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On the mornin, of the lst of April, 1846 in the little village of BirminZ-
ham, ‘Towa, might have beer seen an unusual bustle and stir for\that small place.
Friends and relatives came in from the surrounding country, to witness our
departure ior the Tur off wragoi.

My fatber had been mAKin. preTs o slonE for sime time previous, for the
journey westward to the Facific. Havine new wagons conzbructed and our whole
outfit of the best possihble matsrial, twe wajgons wers heavil, laden with
provisions for the journsy, and ancther for the use of the family, camp
equipment, etx.

The reader may ask what indvced secyle wb that early day to emijrate through
a wilderness of over two thousinG wiles to those f«T off regions.

So early as 1342 there waslcorsidcrablc talk in tne western states in

!
regard to Oregon. Glowing accounts were given in regard to its mild and
healthy climate, and un jdea prevailed that a 1iberal grant of land would be
nade to all thosze ewigrating to 'nat section of the country.

This, together with the fondness of adventure soO characteristic ol the
American people; thnere was not warting, those that were willing to cast their
fortunas in.thosc far off regions. 50, early in the day teams were brought
into requisition and cverybhing bping in readiness friends were bid adieu;
ccme accompanied us however rar soms distancs., Our route lay through the
South part of lowa and the Northwest part of lMissouri, crossing the nead
waters of the Charitan and Grand Rivers at that Lime =« sparsely settled region.

The inhabitants were such 23 we generally find on the outskirts of civil=

ization, they generally cultivated but 1little ;rouﬁd, their chief occupatidn
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being the hunting of ,ame ard wilc honey. The children would generxlly mount
the fence on our coming in sighﬁ, to get a good view of us, and on our nearer
approach would bes i &nd run like wild deers.

The roads in this section wers sxceedingly bad, we often had to construct
temporary bridges over small streams, which retarded our progress very much.

On affiving in the vicinity of Savannan and St. Jozeph the country
imprévcd very perceptible. We saw large farms and everything betokened thrif%
and plenty. Here we were detained geveral days waiting for more company, not
deeming it safe to proceed, with less than forty of fifty wagons., Crossed
the Missouri River on the 25th of May and on the 26th organized a Company,
elected a Captain, Sargeant of gZuard «nd also passed by~laws for the givernment
of the Company.

This was all very well, but tie living up to it and complying with the
rules and regulations, was guite another thing, as the sequel will show.

_After crossing the Missouri jiver, we were fairly in an Indian Country.
We wers without the pale of civilizatiom. The space of two thousand miles of
plains, sanas dnd deserts, inhabited by numerous tribes of Savages, lay
between us and our final goal. Hence the apparent necssaity for us to unite
for our common good and safety. On calling the roll we were found to be
sixty-five (men) strong exclusive of women and children, Our goirpany was
named "The Iowa Company.,® We had in all forty-one wagoné and about five
hundred head of stock.

On the 27th everything being in readiness we took up our line of march in

regular order, the rule beiny for rthe wagon that was ahead the day before,

to fall into the rear each morning.
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Cn being strung out on the high rolling prairiss we made quite an imposing
appearance.

All were in high spirite, our teams wers in excellent condition, and
everything seemed to augur well.

Bul, alas, who kncws whal a day may bring forth, littie thought was there,
that there was amongst us those #ho must stare starvation in the face, leaving
their bones to blesch cn the wayside, and others to be lefh fatherless, and 1n
widowhood, by the hand of the wily savage.

The roads F@re in good condition and we got along finely, indeed it was
a2 beautiful sight to ses the long string of white covered wagons moving slpwly
and magestically over high rolliry prasiries, coverea with ven ure of the
deepest hus. Little ,;irls migbt be seen tripping along gathering flowers,
and occapionally might be sean # deer or antelope gemirng with wonder at owr
little caravan., Indeed here was nature in all its grandeur and lovelinags,
Nothing of note occurred uptlil owr arrival at Little Blue Hiver. We found
it swollen and experienced considerable difficulty in fording it. We had to
raise our wagon:beds, one wagon wﬁ& turned over in the streum, with & woman
and two children in it, and came very nearly drowning telore they could be
rescuqd, Several men piunged into the stream and with great difficulty, and
at the hazard of their lives, righted the wagon, but not before the inmates
were badly strangled; the ccver being firmly secured to the bos, the irmates could
not be relieved until the wagon was rignhted. The Company lald over here one
day, to give the famlli=s an opportunity to do thelr washings.

Soms of the men went out munting. Near the camp was a pond of water where soms

ducks were. A man by the neme of Clymer, in shooting a duck, the ball after
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passing tonrough tue duck glunved upnatd and streck B, ﬂ;rrk, our raptain, in
the shoulder. Mr. Stark was cn tie opiosite side of the vond and out of
éight of Mr, Clymer. Upen examinalion the wound 4id not prove to be serious,
the ball being easily extracted. From here our route lay pretty direct to ths
Platte River which we struck near whers Fort Kearagy now Stands. We wers now
getting well into the Buffale Coumtry, numbers of which we s#w at a distance
and so eazer were the men to %Will Buffalo, it was with great difficulty we
could keep encugh men to atbend to the teams and loose stoflk, Our coursa
here lay up the Platte on the south side over the level plateau, There was pomething
peculiar about the atmosphere in this section. It was with the greatest
difficulty that the men could Keep avike during the day. The ox teams would
go to sleep in galking along with their tesms, and on horseback you would
soon find yourself bobbing. What little timber or brush thsre was along the
river, was nearly all on islands that could not be got at. So wes had to use all
Buffalo chips as a substitule for fusl; it answered v%ry well expecially if we
could obtain some brush to mix with it.

bn striking camp our wagons were formed in the shape of a half moon, with
the tongue of each (after the #irst) run between the wheel and bed on the
near of left side of the nex%; forming a corrall where we could guard our
gtock at night, and it could also be used for a breastwork in case of an
attack., Ouf camp fires and tents were arranged oa the oQtSLde of the wagons. At
night out stock wus driven intc e corralll formed by the wagons, and a guard
placed around the open Space. ilthough we seewcd to be getting alon; very well,
we had some discontented spirits in our-midst, that were continually finding

fault, nothing could be done to suit them., Matters of this naure became worse
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evewy da,, and it soon became evident Lhat we were yeing, bo have a 5}71.‘1-‘& in
the Company. There are many i tet will do very vell wille they stay at
home, but let tuem start out on a lorg jrurney of tinis kind, where they may *
have to put up with many annoyances, vexations, and inconveniences, and vhey
s00R show their true natures; or in oiher words it will turn them ivside out,
We had seen mo Indians, ror the siga of any after lesving Flue River,

But it afterward beceme evident that the suwlking Savage was on our trall, ]
only waiting for an opportunity to poumce UDINL U, WARY because Hhey saw 1o
Indians, thought thare was no danger. n our affiging about oppesite the forks
of %he Platte, we found scne fater and camped, the more discontented portion
of the Company, moving off a short distance, to thrnaelves, This threw the
guard into confusion, so there was no vegular guard that nignht. During t&a
night there was & conaiaerabl@'shower of rain, and in the after part of the
night the cattls took & stampadie; they would run frow the camp for several miles and
stop, emd then take a fresh gtart anc run direct for the camp, at limes
we were in great danger of being run over by them. At a dlstance their running
sounded like distant thunder; and on {heir approach the sarth seemed to tremble

vnder their tread.
A ]

Several of the mea mounted horsas and pursued them but they seumed Lo be
unmanazeable.

+ At dawn of day; all the men that could be epared from cemp wmnt‘ovz to
Jook up the stoeck, which was brought in about breakfast btime, all that eould
be found., Upon making a count found there was about sixty-five head missing.
Ag soon as breakfast was over, & number went out again to lbok wup those still

missing; muself and Mr. William Trimble, treaveling with the W, G, Graves
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family, etarted out together; not expocting to go far from camp, we took no
{firearms, We had gone put a short distance when we fcund fresh cattle tracks
snd tracked them to where they Look the road, east, toward the states.

Wo followed on for several miids, when I remaried to Mr. Trimble that we had
battef go back and gat our guns, He replied it would not do to turn back now,
that if wa did we could not got our sattle. Being only a Lad at tbe time, :
Zave u;y to his indgment. Ws begen to urge our horses on, and the further we
went the faster we rode, and d5.d not overtaks our stagk £ill near SURGOWI.

Although we had seen RO Indian, we had ipdubitable proof that the Indisns
had had our cattle, as several of them had marks of arros shot into them to make
them run, Mr, Trimble remarked that we had bsfler travel 4ill dark, and then
stop and let our horses graze &0 hour or two, eud then by treaveling at night,
reach camplcarly next morning. The sun had gone down when Mr, Triuble, on
looking ahead s2id, $Yonder is scmEe of ‘our boys now," Upon locking ahead I
said,f"I nelieve there is." Just after maiing the above remarks we descended
into a low plece ol ground something 1ike & swale, some of the cattle gave &
snuff and ran oul of the road, on the side I was on. As X rode out to driv?
them back, the Indians rose up from Lhe grass all around u3, in the form of a
circle, one rose up by my horse and grabbed'th@ bridis. I make an effort to
bread loose, but in an instant about halfl & dozen more ware around me. After
getting me off the horse they commenced tearing off iy clothes; to this ve
demurred and a llvely scuffle ensued, the result of which was, we vere not
able to sustain the demurrer, In the meantime they comuenced shooting arrows
ab Mr. Trimble, ife made sevoral attempts bto break through their lines but was

unsuceessful. At last an Indian just hehind him dropped on one knee and shot
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him in the bagk; bHe fell instantly, his horss was 80 frightened thsy could
barsly gst Lol of it, by elosing in oa 2%, They had barely secured Trinble's
horss <hen an }Hdian stationed on sn elevated piecs of ground gave & wWhoop,
ot whioh they all ran and left me, X could not iwagine what caused hhem Yo
leave me so suddenly bul commsnced arr@ngiyg wy somewhat scemty wardrobe, and
atarted toward our samp., On gadrirg higher growwed sew two of our men approache
imng. 1t was not gwtﬁing dusk so that objacts could mot be somm any great
distauce. Ths [ndian statiored, ca the lookout, had discovarad the whites
approaching and g§Va the alarm; they wsre the ;&me we had soen just before
the Indians surrownded us, but on the Inclans rsing wp arowd we, 1 supposed
the objscts we Sad sasn ahead wer; indians also. Upon avproaching owr men,
ﬁhoy were somewhat surprised to neeb me on fool and in that conditlom, Upum
infqrming-thom what had occurred, they did not deem it prodeat to stbewpt to
obtein Trimble's body, as the Indians on discovering they smal). number would
probably attack them also, Ths Indisne in &dl probability were lurking in
the vieinity, watching our movements., They informed me that Captain Palmer
with a Company of Horsemen from Orsgon, om thelr wwy to the states was campsd
about eight milea distant, 5o I mownted om behind oue of the men, aud they
urged their horses on &t & lively pace for Palwer's camp.

On reaching Palmer's ewxp one of his uwen, aud one of ours voluntesred Lo
g0 on that night, to inform our camp of what hed oscurred. Next morning
by the bresk of day Captain Falusr's Company ware up ard saddled, vwhen we
all started torobtain Trimble's body. Upon rmaching.ﬁha peone of the actiom
of the previous day, we found two pudales of blood, asome Arrows, our whipﬁ,

aluo mow® buttone off my eclothes, bul eould disuover nothing of Trimble's
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body. The Indisns had probaly retursed end scalped him and then taken his
body‘with thaa Lo rave & war dance arcved in.
Containe Nos. ), 2, 3, &4, 5, 6, 7.
Further instruct:ons and explemation by tomerrow's madl
Cour contemplated work will be entitled
Twenty-three Years in the Pacific end Territories
beginning with a brief wecownt of the jowrney overiand in '46.
Yours Respectfully, | |
J. M. Harriscn
Harper & Bros,

Naw York, - v

After spending & half day, in wesucesseful seaxeh for Trimble's body we
started on our rsturn. Capiain Palmer's Company volsmissring to msco;rt us
back, for which they deservasd and had our thanks, We saw mo Indians during
the day but saw their signals a number of Limes oa the cpposite side of the
river. Late in the aftervoon we saw & dbig clowd of dust ahead, the Company
halted and carefully examined their firesrms; Captain Pelmer detailad some
of the men to take sharge of the pack animals, he himzelf s0ing ahead o try
and make out whethar it was friends or foe that were approaching wm.

He soon after signaled ws to coms on, when 3% tumed out to be some of
our mm coming to meet us. We wars now in a fair mood to ~hastige thie red
wman if we could have found nim, but cireumstances forbid our attempting to
follow hia, I*.‘mn;.grants with thelir fondlies cannot wmll; divide their forme
to follow L,dians, and this the Indians knew full well. Afber traveling all

right we arrived al owur eamp carly in the morming after au abscencs of ¥bo
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days anpd sights, oar Lfandly daaldsd o9 rebwndng e the adales nob bavwing
auough extihle lefv %o sonbluvwe She JOUrnay, Capiale Pelavir agreelng bo exeodd
Shea ax FAr &8 Lhors was any dangsl.

V. Trishle 1eft an inborsehing foutly scnsisting of hie wife end four
ghildicer. %o peterss hia vatienky desbhe Aa Sadd LE was MG %o be w groad
loze to tae whole TOXOON .

at thie enyly <oy GR towms alend wWavre va«d 4o gywsaeing tbhe ;:lﬁ’m wibh
wagons, ae it wia ponorally tbowged Lhag horsas euvid po% shand A% 0 worik
and swalst an press aloney bhovgh of ixée years Ak ben Ui q‘eﬁ% QAT
Cor both horse msd wnle tewss te erost the plalwi. HSime on beleg ehort oxed
put eows im thelr plses) thuy mede n vary gond sulabibule.

Wa tvavelad' vp the aoubh fork'sf tas Ilatbe aboudh Lwealy wiles o wheds
wo eroseed 48, we fomd 4% very deep Serding wed by radelog owe wegon bodo we
suzoaedad; the bottom bainy quiewand whdsh pade 1% nore dangarous, bwl
lu@m.‘i:y- s\l got over In salety. |

Wo moon Left the sovdh fouk sad obimask hu meréh Tork of iths Platie b
the mowth of Ash Fellowj from hers owr cusrne ey Illg the rorth fork of the
Flatte on the sombh side, to the Flaek Hilla, Sberily elfliar leaving Agh
Hallow v cams &n sight of Chlmuey Beck. L newsr learmed it halght buk
it was in phadn view of we sowz threa or foww daye travad. Bome Lilby ov
slxty feet of its top hez cimes Lallen down, Just palow Scedhs PAwT we
ned & sompany of men ed horsebasik £Pon Galifornia, Oup ecapany shoppsd bo
1sexm the news from that eestion of the eounbry. Opa of thedr nea tarvled
some timw convepning with ewr cowpary. Ua ptorting, his Spandsh spuce wade
epneiderable mfi,m at whish a dog ran oub from wnder & toam, barking. ng

ef whe exes bevded snd dn an fmgitant a1l bie twe or threa of taw Yecas W}a
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godng at full epeed over the pimins L every directipn: the women and children
aoruaging, the tecmsters whoalng at tieir teams together witb the rattling of
the wagons, made a terrible ncise and confurien.. Most of Uns teamstsrs had
gathered arownc the returned Califorrisn to near the news, when the team
stampsded. One wagon bed w»ith a womsr and three childran in it wwes thrown

off the running sesr and lLeft siﬁﬂin in tha road ard every apoke taken cleam
s - fr; ~ p

b
out of one wheel;, one asn #nd zhild were run over by 2 teem, and strange to
say were not seriously huvt,

A Mra, Bow——was starding by their team at the time when it started to
run, -when with courags ko peculiar to wostern women, she ss6lzed with one
hand the horn of the old Duka the near wheol o, and with a stick in the other
hand striking D}mb the off ox in.tha fage, Lhey went flying through the ai?
for a time but by perseverance the help of old Duke and Drab holding back,\
the lead cattle had to glve it up and 5top, gome of tLhe tesms ran wntil they
had to stop from sheer exhaustion., Alter gathering wp our teams with the
exception of ons wagon whael being emasned up and the tewme rather the worse
for their run, we had sustained no serious caumage,

For some time after this we had Lo use grqat care nnd watehfulness to
keep our teaws from stampeding, a the least unueusl noiss they were ready
to stampede; they had not forgotten their {right by the Indians at the forks
of the Platte.

.

Large herds of Buffalolwmr@ daily seen and sntelope in great numbers,

the latter were generally very shy, the hunder would elip out toward them

after approaching a# near as he thinks it practiesl., He lay flat down

out of view and put a red piece of cloth or vad handkerchief on the end of
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his ramrod and waves 1% abovt genbly which attraete their sttention, they
soén Begar to walk wo boward it to get &« betler view, aflter it'approaéhes
near encugh the hnber fired and geverally killed his gams. Aong the
Platte we passed nwxerows villages of prudrie cogs, on cur passing they
would stend on Sheir bind fset and at the mouth of thasir burrows barking

at, us, ca saooting cne of thew they generslly fell back in thelr hole, =0

we would seldom geb one, We arvivea af . Larsmie op the third day of July
¢nd cawped about one mile frem the fort, in the foursta we wers vislted by a
large war part of Sioux (Tuzy were on their wey to fight the Pavnees) they
GRIG Up tc our camp wnder full speed singing and whooplng, rresenting a hideous
eppearance, Ths chiel mads » speecn to s in which he gtated they had
never shed the mbhite man's blood and professea great iriandship for the
whites. Thers wes an Iadimn Lrader along with us at the time who acted ad
interpreter., Cur oompany preparad a dinnes for them, preparing a large
quantity cf coffee well swostensd, (an Indian has a great liking for sweet
things) with bread, uweal, atc., after which the pipe was passad around and
they all seemed to be in the best of humor, we alsc gave them a considerable
quantity of powdsr and ball, they promising o kill Pawness with it, the
Pavnees having killed one of our men.

In traveling up ths north fork of the Plathte we swi’ Lanense nwabers of
Buffalo, at times the countr; was black with as far ae the ays eould reach,
in ona instance we hed to stop the train to let them pass for fear éf being
rmn over by the, they were traveling norkh, the teamsters would erack their
whips at them, and fire gﬁns and on they weni neither turning to the right

mor the left. After leaving the Platte the Buflalo bscanse ssarce, the last
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ve sa; on bhe Swaebwater; we dould ogsexionally 0e & guffalo pate witn horns
attached, as far as Fort Holl on Snake River, at which place old mountalinaere
told ua thsy were quite plentiful some fMftesn or ﬂwanty years before. Crosast
4he north fork cf the Flatie near where we shruek the Black Hillﬂ, we found
the roaa quite rough and ped through here. Edruck Syeetwater near Indspeudence
Roek, this foréiwhern the road passed near by it, wWag coverad with the
. pames of travelsrs who had pagded by it. Vot far [rom the rock was & lake
of alkaline substence ressmbling saleratus vary mach. A #nort distance from
Independence Rock was the Devil'e Gatw'wﬁar@ the Sweetimter had worn ita wey
through the Sweelwaper Movntains, we walked down into the passage of the
river, and loo&ing overhead it looked like we mi ght juup from onw wall to the
other, it waa £0 NATTOW at the top, A part of ws climbed up the mmuntain‘and
had & magnificent view of the gurrounding sountry; these motntains are nearly
all rock, ws saw aign B of the mountain sheep in rocky craggy plsces, where
it was with the gfaates& diffieulty we could ascend. Sous of our party
killed a Eig Horn or Mountain sheep here; they have garkrenaly large aud
heavy horme shaped vary auch like that of our Gomeatic Eheep. It is sald
on jweping off & precipica, they 'strike on their horns. Our Company by this
time got divided up into spmall parties, though generally not any greab
distance apart. While traveling up Swsetwaler & War part of Arapahos Indien
about five humdred in number Camieeresss & party of slx wagons andfhde BOne
attempts to rob it. Some of the young bravee reaching over from their ponies
end cutting through the wagon cover pulling out whgterer they could lay thelr
hands on. The chief rushed up ealling ouh to apd striking them on thelr

backs with the flat of his sword, they soon desisted, the whites thinking it
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hest not to shoot uhluss there was not ancther alternative. The Sweatwater
i# the warground of the Snake, Crow, Rlackfoot, and Sioux Indians; where
reny sanguinary conflicte have taken place betwsen them,

We had now been on the way nsarly two months from the Missourd River,
and met two small parties, one [rom Oragon, the otner from Californiz, which
was all the whites we had yet seen, with the exception of a few at Fort Laramle,
Everything that would give us any word or news from oth:r sompsniee, vas
examined carefully, we would often find = pisce of paper on which some one
bad written stéting where they had passed and any incldent of inverest. The
most comamon way was 40 write with a pencil on & Beffalo skull and stick ié
up near the roadside, We were now getting in full view of the Wind Biver
Mountains and Firsmounts Peak »11 covered with snow, %hich was a grand sight
for most of us, to see suow in July and Auguat.

On leaving Sweetwater and going over to the south pass of the Rocky
Mountains so gradual was the ascent and descent we covld hardly preceive
when we were on;the summit, "

Near the summit we passed Pacific Spring the first water flowing to the
Pacific, thence to Bit Sandy and Green River, found the latter stream very
rapid and dangerous to ford, but all got across without any serious mishpape
Our most direct route from here would have teen by the vay of Green Woods
cut of £ but there being on it a long siretch without water we decided to go
the more eircutous route by the way of Ft. Bridger on account of there being
more grass and plenty of water by that route.

Our teams wers nofisbeginning to fail and we found it necessary to favor

them as much as possbile the roads being very heavy in places often traveling
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for niles through fsep eand 7:d long gtrwtenes without water, the nights were
quite ¢enl and the daywm wnceonfortably &I

In the evend.g aihes suppsy wWaR over & vidlin or olher musdenl ine%rument
was brought forth Lo pazs awsy thnm bime as there was only one or two young
ladies in the company, the boys would often have whai tusy termed a stag dance.

We found Fb. Bridger a swall $tockade use;d 28 a rendezvous for trappers '
gnd for Indian trade, we hers saw & omall band of demestleatad mountain goats
and rssh'mp. From hers m ths BM),: River Velley “ha road for the mosi of the
wsmh;“ prsaed through a rough mowmtainous coumiry. Afber entering Dear River
Valley the roed wes corparatively level to'Scda Springe, The mosth remarkable
of these spring was one ealled Steamboalt Spring. I£ mada‘a hiss?:'mg nolise
vory similar to tho axcaps pipe of & steamboat. Soae of thea had the form
of a cons or crater on & smill scale probably formed by # Dadiment from the
water. OSoms of thess cones wsre vacated being entirely dry, the ground in
the vicinity of thase springs on passing it sounded like it might be hollow
underneath, many of the company professed to relish the water but I could not
drink it. The Indisns and trappers were in the hablt of collecting in this
vicinity when the e:rigrantsl wers passing to trade with them, one of our eow~
pany bought & \:ar:w gocd pony for which he paid one cuiton shirt, fifteen lfodda
of powder and ball, and a small buteher knife, éost:i.ng in all about two ‘
dollars in the states, tmm' Qere the Snakes or Shavness they were quite
friendly and anxious %0 trade, The second day after leaving Scda Jpring we
arrived at Fort Hall on Snake River. This was a Hudson 3ay Cb. Fort, and

earried on a considerable fur trade with the svrrouwnding Indian tribes.

Shortly after leaving Fort Hall we cane to whore the California road turned

8 )
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off, a nuanber of our campany took this road the most of these we believe in-
tending to turn of;(tzr;’chﬂ hApplegate 1< te to the Wiilametta V&1ley, but by
some rwans most of them kept on for Califormia, a numbe of whom perished
from starvatici i; the Sierra kuvad; Mounteins near wha: 1is NOw Know ar
Donner Lake.

The most of our compaiy kept on the old emigrant road J%?%sxng Snake
River near Salmon Falls and thence to the Boise River striking.it a few miles
sbove where Boise City now stands. The Snake River country here for about
two hundred and fifty miles is a sandy desert eountry, it. chief productions
being sage brush and rattle snakes. The river is genel 1ly difficult of
acgess being shut in on elther side with high bluffs of kasaltic rack.

Some ten miles above Clarks Ferry on Snake River are Falls sald to excaod
the Falls of Niagara in point of hiight but a far less volume of water., In
a nuuber of places we (faw considerable bédies o. water rushing out of these
bluffg in places equal to a small river. Upon reaching higher land from ten
to thirty mikes from the river it is less barren there Dbeing considerable
bunch grass and some sg@attering juniper, hare, sage hens, and antelope are '
occasionally seen. The margin of the small ?troams running from the mountains
are skirted with will§w also cotton wood in places and occasionally meadow
land is found where wild hag 1s out for the Oregon Overland Stage Company now
connectiha ghm with the Central Pacific Railroad at Kelton,

The road here was extremely wearisome for bsth man and beast, the sun's
rays reflecting from the rock and sand made the heat very oppressive but the

4 4
nights were comfortably cool. Some thirty miles from Clark's ferry and about

one and a half miles from Clover Creek station are some hot springs they are
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about three-fourths of a mile from the stage rond'in this vicinity we saw
considerable evidence of coleanic action, we notieed in one place .here the
earth had been ho#u up at an angle ;f about thirty degrees with a large
figsure in it of considerable length. About four miles ecst of Rattle Snake
Statiopn is anotﬁar hot spring, there are probably mar:* £7-h in th’'s section
of the country. On entering Boise River Valley we saw many Indians they had
numerous five horses. A faorit past time with them seemed to be in
chasing hare on horseback., A number of them would mount their horses armed
with their bow &nd quiver; thoy luan LOing AUMeTOW. et wng v "trouble in
starting one. After jumping one up they would all pursue it, one Indian
leading out & little in advance of the others. The hare on‘being closely
pursued would soon dodge behing'saée brush and trach on another e¢ourse when
soﬁc of the Indians a little behind wouid take their turn in pursuit., The

harc,'dodg. which way he might, found himself hotly pursued and in a short

time would begin to fag, whenl an Indian would string his bow sending an

-

arrow through its body.

Our route lay @own Boise River to its junction with Snake River where
we crossed over to the south side of the lat@er stream near old Fort Boise,
OQur teams being very much fagged we traveled by east stages along this stream
there being plenty of grass with wood and water convenient. Some twenty miles
below Boise City and about opposite Middletown on the sought side of the river
is the seat of the Ward massacre in the summer of 1854, where al) but two
lads (who were l;ft for dead but a;tnrwarda came to and made their escape)

some forty persons in all men and women and children were massacred by the

hand of the ruthless savages. Ii appears they had been annoyed by the
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Indiens for some time when while they were moving the Indians being considerably
reinforced made a final charge, the wen being few in number were soon killed
or mortally wounded the women in endeavoring to soothe their dying huu.oands
and brothers were ruthlessly taken $way and subjected to the most brutal
outrages such as savage demons alone could perpetrate. The savages after
gatiateing their beastly desires relieved the suffering agonies of thedr -
victims by dispatching them with the tomahawk and scalping knife. Two of
the boys, the eldest about fifteen years oid made t@eir excape, neither one
knowine of the excape of the other after wandering some iime they were found
by some soldiers frow Port Boise. The soldiers together with a/i number of
enmigrants that were sncamped near Fort Boise went in company to the scene
of the massacre and succeeded in capturing & portion of the Indians engaged
in the slaughter some of whom they killed in capturing the others, those
captured were taken to the scene of the massacre, rude gallows were soon
erected and the offenders hung. Their bodies left hanging as & warning to
all others in the vicinity. These gallows stood until. about a year ago when
they fell down. ‘The bodies of the wnites were all gathefod up and put in ¢
one grave near by. The body of one young WOman was found in the bushes a
considerable distance from the rest, the wom;n bore evidence of torture
that wouid make your heart sicke .

On visiting this grave in October last, it brought very vividly before
our minds mary incidents of bygone days how we ourselves came near meeting
with a similar fate. Here lie the mortal remains of those who no doubt
Left their homes with bright visiond of the future they had passed through

many trials on the way, worried and fatigues traveling through the bwrning

N
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sands of Snake River and no doubt believed they were about through the worst
 part of their journey when they wet with their horrible fate. Other massacres
have taken place, one near Salmon Falls another in the vicinity of the hot
springs on the south sids of Snake River together with many individual livew
at di%ferent times. It would requirs volumes LO describe the many encounters
and conflicts of the early pioneers with the Indians in the Boise and ¥ Owyhee
countyy but these are taings of the past; the rec. man has had to yield to the
guperior powers of the pale face.

Paulina (a noted Indian chief of the Shawnse tribe) the scourge of the
mountains has gone to the spirit land, he contended till the last remnant of
his followers quailed at the fall of their might chief and sued for peace.
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Note:. whether this article written for Harper and Brothers was =sver finished
and published, I do not know, but I do know that J. M. Harrison, my grandfather
wrote and publisked two books, one called Harrison's Guide and Resources of:the
Pacific Slope, embracing Washington Territory, giving & minute description of
its lands and facilities for settlement, lagd laws, climate, resources, etc,
Published by C. A. Murdock & Co., printers, 532 Clay Street, San Francisco, 187 6

Also a book of information, and Settler's Guide for the Pacific Slope, includ=
ing the states of California, Oregon, Nevada, and the territories of Washington
and Idaho, with a description of the peculiarities of each. Describing minutely
all the more important bodies of thb Public Lands on the Pacific Slope, Facilities
for Settlement, Markets, Health, etc., Published by C. A, Murdock & Co,, Book and
Job Printers, San Francisco, 1875.

6Entered according to the Act of Congress in the year of 1875 by J. M. Harrisom,

in the office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington. All rights reserved)
Carlotta Lang Quinme



