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Diary of a Forty Niner ﬂE:}:éL
alddon 0. Je. Badl " 5

Extracts from the daily Journal of 0. J. Hall, Nauvoo Illinois who in
company with Phineas XKimball and N. K. Eall with outfit of wagon, three
-yokes of oxen,one yoke of cows-whole cost of outfit with the exception of :

clothing-*500. ; Z
Wedn sday May 2, 1849 ~Crossed the Mis sissippi River at night-drove :

towards us perhaps rather more so on account of theif having a son-in-

law started on the same expedition,
Thursday ¥ay,3,1849-The next day we proceeded on our way to Josiah

- Henkles-di:stance 18 miles. There were some very hard showers of rain
during the day,rocads muddy-Fathan rode on to Camps and met us that nightg

at Henkles.
Friday May 4,1849-Kimball and myself went back to Charleston and

about to look up another yoke of oxen,as our load was too heavy for the
team we had. We did not find any that suited.
Saturday Mey 5 1849-This day'ne went to Fa rmingtcn and there purchased

a yoke of Oxen for £40. _
Sunday Hay 6,1849-This morning wqﬂeft Henkles and proceeded-weather

:fair-Camp overtook us nine miles on'our way to bld us a parting farewell-
called and saw Wiss Aeproceeded to Bonapart-crossed the river and encamped-

Jdistance 13 miles.
i’ Eonday May 7,1849-Drove i5 miles near Mechaniesburg -nothing much took

', place except we got stuck and had to unload to get out.
;‘ Tuesday Mey 8,1849-This morning we find a prodigious bad mud hole and

?'5 got stuck again and had to unload-here we overtook two %we horse teams

3 Stringtown and encamped by an acquaintance Norman Chirman-distance 15 miles,
i Vednesday ¥ay 9,184G. Today we traveled 15 miles and enczmrped near

'] Drakesville.
: Thursday May 10,1849. Proceedd to Soap creex-l? miles—I amused myself

1 in shooting birds-we were overtaken by Olmon Babbitt who has contract to

carry-nail from Council Bluffs to Salt lake Valley-he took supper and

one mile and one half and encamj.ed at Esq. Beckleys-they were very kind- -
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end breakfast with us and then he treated with brandy and cigars.
Friday May 11,1849-Started on our days Journey and reached Whiskey

point-distance 20 miles.
Saturday May 1<,1849-This morning we took an early start and reached

H Chariton Point-distance 25 miles and laid by for over Sunday-did some

little necessary fixings and I tried to make biscuits-I had tolerable luck.
Monday May 14.1849-We fell in with some company from #ineral Boint,Wis,

consisting of four wagons, three ox teams-they appear to be very nice people

two ladies. Distance 20 miles.
Tuesday May 15,1849. Ve traveled 23 miles near a place called Lost

Camp-during the day our Wisconmsin Ladies got on their riding skirts and

mounted their horses,as they had two of them along. XKimbal soon fell in
company with them and the way they galloped away over.thé prairies was:

a caution. '
¥ednesday May 16,1849-This morning we proceeded cn our Journey and en-
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cémped in Pisgy-distance 15 miles-in crossing Srand River at this place

e

. we had eleven yokes of oxen to draw us up the bank.
Thursday 1 May 17-Today we crossed two branches of Grand Biver and
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proceeded on to the 30 mile prairie-16 miles,
Friday Hay 18,1849-Today we have traveled 14 miles,and encamped on
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' a branch of the Notway in company with 12 teams-crossed a number of narrow -

,'¥

deep streams.
Saturday May 19.Kimball is complaining and thinks he is’ going to be

sick-some rain during the day,only 6 miles.
1 Sunday May 20-We concluded to lay by today-afternoon heavy rain-

! Kimball no befer. ;
Monday May 21,1849-This morning we start on our march again-considerable

attends him.
Tuesday-This morning we got an early start in order to lead other

graln during the day-we traveled 12 miles. A doctor from Michigan company
!company~roads generally good-two sloughs took ten yokes of oxen to drag wagon
ithrough. Tonight finds us encamped on the Knishnabotany in a place called
iIndian town-six houses, The Indiazns left one yezr ago. Ve visited some of

itheir burying grounds-they lay body on top of ground znd cover it wifh a
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bark or punchecn and a 1ittle dirt on top;ag it cdecays the‘body becomes
naked. Distancéii.Amiles, ! : 7 Y
_-Wednesday May 23-Kimball anxlous to stop till he gets beéter-Dr. Terrie
of st. Mérjs I1l. stoped with him—tonight we encamped on Vest Kﬁishabotany
distance 20 miles-here we had to swim our cattle, . \
Thursday 1849. Ve traveled on six miles because of rain-stoped within
8 miles of Kanesville-nr.stoﬁe end I went on into town. Now we find ourselves
in Mormon Town just 330 miles from Nauvoo-on the rozd 22 days.

Friday May 25,1849-We took lodging at national hétel and now we hurry
to meet the boys with their teams-Yought a barrel of flower for7$11. This
place consists of thfee stores and one tavern.

Sunday 1849.-Today the boys pick on me with anpther man to go up the
I river to Ferry 12 miles-to see what comﬁanies are fdrming-on my way come
E . :

ﬁ across Rufus Bates-returned and found a Methodist prescher,Brier in camp-

f

he presched to us at 4-quite 2 smart man. He is on his way to Californis,

' his company 1s forming tomorrow.
%5 Monday. Rothing of importance,moved down the river 4 miles to 20

wagonSwplenty of Indians begglnz.
Wedd” sday—still here on our old camping ground-today we organized into

a SanFrancisco company-it conslsts of one colonel,one &dgutent two wagon

. masters,seven captains.John Brophy~Colona1-K1mball returned today,heaith

S

' better.

L Thursday 1849 Two keel boats landed today with fur-the men running them
i

g tommorow.

d
1
5
‘S
ihad squaws for wilves-there 1is prOSpect of cur getting Ferry day after

'i Friday.Moved our incumpment down to ferry-Kimball gone to Kainsville-

thinks of crossing at upper ferry 18 miles above and then meet us at Elkhorn

‘ b ‘river-orders are given to be resdy to commence ferrying at 4 a, m.

Szturday. This morning I set my foot for first time in Indian se&l in

west-we are over the river zbout 12 teams encaumped-Indizns zs thick as

g

"toads zround a mill pond.

:
f

Sundsy.Encamped nezr a missidnary sfation¥last‘night stending guard
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sermons. It was interesting to hear Indian students sing.
Monday June 4,1849. Nothing of importance-we are waiti ng for the rest
to get over the rlverupretty country—this statlon has 40 acres inciuded,

mostly in grain wheat,hedding out. -
Tues.A company was dispatched this morning to assist in getting the

ballance of teams over the river-some suspision last night of Indian attack

false alarm.

I shot an Indiens dog ~-today I attended meeting at the stetion,heard two
Vednsday.Last night at sounding of horn ,company gathered together
to take into considerztion the propriet of allowing & man with his family
g to move on with us-sne is expecting to have & child-a committe was appointed
to report-a motion was made that they should not be allowed to go with us-
g a vote was taken to move at eleven next day. Our divisions were organized
i

'ard captain$ elected. H. Ambrose was captain of our division. This morning

[;a storm came up at seven-it cleared off so we started. There are three

tribeq of Indizns Pawneses,0mahaws and Otos. The Pawnees are filthy. Country

)

ijrich broken soll-prairie on one side and woods on other, Our course is
:?parallel with river northwest. 14 miles then camped. Another bad thunder

| storm. . . :
Thursday June 7.Pleasant morning started at seven. On our travel we

£
v
¥

discovered two graves supposed to be 1migrants Incamped on Eappee,good

Springmcountry more level-good for wheat,the beauties of neture are around

i ‘

us Grass 12 inches high with wild pink rose. - ;

v~

Friday. Last nigh a man overtoox us with company of 25 ragons-vote was

“taken and decided in negative orders wer to start at Seven-reached the

i by

Elkhorn at 11-distance 9 miles-all prairie. Fo country from Nauvoo has

.

equaled it,timber well grown up to gracs. River 5 rods wide. Here we over-
‘took fifty wagons of Mormon company. Ve cross tomorrow. The ferry is a
raft. I stand guard tonight. :

Saturday June 9,1849-From two to three hundred Indizns assembled on

ank as we left the river.traveled 13 miles.Indians friendly-sandy soil.
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Monday. Rain,somé of compény'started ﬁithout regard to order-it socon
f,stoped and we had a pleassnt day except for some deep sloughs—one wagon
- broke down—officers are ccnsulting. I had a fine chase after two antelores

“my horse fell and left me crirled but not Serious-traveled 22 miles-camped

by Platte.no timber.
Tuesday June 12.0fficers think it advisable totake 1oad along and

leave man to fix his wagon. Just as we were Fegdy to start up come 100

:
%
I
.
i
]
§
]

Indlans from a Buffalo hunt-they claim to be Skeder tribe. There were
_heavily loaded with meat, One span of horses got frightened and broke a

1wagon tingue-traveled 20 miles-ehcamped'on the Platt.

Vedns.June 12,18/9-Te had a prodigious shower-hard getting the guard
for later part of night-scme are to be ccurtmarshelled- traveled 9 miles

stoped at Beaver river and took dinner. One of coppany saw Prairie dogs-

o |

‘more rain—It appears that here has been an old mission station-ﬁfield

1nclosed by rails/
i3 Thurs. Started from Plum creek-we came on a deserted Indian town—the

]
i

wigwams surrounded by an old fourt-their huts were mostly burned down—saw

A

SEVeral buffalo heads and- horn,some viere 14« years old when killed. At

vedar river we had to raise our wagon beds with blocks-bad fording-one
_( %
of wagons upset-Mr Remington and I went out on hunt 17 miles-encamped-

burned weeds to cook by; : 5

3ith whom we had traveled thru Iowa-after a shaking of hands they told

O AR T e e e
o

'ﬁs they had lost one of their company-he hed gone to examine the river

o

~ for fording when he got into deep water and had to swim. On his tomb is

ingraved In memory of Dr. AA Graham of Adrian Michigan.
; June 16-This day is spent in examining the river for a ford-a young

1

Friday. In six miles we reached Loop fork- there we found a company

T, N
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‘Iman in other company is very sick ﬁ;th the cholers. il
= Sunday.Another company arrived reporting they had lost two men with

1| the Cholera-Just informed the man is dead-name Richard Perry.

¥onday. This morning commenced ferrying and a hard time of it-all

fjacross at 1 oclock-two other companles crossed in afternoon-our company

1 took a vote to receive one of companies with us-our division then with
iidrew and joined SanFrancisco union. : : :
i Tuesday June 19-Traveled 24 milescompany of Indiznsasserted they were
!iin pursult of another tribe. As presents we gave one a2 handkerchief
5!

iand another some beads. Very hard traveling-mo water soil very poor. .
a ¥ednsday.-Traveled 27 miles-camped on Platt-roads better.

{1 June Zi-We had a heavy rain last night making roads bzd-passed large
i ' Dog town-shot one-traveled 22 miles-encamped on Platt. .

i Friday June 22,18.9-We traveled 23 miles-camped on Buffslo creek-
passed beautiful prezirie. Six buffaloes seen today but none killed- it

- 1s surprising to see dog town-We have shot many but it is getting to
1 ] .

T
' be dull amusement.
= |

i

it avtvda

Saturday. Iraveled 16 miles making 259 from Council Bluufs.
June 24.Traveled.12 miles and enczmped no Indians in sight.
Eonday.Traveled ‘19 miles-Rev. Briers wagon upset no serious damage.
Tuesday June 26-Traveled 22 miles-crossed two brocks and one spring.

Wednsday. This morning from some cause the cattle made a break from
Corral-broke two wagons,smashing wheels so we had teo repair-a party of
us went on a Buffalo hunt-we killed wolves and antelopes. Saw many dead
.~ buffalo-very tired when we returned. ¢
| June 28 1849-Traveled 18 miles -encamped on Platt-this part of country
is full of Alkli-as water dries up leaves on ground..

3 ‘ _ T '

Friday-Traveled 15 miles-crossed Bluff fork in morning,encamped by

spring of water-today a burralo was killed by one of company,had & fine:
supper out of it tonight. ) S

£ 3 ' :
Saturday-Traveled 18 miles-very hard sandy bluffs-today a compzny of

us went on Buffalo hunt-ssw siz but did not kill any-a company of Indians

are encamped on opposite side of river about 300.

E ? Sunday. Company voted to travel today-started 6.320-8 miles--overicok
znother company who begged us to stop and turn back as Indians were about
to make attack-all went bazck but one man to wagon-company returned and
reported there was no trouble-1l4 miles. :

i

s & g

; 1 July 2-Here is first rock we have scen since we left Missouri-this
- forenoon we passed 12 dead Indians bodies-they are wrazped in Buffalo

robes other articles laid on top of ground.. Yeaterday passed grave of

Fisk immigrant. Today at 11 ovlock we passed Lone tree,which we had been

¥
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1 looking for-traveled 19 miles. T : ]

i Tuesday July 3,1849-Encamped on Crab creek-traveled 20 miles-quite
a stir was raised in mountzineers company today on account of Jim Murphy
. refusing to do duty-at noon thry tried him and tried to tie him to hind
‘end of wagon,but for some reason untied him. At night they carried his
. trunk of clothing outside of the guard and put him with it-a vote is
taken by Comrzny to lay by to celebrate the forth. {

Vedbsday-We are now 419 miles from Councillﬁluffs. “fter arriving
at this point the boys prepared a piece of ground and in evening had a
;cottilion party.Chimney rock can be seen 40 miles away-Scots bluff 50

T

miles,

| July5-Traveled 24 miles-It 1is délightful to climb bluffs and
«i;examine. specimens of rock petrified from different materials-also the
different flowers. -
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Saturday-Roads very dusty-saw a notice of man drownded in crossing
{ : chimney rock. g & -

- B '
F Sunday July 7 1849-Company voted to travel 16 miles-here we find .
. plenty of timber for cooking,the first for 200 miles.

¥

¥

B

July 9-10-11-411 hands lay by to repair our wagons-we)cut off
our wagon bed-rolled up to Fort Laramie and ferried the river-encamped
.close,no feed. :

;% Thursday-Iraveled 21 miles-arrived at warm spring at'noon,cattle
. would not drink-country very hilly-here is another. fine spring-Pine
and red cedar-cattle look bad.A number of camps in sight.

July 13-Started at seven-soon overtook a company of Dutch-our trail
- passed them-some dispute ,we threw rocks at them which soon hushed. them.
. Roads very rough~We passed Larima peek-feed tolerably good,20miles.

4 3 ;
F? Saturday July 14,1849-Fe struck the Platt at noon-scenery-bluffs
: 250 ft. high-here we saw some mountain sheep. g

i e : .

& Sunday~A vote was to travel today-we saw 6 buffalo-reached

- La Bonte river at noon-company voted to stop-it is cherry music in the
night to hear the wolves set up their howl around camp. Large Elk

. horn along road-six men can set on them. ;

L
- ;i Thursday-¥%e have finally reached the Platte and ferried the river
. again,reached here the 17th-Distznce from Fort,97 miles. A very hard
time,lost three days,no grass,the cattle had to pick wild sage. Roads
are stony so kattle are tenderfooted. We took them up Deer creek 15
miles for feed. It is surprising to see the zmount of property thrown
away such as wagons,chairs,stoves,clothing and provisions. If I were
b lte start again on such a trip I would take one pound of glue,two pounds
| tof slipery elm bzrk,one peck of corn,this I could go thru with.Yesterday
felt unvell so took medicine. Today helped zt ferry. Ve szt three of our
wagon tires yesterday. We killed a fine buffzlo yesterday and are fixing
for a public supper. : :
L July 22-Qur supper last night consisted of 35 persons-a toast was
druck by Renington,-it was as follows 0
Here we are on the River pPlatt
And heres hoping we never turn back.

¢
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Yesterday there came up a violent storm so Guickly that we didn't have
i time to unhitch the wagons. We had to stznd by the cattle and stern the
E storm. After it wes over the hail lay six inches deep. On the night of
¥ the nineteenth after ferrying the river we made our beds in the open
and there came a shower which wet us finely. A vote was taken to travel
# today but some of our cattle were wissing and we did not find them
# £ti11l noon. I had 2 fine trunk left me by a compzny leaving their wagons
i here and goin to pack thru-Kimball had one given him alsoﬁfo we leave
& tvo chests-plenty of bzcon thrown eway at this place. = :

: Tuesday July 24 1849-Started on our travel at 7-had a hard day

|1 because of no water or feed-traveled till 10 when we reached Spring,

; but no feed-cattle very tired. ve passed Avinew rock also Alkli springs.
1 during the day we passed 37 dead cattle. Today we traveled 10 miles

i little feed-passed 26dead-this country is barren.%e expect to rezch . - *'.
: south pass in about 6 days-we are in mountains. ;

Wednsday-encamnped on sweet watter-here T elimbed 2 high
|| mountein-near camp is Independence rock. It is 300 yards in length
. end 100 in width. To take & fair view of it would take at leest 2 days.
i . Many names writen on. Next we came to Devils gate. It is where sweet
water goes thru mountsin., lhe wzlls are 400 £t high.

i
I
|
|

& Friday-Today we voted to fest,it.is a genersl time for
. washing. Here feed is good,much alkli in grass.

it Honday-Up to this date many events have taken place.We are 55

~ miles from pass-the mountains look as if covered with Snow. We had
tolerable grass for a few days. Dead cattle and property of: all kinds
are still strew along the road. On 28 we came to first rate wagon

and left ours and took that-yesterday morning we killed a fine bufzlo,
Vie have warm.days and cool nights-company all enjoying health.Froze
ice in wash pan. ‘ : :

b

& |

Thursday August 2-We are within 4 miles of South pass encamped.Here is
' plenty of snow to be seen on mountzins. A vote is carried to lzy here

and recruit our teams-Four govermment officers met us with deserters
arrested one out of our company by name of Baker who had joined us a

few days ago-they were from Laranie, . ;

! Apgust 7,18/9-The ekpress came and stayed over night with us-they
sald the Mormons were preparing to accomodate 3000 imigrants.

1 Oregon Territory aug 7-Now we are west of rocky mountains-roads
! tolerably good-last night we encamped at Facific springs-tonight on -
little Sandy went 24 miles today without grsss or watter.Our company
had four cattle die we think from drinking alkli-it scemed strange
‘after traveling 800 miles and water all running one way to see it change.
&
& thursday £ug 10,1849-ionight encamped on Green River ,country
like plain-haridly know we are descending a mountain-we have crossed
Little and big Sandy-place looks like home. Willows grow here from one
to two feet thru-very clear water.
3 caturday-Encamped a2t Fort Bridger-plenty of grass. Ve crossed -
& Harri”s and Black Fork-mountains covered with snow.Fort is a trading

i

point-one store-whiskey®< pint.Tin cups .50 each.Traders have SQuaws

Kk

~ for wives.

[TERE )




some as“mahy.as three., T e il : . G CnsEE
- August 13 1849-We lay here to rest and recruit teams-distance

froﬁ Green river 56 miles-horses per hezd $80 to 2150-oxen®80.

'Wednsday-Enéamped on Beszr river-travéled'last night till Io-
found no water-started early and reached here at8t-altitude 6665 ft.

This river is fringed with willows and groups of hawthorns.Valley 3 or
14 miles wide bounded by mountains on all sides-one mountain we had to
jlock down 1% miles. Ve are now among Snake Indizns-quite intelligent
{plenty of fine horses.They ride along tent poles draged by ponies.

August 19-ve are 26 miles from Salt Lake city-Mr Ambrose and

imyself left the train and travled into town-found a pleasant location.

i (Distance from Wiber river to city 40 miles,making whole distance from

| Nauvoo 1364.Teams reached here Monday 20.Nathan reports one ox drop dead
.in road.Provisions high here, flour %8 to 12 per 100-Beef.05 to.08 pound,

i

| ‘coffee .25ssugar 35,horses 150,good wagons %5 508 20. i

3
§

- Monday-¥#e have decided to dilspose of teams for mules and pack
thru-we have one horse valued at %100-disolved partnership with Kimball-
I attended church yesterday and such a discourse by Bringham Young I
never heard.A perfect blackguard,streams of oaths rolled from his mouth
thru discourse.This valley consists of 1400 citlzens-plenty of snow on
mountains-Indians have little intelect-very filthy,eat crickets and
¢ sunflower seads-they are the Utah.

September 1,1849-%his morning we leave Salt Lake,with 9 horses and
two mules,T wggon,7 men and 1 lady.Our fitout has been very expensive.
our animals cost from $£50 to £100 each-we have sold clothing to light up-
‘there is a hot spring here a great curosity,the water is sp hot that I
can't hold my hand in it more than 14 seconds.Some left a few days ago

. with ox teams but we thot not safe. ‘
Septemberl6-Today being Sunday we lay by and encamped on Humbolt
about 16 miles from the head. Our raod has been very rough as a -
general thing-it has continued from one mountain to another,in' some of
valleys we found good grass,some ®nglish clover and wild oats,no timber
here but small willows,wild sage for fuel.We have not been out of sight
of snow for several days-we have to be on the watech constantly for
¢ Indians,we are not among a tribe of root,diggers-aﬁew-nights ago the
| watch found an Indian leading off one of horses which was staked near
. the wagon.The Indian droped the lariat and ran for sagebrush.Country
© | not much account. :

! Sunday.Sept.23-Another week has rolled around and finds us on
Humbolt ,roads dusty and hard wheeling.We had to go over mountain to
'2void canyon,we had to stop without grass or water,next day we
‘reched water at 10 and grass at one.Ve overtook some teams of our old
‘company.They said the couwpany that took Hastings cut off,they went
60 miles without gress or water,many dled-some that rezched water
‘were past speaking with blcck tongue,blood ran from mouth.¥hen they ;
‘revived they carried water back to others. It mast have been a horrible
'scene.VWagons lay in plles andproperty along trail.Indians very '
ithievish-ll}‘aead of cattle stolen in one place.Some lost their whole

‘_train by death or theft and have to take pack on back and seem like

i
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crazy men .Because of graves along river it is sickly here.A man died

RS -
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ih company nezr us.
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