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This diary was kept by Nr, William A, Gordon who journied by horse back
and caravan from Lexington, Missouri to the Gold Fields of California in

1850, He came back by boat around Cape Horn and up the Mississippl then’

the Missouri River to Lexington. i

i

The Nlary of William A. Gordon

This was written by him when he crossed the Plains going to California
in 4850,

Journal May 3, 1850

Journal April 25, 1850
Left Col. Green's at half past 1 o'clock, staid all night at Mrs,
Elizabeth Eledsoes. Distance traveled about 20 miles.

ApEl s

Left Mrs. #ledsoe's after breakfast by Esq, Waltons; spent an hour
Cr two, Bid them all good bye, went to Lene Jack for dinner, staid all nipht
with a Mrs. Oldham: distance 30 miles. Passes 18 wagons bound for California,

May 1

; Leit “fr. Oldham's after brealkfast, traveled on until a little after
dark, When I overtonk My mess mates; ko wit; B, F. Gordon, Cecrge Rust,
and Idmin Creel. Fncamped on the Wakamsa Creek. Passed a freat many wagons
bound for the gold replons.  Distance traveled about 40 miles, i

May 2
: Traveled about 12 miles and encamped on a branch, about a mile
north of the road, srass tolerably pood; rained all evenine and night.
Our eMBBTal) ‘cot away from us, and all our horses and mules but six. OQur
Company now consists of Mr. Fletcher, Mason, Martin, and im. Vivian, Lind and

Johnson; Wn Parnett, Smith Either, Jimmy Bary and cur mess as named on
Proceeding page.

May 3

Dtd not travel any today. Found all our oxen and all the horses
and mules, but three, 2 horses and 1 mule.

May &4 (Saturday)

M, Vivian, G. Mason and G. Corns, went back some distance in search
of the lost horses and mule. The rest of us took up the line of march towards
the gold regions. Traveled about 15 miles and encamped about half mile north

of the road. I killed 5 large snipes or plovers and we had a fine snipe
Ple for supper. :

May 5 ;

Traveled about 18 miles and encamped on Mision Creck, Vivian, Mason
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and Corns overtook us today about 12 o'clock., They found the 2 horses and

mule and brought them up. G. W. Rust bought a gallon of sweet milk from an
Indian woman, which we relished finely, notwithstanding it was bought of a

squaw, : 5

May 6

(Monday) Took up our line of march as usual for the Eldorado, passed
through a Potawotamie village, situated on the Kansas River at the upper
crossing seemd to be a place of considerable trade. There were four drygoods
stores, hotel, one or two blacksmiths shops. I bought myself a buffalorobe
here paid $4.50. Crossed the river by fordining it and encamped out near the
foot of the hills. Distance 9 miles.

May 7 (Tuesday)

We did not travel any today. Fletcher, B. F. Gordon, Rust and
mysclf went to the Catholic Mision, about 10 miles from our encampment on the
Cal. road. We were looking for grass for out stock; returned the same evening.
Ed Creel got dinner today, made a pot pie composed of 3 blackbirds, 1 snipe,
and 1 duck. It was very fine.

May 8

\ | s
Traveled vn Caw River tcday, crossed Cross Creek and Mill Creek, passed
Circular Saw ilill, Catholic Mision, encamped in a prairie. T killed 3 blackbirds
and 2 snipes. Rust and myself went fishing and caught about 20 small fishes,

May 9 (Thursday)

Traveled six miles and encamped. Vivion, Rust, liays and myself went
ahead to look for grass. TFound excellent grass a little east of the road
on the Vermillicn Creek about one mile from the road. Rust and myself caught
some very nice fish. We had apple ples and sassafras tea for supper tonight,

May 10 (Friday)

Layed by today. Frank Gordon and myself went back ahout 8 miles to
meet the rest of the Dover Company. We have fine grazing at our present
encampment; our stock is doing very well.

May 11 (Saturday)

The rest of the Dover company and 8 wagons from Ohio came up to us
today. We organized a company for the purpose of traveling together, called
the Lafayette and Coshocton Company, by electing Thomas Watkin Captain for
the term of two weeks. B. F. Gordon was his opponent. The vote being a tie
1t was decided by lot. W. Fletcher, Mr. Richmond and Mr. Barnett were elected
as wagon masters. M. Vivion, B, F. Gordon, Mr. Reinland and W. A. Gordon
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were elected advisers. J. H, Hall, Jacob Wolf and W. Fletcher were clected
as inspectors of wagons and teams. Tn my rambles I fell into the ~reel

and got wet to my knees. Had a heavy frost this morning and some ice in our
water buckets, Layed by today,

May 12 (Sunday
Did not travel any today. Nothing of interest occurred worth noting,
May 13 (Monday)

Took up our line of march this morning; passed 2 graves, made last
spring. Have passed 3 in all. All made last spring. Apart of our road today
was quite hilly. We encamped about half a mile west of a 1litile stream,
called Cedar. Myself and 3 or 4 others took a walk to the top of a high
mount some 200 or 300 feet high, Set up a rock on end, about 4 feet in height, -
that resembled an Indian at a distance. Traveled 18 miles.

May 14 (Tuesday)

Started this merning about the usual hour. Passed 2 graves both made
last spring. Road generally hilly; no timber. Crossed a little creeck we
will call it Little Cedar, encamped on the same about a quarter of mile below
the ford. Water in this creek very clear. I was called to see a Mr. George
Williams, who is sick. Yad a fine mess of frogs for dinner tedavy, which were
most excelient. Frank Gordon cooked them., 18 miles distance’

May 15 (Wednesday)

Started this morning at the usual hour. Had a good road, crossed little
creek about 6 miles east of Big Blue--passed 3 graves, all made last vear,
except one which was made in 1846. It was the grave of a lady, 70 vears of
age. FEncamped about 300 yards west of the Blue. Tt is about 49 vards wide
and when we crossed it 2 s feet deep. G, M, Rust and myself caupht a fine
mess of fish out of the river. I was called this evening to see Mr. Maxwell's

~-1ittle son who was sick. Distance traveled 18 miles.

May 16 (Thursday)

Came to the junction of the St. Joseph and Independence roads this morning.
Both roads lined with wagons and teams; which made a great deal of dust. Very
windy today. Some of the boys saw some antelope and some elk today, for the
first time. It was thought that our company was too large to pet along
expeditiously, and it was agreed to divide it into two companies on tomorrow.
Distance 12 'miles,

May 17 (Friday)

Company divided this morning according to agreement yesterday. The
Dover Company consisting of 7 wagons and The Ohio Company 9 wagons. Our
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road was in the prairies all day, it was in fine travel ing condition and a
good natural road. Passed 1 grave. Tncamped in the prairie abeut 1/2 frem
timber and water., Distance traveled 10 miles.

May 18 (Saturday)

i I have lost my original notes for this day also, except distance
traveled, 20 miles.

May 19 (Sunday)

Lost my original notes for this day also, except distance 13 miles.
White cow had a calf today. We encamped on Sandy Creek to the left of the road,

May 20 (¥onday)

We did not travel any teday. I acted the part of washerwoman today,
but somehow or other 1 did not fil1l the office very well, as I did not get
our clothes to lool very white, Frank GCordon went back, G. B. Gordaon today,
who came up with uus yesterday to meet his company. I!lad a heavy rain last
night. I stood guard the latter part of the night. The rain came down 1in
torrents from 1 o'clock till day. Here at this encampment I lost my knife.

May 21 (I?esday)

Traveled Shout ten miles and came to Little Blue Riwver: traveled. up
the same and encarped on its hanks about % mile to the right »f tire road.

Passed 5 graves, 4 made in 49, and 1 in 50. Distance traveled about 22 miles.

May 22 (Wednesday)

Started this morning about the usual hour. Rust, Geodrich, Schmidt
and myself took a hunt today. Saw 1 wolf and 5 antelopes; none of us got a
shot. Rained about half the nipght last night. I. F, Gordon was elected
-Captain today for the term of two weeks. Some 50 wageons encamped within a
mile of each other. A Pawvanee Indian came to our camp this evening. 1, was

kS

nearly entirely naked. Road good. Distance traveled 15 miles. Encamped % mile
the left of the road.

May 23 (Thursday)

Traveled up Little Blue Bottom some 19 or 20 miles after leaving Blue,
Here G. B. Bordon and mess and Dr. Brand and his mess came up with us. Our
company now consists of nine wagons and 37 men. All in pretty good health,
but Jef Campbell, who has accute Rhuematism. Road good. Encamped on a high
prairie, about 1 mile from wood and water. Distance traveled 24 miles.

May 24 (Friday)

Rust, Schmidt and myself went hunting today, saw about 40 antelopes,

to
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3 large rabbits, and 1 turkey, killed notﬁing. Passed 3 graves all made

~last year, Road good generally very level. Came to the Big Platte River

his evening, upon whose banks we encamped. This is a wide shallow stream.
being fordable in many places with wagon and teams. The water is muddy and the
current swift. It is something near a mile wide at this place. Distance
traveled 20 miles. #

Traveled up the bottom of the Platte about 12 miles, when we came to
Fort Kearney, Passed 3 graves, 2 made last year and 1 this year. Wood very
scarce yesterday and today. Had to use green elm and green willow for fuel,
Distance today 22 miles.

May 26 (Sunday)

Layed by today. 1 wrote a letter to my wife and sent ‘it back to ’{,fﬂ"
Fort Kearney by Ed Creel and had it mailed there. We were threatened with Ay
storm last night, but it passed away without coming to us. I was a guard -
and had great difficulty in arousing the boys, to help corral the cattle.

May 27 (Monday)

Several of us went hunting today, saw a good many antelopes, and
wolves, but killed nothing. Passed 2 graves, both made last year. MHad a
considerable thunder storm last night, we all got wet more or less. T cut
our fire wood today with my pocket with my pocket knife. It would have baen
a difficult matter today, to get a riding switch anywhere on our road. Grass is
good also. Encamped on Plum Creek, a small stream ending in the Platte.
Distance traveled 22 miles.

May 28 (Tuesday) : o’

Quite cold today, those that were traveling horseback, found their
overcoats quite comfortable all day. Encamped about 200 yards from the Bank
of the Platte, Cooked our supper tonight with Buffalo chips., Distance
20 miles.

May 29 (Wednesday)

Smith, Hays and myself went out into the sand hills today hunting,
found game very scarce--saw a few antelopes and a wolf or two. Country very
broken. The hills rise from 100 to 300 feet the level of the river, hills
very steep qu hollows very deep. The chief productions of these hills
dre grass hoppers, lizzards and buffalo gnats. Passed one grave, made last
year. Road continues up the Platte bottom and is good. Encamped about 300
yards from the river. Grass good. Distance 22 miles. \

May 30 (Thursday) A
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ﬁink went to §leep while on guard and had his gun taken from hin,
Passed 1 grave toddy made in 1849. Road still continues up the T'larte bottem
and is good. Grass good. Fncamped on a sloo of the river about '; mile from

the road. Distance traveled 22 miles.

May 31 (Friday)

Rouche, Edwards, Hays, Smith and myself went hunting today, but
killed nothing. Saw one buffalo, the first that has been seen hv any of our
company, although thelr carcasses have been thick along the road for several
davs. The first that was killed was on Little Blue. The countrv that we
hunied over today was very broken and sandy. The sterrility of the land was
almost ceomplete there heing very grass or vepetation of any kind, but an
abundance of lizzards and prasshoppers and some prairie dops and rabbits.

e traveled up the South Platte and 18 or 20 miles, and encamped on a sloo of
the same. Distance traveled 22 miles,

June 1 (Saturday)

Considerahle cxcitement in camp this morning, occassioned by several
sm1il squads of buffaloes appearing in sight of camp. layvs 'tlkes and Williams
went in pursuit of them. Tlays and another man from another compary killed
one, We could =ce small herds of them on the opposite side of the river,
occassionally for ten or twelve miles. Myself and some others concluded to
cross the river and give then chase, but we concluded the river was too deep,
and we did not go over. While traveling up the banks of the river we saw a
man on the opposite side of the river in full pursuit of 3. He soon put. 2
of them in the river, which soon crossed over to our side. We were in
readiness to receive them, and as soon as they reached the shores, we pave
them a warm rcception. They sped away as fast as their heels would carry
them and we pursed close on to them, We had great diftficulty in getbing our
horses to po near them, but T finally succeeded in petting my old mare
near enough to bring the fellow to a halt, When I shot him and broke his
thigh, which brought him to the pround; several other shots were fired, after
Re fell. but with Dittle efitect apparently, until I gave him another shot
with my double barreled shot gun, charged with an ounce ball, which broke

pursuit o the other side of the river even came acCross and claimed a first
choice as hg had drawn the first blood, which according to hunters rules he
was entitled to. Some of the rest of the company dispatched the other one
that crossed the river, while we dispatching ours. Both were thin in order
and consequently not very good beef. In the evelng we observed another very

large one, that had crossed over some half mile or mile behind us. Several '
of us concluded we would go back and give him a race, we approached within
about 100 yards and fired several shots at him, and hitting him nearly every
time, which only to make the old fellow mad. Ve would shalbe himself when

hit by a ball and would secem to say by his actions, 1 defy vou.all, just

come near if you dare. Finally, however he thought the odds against him

was too great+and that in his situation was tihe better part of valor
so he took to his heels, and we took after him. My old mare being less afraid
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that the other horses., I ran up in about 20 yards of the old fellow, when he
concluded that the odds against him now is not so great. T will try my strength
again, so he turned up on me just as got to the main traveled road. Seins that
I had such a fearful combatant to contend with, I concluded that prudence

would be the better part of valor on my part; so I give him around with one
barrel, and then beat g hasty retreat, but ir doing so my mare fell down, in
turning around, and threw me off, when my monster combatant was not more

than 10 steps from me, But from some cause, whether through fear, or pity for
myself and old mare, the old fellow stopped. But you must not think that I
stopped retreating, for I had not much more than touched the ground until I was up
and doing some of my best running to pget out of his way, and my old mare was up
nearly as quick as I was, and got out the way a great deal faster. After I

had run a few yards, finding that the enemy was not pursuing, I turned and shot
him with the other barrel. He received not less than 12 or 15 shots before

he yielded up the ghost. MNe fell in about 10 or 15 steps of the road. le was
one of the largest framed animals I ever saw, except the elephant, but was

very poor, so we took none of his flesh for becef. FEncamped on the South Platte
about 300 yards from the river. Road good. Grass only tolerable. Thunder storm
this evein~, lasted but a little while, doing no damage; raincd very little.
Creel and Tdmunds went back this morning after some Buffalo meat, that had been
killed by cne of our company, have not yet returned. 9 o'clock P .M.

Distance traveled 18 miles, '

June 2 (Sunday)

Did not travel tn~day., Hothing worthy of note occured in our camp
today. Benson, Hale lorter, Clonsley and C are encamped about.a mile below
us, went Hown to their camp and spent an hour or two with them.

June 3 (Monday)

Crossed the South Platte today which 1s nearly a mile wide where we
crossed. Tt is like the Maine Platte 1is a turib stream, the water in the
deepest place was about 35 feet deep, which came very nearly swimming some
of our oxen. Fncamped on the divide between the South Platte and Ash Yollow.
There came up a storm while we pitching our tents, which continued all night.
Our cattle strayed off during the ‘night, but we found them apain the next

morning, without much trouble. No srass. Road pood. Distance 18 miles.

June 4 (Tuesday)

Came to Ash Hollow in about 3 miles from where we camped and
descended it to its mouth. Ue had to go down some very steep hills in descending
this holloyw, The hollow is very deep and narrow and the hills are very high,
Passed 1 grave made last year. Grass has been very scarce yesterday and today and
especially‘ﬁg between the North and South Platte. Encamped on the North Platte
about 1/4 of a mile from the river, near Castle Bluffs. Road rough generally
and sandy. Some 20 Indians wipgwams 1 mile from us. The Indians are of the
Sioux tribe. Snowed a little this evening., Distante 12 miles. Rained all
night last night and until 10 o'clock this morning.

June 5 (Wednesday)

We passed an Indian grave today, in which two Indian Chiefs were
buried. They were buried in the following manner to wit. A scaffold was
erected about '8 feet from the ground, poles were laid across this scaffold
and a buffalo skin stretched across these; upon which the Indians were laid

across this scaffold, a fine Spanish blanket WaE spread over Elias Hoail-Had
28 L em. A0a a
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being very sandy in places. Rained again last night, a2ll night and until 9 o'clock
this morning. Encamped about 150 yards from the river. A larre cncampnent of
Sioux Indians, in about % mile of us, a great many of them visited us, begging

for bread, meat and other things. They are. entirely friendly. Distance 16 miles

June 6 (Thursday)

Passed an Indian Village this morning, consisting of about 85 wigwams
or temnts. Passed 3 praves, 2 made this year and 1 last year. Road tolerably
good, apart of 1t was quite sandy. DBenson, lorte, Hale & Co. passed us this
evening. FEncamped about 100 yards from the Platte. A small Indian village
near us this evening. The Indians are great beggars. Grass good. Distance
traveled 22 miles.

June 7 (Friday)

Passed Court House Rocl. this morning about 11 o'clock. ‘It is about
five miles off the road, to our left. At a distance it resembles a circular
wall, rising some 250 or 300 feet ahove its base. 150 or 200 feet above 1its
base it draws in suddently, some 10 or 15 feet, nearly at right angles to the
wall below makin-~ a flat surface of some 10 or 15 feet, which makes a very
nice promenade; it thon rises perpendicularly again several feet, and then makes
anothef of fset, and then rises perpendicularly again, and then another offset,
it is very narrow on its summit, not being over 3 feet wide at *he narrowest
place., On this Rock (or rather it is a bank of sand, spap stono and limestone)
are inscribed hundrelds if not thousands of names. Minc is inscribed upon
its very summit., This is a great natural curosity. Abeut 10 er 12 miles
further on from this great natural curlosity is another called the Chimney
Rock. It is about 2 miles from the road, to the left. It takes its name from
its resemblance to a chimney. At a distance of 8 or 10 miles it resembles
a stack of hemp, capped off nicely, more than anything else that I can compare

o
it to. At a distance of 4 or 5 miles, it more nearly rescmbles a large dome,

~with a spire’ in ite center. Under 2 miles il resembles a chimney rising out

of the center of the mass. This rock, or mass or rocks, will measure 300

yards in diameter. At the top 0f the chimney it is some 15 or 20 feet in diameter.
Where the chimney commences, it is some 30 or 40 feet in diameter. The chimney
is in the form of an oblong square. This rodk also, has many hundreds L not
thousands of names inscribed upon it., I did not ascend to the top of this
rock, because it was much mere difficult and dangerous to do so than Court
House Rock. I put my name scme 200 feet or more above the bhase of the rock.
This rock I think must be at least 300 feet hiph. The scenerv in the bluffs,
along our road today has been exceedingly grand and plcturesque. Passed

2 graves both made last year. Road pood. Crass good and abundant. Encamped
about 300 yards from the river. Distance 25 miles.

7

June 8 (Saturday)

The scenery in the bluffs today was grénd and magnificent. Many
places had a considerable resemblance to a City. The mass of rocks representing
the houses and those towering far above the mass, rescmbled churches with their

domes and spires. We left the river this morni: o bearing to the south so as

to pass around Scott's Bluffs, We pitched our camp tnis evening near those

*
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Bluffs. Had no water for our stock. Passed 1 grave made last year. Roead
good. Grass good. Andther storm this evening. Maring Vivion went ahead of the
teams and got lost from them and had to lie out all night. Several of the boys
were out until after night. Distance 18 miless
June 9 (Sunday) '

Passed a blacksmith shop 5 miles this sfade Scott's Pluffs. B5ix '
graves at this place, 4 made last vear and 2 this year. This shop was
conducted by a Frenchman, whn lived with the Indians and had cne or two for
wives. There is also a trading post at this place. Road pood. Grass good,
Encamped on lorse Creck about 13 miles this side the shop and about a mile
above the ford. Distance 18 miles,
June 10 (Mondav)

Laved by today. I acted the pavt of a washerwoman today again. Whether
it was done better, than T did before I will not say, but it answers the
purpose very well, out here in the wilderness among the Indians, I also
darned my socks., GCommensed writing my fourth lotter teoomy wife,
June 11 6Tuesday)

FPassed a trading post this morning, 20 miles this side of Fort Laramie.
The houses were built of dobe. Buffalo gnats very bad today. Incisped in
the Platte 3Jottom about 600 vards from the river., Road pretty pood. Grass
tolerable :ced. Distance traveled 20 miles,
June 12 (Vodnesday)

Croassed the Laramic River about 3 o'clock this evening. Tt was very o

deep fording, coming very near swimming and wagons and teams. This stream is

“some 20 or 3D miles wide, is muddy and has a very rapid current, rurning at

the rate of 5 or A miles an hour. Fort lLaramie is situatced ahout a mite ahove
the ford, Immediately on the hanks of the river, on the west side. The ford
is about a quarter of a mile above the mouth of the river. The prichkly pear
or cactus, grows very abundantly in this section of country. Ue found it a
difficult matter to find a place large enoupgh to spread our bed without
spreading it on some of them, thus difficult to stretch our tent. I noticed
at least three varietiss today; one being yellow, one spale red or pink

and the other a deep rich red flower., The latter prows in the form of a

cone the flower standing on top. We have secen a great many beautiful flowers
in the last yeek or ten days. ‘e had a storm last night, with rain and hail.
Encamped about 2 miles west of the fort, and about 3/4 miles from the North
Platte. Roads tolerably good. Grass first rate and has heen every since we
left the river, some 6 miles back. Distance traveled about 23 miles.

June 13 (Thursday)

Fd Creel went back to the fort today, to take some letters. On his




way back he met Roslton, Bradley & Co, I was a litr]e upset today heine
affected with a diarrhoea. Martin Vivion also was unwell with the some
complaint, got worse at night while standing guard, thought he had the cholera
and was going to die.. Road had been good today. Had to descend one or two
Steep hills. Grass hag been fine all along our road today. e cocatiped In the
head of a hollow about ‘one mile from which was a very larpe warm warer spring.
It is ahout 300 yards to the richt of the road. DNistance traveled 12 miles,

June 14 (Friday)

Came to the Artermisia or wild sagze today in great abundanca, This
is a shrub and frows from one to two, three or four feet In heinlit. Passed 2
graves, both made last Fear. © wae called by sepen Slck man redav from

Arkansas. Hig disease was dvsentery, Incamped on a branch near ; spring, {1t
bedng 5 TifEla to our right. Roads only tolerahle neod, some stecp hills and
deep hollows, to 70 up and down. Occassionally ve would hawvp very hirh hluffg
on each side of the road, (Crasg VEry poor. Distance traveled 23 miles,

June 15 (Saturday)

Had a starpede taday, ocecasioned by the rumnine avaw of a horse.
One of these larse rabhits Started up near the road and several of phe bovs
Started in pursuit of it, One of the boys was threwn and nie horse ran along
the line of wagons and teang, causing several of ther te stampodn, They did
"ot tun £far Uheil dies stapped. Mo damape done. We cot Tainly well into the
SPUrs of the Focks Hountaing baday. Passed sovorad Very o eyl soalle. | Ohe
Several hundre! foak hirh, whose suntilt was covered With g, IBia jg called
Laramie Poai Gf tha Rlack H11Ys. Crossed 2 or 3 criobs. Iorespd 2 £raves, one
made last vear g Sue this yEgy.  Seaide very hilly and roel . ve liid to ascend
and descend many stein hills, he dde ela Pebbles v e very sharp and Gagld
CUt a wagon tvre o fourth or third inte it. In descending one hills, they
wWore the pattles Fupt very much and made some Of them Larme, Lrass searce
along our ronad tolay Tncamped on the La Bonte Riyer about 300 below
the ford, Distance 23 miles,

’
1

June 146 (Sunday)

Passed the Reg Hills and a hed of white carbonaeccan:, TRl e
Tesembles challk, Miased several small creeks or branclies; moant of thom were
dry. we passed 2 or 3 ST Irgs ales, o Into the crirjog region today,
The earth in many places soeand o be almost entirel. covered with them, They
Were very large fat sleek looking critterz, Reads ey roush, hills bigh and
deep hollows Were numerous, Lrcamped in the prairic one mile west of the
Lassele Credk, Distance 20 niles,

June 17 (Monday)

Crossed several small creeks today., The names 1 do not rememher,
SXCepL Deer Creek, this we crossed about 5 mileg before we stryek the
Platte again, 7 faw some horn toads today. Their shape s Yetwpen that of a

lizzard and 3 frog, having the taq1 and legs of the fermer Phis Body and heusd of
the latter, They are of an ash color, with SPoks here gid [hers over their
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bodies of a darker color then their general color. We slca saw sore juniper

a shrub growing in the mountains, and resembling the cedar & sosd deal. Fncamped
on the side of a hill about 3/4 of mile from the river. “nnd pilly and ecrooked
Grass tolerably good. Distance 22 miles. It has been cold enonph Al dayv for

an overcoat. 4

"June 18 (Tuesday)

Rolston, Bradley & Co. came up with us today. They are all woll,
It snowed about 2 inches last nipht. When we got up we found it about 1 {inch
deep; our tent cloth was completely covered with it, it remained on tle high
hills or mountains on our left nearly all day. B. F. Gordon and nyself thought
ve would go out into the hills and hunt awhile, but as we drew near to them
the atmosphere hecame so disagrecably cold that we gave up our imnt. mot
withstanding that we had nur erercoats on.  Roads tolerably g, some short
Steep hollews. Crass pretty pood, Enecamped on the banks of the Platte,
Distance traveled 16 miles,

June 19 (Vednesday)

Crossed the North Platte 9 miles from where we encamped lasgt
night, There are 5 ferrv boats at this crossing, one belonpging to the Mornmens.,
and others belonged te two individuals «f Boone County, ''issouri., They crossed
from 250 to 300 wagons per day, charging at the rate of 35 each. We swam
must of our eatzle and horses across, Passed 2 graves, both made last year,
Read pood exeept 2 Few little hranches, which wore ¥EEY bad.S © roes tn Visiisnts
Wagon turwsd meer in crosstis one of these little branches , hat did not
injure ahyrhing seriously, pot some things wet. Grass tolerably sood, Encamped
on o very Lldl sacubh piece of pround abaut Bemdlos beyond the crossing of
the Platte. Distance 12 miles.

June 20 (Thursday)

Came to alkallne water today, saw several dead oxen =i'led by drinking
it, Saw a mountain to our right covered with srow,  Our old Stoeer

Lick, gave out some 3 miles thig side our encampment and we had to icave him,
Passed a vorv stronn sulphur spring this evening about 2 miles feow the
“Willow Sspdnns. T4 1 tie strongest sulphur water 1 ever tasted. Road not

very good. (Crass poer. Fncamped at Willow Springs. Distance traveled 23 miles.

%
June 21 (Friday)

Passed scveral saleratus lakesg today, some four or five miles this
side our encampment, In many places the surface of the earth was covered
with this deposit, to the depth of one or two inches. Our steer John pave out,
but we made out to get him into camp after having rested awhile he recruited
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and was able to travel, when we left this camp. Hnads heavy ard sandy. Tncamped
in the bottoms of the Sweet water about 2 miles this ciade of Independence
Rock. Grass good where we are encamped., Distance traveled 19 miles.

June 22 (Saturday)

Layed by today. Several of us went into the rountains hunting.
Smith killed an antelope. Several others got shots, but did net kill
anything. I shot at a. antelope but did not 11411 1t. I saw a great many curos- '
jties in the mountains, such as curiously formed rocks, caverns and I

also quite a variety of pretty flowers. Mr. Vivion lost a ynke of oxen, and has not

found them yet. 1t 1s supposed that they are on their way to California.
June 23 (Sunday)

Came to Independence Rock soon after starting. Cree?! was driving
and turned our wagon over, in a mid Nole, zight 4t the eask wnd nf the rock.
All hands had to help get it out, A oumber of things fell woe in the mud
T was eroatly disappointed in not getting to go on te this rock and around it.
My disappointment was ocassioned by the wagon turning over, which threw us
consideradly behind., There are a preat many nanes inscribed upon this rock.
1t is sore four or five yards in lenpth from east to west, and some 250 to
300 yards in width from north to south and about 75 to 100 fect in height.
Five miles further on we came to the nevil's Gate. This is formed by the Sweet
Vater passing tnrough a gap in the mountains. The River at this gap is about
50 feot wide and the walls of rock on each side something néar 400 feet in
height, being nearly perpendicular., It looked like a very convenient and
suitable for 4 pgate, nuk for some cause or other had not swane his gate.
I was galied to see a man with cholera today, do not know whether he recovered
or died, as T had to leave him and saw him no more. Had a shower of rain this
evening. Road tolerably good, very sandy in some places. Lncamped on Sweet
Water. Distance traveled 16 miles. '

June 24 (llonday)
50ld our wagon today for $3.75 and boupht slighter one for S0

Road very sandy and heavy. lad a shower of rain today which improved the
roads some. Orass has Leen pretty good ever since we struck the sweet water,

_Frank Gordon is sick this evening with the diarrhoea. Distance traveled 17 miles.

June 25 (Tuesday)

e lost our white cow this morning. Sagé%everal peaks of the
Rocky Mountains yesterday and today covered witfl ‘snow. Smith pot into a set
today .about hitching one yoke of his and Darnctt's cattle to our wagon, to
help us across the river, and took his two yoke of cattle and made him a ldetle
cart and traveled by himself. Crossed the Sweet Water &4 times today, pretty
deep fording. at one or two places. Have seen a good deal of dead stock.

T SR . Y A v
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Horses and oxen since we crossed the North Platte and got into the alkaline region.
Had a shower of rain this morning and one in the evenings about the time we & |

itched our tents. Encamped about 2 or 3 miles on the west of the Sweet water.
Erass only tolerable good. Had to carry our water with us to cook with.

June 26 (Wednesday)

Passed a good many dead horses and oxen today. Had a slight shower
of rain this evening. Passed the Ice spring today. It is said in the Mormon
Guide book, that ice may be found here at anytime by digging two feet deep.
Ve did not try it, to see whether it was true or not, the water was quite cold,
Came across a new variety of ground squirrel today, which resembles the large
gray rat, except its tail which was covered with hair like the common gray g
Squirrel. Encamped on Sweet Water. Grass good. Traveled 22 miles, g%

June 27 (Thursday)

Crossed several small streams, one called Strawberry and a branch
of the Sweet Water, whose name I do not recollect. I got as much snow today as
wantedl out of a-snow bank about 3 feet deep. Saw several others, one or two -
of which were some 20 feet deep. Grass was growing within a few feet.of the
snow banks. 'e could see snov in almost all directions. Road hard and gravelly;
but apart of it very hilly. We ascended a long steep hill, just after leaving
the Sweet Water. Very little grass along our today and very little at our
encampment. Passed a grave just this side of Willow Creelk. Tt appears that s
the man got tired of living and cut his throat. A fight between 2 emigrants
this evening. Fncamped on the high prairie, about 1'% mile west of Willow
Creek. Distance 20 miles. ;

o
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June 28 (Friday)

Pagsed 2 graves, one a child died in 1847, the other man died in
1850. Johnson and Link each killed an antelope this evening an! W lidam
vivion killed a sage hen. Road good. Grass tolerably good. Tncamped ahout 1/2
mile north of the road, on the Sweet Water, and about 15 or two miles this "

side the South Gap. Distance 11 miles.
June 29 (Saturday)

Layed by today. Several of us went hunting into the mountains
to our right, being some 5 or . miles from our encampment. We Yi1led 3 young
antelopes and 2 sage hens; Johnsoen, Reiter and myself each killod an antelope,
and Frank and Reiter each killed a sage hen, T crippled ancther antelope badly
but did not pet it. The sage hen 18 a large fowl between tle size of a
somman hen and a turkey and have wigce WHICh meat. o B, (Gorden and Co. exchanged
their wagon for a lighter one. Gome of the hoys washed their clothes today.
I saw manv curious and interesting things in the mountains. Mountain goose-
berry just in bloom, some wild flowers, buffalo grass and so on.

Jene 30 (Sunday)

Paszed the famous South Pass of the Rocky Mountains early this

morning. It is said to be 20 miles wide, but I do not think it is so much,

T €hink St 1s w0l merd thag 12 ar 1S miles. WO efle eVer Supposs that

they were on the swmmil of the nocky Mountains. 1L they could he nlaced there
without their keowledge, but suppese they were on a vast plain, hotween two

spurs of the mountains. Tt resembles a pood deal the flat ridges 1in. our
prairies, hetween the heads of twe hollows. Some 8 or 10 miles to the right

of the road were some tall peaks covered with snow. The TFacific Springs about

2 miles west of the Pass is a bold spring and the water very pocd. Here I
mailed my S5th letter to my wife; paid 50 cents postage to have it brought

back., Carme to the forks of the road, one leading by Fort Lrideer and Salt Lake
and the other by the 5Soda Springs and Sublett Cut cff. Yo tosk the ripght hand
or Sublett Hoad. Roads For 15 ot 16 miles west of Pacific Springs. Road

Eard and firm, but filled with small flinty pehbles, Plentv of wild sape today.
Eneampes] on the Little Sandy about a mile below the ford., Grass scarce.

-"Distance traveled 26 miles.

July 1 (tonday)

1 was called to see a Mr, Elliot today who was very sick with diarrthoea,
accompanied with a very high fever and involuntary discharpges from the bowels.
1 do not know whether he got well or not as I had to leave him. I did not
see him again. He was in company with John L. Mock anf Marrs. Road the
same charaeter that it was yesterday. Fncamped on Big Sandy, about 2 miles
above the ford. Drove our stock some three miles above our camp to get
grass, found it pretty good. Distance 10 miles.

July 2 (Tuesday)

-
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5 Started about 1 o'clock this morning across the desert between Dig

V} Sandy and Green River. The first half or two thirds of this road is excellent,
being level and firm. Stopped about daylight and ate a little snack and let
-our oxen rest a little. \The remainder of the road to Green River is hilly

and gravelly and sometimés rocky, and just before coming to the river we
descended a long steep hill. Ve passed 8 dead oxen on the desert, besides
several others that had given out. We struck the river at the upper ferry,
where we found an excellent spring of very cold water, it was a cold as

ice water, and it was the very thing that we wanted to cool our thirst, which
was very great, having drank no water since the evening before, it being

11 o'clock when we got to the river, The distance across the desert is said
to be 53 miles. There is no water from Big Sandy to Green River, but some
grass on the first half of the road. The road near Green was very dusty,

it being from 1 to 4 inches deep. The evening and night were cool and
pleasant., Very little grass at our encampment. Drove our stock some distance

down the river for grass.

July 3 (Wednesday)

Finished our journey across the desert, and crossed the river at
the lower ferry late in the evening. Price of ferriage $7.00 per wagon and $1.50
per head for horses and mules. Ve swam most of our stock over. Frank Cordon ]
swam his horse acrosss. Green River at this crossing is about 200 yards wide
and the current is very swift--water muddy. Big Sandy and little Sandy are of
the same qharacter; ‘the former some 40 or 50 yards wide and the latter some 15
or 20 yards wide. Encamped on the bank of the river.

July 4 (Thursday)

Swam our cattle and horses across the river this morning, had
great difficulty in getting them to take water. Frank Cordon, Rust and Wetcherton

mounted a horse each and drove them into the water and attempted to follow on their

horses, but had to abandon them before they got across on the account of the
i;;;gpz“being so swift. Apart of our road was level and good but the rest
m tainous and very crooked., DPassed 5 or 6 dead oxen, three graves, 1 made in

“')1847, one in 1849 and 1 in 1850. We encamped on a creek do not recollect the

name, it was about 25 or 30 feet wide and about 2!; feet deep, rapid current
and somewhat turbid. Celebrated the day in the evening by firing several
rounds. Grass very fine and abundant. I was sick today and took a dose of
medicine atknight. Distance traveled 8 miles.

July 5 (Friday)

“

Y
Lafga“by today and rested and grazed our stock. My medicine operated
finally and I feel much better this evening. Nothing occured worthy of
note today. o :

July 6‘(Saturday)
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We had snow on all sides of us today. T wont ko one baok about a
quarter of a mile from the road and got a bucket full. 7he snow was 10
feet deep. The country today has more the appearance some soil mixod with
the sand, then it has for several hundred miles back, hut it still is very
poor and barren. M. C. Frizell was taken sick and hLad te take medicine. TPassed 2
graves, one made in 1849 and 1 made in 1850, The first was thatool
Merrill of Lexington, Mo. PRoad mountainous and crooked, CGrass tolorably good.
Encamped on a branch in the mountains. Traveled 18 miles.

N
N

July 7 (Sunday)

Frizell being very sick today, we only traveled half tlie @it Passed
10 dead oxen. Had a light shower of rain yesterday and consliderahle {rost
this morning. Gathered a mess of strawberries this evening, the first that we
have had since we started. Road mountainous and crooked. Lncampe:d about a mile
and a half below the ford of the creek. (Itam's Fork of Dear "iver) where we
had very fine prass. This stream it abhout 40 feot wide, and 2% to 3 feok
deep--rapii curent-water sliphtly muddy. Distance traveled 19 miiles.

July 8 (Monday)

Ascended a high mountain immediately after starting. 'las called to
see a man who had shot himself through the ripght breast accidentally. lle
attempted to take hils pun ont of his wapon; the muzzle beinp toward him, the
ramrod being in the pun, hit hammer, caught or stuck something and went off,
The ramrod and hall passing throuph the right breast. e was alrost in a
pulseless condition when T first. saw him and the wound still bleeding., Dr.
Canfield of Cincinnati eame along about this tire and we dressed his weunds and
Vet hiimy, ernEh rerie ictle dhiopes ol hisirecoveny. Yasgnd 24 ddead cattle, 2 wules,

one horse. Pasued 2 pgraves, one made in 1843, and one in 184%. I was called to
sce four sick men in one company from Clav County, Mo. One of ther had cholera
severly. Two others had diarrhoea and the other had elonpat ion and tumefaction
of the uvula. 1 excised a portion of it. They had eaten pretty freely of some
plum pudding the night before. T staild with them some two hours hoefore T left
them. I had but slicht hopes of the man who had cholera from the fact of his
stomach being so irritable that he could retain nothing on ft. After trying

a great many renmedies all to no purpose, I pave him a dose of calamnl dey b&
placing it on the hacl part of his tongue and then pave Wim & Bip @f datey,

He retained (it a8 long as I staid with bim.  Encamped dn the bottom nuar
Thomas Fork of Bear River. Road very mountainous., Traveled over several very
high mountains, Grass good. Distance 19 miles.

July 9 (Tuesday) .
%

I was not well today and after the middle of the day T got into
Mr. Fletchers wagon, and rode in that till night. Ours was not fixed for lying
down in. Today has been the only time that I have heen so sick, that I had
to take to.the wagon to ride in. Before I got into the wapon we had passed
14 dead cattle, one grave made in 1848, Road level and very good except some
crossings of creeks, it being down the Bear River Bottom. ILncamped about
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2 miles north of the ford of the creek. I do not its namo. Tt is about 20 feet
wide and from 2 to 2% feet decp. Distance tr§ve1ed 12 mily

July 10 (Wednesday)

I was still sick today, but better than I was yesterdav., DI'id not
keep account of the dead cattle and horses, as I was sick., ’''r. Fletcher
lost one of his wheel. steers. Tncamped on 2 branch of Rear River. Toad
mountainous. Passed two graves both made this year. Grass verv pood,

Distance 20 miles.
July 11 (Thﬁrsday)

Layed by and rested our stock and selves,
Jady 12 (Friday)

I was not well enough to rilde horse back and therciore have not
as much to note as otherwise would have had. Plenty of wild flax andrye., all
along the valley of this river. Road good; running mostlv aleng the-valley
of Bear River. Grass first rate along this river. Encamped about 300 yards
from the river and s mile from the road. Distance traveled 22 miles,

July 13 (Saturday) o

Passed the “nda Sprinps or Beer Springs today. For some distance
bofore we got to these springs, the country on cur ripht hadisersemuehathe
appeaxance cof an old peach orchard, I could hardly persuade vvsell that it
was not one. Lf 1t had been in a civilized country, I should hove Leen certain
that it was an old orchard. These springs are preat curfositics; the water 1s
strongly inpregnated with carbonie acid gas. One of these springs lssues forth
out of the top of a conical rock about 3 feet in diameter at its hase and
about 2': feect in height., It tapers gradually from the base te the top,
being verv small at the top. There is a contjnual ehuliition peln on at
the top of this rock. The stream is very small. Another one of these springs
is close to the ford of a creck, that puts into Bear Tiver and but a few feet
frem the road., Out of this spring I took my first drink of =oda witer,
being a little feverish, T relished it very much. It was very grateful to my
parched mouth and tongue., This creek is very clear and [ull of lonp mess or
grass. 1t did not appear to be more than & or 3 inches deep, when it would
be 2 or 3 feet deep. A few hundred yards further on we came to 3 other springs
of the same kind., At these springs was a trading post. A few hundred yards
further on was the Great Steamboat Springs. It was a little off tihe road, and
I not knowing anything of it until I passed, and I did not secc it. 1 suppose
it is the same kind of water of the soda springs. It is said that the water
comes out in jets like the puffing of a steamboat, hence its name. Some 3 or 4
miles beyond the Soda Springs the road forks, one (the right going to
Fort Hall to Oregon, the (left) called the Headspeth Cut Off, goes across
the mountains to the Humbolt River. We left Legar River just at the forks of
the road. The rocks and earth just beyond the forks, had every appearance
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of beingrof volcanic origin; these deep and dark chasms bctween these volecanic

rocks. Encamped in the mountains on a little branch 1% or 2 miles from the

road to the left. Road level and good except the last 3 or 4 miles, which was
mountainous. Grass good Distance 30 miles,

-

July 14 (Sunday)

]

Did not start until after dinner. Had some of the worst roads

' today, that we have had since we left home. It being very mountalinous, rugged n

and dusty. Grassigood all along our road today and an abundance of fine water.
Passed one grave made in 1850, the man came to his death by being shot, by one

of his company. FEncamped in the prairie about a mile from Raft River. Thunder
storm this evening, rained but little. Distance 10 miles.

July 15 (Monday)

Passed 2 graves, one made in 1849 and the other in 1350, Johnson
and Link had a fight this evening. It was ocassioned about- driving the oxen. No
serious damage done, a few hairs plucked, and a few scratches made was the
extent of the injuries. We crossed a beautiful clear stream of water this
evening about 6 miles west of our encampment. All the streams in the mountains
are pretty much of the same character. Roads tolerably good, somewhat mountainous
and very dusty. Tncamped on a little branch in the mountains, near a first
rate spring. Distance traveled 16 miles.

July 16 (Tuesday) S s o E%
Descended one of the steepest, rockiest and dustiest mountains

that we have passed since we bhave entered the mountainous region. The dust

must have been from 4 to 6 inches in depth. We had to lock 2 wheels of our

waéans, and then could hardly keep from running over thc oxen. Passed a very

fine large spring, about noon today, some half milt to the right of the road

and above the ford of the creek. Passed 2 graves, both made in 1850. Encamped

near the foot of a very steep rugged mountain. Had good grass at our

encampment, but no water. Road hilly in the morning and mountainous in the

evening. Distance traveled 25 miles. '

July 17 (Wednesday)
e

Passed a pood spring about 2 o'clock this evening and another late
in the evening, but it did not afford a sufficiency of water for our stock,
a weak stream. Passed one grave made in 1850, Road tolerably pgood. Encamped in
a narrow 8eep hollow up which the road passed. Had plenty of grass, but no
water. The grass that grew upon the sides of the mountains was in bunches

generally and afforded very good pasturage for out stock, Distance traveled
25 miles,

July 18 (Thursday)
Gt SN

Came to a fine spring about 2 miles from our encampment. Descended

&
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“a loag hollow and encamped in a valley on one of the branches of Raft River,
. about- 200 yards from the creek, and to the right of the road, “eather warm
and sultry, being surrounded by mountains except in the western direction.

" Road good. Grass excellent. Distance traveled 12 miles.

-

£,: 7 July 19 (Friday)

i g z 4
Came to th;\iqnction of the Fort Hall and Headspcth roads late this
evening. The latter is said to bhe 30 or 40 miles nearer than the former. '
Had a slight shower of rain about 2 o'clock this evening. Fncamped on one
of the branches of Raft River. Road level and good. GCrass good. Distance

traveled 25 miles.

July 20 (Séturday)

TG

¥

Traveled about 22 miles, and encamped in a small valley in the
mountains, necar the head of Naft River. !Near our encamprment, was a place
called Rock City, it resembling a city in the arrangemeut and appearance
of its rocks. Road good., Grass good.

——
-
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July 21 (Sunday) ;

Stopped at noon, on Steep Creek and arazed our stock. Road this g&
morning good, in the evening very mountainous and rough. Encamped on Goose -
Creek where the road first strikes it. Grass tolerably good. Distance k.
traveled 20 miles. Passed one grave made in.1850. . ‘

July Zi.(Honday)

Johnson was taken sick yesterday, is quite sick this morning. .
Frizell is also sick, has been sick ever since the 6th inst; got much better
but has relapsegj We passed the junction of the Fort MHall and Salt Lake roads i
yesterday morning about 5 miles west of our cncampment, the nipght before. '
Encamped on Goose Creek just where the road leaves it. Road good. Grass good.
Distance 18 miles. '

July/ZSJ(Tuesday)

Y Entered Thousand Sprinp Valley this evening and encamped in the same,
some 5 or 6 miles from where we first struck it. This valley certainly has
the wrong name instead Thousand Springs Valley, it should be the Valley almost
destitute of springs, at least so far as my observation extended. Road good.
Grass scarce. Water and wood scarce. Distance traveled 22 miles.

July 24 (Wednesday)

Irqyeled about 18 miles down Thousand Spring Valley, and encamped in
the same, on Cold Water Creek. Road very good, but very dusty. llad very
good at out encampment this evening. I killed a gage hen this evening. ; A
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July 25 (Thursday)

Passed some large hot springs this morning about 100 focioch, These
springs are so hot that you cannot beay “yout hard dn. biem, e aaear 16

[ 1o SRR R
clear and looks like it wonld be wvery cooling to ones thdirs e e
unerring monitor experience tells you that it fs met drlnkab Ve Gl g I

s 2l ot B B i B0 R SR
think the water is sufficiently hot to cook an egg In 20 er 30 11t T &
200 yards beyend these sprines £3 of -4 fn nanber) de abine lLamse eold o
spring, which affordsz fine drimking watery It appedrs 80 strapfe Le = 0, el

and ¢old springs so near to each other. 7There are a great many e vt o

concerning the cause, of the heat of these springs. Some aFocount e Lar i
upon the theary of volcanic heat, supposing that the water passed over rocks
that are kept constantly hot by valcanic fire. Others accounting for it upen

: : v ek B S AR SR e
chemical principles, such for exanple as the union of some of the ctreng aclds
1

with water. Tt is well koown that sulphurie asid gnd water cogrBined dn curtaldn

proportinits; produces a heat o great, that vou cpanot bedr Secus diskd i, s
]

The heat pf these sp

priage e about the
sulpingae Al ot

; winde vl chemienl thoery bhs most piavisihis 0 There
appearance of volcanoes near these aprings. We encamped in Canan Creck

0 el produced by the Simdon of aito
1
‘

3

. Raad goed buf olenty of dust. Grass geed, water tolerably
rogd. Distamce traveled 27 miles,

2 e

Passtd gne zrave made in 18537, Iucamped in a vallesr of Canon
Creek . about balf & =ilec to the ripht of the road, and about 309 vapds below a

4

gaod spring. Sew!l teler: il geod. Erass thedsare. G0 W st Kiilad alyeuns
tahbdin this sueninmg shieh e had seryed i Tobsaupnar B vasyery (fine

Ioeieeey] ElgE andn witah Shat b or some oF the regt . of ags eould L i11 wane

1 H = .
avery evining . Il & prdrty sood shawer ol main alble ewdn iy wl vpi Tadd
the dugt fur aeliiiae, dud made traveling such #wore agrecabla.  We Baer bhien

annoyed with the dust very much for several days. Distance traveled 10 miles.
July 27 (Sacueday)

Crossed Canon Creel this morndng:; stopped gt noon atad prazod our
siele Bn tIE Bane ereclhos Fh grasideg igrglwast worg fanel Cilete RIE susphn

I O

i

hopebs at tiiis place vith an Indian, gof a fine pfay pony, nado a very good

Swap. Struck the Humbelt Sivor today, and eressed 1t where the road flvaes

struck it. Yors it is about 49 feet wide awd about Ty feet doep.
ciicatperd on this river a {sw below whese we crossed 4b. & B Semion aml segs
bhad to stop here on account of I'rizell's heing so ¢

level, but *very dusty. Grass good at our encampment, Distance 24 miles,

July 28 (Sunday)

Piszed 3 gpraves today, made in 1850, and the other 2 made in 1349.
The occupant of the {irst one was said to have becn killed by an Indian,
Was shot while standing giiard, and died from the affects of the wound 4 or 5

days afterwards. Encamped on the llumbolt. Roads good, running down the valley

gl:  Teadl pond boing mostly
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of the Humboldt. The valley along here is from 100 to 300 vyards wide. Our
road was a little sandy this evening. Grass good on the opposite side of

the river from our encampment. Ve had to drive our stock across to the

grass. It was deep fording. Frizell was delerious all night last night, and
the wandering of his mind called for many of his friends to administer to

his wants. I got up in the middle of the night and went to him, but 1 could
do nothing for him.' Oh what feelings of sorrow one experiences when they
witness the agonies of death of a friend in this wilderness country, where
mother, nor sister, nor wife can sooth and comfort the dying with their kind
offices, while crossing the dark valley of the Jordan of death. May it never
be my lot to witness similar scenes again. Mow dark and gloomy is the thought
of entering the grave, when surrounded by parents and friends, but oh how much
more gloomy when far away from home and family and friends. I learned from

L. B. Gordon that he died the day we left or the day after., Distance

traveled 22 miles.

July 29 (Monday)

There are a great many miry sloughe along the river today. Crossed a
branch of the Humboldt, yesterday evening. Road continues down the Humboldt
and is good. Grass good on the opposite side of the river from our camp.

We had to drive our stock across to the grass. Had plenty of dust again
today., Distance 22 miles.

July 30 (Tuesday)

The bottoms of the river today are very narrow indeed in many places
there are no bottoms at all, the hills running up to the river, compelling
us to cross the river 4 times, 3 times in a few hundred yards. Tords all
deep, we had to raise our wagon beds, by putting blocks under them, some 10
inches to keep the water out of them., The second crossing was very bad
getting into the river. The hills or bluffs on each side of the river were
very high., We crossed another branch of the lumboldt, passed this, just
previous to camping. Distance traveled 16 miles.

July 31 (Wednesday)

Road left the river about one mile from this side our encampment
taking over the hills and mountains for a distance of 18 or 19 miles. The
road today has been very mountainous and rough and dusty enough for any use.
You could hardly tell at night whether the drivers werc black or red
they were in fact none of those colors but the color of the dust. We struck
camp about 2 miles from where we emerged from the mountains, on the banks
of the lumbeldt. Crossed the river just before camping. Grass pood on the
opposite side of the river. Had to drive our stock over to it again. The
last crossing of the river was good. Distance traveled 22 miles.

August 1 (Thursday)

Ed Creel's mare ran off last night, but he found her again this
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“mornifig. The road forked just before crossing the river, the ripht hand
_going over the hills and mountains. T think it the nearest perhaps, the best
route; at least I think it is better supplied with water. Ve encamped about
200 yards from the river to the right of the road. Road good except for the
dust. Continues down the river still, Grass first rate. Distance traveled
12 miles. X

August 2 (Friday)

The road passed over alkaline earth today. It made a great bend
to the North east. Encamped about 200 yards from the bank of the river.
Grass good. Road good but awfully dusty. Distance traveled 28 miles.

August 3 (Saturday)

Road continues on pretty much the same kind of earth, that ft
passed over yesterday. Rust and myself took up a fine cow that had given out
and been left by cmigrants ahead of us. We think if we can pet her into
California, that she will bring us from $150 to $200, Fncamped about 1 mile
to the right of the road, on a slough and 1 to 2 miles from the river. Grass
first rate, Uater very indifferent and searce at that. Road very good, except
for the dust which was almost intolerable. Since we entered this alkaline earth
the dust has been so deep, that when stirred up by the feet of our oxen
such a cloud of dust would rise that the driver frequently could not see
more than 2 yoke of oxen or cattle. Tt was almost suffocating both to the
oxen an% driver., Distance traveled 18 miles.

August 4 (funday)

Came to a new variety of fruit today, it grew on a shrub from 10
to 15 feet in height, The fruit was a small berry about the size of a cran-
berry, some red and some yellow; was of a very agreeable subacid flavor..
Would make most excellent tarts. The leaf of the tree was an oblong oval, small
and smooth, dark green on the upper and an ash color on the underside of the
leaf. “Passed one grave made in 1850, It was the grave of my highly csteemed
frxiénd, neighbor and former pupil Russel L. Bradley, who died on the 29th

=
= 0f July. What strange feelinps came over me when we came to this grave, none

can know, but those that have cxperienced similar ones. To think that one
whom I had known so long and so intimately and had passed so many

pleasant hours with, was deposited in the cold and silent grave in this

lonely desolate wilderness in a far distant land, where in all human probabil-
ity, his mother and father, brothers and sisters would never even behold the
lonely spot where their dear son and brother was laid, nor have the poor
consolation of shedding a tear over the grave of the dear departed one. I
never unfy] now thought that I should care where I died, provided only T was
ready and prepared to die. But seeing the grave of this friend, produced a
complete revolution in my feelings. The thoughts of dying far, far away from
family and friends and in a dreary and desolate Wilderness, where my relatives
and friends would not even have the privilege of even beholding '
my grave. I could not contemplate the thought, without the tears stealing

o7
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dowty my cheeks. Praem that tine Foxth, L said o VEEA T . =0 T gliey det me die
at home, or at least 1p a edvilized country and sooas my F Pl h
Saw ‘some more hornced Erovs today. Eneanpnd i ebe Vad 1iv o e Baynbiad Ay
some 3/4 mile freom the river and 1/2 mile from 17 von vievally
good, passing over a whitish ash colored locking careh % ol
annoying and suffocative., Oras: very tolerably veyel ! 0 R
rve or wheat. Distanre traveied 18 miles,
August 5 (Monday)
Lcft the river sonn alror stawhing fhbY morning aid s
2 high rugrest mountains. Theve wae & Fuses across the river ; i
we saw it, and the terey omm Eriled very hard to get us to cros. ! E: TGt we bl
he was so cuceedingly anxious that one thoiight perhaps, that ir vas alto
gether self intercs:t thag rronpead aln to be anp vegent, s we Far sver the
mountains and did not crovs ar ig Forsy, iy beaveled Watle e o Al
encampud op the river, Orags pood. Boad oond enaonE B pd e
mOuntﬁin: ElEn Re miadsd sugy,  Beibter kidled an ant oo Vi e e o ot
Gordon cauwsihit siz wouna ducks, of whiech we mads = poll paey . Taeded L peavios
both mada thig ¥our, one aman drowaed. Didtanes 8 wiles.
:AWU'L’_LLG'\'. 5 {;'e‘u\}‘l_.’:v
ilios awdl encanped B & gloaph @b 1/2 mile
5 gl atiery Rl to wdEwater ollt of the el t:h, which
=6e WILH & skive leebdug sose, - Passel one prave made 9n 1850,  Had bo
for aus enit b ul hors vE moon todart pathe @ecaine ot e
L S ke Phe afhis end swamps oo hesn ve ey plemt s full,, for
L R RNt #f el we b egutlous abany Tobt g, ) s knde
L8 AN : L pF thedr pivv condicten, Wa h Ciier £ Ege H0RE gf
e hy i il for breaklast, e Geaflor for s Vodv s pakl bas been
Ey e - o nling very sael our Indian summen SRR e P seed at our
T dmpament . ad wonerally good, doark of £t was % i Ve heamrpald 3 e,
bust vary deep and disasrecable.

Alisaisr 7 (edne sdny

Read fopr =g d or 10 niles this moraing v ry & Vpaney
peilins . Treaweled e ] Hles and en Tl I U gieew {p
Lhe Hizer, aml ahoic Y% wavds Cros ¢ waldh, RETReR Bl Lv o woTe
Sl mraas fOY Gy BRadl Ehomavpee s aae Rapdsl g Fabood, e ol 1o :
BEASS for 20 miltes, TRoad dn the rigr o gyl Marrd e g s
evonine wmop o . WMaker about LiPo e Lidd 1ol gl b R
a slouph

A}

wpust 8 (Thuarsdas)

e crossed the river today had to eross our plunder over [n a
wagon bed, which took us about four hours. Ve a6 all over safete and witlious

damage. Wad
with

17
v

(AT

sihael
ol

to Qur RN Ehiz
I think we have done hetter el i |
cast side soms 20 or 37 miltes further brnfore crocsin

than ¢hat., contimied dowm on !

Pyt lad Saron
t : el

ro have

things over
dewn the

£, perhaps
to the Lig beser

a rope,
r on the
even further
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*
Grass scarce and dried up at that, beiny the wild oat specic o, foad o
tolerably good, the first few miles of the >ad were terribls @andy ae
the remainder good except the dust which was deep. RNistance ruoc!

August 9 (Friday)
Traveled an hour or. two by sun, then stopped and rested our

stock, but a little grass for ther, it was not very sood and thev ate bt

little of it.  Seemed ko be sg Ehdnsty fhat they cowld nok eat, 1 ecbod i

again about dark and traveled all night., Poad in the morning se=cwhat saudv :

in the evening very good cxcept the dust. Passed one grave made in 12

Traveled about 32 miles before encamping, making some 16 miles in daylisht

and the balance during the night and next day. Ve cncamped on a verw Ligh

bank of the river; bottome verv narrew and but little grass in thoem, plenty of

young willow=s. Here we think the Indians wade anattenpt te stedl our Norses,

One swam across from tha oppeosite side of the river and no deoht intended to

take a horse er two, but was discovered Before he got his hooty, an! had te

leave in quick tinme; there were some 10 to 20 Indians tapcthier. Hers we lofy

our anon st our losr inge Mr, ¥loteher's sapen and deuhted wor tieas, e got

Lo this cacadpront aheur 17 o'elock a.m.

last ix i 8 it b thought bis eatrle ssuld neot stand ft, We Yrave! &l

on and left hir,  Johnsnn and Link alse left bim. Two #16n thit Ye was taking

ot to woricofer hia on the elivees .  Townu]d

that the old saying "That niger will rum

e Bhcdnst Hart in Ve len stoppod
stopped

bore take time or ocnssion o sav

1

5 ; 2y, and white rman is very uncertain

has been verified, {anumorable Instances since this immisrTatica star:ed
across the plains. My advice to thes who might have it in their minds En
come acress the alains dn search of the 'dorade of the Dacifie ned
oublit A an. bhe shapes, there 16 tab sieh grecplalifty 3o it R TG SRt
nearly to California you have to he very pentle with thrﬁ; GV g A R then
with vou until your reach into the pold Eemisn. bl vou dU wint dd Tuut aE fhew
want vou te do, they will leave you to oot aleny the Hest wav thas 13 Wy
and you may whistle for vaour ouwtlit, that you bave Einished thes Han knO”“
but little of man till he has tried him. o2
August 10 (Saturday)

- Stared by Ralf ghe day Forurday.  Stazted i the eviouine and
travelad all nipht and until next morning 16 o'cloci, then < Lol e
Tested cur stock, then started agaln and traveled siont © Eliowe, amid eneanned
on a slough of the river, Orass at our camn vlepi iind bl ot very poad Doy
stock. Road pood exeent for the dust and a fow san i p pd r»:'rlf Lt 61

or 70 miles rrass has exceediar Ly searer; there beins none Shdvy e ro
and very little in the river bottnwﬂ in fact tiie whold gouativ is near
eéntirely destlitute of grass and other verotation e ept the ur}Oﬁiﬁii or

wild sage. For the last 50 miles back we have passcd 2 reat many dead horses
and cattle, abd For the last 8 or 10 miles the road has hean 1iterallv lines
with them; the principal part of the dead stochk {s horses, same oxon and miley,
Ve passed a very larpe sulphur . spring, some & or 7 niles from where wo camped

Our stock as well as ourselves were suffering very muah for water: whon
we came to this fine leoking spring, Loth men and animals rushed to 1ty wilth

the expectation of quenching our thirst. Dut we were diszappointed, neither
man nor beast could drink the water, on account of its disagreeable taste and

odor. Our steer DNrady save out just after leaving this spring., Id Crecl went
1 . . 3 o g i
back in the evenlng, to try to bring him up, but conld not Tiad him, v pare
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took ‘sick this eveninpg and weomited freels, therohy proving o asrtatn ghicory
of pysiolonist to wde: hat a horse, owing o the somaiire 5 ph tEEAE

could not vomit, to he erroncousz. T saw hot anit several
times. What was the cause of this vemitine I could por 1071 Lat ar inelined

to the opinion that it 1s produced by something they cat and not anvihing
that they drink. Whole distance traveled 35 niles.

1
5
sl

1 Hereew Spd ol

g TEL L

August 12 (londay)

Traveled about:5 miles and ecncamped on the slough of the 1 lver.
or I might say apart of the paine river, [or the river spremqds out Lere pver
a larpge bottom, with deep and shallow places. We had to drice our steel over
this slough to prass, which Is first rate and vety abundant, Nut ip arder for
the stock to get it they had te wade in water knee deep Erccuently acd
sonmetimes deeper. This is thae Great Meadow. Ilere we cut prass for our steck to
last us across the Great Desert. ¢ had to wade in water alour halfl leg deeopt to
gEL at the prass, after we lod mewed 1b, v thes had S Cadre ¥ on mir hnoks
for more than a guarter of a mile, te the slough or thit et ol the civer
upon which we were encampod, then hiteh ropes to i, draw 1+ o r aml spread
it out to dryv before we were ready for Euive ling asain. " Thise vhe gth deiry
anxious to see the elephant, can get a pretty falr view of iim at this nlace,
thev can at least see 2/2 of the nonster,

Ine iHumbeldt at this place, spreads out over e bYostoms and forms a
nmarshy wet valley, The water at this time is from six inches to two of three

il the botton., This hottonm or meadow is quite extansive, being
frer 2 to 2 niles wide, and I don't kwow hew long. Pe soralings speak of

d breaking henp, as hard work, but these are luxurics of labor

compared with ha g dw water bl £ lep deep,  ElER gargvd ge [hog quarter
a mile il Hour hack, Ehrough atier as deep as whore yau cut L, or 9 hunting
Ul orass & to 19 fedt huigh, sud in water fron 1 €a & feot doep,  Bene we

cocked enough vituals teo last us across the desert which 14 =.id to by
65 ot 70 miles from here.

August 13 (Tuesdav)

will be realv to take up our line of march in the morning. T wow oy friend and

we ddd ot travel any foday. We Binished aobies Loyl pofag qud
wedical class-mate 7. 6. Vallace of Coopvr County, Mo,who ie pacanped wiose to

s, There are a great number of wApols, amcanied At thic place, all swessyio
Lo erass the Lacat Desert. My old mare 18 etill sich and hue vowited woveral
Limes since wo stopped at this plage. T fear T siall net he able to %6t Hey

across the descrt; A0y 166 that she sats any hay that we higve s8] it Sahes
tier vomit; she has becowme very sick,
3

August 14 (Vednesday)

Left the Great Meadow this morning albout 7 o'clock., Passed over
some bottom land which has been covered thickly witlh larpe reed prass,
which had been set on fire, the earth being very Jdry and a great many of the

s F
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old grass roots being just under the ground, they caught fire and burnt down
for some 6 inches or more, the whole earth for some consi:ierable dictance
seemed to be burnt up, and there was nothing left but a looae dustyv ashy
looking substance. We came to what usnally known as the sink of the funboldt
some 15 miles from the Great Meadow. Tt has very much the appearanie ol a
lake. We traveled along the margin of this lake for somc 6 ot 8 miles, then
encamped about 1 mile from its cutlet as it is mencrally called the oicugh
wheole distance 28 or 30 milas. The river spreads out here over its Lottem
valley and forms this lake, that we have spoken of above. It is sone 2 to
miles wide and 8 or 19 in lensth. The river leads off from this late, througn
the hills, then expands or spreads out to form another lalie off to the right
of the road, which is not so extensive as the first. 1In this last lake the
waters of the Humboldt finally sink or evaporate. For ~ distance of some 20
or 30 miles above the Great Meadow dewn to it, is a nasty stinking pl.ice,
accasioned by the great amount of dead stock aleng the road,

3
~

Lo

August 15 (Thursday)

l¢ started across the great desert this wmorning about 2 o'clock.
The morning was conler than it had been for scveral davs and cone derably
Cloudy. It is the custom of most emigrants not to start across the desert
until late in the evening and then travel ail night, but the woathor being
cloudy and co~l we thought 1t best to start across in the early part of the
day so we started as above stated. Ve travelsd on until about dark when we
stopped and fed our stock, and took a little refreshment feor curselves, After
Testing an hour or two, ve hitched up and started apain, and continucd our
journey all nizglhit onil ontil bout 10 o'clock the next day. Uhen v came to
Carson River. UWe had to leave one nf our wagons on the desert, sore 8 miles
from Tarson River. e hitehed both teams to one wapon and went throuch
with that, rested cur teams, then went back after the other. Frant Cordon,
“m. Barnett remained with the vagon until ve got bacl. Ve last 5 head
of cattle crossing the desert., Tleteher lost 3 and Franl Creel and mveelf
lost two. The two that we lost were Nld Jo and COlP. The: first 30 or 35 miles
of this road is s very gond road, there being but little sand and net a preat
deal of dust. A part of this road is equal to anv natural read in the world.,
1 suppose as it is level, smooth, and hard, the wapon wheels scarcelv leaving
a4 track. The wiole read from the gink of the Humboldt to Chrsen iver 1s over
a level-plain. “"he last 10 ¢r 15 miles is verv deep sand and most trving
upert’ teams of any other part of the road, that we have vet traveled from
Dover. The teams when they arrive at this part of the reoad are pencrally
very much fatigued and or not ahle to make more than a mile and a half or
2 miles pey hour. Tt is truly distressing to see the great nu-bers of dead
and dying stock along the road, and the great destruction of propextyv. The
road is almdst literally lincd with dead stock and with wapons, carriapes,
harness, ox-yokes, and bows, water keps, pin barrels, utnv-w and old clothes,
The traveler is seldom out of the offensive odor of dead animals. About
where we struck_the deep sand was a drinking estahllshmvnt fixed up in a
wagon. Now reader what do you think thesc men had for ‘n1v? Fing Alcohol, No,
nor none of his subjects. What then? You are readinp to inquire. Uater; pure
and unduluted wvater; at least it was as pure as that country would afford,

o7
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I suspect you are now ready to exclain, What, aell sater?  you et Sl e
sold water at $1.00 per gallon and those who PEEDEIASECS T o aeeat thie D money

to a better advantage and more profit to their bodies, thor i Firs By

spent it for whisley or brandy. We passed several of Liveme eotal] fehnmmwts
before we got across the desert. They chargod ir provort o Lo thn' distanees
they had hauled their water, for example they cnarr:ﬂ 3100 pov rallen whisn
they hauled it ten' ad leg, %0 cents when they hauled it 8 =~ i1, airel s mn,

One man had a kind of DrO”FrV and eatine estn hlishment, charrine 21,50 wpicae
for pies of ordinary Size. ihere we struck Carsen Tiver is BUtEre e Bawn g
tents, wagons, shanties and so on,

The price of a meal of Vietvals 158250 and tabe suck as vou can pet,
But if you cdll For such as you want, vou have to pay S5.00. Yrom lior we
traveled 3 or 4 niles up the river nnl cncamped en the river, Graes telerabl
good on the opposite side of the viver., UCarson River te sase 2 ap 25 pardg
wide where we struck it. Distance traveled 45 or 30 miles

fon A -~

August 17 (Batiirdaw)

v e

be moved up the river about 5 milas and eucamped on tha bagk
Of the gamo under 2 laree cotton woad Croe.  Tlis 1s e qegpive 1] Gt
Bent we have hal since we left the Biue and alse the most Cinnvendont.,
Seen nn l&rac tivther for the t four oe five Giindese siiles, o principal
ZLouER . our road heinn wijd BanRy (rtasewoed, and 4y e POt

aspen. Ve are now eacamned within a [éw yards of Roll- | Bradboy & Company,
who are a1l well, Ir

P Burp sReanpnenlt abeut 3@ s 188l this evenine and travel o
uabil 2figue 19

12 o'clogk 4r niphik.. We Teft Ehe' wivee s Uik LS Fror whora
We started and did ner come to Kt apain fer a disranes ofi Falgs a.y iiles,
After the road Lleaves the river it 4s sandy and barren, bBeg she samd is nat

very deep. Grass tolerably grod a3t our danipl Hlerames traveded 14 fmilos.

Augzust 12 (llondav)

Left our Chtampeaal. about B 5 e lewd dhe b Cvenise g Cnniy bl
until about 10 o'ciock at ThSITE o e Strdan Ead alvea e cal ke £l P iy 3 Gl
Anstead of the road over the 2 sile degert . The Foad s oloun whe wiver
for a distaner of S % B iiles. Cres S e gl atny e e 4l T e g
tesert, il then leaves the river, and dobs net o L For
distanes oF 117 or 12 miles, “This part of rhe rogd A e pEb e

for our Leang. Ve came to gomn very fine Brassy junst helfoss stiifiiw: thp saand ,
There wasg considerable ice in our water buckot thiqg E bt byl M encoamped on
the bank of the r1V(r in amnonrgst the Cottonvoads. Mo e the) Plvnse Rrass
here that we have had for a Yong, time, just across the tiver 4t was ahout

knee high and. ¥as as th[ﬁk as it could stand, here was prenty of wild clover.

DlstanCL traveled 16 milesg.

g



LWits to work, to divine the true cause of these sprinns, The —ater
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August 20 (Tuesdavy)

Traveled about 16 miles and encamped in a desp holio, or gather it
was a narrow bottom or valley. The willows vere so thicx
we encamped, that you could not see a man in many places, more than [ive
steps. fGrass good, but not so good as at our .last encampment, Hoad goed very
little sand. Crossed the river this evening about 3 or 4 o'claeclh,

August 21 (Vednesday) -
Traveled about 22 milez and encamped on the river, in protty
wide valley. Grass tolerably coed, 1t weuld have heen much betoer i1 It had
not been grazed so closely. The road apart of the way was very rocl e and
rough, with some sand. T bhelleve it about the worst we have bzl gince we
struck Carson River soms 7 or 10 wmiles of this rougl read. This part of the
road is called the 9 mile desert. I killed four young duchks tedsy, nearly
large enouph to fly, killed one after nipht just before geteine {iro camp
They were very fat and fine. There are a preat wany sloughs slong this river

which abound in these youug

i

August 22 (Thursday)

raveled ahout 17 miles and encanmped in the 35 mifec vallow of

5 Oty traveled half of the day. Frank Gordon, Turner Yilliamson,

and mysell concluded that we would pael our horses and foot it from here to
Hangton, it belnp ahbout 120 or 130 miles So we packad wp ready to depart on

the morrow. 1ile sold six pounds of bacon here for 36.09, a dellar a pound. Grass
Very gocd At our eneanprent. © Tead egood alsp. L Yilled two young ralbits today,
$0 we feasted on youns rabhita and ducks for a meal or two,

L

August %3 (Friday)

]

Frank Cordon., Turner Williamson aud myselt started this morning

afoot. "2 had packed our horses with a few provision, ¢loching, bedding and
Ve passcd some hot sprinms this morning, some 30 or 47 in number. Thev hurst

forth frem the bace ef a b mouatain. The rosd vusning hetwocon thom and the
Mountain. These springs are not so larne as somce others that we have seen but
they are equally as hot. The top of ths mountain osut of whi shin BT e

plenty of snow upon it. iere again the phllosopher and chomis® waw put their

{s hot
enough to cool an egg in 15 or 20 minutes, it ig so hot that you csnuoet Lear
your hand in it a half ef minute withou sealding ft. Read excellest. Orass
good all aleng our road to within 3 or 6 miles of wvhere we encasned, somo
nile and lwmlf east of the mouth of the Canon, up which we ascended o cress
over the mountains. Saw some new Kind of fruit this evenine, Tt reusenmbles
the wild cherry very much, but was larper, was of a sweetish bitter ESsED,
and I think poiscnous. The bush upon which it prew resembled the cherry very
much. Slept in the open alr tonight for the first time since we left home.

~

August 24 (Saturday)
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We strucl the big Canon early this morning, about 3 Pen §ron
where we encamped, or rather vhere we blvouaced: and Sl e e o
roughest pieces of road that we have traveled over since wi loft howe, 76 was
full of boulders some very large, would weigh several tons, v had Lo get over

4

the could.

and around these ‘best that
room enough for a wacon to pass between thesc
of cetting arcound therm.  The through
The Carson River passes throush dt, it

and is a perfect cascade from the head of the

wa }.’ BT
hasc
this

down

distance canon
rushiosg

caneon o

i
doubt but that this river falls from 59 to 100 fect In a mi

1580 feet. The meuntains aon each side of this candn vlse
several hundred fect. A prest denl of vewy fine timbor, 7
abor=vitae, sehe of it froem 150 to 2060 Feet inm hedght aud

as
tie

an drrow, frequenely fvom 29 £o
head ¢f this cdanon, we cane to a valley
tolerallv vichit of the voad stme s ©

st before strikiong the snow mountaina,
s L

i

oG Easl Ee Eike srs
CATOT Rt

Frgdc,.  Fo o1 ne

3 =iy

crevigd
5O d

lying on the rishi

here commoenze: Suome Mountate and conbin

of about 1 m

0y WeEa e sSUrmk

roachiod Tty i
we havo

In some plac-
houlders, anid pe vopy

Fitme) bahilan

ot

5 e e s

1 STnae Sk o ]
IR R o i '
RO R iy, T Bave sno
1ile and

i purinps
o thir heloht af

ks

b il pane

B e e
T Tter we . reaciied
] T i
s S el e
Fothweroad . | ile

vpsel fee & dfsrEance

stednest and wmoat

gtrepient Ay F vy tha mounbaibng that oy vets  We had o
foot It up this mountain and lead our horses. e had te stop and rest ourselves
andl horses semé eight pr ten fimes. llere 4re thought that we econld cze the
Elephant more fully dewcloped than any time hefore, iddeed we bhoueht that
v could. see dvim In all his parcvs, Plenty of spew gl along sarcasnd weday,
e had as swich srow to et and snow water teo drisk g we waAssl, padstd over
soveraly snow banks, sdvne of which wis sevoral Feet dadp, laseae 3 ienaran 530
el thilch o8 sate i 1859, Reals very bad.  Grass telerably ; i in some places.
Distance 22 flles,
August 23 (Sundav)
7 4
We eormenced ascewiing the maln ehalsn t he Iaema eunils swantalns
soon after startdne, and conEimued our ascent Tor about 5 Tre o sabiain ke
reached the swerit of this ebein of mountains. pe fliess & il e g g
talevaoly sradual aseent, and not very WJilticalt to ssgend) St $8s Taat i
‘Wie wery wteey and muck soreodiFEieule wo mncerd,  THIS park of Phe wa thioue!

very steap awd biresens to climb, was not ob@tescted Wil Any larse reos or
ugly branches to cross. The road passed over SEA boni ta ) g it ely
was not less than 47 or 30 {eet dewp not more than 100 eqedo 1 e e
toad rom., Yie passed some af the prettiest amd tallest timber | Atk e s
terday, that 1 ever saw, primgipally pine. Dneacped st the lend of leel Spring

Valley. sThis valley takes itz name from the great rus
onions growving in it. lere crdrtosl oMn old Frilbnds, 3
and Jo §pe5k who had encamped at this place. mounta i
it rought™that which we passed over in the evening).
Stock had to cat the leek the lecks that grew in
more eating establishments. IPrices were not

we first struck the Carson River. Met John licFadin today,
the mountains to sell to the emlprants who were destitute,

Wi

Posid

sl el

40 iy

50 af loe e

firass wvery noor,

gh for gating s«

miid

Sum ftephens
and a part of
Qur
There wore some
it was where
pachking flour across
The first of these

epEald
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Paée thirty

oy

flour establishments that we came to was on Cateoy River.
$1.50 per pound., These appear 11{ke extortionary price
in Sacrament, and then consider the rugpzed mouotainous
had to pack it, the risk ot being robhed, or havinpg it sto
does not appear so exorbitant, Distance travoled

\

August 26 {1tonday)

Wie came to some of the pretticst and most heautifu
that T hawe seen yet.

as a gun barrel almost,
would measurc from 1l to 7

nyself m

A

11am

{9 ey T

& A i Turner

?.”1

ebter.

rhat measures!

Th'{_’}’ (68 4
£ Yoo

tanding in the road

gasured one

s
ag

race. The arborvitaes will measure from 1 to 5 ot 6 feect
stamp, Readdl came bettey todday, net se nu untainons a3 1t |

wmiltes back hagistill pretty roughs Ue caucamped a guarter

st 27 28, 129, U and 31 missing.
Sonb emner L and

Doawncrating raeAts dav de they were deing Hote
to humaniry. Sunday seems bu be the great Ay Fot Businoet
ahbutd hasnen to dose the day of the week be could Fdnd At
tHesdraae bivgt le and atic in the lLittle towasb, [his toun
A o a1 e on hasine Been hung onoa limb
standing f € oywi Thoge mesd were camblers and thieves
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