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JOURNAL OF WESTERN TRAVEL
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Yarengo, Iowa Cowunty, Iowa, April 18, 1B8E9.

Thore are few mon in thie ¥undone sphore, who are insonsidble

to the unspeaknblo {nconvenience of boing poor, and fower still, who
schooled in that condition, will remain so, whon a suitadble oppor=-
tunity prosents 1tself for amnesing an indopendences Consequently
believing as I did, that thore wus an ample field, and a fair prose
peoct of renumoration for the industrious man in the meighborhood

of Pike's Pook « a fow others and mysclf in all a round dozen, left
Uarongo today at 33100 P.Me en route for the dipgings = some like myw
self, leaving a oomfortable home = & loving wife and family for the
sole purpose of placing them in easier olroumstances = othors again
for tho mere sake of fun and frolic, who probably have a wvague idea
that they will make somothing handsome, None, however, with any very
extrawagant hopos = a jolly orcew of dovilemay-care fellows = men whom
T have known for yoars, and who can bo depcnded upon in a pinch, welle
provisioned, armed, and equipped, roady for eanything honorable =
Blackeniths, carpentors, millors, coopers and a goneral assortment
of Jacks of all trades, doterminod to make a start, and not caring
about orowding our raw toamse Ve havo only come five miles, and are
now snugly encomped on Little Bear Crook/ some of our frionds paying
us a parting visit here, and seeing us safely off, and little does

* anyone of us know, though ell so happy and antioipatiw now, what

wvarious hues and shades the future may agsume, eithar in regard te

' himself or those he is in company withe

April 24, 1859,

The past weck has boen one of unremitting ¢toil both fer oure
selves and ocattles The sloughs deop and miry, and the mud stiff,
rendering travel very difficult, especially for untrained cattle such
as ours. We are constantly passing and repassing toams bound for the
samo goal, though we somotimes pass & few bound straipght through to
California and Oregon. 7The spring is very backward, little grass to
be secn as yot, and thet only in the timber and sloughs. ‘e have
passed & few tovns on our way = Brooklyn situated at the head of
Bear Creek Grovc = & small tovm that will probably increase rapidly
whon the railrocd is complotedes The survey runs a mile or so south
of tovme Newton is the next town of any importance, necat and thriwe
ing, with an excellent courthouse recently eroocted, at considerable
cost -to the county, and the finishing touch piven to it by the oclti=

" gens themeelves, each subscribing liberally for ornamenting the

structurce This county appears well adaopted for farminge Ve have
had travollors luck in genoral, socmotimes making good time, and scme=
times sticking fast for en hour or twoe. Yesterdaoy we orossed Skunk
Bottom = tho d 8t place in spring, this side of h=-1. iio put all
the oattle on one wapgon, taking onc at & time as did many othors

- in company, and thon ooamenced tho yelling, oursing, whipping, pulle

ing, floundering, sticking fast, falling down and rolling in the mud,
for exceeding anything I ever thought poasible to be enacted in such
& short timoe. Vo gpent threc=quarters of a day in getting three
wagons over, eand pulled our cattle so that we oonoluded to lay over
hore, and spond the Sunday resting ourselves andthems ¥Vere I a resis
dent of these parts, I would use every endeavor to hawe Bkunk Bottom
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thing.  Wias o "eTe 1T for nothing more than the morality of the
thinge What an amount of oursing 4t would do away with,

May 1, 1859,

- Loaving Skunk River, we proceeded on our wny meking good time,
ti11 Tuosday afteinoon, when one of my younp steors appeared to give
oute Tho rosult, no doudbt, of Saturdanys pull, The consoquence was
wo all had a fit of the blues, which vas noways improwed on reaching
Fort Dos Moines, the oapitol of the state, far from being a nipe looke
ing oity., laybe a 1ittle longor = that is extended over more ground
than Iowa City but far inforior in point of situation arnd genoral ape
pearanoces The day was wet and disegreeable, rendering the view of
evorything around dark end diesmal, . Bore a&lso we lost both of our dogs,
Les and Rover, and of ocourse we know the day now anongst us by the
nemo of Blue Tucsdnye Vie saw during the week a toam returning from
= boyond Counocil Bluffs in oonsogucnoe of ono of their mumber having
— got acoidertally shot with his own rovolvers Ve have had several
. messos of fish and ducks within tho last few days, every onc appearw
ing eagor to carry death into the firmy and feathered tribes, Satur=
day laste Ve had another fit of the blues on aoocount of the game
stoor apain giving oute I s0ld the yoke to w man buying stook for
California, for the emall sum of $365,00, Today, contrary to our cuge
* ‘ tam of not travolling on Sunday, we oocme about 16 miles and are now
atout eirhty from the Missouri Rivor, with high hopes for the future,
and a full determination to push ahead, and see for ourgelves, inde-
pendent of all reports that are oirculated by oertain parties for cere
tein purposes, ' -
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% H&}’ 3. 1859.

Ve inadvertontly left camp this norning and got ocaught out in !
& most pitiless rainstom, tcn miles at loast from timber, Ve had ' 4t
nothing left for 4t but push ahead in the midet of the storm, and _ ]
¥ 8&re now ongaged in outting about an acre of scrub oak for our Qanp= /
fires, Today we wore passed by a company from Indiana, enroute for
Californin with 22 fine looking horses. We have been B ying from
- T8¢ to $1.00 per hundred for hay and the same por bushel for 00rn,
Yie have got tired, however, of the hay bueiness, and have turned our
cattle out on the sloughey but we intond 4o feod corn for a oouple .
of woeks longere Our comp oommands & full view of the road for two ) ;
miles, and the word with all is "stil) they oome®, * .

).

=, ’ Ha.y 3. 1869,

Last night a 1ittle before sundown, another team fram Yaremge
" hoaded by throo Cripos, have in 8ipht and camped along side of use
" It rained a 1ittle in the morning, and the-roads wore considerably
muddy, nevertholess we travelled about fourteon miles down Turkey
Croek Bottom doing without corn ti11 night, when we boupht enough
to food our toams, at $1,00 per bushel and had: to beg for it at
thate 80 wags the world = 4t takes & mint ©of gold to reach the
. land of gold, : .
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nﬂy ‘. 18590
Today I parted with two hundred weight of flour 4in order to

- 1ighlon our lond, the roads ehead being vory hilly. Ve killed a

groat many rattlosnakes, and snakos of all dosoriptions, and near
night Just passed Lowig County seat of Cass countir and ocamped on
the oreek dizmediatoly beyond tovn, which nunbers I believe some-
where near 300 inhabitants and oan boast of & oourthouse nearly
&8 good as Karengo,

uﬂy 5’ 1859.

This morning we were made the viotins of the most barefaced
gouging that I ever ex erienceds A 1ittle d==d oroek in the oute
skirts of the town of 8, that one ocan nearly Jump across, has
got a one=horse forry boat in sotive oporation = gkinning the travele
ing pudblie, surely such an institution is & disgrace to any town,

- and will most assuredly, s well ag desorvedly, damn the place

eternally if not speedily removode Ve travelled about fiftoen miles

_' * today over excollent roads, and are now camped in the open prairie

Just in sight of timbor and that ig &ll, but our cattle are up to
tholr knoos in excollent grass, while behind us half & mile there ie
&nothor oompany camped with as many cattle as wo have, Every one

.- @appears to enjoy hinmself and throws all dare to the windas, Reports
i from the gold regions are still wariable, . Z

A1l nature seemed green and growing this morning, the roads
wore hard, levsl and pleasant, skirting emall groves, orowned, and
beautiful with {the blossoming plum and erab=-apple, enitting as we
Journoyed on the swoetest perfumoy but elas for human hopes and fond
antiolpationsy for the duration of the agreeuble wne short and évane
escont = the lightoning floshed, the tiuder roared, and the rain
poured dovm in torrents, drenching to the skin everyone who was not¢
fortwnato enouch to be the pPosscssor of & gum coate We havwe there=

fore concluded to let our oattle rest and wait here on the Nighna

Botana near Stubmraria 1111 25 miles from Counoil Bluffs, until the
roads dry up a little, - .

It ralned all picht, in the morning tho roads wore nuddy and

ha vy, and 8o ws conoluded to lay over 111 noone ithon we again took
the route lecaving the Counoil Bluffs road, and the Cripo boys who oone

oluded to go that way and travelled down tho Niskna Botens some 11 -

niles on our way to Platisaouih end reachod Mud Creolk Grove, where we
camped by an excellent springe There are four teams €%ing to startg
from this grove on Zonday first for the mines. Ve are in Millg County

16 miles from Glemwood, the ocounty seat,

-

Muy 8, 1860,

! Vias sick as a dog all day = slept nocarly all the time in the
wagon, and oonsequently did not ‘see the best farming land that any of
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our orowd ever sawe Got a ride from a strangor some 6 miles into
Glermmwood «= tho prottiest towm in the west = 1ittle groves of small
timber, trinmod and thirmed oute Part of thom in full bloom, It
must mdoubtodlnrondar the tovn peculiarly inviting during the

warm weather, aving 1t behind we passed a plaoce in the rond where
sono workmen, in tearing out a stunp, killed 273 enukcs of all sorts
and elgoss Ve saw the pilo = rather a nasty sight, with a far worse
sn6lle A short drive broucht us into Paoifio, or California City, .
three miles from Glenwoode More than one~half the houses are desert=
ed and oh how ohanged for the worse since 1857 when I was here befores
Most of the inhabitants have gone to the mines, lere we oanped for
the night, '

May 9, 1869,

Five milces trawol brousht us to the Blg Uuddy, which we orossed,
and landed 4n Plattsaouth, a thin scattering village with only one
outfitiing store in the whole places Thoy, however, do a sanshing
business « have enormous profits, and sell more goods tian any one
store I have soen in the weste lWo bought our outfit here, saw some
find gold specimens from tho mines, and woro altogether more enooure
aged than we have been since we starteds I wrote my first letter home
from this point, We went out about a mile, camped and then returned
into town, wherc, most of the boys indulged in a general hig = each
ono imagining he could so as he pleased on leaving the Unitod Statese
Vie had & Jolly time of it and everything was oarried on in good humors

After last nights relaxation, most of the boys folt a little squeam=
ish, somo even want so fur as o0 evacuato their stonachs, Ve struck
tonts about nine o%olook, and trawvollod up tho Platte samo 16 miles owey
the best faming land that oan be found in any cowntry, Thore is ome
great dravback, howaver, the soarolty of timber, There is a 1ittle
szirting tho Platte in tho distance, and a trifling amount along some
of the orecks we have orossed, and tha’ is alle Today we have met some
toams coming back whoase hearis have fiiled them, Thoy bring all kinds
of reports, such es land=-robbors, robbing the provision wagons, men
boing killed ahead of us, and evorything else tended to disheartem
the tinid = but wo think we are made of gtormer stuff, and are deter=
mined to sce tho peak, gold or no gold, Harper has amused us all to-
day, stopping every man he met and asxing if he had got eny reliable
noee We heard today from 01d Mre Miner, who left Larengo same three
Veoks shead of use We passod the place where hls son=inelayw lives,

The oldnan started on again for tho mines same ton Gays ago, and severe
al toams etart from the samo meighborhood tomorrows

Nay 11, 18G9,
Talk nbot‘xt' your eastern ralnsloimss Thoy sink into utter mnigni-

ficance when oumpared with what oan be got-up on short notice along the -

Platto. The lightening flashed alnost simultancous with the clashing,
deffoning, reverberating roports of heavens artillery. The wind howled
& perfeot tornudo, levelinpg onutent in ooupuny, and foroing the inmates
to soamper in their shirt-tails and seok shelter in oursy which was
strained in every stitoh to the utmost tensiong but with ocoznendable
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pronptness, ovory man sprang to his feet at the first onset, marmmed
the ridgepole, and stood to his port, ti11 the extreme violenoce of
the tempest was abated, and then tho windows of hoaven were opened

I

* and the rain doscended much in the srre vy while 1t lastod, as 4%

did in 0ld Captain Noah's time, In faot, I nover recollect seoing
it rain any hardore Thig morning on starting we met e man on horse-
back making all haste back, and about noon wo met anothor in pursui¢
who statod that the horso was stolen = he meant to bring him baok
dcad or &live, and I don't doubt it & bite Thore wns a fixed detere
mination written on his countonance, which plainly dndicated that he
Y8 Just such a man ag would shoot, if the others didn't cane to an
anchor right suddenly, when oalled upon to stop. Today we have had

- 8 trylng time for the timid, having met 43 teans on the back traok,

. - bringing all kinds of reports but we have now ceased to give oredence R

- -1 am told the fellow who stole the horse, has been caucht, and brought - .
. back, and will be tried and hwg tonighte The boys are now gone to

‘met friends and eoquaintances on whose statements they oan implicitly

. @oon pushing ahead, swoaring that thoy won't turn back = No, not theyl

. to anything at all conneotod with the mines, and are resolved to soo

it through, _
Moy 12, 1859,
Inet night again visited us with a scathing thunderstom =

beling now accustomod to 4t, However, we didn't mind it much « we

reached Salt Creck today at moon (crossing it at the ford, the bridge -
road 18 two miles further up) and I shall nover forget the sight I
thore witnoseod = up and down the valley on each side, socme 500 teans
in all were oclustered topethor in little villepess The white wagon
covers and &g yet unstained tents adding groatly to the rich offeot
of tho lively soene, while hundreds of warons are pouring basck ha

rely = some of theso are rolling on in all hasto towards home, othors
again are drawing into camp for the night « and the unoonvinoed are

and yet probably thoy stop eand question the very next team they meet

huddle together = linger & 1ittle = and’ then wheel olear around within -

the hour. Ve met 350 teams today by 11 o'olock, all homeward bowund =

how many moro eince is more than I can tells I quit-counting and Just

lookod at tham passing frequently in stringe & mile long and so olose

-togothor that one couldn't drive betvoon thans The report reached us

today that an express agont named Dassit, who had been instruzental

in petting up the huabus, was doliboratoly shote Anothen mawog Sparks, . -

who was aococused of forging letters, was shot some 10 miles above hers
& few days ago, and last nicht (I was told by & man who oame in toe
night) Ono Oakes from Paocifio City, who induced & great many to go . -
out, was taken and shot. My informant says there is & board at his
hoad with this insoription "Oakos, the Speculator is déad, buried,
dammed, and gone to holl,® And to end this chapter of horribles,

learn tho particulars. All iy wilg exoitemont, and utter recklessness

*. and I bolieve 4f the same multitude uader the sane exolitement were omly
. Within reaoh, they would burn up root end dbranch every towm on the |

Uisgouri = for there they think the whole Babble had its origin,
| - May 18, 1869, = | 3
No'hang!.ng took place last night as 1;u expeoted and go

leaving Salt Creek, where all that are disoomfited either in Politios
or anything else generally betake themselves, we ocontinued our Journey
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. for such & trips This afternoon we met old Mre liner on his return hame, - :
. fully convinoed that ho had beon sold most umoercifullys By him I senb
word to ¥arengo of my determination, and probable destinations e

‘that 48 = & bull hitchod to a sulkye We pasced the grave of a man

- death and the ocause of it that I refrain from glving anye.  More tribute

* ever recollect scolnge There is & deep path worn in the sod on each

© of the Dlues tonight, I don't know how it may work out by morninge .

" . ing propensitiese o

]
. -B. ]

LI e

meoting toams by the hundred, and though a 1itile hard to persuade, .
we must hnve been hard-headed indecd if we oould have stood out in the ik &
face of all we saw and heard from authentlo sources, Yie thereforo held
s counoil of war = passed o resolution that Pike's Peak was the d-3st

_ humbug evor got up in any country = that it had rulned thoucands, beg=-

gared twice as many and had ebsorbed the 1ittle a1l of’ the destituto . s
poor who could only ralse enough to go out that far, ¥e noxt debated ot

' the point whethor we would go on to the Poak anyhow, and then return .

home or strike straight for California and try our fortunes theree L g
Over the plains had the majority so hore we go, barely enough provided
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14 rained apgain last nights We howevor took a late start -
and travelled over a road orooked enough to break a blaoksneke's back, .. - -
should he ever attempt to follow it. Ve have passed every concoivable =
kind of wehiole, from & handoart to & oarriage and four, on their wny: :
baok, there boing only one sort of conveyanoce I havo not seen, and T

who had been shot on the prairics end buried eame BO yards from the
road with parts of his saddle at hie head and foet, and & bullet hole 2T
in one pert of the saddle, There are so many stories told about his (

1 bolieve has boon paid to the tomdb of this stranger than anyone 1

side, one going to and another coming from his grawie, Ve haw all been
epoculating on the probable amount of travel, on tho wlley of the

Platte at the present time, This we consider the best travelled road

of tho three and put it down at 26,00 & low estimate, The Ste Joe

road will average 50,000, and the north side of the Flatte will go. equale=
1y as hich, making in the aggrogate 126,000, a pretty good orowd t0 - -
be caucht out on & foole errande Some of our orowd have got a f£it - = 't

o e e s
i e SR b il S e

Vay 16, 1850,

Acoording to our previous caloulations, two of the boys, - )

-+ 'Jacob Vogt end Honry Mitohkor, hitohed up their cart and took the

baok track, end thie being Sunday we conoluded to lay over, more

| espeoinlly, as it rained all daye There is & large train camped ' " 3

ri-ht below us bound too for Cnlifornis, but we are of-opinion that * A

- thoy have rather too much loose stook along, for us to joir them. tie :

ooy ﬁ;oham{nﬁnd song teécme more to our notlon tmorrow, if we do :

11 join thom forthwith, as we are in rather & damngerous locality
at presont, being only 16 miles from the Pawnes village, and imediante= '
1y on the trail leading soutie Yo are therefors bound to watch our !
cattle olosoly, for the Pawnees are particularly noted for thelr thrive

-

¥ay 18, 1869+

B el as b

4 Reined apain as usual, started however, and joined three
more young fellows from Humboldt County,. Iowae i‘hoi.r Dames are | Y
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. Yeury Dadgar, Horaco Be Bollows and Curtie Bellows = the two laet

orossod thu plaing in 1053, e have beon stuaping evory mon we med

: P
' for ecomo gort of a trade or olhor, and so Powell trnded off hig kig -

of carpentor tools for a first rmto rifle, Iravelling heavy and
hard on our cattle, and the roud more orvoked than ever, one bend

in partioular, £ivo miles noross and over twelvo round = at all evonts )

it took us noarly all day to make it, and we have sot down this days
travel ot fourteen milese Vo have mot as many teans today wm wy have

not ¢n any provious day sinoe the stanpede camenoced,

May 17, 1859, ©™
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c IR For some days we lave been travelling for every place in
gonoral, completoly boxing the compass ovory two hours, Today, howe
evor, we have had & rathor straighter road, aining 1t would appear for
8030 point in partiocular, the land has been more level and botter ada

, ed to oultiwition with tho usunl drawback inoident to Nebraskas The '
{ .- extras socaroity of timbor end for anything I can ses there are more

j e - inhabitants in the tcrritory at the prosent time than evor will be
: © found again at any future poriod, Ve pagsod this forenoon what appeare

ed to us to be a grave, probably the last reeting place of some p-or

woyfarer, who lies here far from home and frionds, There is'a pile of
rocks on the taadb plaoced there no doudbt by some plous hand to keep

the spot saored from the ruthloss touch of the oft=passing wagon wheel =

rost his ashos in peace whoever he be, who knows but we also, at least

sou® of us may find rest in a similar places

Lay 18, 1860,

s, 4 few hours after starting this noraing, I conoluded to trade
off one of my wagons, or rather give it away, for a trifling snount of
provisionsy We stood in necd of, aooordingly, I struck a trads, and
Ecn Owons got rid of Lis carponter tools for a g and & keg of butter
and thus by our delay pot entangled in a darge California train. By
- noon we again sighted the bottam lands of the Platte, the prettiest -
: "~ plooo of country that lays out of doorse As far as the eye éan reach,
S _ - the viow is still the sane, and the road as level as & house floor,
- Tonight & gentlanan from above Fort Kearney staid with us, He had
- loot soven horses nnd ome mule strayed or stolen and he was humt
for thame ¥e are now ahead of the large train, and mean to keep so if
wWe ¢ang : '

B May 19, 1859,

P

Ve started this morning from near Elm Creck, Iid a nioce cool
morning and pleasant ronds, t1ll about the middle of the forenoon, when
my wagon got settled in & marshy plece of country about a mile wide,
All hands exoept the wivers ook hold of 100 ewbs of flour each and put
for dry lande Z%ho team managed the balanoce easily, the other boys hape '
penod to got through first rate. About noon ¥o reached Clear Creok, a
distance of eight milos, the road delightful, skirting the Platte all
the ways There 4s no timbor on the Platte, save on the islande, which -
are covored with cottomwood and Red Cedar, the latter looks cool amd -
plensant at a distance, Bome of the oonpany sighted a wolf, anothor
some geese but did not succced in killing either, The large train g
now ahoad of us, but we oan alwa;s start one hour earlier than they
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~ oon, anud I havo alrcady lcarned by noting their movouents, that a
‘man with a suell nwabor of work cuttle, }as no business in suoh a
- erowd, thc torment and vexation, odoanioned by the insubordination
;0f his ocatile in such & mixod mnultitudo, would put me crasy in a
I ‘wooke I would ten timos rathor male the ¢rip singly and alone, I
e . bolieve we have come 18 miles today, and the whole bottom so fur
may be regarded as a oouplote Edens .

B

"  | . ) . kay 20, 1869,

by We had a perfect hurricarie last nighte It blew like the
-t devil, and rained in proportion. Consequently the roads were sloppy,
- otherwise gandy and goods I took my pun and started up the river, -
Shot & poose on one of the islands about 250 yards outs It fell back

i = into the river, drifted nearly half a nile, and lodped against & sand . .

bar; being no swirmer I was afraid to wventure in and go went for some

| it ‘of the boys, but when we came baok the goose was pgone, and all we e

: C - " ocould seo was the track of a wolf or some other vormint who had appro= .
T ~priated the goose in my mbsences I hunted the island over in quest

1)

'~ -of the plunderer, but could not discover his retreats There were re-

' - oent traces of Indians also plenty of beaver sign, both here and up
the river for several milos. e are now camped at the Pavnee Village,
-We visited what is oalled tholr Chiefts grave = roud it is desoribed
_— " @& oircle somo 20 feet in diameter, the outer ria fringed with the
o, .. sxulls of horsos, the noses pointing ixvward to the oentere Those

Lorses aro gaid to havo beon killed in the battle between the Fawnees . '

end Siowx Indiens in 1850, Tho Pawnces wers then viotoriouse There
< ' ars about 60 horses hcads in alls In retaliation the Sioux returmed -
"*©  “in greater foroe, end burned the village to the ground, so thet all %
~ that now remains are the ruins of their wigsams, and their oaches or ,..* .
places of deposit for graine Those are dug about 8 feet deep in the
~ ground, narrow at the top and hallowed out underneath in the' shape of
& gallon Juge The traile of the Indians are plainly.seen, traversing -
4the bluffs in every directions , ‘ . o T

o _ 1 May 21, 18596

SR g - I wont out early this morning to look after the cattle, and
accidently met one Wesley, who lives north of Karengoe Ie and three
othera went to the peak early in March, footing it all the way and |
packing provisionss He was 11 days in the mines = triod it faithfully

+ @11 the time. Could mot make anything, and saw none who did, so he
left for hone. Ve gave hiubreakfast and £illed his kit with provisions
.axd while I wvas gono hunting the other toys met Tom Cartet from Toledo, "
who told the same siory,  Some of the boys saw several antelopes but
"didn't got near enough to shoote We pulled up protty early this evon=
- ing in order to do up a good 1Hill of wishing that has been roounulate
ing ever sinoc we left haue, end we all realizcd in part, what the
\ " women have to endure in ordor to make & home oconfortable and tidy. WVe.
) rubbed and scrubbod till the skin came off both hands and ghirts, I%

iy . would have been an interosting sight for a painter ¢o see = all hands

up to their elbows in sonp suds and their awkward attenpts at washinge

‘ I don't think any of us will ever forget our first aoquaintance with

- the wash=tubs We are now nearly 60 miles from Fort Kearneys . >

-\

.

B eSS RO . SR ST
. .

-3 P

hL S



P ] IR S NG

. 4 - 2 @ S
e o : e el 3w el S I ‘ g
-_,;_}.'...«.-‘-m-n——hcwm%&étékmnidshmbﬂv‘;'-ﬂh‘,\ maa D i o B il s
. ° . ¥

Yay 22, 1650,

Todey being Sunday, we laid ovor and wore variously om=
ployed in washing, fishing and hunting, as tho onso mipht bo. Tie

" onwht threo splandid oatfich woighing about 10 ibs apicco, thoy mnde

a glorious messe In tho foronoon five of the Marongo boys, John

Dillin, Frank Reno, Vnllaooe Homilton, Jaoob Iainos, and Craven Gordnor, |

who had boon at Chorry Crook mot, and oampod all night vlth use Thoy

fully confim provious roports fram tho minca, and all agroe in soying
it 1s tho greoatost humbug ovor got up in any ago or oountry. S Dile
1in, brothor to John, formorly of llarongo, now from Counocil Dluffs, was

- 4n tho minos all wintor, and had tho richost olaim that vos workod, and

oould not makoe with tho hardest kind of work moro than £1.50 por daye

- Talleoo Iomilton goos with Bon Owon to Californin, while Villianm Liddl_o:

bolonging to my orowd gooe homo, and one lnokonzie who oamo vith the

., boys from Chorry Crock takoes his plasce. Tho Flatto here is ovor two

nlles wide, studdod with i1clands of evory size and shapo, said to con=
tain any anount of deor and elk, wo visited about 12, saw planty of

- 8ign Wt no gamo, tho wator is in no placo ovor knoo deop and muddy

Just 'like tho Uissourie All the old Californians t¢ell us in drinking
to stick to tho Platte and not change it for any othor as lons as we
can got its They all pronownco it hoalthye Tho boys had & Jolly time
tonicht end most of them got protty mellow, porhaps I mipht havo boen
in the same fix myself but luckily the liquor was ell gone by tho tine
I got home from lmtinge d ' '

- ‘ w 25' 1959'

Vie parted fvom the boys, with throo timos thros in full chorus =
saw tonrs gliston in soveral oyes and gee up brandy s went egainst a head
wind oll doye The sand blowing omough to blind use Altogethor tho most -
disagreocable doy wo havo had sinco we startods ¥o are now opposite
Grand Island, said to bo 80 niles longe Camped by the rivor, and are
now holding on to our tents to koop tham from boing torn up bodilys It
hos blowed greet guis for sovoral hours, end not dome yots

Yoy 24, 1659
This morning we left the bottom, and took tho bluff roade

Lot Goorgo Hardins Componye Goorgo wemt on to Californin, tho othors
roturned, George Iiixon enong tho roste Wallacoe Hamiliton tradod his

~maro to onc of thon for a yoke of oxeme I bouzht somo whiskoy in the

aftornoon, got bohind the wagons, took a ocut off whioch turmod out to be

~ about aix miles longe Tho day wos worn and toting a two gallon jug

protty hoavy work, so to lighten tho load I tastod somi=occoasionly, and
I belicvo omoe or twioce too often, as I caxmot give a vory cammcotoed
aocoount of the other procoodings of the doys I wat not so far advancoed
howovor, that I could not poroeive tho first appearance of the alkalis
It looks as 1f the grourd had boon sowed ovor with flour, and tastes

o like the strangest kind of soday

Yoy 25, 1860 - .- \

Anothor thunderstorm = rained all nipht, concluded to go a
huntinge BSaw 17 antelopes, vory shye Couldn't got noar them, Some .
of the boys saw a ocouple of haros or jackass rabbits as we are in the
habit of onlling thame Got in hungry and tired and jJust in time to
savo oursolves f{rom boing dronched to the skin againe -
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The father of all the thunderstorms, we have as yot en=
" gountered since we started, fell in full foroe upon our devoted heads
today, drenching us to the skin. Some of us ooncluded to go as far
Kearney and try there to get some shoes for our oxen, so we started
through the mud some 16 miles. Baw Tom Mitchell, Mike and James Murphy
- v formorly from Marengoe There wore four women dressed in mens olothes
‘ in the same oompany, doubtloss & kind of travelling gin=shops We met .
& goverrment train from Fort laramie, poing to the river for supplies,
There were 20 teams, oonalsting of three spans of mules to each wagom,
and 6 spare wagons in the train, another ox train from the sane phoo, o
‘ 14 wogons with five yokes of oxen to each and 10 spare wagonse What
" o olunsy, unwieldy overgrown wagons they do have « timber enougch in ome -
... to make threes ¥o passcd another train from Atohison in ¥issouri loade -
o . o8 with grooeries, bound for the poake They were all assambled in '
~ .. solem oonclavo, and think seriously of taking the baock traocke Ve ' -
(“ .+ .visited the Fort, quité a respcotable little place. Got dimmer at -
M—i . .+ 76¢ u head, end enjoyed the good thinge of mine host amasingly, but
T - felt 4t somewhnt odd sitting at a table, instead of squatting om tho
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L m grbund as we bave becn so long mooustomed to dos There are about '
"t - 200 goldiors quartered here and they all look deoent axnd orderly, though
e nostly Du‘bch md Irilho
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4 g -_ May 27, 1680,

X We started this morming five miles below Kearney and had a ®
_1ittle better ohance to see the towns There are a good many houau, :

.} ’soae bullt of wood and some of sod = rather primitive looking. The - K
P uolcflierl in part were on parade, but made a very poor shows There = y
s % % are soveral brass cannons, &anll sizeds We met another large Goverme :
: ment train e left the Fort some 17 miles behind, making the biggest  °
drive today we have yet acocmplished. Ve saw one of the jacknss rabe

T bits that a fellow had shots They are similar to, but lighter in - |
R , oolor, than the Bootch hares, and I think they are a little bigger « 37

(\/ hcwthaydo rune I wish I saw & grayhound after one of thems
Ty May 28, 1659 |

Travolled over what I denominate the Buffalo Flat, intersecte - 5 o
o ed every two or three rods with desp ¢trails and covered with wallow L
" . holos where the animales are in the hobit of wallowing in the mud to ol

y 7 prevent the flies, gnats and mosquitoes from amoying thems The whole
A fiat 1s inpregnated with alkali and resanbles a boricynrd. Here lies
the bones of many an unwary ox who had drank to freely of the polsone
ous wvatere There too, the remains of the wounded and worn out 'buffo.lo °
with here and there a pile of bones that look ag if the Indians had . .
killed theme We had the good fortune to kill a hare, and a fine wild
. drakes Socme of the boys are now out after the antelopes and not lave =~ .
. yot returneds Vie are sald to be 42 miles above Kearney, encamped o - -
Plua cnok. as drr &8s & ohip, but having a-desp and wide ohnmoh ! : \

May 29, 18695

: : ‘The boys came in last night without any geme, but hungrf
\ u wolves, and we all did Junttoo toa good mess of hruoup. @ M
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- od, and it is now dark, no doubt of 1%, they must pase the night out,

. nighte Bukey and Barper arrived at camp about daylight, having travele

far famed in western literatures This is a epring of excellent, with

nice day to drive, however, We have made first rate time, passed the

~ally, foeding oo the fat of the landwwild ducks and antelopes, the |
latter tender, juioy and good, better in my opinion, than any wvenison l

up in the most approved style and ocontrary to oustom, = we travele

lod today in the forenoon making about 12 miless Pub some shoes om

one of our ocattle which was begimming to get a 1ittle footsore and reogte
od ourselves and ocattle in the afternoons Bome of the orowd wemd -

out end saw & fow buffaloos bub didn't get mear enough to shoots The

- oountry here 1s all plentifully coversd with the oursed alkali, g s

. ¥ay 30, 1869,

8ix weeks today eince we left hame, and we are now nearly
600 miles on our way= travelling over good hard suooth and level
roads, winding end twisting through patohos of alknli, The scme as "
4% has been for soveral days. Ve are heving both & rarity and wariety
for our merlé = catfish, pigeons, and a splondid antelope that Kay
killeds Hs and Vallace lmmilton packed it to the wagons at least six - :
miles = four moro of the boys are out unting and have not yot returne f.

Yoy S1, 1850,
As we expooted, our hunters found their ovn bods last .

led all night and wore much amoyed by the wolves hanging on thoir trail
and feeble and pretty well used up for want of food, water and sleeps
The other two, H. Be Bollows and Honry Badger, d1d not arrive ti11 ‘ } o
noons They killed a buffalo with my doudble barrelled smooth bore, . :
16 miles from the roads They carried about 5O lbs. of the nmeat to '

where thoy expeoted to find us, but lol we were-all of 25 miles ahead,

so they gave away their meat, and ovortook us at noon, tired and foote :
sores I tryed hunting myself, saw two deer but didn't get either, and- - i
came home in the same plight, We are now camped by cottomwood Bprings, '

ST

only & trading post and a stage station imnedistely by it, Here is also
& now made grave, the man died this spring,’ :

J.ne 1, 1859
The first of June and oold as greenland this mornings A
Junotion of “he north and south Platte, and have a glorious time genere

I over tasted, Powell caught & young wolf gnd traded it off for whiskey b E,

- enough to treat the erowds, Ve saw & deer but mone of us got o shoote

We are now camped on & sloush that puts’down from what are called Fre=
mont Springs. : : : ‘ _ _

June 2, 1869,

- More agreeable this morninge Good day,fhough dusty for a -

long drivee A fow more ducks, and another fine antelops broucht in by \

Kay to vary the monotony of pork and beanss We live like fighting +

. oooks and are now capable of ¢lmost any amownt of Physiocal endurance, ‘ -
The olimate 4s dry and healthys The proof of this 183 Ye Just hang .

up our fresh meat, and out till we finish it « there being no such

thing as taint in the atmospheres last night a prowling wolf came about
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our tents and ate up one of our best buckskin whip=laghess I had

the satisfaotion, however, today of pouring & oouple of doses of

shot into one of the ppeoles and I hope it wus the same one. e
passed a oolony of what are comonly termod prairie=dogs, and ine
stead of finding as desoribed by Enerson Bermet, “a regularly ore
ganized town, laid out in streots and squares, with an elderly fele
low who ocouples the oentor pavilion, and scts ag ohiof magistrate®,
we found no more rogularity, than there is fmong 50 many molehills in
& moadows Towards night we passed O'Fallonts Bluffs whore there ig

& trading-post and 23 wlokie-ups, belonging to a canpany of Sioux

end Cheyermme Indianse Two young braves came galloping wp to our tents,
&8 if the devil had kioked them on end, reined in and dismounmted =
drank some ooffee and wore greatly amused at Badger, who is attempte
ing to mownt one of their ponies « come very nigh being throwed, the
pony ruming backward fuster than most can £o forward, After ohatte
ing & while by signs and a few words of broken English, they rushed
off again in the game moeremonious marmer in which they had oame,

Jude § « 4, 1859, i

Roads dusty, dry, hard and gravelly; sore on ocattle's
feet = nothing of importance transpired, save passing another emall
Indian village, where we gaw a 1ot of eplendid ponies, and ascording
to previous caloulation we roached the oroseing of the South Platte
in time to oross, which we acoordingly did all safe, We raised owr -
wagon=beds about eix inches and kept everything drye. Ve found the
Crossing very disagreeable, however, owing to the shifting of the
quicksand, and having to quarter downstream, our teams were Xept at
& hard pull for over a mile bu it 1s 211 over now, and we consequents'
ly feel pretty much at our eage until we reach the orossing of the
Forth Platte,

June 6, 1859,
Sunday once more, and both we and our cattle require rest;

~ wo have been pushing ahead most too fugt for several days in order to

reach tho orossing, befors the river should rise thereby rendering -

the passage dangerous if mot altogether impracticables There s & oone
.$inual string of teams orocasing and the whopping and yelunﬁ put me

in mind of skunk bottam, Tie are only 240 miles from Pikeg eak, at
this point,

Juno 8. 1859. -
Vi struck aoross this morning for the North Platte, by
the way of Ash-lollow, distance 18 miles. Killed the fawn of an ane
telope, and soared anothor bhalf to death in the forenoon, Powell and
I tried our hang again in the afternoon, Sneaked up about two miles
on an Indian grave, supposing it to be an antelope. Got catohed in a
most pitiless pelting hailstorm, as big ag marbles, how they did sting
thro ugh the thjn;.nhirt-nleevac, 1t latter-rained worse than 1t hailed,
$111 we were both soaking wet, chilly and ohafed up before we reached
the ocampe Vo passed something 1ike what the Alps must have been inm
Rapolecns time, oouing slmost perpendicularly down into Ash=Hollow,
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rabbits today,

or Apple-Rennie = the whole country is covered with it,

/

Tie now have mailestations regularly. everyone keeps stofe and sells
11quor at 26¢ a drinks ’ / L

Jwe 7, 1860,

Travelling up the Platte  thres droves of horses passed
us bound for Californias Alkali worse here than any place we have
yot seen, roads awfully sandy and dusty, extrenely hard on the cattle,
owing to this we have camped early. The boys killed three jaolass

June 8, 1850,

o Roads better, weailher wam, made good times Hunted ooocasione
allye Met with poor sucoesss The hares here are comaonly found emongeh
& sort of brush that grows in bunches, and very muoh reseables what is
cultivated in the gardems of _pootland wnder the name of Bouthermwood

Junp 9, 1859,

8tarted very early. Awful hot and dusty = got in sight of
oourthouse rook, apparently a mile or so from the roads We had a great
dispute about the distance, and twn of the boys, Powell and Harper,
have been out, and are now oaning in, convinoed mo doubt of their errvr,
as they reluctantly acknowledge that thoy travelled about five miles
before they reached it, We are now past it and in full view of Chixmey
Rocke ' : ) ' -

June 10, 1869,

When opposite Chimmey Rock about 310 o'clock A, nearly all
the boys went up to see it. It 1s composed of sand and ¢lay, and 1s
&8 near as I can judge, quite 400 feet in hoight = 200 from the base
%o the highest asoending point and thea 200 feet more stioking up on
the top like a ohimnoy-staok. The boys say that there are &ny amount .
of names out out in the eoft rocke The bluffs all along jut out in
overy oonoceivable form and shape oovered here and there with dwarf veday,.
We killed three hares, and made & fair drive of about 17 miles.

We struck out this morning for Scotts Bluff's, a place much
oelebrated in western literaturo, and I must say they interested me
more than any place I have yet seens You oome on approaching them inte
& regular amphitheater in shapeaf a seni=oirole oamplotely walled in
with sof% rook of all shapes and sizes. llere & soulptor micht approe
printely teke lessons from Vadam Nature, and be greatly profited =
here are pimaocles and peaks, turrets end towers, domes, oitadels and
fortresses in every style of arohitectures Dut the greatest ouriocsity
in these latitutdes is = the romarksble purity of the atmosphere, as
woll as the extraordinary easte with which one is liadble to be deceived
in regard to distance = for instance you see & bluff or mountain ape

. parently not more than a mile at any rate, which in all probability

you won't geb to 4% short of four or fivee Another thing obserwabdle

48 « when an ox or any other animal dies, it is not subjeot to putrifestion
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as in most olimates, but naturally dries and shrivels up t111 1% gets-
too hard for a wolf to eats, We have seen several such oarcases today,
and have oome about 22 miless . |

June 12, 1859,

Last night was our first experionce in the vmy of mosquitoes,

. Yone of us alept any of any scoownt, and those who d1d, looked as if they

had had & good milling « eyes bunged up, and faces swelled up skinetight,
This is Sunday once moro, we aococordingly 1aid over and let our cattle
roste One of Ben's oxen showed some symptoms of boing siok, dbut got -
considerably better by nights The day was passed in reading, writing,
sleoping, washing and overhauling and changing our loads. ‘A groat

toans passed us todny, but every dog hes his day, and vory likely we

may got ahead of most of them yets ;

JLIIG 15. 1859'

This is the hottest day we have yet had, roads oconfoundedly
dry and dusty = passed a &unll deep oreeck about six feot wide, with a
toll-bridge where they ohargo 26¢ per toame Ve orossed, however, below
the bridge, and rather than be imposed wpon in such a manner, we would
have takon our shovols end filled it up in less then half an hour, and
8o have orossecC on dry land, it alwnys makes me mad to see such efforts
made to gougo the hard wp travelling emigrant, IHorse Creek ocmes mexh
wide and shallow but olear and pretty., Any amount of eattle laying
dead, all swelled up, supposed to be killed by alkeli = passed three
Indian villages, and severrl excellont springse, 8ighted laramie Pesk,,
covered with snow, ocontrasting strongly with the suffoocating heat wo .

have endured all day.

' J\ﬂﬁ 1‘. 1359.

Dry and dusty. Saw more deed cattle today than we have seas
on the trip. Passed any amount of Indian lodges = reached and orossed
laranie Fork on & toll-bridge $2.60 per teame Went into Fort laranie,

8 miles beyond the Forts No ane being permitted to canp {nside the Re= -
serve, : i ,

Started wp the walley of the Platte, passed through pretty
1ittle nooks, studded with wild roses and young cottonwoods = than
olimbed the bluffs for an extended vicw, came down epain, desoribved a
few aoute angles, scaled heichts = tumbled down praoipes, and had a hell
of a road generally emodg the Bleck Hills, which probably take their name

fron the blaok eppearande’they prosent, being all covered with fir amd™

oodar, laramie Peok still in sight = Long's Peak and Pike's Peak, are
but a“continuation of the Dlack Hills « any amount of dead ocattle
still, and I am led to believe that more than half of them perish by

- inhaling the dust, whioch hangs like a oloud around use

June 16, 1869

8111 among the Black Hills, trying to get past laramiest?
Peak, now 356 miles south, saw scne pretty little wles environed by
mountains, and fringed with fir and dward cedar, as well as mmall grouths
of a lpOOIC‘ of timber indigenous to the locality. We bave also seen
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some splendid springs, how doliolous the cool water tastos, after !
boing nearly suffocated with the heat and duste The ereeks too yoll :
over boautiful gravelly beds, and small groves of timber mostly fir, !
dot the mountaine far and noars We have got ahead of a large train )
of provision wagons bound for Balt lake. There is still another about :

el two miles ahvad, and I must now comolude as there s ccnsiderable of

J & thunderstorm brewing over use ' i

v _ | | dune 17, 1859,

& Luckily the storm didn't oome our way, Ve visited a cave
- mear waere we oampody it wae not very axtensive, howover, though cape ‘ A
able of sheltering a good manye Here same fellows had been prospecte R
ing, and penoiled fubulous amounts, that they had made, on sane of the ‘
trces arounds Ve are still olambering emong the mowntainse The boys 4
brought in three sage=hens, nearly as big as wild turkies and badly wounded
_ ‘ & deor which they didn't gets In the afternoon I took a solitary remble ;
C ' enong the mowntains, got into & bed of & mowntain torrent, where it used - :
to rush and scothe and boil among shoer preoipices, whore rooks of enore . 5
mous size were poised on tho piddy heightey YAs if an infants touch : Ty
could urge Tholr headleong passage down the verge™. Baw plenty of sign :
but no game. Followed a oonsicorndle stream ti11 it lost i4self entiree f
1y in the sand, thea reappeared again about two miles shead, thon re=
appeared afain about two miles ahead, in the shape of a sglendid springe
Vo are now campod on & beautiful stream with a beautiful Indian name,
which I caunot reacmbor long emough to get it into my Journgl, One of
the most export Indian hunters, and a pretty fair marksman, is now trye
ing our rifles, while several squaws are laying around, trying their
best to trade us some "Pinohey", oo _ '

. _ : Jute 18, 1859,

Powell and I started up the oresk this morning on & hunting - .

; ~ expeditlon, followod it same 8 or 9 miles, got campletely walled in . N
—~ - with mountains, BStruck for a deep zorge in one of them, vhere we . P
thought our course lay, travolled about 12 miles, suffered greatly for- P
woant of watery found & large oreek with & ourrent swift as & mill tail, :
followed it for six miles down through the mountains, wading through . . !
it up to our middles over 20 times, olambering, slipping, eliding, ’
rolling and tumbling on precipices in mcoessible to anything dbut moun=
tain-gheopy othor six miles down the oreek luockily brought us to Camp, ‘
having ectually travelled 33 miles (Powell puts it domn at 40)s We o
‘hunted faithfully all day, and only saw one door which.I shot at and
nissed = about & mile from ommps We are both pretty well used up, and -
having fasted all day, I am so d==d hungry I can't write any more « so
here we are two months ca the road,

June 19, 1859, v,

Today boing Sundny, we laid over half a day, hunted, caught S
and killed oconciderable lice, this being their first appearance, and o
I think we must have got thom in some of our oompany places, as we
bave all been very attentive to oleanliness, changing our olothes regue
lar}y « hitchod up again in the aftornoon and made about 8 miles, oamping ; *
on another beautiful mowuntain stream = toward night Kay, Bose and o
Bellows brought in & fine fat antelope to wry our fure againg
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brought in threes hares.

June 20, 1869,

Bot started bripht and early = mode a long steady driwe
and reached Deor Crook a 1ittle before moone There i s trading=
‘post hero, quite a number of wnites, and a large village of Indigns,
Roaohed the Platte onoe more, trawelled up it eome 9 miles, and
ed Just behind the large Salt lake train, and some of ths boys

June 21. 1869 e

Ben and I let the wagon-mnster of the Salt lake train have
200 1bs of flour egoh, to be paid apain in flour when we got to 8alt
lake, this saving our teams from hauling it so far, Passed the bridge
on the Platte = fare $5,00 for ongo wagon and fouwr yoke of oxen « wunt
upon the South side still as far &s the forry, about 8 miles above the
bridge, and onemile above the 0ld Moyman Ford, where we now areg

Jine 22, 1869,

5t111 at the Ferry, 4wo young fellows got nearly drowned
this foremoon attempting to ewim the river, One of them wes almost
exhausted when pulled oute The ourront is so swift it takes a mighty
good swimmer to perform the feat, and besides the water is 80 oo0ld
caning straipght from the snowy mountaing, one is apt to get ohilled
olear through before he can get aorosss I saw one who was said to be
&8 good & swimer as thers was in the oowntry try i%, and he was care
riod down mearly & quarter of a mile, making the .prssage, Some of the
pulleys got broke up, conseguently there was 1ittle orossing done toe -
day, and a good many deams have to oross yet before cur team comes,

Went out and hunted a 1ittle, only saw one hare, and shot i¢,

Jwe 23, 1859,

Got ovor £Ho river about noone * Came protty near having
& fight with seme Missourians who attenpted to get in befors us, We
took our stand, however, and kept it. They, no doubt, thought it

. safest to let us alone, and well they did for we were all armed to the

teeth and fully determined to take the forry and do our own orossing
should ws not get over when our regular turr ocames Trayslled 8 miles
and reached Poison yprings the last camping place em the Platte,
Passed & woman who acoidentally got her arm brokee

. J.ne 24, 1860, ' :
Ve have now followed the Platte some 710 uwiles, and found

~one of the best matural ronds in the wniverse, Plenty of grass,

water and wood, at interwls all along the route« True there is ocone
siderable alimli distributed over the entire distance, but a little

- care will in a great measure nullify all that there is, We were in

oompany today with Ep Holbrok formerly of.-Marengo, now from Yonona :
County, Iowa, two of the Talbotts from Powshlok County, and Frank Mosier,
whom 4 visited on the Missouri, during my trip in 1857, Ve trawvelled
over & good road today - sighted tho Rooky Mountains a¢ lasts Noomed

et Willow Bpringss Could mot meke out why thoy are called Willow :
Springse Yo such timber, and none of any kind Erows here, little grass,
and water thick with mude We are now oanped 21 miles from the Platte
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v musv 4w oalled Fish Oreck = and ono of ny oxen is protty siok,
June 25, 1869,

One ox gono dond end no doubt 1t would have boen laig to
the allald 1f we hangeg known bettor this time, I believe mysole
thnt 1t wags oving to tho dust irhaled, while dying it appeared to
have pgroat diffioulty in breathing, and died in convulsions, The
wind blew a perfeot tornado, the dust absolutely blinding, and ¢o
make matters orso, the road lny on a dry, parched up, desolate,

o1, sandy waste, whore no vogetation except stunted sapge=brugh
oan live, Vo are now mhond of both of the Salt lake Trains, and neb

“another on the baok traok, poing after goods. Ye pagged e solitary

11ttle gruve thig norning, neatly rounded off, and fixed up very
tastily, with a Plain plece of board at ite head, and elegantly carved
on the board wag the following affeoting and &ppropriate insoription,

"Here I laid my dear 1ittle Monroe
' Ke Maxwoll®

bouquete Ve are now camped on the Sweetwater, and consider ourselves
half way to Californie in distance but not {1 times Bame of the boys

Last nipht the Loys oame in with mnothep antelope, end

one sage hon. Being Sunday we laid over as usual, and the three

boys who joined us neay Flattemouth, traded off their wagon, and
Joined teams with Ben Owon, 80 we now have only two wagons, and
thirteen able bodied men and & boy « the latter is the best Oxedrive
er in the orowds The whole cowntry is improgmated with alkml4, and
round Saleratus lake whioh lays in our immediate vioinity, The ground

June 27, 1869,

Imodiately after starting one of Ben's wagon-tires rolled
off, and so spoiled our foronoon's drive, Coning up the Sweetwater
wo passed & trading post where we saw a youngs grissly bear oub, Them
c¢onos Independonoe Rook, a large isolated, oblong, irregular shaped
mass of rook, soveral hundred feot lon;, and itg greatost altitude I .-
would suppose vag sanowhere near g hundred feet, every available poing
literally coverod with nAnes as various as the dates. Six miles farther
W6 pasged the Devilts Gate, where the Sweetwmateor, foams, rushos, and
thunders through bLetwoen two perpemdioular.momtaim, at great ine
oonvinience to itsclf, whon 1t might just ag oasily have gone through
where the road Tuns, but then it would bave sounded bad for all the
travel to go through tho Devalts Gate, No saying where it night awe
lod in that case, On putting up our tente tonight, we had o slight
taste of & regular hurriomne, the dust coalng down before the wind
in olouds suffiolent to obsoure the faoe of vatures Wo bave a faiy




)

prospect of having a substantinl mess of hare soup in the morning,
June 28, 1859,

About bed time last night the pleasantncss of the evening
was all gones "It blow as 4f 'tvnd blown its last”, end.levelled two
tonts olose by us, thourh ours stood its fury, Today 4t still blows,
though not so violents Zoads sandy and deops Olowish travelling e
met & good many Californians retwrning, some bringing good moocounts,
and some bad from the mines, just as each was suocessful or otherwise,
Killed one hare, and are now camped again on the Sweetwaters

~ June 29, 16859,

. Crossed the Sweetwater four times todaye Good roandss Drove
17 miles = killed two hares and one rabbit, one of the other boys shot
two eage henss The mosquitoes are truly ammoying, unlike what thoy are
et hoae, where they are troublescme only in the evenings and mornings,
while they mever appoar here, only in the middle of the day, when the
sun is at the hottest, and disappear altopgether when night comose The

. irmediate vioinity of snow probably mccownts for this.

. June S0, 1869,

Left the Swoctwater at three o'olock in the morning,
passed about daylight what are called the loo-springs that is & regue
dar quagnire, where it shakes all around and on digging down atout a
foot, you find a stratum of ioce about tkree inches thick, olerk, pure,
end nice. Each of the wupons took along a bucket of ice = a few miles
farther we passcd some hot eprings, but not seeing them myself, I oan't
doesoribe thexs 16 miles from our moming camp we apain reached the
Bweetwators The mountains oovored with perpetual enow are now in wights
Vie intend to reach the sumit of the Rooky Mountains tomorrows Shot

4 heres and we are now beginning to get tired of them: They don't taste

as woll ag they did at first,
Jaly 1, 1869,

Viere told this morning, that it was only ten miles aoross
from the Sweetwnter to where we would strike it again, so I left the
teans and with my 1ittle brotherinlaw went & hunting « followed the
river, olimbing precipes, and descending them again almost perpendiculare
ly, saw any emount of enow. Crossed ravines sevoral tinmes on the top
of it, while resting on a oliff I observed scme gosse eway below me
on tho other side of the rivor, over 200 yards off. Shot one, and waded
the rivor swift as a militail to got it. Chased some mntelopes = killed
onc, and after paocking it and the goose for severnl miles, we acoidently
came aoross %the t¢eams oamped on & oreek 16 miles from the morning camp
and still 9 miles from the river yet., Two more of the boys are still oute
I expeot they kept up the rivor to the orossinge .

Thore was 108 tn our buckets thia morning as thick as window
glass = reached the orossing where Oilbert's Station 1s, about moon, the
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boys got there last night, the eattle were tired so we laid over in

the aftoernoon and are now refreshing ourselwes, drinking ice water.

A road starting froa this point leada to ,Galifornin, evolding Balt
Loke City = said to be 100 miles noarere It is called lander's Cut=offe
We might probably have taken this road, had we not let tho Salk lake
train have our flour,as it is we must go that way wo goet it,

July 8, 1650,

Sunday again, but not a day of rest with us. We purposed
rouching Faoifie Sprinps, and laying over during tho Fourth and theree
fore travellod some 13 milez in the forenoon, passing the Sunmit of the
Rooket Yountains on what is onlled the South Pams, and oh what a dowmn=
fall my imageination=powers receivede I had for years plotured to my
own mind the eppearance the South Pass must presentes I had set it dowm
&8s & narrow rucged gorge, completely walled in on either side by pere

- pondioular mowntains, towering to the sky and oovwored with enow and

timber, instead of that the ascent is so gradual, the mounteins so

1ike what you have become nooustomed looking at, that one would never
imagine he was about et the hipghest altitutde, were 1% not that one sees
the little springs and stiroams stealing away towards the west instead

of the easte Ths faoct is as soon as we begin ocoming up the Platte

we ocommenoe olimbing the Rocky Mountains, and the asoent is eo long and
gradunl, that the traveller gets to the top before he knows it and the
oomparative insignificonce of the mountains and the absence of anything
like timbor,-tend estill more to mislead hime Three miles farther and

we reached the Springs where thoy form a kind of guagnire, and flow tovards
the Paoifio Ocean, hence their name. These springe are said to be part
of the headwnter of the Colorado River. The grass was nearly all eat

up, 80 we struck out again, following the small strean that flows from
the Springs, & few miles and it sinke in the sand, compelling us %o trawel
12 miles this aftermoon before we could get water, and that so bruokish
that we had to hold our breaths ¢ill we got it downe There is alwost -
no feed here at all, so thers is m help for it, we are bound to travel
tomorrows .

.:m 4, 1869,

Te ushered in the morning of the glorious 4th with a few
wvollies of snall arms, end then commenced an &rducus drive of 15 miles
over a dry, barren and allkald region, destitute of both graces and water.

Shortly after starting one of owr wagon tires came off, and delayed us . .~

oconsiderably, fixing leathers on the ehds of the spokes, and botween
the fellows, then outting sagebrush, heating and setting the tire, Ve
finished the job, however, and reached Little Sandy about 2 otolock Pude

" mnearly exhausted for want of water = what we did use being so braokish

that it only agprevated instead of alloying thirst, We expeot to lay
over hore tomorrow and rest our ocattle, This is the dryest 4th I hawve

~ evor passod sinoe I onme to the coumtry and what made it tenfold worse

to bear was the oonsoiousness that so many thousande over the length ‘
and breadth of the land were sipping the sweets of enjoyment while we

were toiling, sweating and floundering on, glad to stretoh our wearied
limbe wnder the shade of some frieondly bugh, and catoch a refreshing

nap, instead of the fuss, the preparation, the excitumnent and the pleuuﬂ _
of fuolng our partners in the lively danoce, then footing it gally on

the 1ight fantastio m e 30 wagp the world = mt 13 pluam wanting
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July B, 1859,

Vie have laid ovor all day, having first-rate feed for
ow stook, and we oursclveos have passed the day in setting all our
wagon tires, washing olothes and playing oards for our anusement, I
have spent most of the day 4n perusing Gil Blas for the third or fourth
tines Thore 1s & oompany of four teams above us on their return fram
Salt lake, after residing thore one yoare They look presty hard up,
and say it was a1l thoy oould to to ralse an outfite

" Report goos thismorning that Horace Greeley of the New York
Tribune passed here in the Btage last night on his way to Salt Lake :
Citys dbut I oan't tell how truc 1% 1ss Ve loft Little Sandy end orosse
ed ovor to Big Sandy, distance 8 miles, and 17 more to the seoond crosse

. ing, & dreary, sandy, barron oowntry, destitute of grass, and had to

camp at last, on a place covered with alkmli, and the grass socaroely
long enough for the oattle to get hold of, f{eﬂ & road diverges, called
Kirmney's Cut 0ff. '

July 7, 1869,

Tie took the old road = X s0ld my odd ox to a truder for
$25,00 = orossed over to Green River called 12 %/4 miles;y but I call
it nearer 18, We wont to the lower ferry, fare 50f per team, and gwam
our cattle, and are now campod on the river in pretty good grasse. Most
of the boys are fishing and have csught some smnll ones, resembling
trouts 7The foremost freight train left as we ocame in sight,

- It was on Green Rivor that the Momons last fall attaoked,

burned and destroyed two Goverrment trains, the remains of the wagons
are still to be seene It hgs rained protty steady ever since daylight

and Just before wo startod out & freipht train going east after goods, —

orossed vhere we woro, = & few miles from the ford we met two Companies

-of UeBs soldiers, with all their baggage, supernuneraries, and other

hangors~on, belonging to the Amy=16 miles in all brought us to Ham's
fork of Green River = 4 miles up the fork we osaped in good feed with
& snall oompany of soldiers about & quarter of a mile above use

July 8, 1859,

-

Throe milos up we orossed on a povermeat bridge. 1} miles
more brought us to Blaok's Fork where the road from Pike's Pusk via The
Chorokee Trail comes in = several teaus came in as we passed, 9 miles

farther we reached the rivor again, and three miles more brought us to the
. second orossing where we now are. Ve passed more dead cattle today,

than any day yet, all of an anoient date howevore We saw where soveral
wugons had been dostroyed by the mormons. -Here lie the remains of the
wagons and upwarde of & wazon load of heavy log-ohains made out of 3/4
irone Boamo peraon for his own amusemont had linked sovoral strings of

these along the road, - I had the ourlosity to measure three of theme, BEmoch

one of these made 50 good paces, and many separate piles besides, as
high as hayoocks = grass thin and scatéering, very indifferent.
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in courso of erootions Leaving Bear Rivor we approached Eoho Canyom
(promunoed Xanyon) of Mormon oelebritye A great many springs and
Tireb rete foed as far as wc have ooae today and that s about 18 miles,

July 14, 1059,

Hrd frost this morninge Vhat we were informod was Eoho
Canyon turnod out to be same bther smnll oanyon, we only reached the eastern
extranity of it this evoning, having passsd through the fines pasturage
we have seen on the ¢rip = plenty of springzs all the way. We are said
to be atout 60 miles fron the olty, , :

July 15, 1859,

- Te have got through Echo Canyon at last, same 20 miles in
all, at the wostorn extronity of the canyon we saw the Mormon Fortificae
tion, got up to oppoce Unole Sam?s Troops and I must szy they are the sile
liost attempt I evor saw. BSome three or four ditches about six feet deep
and a3 many wide, intorscot the road, end on tho tops of tho mountains
in every direotion, emall forts oamposod of very emall gtones oommand the
Canyon for’some dlstanco, and look for all the world like schoolboys
playhouses, falling far short of even a Twentyfioation, in faot any one
who over saw these puorile demonstrations of our friend Brigham, would
et onos conolude that all the fuss was mainly his troops in order to get
a little mongy into olroulation in this sootiens 4n thie, all know how
well he succeededy leaving thess hostile demonstrations we trawvelled
through Prove Canyon, reaching Vieber River, & beautiful stream fringed
with Cottonwood willow, curronts end Jaock=0ek, the Canyon now takes the
nane of Vicber Canyone We follored tho river for nearly four miles hear
which we are now ocemped, on a bluff overlooking the river, having coze
scme 17 miles of pretty rough hilly roade ,

July 16, 1859,

: Left Wober River, startod up & steop ravine, trqvelled 6
miles, then reached the sumit. Struck dovm a canyon that led us into
Iast Canon Croek, a splendid stream, with plenty of Cottomwood and Wile
low to variegnte the soene, here we found an abundance of gooseberries,
ourrants, end sarvis or Jure=berricsy thore are nimorous excellent springs
8ll along, and no doubt we would foel plad 4o come aoross scme of them
on the desort before we get throughe The Traders hore say that desr,
bear, antelops, elk, proirie chickens and sage hens are found in great
plenty back in the mowmtains. Tho Weber and Pinte Indians are those
that inlmbit this quarter, and are no way remarkable, only for their
£ilthiness, sloth and thievish propensities, We have crossed East Cancn
Creek, some 10 timos, and are now camped three miles from the foot of
the mountains and 26 miles from the oitye

July 17, 1859,

Sunday apein but no rost for the wiscked, Thres miles and
we lcave East Canon = asoend a eteep, rooky ravine three miles long, and
then reach the sumit of a ohain of hills, then dive down another revine
and follow it for 7 miless On reaching the above mentioned sumuit ane
other fellow and I asosnded & mountain on the right scms 500 or 600 feed
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hich, expooting to get a peep at the great olty, but were disappointed
only saw the valley and one large building, through a orevice in the
mowntainse This evening on osmping, I tredod off 2 guns, one for butter a
and the other for & revolvers Ve are now 11 miles from the headquarters
of Mormmonie,

July 18, 1669,

? o - Asoending & mighty stoep hill we gained another sumit and
thon went down the steopest ravino, we have yet emoountered, then wp
again a little farthor, and we are on the hilltop overlooking Great Sal%
lake City, greatly inclined to beoome Mormons for & timey the oity at
this standpoint prpscnts & very confusod appearance owing prinocipally
I beliews, to Lthd faot that each one has a lot, and btuilds only one

+»house, and that how, and where he pleases, and cultivates his plot in

~ @aocordance with his ~um taste, but on entering the oity, the soene
ohanges, and emacks grootly of the agreeables Every sidewalk being shade
ed with trees and streams of mountain water ruming in every street for
irrigating purposes. Many peach treecs are now far enouch advanced for
produoinge The women in general are very forward, and come about the
wagons without any reserve for the avowoed purpose of trading. Horace ,
Greeley of the New York Tribune is in the oity driving up and down the
streets 1like the dovil taking motes as he goes and to a great extent
verifying the proverb that “he that runs may reed®s I have been wneble
to see either Erigham Young or Governor Cumings Ve are canped in the
middle of the oity, paying 25¢ per head for pasturing our stocke Three
monthe today since i left home, and only two-thirds of the Journey ao=
ocamplished, the remaining third being by far the worst.

July 19, 1859,

Vo exnmined the olty more particularly today. Saw Young's

' Harem, neatly fonoed in with a wery high walles The Tithing office too
is & good and a handsame building and the Temple Square has a beautiful
situation, but take it altogother I have been sadly disappointed in re-
gard to Salt lake Valleys It is at bewt very unprodustive even with ire
rigation, and 1 should say not very reliable for orops et any time, Three
miles fram the oity on our way tovards Bear River we reach some Hot Sule
Ehur Springss One of them is aotually the greatest matural ouriosity

have ever ocame aorosse Tho water boils out of the s0lid rook in a

- stream 88 thick as my body, and hot enough to cook an egg in three mine
utes. The chamel of the stremm is campletely coated with green slime,
and smells pretty loud. Boeze thinks the gentlemen in Black must have a
ooty seat in the vioinity. There are some Bathing Establishments here.
The roads are good, plenty of pure fresh spring water, We ars now at
Centerville 12 miles north of the oity, the walley toc begins to look scme
richer and produces excellent barleys

Come only soven miles, laid over to get shoes om our oxeme
Tie have been trawvelling north, leaving the lake from ¢ $o 10 miles on

~our lefte There are two islands in the lake, one of them very muoh re=

sembling the Isle of Ar'ran in Sootland on a small scale, As near ag I
‘oan learn the leke i¢ & 11ttle over 500 miles in oirounference, and
oonsiderably oblonge We are now at a settleasnt called Farmingtone
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R - July 21,1069

. Traded off two pretty well usod up oxen for fresh ones,
“ ., 3 passed Kay's Vard e another pettlemont b miles from Fumington, Entore
P ed on & sand ridpe that reaches nearly 4o Weber River, the snme river
7. ., we orossed bofore we got to Salt lake Citys It iamuch larger here,
. ' looks equally pretty, and hs a vory hoayy settlament on-it called Opgden
Citye We encountered one of the greatest posts we have yot seen, the
- advont of myriads of winged entsy they filled the air so we could scarce=
1y breathe liternlly maraing on our heads, getting into our mouths and
oaapletely oovering the wagon coverss This lasted 3 miles when a thundere
sborm came to our reliof and mettled themy we are camped olose 4o the oity,

.
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July 22, 1659,

; Leeving Opden City we again took the sandhills. Ben traded
& yoke of lame oxon, for one & good deal worse, and we caaped at noon, .
in a place where the grasshoppers wore skipping in thousands and had eat
"7 ‘up every green thing, Ve tasted the bigter end of a raking windstorm,
S The air wns oomplotely filled with dust, and in order to prevent suffo-
cation we did as they do in the eastern deserts = laid flat on our bele
lies ti1l tho squall went over, About midaftornoon we got to a sulphur
salt, saltpetre and soda spring all in one and s0 hot that one can't hold
' his bhand in its Near night we made Willow Creek Settlenent and are now
=+ . ocamped about & mile beyond. ' - f

. T i July 28, 1859,

; " A few miles brouglt us to Brigham City, quite a lively
settlement, got some butter, cheese, dried beef and onions, as well as
some other eatables, prices hero ares butter 30¢, cheese 25¢/p dried beef _
o 407y cuger 807y ocoffoe BOf3 tea §2.00 to §2.60 por 1b, We passed & great )
- wany springs today, one cold wmier spring in partiocular, the largost I . b i
-~ ever sowy we also orossed & boiling oreek, formmod from a number of hot™ ]
springs atove. Ve aré now canped for the second time om the banks of '
Bear River sald to be 80 miles north of tho oitys The river here is twice .
as large &8 it wns vhero we orossed it befores Nothing singular trange - .
© pired today save, that the ground in many places was alive, crickets as - :
large &s my thund, all ohirping and flounoing about, The 1ndia.nl are said .
to be vory fond of thaa, Cricket huniing appears to be matural with - i
then, hero 1s the modus operandie 4 hole is dug in the ground, then . :
Indians, squawe and papooses go round end drive them with brush into the = 1 ..
hole, heap on dry wood, then roast and feact, I don't admire the digh
much myselfs It blows a porfeot hurricane end looks 1ike rainm,

~ July 24, 1859

!

- last night headed evorything I ever experienced in the wy I
. of mosquitoess Vo went to bed but ocouldn't do anything but fight the curse

ed things., 5o all hands got wp and formed & Euchre party, Two against :

two, the losing party 4o out and haul sage-brush and build firos. Ve kept

1% up all night, and somewhow or other it so happened, that I had no brush
- %o out ¢i1l near morning. This is Sunday morning, the armiversary of the

- founding of Balt lake Citye Bear Rivor here is deop and muddy, we svam |

“our oattle and ferried our wagons, fére, inoluding « tollride on the Kalad

Rivery & miles ahoad §3,00 per wagon. 8&ix miles from the last mentioned
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river we reached & spring on the bluffs opposits Bear River Bottom
where we are nows Canped in oompany with About 30 wmgonse

~July 26, 1869, ’

Started very early on as good & road as we found at any
timo on tho Plattes. Made about 16 miles before we rosched wuter, and
that was too brackish for uses The ocattle drank a little of it. We
then struok out again und travellod othor 16 milos befors we ocould gok
any water at all, Ve then found an excellent spring and plenty of
ccapanys It was aftor dark before wo got in, oonsequently aftor supper :
the boys oouldn’t find the oattlo, and the general impression was -
that they were stolen, when lo in the morning they were all laying i
down about 100 yarde from oanp, :

July 26, 2869,

The spring wo roached last night is onlled liensoll’s

Springe It fssues from & mountain om the left and forms quite a little
stream whore it orosses the road = & six mile drive brought us to Doep
Crook where wo watered and on making anothor drive of six miles, wo
reached it again, At this point the oreck sinks and forms Quite a
large marsh, with abundance of pasturages 4As tho cattle travolled so ;
for yceterdny, we conocluded to lay ovor the balands of the day, and :
lot them rests While we attended to our washing, mending, etos Two
wagons havo {ravelled with us for a couple of days, and ere still in
oanpeny with use One of Ben's oxen is quite sick, how it will result
we are a» yot wnable to say, : .

July 27, 1869,

: The ox is bettor this noiming « leaving the Sink of Deep

- Creck, we reached Pilot Springs after a drive of 10 miles, here we watersd :
“‘ourselves and cattle, one of the latter got mired down, and we had 40— — Y -
pull hix out with ropes., After prooceding about S miles farther we j®
found & few blados of grase for our cattle, and 4ook dirmor oursolves. -
The old road used to run considerably'to the left, passing same springs 2
on themountains, bubt the rond 1s rougher and a good deal fariher, !
Af¥er dimer a few of us went ahead of the teans hunting for water to i
drink, and found a pood spring at the end of 10 miles, You bet I laid .

in & good belly full of its A brother of Charles Jenking who lives R :
- west of Uorengo passed us here in company with othor ten men paoking 48 = K
through to California with muleé and poniess Two miles farther and we L
pitohed oaup at Stony Creek, with plenty of snow in sighte Our cattle ;
are pretiy tired, the day has been warm and the road dusty. There are’
ten wagons in all camped here, -

July 28, 1859 S

¥ade one long weary drive of about 12 miles through a par= :
feot fog of duste This hos been a trying day on the cattle, owing to '
the dust and heats Ve got to & oreel oalled De Cassure, and orossed it
twioce through a couple of breakencok places, then trawvelled up it abous Lo
S miles whore we found an abundance of exsellent feeds Ben got his wagon e
tires 21l out and set by a travelling blackemith, who has been travelling ‘
with us for several dayse We too had an ox shod, and are now taking
matters easy expeoting a perfect onslaught from dhose overgrown mountaim
nosquitoes which infests these parts. .

.
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July 29, 1859,
It proved too 0old laet night for the mosquitocs, Cone

‘sequontly wo had & splindid nights rost, and enjoyed 1t too with ine

finlte gusts, broakfast in my opinion was amnounoed a great deal too
soone Wo took dinmer about a mile cast of the point where Sabletfs
Cut=of{ cones in to the Salt lako road, City Rooke are in the ime
modiate vioinity e saw & woman on horseback paoking it through to

- California, morry ae a orioket, hope she'll make her pllo, and cateoh

o moto, she doserves the best kind of lucke Ihuled up at the Nountainm

| -Spring, splendid wator, falir grass, and oool enouch to be pleasant,
-The Indiane are sald to be - wory hostile in this quarter, but sonchow

%o all apponr to be perfootly regardless, and if a fight should ocour e
I prosune wo would all wnde in ooneidering that only as one of the parts
1aid down in the prograsmes, Ye have & delegation of Shoshones in Canp
now, thoy don't eppear to be vory warlike, or even capable of doing
=nugh nischiefs Ve havo oame 18 miles today and are now at the foob of
tho Goose Cresek Mountain,

July 30, 1859,

Loaving Mountain Spring behind us, we passod over 10
nllos of the ourscdest road I evor travelled, up end down almost ime
passablo preciploes, and the trunock six inches deep with sand and dust,
howover, wo roached Gooss Creek at last, and there wunhitched for dine
nery in tho gfternoon we drove 8 miles up the creck, on an excellent
roads Just as we turned out, & mule train from Salt lake City passed

us, carrylng passengers through to Californie for- {40 a hudﬁoreociﬂ.n; .

at the samo time {60 dollars per hundred for baok freoicht. wonder -
goods of every desoription are so emormously high in prioce out here
when suoh’a ransom is paid for only hauling tham, but the "Good time™
is ooming, there must be & railrond moross the ocontinent at no very
diastant dates .

July 31, 1859,

. Reoport has it that & fracds oocurred a fow days ago on
Sablot's Cut off, botwoen the maubers of two fonilios, which resulted
in ono men getting shot deade The company being probably afraid of
doing anything with the murders, suffercd him to yun at large = hape
poning & fow days after to violt a large train farthor ahead, thoy
mentlonod the oircumstance to him lamenting the wmfortumate issue
of the affair « "yos" 3aid he "I om the man that killed him, and I
shall shoot two or throc more of them too, before I got throuzh®s
Thoy imuodiately nabbed him, wnited t{11 the othor truin came up,
formed oourt, empammelled a Juwry of tvelve men e examined witnesses,
argucd the oase fram dark 111 daylight = found him gullty and sentenced
him to deaths A scaffold was made by elevating two wagon tongues,
on widch,all I can hear, he wus humng 1ile a doge I suppose he had as
feir a trial as ever o men had, and the proccodings throuzhout wore
ordorly in tho extrcmo. Stern ncoessity in such onses, on such a
trip requires just such motiom. All the legnl fraternity to the
controry notwithstandinge A largo train of horses that have bean
behind us ever since we wore on tho Platte, had & regular stanpede
last night but they bave found moarly all of them todaye The Indians

ars =» thiok as hops, erouching and squatting in wait, and watohing
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~ & ohanoe to oommlt sono misohlof, Iy I would 1ike to pepper the deed
“yaller skins"s I feol just 1ike it after hearing of their oruslties,

August 1, 18689,

Loaving Goose Creck and oming up & canyon, we'found a
pretiy good siream, then 12 miles without any water at all, when we
reached lock Spring, a splendid ouv {ssuing out of the rock, but no
sign watover of anything 1ike feod, we therefore rested a 1ittle and -
went alead othor @ uiles, where wo found plenty of water dut no gruss
of any acoount, We ouuped, however, as the oattle wore pretty well
tired out, quite a mumber of Leams bave passed sinoce we stopped, pushe
ing still fapther on in search of gress,

August 2, 1859,

Evor sinoe we loft Rook Spring, we have been travelling

" in what 1s called "Thousand Spring Vulley™ e 2 miles froa owr morning
olmp, %Wo otme to somo allali springs on the loft, and 4 mileg farther
on is tho sink of the wlley. The wuter runs both ways into thig
Placo, the result is there is Rlenty of excellent feed, but the water '
is vory poors last night the ndians got in emonget some bnigrant
oatilo, killed one cow and wounded four olherss The men tave clage
in tho norning, fowmd their wickle=ups, but the Indiang had wmosed,
80 they burned and destroyed everything they oould find, 2 miles -
more &and wu found good wntey by digging in e dry ditoh on the left,

- and then driving 7 miles we camped in as good feod &8 we have found on
the road and very good water too, we have mode only 15 miles today,

: - Nearly 100 teams camped where we did last night, quite

& village in @ppearances we had & hard toilsome drive of something like

16 miles, when we took dimer at 80me.8prings near the wostern end of
Thousand 8pring Valleys Whem driving this forenoon, I had oocasion

" to got into the ¥agon for something or other and whils endeavoring

to do 80, one of the oxen kickod, I ovorbalanced, fell baockward and

had the wagon to run ovoy me which skimmed and bruised me up cunsider=

ablys Eight miles farther we oazped at the head of & canon which

is sald to be the headwaters of the Huaboldt, all oreation was covered

with teams and tents, There ¥as also an encampment of U,§, soldiers om

their return to Canp Floyd, they have been out on the Hmboldt for the

protedtion of the earlier eanigration, '

Two miles or a0 brought us into o DAFTOW rocky canon thro

o whidh & stream flows = there is another road, howover, branching off

some £ivo miles back = that ig travelled aitogether in the time of

hirh wators The road ruming through this canon ig one ngidred per cent
worse than any part of our trip so far, Nugh rooks piled in every oone
ceivable form and shape, 80 that we had to oramp, twist and rock the
wagon nearly ¢o Pleoes, 8o as to get through at all, and 1t oontinues

0o betier for more than g milese After gotting through the canon we

B i Y SO

M




s L o s A

D

i

£ - i Ve Gl s SRtk s A

A

took- dimer, and then drove 8 miles more through a perfoot oloud of
duste Den's tesm throuch the bullhoadednoss of one Dellows belonging
to thelr orowd, drove off and camped by itself about 1} miles behinde

August 5, 1869

A short drive of something like 8 miles, and we stood at
last on the banks of tho far-fumed Humboldt or Ste kary's River, at
this point it is & very pretty mountain strecm, oc0ld end pure = the
grass is really splendid but the dust ie awfully amoying « felloe
deop and rising in a perfeot fog = hard on both man and beaste Ve ¢ook
dirmer about two miles down the rivor and made 8 miles more in the aftere
noon, and than camped near the river with the oxen belly decp in as good

Erass & ever grewe
August 6, 1859,

Roads dustior than evers It appears that the wind makes 1%
a point to blow right in the rear, that we may get the benefit of all
the duste On driving 10 miles, we conoluded to refresh the imer man «
enother mile and wo orossed the north branch of the Fumboldts Took to
the bluffs and travelled up and down hill for 8 miles more and again
camped in good feed as usunl, We have pad considerable disoussion aboub
which side of the river to take, but finally concluded to go 4% on the
north sides

August 7, 1869«

Sundey once more but not a day of rest. Vie have lately

been trying another place in regard to the oattle, We allow them to rest
only half & day at a time, onos about the beginning of the week, and once
near the middle of the weeke They appoar to operate rather better in
this way than any other. Vhen travelling this forenoon, sme of ow

loose oxon, feeling protty good, began to rum and kick up their heels

and those hitohed to my wngon, got socared, and mde a stampode, soashing
the hind end of it, then geed short off and run like the devil for mearly

e mile, Powell shimming it efter them, and putting in his best licks « .
it is astonishing how the cattle have improved .for the last week or so, they
appoar to have mew life altogethor = Ve are ‘#5111 oamped on the river,
and the boys have caught some splendid fishe

August 8, 1859.

Ten miles more through the dust, and we reach a rugged
oanon = through which the travel passes only at certain seasons. Vhen
the wator 1s high, all the teams go over the bluffs, = we took during
the passages The road composed entirely of large oobbleastones was
pretty sevore on the fest of our cattle. Xere I discovered & human skulle

. frah 1%s peouliar conformation I should suppose that it had belonged at

onoe time to same wnfortunate Indiane The canon is six miles long = two
niles on this side and we are again camped in splendid grasse Today 1
tmd;d off my gun, which had met with several misfortunes, for a Colts!
revoivers o :

e - e

Pe——

S i o s e
.




- & -
.

August 9, 1859,

. Four miles brought us to the foot of a bluf'f whore we had
to leave the bottam and take a out=of{ of over 16 miles, up and down
hills of the steepest, stoniost and roughest deworiptions Ten miles _
out we found some muddy eprings but no feed, so we only rested the ocattle -
and then put out 111 we reached the river, and camped a-1ittle below
& sort of trawelling trading=-poste '

August 10,1869,

B1x miles farther and we reached another mailestation where
wo gold some flour at $16 por 100 1be, S5ix niles more and we camped for
the day, and returnod on foot to the place we started from in the morning,
end bought & beef for $40, tried to bring it along but it broke the rope, L
and got into tho drove again where we left it, The man we brought if of g
prouleod to bring it o us in the morninge It was dark before we lets ;R
md-owahe.dtotmwlanthemyhoktﬁornight. I know I was
partioularly tired and hungry,

cm s e s

August 11, 1859,

1aid over this morning on acoount of the becf, found that L T
tho drove contrary to promise had gone down on the other side of the A
rivor, carrying awny both the money and the ox, Started out and over— e
hauled them & few milos below, got hold of the ox again and tried to ;
bring him but he got stulborn on owr hands, Sent to the wagons for two
yoko of oxen and hauled him by the head to the other side of the river, R
hitohed him behind the wagon and drove on, making 12 miles. Camped and o
killod tho oxe A great many Indinns gathering around and had @ glorious ! )
foast on the head and entrails = they cut the tripes wp into pleces about
twelve inches long, strip than with their fingers, roasted and ate them
while the filth runs in steeams down their chins and breastss Ughl By
giving them the hide we ot to witnoss a regular Indfan dance, They - N
don't appear to hawve any {dea whatever of music, |

1

i

Twolve miles brought us to Stony Point, where we took dinrep,
and then struck up through the sage brush and sand six miles farther,
and then left tho main road going down to the river about four miles I
where we canped in excellont feod, the cittle have improved anngingly Ce
evor eince we struck the Humboldt, notwithstanding the irmense amount - by
of alkall that covers the bottoms, worse I believo even than the Platte, .
but we are wvery caroful, watering only at the river and heading our stock
from the sloughs and stagnant pondse Ve sold same of our boef, and are
keeping the olear hams and shoulders in a piecs without any salt, wrapping I
it up tight by day, and hanging 4t up at nighte, 01d Californians say o
that ealt will cause it ¢o 8poil in this olimate. ' -

A“gu.t 18. 1859. -

Kept the botton rond and found 14 exvellent, good trawelling D
1ittle or no dust and good feeds Made 13 miles and took dirmer. Then three P

miles on and we got into the other road « six miles further and we again
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‘more hoavy spnd in the afternoon and apain camped on the river, after

.Salt lakes Tho distance from the oity to this point is estimated at ,

" been travelling with us for somo time, They, together with & large

go0od feed to give the cattle a chanoce to reste -

again left the main road, and trawolled other three miles, and then .
oamped in good foed, olose by some mule teams whioh had just orossed Y
fram the other side and had got everything in their wugons oompletely

soaked = saw sovoral black-tailed hares todays

August 14, 1869, ' ’

¥ore alkanll and moro duste Wherover we find sage=brush and
grease=wood = there we ocan safely reckon on sand and dusts Today we
passed over ten miles of tho hardost and most disagreeable road we have
had for a long times Vie had to oross a largs bend, and when we reached e
the river again we took dimmer and thon orossed anothsr about nine T
miless Camped and turned out the ocattle on the other side of the : i
river =« here we found & human skull and all pronouncdd it to be that |
of & white man, but who can tell how or when he diede : ;

August 16, 1860 5

Bad an awful time last night with mosquitoes, Fary sleep
travolled about 18 miles = roads tolerable = dust light = feed good =
and few mosquitoes to plague ue tonights

Aupust 16, 1869,
Auguat IU, 1859,
Had pretty sandy roads today. Made ten miles by moon = got

driving ebout soven miles = feocl good = some of the boys killed a wild
goose and two black-talled haress Indeavoring to.take a smoke today I
found all my matches had gotten wet~took the objeot glass of a small
telescope and with that and the suns rays effected the purpose = found
an excellent buckekin whip. Drove all day steady on about 10 miles
heavy sand, steep hills, and deep dusts Ve have mot experienced a
worse days drive than this since we starteds The cattle appear more
fegped and tired tham they have for a long time. Feed, however, still
continues goode " B _
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| August 18, 1859, S S
Four months from hame today ~ and one month since we left . - ;

§50 miles, we have made vory good time, rather too much so I believe. Lo
After leavin; ocamp this morhing, we trevelled about two miles and them -
left the river for something like 17 miles. Roads deep, heavy and
stony = other two miles brought us to lossen’s Meadows, making 26
miles in all « feed good, . _

-

This morning we parted oompany with the five teans that hawe o :

drove of cattle and some 30 other teams, are all going in the Honey
lake Routes Ve only ¢ravelled about 12 miles and then laid over inm
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August 20, 1650,

Wi have had another long tedious drive today, campletely
away from the river over a parohod=up, dried up, sunburnt,clayey soil,
we had to leave the road at noon and striks for the river thros miles
digtant, e have passod many a pile of bones that mark the last reste
ing place of the poor unfortunate ox, who in obedience to his master
has 1like him has loft his home in the states, and them beat up, used
up, 8linlied up, here he has dropped and died where he lays We reache
ed the river again at night, and must have made about 22 miles, The
water gets no better faster and faster every day, more muddy and stagnant
like and samehow 4t don't appear to quench thirst at all,

Aﬂgult 21. 1859-

Another Bunday, but we are bound to travels Hore we are 16
miles avny from the river, and many a rifle lays strewed along the road,
the barrel of each bent 1like & reinbow %o prevemt the Indians from uge
ing thems Ve at last reached the rivor, rested threo hours, and struok
across another bend, supposing it ¢o be wbout five or six miles, but alas}
we travelled till after dark and did not find either water or grass. Ve
wnhitohed oonoluding to stay till morning but some of the boys being
ahead, found water about a mile from where we were, We aocordingly went
down and went supporless to beds The greater part of the company oursing
the luok that led us such & wild goose chase in the dark,

- August 22, 1850,

What made us fecl worse then ever this morning was the fuot
that we were camped over night only a mile from first rate feed, Ve,
howover, turned out when we came to it, intending to £0 some six miles
farther where some springs are said to be, and thore out our hay, and

lay in & swply of water for the desert; but-elasl for human oaloulations, .

relying too inmpliocitly on two of the oompany, who hid stopped there in
1862, we missed the springs altogether, and consequently got neither
grass or waters Ve at length arrived at Humboldt lake, where the river
spreads out over a flat sandy, and in.some places marshy bottom and '
forms quite a lake. There are some waterfowl but mot very abundant,

Fo vater to'drink, only lake water, that nearest the shore is not get=
domm-at-all, but by wading in about 100 yards and dipping 4t up 4t don't
taste muoh worse than a decootion of goose dung mixed with salt water,
There 18 no alternative only to swill it dowm, if 4% should gag us. So
here we are without a single spoar of grass, laying on the shore of the
lakse, with nothing to do, but gaxze at the starry hoavens and wish owre
selves anywhere else in all oroation only heres '

A‘!gu.'t 23. 1359.
last night he died§ The boya who Joined Ben's wagon, lost

- one of their oxen, About midnight we hitohed up, and travelled 12

miles bofore breakfast, not being able to got grass any sooner. Ve are
now at the outlet of “he Hmboldt, where it runs through a long marshy
flet to the right, e have becn outting & sort of coarse long=jointed
grass, called cane = broke in this seotions The oattle were so tuckered
out they wouldn't eat a bite., After resting about three hours, howsver,
they pitohed in and did good exeoution, 1Vie have been plunging and
threshing through the marsh in wter, orotoh=deep, cutting and ocuring
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grass for the desert, "Jordon am & hard road ¢to trabble”,
Auzust 24, 1069,

lioved over the outlet of the rivor before breakfust « there o E
is more water here at the outlet than there was at the last orossing Pl
5f the river, Imediately after orogsing we lay over until 3 o'alook 3
Psls Whem wo made a atart to oross the great Amerioan Desert, lea
“ho river to our right where the water ocovers the whole botitom forming
* oomplete marshe Vie oross the rivor for the last tinejabout ten miles
farther on there is comparatively little water and what little there R
is mms away to the left end £inally dieappears altogether in the desert, "
Fow oomes the tug of war, bones and wagor-irons lie in huge pilew to- AR
rethor, Complete corralw apparantly formeds Vhere the cattle have died %
“here they lay and the wezons have consequontly been relinquished, Tothing -
purnable, however, remains now, only the iromworke On and on the soene
is atill the same, only a 1little more so as wo adwvance, and them too the
Iarimcss of the night prevented us fram seeing all its horrors e occasione
*1ly the bleaohed and whitened bones would glisten horribly and ghastly
'n the fitful starlight, rendoring the inky darknoss only more palpable,

-’ one can form eny adequate idea of thm almost fabulous destrustion of
vroperty that has at one time oy another ocourred on the Plains, since
“he first discovery of gold in Californias Every man must see it, bee
fore he will believe it, After driving about fourteen miles we took
"upper, rosted an hour and drove nine niles farther and stopped a 1ittle
“% the Wells on the Desert = here ¥o can obtain water for the cattle
“% 26¢ & head and hay at 123 per 1b, or ¥2460 por ton. Bought a little T
"y and water = by this time it wag past midnight, : i

August 25, 1859,
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I havo often heard of being entirely overpowered by sleep, _
"ut never experienced the sensation until this ocoasion, I would take i
'n1d of the hind end of the wagon and walk along = while in that posi= a
"on I would frequently fall asleep, and fall in the sand, This wus .t
"ho case with several of the company, I notioed Jesse Berkey in partie A
*wlare He was driving looso stock, fell aslesp on his feet, stumbled oo
“nd £ell, and when he gwoke he was all of & hundred yarde ahead of the .
“~ttle, This fecling, howover, only lasted about an hour, The road is |
'Y goncral level and good, although frequently interspersed with heavy
bnde 7 miles from the Vells the road wos tolerably passable and five
*11es pretty hoavy, Lore we find another truding post = hay 6¢ per b,
; bought scae hay = fed 1%, and a quantity of flour and wator to each oxe
-"ve then what water they wvunted from our kogs, and startod on immediate«
!¥ in order to get across five more miles of the henviest sand on the
,'mle routes Ve made the Carson River by 90'Clock A.M, Just two hours
“ter than we ought to have boane I would recormend to everyone who
*1vsses the desert with oattle at loast to start earlier than we did,
_ ;‘"nnuao wo rested but little, travolled a good Jog and found the sand a
"ttle too hot before we got through, Ve otrike the Carson River at
“ttom, but there is mo feod at &1l hore, two miles farther and we
¢.pod, where we oan find a spear of grass once in a while, e hed to
“ it as the cattle were nearly tuokored having trawelled 45 miles e
Yithout intermission, with 1ittle or mo fead for two days before startinge s

+ . :

Bagtomn wsed to be quite a sanwss<towmn in early days, but mow
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44 1s quite mmall, and only boasts of soue two or threchouses. It is
situated on the Caroon River at the point where the Desert Road touches
the river, a protty,pure and refroshing mountain streom and disappears
in tho desorte It is bordored with e goninl bub struggling growth of
young cottomwoods that really Jooks refreshing, after having ones vision
Woramped, oabinod and confined" for wecls to the everlasting greasewood
and equally detested sage=brushe I endeavored to find Ragtown, last
night after dark dbub failed in ths rttempts I wunted to buy some pro=
viglons and had to go in the mornings Flowr S0f, sugar 6O¢, driod apples
50¢ and butter $1.00 per 1b. Ve only 4ravelled 7 miles, today, in order
to give our oattle & good ohance to feed, rest and excroise after thelr
late fatigues ' ‘ ' .

August 27, 1859
I bave been sudly disappointed in regard to the Carson River,

I expooted to find & good road all the vay 4o the Newada Hounteins « ine !

stoad of that we daily encounter as much and as heavy sond as we did on
the desert, the road for miles literally paved with ootblesiones, wind=
ing and twisting up hill and dowm away {rom the river 12 miles at a
strotch as it was today, we only made one drive = had a regular fuss

in tho family in which a1l hands took & parte Our cook threw up his
oomnigsion, we sullenly dispensed with dimer, every man cooked his own
suppers A great deal of jawing ensuede Bcme oonsiderable gas escaped
and everything subsided into a regular order againe - ‘

Followed the river some three miles, and then explored an-

othor desert about 8 milos in width = heavy pulling all the way = rested

about two hours, snd then travelled three or four miles and then campede
Ve find portable trading posts strung regularly all along the roand, ,
ostensibly endeavoring %o buy cattle but quite wwilling to pay anything
for thems Immense numbers of vattle die herc, after having apparently
overcome every diffioulty. They either get their death=wound on the
Funboldt or the dry feed on the Carson proves too strong for them after
previous priwtions, , ) | :

August 29, 18569

Twelve miles east of last night's oanps There is a station
where two ronds divergee Vo took what is called the river road said to .
be 27 miles, Tho other orossed & desert and is sald to be only 20 miless
At the junotion of the roads again, wo find a station, passed it about

three milos and unhitohed in good feeds The wiole country is barren me

the extreme, and the mountains appear as 1f thoy had been literally
burnt, and vomited up by some wvoloanic agency at scme former period of
the earths historye

August 30, 1869
8ix miles driving in tho worning and we landed in Chinatowm

or Cold Canon s it is coamonly called, great preparations are here
waking for extensive mining operations in the fall, making ditohes and

construoting reservoirs for leading the water of the Carson River into
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the mouth of the Canon. Tere I 80ld ono ox for $30, and Ben sold
one that hnd got lame for §27. The Chinese here show much of theiy
notive charnotoristios espoolally in dresss You oan distinguish them
by their steople orovmod, unbrella=ghaped hats as far as you ocan gee .'
thane I had the satisfaotion of seeing about two ownces of pure gold, g
It looke nico and would do pretty woll if I only had enough of it ;
A nine mile desert in the afternoons One of Ben's oxen went dead and o
wo have turned out for the night two miles or 80 from Carson City, ——— - _ (.
situated where the old California Treil used to strike up into the :
Newvada Hountaing,

August 51, 1859,

Loaving Carson City to the richt we took a outw=off aoross
the sand for eirht milese Sinoe that we hawe beon skirting the Novada
- mountains covored with Pino and Cedar. ¥We have passed several rancheg
"-L_/-" and altogother the valley looksmors 1ike living than anything we have
, ~ 8oen lately, ¥e have now pot rid of sage=brush and grease-wood and are
regaling ourselves with sparkling mountain streams and foe-o0old springs
instead of the 8alt, hot and alkald onos of former timese We came %o
& halt about two miles below a mall town called Gencas Ben ig engaged
in outting down his heavy wagon, making 1t more portable for orossing
the mountaing,

v -
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. September 1, 1860,

Bt LT U SR
- - 5 -,

Threo miles brought us to Genoa, quite a neat 1ittle village, .
snuzly enscounced in a mook in the wlley olose to the mountains, whioh _ "
riso nearly perpendioular, oampletely coverod with tall pine and oedar, 34
the tall, trim, spiral topped trees, with thelr bright ever green folie T

age, look Quite  ornamental, end add & nameless indefinable charm to
the whole scene, whioh in my humble opinion renders it one of the coslest §
1ittle retreats I ever rentmber seeinge Vallace Familton here mold his £
o oxen for $50, one of them being sick, Cotting abead of our teams, I . 3 A%

Y- steppod into & bar roam to wmit ti11 they ocame up, I aooidentally saw
s * _ in e California paper, which I ploked \p, that Mr, Edwards, Editor and -
Proprietor of the “armpo - Visitor, had been drowmed in the lows River,
wiile bnthing on the 25th of July laste

September 2, 1869,

Nine miles farther on, and we are at the head of the walley « .

taken as & whole I am much pleased with ite It is about 30 miles long, k-
and about 15 at the widest part and from appearnnces much more productive
than Balt lake Valley, though far inforior in size. Thore is a telegraph ?
line established end in running order olear from Carson City to San .
Franoisco, and ¢his s only a beginning, Kot many years will elapse < e

% until the telegraphio wire spans the entire oontinent, The Telegraph P

© Tirst and thon tho Railroad = 4t is only & question of time, whioch the :

wkaovn future will assuredly deoide in favor of an omward progression ET
as irrosistiblo as it 4s important, We had to pass through a canm P
3even niles long and as rough as oan well be dmgined, Pity some entere o
prieing individunl couldn't find s suitable grade and make a passable P~
road, winding round emong the mountains, such an end acoomplished would ! .

seoure a fortune to the luoky "hombre”, as well as the heartfelt thanks

.
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of the travolling pudblio, Nore we are in Iope Valley, emll but
ploasant, swrounded as usual with tall pino and codar, tho wind -
swecping vith & mownful cadcnoe through the lofty bnnolhu, sweet,

plaintive and yet soothing,

f

” , !
Soptauber 8, 1059 "]

. Cold as Grecnland =~ enow on the mowntains all eround and
1% on evorjthing this mornings Thom up hill and avay, stesp and rugged,
and we at last gain the first sunadt of the Nowda Ucuntaing, and down
to thé side more rusred than evers Iere Billy oreatod some emusement
by olimbing & hizh rook and delivering a lecture to anothor notod for
lds swoaring proponsitios, Giving hin & 000l and animated advioe, and
oonoluded by drawing e contrast botweon hig plous parénts praying
- earnostly for his wolfuro, and himuelf aoting the de=d fool all the time,
All tho boys burst into a lauch and down he came from his rostru, ape
parontly greatly shocked at thu lovity of his hearers and a fuce as
~ long s & ohum, Ve are now in Lale Valloy, having conoluded to rest. -
- the balanco of the day, , ' B

o ' September &, 1860, .

Iast nicht we bad to leave the main read about 2 niles, and
cot vory good feed by lettiing tho cattle ses & vory low fenco, by some
means or other they got over, and after that we couldn't keep tham out,
In the morning we oeme back to the road end commenced scaling a steep
grade 2 foot to the rod, this lasted for 3 miles, I am told there
are 26 mlles of praded road betweon this and Placervillc, oonstruoted

. 8% & oost of §76,000e The road was pretty rough, oonsequently we didn*s ]

" make more than ten miles or so in all,
. Boptm'bor 5' 1859.

What & road we passod over for threo milos this morning, over

“und be’weon rocks, from tho size of a shoop, to that of a church, and
Yot over such roads what an amownt of freighting is donc, with stout
teams and strong wagons. Ve sometineg ‘cee ag nany &s eight or nine

* spans of horses or mulos hitohed to one ¥agon and then something bas to -

oomo 0 breuke Tho balanoe of the day's drive was mostly a down hild

grade, sbout 1} feet to tho rods A vory good road for mowntain trawel =. . -

day's drive 18 milos or so, )
‘ Septanber 6, 18569

All of our oxon ot polsoned with some kind of weed last '
nights Each one wus sooured like thundere A greon slimy gtuff pumm
from then all day 1ike water, Rendering them protty weak before night,
Ve have turned them dowvn on the river ebout two miles from camp, This
.48 thoe south fork of the Amorican Rivers The pines grow tall and gracee
ful, some that are blown dowva asaswring about 300 foot, Rodwood, cak
end oedar are awlso frooly intereporssd all -along the mountains, Dow I

- . would 1iko o ohop emong these glorious old pines, just to feel the axe

g e
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Soptomber 7, 1859,

. Yient down {n the morning for the cattle = one of nine
go wonk ho ocouldn't mavigato, BScnt for somo whiskoy e poured &

pint into hin, gavo him somo moal &nd brought him alonge That with 2

his woakmoss end the whiskey ho eoted as if ho really folt two or O

‘¢hroo shooss in tho winde Cumo only soven milos = passod tho bridge A

on the South Forke Brockliss Bridge, I bolieve, fare §1+00 = heavy o B el

© g1’ - gredo up from the rivor, compeds Camping plaoo, called Fish Pond at 3y oy
.-+ <the foot of Junotion Xill, vory long and steops Iay B3 por 1be ‘ o

: MoKenzie left us &t Brookliss Bridge and went %o work on 8ilver Creek,

somewhere in that vieinitye. -

Septomber 8, 1869

Powell and Boze took thelr hudjits this morning and started
o out to iumt work, the 111l we had to woule wus protiy steep = 1% miles
e long = hard on tho oattlo, espoolally mine os I hnd only one yoke able .
. %o worke About noon wo roached & ssvmill and found our 4wo boys had
got work ot $35 por month. They are at a plaocs oalled Sportmman Hall = PR

11 milop east of Placerville. Te ntaid hore all day e found somo feed t.

for our oxen = four of thom are protty siok « in fact they are all wable i

to work, and shouldn't but still we jog alonge :

Septamber §, 1859, s

Started for Placerville = stopped at o sawnlll to ses them i
worke The teams woent past and got & mile ahead, triod to overtake them e f

could sec nothing of thm = got to Ploosrville or Inngtomm = found two

of the other boys = bought as many peaches as we oould eat = wgited

¢111 sundovn, still 20 temage Vient back about & mile, £:und from des=
oription that our teams had passed about 2 otolocke 8truck out in pure
sult on the Colama Rond = lost it and took tho trailes lade n bee line :
aoross tho ocountry end pot to Cold Springs aboub 11 oYolock and there |
" found our toonse Tho whole country is dug, vmshed, tore and heaved up q
o S in every oconoeivable shape and forme “Plaocerville is quite a thriving 1,
- _ place and numbers eboubt 8000 inhabitantse Cold Springs is a small dile 1
epidated mining town plontifully eprinkled with Chinese and I ghould -

think oonsists of some 200 or 300 inhabitants, : i -

Septembor 10, 1859

Four miles farther and we oall a halt for o short time in * g
Coloma, where gold wms first discoverod in California, “this is a neat 3
and thriving wvillage but has evidontly seon 1ts palniest days. This »

{s she seoond dny of the County Fuir, being the first effort of the
¥ind, Abundance of fruit om oxhibition, poaches 17 ozs in weight, :
applos 25 oze, pluns 6 1bs. in one cluster, grapos ditto = and everye Y
thing eloe in proportion, not evon bables excaeptode After feeding and
3 . looking at the ouricsities, we again started out, passing Uniontown, -

r whero thore is & toll bridge moross the South Fork « fare §12,8. Iere 1
Eay made the first strike for work, and found employment for himself, -
Farper and me at §3,00 per days - :
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Soptanber 11, 1060

We had pot about four miles ahoad when Koy ovortook us -
last night. Te immediately camped and made errangements for Teturning,
I s0ld or rather gave ewny ono yoke of oxon for 40, in ordor to pay
Ben sane money I had borrowed. Took the back troock - bought same proe

viclons, pitchod our tont uncer &n oak-troe, and fixed wp things (n

goneral for rogular work in & ri

ver olaim, and now &s my rembles

for a time onded,
I should oonolude to

I rotire with

& bow unti

1 I sgaln start out,

are
Unless

ot down & fow of my experiences and observationg -
in California = This gam .

of Promise,

John Mo To Gibaonm
aliag o
Jolm Blwmt
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__ Terming Kides

The bost genornl mothod to bo f91lowed for the tenring of came
mon pelts of any kind with 4he fur on 16 the followings affer having
cut of{ the uscless parts ard eoftensd the ekin by sonking, renove the
fetty mattor from the inside and poal: the skin in warm vater for one .
houre Yext mix equal purts of borax, saltpoter and glanbor salts, in
tho proportion of ebout hnif an ounce of each for cach tkin, with
sufficicent sater to make a thin puetes Oproad this with e brush over
tho incide of each skin, epplying more on the thicker than on the
thinnor parts, doudle the skin together, flesh inside and place it in a
0001 place, After standing twenty-four hours wash the skin olean .

and apply in the snme mamner as before, a mixture of one once of sal
© 80da, half an ounoce of borux and two ounoces of herd white soep = and

nelt slowly togother without allowing the ingrodients to boil, fold
Logetlicr again and put wway in a werm pleoe for tronty-four hourae
After tlis dlssolve four ouncos of nlun, oicht ounces of gnlt and

- two ouncos of ealorntus, in suffiolont hot roir=tater to saturate

the skin, when ocol enough not to goald tho hande, wring out end

" hang up to drys Vhon dry repcat this souking end drying f,m““ ) — ~-_

two or three timos wuntil the skin 1a sufficiontly soft,

stly
suooth the inside with l‘ino_ sandpaper and puai

o¢ stone,
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