. }.{h
E" }”-1311:.-,,...@:".05’} f—'---—'.\f h 'm‘;fCh 12, 1850

'St. Jesegh Yo,

e

. 1 must addrecs o fe lince to you.arm let you know
Wiere we sre and whet we ars doins

We arrived at this rlace yemtc day &t 10 oclock in
the morning, And comrenced uulo: dins our things Innmpty
immediately.Ofter u 2 dey® of herd work we succeeded in |
ritching our tents about half a mile from town,

_You.can better imapine our comp when I describe
it. Siztecn tents and covered warons Seettered along
the gide of & 1littlce hill with a 1ittle stove at the
door of esch and our f: Ley cookes enguged in theirp
-cocking and other kitchen enployment would Present
an arpesrance not & lltulc intercsting, '

Ye got on board of the Confidence at Lefayette on ;
Wednesdey afterncon and got as fer as Terre Haute the
next dey, where we mede & b reein with the Daniel
Boone to teke us to Seint Louis at §5,0¢0 a person,
F—H_Eﬁg}e we leid in our Ero¥isions snd other cutfit
which took us negrlﬁ? ahys.#clﬂ againg we chmrtered
the Daniel Boone to take us to 8t. Jogerh. _

5t. Jorgerh iz = very blecudﬂb blace situated on a
gentle slope ou the Mistouri side of tho ri.er, It ig
about twice as lerge =& Delﬂhl,‘nearly all houses are
built of brick for foad lunber is scarce here,

Priceg of goods are not wuch kigher then might be

xpected as the dictance and denger euncured on this
river is very erest
About mornl nue oz
flosting full of burrele aud boxes and other things
which indicated thue! som etiing wag wrong up the river
bout a mile above 8%, Cnar¢es we seen the czaus

4

The steemer Rowina whic: had been hesvily loaded e

g we got up the whole river vas

s

on her way to St. Louis hod ren egeinst a sneg and
sunk immedistely, co that vater stood sbove the cabin
.wmdnwu  Ho dives wove los iy

Quy oo auny vwas the fhird o tha i has arrived her
1y Fereainairi) . f—
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L had jeined the C vden mess and Chsrles has
Joined John Pattcreon, it is impossible for us both t
to zet into the same wmeos without geltting up & new
one¢ which we could not do witihout teking in personc
who would not hive zde vcrw egreeable compeniong,
Though we are in different meccesn yet we are not fart

apert then thoush we were in one mees

think we have done very well - this

hezlth hes been very good,. better thav
for a long tiune.

4 would write a grezt desl more but it is
impozgible wnow for I en writing on & beard and it
ie neer surrer time znd must uce it for a table.

Ag gocn as we pet fixed I will urite agsin ,how
soon we will stert fros here I doc not know. '
Senmel Gordon, Jazumes flewton, David [ rtin foiL

Wy WMEeSS.
Yours
Christian Gros
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St. Joserh ,Mo,

ek B e et et
W reh 22, 188

My Dear Parente, ELA”'

I must grein addrese you and inforxm youAfar we
have got on our journey. Ve arriped at tuisc pleoce
the 1¢ in gcod shepe, heszlth and fine spirits.

Our rrosprects so fer have been good and should
FProvidence continue tc smile upon us we shall soon be
in-Czliforniz. ' :

Though we left Delxhi and our friends tuecre with

feelings consequeny@ upon parting from old and 2
herished friends yet with & full purpose te go throus

if possible, and have never ycet regretted that ve
gterted. ' ; ' ‘

Nothing cccurrcd of any interest except that Mr.
Robertson lost & pockel beok while we uwere on the
Daniel Boone,Irmediztely upon his missing it a
seavrch was wade smong the pzescengers and other
persons emyioy@d on bozrd but prdéved unsuccessful,

Thore are sore very fine villsges snd towng aloug
the banks of the licgourl river among which Fort.
Leavenworth is one of the pleasent places I ever saw,

Jefferson City, Booneville and St.Charles are also
are also- very fine and flourishing places.

But I must leave thege gcubjects and give you a
short outline of ouzr'ylsns end intentions.

Ve are now camped about 2 half mile from touwn

here we intend to remwgin 2 or & weeks until our

tcams are rigsed out vwhen we shall agzin set out
and go a hundred miles from here though we caunot
leave the settlement untll <the firect dasy of Mey, Yet
it will be a hundred miles Rnesrer our jouruney sad beg
besides feeéggg our cattle will not cost usg hslf a.
much ag it does here . Ve ghell probsbly go to Fort
Kcarney as we heve zll our proviesions with us.

To tell you what things cost here it is impossgible
for they have no certsin prices for anything but
take whatever  they can zet especislly if they sce
a pereon with eu Indien rubber cost and cap on.

xen are sclling at from {50 to 4§75 a yoke,Yagons
from $&C to $1CC a piece,? of our yoke of oxen cost
958 a yoke, Flour sells 2% $5 a berrell for wheat
is plentiful and of th: best guality, corm 25 & to 3

indiana thstoricat Soclety Liwan
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ccnts a bushel anc oticp things in

That is if the PEr=o. has eyes open
Cur company nurbers 95 or more, Ours was the

third company that aridved here thif sez.op every

: Oal brings more. Zom. nesses from Kentucky ang

. Illinois have been hire for some time,

' If any person has any fears that an outf{it cannot
be obtained here he is mistaken g for this DPlsce is
nesrly? times ag lerge as Delphi ang €verything that
is necessary can be Cbtuined here if you only have
money in hand, ' '

o Two duys age I wrote g letter but didni't date it
if I rightly rerenter, tecause I did not intend to
Send 1t until I could give more particulerly of our |

" plans and‘arrangements, tut as sine if the Loys were
g0ing to town in the evening I sent mine along angd
forgot its unfinished condition so I concluded I
wust write another ang explain myself, '
Though the ~€athcr is cool ang a little rainy
yet life goes fine, Though muny incenveniences attend

to tent life the boys are all well, satisfied ana fuil
of Sport.

rroportion.
&s the saying is.

Other like names,
. The toun folk often come cut here to
invariably pronounce vur outfit better than =

of the other Companies that have ever bPassed throup
here, |

On the boat that Ve cime up on  there were seversalf
gentlemen who vere on their way home from Californig,
ALl of thenm 8eVE a Elkery very favoreble report. One of
of them had atout 40,0C0. This information 1 receiveqfill
from the pilot of %he oozt who was well acquainted wikies
With the man. The others had less,but all had a !
considerable amount,

Yours Truly,
ghristian Gros.

tana Histori 'lﬁ.“aciety Library
diana Histerica:
" 315 Wast Ghio Street
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1 22,1880

& aslortun1§y of audresgging you &8
; shborh.od of & pogtof
be the lest chience

fal
i He inform you tiatl my hezlth iz filiue,
petter than 1 vor in Delrzhi.And hope my lotter
finds you the 02
Yn the 30 ren we left BE. Joserh fcr{F}rt
Kearney snd are now L'“ﬂln 7 milce of it.The umain
compelly WES ulroacy a duy in &:vonce. Vhom we resched

on the following evening c'mxgd ncer a smsll creck
where they had enpaged & 1ot of corn.

' Althcugh a great desl of dizsatisfuction gpreveiled
in the company with the menner in which busliness
had- been conducted by the Certeln znd his Standbyﬁ vet
no exprescion had been mzde to that effect until a fxxx
fresh csuse occurred. And the divicdion of the comieny”
‘Iﬁﬁs the vesult,Amonget tdr mececs that split up or

£ woe wy ouwn hoao not the division serparated e and
Charles 1 ehould nel cered a cent.
. Tor the sconer we got rid o; C 58S,
better . lie has proved to be t
took him. to be.

The above guszrd cccurred on the 31 of Varch and on
the next morning we set out in coumpcny with thosc thet
split off and di¢ camp z=ny length of time until tue
14 of Apr. when we stoppcd on the edgze of a fing
preirie nesr the su 211 town by the nsud of Uregon.

There we were joincd by the Zook boys who have since
sold their wagon to tne Grifeth and ifc Cormick messS.

On the 14 we agoin resumed our journey.Tne Toad
lay through on one of the finest prairiecs on garin
covered with tall grase snd so dry thst upon being
touched ¥y with a metch in o few minutes the flame
would roll along in & periect sheet of fire
accompenied with a loud rollin~ noise that wos truly
grend and awful. .

ihis preirie is

ain Cowdey tne
1iing but what %

1¢¢ Fichisnsbotamy bottom .4t is
T ig

col
from 5 to 16 miles wide and 15C feeb longz. 1t ig
bounded on %he west by the Mirsouri river and on the
aciety Library
mmmamﬂmll aciety Librafy
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were trezted wrengfully gl thes would uo

oF
5
B
i

longer submit to the arreagescent that they vicre A

ol

then engered in snd declared themselves independ.nt
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Alttiough sowe of the Dely
‘ the other sice and wmere piill
- thege were overrbled. And a new COMpany WE re d
' 4nd heve since acked to rejein them wihichr I expect

we will do in & few days.
\ Our prcseni rerty nuwb.rs 4 wagouns from Delphi

snd Reems mese from foutiecello and Ssm ¥aley umess ,one
‘wagon is from Iafeayctte which will meke as hagy o8
' can handily go togethex, | ,

We have not vet decided upon & d&y for
ae the weother ig 1w thcr unfeveruble for

Althourh a grect meny nave crocsed the Misgcourl
early to visk ourselves iato the plains till

5 e e even lator.

“The country betucen St. Joserh e¢nd Council Bluffls
¢ pretty well settled on toae Ticgouri side of the
e belonss entirely to the incizans
ceth theic is & Iine  toun '
iles from here iz o town by

of wiich sre not on the wap.
Coudy aznd perty CTGEEG&\thE Tissouri on last Thursde
If you write sddress our letter to StocktoR,

Your affecetionate son

- e o I 3 piz
hrictizn Grote.

e o
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Doy Poventse

]

We have concluded to lcave thie place tuils
moreing and ingtead of crossing at Ft. Kesrney we
ghinl) crosgs 2t Duznentys ferry vhere the other boys
are welting for usy; 20 miles up thie river. '

&Ah soon as mﬁ'ﬁha'l et there we ghzll croess snd
talke seversl teume with us to hisul corn while the gree!
‘An ptill tenders An '
iogu cun date our jeurney ovey the ilsius frox tae

25 of Apr. . .
For the yrrecent YV co mend you 21l lo the ca

God until we shall return.

re

Ty en
[ e

Yours

Caristien Groz.

.

“

315 West Ohio Street

——

of.

.
indiana Histerical Society Library '

Initianapolis, indiana 46202 )
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and let veu know hov far v
e have J ceed

start early in the meruning. And pass oun 1«
rointwhich is the Bocky Fountszins which a
T

Lousn ever oCC mll s ;rov Here,.
e : n 3 or 4 weeks from

row here to the
aey snd this nlace
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we'&houlﬂ reach then in I weeks for we have averaged 20

Py e Y oas € ssmve e oy g e smaaen - ”
20 miles a day for severael wecke zud ocur cattle are
[ - -~ k! 3 o~ - -
t we meet &8 beling in g o¢ ozd
T
U

prounounced by =1l the

and very likely to steu
“Most o; the teamg

end horse tesme end

very ba.u situstion.
. On tie 25 of Avr, we left &
in good 0d nheslith znd there hag not b ‘
sicknugh in our Cﬂm;rﬂﬁ. My hezlih wes neve
my life =g iﬁ is ot precent. + can say thsat I an zxrfex)
hu t I could not sey at home,

m
Ui
|<,

rerfeetly 1 W
I suppoae you i

go much of the xlg'that I knov what 1t is to g

Czlifornis. And perhaps if 1 hzd 1o go agal would

not go. But it is just the contrezry for I never was

gg keen #+ I am at thie 1 _
*hough the vworsi part of thc Jaurﬁey is sheud
vet I hope to arrive at the mince before you wiil
receive this letter. We are ncv one tuird of the way
throurh the greegs which lHee becn very siort especially
between the Missouri and Fort ZAcurney
At the lagt rlece we lay up over Sunday where I
snould have wriiten tco, had not several of the boys
writton, Faxx
. I must defer thils till some futurce periocd wien
I will try and interest our boys with an acc of thde

buffaloes, Pswnee Indians end several Sioux Indian
villazes that ve passed throusii. SR e . .

1liages - pa i Indiana Histerical Soctety Library
v 315 West Ohip Street
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And the lerz prrtics the last named Indisu e

that we met cn ticis ey Lo thei? winter guericrs &3
woving into the velley of the Flatte to graze their

ponics,

bome of theso 1600 or 1500 a1l

numbered

‘ & with large white
WﬂthS follﬂﬁiﬂﬁ bendnd with yncks on thei backs

EEE T,
lilte pmules,

I mieht alsc interest Henry very much with a
degscripticn of the Court House anag Chimuey #ocks
where our .noaumes are engrave* in the sof't rocks on

nemes map be fouai on tae very
highest rart. & e never resch Czlifornisz it cen
at once be geen thst we tried very hard to do zo.
But I must turn him to the narrstive to the
condition of CalifOTﬂlE in the Few Yorker which veu
will see au sccount of the arest storms thet zr o)

thg court housc

[0}
o O
=

T

be met with out licre of uhiechn we had =z . pretty good
example the day before we zot to the Court ilouse Hocky
Fort Leramie ic situsted on ¢ very plezount boitonm
ont the bunky of “sramie fork with hich loftyv mountains
in the back ground ome of vhich is cs - led Leramie
~Peak with it: top surrounded by cloude and mist.

dxzx I suppose you would like to know hov my ﬁaney
bheld out I have all my cxpenses paid and 545 lefi,

Charles ecupenses are lurae: ag tielr mess hue a la
ezm zud their oxenm cost more than ours, he has very
little left azlthoush he hes been very saveful,

“here it iec possible ve lay over on Sunduy.W
“have got so much used to living in tents that ve
begin to like thes very nell, Ysny of the hard-
ships of this triy are nothins more than bresking of
old habits, .

' Our COTtuEVtommb:IS 4 meegees gud ave as follows

ﬁﬁxxﬁ“ﬂﬁﬁﬂxyjnﬁ?* % Dodge, ilatfield,X¥onfort,

Robertson, Xeunedye _

No.2 -~ John Fatterson,Ssupcon yBray,Wilson, Charles
Gros.

No,3~ Thompson,lewit, Lemb, Havens

No,4-Gordon, Newton, Mertin, Love and mygelf.

Yours,




