butter. This eve a man in the train
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was throum from his mule knocking out some teeth and bruising him considerable,
Next dsy passed Chimney rock, Court-house and Scots Bluff., These are all oa the
opposite gide of the river. Chimney rock is circular shaped of perhaps sixty feet
in diemeter at base and tapering a ways then carring its size to the top which is
said to have been two hundred feet high but of ‘late part of the top fell off,
Court-house rock is a large square perpendicular rock flat on top with a cupola

~on top in the center. Scots Bluff is a small mountain in a level plain as are the

other two just described, Cemped at Spring creek. Good water but little grasa,
Here we crcssed the line between Nebraska and Idaho, ;

Hext day noon stopped near the river and drove our stock on an island to gragse'.

Suddently we saw an Indian coming full run on a pony holding out a letter which was

a signal of a message to us, It was a letter from U.S. Upper Plat Indian Agent
warning all emigrants to be on their guard as there are hostile Indians in the
vicinity, L

Ve gave the Indian some bread and he went on to the_next train behind,

We drove up to the agency and stopped for the night. Te were told by the
U.S, Agent, lir, Lores (who was formerly from Eaton, Ohlo, and well acquainted ebout
there) that all we had heard was trus and much more, He gtrongly advised us to re-
main here for safety until matters became more settled and until treins came u in
sufficient strength to defend themselves, Next morning cur trein sent a lotter
of warning by an Indlan to a train still farther back but alas too late, The night
bafore the villeins had come upon them and killed one men wounding ancther and
runnling off with their muleas, 5

This was nearly on the seme ground vhere we had cemped the night bsfore,
There were at this time at this agency over cne hundred wigwems built of tanned
Buffaley skin varying from ten to twenty feot in dismeter and taperibg to a point
at the top, There were here about five hundred Indisns of all ages auong them
near two bundred warriers, These Indians were friendly end had collected here for
two causes, First = for safety from the iinnescta Souiys who ere a part of their
own tribe but had broken out in hostility egainst the whites, Second - to attend a
sun dance they were ebout to hold, The agent told us that as long as we stayed
hers we need fear nothing from the idnnesotas, He had Indians ss aspies cut all day
and all night watching the enermy and if they should come upon us every warrior would
turn out end defend us and themselves.

Their wigvems were arranged in a large half circle on a large level open plain
of lerd end in this circle they trained and maneuvered for two days, All warriors
and gocd horsemen mounted on ponies paraded and loped and ran most furiously arocund,
lien and ponies palnted ear style and wound up with a sham battle with bow and are
row- and rifles, ;

They bad arranged some of their own party out in the low hills end as far as
they were seen coming in, the war whoop was given and a furious dash was made to
meet them, and they were folloved into the hills out of sight, Next day they
raised a pole in the center of the ground with many ceremonies, where they erected
a shade or tent made of branches of trees, under which the sun dance commenced on .
Sunday evening and to continue for tro days and nights without cessation under this
tend. They had a large skin half tanned and dried stretched and placed on sticks
driven in the ground standing about a foot high around which old men with a stick

in each hand as many as could sit on the ground in reach were pounding on this.

skin and singing in utter confusion and hooping and hollewing, The squaws stand
ing around singing end soreaching all together making the most hideous nolse I ever
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heﬁrd. All this was done in as solemn 2 manner as you ever saw a [uneral lwﬂu .

To us emigrants it was as amusing as it was strange, but I don't think any-
one attempted any disrespect to their wership, ..nothe: ceremony under this tent
was big vigorous and athletic bucks vho were competing for the chieftainship of the
tribe and to test their grit and endurance, on each shoulder blade there was a
pinch of skin taken up and a knife pierced thru it, through which a thong of Buf=
falow skin was passed, by which a dried Buffalow head was suspended reaching near=
ly to the ground, With this they danced and Jumped and raced around and the one *
who held out longest was the rictor and chosen Chief, . ’

These Sioux are a very large and robust tribe of Indians,

There is a white man here who is married to a 8quaw and hes: several childe
ren. He is emsloyed by the agent as an interpreter and bookkeeper and he is a
good scholar, - :

Thée Indians will all beg and some till steal, They stand around at meal time
watching and locking very wishful and ready to take anything that may be offered
to them, : :

This is on a large bottom lard on Plat river with plenty ¢f grass and fine
vater. Ve got plenty of milk by wilking cows in the cattle trains s also butter-
milk which was a real treat, Ve lay here from Thureday ?.ii. until Tuesday mora=~
ing., Ve started cut in a train of over a hurdred wagons and scme loocce stock, Wa
traveled and cemped together two days and nighte., It is very tedlious and difficult
getting aleng vhere there are so many together. The second dey we passed a dead
Indian dispcsed of in their usual way, The body is wrapped in a blanket, 4 scefe
fold is built of farked poles in the ground six or eight feet high, and poles and
branches placed across on which the "good" Indian is placed, or scmetimes this 4s
arranged in a low tree, By his side is placed a bow and arrow and undernsath a
pony 18 killed for him to ride in the happy land, All this the squavs do and all
the ordinary drudgery of 1ife is here, After the geme is killed and brought in she
takes charge of it, Finds her wood which is carried on her back frequently a long
distance, She dresses all the skins and mskes ell the moccssins and does 2ll1 the
moving which they do so mueh of, ; s

Third day we came opposite Fart ILerime., The train es we had formerly traveled
together vwhich was all horges ard mulea crossed over and the eattle continued on
the north side of the river, I expected to have some blacksmithing dons here
but could get aleng without as everything was so dear,

Horse shoeing 116,00 oer span, Horse shoe nails $4.00 per 1bb. and every-
thing else in proportion, This is a military stetion and cuite a village besides,
Here I saw iir. Esra Chambers from Eaton, Ohio, in the military service. Ve lay
here until next day noon when our Indian fears had partly subsided. In talking
with Col, Colins, commander of the post, he assured us there was good grounds for
apprehending danger. e had then concluded to leave the cattle train and go up on
the south side of the river, tle told him our strangth which was thirty men, He
said we might possibly go through safely, but cautioned us to be closely on our
guard and carry our guns constantly in sight, as much depended on us shoving our-
selves. He said Irdians would not attack a train without first following a day or
two, skulking in the hills and watching how everything was managed, There were
three more guns procured and we started out into the black hills shich are rizhtly
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named, Here we had ocur first rough roads and there was not another day on the vhol-
trip that we did cross over or near by scme hills or mountains, There is but little
more trouble for wood as there are some scrubby cedars in the mountains and Bage

brush in the valleys, The women are no longer seen gathering Buffalo chips in their

apron 1o cock thelr meals with, They were a poor substitute in our stove. Te had
hauled wood to here over three hundred miles, The second day from larime we over=-
took a train from Kentucky bhaving thirty-five fine horses and three wagonse

Mr, John Telsh the owner of the train wms left sick at the Fort. ils father
with his two scns and two daughters and some hired help were going on with the

train. The father had been sick and one of the daughters was then quite sick, '.l‘d-,‘

day we passed another dead Indian disposed of in the usual vay,
The boys were carrying guns to shoot Indiaxis 80 one tried his hard on this

. one, but I think he did not hurt him, Cemped on the bank of the Flat river, grass

scarcé. Lew Harter lost his revolver in the river orossing in search for grass.
Next day traveled twenty-five miles. I counted forty-five head of cattle that had
died, mostly within a few days. They had eaten scmething polsonous at Bitter Cote
tonwood creek where we had passed the day before, Today Welshes received a tele-
granm Informing them of the son and brother at larime, Camped at Elkhorn cresk,

- Good grass, We lay over Sunday. About three ofclock P.M, old kr, Welsh died from
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the effects of his former sickness, He wes 62 years of age and had been a sea-
captain, but at lest bad to die and bhe buried on the lonaly plains. It was a sad
scene, but his children bore it well, We went about & mile vhere there had been

a wagon left and the bed made a rough box and put him in and buried him pext morne

Since the Indian excitement we always at night formed a correl with our wagons
by ferming a eircle and running the near front wheel on the inside of the off
hind theel of the wagon in front, The last wagon was left out and after all the
stock was in and the last wagon drewn in its place we had them quite secure,
most of the animals were tied to the wagons wheels. This farmed a fort of defensa
ard secured our stock, Horses and pules was mainly what the Indians wanted,
There was always an armsd guard sent with the stock to graze and .they were always
brought in befare dark, also a guard srcund the correl at night, About half a
mile and on the opnosite side of the creek from us mas s camp of returning Califor=-
nisns and Idshoers. Just at dark as we were nutting the corpse of the old man into
the bax we heard the report of a gun and horrid scresms of a man saying, "I sm shots
I am shot,? Great excitement in their camp, Ve supposed it to be Indians and ex-
pected them among us in a fow mimutes, We were soon ready to give them a warm re-
ception, In half an hour two of our men went and called as thers vas thick willow
brush between us, They answered saying one man shot, think it was by an Indian,
Before midnight we heard them drive cut and leave,

Hext morning we found the shirts they had taken off of him, He was shot in
the back through the breast with a mumber of buck shot; He must have died before
they left, Ve heard afterwards they stopped about sunrise and buried him, Circume
stances went strong to show his own company had .urdered him for his money, To--
day noon overtock a cattle train that had lost so much stock they could no no fur-
ther with their loads, Traveled until after dark and found no feed. Ceamped and
agreed to start at two in the morning, In the morning vhen all vere about ready
to start the Capt. raised a fuss for wanting to drive before daylight. There was
a meeting called and election held which resulted in myself being chosen Capt, Bee
fore sun-up we were started, In ten miles found good grass, This P.l, we passed
vhere three weeks before there had been 2 train captured and robbed, :
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Flour sacks and featherbeds were enptied and wagors burned and by the Indiana,
A few miles farther cams vhere four men were buried in one grave., They had been ‘
killed by Indians, :

Here there were two momen and three children take:- prisoners., Camped near
river but little grass. 1In three miles next norning came to Deer Creek crossing,
This is a military post, I saw here two Preble County boys in the service,

Here my wi.fg talked with one of the ladies that had been taken by the Indians,
After being with them three nights she stole avay with her seven year old boy

. and made her way back by traveling after night and lay-ng by in daytime, Here

, Vas a man who had tventy-seven arrows shot into him and still lived, The man who
. loet his wife and two children was here. One of these children-had its head split
- open by these savages before these mothers eyes soon after they had besn taken.

- This mother with her remaining child had intended to escape with these that came

back but falled from some cause to reach the appointed place of starting and had
not been heard from, Our roads here were very good with some hills, The mounteins
on both gides coming near the river. Next day noon crossed Plat bridge., Here is a
nilitary station and five days before the soldiers had a fight with the Indians,
They had taken cne chief end his family prisoners and had killed others but could
hot tell how many, These Indians when they exdeot to fight tie themselves onto
their ponies so that if the rider is ¥illed the pony follows the band and carries
the rider avay from the enemy. They believe if the body is taken the spirit is
lost forever. This chief was told if ha would bring back the woman and child he and
his family should have their liberty, If not they would all be put to death. Wa
heard aftervards he had gone twice and returned saying he could not find them, Ve
never heard vhat was done with them, ‘ ,

Camped with a large cattle train and traveled next day over very rough roads,
Camped at red Buttes ard lay here over Sundsy. Cood grass, In the morning there
was some shooting at a beaver in the river which freightered twelve horses where
they were feeding causing them to stampede into the mountains some five or six miles,

Here we left Plat river after traveling up its valley seven hundred and sixty-

. two miles,

Next day we had good roads, Passed some strong allkald springs, This A.M.
Welshes left behind three fine horses that had got 30 poar they could get them no
ferther, At noon they unloaded thres wagons and were going to leave one and part
of their goods and provisions because their stock was becoming too wesk to hsul so
mucy. The wagon and most of the gocds was teken by different parties in the train,
Drove two miles and camped, After turning out saw a notice stuck up saying "Polson
grass on this slough" we took cur stock in, Hext rorning there was ops sick horse,
He traveled until P.ii. and gave out and died that night, This P.k. we met a large

- mumber of snske Indians on their way to Fore Laramie to receive their gorernment
supplies, One of their number was sent ahead holding up a letter written bty a U=
nited States officer directed to emigrants stating these Indians ere peacible and

. inoffensive and asking emigrants to let them pass as such,

Camped on banks of Sweetwater river.

Fy Next day lay by until P.ii. on the first bunch grass on the trip, After dinner
drove two miles to Independence tock where there is another snall military post, :
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b % Here is another family that had been robbed of their stock by Indians and
© could go no farther, Here left two companys out of our train, Welshes stopped
mainly on account of their sick sister who was very sick and gradually growing
worse. Ve afternards heard she died socn after we left them., This was three -
.deaths in that family in less than a month, :
‘ lir, Hammel had lost two horses out of eleven and stopped to recruit what
- he had left, : : _ .
TH - DY 3 :
\ Independence rock is said to be six hundred yards long, two hundred yards
wide and three hundred feet high. It is shaped much like an apple cut in the mid=
i dle and one helf laid flat side down, In many places the surface is quite smooth
S where are hosts of names of travelers painted or carved, Five miles up the river
spcs is Devil's CGate, through which the river runs, It is four rods wide, half a mile
g | long, and almost perpendicular rocks on each side of the river., Good grass but too
Sk much alkali, In some alkali beds it lays one and a half inches thick and looks
' nearly as white as salt, : : :

& Next day b, Buell had a spell of delirium caused by fever from severe cold
and nervous excitement from fear of Indians, He was taken suddenly and continued
ungovernable over an hour, then gradually recovered his reason, -

Camped at Sweetwater. Here we left Buslls with a cattle train, To-day crosset
the river three times in one mile, Camped at fourth crossing., Here is a emall mile
itary Fart. In the morning started on a twenty-two mile drive where there is no
grass nor water only what we took along. Twe of my mules gave out so we had to
take them out of the team, Coming to the river found good grass. Here we caught a
fine lot of fish by sewing soma corse sacks together for a sceine.  Next day had
fine road excepting a few miles which was very rough end rocky. There were flat
stones set edgeway and very hard, locking as though they kad been in fire, To=-day
pageed ice springs. They ere emphatically vhat they are called. It is said along
here lece may tr found all sessons of the year by digging a few feet deep. Along
here the country is very barren. No tizber in sight for days. Next camp had no gre
Started at daylight drove twelve miles and found grecs. Here is the last soldiers
cazp on the east eide of the Rocky mountaina, 411 the Forts from Laramie hers are
occupied by the 11th Chio cavalry, Here was snother family that hed lost their
stock by Indlans, This P.L. we ercssed the sumudt of the Rocky liounteins, This
is called the South Pass, The word pass conveys a very ineccarrect idea of its ape
peerance, It is comparatively a level olain to the very summit with a very gentle
asgent and the road is smooth and hard, coupased mostly of gravel and eand, The
altitude of this summit is seven thousand feet above the sea level. Here the Idaho
rozd called Landers cut-off turns to the right. - :

Three miles down the Testern slope which is much steeper than the eastera we
i came Yo Pacific springs and camped. Therse was great fires in the mountains eaus-
o ing denss smoke but we could see several snow clad mountain tops, - Next evening at
four o'clock started and drove all rdght over good roads, had no water only what
we hauled. At daylight canmped at Little Sandy river., Ons horse in the train gave
out a few miles before getting into camp., He had been alkalied and too weak to
travel., After dinner drove tvelve miles to Big Sandy and camped on poor feed,
Next day traveled fourteen miles over barren country, Saw some Antelope. Camped
at Big Timber river. Next day noon wers at Green river. This is generally ferried
but ve had no difficulty in fording as the river was at low stage, Here part of
- our train camped, : ;

The grass was green bottom grass,
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