Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Ash Hollow State Historical Park
Box A
Lewellen, Nebraska 69147-0400

July 18, 1983

Merrill Mattes
5800 ¥W. Plymouth Drive
Littleton, Colorado 80123

~ Dear Merrill:

In reply to your letter of July 15, 1983: The material which I sent
you was just a typescript by Evelyn Pattison. She made up much of it
to fill in the gaps in what she knew to be fact. It was not a church
history. The only reason the church program was covied was to show

the church that they departed from in Sparta, Illinois. The only pages
that actually came from Nathan's diary were 111, 112 and 113,

The Harney letters will probably not be written up for some time. Many
of them are of no importance as they only refer to orders received & ete.
Some mention things about the journey. There are about 400 pages in
total and it would be difficult to copy everything. I will attempt to
sort this out and see if I can find some materizl which I think you
would want to have; but the simplest thing would be to order the reel of
microfilm if you have a reader. You should recuest the following film.

Record Group 393

Records of U.S. Army Continental Commands, 1521-1920
Department of The vest

Sioux Expedition, 1855-1856

Letters Sent, Volume 269 and 270

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
"
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Dennis Shimmin, Suverintendent ,
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Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Lsh Follow State Historiczl Park
Box A
Lewellen, Nebraska 59147-0L00

August 16, 1983

Merrill Mattes
5800 West Plymouth Drive
Iittleton, Colorado 80123

Dear Merrill:

There are 490 letters and circulars in the Harney Letters.

The first one is dated Anril 5, 1855 and the last one July 27,
1856. Very little is said about the general travel conditions
up the Plztte Valley.

I have chosen seventeen pages that I think you would be interested
in. The bank charged me 15¢ per page to copy them or a total of
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Nebraska Game =nd Parks Commission
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Dennis Shimmin, SBurerintendent

Ash Hollow State Historical Park
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Head Quartefs, Sioux Expedition
rt Leavenworth ¥.T.

May 7y 1855
it g
Cady Ma jor A,
6th Infantry
Comdg Battalion
Fort Leavenworth, X.T.
-9 Major:
28 I am directed by General Harney to inform you that you will
get your command in readiness to start on the prairies as soon as the grass - !
will permit, which in all probability will be about the 10th instant, Captainﬁqﬂ .
Howe's battery will be united to your command until you reach Fort Kearney, ki
from which point it will proceed to Fort Laramie with the detachment of g
Infentry destined to reinforce that post. :
I am, gt
- Very respedtfully,
Your eobedient servent g
o, :
£ o STEWART VAN VYLIET R
; : Capt. Assist. Qr. Master . &
Head Quarters, Sioux Exoedi tlon'fi’“'
b : , Fort Leavenworth, K.Ta
E May 7, 1855
32 .
Howe | Capt. A.P.
Lth Artillery
Fort Leavenworth, K.T.
Captain:
12

I am directed by General ﬁgzagx to inform you that you will get
your battery in readiness to take the field with as little delay as possible,

and report to Major A.Cady 6th Infantry who will take up his line of march

g

for Fort Kearmey ahout the 10th instant. From Fort Kearney rou will proceed
to Fort Laramie in company with a detachment of the 6th Infantry destinsd
for the same post.
I am, Very respectfully,
Your obedient Servant,

STEWART VAN VLI®ET
Capt. Assist. Gr, Master




Measures must be taken to capﬁégg as well as to defeat the
enemy, and to do that the mounted force originally assigned to the
Exvedition added to the six companies of the 2nd Dragoons before ailuded to
wgeld not be too great an allowance of Cavalry.

According to present appearmnces, the season will have been far
spent vefore this mounted force can be collected and organized; so far
indeed, that here is reason to believe that winter will have set in

befae it can penetrate far into the Sioux county. Had a portion of the

force been spared to the Eynedition, it would doubtless have been ready to
entor the field if season for a vigorous cfimpaign; but that in my judgement,

is out of the question this year. A winter campaign near the base of the

! breaking up of a particular band might and probably would succeed, but

latitudes of 42° and 45° and ig . country elevated 4000 feet ahove the
level of the sea, could scarcely bé'efpectﬂd, and I wresume is not.
T wenture these b’gg?bt;Ona in no spirit of captiveousness fovr
T have had the nost satisfactory proofs, on all sides of & willingness
to nid me to the utmost extent that the means of the government will allow.

T make them merely to show that -under the most favorable chcumstances, but

-

little can reasonably be expected from the EZxpedition this year.

T am, Colonels
Very respectfully
Your chedient servant

1

to the troops. Partial operations from convenient points, having in view the - .

anything like a general hostile operation during the, winter season, between the

time that was lost in congress in passing the bill for an increased military ~'fl‘

t Rocky Mountains would doubtless be attended with no little risk and,suffering-w7“}f

62

Cooke

33
41

+

(Telegraphic Dispatch)
Saint Louis, Mo., June 2, 1855 .

; Col. P. St. Geo.

Comdg Fort Leavenworth

You will proceed with as much dispatch as possible with the four




of Infantry, my Aid-de=Camp, if the Secretary of War shall authorize the
same; please reply by telegraph giving the Secretary®s decision in the
premisgis,

Lieut, Heth has lately been appointed Regimental Quarter Master
to the 6th Infantry, but the Colonel of the regiment is willing that he

shall accept of the vosition I have offered him orn condition that he be

allowed to return to his regimental staff position if his serwices shall
be required., The long experiénce of Lieut., Heth in the service of the plains .
renders him peculiarly fitted to fill the post I have offered him, which

post, he has announced his readiness to accept., I hope I may he allowed to

retain hime
I am, Colonel,

Very respectfully
Your cbedient servant

W.S. HARNEY
Byte Brig. Gen.

60

Cooke

28
37

";, Head Quarters, Sioux Expedition
: Saint Louis, Me., June 2, 1855 '}

Lieut, Col. P. St. Geos:
Comdg 2nd Dragoons = i
Fort Leavenworth, ¥K.T. -

Colonel:

I have this day telegraphed you, b@!order of General Harmey,
to move with your entire command (the Vattery included if it be ready)
to overtake the trains freighted with government stores for Forts Kearney

and Laramie should they have left tefore the communication reaches you; and
then to escort them as far at least, as Ash Hollow, on the North Platte; also

to take with you should you deem it neccesszary, three companies of the
6th Infentry from Fort Kearngy.
The object of this movement is to ensure the safe arrival at
Fort Laramie of the government stores intended for the supply of that post.

There are reports here of a large assemblage of Indians at Ash Hollow; and

although these reports are prebably exaggerated and possibly groundless,

still the General wishes to be on the safe side. He therefore directs that



| furnished on requisition upon the vost Quarter Master at Fort Leamvenworth,

you will take every precaution which the means placed at your disposal will
permit, to get the supply trains above referred tg safely through to Fort '
Laramie, even though you should be compelled to accompany them #ll the waye
You will probably be enabled to learn at og. before arriving at Ash Hollow,
whether it will be necessary for you to go beyond that point.

It is presumed that the 6th Infantry have aXl left Fort Leavenworth
some time since, although no reports to that effect have been received. In
that event the company and recruits destined for Fort Leramie, are expected'
to be with the trains, and will sufficiently protect them until you can -
overtake them., With regard to the battery, if it can possibly be put in
condition for fileld s&fvice, it will proceed with you as far ag you go, and
then continue on with the train to Fort Laramie. If however it should be ~ '
found _ impracticable to put it in a servicegble condition, the company must
remain behind until other arrangements for it can be made.

The General desires that you avoid an engagement with the Indians,
if possible. If they attempt to obstruct your progresz, you will be

obliged, of course, to give themﬁbaftle, in which event you will doubtless

give a good acrount of them; but as the protection of the road is the primaryii
and principal ohject of your expedition, the Cenersl requires that all of
your movements be made couformable to that single objéct.

The want of anything like positive and reliable information ook

relative to the state of affairs on the plains renders it necessary for the

o
I

General to leave a great deal to your discretion, and not to c¢ramp you with

o

detailed instructions, many of which might prove inexpedient, or impracticable e
of execution.
As it is expected by the General that the Dragnon.force will for
gome time to come, be habitually vatrolling the Oregon route, you are
authorized to make such a distribution of it as in your judgment circumstances
may require, merely avoiding the breaking up of companiess.
The necessary transportation for your baggage end sufficient

subsistence stores to last your command from one post to another, will be



I am, Colonel
Very respectfully
Your obedient Servant

O0.F., WINSHIP
) ;\-Agc'u! ! I

P.8. Since writing the above, it has been ascertained that no * telegraph

can be sent to Fort Leavenwarth for two days, at least, on account of lates

storms which heve broken down the wires.

0.F. WINSHIP
A ﬁ-u.

|+ Sent off on the Lth

Head Quarters, Sioux Expedition TLV
Saint Louis, Mo., June 2, 1855 i

61
Assistant Arjutant General b
Lieut. Col., S. Thomas Al
w s Head <uarters of the Army
New York ' _
2 Colonel: T : ?;r@,‘_
49 I deem it prcper that I should give a summary of the prliminary {sid}

steps that have boen taken with the view to carrying out the instructions
I have received from the War Department in relation to the Expedition -;fﬁm
placed under my command. i

Two companies of the 6th Infantry, under Brevet Major 5, Woods,

are now in rosition at Fort Riley, and the two companies of the 2nd Infantry

under the command of Brevet Lieut, Colonel W.R. Montromery, are in waitin
g

at Fort Leavenworth for the other four companies of the same regiment which

he¥We been ordered to be in #lton, I1l, by the 10th proximo, to take vassage for
Fort Pierre. They will be received by boats, two of which hnve been
purchased, and the remainder employed to transport them and all the publie
stores necessary fér 1500 men for one year. The two public bhoats are
intended for the service of the Upper Missouri Fost.

The three companies of the 6th Infantry, commanded by Maj. A. Cady g
and destined to reinforce the garrison of Fo:t Kearngy, are presumed to be

en route for that vest, copies of the crder for which movement, have already




been furnished your office. The company of the 6th Infantry destined for

Fort Laramie and the rescruits for the companies now occupying the same post,

have been directed to escort the advance of the trains freighted with supplies -

for the troops on the North Platte,

T have sent Lieut. Balch of the Ordnance, to inspect the prairie
battery manned by Light Comparny "G" Lth Artillery; and have instructed him
to make all necessary repairs for putting it in conditicn for field service
if practicables Should it prove irreparable I propose t» incorporate the:

company, temporarily, with *‘he mounted force of my command, &as I 5hall ve

in preat want of that species of troops.

When the companies of the 2nd Infantry and the public stores for
the Upper Missouri shall have left this place, 2ll that will remain needful -
tc me in order to commsnce attive operations, will be the mounted foree lﬁ-l
assigned to the Expedition. There are now four companies of the Znd Dragoons

available. Should the six compenies of the same rsgiment, lately ordered

to Fort Riley, be placed under my command, I could enter the field with, i A

;ﬁrabably, about 700 mounted trogpe; but as this force, even with the aid of
i - u

- g such infantry troons as I could command, would be smell for the vast extent
3 of country to b~ covered in order to operate with ary prospest of 2

solid success, and as I em enjoined to undertake no ''partial operation," g i
I cannot too strongly~ufge the necessity of organizing the companies of " CaV&lryﬁf;

destined for the ‘exvedition with all eonvenient dispa ch; especially if it

be exvected that I shall commence active hostilities this sewson. With

the ?nd Dragoons, the battery, and such infantry suprort as I should be
enabled to take into the field, I should have no hesitation to encounter,
all the hostile Sioux combined, and should dn so with the confident
anticipation of a victory in the technical sense of the term; but a victory,
in our acceptation of the term; is,no victory at all, in the eyes of the
Indians, unless we destroy more of them than they do of us, This is a

fact well known to those at all experienced in Indian warfare. Savages

must be crushed before they can be completely conguered.

-




Head Quarters, S8ioux Expedition
Saint Louis, Moey May 7, 18§5

Ogden Maj. E.A.
Asst. Qr. Master
Saint Louis
I am instructed by Bvt. Brig, General Earney to authorize you to
51 proceed to Pittsburg and thence to Cincinnati to such other peints on the
western rivers or you may find it necessary to visit in the execution of your
general instructions to purchase Steamers for the Missouri.
After this official business is completed mou will, unless
otherwise directed by competent authority, return to this City.
Very respectfully
Your obedient servant
0.F. WINSHIP AR
AaAcG’- 4.8 5
Head Quarters, Sioux Expeditionﬁf ‘ ¢,
g Bl Fort Leavenworth, K.T, L g
May 7, 1855 4l
30

H.Offman Bvte. 1t. Col. Wm.
Major Gth Infantry: i
Comdg Ft. Laramie, K.T.

Colonel:
LB . ; .
i I am directed by General Harney to inform you that a train of
twenty~five wagons is about to start from this point to Fort Pierre, via
Fort Laramie, When it reaches your post he directs that you furnish it
with a suitable escort to Fort Pierre. You will exercise your own judgsment
as to the strength of the éscort, care being taiken that it be placed
under experienced officers, so as to avoid as far as possgible all danger of
loss from Indians,
I am, RS
Very respectfully R
Your obedient servant

STEWART vyan Vliet
Capts Assistant Sr. Mst. &
AaA.G.




Sy

recruits etec. to join Colenel Cooke's command on the Cregon route. You
will therefore proceed with Major Howe until he overtakes Col. Cooke, to
whom you ¢ill revort for duty until an opportﬁnity of fers of going to Tort
Laramie with a proper esécrt, when you will repairlto that pest and renort
{ for duty to the commander thereof, | ”

I amy Sirg :

Very respect full
Your cbhedient servant

O.F, WINSHIP
AchoGa

105
Cooke

68

Army Head
wuarters

Head Quarters, Sioux Expedition & [°
Saint Louis, Mo., June 21, 1855,. %

Col. P. Ste Geo. e ‘
Comdg 2nd Dragoons . :
Oregen Zoute . . 5

. i v
: Colonel: : \ g 2 TN T Gl e s

I am instructed by the Generul Commanding the Exvedition, to say
that you will regard Fort Xearnfy as habitually the most eastern point
on the Oregon route tolwhich'your command will move, in its oﬁeratibns for
the protection offthe several em@gyant trails which leave the frontier
settlements and intersect each dthef, in the vicinity of the above named ﬁost.:‘
He directs me to say, however, that circumstarnces may arise when
it would be necessary to send a fraction of your force cdown the Table Creek,
or 01d Fort Kearney road, toward the Pawnee villages; or, better perhans, down
the left bank of the Platte, where you could have the petty %ribes of Omzhas,

Otbhoes and poncas, more under control. These latter tribes are all revorted

to have committed more or less of depredations Wwithin a year or two past
upstn emigrants ascending the Northern bank of the Platte and the Zlk Horn,
But the necessity for any such of course be left to your judgment, founded
upen information acquired on the spot,

The most advantageous point, in the opinion of the General, for
that peortion of your command which may be temvorarily at rest, is Ash Hollow,

The povermment as well as the emigrant trains are much exposed atf this place;




more so‘indeed, then at my other point, between the frontiers and Fort -

Laramie., It is also nearly opposite the centre of the Bruléd and Wezazie

bands of Sioux Indians, which are the most deeply impliecatzsd in hostilities

against the Whites of all the Sioux Nations. The General therefore directs

that Ash Hollow be made the rendezvous and voint of rest of your returning

detachments, escorts, etc.

Should there be a continuance of the depredations already rerported

to have taken place between Fort Laramie and the South pass, it may be

necessary to send a squadron or a Company at least, in that direction

becavse the Garrison of Fort Laramie must necessarily be sufficiently

pccupied in the labors prescribed to it of building quarters and stables

for the accommodation of the troops destined to winter at that post and in

vrocurring hay for the public animals.

With regard to the medical staff of your command, the General

directs me to say that you are anthorized to detach from Forts “earney

and Laramie, one of the medical officers stationed at those vosts, whenewer

you may deem it necessary for ﬁhg'géalth and safety of your troops. 4Asst,

Surgedn Getty is crdered to accompany Major Howe until he overtakes your

command, when he is to report to you for duty until an opportunity offers

for his reaching Fort Laramies arrived at which post, Asst. Surgeon Crowell
: bl

will report to you for duty and continue under your direction until further

orders from these Head Quarters.

!
1

I am Colonel
Very respectfully
Your obedient sgervant

0.F., WINSHIP
Adb.G,

106

Howe

62
7%

Captain A.P.
Ltn Artillery

Fort Leavenworth, K.T.

Captain:

Your letter of the 17th

instant

a

Head Quarters, Sioux Expedition
Saint Louis, Me., June 25, 1855,

sking to have Lieut. R.C. Drum

-




|
|
z
.}
t

I am now engageds,

aid,

as Dr. Hamm HPmmond‘s chargsa,

save time) the Ceneral

in

which is reported to have su

I enclose these documents to your office in the hove that 80 soon

shall be forwarded to you (as they will be direct, to.

chief may deem it expedient

T have arrested Dr., Simons because

ffered so much from the

martial, as I cannot do sowithout manifest detriment to the service in which

-

views of my duty, allow him to continue the only medical officer at a post

I am, Colonels
Very respectfully
Your chedient servant

W.S. HARNE
Bvt. Brig. Gen.

to order a court

I cannot consistently with my

want of his professional

152
Simons

Army Hdo
Qrse

Asst. Surgeon J.
Medical Staff
Fort Riley, K.T.

Sir:

arrest, the reasons

arainst youUe.
(o ]

(Bvt. Brig. General W.S. Harney),

for which, will appear in the charges tha:

Head Quarters, Sioux Expedition
- Camp near Fort Kearny

Avgust 2%, 1855

! T am directed by the General Commanding the Sioux Expedition

to order you tc consider yourself under

I am, Sir; Very respectfully
Your obedient servant

0.F. WINSHIP
.!\CADG.

will be preferred

153

Assistant Ad

ijutant General

It. Col. 5. Thomas
Fd, @rs. of the Army
N. York

103

Cclonel:

Head Quarters, Sioux Expedition

Camp near Fori Xearny
August 23rd, 1855



T have the honor to report, for the information of the General-
| in=chief, that I arrived st this place en route for the Sioux country, on
the 20th instant: not however without considerable delays arising from SNl
heavy roads :1d swollen streams, caused by conftinuous and heavy rains.

T shall leave tomorrow in the direction of Fort Laramie, with ;f
about six hundred troops; viz~ Light Company "G Lith Artillery, Companies o
"L and XK'y, 2nd Dragoons, A,E‘H,I,Aand K, 6th Infantry, end Company "E", 10th 3 :i-;;
Infantry; also a detachment of Ordnance men. Detachments of sick, conv&lescenﬁs;‘f
e-c, from the above named companies are left to guard the vpost of Fort Kearny %

under the command of Captain Hendrickson, 6th Infantry. : ;_:gkﬂ

‘ The informaticn I have yet been able to obtmin regarding the S
hostile Sioux bands is too indefinite for me to determine ncw, precisely
the movements I shall make, but they will be duly reportzd to you when : e
definitively settled upon. _ . o :

Lieut. Warren, Topographical Engineers, his Assistant Mr. Carrey,
and an escort of six men of the country, arrived here last night direct from
Fort Pierre; in a journey'of fifteen days, and witain a measured distance
of three hundred miles. The atiemﬁ% wes & bold and vnauthorized one, but
justified, I think, by the results} that might resscnably have been expected
and, indeed, have actually been realized from it. In fact, Lieut., Warren
and Mr, Carrey are, in my judgmeht$ entitled to the highest credit for their
zeal and disinterestedness, in this hazardous undertaking. This party
was frequently on Indian trails, from one to three days old, and Lieut. Warren
is of the ovinion, from the most relieble information he could gain, that
the Brule's are now in the "Sand Buttes," on and South Bast of the Lau Qdu
Court.

I have this day received communications, (by Exvress from Fort

| Leavenworth), from Fort Pierre, which represent the state of affairs at that

vost in fully as favorable a light as I ¢ould have expected. The reports of



copies can be made oute’

I am, Colonel;

Cavtain Simpson and Lieut. Warren relative to the country passed over by
- [ —— ) Sl T )

them,-and to the ioux Ind ans in general, will be forwarded as scon as:

.

T have also sent an express to Fort Pierre requiring five companies
of the garrison of the same to meet me on the White Zarth river, with a view
to stricking a decisive blow against any one of the hostile wands of Sioux

which it may be found possible and expedient to attack. . o

Very respsctfully vk G
Your obhedient servant.

WaSe HARNEY
Bvt. Briz. CGene

Head Suarters, Sioux Expedition
Carp above Fort Kearny,
August 24, 1855

T am directéd by the General Commanding the expedition, to say
that you will prevent the Indiar Agent on the Platte from making any vayments

of Tndian Amnuities within his Agency until the General arrives, or gives

I am, Colosnel
Very ressectfully
Your obedient servant

0.F. WINSHIP
AcAeGe

et 4t

Hoffman Bvt, Lt. Col. "m.

‘ iMajor 6th Infantry
iComdg Fort Laramie
106 . {Colonel:

112

Head Cuarters, Sioux Expedition
Camr No., 5 (on the Flatte
August 27, 1835

154 ;
Hoffman- Lt. Col. Wm,
; Major 6th Infantry
Comdy Fort Laramis, H,TL
88 [Colonel:
106
you further instructions in the premises.
155




! this country.

of guns and ammunition until the settlement of the bresent difficulties in

b : 2 L _ ) s b BEAGE w ; R
To suppress this trade it may be necessary to establish a post bR
at the Big timbers a most eligible position for troops, and one not only

calculated to have a good effect in controling the Cheyennes and Arrapshoes,

but the Platte Sioux Alsos” = : : &

I am, Colonel: u\g§ 
o jige Very respectfully, gt
W : . Your obedt., Sevt,

W.S. HARNEY . - f i
Bvr. Brigs Gen. &}

196

Assistant A

Fead Quariers, Sioux Zxpedition .
Camn near Yort Laramie, F.T.
September 26th, 1855

1jutant General : ‘
Lieut. Col, S. Thomas P P
Head Suarters of the Army
New York

Colonel:

I ha?e.thenhdnor to report, for the informaticn of the General-
in«Crief, that previous to leaving my Camn on the Blue Water on the 9th
instant, I caused a small field work to he thrown un near the mouth of Ash
Hollow, and left, as a carrison to the same, Captain Yharton and his Comvany
(I), of the 6th Infartry; leaving also, at the same rost, a vortion of the
orisoners and property captured in the engacgement of the 3rd ins*tant, on the
Rlue Water.

My object in establishing that vost was to afford a point of suprort
for the vublic and emigrant trains, and the monthly mail passing bvetween
| Ports Kearﬁy and Laramie; and also to have the means of furnishing escorts
to the same.

On the 7th instant, I detached Captain Eeth's Company (Z), 10th

-

Infantry to escort two large trains which left Ash Hollow in advance of me,
and moved on the ovposite {right) benk of the North Platte. I vreferring

reater facilities for subsisting my animals, I
£

1

the left bank as offering

-

2

arrived onvosite to the mouth of lLaramie Creek, about a mile and a half
e ]




helow Fort Laramie, on the evening of the 15th instant and encamved, on the
Ifollowing morning between the Platte and the Laramie, a short distance below
the Fort with the infantry, sending the mounted trooprs some miles above for A
grazing.

On my arrival at this place I learned that there was a camp of . »
some 300 lodges of Ogalalas and Brule's about 35 miles above the:?ort,‘on ‘
the Laramie Creek, where they have been assembled by the Indian Agent Major
Twiss, who assured me that they were not hostile and begged only for their
lives and property. After an Interview with the Agent I sent‘through him
for (the Chief man of there Bands) the "man who is afraid of his horses"
the principal chief of the Ogalelas, and the "Big Partisen the-principal
chief of the Brules and & few others of the most infZuential men, and made
tnown to them my wishes - I told them that the only conditions on‘which
they could expect peace were, the prompt delivery of the murderers of thé
Mail party in Nov. last the restoration of all stoelen animals, and a pledge
on their part to keev the road through their Country open and Safe for
travel « These Conditions wera'fea@ily acceded to by them, narties have been
sent from their bands, for the nuéﬁose of carrying these reguirements into
}effecﬁ, - I alsc told them that they mﬁst remaln Scuth of the Platte and
'take no vart in the affairs that might havpen North of that river - I am
not prepared tolsay‘bhép I have any great confidence in these promises, but'r
I consider it but just, to give them as ovprotunity to vrove their desire
for peace, by their acts., - besides this will allow me to move gowards
Fort Pierre, thru, the hostile Sioux Country, in accordance with my
original intentions - T felt warranted in granting these cenditions, from
the fact that I had already inflicted a severe chastisement upon them in
xilling some 100 of. their people, and taking over 70 of them vrisoners in
the action of the 3rd Instant on the Blue Watery Should the Indians fail
to comply with these conditions the delay will at least allow me to muture
my plans and bring more troops into the field next Spring.

Tt is prover that I should State here that I have had since my
arrival at this place the most cordial, and effective ccorperations of
Major Twiss the Agent I have bdefore alluded to. He has been unremitting

in his efforts to make the Indians of his agency understand precisely the




obiect of my visit. .

In this Connection, I cannot but express my repret that no-vositive .

instructions have been given me as to the course I should pursue with thase

b3

Indians in the event of their making propositions for peace. rom the ;
Circumstances of the Case, I had no reason to expect that those who were
hostile could be precisely recognized from those who were not; but I deem it

important that I should be advised how the former shall be treated after

{ having been properly chastised, and evinced & disposition to Sue for terms.

Major L.P. Craham, 2nd Dragoons has been detached with a Sguadron

of his regiment to relieve Captain ¥harton and his Company of the 6th Infantry -

at Fort Grattan, which last officer is directed to return with his Command
to Fort Kearney, and Major Graham to return to this vost (after breaking;
up Fort Grattan) and bring with him the public Ctores, escoriting on nis
return such trains, etc., as may require his protection. '
Lieutenant Colonel Cooke will leave tomorrow for Fort Riley, where

the better part of the 2nd Dragoons, which he temporarily commands, are

expected to be assembled by the,time of his arrival at that vost, I deem - "

™

Colonel Cooke's presence at Tort ﬁiley as necessary, not only to the
Superintendance of regimental affairs, but of these of the pest, :Lieut,
Colonel Andrews Deputy. pay master General also leaves tomorrow for Fort
Leavenworth, Saint Lounis, and if he deems it necessary for Washington, with

a view to making the best arrangements for the payment of the Troops of the

Expedition, Colonel Andrews has been most efficiently engaged in the discharge |

of his avpropriate duties, but he requires at least one Assistant on the
Oregon RBoute to insure the promot payment of the vosts on the same., 1T
would suggest that the Paymaster at Fort Leavenworth be vlaced under Colonel

e
Andrews, and I would further add that in my judgment, the best interests of
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district which I now command. The reasons for such a change are, that

Fort Leavenworth is the vrincipal depot and initial moint for the troops and



suprlies of the Expedition. .
‘ T intend to leave the 29th instant for the Country of the Brules and
Miniconjous, énd if. I do not succeed in finding them‘I shall march to Fort
Pierre and then make an other effort in a different direction, should the
Seasor not be teoo far advanced. | | - |

I am, Colonel

Very respectfully
Your abedient Servant

W.S5. HARNEY
Bwvt., Brig. Gen.

Head Cuarters Sioux Expedition
Camp near Fort Larsmie, N.T.
S¢ cember 23th, 1855 '

¥
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Hoffman Bvt. Lieut. Col. Wm

' Major 6th Infentry j
Commanding Fort Laramie i
i 4.5, . t
! g

134, . ;Sir: '

T T am directed ‘by the Commending Geméral to inform you'that you

can vpermit  the Ogalalas and Brules bands of Sioux to establish a camp in the
Py [ & = ..

vicinity of Fort Laramie shonld they comply with their vromises to deliver

the murderers of the Mail party and restore stolen property, and besides -
evincing by their conduct, that they are sincere in their desire to be on
friendly terms, with the Whites. Should they however show a hostile disposifion‘
you will take such measures towards them as you may deem necessary in the
;premises, at the same time taking due car: not to expcse small parties to

! their.attack. If the murderers of the Mail party be delivered into your

hands you will keep them in confinement until you can send them to the frontiers,
when you will disvatch them to Fort Leavenworth, and turn them over to the

Commanding Officer of that vost. Should any of their friends desire to

accompany them you can permit from ten to twenty to do so.

During the Winter you will take such measures as you may deem

necessary to keep yourself well informed as to the nesition of the Indians,

their conduct, and their intentions, and should any thing of importance

transpire you will immediately communicate it to the General.




\

H

they in consecuence of the unsettled

obtain their supplies frem the usual

The Ceneral also directs that Major Graham, on his return from
| Fort Grattan,  turn over to you all the lodges and sther captured property

that he may havas brought from that post..

The General likewise directs that you can sell a limitted amount

gate of the Country, be ugable to

charnel,

T am )
Very respectfully
Tour obedient servant

C.F. WINSHIFP
AAG.

RS
Sq, T

jof provisions, to the hunters and traders, in the vicinity of the vost, should
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Adjutant Genpral
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i Colonel: o

Cocl. S. Cooper
U.2. Army .
Washington, D.C

I have to acknowledge the.receint since th

{ orders '"No. 13" Svecial Orders 'lNo.

and a letter dated August 18th 1855,

Head Quarters Siocux Zxvedition
Camp on the Raw Hide. N.T,
September Z0th 1855 F

21st ultimo of General

i)

142", (thru the Department of the West,)

I am Colonel, Very respectfully
Your obedient servant

WeSe HARNEY
Bvt. Briga. Gen,

199
Assistant A
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jutant Gen,
Col. S. Thomas
Hd. Qrs. Army
New York

Colonel:

Head tuarters, Sioux Zxpedition
Carp in the Mauvaisses Terres

October 10th 1855



