o aeh verspraahen hatte, ‘einen :knrzen frie:r zu aehreiban. _ ‘ﬁir sind sl’ie

RS G, TR G e e TR e

Im Gity, ¥er. 3.2 1859,

}aiabe mtzem 'ema aescmri.sterz v .
@a ieh ,;etst geraﬁa sﬂeleganheit haba so :nelme 1oh aie rnhr m aueh rie‘

ok gﬂttlﬁb mch geannﬁ a:.nﬁ *i‘risch auf 4:11- s’lnd henta ﬁnrge_n i le Ehr hier :

4:1 Im Bity anga}:amen, .ﬁnd haben uns ﬂen ganzen ?ag ﬂnmit heschﬁﬁiget

) iaa‘ban hesehlosaen niehb fmit Oehsen, sandern mit ?ferden zu gehen- ~Auf
nnsere ganzan Reise bis hier,: haben wir ﬁbaral,l sehr viele getrofren
e ﬁi& xmch Gali‘farnisn wolltan- aber alla gingan mit 3’151‘“5" AunRare

were natbwenﬁigaten sashen einzakaufen. mmere aeisegesellsehatt S0 -,
:rie anch :aakerfa ha‘ban ans heute - ein ?aar ?rerde gakaart ﬂezm wir :

FHOS, G S 1 T

St cseaellsahaft hahsn fur vain :Paar wnndersehnne ‘&mkls 15 $160 gegeben, o

el @&me ﬂesah&ar- rir xriagan morgenrrﬁh ain nﬂnea &aechi&r :rur @ Baker*s

M ﬁesallﬁehaft hahe"n won nnsarn Zwirth sinen Baut-achen, .ain ?aar Eferde ‘

gekau:rt fur glﬁa mit {;eschier. Wir denken, wir werﬂan mit 5 mier 6

: 'f-:h.ﬂ"w‘_?farﬂen xertig. 2 Ihr rer&et anch wohl gerne e‘bwas vnn marer aeiae o

j"ifrihﬁz-an wal';i.en... J)en eraten Mg, mahﬁem arir amn ﬁir Abaehieﬁ genomen

I?;}z;attan, kamn am— nicht sehr welf, denn e mna war _sehr- sehlscht.

T relbe ich nieht genan mehr weisa, wie. mit wir ;}eﬁen iwnrd emittari} : i

S .kamen, 50 1111 ich nur die klainan Dbrfer anfzeiuhnpn, ﬁnreh meleh&

. wir. durchkamen' &as erste kle.’me Oerischen war ”Beln:ran, deas zweite :

war East Tray and dsnn nicht weit daven west ?rcy, ﬂann ksmen wir o

. ﬁnrch Beleit einen thﬂn z;.emlieh anseheliehen St’ﬁﬁtahen* von da

:‘a,kantexs wir mch Rnskferd won ds nacsh ;aunt “ﬁnrrﬁ.a- 1:1 aen n!ahaten P

ﬁsrfchen !elagevﬁla kaman wir Abands an, nnﬁ ﬁ’B es ﬂ”eﬂ ﬂﬁhﬁtﬁn '

L

* {word omitted) sehw stnrmiaah war und sclmeite, Dlieben wir s bis ©
‘ Mittag aha ﬂz- waitsr :fuhreen* vnn a8 kamn wir nach Alhan;y Rl X
2 7 mga 13311@1' ' .,.ier mﬁsstﬂn w:.r ﬁber ﬁan E'Eisaissip"gi :fshren und w&mn_ e
m,m im st;gte 3;m ims aimiga M ﬁaa wir m imra aaha:n, 18t
«mﬁtun. Hiah Q:Inge, —mchﬁam a‘ir ﬂiﬁh nnﬁ %ehmidt warlsssan hattan“‘.f_.




narcn..l.z,ﬁ-}.EDU-, rwecnselnerg A

imgan 5113 ;rairien schon ,an. , ﬁie rrai‘ra.an éaahau mr and xarl sahr

: _ﬂant gafallan* und werm 1eh eine ?am haben mnt ieh a:nl‘lt zim
yrairianfﬁ‘am habgn, geha éu nur mahl so teit heraus :mé ’beaah& die ;
; ';:'~ :»?_rairian. sia mrden ﬂir gewiss aach ge!allen' ias ,Prairie-:‘.and sell :
: ,mmh vial be,sser aein als ﬂas anchland, wie die fmnkeea sagten- ; '_ :
air haben :aueh -&n mehrez'en stellan Draht-mnzen gesehen. Yon hier SR
: ;< his msh mlwankae mm&n &is Lsutn hﬁ.er 2*}0 ﬁailal‘i nngerahr. Dle
: Laute haben uns meistens ﬁavnn abgerathen 119'31‘1 Independsnee = gehen-.
wir wiasen aber selbet naeh nicht wo wir mngahan, ?3-31101511* gahen ‘
wir dber St. Joseph aﬂer Counecil Bluffs. - Yon Helageville an haben
"._'?'_;A‘;‘ ;r,tz- 1;; %imn ﬁirt&hans mehr gasehlafen,l hie 'in Tiyton, im Mmﬁem
zyir hahan bai ﬁen Famern logir‘f-' *ha‘ben ﬁng&m ?alﬁbetten harein 39' :
'-'j...-'.-};a}.t and auf ﬁer Erﬁe gesemnfan.hj_ ‘Karl kann sich Wh!’ Sﬂt ﬁarein
'”:'E"‘-r'?..vschieken; #erste‘ht sieh 10):1 auah. : Srshnff bsi ﬁar andernn COm;aany

,_-_;-aoll uns wohl gut mit ﬁam Essen znraeht helfen- aéenn ar ist E Jahr an:f _
_"fﬁ.‘:iaiﬁam Schiff Kach gevesan. : ’Ich muss jetat aehliassan, ﬁsnn ’as 13‘1; f
sahan ziamlieh sz:ﬁt anﬁ 19!1 Zbin mﬁﬁe, _ﬁia ’1,eute Jmmmeﬂ }efzt herauf =
; .;.A'-‘_;?;'nnﬂ wollﬁn Zu Bett gaftmn, ’nnﬁ mh kann *.niﬁht waiter anhrei‘bsn. ‘.:.-'.’-I:chh' _
-7 ": mzhicke auch einen hetzlichan Grnae ‘&n Eﬁch nd an alle Eaachwiater von 5
2 ’_;Eurem sehn und Beoder sy o2 S e
: : _ ‘ ;:_p,- W?_chselbérg‘.
> A&dressaﬁ to: e | £
‘ﬂr I ret. wech:salberg '

. Take Centre near
. 5 ¥Milwepkee, Wis.




Iowa City, Mar. 12, 1850

Dear parents, brothers, and sisters,

Because I just now have the chance, I'm taking the time to write
You a short letter as 1 promised. We are all still, thank God,
healthy and well off. We arrived here in Iowa City this morning
at 10 o'clock and have occupied ourselves the whole day with
buying the necessary items. Our travel pafty , as well as
Beker's, bought us a pair of horses today; for we have decided to
go with horses, not with oxen., On the whole trip to here, we have
met people everywhere who wanted to go to California, and all

had horses! Our Fgrfyj paid 160 dollars for a pair of beautiful
dark ones, without harness. Early tomorrow we are getting a new
harness for 18 dollars. Baker's Far+y_ bought a pair of horses
with harness from our innkeeper, a German, for 165 dollars.,

We think we will be ready with 5 or 6 horses., You will certainly
want to hear something about our Journey. On the first day after
we had said farewell to you, we did not get very far because the
road was bad., Because I don't know anymore exactly how far

we traveled each day, 1 will only mention the small villages
through which we came. The first little place was Delavan, the
second was East Troy, and then not far from there, West Troy,
Then we came through Beloit, already & rather imposing 1little
city. From there we came to Rockford and then to Mount Morris,
We arrived in the next little village of Melageville in the
evening, and because it was very stormy and snowing the next

day, we stayed there until noon before continuing, From there

we came to Albany on the Mississippi. Here we had to cross
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the Mississippi and were then in the state of Iowa. The only
village we saw in lowa was Tipton., Not long after we had left
you and Schmidt, the prairies began, Karl and I liked the
prairies and if I wanted to have a farm, I would want a prairie
farm. You should go out once that far and take a look at the
prairies. The prairie land is supposed to be much better even than
the bush country, as the Yankee said. We also saw wire fences

in several places. From here to Milwaukee, say the people here,
is about 240 miles, Most of the people have advised us against
going to Independence. We don't know ourselves yet where we

are going, perhaps we'll go by way of St. Joseph or Council
Bluffs. From Melageville on we no longer slept in small inns,
except in Tipton, Iowa. Instead we lodged with farmers. We
brought our bedrolls inside and slept on the ground. Karl doesn't
mind this at all; I don't either of course. Schaff from the other
party is supposed to help us with food because he was a cook on

@ ship for 6 years, I must close now bécause it is already
pretty late and I am tired. The people are coming up now and
want to go to bed and I cannot write anymore. I send you and

21l my_ brothers end sisters a hearty greeting from your son and
brother

P. Wechselberg

Addressed to:

Mr, J. Pet. Wechselberg
Lake Center near
Milwaukee, Wis.
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I.ieba Eltern und Gaschwistert

Eure 1ieben Briefe vom 1sapril haben wir glﬁckliah erhalten, und es
i’rsn‘h nnﬁ eehr, dass Ihr noch alle recht monter. nnd geaund ﬁii. wir
sind getst :mch An ‘unserer altan Wohnung, und gedenken morgen von
&113:: mgzuziehan. ; Bie Nyferﬁe “¥oR Bigalow and - anch die zwei neue
Saiximmeln ainﬁ auf ﬂer ganzen Reise immer fetter gewnrﬁen' wir haben
nnch keine ?ferﬁe gesehe,n, die besser im Stande sind, wie die ‘nnseren;
%as aine Pferd vom Sigalow iat hiar hundert 1}04.131’ werth; das andere
H.st 2uth ein gut ﬁer& aber es hat einen schlechten "&’incl ich ‘ain
:rrnh dass wir ‘ihm 10@ bnl.lar fﬁr die P:'.’erds gege‘nen haben. : ] Die

mi Schimmelz; sind ain paar ausgezeichnet gute “Pferﬂe- kosten viel,‘ s
esind aber?v-iel warth, : !iz' haben hier noch 2 Pfex-de mehr gekauft, ‘
48;uaan mexieanisahen, wsisaen Panny i‘ﬁr 50 Dallars, -welcher-die .

Reiae vnn itexicn ’ais hierhm gemacsht hat; und aaﬁn noch andar gut
’?fard ﬁir ?D Bﬁllars ;'gnte Pferde haben hier einen guten ?reis.

ﬁir ﬂanken mit ﬁen Sachsen haben wir genug. - ;Bie‘andere .Ccmpagny :
ha‘ben auch 6.  Wir hahen b18jfe ]l ansser dem $1ocknsn . Erad, wEs

wir haben e 250 Speak, 50 Zacker, 25 Kaffee, e ‘Thee und noch
sonstige klainigke:.ten. : w1r haben 4 .‘Dallars Tr 100 Mehl gnben ‘
mﬁasan, a.&t aber Jetst viel theuerer, es xostet jetst 6 }aollars

hart Brod kestet 11 Dcllara, und hahen desswegen keines gﬁkauft

g:as ger‘ﬁuﬂhert s;:eek mm schinken hat mns 7-ot. gakoat«et Du .
€ zz-a_gsjt, ob nnsere Wagen nicht zu schwer wﬁren-' Ja, die sind do-ch. 5
s schwer. “Die andeTe Gesellschafrt hat ihren vertauseht gegen Sh sk
einen 1eichteren, smﬂ ha’oen 10 Dollars heraua ‘missen geben~

3 <_ »nnssardam haben ais nnnh aeinen anﬂeren 1aiehtan gekauft fir 50

%allars. o Iir haban an:seran Grossan vsrkauft PHr 65 ﬂallars, 4




-

a:lmn Iﬁr §{3— ‘and &sr m&arﬁn rﬁr
;960 ‘ﬂer 1eiehtaste Tﬁr 50 :dollara 151: nngefﬁhr 80 achwar, wie ﬁer

ﬁn‘nﬂ" haben mi la.ichtsn gakaaft,

w&ﬂﬂer k}.einer #agen, w‘ir denken ?or 3eaan ’nagen miv"'r

erﬂe za

s_paman und ﬁie andere mi m miten. s iir haben ntmh 20 :Busehel
;-;fkorn, ﬁada ﬁaaallschaft. '_7

V»Eaa walaehkar;u %xostst ;iatst 2 1/’2 ;

}Bollars ﬂen ;anehel 7__'w:!.r J:xahen a%m:- nn;r 1?5 43_4; gagabem :‘; Es gehen
» :aehr vlele vnn hier wieﬁer mrﬁck, meil si.e kein E‘u‘ttar k:riagen w

ktmnten, ader nptemgs =0 viel :fn;r @ss ?at‘er "geban mnssten, dass _
*s.ie 3&%31: kein Gelﬁ mehr h&t‘ten, aie ve:-kaufen ﬂann hiﬂr 1}11'3 ganze i',
%sahiehte, *machan vielleiah‘b stwas ’?ra:rit nnﬁ gehen ﬂann wiader - 3

; _mrﬁek. xﬁir Eaban nns ;ﬁieserﬂmim ?ﬁn gine Gesellacha:ft angesc assen)

welehe von eiﬁem mam:e, ﬁ:,uamens tﬂnhlaa ,geﬁihrt xird,. @eraelbe

hat mrigea ﬁahr *aie *Raisa van niaier na;n"” i‘ialifnrmen gemacht E

,:hat wm hier;ﬁia Reisewﬂmit :P,ferﬂen tmé. a...»nem schweran %fagen .—n 65
S @agfm gsmaeht ﬁxa %nrn; gehﬁn g,ia wﬁrﬁlm&e ﬁ:mte ;auf ﬁﬁr &

5 aaa «dumhsehﬁittliﬁh sahz- gut wﬁ:e, mmu’i ﬁass Mr ﬁen ‘sehleahteaten
:eheil .ﬁ"er Read mh:m gemasirt hatten. 3&!- thliag 13-;- mch ,sahr o

mu-ﬁck, ﬁas Gras fangt 1etst zieml ah an- zu waéhsen. im fragst w.te
‘es mit nnaersem Geld gzinys* ‘es. knstet viel Ge‘lﬂ nach Ga‘* ifnmien
zu gehan. ﬁir mmaaT na’bezz .u.ech ausammen 150 3393.1‘&1'3, ,wir brauehen
getst :aieh‘hs mhr auszugehen¢___ Iz.r hahan 33{:513 ﬂagen, Pferd s
;,ahensmittel tmzi ?utter allea gemgg, imd ﬂsss ist &en mﬂar&n 5
z”lemlich bia au:f ﬂen 1&‘%31&311 Pi'enning gegangen* :Bigalw ha“t 1mmer

ffﬁr 2 ’bezahlen 'anﬁssen, fﬁr s:wh mma einen t:an seinen Sahwagema .

B:Le andern Gasallschaft hat mach aﬂzmt ‘kein Ge‘ld *ﬁahr, bltas Baker
ﬁm‘* :mﬁh m, Karl f,hat einen aehr sahlimn, samr*;;« 5%
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m,ger gehabt* eine alte mglanﬂerin ;%mt um mmer salbe ﬂraur
,gethan, and der ﬁnger is‘l: matst wieder am zxxheilen.

In rler Hﬂf:fnllng, ﬁasa wir mzs g;ﬁcklich wiedersehen bin 1¢h Euer
geﬂ:reuer Snlm mzd Bruder

RSl I’eter ’h‘echsel‘osrg.

.

Einen hsrzlichen Grnss von Kerl

an euﬂh alle ar kann selbst noch
nicht schraiben.

Aﬁd*easea t!;o- ‘ Y

alr. Joh. Pet, Weahgalberg
Milwaukee

ﬂiscansin




Council Bluffs, May 5, 1850

Dear parents, brothers, and sisters,

We have received your kind letters from April 1 and we are very
happy to hear that you are all happy and healthy., We are still

in our old dwelling and are planning to move out of it tomorrow
morning. Bigalow's horses and also the 2 new greys got fatter

and fatter during the trip. We have yet to see horses that are in
better condition than ours. The one horse of Bigalow's is worth

a hundred dollars here. The other is a good horse, too, but it
gets winded too easily, I am glad we gave him 100 dollars for the
horses., The two greys are an excellent pair of good horses, They
cost a lot, but are also worth a lot., Here we've bought two

more horses, a white Mexican pohy, which managed the trip from
Mexico to here, for 50 dollars; and then still another good

horse for 70 dollars. Good horses here command a good price.

We think we have enough with these six. The other party also has
six., We have 618 pounds of flour in addition to the dry bread

we have, and 250 pounds bacon, 50 péunds sugar, 25 pounds coffee,

4 pounds tea and & few other odds and ends. We had to pay

4 dollars for 100 pounds of flour, but it is already more expensive.,

It now costs 6 dollars. Hard bread costs 11 dollars, and for
that reason, we didn't buy any. The sﬁoked bacon and ham cost
us 7 cents, You asked me if our wagons weren't too heavy. Yes,
they are indeed too heavy., The other party traded theirs for

& lighter one end hed to pay out 10 dollars more. 1In addition,
they bought another light one for 50 dollars, We sold our big
one for 65 dollars and bought two light ones--one for 50 and

the other for 60, The lightest one for 50 dollars is approximately
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as heavy as the other small wagon. We are planning to hitch 2
horses to each wagon and to ride the other 2. 1n addition,
we have 20 bushels of grain for each party. Welsh corn costs
2 1/2 dollars a bushel now; we paid only 45 cents. Many here are
turning back because they can't get any feed, or because they had to
pay so much for feed on the way that they don't ha#e any more
money. They sell their whole outfit here, maybe make a little
profit, and then go back. We joined a party this week which is
led by a men named Noble. He made the trip to California last
year, Irom here it took him 65 days to make the trip with horses
and a heavy wagon. (torn) take the northern route along the
north side of the Platte River., This man says that the road,
for the most part, was in good condition, and that we already
had the worst part of the road behind us., Spring is still behind,
The grass is beginning to grow fairly well. You ask how it's
going with our'money. It costs a lot of money to go to California.,
Together we still have 150 dollars. We don't need to spend any
more. We now have wagons, horses, groceries, and feed enough,
and that cost most of the others almost their last penny.
Bigalow always had to pay for 2, for himself and one of his
brothers-in-law. The other party doesn't have any more money
either, except for Baker. Karl had a very bad, severe (illegible)
finger. An old Fnglish woman kept putting salve on it, and
the finger is healing again.,

In the hope that we will all meet again happily, your
faithful son and brother,

Peter Wechselberg

A hearty greeting from Karl to all of yous he can't write for

himself yet,
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Addressed to:
Mr, Joh. Pet., Wechselberg

Milwaukee
Wisconsin
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b e = , Bl i;-'g#rf :mnla‘mie,":ng .};"-31§ 721.5559.[;:;"’?9: =
»,-l"_:.fx.iebe xltern tmd G&aehwistarl P ,- - | -
na ich jetst wieder Gelegenhea.t habe 80 argre;fe 1eh ﬁieselbe Eueh
;ainen icu-rzan Brief zu schreihan. 2 ﬂir 8ind jetst 111 Fcrt Laramie :
500 Meilen von Councill Bluffe. Unseve Reise 18t bis hierhin
ziemlieh gnt vnn Statten gegangan, wir nahren gswﬁhnlieh vsn 20-30
f=i‘xe11an den Tag; nnsere Pi‘arde s1ind noch alle in. guten zastanﬁe und -
" k¥nnen &8 sehr ,,gut-auaha;ltsn. W:Lr heban ﬁber ainiga achlimma Strﬁm
_ zu setzen gehébt der. ei-ste, der Elkhsrn-River 151: ungerahr 8D
:  ; -breit wie der. lﬁ.lwankee-ﬂiver und ziemlich tief. zs ist wohl ein
_' :":Bont da um die Wagen ﬁberzurahran, 28 koatet aber 21/4 ‘fhaler pr.
j"i«'ma,gan und zweri Pfarﬁe wir ha'ban s das Gald nber selber verdient.
‘;“wir haben nﬂmlich érei groaee Baﬁmstﬁme aasgefi%hlt und ﬂie 80
aneinander bereatiget ﬁass ‘einer in die lﬁtta und die andaren owel
an die 531%911 kaman bis ﬁbend waren wir damit :fertig rmd gingen
) : dann ans E’barrahren' &ie ﬁsgen wurden sa au,fa Boot - gefahran, -dass
;ﬁam “Rﬁﬁar m die zwei &uawandige B’éﬁte kamen* ‘bis on denn Hnrgan 9
: Ehr waren '5:11‘57!:}: Wagen glieklich unﬁ sieher ﬁbargarahren. Der -
2 -.andem Flusa war die Loup Fork, ungef§hr 3/"»L l&eile breit a‘ber nieht .
‘;-;-*s:ehr tie:f B0 dass man ﬂadnreh kann fahren, dieaer Fluss hat einen
- .sehr stsrken Lauf, so éass es sehr herte Arheit 1st dadurch Zu gehen,
"ar hat ein&n sandigan Baden and bleibt ‘man an einer Stelle 8tehen
"‘ji_-'i.,.se sinlct lengsam himin ‘bie zu einer hestimtan !iefe mit einen wagen' = A
. Adarf man keineswages €inhalten; es s1ind aber zwei Sandbanka 1n der : :
-~'*mtte des Flusaes, ‘w0 man ainhalten kszm, bia auf diese Sandhank _r :
| ..-;-werden die Eagan mit zwei Pferden gafahren da wurde ein 100 Fuss =Y
e .J.anges Beil am Baum berestigat and an dag Ende ﬁesaelhen naeh mi
: 'l:";,i‘P:farde gespennt, und denn masaten noeh einige wzm an ass Eail e
"jjrassan und halten es grade; deh bin guch einmahl mit dran gewesen, |

'—___——__.___
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ﬁas !aasar geht‘mir &n ﬂer tiersten Stella his an aan,xﬁib unﬂ

renn mn sieh nicht sahr fest su:r ﬂan ?Beinan hxlt ao t-eiaat einem '
defr ‘Strom um. Die Jsandreise :Ls’t sahr 1ntz-easant ﬂ.r sind mehrera :
!yé.ndert xeilan an eﬂan Ufern des ,Qlattaa Rivara hinam‘.‘ gafahran, AT
ﬁieser mnss ,131: S E 1/# E&ile Breit; ‘aber auch n:lcht tief, et Lanf .
4 131: sehr atarkw. ; An hei&en Saitan des i‘lmzsas iat eim graase Ebens

7 ”':\ .f.
.;f ‘won ,1/2 = 5 Heilen hreit ﬂann kammen lauter Sandhugel. : Wir haben
e
7

- g ﬁea*ﬁan va:a ;Barfel n::d:‘ ﬂiesen sandhﬁgeln gesehen, and anch mehrere

e
k]

: geschpssen, enf &ar Bﬁrfeléaéa muas man *vor Allan gin: ;gutes Prerd .
L) ‘heben’ ﬂemz znweilan varfalgen einaza &1e Bﬁffal, wenn. sie vemndat b P 7‘
= _—-?if;;arerden. i E:lnan vm Bigalnw!a Sehwagern nnﬁ 1eh #ind auf eiazan Tag suf
-é_ﬂie ‘:‘Bﬁ:rfeljagd gewesan ha’oan anch eimn ge&c}mssen, ein ﬂreijzhriges
Rind,and war 80 gruss. als zu Kause eine grosse Kah wir nshmen ain
f"?i'_;.?.ff'jﬁinuerfiartal mish ﬂann wir konntan niaht m‘hr tragen. - ‘ﬁia Bﬁffal
: ','s\-ainﬂ gew’ﬁhnl’ich grﬁsaar, ala 1n Iiaennsin dss ‘ﬂ.eh sie hahem ein e
A ,tnrah%bssraa Auasehen und laufen ungefﬁhr sn whnell wie ein sehr
wilderfécchae ﬁas Fieisﬁh derselhen fachmeﬁkt .aehr gut wexm o8 nieht 4
Bl & zﬂ'he 1st. 5 Fart Laramie 15% aine m-t ﬁrenzfestnng ,gagen aie A 5
In&&aner, 28 hat nngei’ﬁhr 150 Hamz Besatzu_ng 28 48t ein Etsre da.
:{éﬁa ha‘hte air. Yers;;ruehan &@ine ﬂ‘agebu&h zu iﬁhren ich habe auch den
/ grﬁssten Theil gehalten, ich habe . =s aber nicht gang vollsté‘nd;g. 7 '
: Ich hafi’e, 1h:e rerﬁet wohl noch. alle recht gesuml seim WaB mcht
E:mst gulina, Raﬂnl;rh i{artha, Iﬂxdwig tmd wéia 1st .Ernst jetst
Eeistar suf ﬁer Farm, hﬁlt ok of saina Sschen auch gu‘h in Ordnu:ag.
3!1 kannst wialleicht si::hnn 3etst nach ﬂalirarnien schmihen, wenn
i«eh dann dahin kome kann ieh den Brief ;]a aur der Post- mfiee hclen-
erknndsge dich mahl bein Burdick. Einan herzlichen Gr:zss van Karl
mﬂ mir &n aneh und’ Freund Sahmmt. . LA LT el sty

: Ege_r ge.';rauer Sohn xmd -sruaér '
- Pater Wechselberg




htsshunige ,nuimn "aehlec h‘-tan
Brief, dann ich sitse im !ggﬁn

and habe ﬁas&apier ani‘ Aen
sehoossa .

J'ah. “Peter Henhsal‘b‘erg
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Fort Laramie, -Mareh 31, 1850

Dear perents, brothers, and sisters,

I'm taking the chance while 1 have it to write you a short letter,
We are now in Fort Laramie, 500 miles from Council Bluffs. Our
trip has gone pretty well up to now, We usually travel 20-30 miles
a day. Our horses are all still in good shape and are holding

up well., We've had to cross a few bad streams. The first,

the Elkhorn River is about as wide as the Milwaukee River and
fairly deep, There is a boat‘there to ferry the wagons, but

it cost 2 1/4 dollars per wagon and 2 horses., But we earned the
money for ourselves. We hollowed out 3 big tree trunks and fastened
them together so that one was in the middle and the other 2

on the sides. We were finished by evening and then started to
cross the river. The wagons were driven onto the boat so that

the wheels were on the 2 outer boats., By 9 o'clock the next
morning the wagons were safe and sound on the other side,

The other river was the Loup Fork, about 3/4 of a mile wide,

but not very deep, so that one could drive through it. This river
has a very strong current, so that it is very hard work to

get through it., It has a sandy bottom., If one stands in one
place, one sinks slowly in to a certain depth., With a wagon

under no circumstances should one stop. There are, however,

2 sandbars in the middle of the river where one can stop.

The wagons are driven out to these sandbars with 2 horses.

There,a 100-foot-long rope was fastened to & tree and the

end of the rope hitched to 2 horses. Then more men had to grab
the rope and hold it straight. I took my turn, too. At the

deepest point, the water came up to my chest. Unless one keeps
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oneself steady, the current pulls one over. The trip on land
is very interesting. We have traveled several hundred miles
along the banks of the Platte River. This riveris 1 1/4 miles
wide, but not deep. The current is strong. On both sides of
the.river is a great plain from a half to 5 miles wide. Then
comes nothing but sandhills. We have seen herds of buffalo on
thes sandhills and have shot several, Most important on a
buffalo hunt is a good horse because a wounded buffalo sometimes
chases the hunter., One of Bigalow's brothers-in-law and 1
were hunting buffalo one day. We had shot one, a 3-year-old,
as big as & large cow at home, We only took the hindquarter
because we couldn't carry any more, The buffalo are usually
larger than the cattle in Wisconsin. They have a frightful
appearance and run about as fast as a wild ox. The meat tastes
very good if it's not too tough. Fort Laramie is a kind of
border stronghold ageinst the Indians., It has a garrison of
150 men. There is a store there, 1 promised you to keep a
journal, and for the most part I have, but it is not complete.
I hope you are all still well. What are Ernst, Julius, Rudolph,
Martha, Ludwig, and Lydia doing? Is Ernst now the master on
the farm? Is he keeping things in order? Perhaps you can already
write to Celifornia. When I get there, I can pick up the letter
at the post office. Ask Burdick ebout it. A hearty greeting
to you end our friend Schmidt from Karl and me.
Your faithful son and brother
Peter Wechselberg
Excuse my bad letter for I'm sitting in the wagon and have the
paper in my lap.

Addressed to: Joh., Peter Wechselberg, Lake Center near Milwaukee, Wisc.
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I.iaba Elte:m tmd Gesehwiaier; oy & _‘ S et
et th werdet 1a.ngs anr einen Brief von mir gawartet haben. ’Nir sind
i Jatst amnich 1n Califprnian am Gold graben. “Jeh hnffe mein

x ?'letster Briei‘ von Fnrt I;aramie, wird ‘euch alle munter und gesund

: angetra:r:ren ha‘sen. h Wir aind an éez- Eorth-Fork of the Americen

. Ri‘val‘ zrisehen ﬁen hbehsten Bergen, m die Sonne aen ’.Pag nur 5-6

: stu,nden scheint. ‘ wir haben hoch nicht viel Geld verdient, 80

8 lange wir in Cachrnien sind, : Wir s8ind ﬁen 6 August 4n Hangtmm

“‘!_Jengekommen, nnd haben 2 wachan ﬁa gaarbeitet heben aber nicht vie‘l

';,mahr verdient wis unsere Kos’h' 21s wir sahen dass hiar nicht zu

i-f'-;machen war, ainﬂ wir, Karl und 1311, Bigalawis mi Schnge:r and -

__.nogh andare Heisegefﬁhrten von iaukesha vnn heir weggereist, mit

5 -,_{:.tmaaren meken und’ ?sila auf ﬂem Rhcken und Kuehanpranne an ﬂer

~Hand, unsern I.aar naah dan n‘brﬁlichen Rivern atenemd ‘wir "
‘-.-:‘ﬂaﬁhten wir wallten 1’50 Eeﬂen gehen, WO nach niemand ;urﬁre aber‘

als wir nal 3—4 Tage ﬁbar die stenaten Berge geklettert hatten,' ©

4 .-L:waren wir :ias aeisen mﬁd’e tmd basnhlcssen an ﬂie Earth-?ark 3 ;\

\ “ﬁeil%n ¥on Illinnis-—w wa wir waren, an ﬂia Arheit zZu gshan,

tmd zufrieden zu sein, mit dem, was wir hier verdienen mrden,_

_]!ir haben die letste Woche 6-7 Bollar den Tag ?e*dient per Mann;
e aher die. Zaitfdavnr ‘haben ufi*r niaht sehr viel gemacht; wir haben -
—-'i«nng'efﬂhr 100 Dollars :verapart, sn 1ange wir hiar sinﬂ. ’Ih_r‘

' =.:i-miiast *mich entsahuldigen, ﬂgaas iah nieht eher gesehriaben 'ha‘be

s ﬂann 4eh hin mch &N keinen Platze gawessn, w0 ich habe sehreiban

ftkbnnen, wir hahan naeh :lmmer nnter freien Eimmel geschlai‘en sa :
: 1nnge wir hier sind. Ibie wsche durch missen wir arbei*ben zmd den
sanntag aﬁssen wir ﬂie hbehstsn, nailenhahe ,Berge arklettern nm

naeh zliimigtm m kmn, :&mé halen nmm Labanamittal. Eﬁh

e S m-ﬁe sehr wenj,g zeit o sehreiben, daxm ieh muss beld maahen. 4355
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; | -._:iﬁh ﬁﬁdﬁr mnh xanae kme vor dﬁ.ﬂ!&l..ﬂ 3?1311 «iar ﬁaise ka:nn . Tt
'-,5*-"f"-".;%~;.1eh U0k nioht viel sohrsiben setot. - Bis mecn san Toks aind o Fb

»wir seimlieh gamﬁeh]:iah g=komen m auch den gr’assten Theil
der anﬂarn Road als wir n‘her an dem Eumbnldt ﬁiver kammen, gingﬂn
ndia JSaachwarﬁan erst an; nnsere I’ferﬁe wurden in kurz-r Zeit mager,,
;weil :a:l.e nich%a zu fressen kriagten, ~‘sn den ‘errn des Rivﬂrs war
: g;";wnhl ﬁrsss genug, abar man. kumnte n:(cht aahin kommen ‘wegen all dem
.'E%asaer mas eine xeile brelt suf beiden Seiten des Rivers stund.
‘-;,ﬂmm wir msara ?ferde mcht *rarliersn walltan ‘80 mnasten wir
ims ﬁazu begaemen durch wassar Zu waten, and ﬁas Gras auf ﬂam
e 'J_Rnaken tragan~ wir folgten aiessn mrer ngefahr 250 ﬁeilen and
- das alB.e Eage th:m mﬁaaen, ’bis an den- Leib énmh iassar gehen,
; nnﬁ sehr “nrt hahen wir ﬂurﬁh &sn Bi’*er sahwimmen mﬁssen, ‘um Gras
3- zZu kriegans ﬂir warsn: sehr ?z-ohe als w;r dahin kaman, WD ﬁisser
| l'_';tﬁiver in ﬂie Erds tainkt abar ﬁn gien@ mend erst an; urir 1iesaen_ 5
jitmaern ﬁagen ﬁa ‘stehen, ﬂann tmsera P:f‘arﬂe warsn nieht mehr -sterk
' ""::"r-igenug am :{hm Zu. ziehan, fn.nﬂ ;aackten nnsare az‘ﬁthigsten Sechen nur
i die Pfe*de und warfen ﬁas anaﬂre wag. % ;mm TEI‘ Bakers die Tebens-
“ T-‘mittel au:gegangan, and vi’z- kannten sle ﬂsch auch niuht s;tsen
'-i‘falassen and hﬁ:ngsrn. Sie zaahman jetst umsere Sachen mit auf 1hren" i
o 3 i‘agen, um - gescbw.;ndar varan zu kammen._ Aber unser Mehl gieng
- . .#pch au? und wip muastan ans Kehl kauten ven Héndlern von Cai _
v;‘\:mrniﬁn mit iehensmittaln ksmmenﬁ da ich _mm der ainzige war 'da’i?
J_Gelﬁ hatte, aa musste ich ans kaufan. Zuarst muasten !rir $2 rnr s
‘ ‘3_ 1h. ‘HMehl geben‘ apﬁter hin nber, ;e nahar wir mch Galifnrnien ’
kemen wnrde ‘a8 xohl miler, vyon $2 ?ais auf 50 Lent. A1s 4ch
: ;!zwch $3ﬁ hatta aagte ish 113}1 hﬁtte kain Galﬁ mehr- nnd haben 3
eaann ﬂie :Pfarde verkautt :rﬁr Henl. i:ir haben 2 nnd Bakers 2 ?ferﬁe
rmit nach cslifornien ,gakrscht und keinen Wagen. Ihr yerdet gerrpa 3
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-_iissen, wie es mitrﬁém‘ﬁdld spchén;gehet. f!énn man}aﬁ §1n@_'
-”Lﬁtelle kbmmt;"wolman arﬁaiten.wili, 80 grabt men aine.grosaer
7; blschenen Schiissel voll drek gus und geht damit -ans Ninsar and

: fspﬁlt‘so.lange €ren, hial aer:drak all_draus,ist,'nnd-daél&old‘

-aetst ﬁich‘aur den Boden; hat man dann rﬁr eihen_Schilling Go1d'
" 4n der Schiissel 8o ist 1s der Hﬁhawerth.}/ﬂﬂaanibt sich dann
mit dem Gold wsscher an @ie Avrbeii, und zwel Mann kbnnen in einem
Tage 120-150 Schiisselnvell suswaschen. Einen Goldwascher =zu
beschreiben habe ich jetst keine zeit zu; dass will-ich auf ein
ender mael thun. - Als ich im Anfeng ‘in Hengtown snkem, und sahe
“wie wenig die Ieute wverdienten, war ich doch ein wenig entmuthigt;
ich habe sber jetst wieder Hoffnung, etwass Geld mit zu bringen,
wenn ich snch nur $5 - lomdan Tag vardienﬂ. - KXerl hats He+mwehe
nnﬁ whre garnﬂ wieder =zu Hauae' By iet 80 Hrgerlieh in die Bﬂrge,
ihr kBnnt eueh auch die Berga'nioht voratellen, In kurzem
mehr. in ﬁer Hoffnung, dass ﬂiesar ‘Brief auch alle‘munter
nnﬁ gasunﬂ antreffen rsrﬂe, yerbleibe ich Euer SGhn und Bruﬁer

Peter Eechselberg.

Ein Gruss Bn 8lle

Preunde und Bekannte von
¥esrl und mir.

Addressed to:

Mr. Joh. Peter Wechselberg
¥4ilwaukee
¥isc.



Illinoistown, Calif,, Sept. 15, 1850
Dear parents, brothers, and sisters,
You will have been waiting on a letter from me for a long time.
We are finally in California digging for gold. I hope my last
letter from Fort Laramie found all of you cheerful and healthy. We
are on the North Fork of the American River between the highest
mountains, where the sun shines only 5-6 hours a day. We haven't
earned much money since we've been in California. We arrived
in Hangtown on the 6th day of August where we worked for 2 weeks.
We didn't earn much more then our costs though. When we saw
there wasn't much we could do here, we--Karl and I, Bigalow's
2 brothers-in-law and other travel compenions from Waukesha--
left Hangtown with our blankets and furs on our backs and
cooking pans in our hands, steering towards the northern rivers.
We thought we wanted to go 150 miles where there would be no
one else; but when we had climbed over the steepest mountains for
3 or 4 deys, we were tired of traveling and decided to go to work on
the North Fork 3 miles from Illinois-Town where we were and to
be content with whatever we could earn, In recent weeks we have
earned 6-7 dollers & day per man, but in the time before that
we didn't make much, We've saved about 100 dollars gince we've
been here, You must excuse me for not writing before because
I haven't yet found a place where 1 can write, As long as we've
been here, we've been sleeping under the stars. We have to work
the whole week and on Sunday we have to climb the highest, mile-
high mountains to get to Illinoistown to fetch our groceries,
I have very little time towrite because 1 have to see that I

get home before dark. I can't write much about the trip now



day--wade up to our chests through the water, Often we had to

we had to bay 2 dollars g Pound, later, however, the nearep we
got to California, it got more Fﬂewf;Fu\ i=~from 2 dollarsg to

s low as 50 cents, When I had 30 dollars left, 1 Said I haq

no more money ang Sold the horses for flour, e arrived ip
Californig with 2 horses, Baker's o horses, and no wagons,

You wij) be wanting to know hoyw it's going with looking for golgq,
When one gets to g Place where one wants to work, one digs out

@ big tin ban full of dirt, goes with it to the water, ang rinses

until a1} the dirt 18 gone and the golgq is left Sitting on the



p. 3, Sept. 15, 1850, Wechselberg

bottom, If one then has a shillings-worth of gold in the pan,
it's worth the trouble., One gets down to work with the gold
washer and 2 men can wash 120-150 pans in a day, I don't have
time now to describe a gold washer, 1I'll do that another time,
When I first arrived in Haengtown and saw how little the people
earned, I was a little discouraged. Now though I again have
hope of making some money even if I earn only 5-10 dollars per day.
Karl is homesick and would like to return home., He is in such
2 bad temper in the mountains. You can't imagine what the
mounteins are like, More in a little while. In the hope that
this letter finds all of you happy and healthy, I remain your
son and brother,

Peter Wechsélberg

Greetings to all Karl's and my friends and acquaintances.
Addressed to:
Mr. Joh. Peter Wechselberg

Milwaukee
Wisc.
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"V#, ﬁhenarste Eltarn und Geschwisterl

»fjgxach langem vergeblichen Eﬂrten~anr einen Brief von_Eueh argreif

i 1ch.ﬁie ?edar &ndlich.udeder, nm Euch einan Brief zu schreiben. Iah

'13??'hoffe ‘ﬁiaaer Brief*wirﬁ Eueh ﬁlle mnnter L geannd antrerfen. Ich

abin in grnsser TUnruhe wegen Eueh ﬂenn ich habe nnch kainen eiﬁzigen
b Brief vnn Euch erha;ten. Wir wohnen Jetst eina‘ibile von Auburn ;
" in einem Hause walches 1eer stanﬂ, wir ainﬁ jetst é'ﬁochen hier

und hsben nach Iast gar nichts aﬂer sehr nenig verdient wir hsben

,;ahia jetst auf Bsgen gewartet and hsban auch vurige Wnche ziemliah 2

ﬂg;;vial asgan gahabt aber nnah nicht ganng. ﬁm auf den trocknen Stellen

: f;;f;za arbeiten, ich meine 1n den ﬂry diggins. -Ich will Eueh jetst

'.ganan schreiben, wie 88 nna, aeit ich den letsten Brief geachriehen

fﬂlhaba argangen 1sﬁ. Des sonntag Abends als wir wieﬂer unten am

"“ffgivgr aggalangt war&n,-unﬁ ‘ons snhlafan gelegt hattan nnter-

'i.fr&iem‘ﬂlmmel hatten wir aln Turchthar starkea Gewittar. Gegen'

'5jﬂﬂtternasht wurﬁen wir geweckt von den Leaten, welche ungefﬁhr '

200 Sehritt von uns dan River hinauf legen, und aagten ana. dass
ein ¥snn von Prairyville welcher den ‘ganzen Weg fibers Iand mit.uné
gemecht hette, von einem steiﬁe ware beschgigt wcrﬂen._. ﬁﬁsﬂée
.nﬁshaten Eaehbarn, ﬁbrn?s von der Prairyville-Raad stanﬁen
gleich anf und machten ein Feuer in ﬁie.xnchenpfanne unﬁ gingen\
ﬂamit nach ﬂer Stelle wo sie lsgen; als sie dahin. kamen mit ﬂem -
xiuht 1&5 der Mann aa tad mit sainem thfe 1n,£1ute 1iegand

Yon fden heftigen_aagen-war ein Stein los geworden em Berge und

fing wu Rollen bis er unter am Fuss des Berges diesem Mann auf _::7,
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%,7&,ﬁen rech&en aahlar xial, an ﬂass ar gleiah tnﬂ war, nnﬂ gnr f“

| teinen Laut van sish gab. o i’ir hahen mn aes :nmtsgs sacbmiitsgs
S gegen ﬂunkel begra‘oen, nnﬂ ﬁiﬂer ‘nm ﬁen Leaten 1ss ain Kapital
-__:--“ana ﬁer Biebel- t:.nd hie:tt ein ﬁeblt. :Diese Woche hsben mr nor:
B gage gea:*heitat m g:ar}. antl ich h&bﬁﬁ ﬁiase wschae zuaammen o 7
.$94 verdient dia zalgenﬂe $101 die ﬂarsnf folgende Woche 'gmben‘
'$61F ;mﬂ ﬂie daraui' ’:tnlgamie $§1+ Ba air me hrere xale seh:-
5.ﬁatarken Regen hatten.wﬁhrenﬂ ﬁieser zelt und oft des ﬁaehta
ﬁhﬁrten stes.m Een Berg hinunter rollen. B0 hielten mrir es fir '
'Hkbesaar den Biver zu verlassen nnﬂ tms fﬁr dry diggins vorzu- e

5 bareiten-, Wir varliaasen 8180 &an aivar in u.&!‘ Erwartnng, éass ;

e aia Eagemit in ein ?aar fagen anfangen wﬁrﬁe wir ginger nach

S Auburn 24 ﬁunen Wn 1nm:,atm nﬁher ‘nach Sacramente und

~~haben bils 39’531: su:f die Raganzeit gewartet. Wir haben- :msaren
*ﬁinter—prwiant eingekauit* wiz- ha’ben 200 lh “¥ehl per mnn,
2;5 1b. $peck Bnhnen, “zuekar und a...nige Kartafreln. “ﬂr {not .

S ?f-‘,_"1agfble) hezahlt PEr 100 1’b ﬁahl, speck knste‘t uns 2‘5 et peT

SR Bohnen 30 ‘6% :{nh hin worige Woohe mch Hangtawn gewesen, : \
:md hebe unser nﬁtnigstes 3&&5 gehelt. : Bigalnw erzﬁhlte oivr .
' ~hievr, ‘dgss er sah:m 5 Briera amprangan hﬁtte sT sagte mir, aass ;
seins Fraﬁ gaschrieben hEtte, _ﬁass Ihr. a}.la gesund wﬁret das :
:!.st aber nar wenig zufrieaanstellnng kgt mieh‘ 3§.galow sag’ne | :
. mir, @ir zu sohreiben, dess in Falle Howard 816 zinsen suf sein .
Land nichb bezah}.ta dasss au sie stehen 1assen solltest gleich
wie die andere Summe; es whre ihm zu geTEnrlich Gold von hie:"'.
‘_-:iae-,h ‘Heuse zn- sehicxen, Ienn ﬁa ‘8n mich schreibst aehreibe_
|  : meh sasrsmanto City. S 11311 bin ziemliah gssana geweaen, soit
ich die wmth *rerlaasen habe, Zblas tese Woohe habe 1on mir} '
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'?= n:_na ﬂtrange Erkﬁltnng sngezogen, n geht ;ber halt! ﬂeder hesser. 2
S xarl ist. noch 1mmer raeht geatmd gewesen. ausgenamen 3-’4- ?agen,
» v als er dia ‘Disrrhoe hatta, Es aimi aehr aahl:lwme Anasichten ;
hier far ﬂi:esen winter, :{;u Bezug am‘.’a &ola graben, o8 ain& zu
'” ” viele Leute hier und dch bin ;aufriedsn, tann mh ﬂieaen ﬂinter
mine Kost ’verdiene ;md wir mussen mare anrnung au:r. néchsten
s:;mmev setsen. 1 }}as ﬁickate Stuuk Gold las wir nuch gef:mﬁen

;,haban ist $5 werth, anﬂ eizz an&ers $2.60° wir haben sie beide hier
ge:fmadan. 13‘1 will Eneh ein klein Stﬁckchan r;om schicken, 88
13% von keinem Werth’ aber ihr k’émat es ﬁech besehen.‘ Ich muss =
minﬂn ‘Briaf sehliessan, denn ich ;habe allaa geachriehan was ien
weiss. .:_ ' ; . , : ' .

5 ~In ﬂer Ha:rf.nung, dass dieaer Briar Euch a.d.e mantar rmﬂ An
guher Gesundhait antreffen urerﬂa erblaiba ich Euer auch 3.ie“bemier-‘ |
3ohn nnﬁ Brnaez' ', ety s 2 : ;

Sy 4% o5 »I*etﬁr geshsalherg.__ .
Ei_mn he?zliehan Grrms vm Karl "
' w. mir en Eueh n.nﬁ &11& Beimmate

unfi E‘rexmfie %

Aﬁdress&d to:
}!r. Jeh. Pet. ’Hecbselharg, B

Kllwankee, Wisc. 4{




Auburn, Dec. 9, 1850
Dearest parents, brothers, &and sisters,
After waiting in vein for such & long time for a letter from
you, I am finally teking my pen in hand again to write to you.
I hope this letter finds all of you happy and healthy. I
am very worried about you because I have not yet recieved a single
letter from you., We are now living a mile from Auburn in a house
which had been standing empty. We have been here for 6 weeks
now and have earned almost nothing or very little, but not yet
enough to work in the dry places--I mean in the "dry diggins".
I want to write now exactly how things have been going since
my last letter. On that Sunday evening after we had arrived again
at the river and had gone to bed under the stars, we had a
terrible thunderstorm. About midnight we were awakened by the
people who were camped about 200 paces up the river from us.
They told us that & man from Prairyville who had made the whole
trip across the country with us had been injured by a stone,
Our nearest neighbors, the Horns from Prairyville Road, got up
right away, made a fire in the cooking pan, and went with it to
the place where they were camped. When they got there with the
light, the man lay dead, his head lying in a pool of blood. A
stone had come loose from the mountain due to the heavy rain and
had begun to roll until at the foot of the mountain. it hit
this men on the right temple in such a way that he died
immedietely without making & sound. We buried him that Monday
afternoon around dark and one of the people read a chapter from
the Bible end offered & preyer., That week we worked only 5
days and Karl and I earned 94 dollars, the following week 101
dollars, the week after that we dug 64 dollars worth and following
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that $4 dollars wortk. Beceause we had very heavy rains several
times during this time and often heard stomes rolling down the
mountain, we decided it would be better to léave the river and
prepare ourseives for "dry diggins"., So we left the river expecting
the rainy season to beginipn a few days., We went to Auburn 25 miles
from Illinoistown and closer to Sacramento, and are still waiting
for the rainy season, We have bought our winter provisions.

We have 200 pounds of flour per person, 25 pounds of bacon,

beans and sugar and a few potatoes., We paid (illegible) for

100 pounds of flour, bacon cost us 25 cents per pound, beans

cost 30cents, I was in Hangtown last week to get the most
necessary things. Bigalow told me there that he had already
received 3 letters, He told me that his wife had written that
yYou were all healthy, but that is only slightly comforting for me,
Bigalow told me to write you that should Howard not pay the
interest on his land you should let it stand Jjust as with the
other sum because it would be too dangerous for him to send gold
home from here. When you write to me, send the letter . .

to Sacramento City., I have been fairly healthy since leaving home
except for this week., I've caught a bad cold, but 1'll soon

get better, Karl has been quite healthy except for the 3-4 days
when he had diarrhéa. The prospects for this winter are very

bad here and I'll be content if I can earn enough to cover my
expenses and we must hope for a good summer. The biggest piece
of gold we've found so fer is worth 5 dollers and another $2.60.
We found both of them here. I want to send you a little piece
of gold, It's not worth anything, but you can teke a look at it.

I must close because I've already written everything I know,
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In the hope that this letter finds you all happy and in good
health, I remain your loving son and brother.

Peter Weehselberg
A hearty greeting from Karl and me to all our acquaintances and
friends.
Addressed to:

Mr, Joh, Pet., Wechselberg,
Milweukee, Wisc,




¢ - Yuba‘River Giggins, Jan. 1, 3851. .

Eheare ,Eltsrn rmﬂ ﬂeschwiatert
| sa mh zatet graae die Bﬁlﬁgenheit mm, 80, ergreire 1eh d1e

?eﬁer, mn ein paar zeilen ‘8n. Euah zZo riehten. AT aind beide :

T moch in guter Geaundheit n;nd ho:t:ren, aaaa éie Zeilen Eneh eben-

:!.’alls i‘riash ;mc'i gemmd az&treffen werde:n. wir haben his jstst
neah keine :ﬁachrieh‘ten von Euch arhalten* was d;_a Ursaha .‘ist weiss
,1ch nieh‘t. : Ich habe Euch 3.:1 mein&m vorigen ”Bmete geschzueben, ¥, |
dass wir aur dem. wege w’ﬁren naeh Irnrden~ und wir sinﬂ 'bis jetst auf
,ﬂem Nege gowesen, gate mﬂea -zu Iinﬁan.. ir sind von Sacramentn-'

i}ity 26{) ﬁed.en gagangen naeh ﬂem hinityvﬁiver, e wir sbos da.

nichts findan tnnntan, 80 «antachlassen wir ans, wieﬂer z,zruck zu

xehren, tmd an ﬂﬁ.e Eerth—ForX ﬂf i'efa‘bhermaiver Zu gehen, *H‘D man aehr
gﬁnstiga Eaehriehten van ’Hﬁrta, mgafﬂhr 290 Meilen van ‘rvinityw :
:Eiver. & Eir galangten an: ,Beamll s Ber, nach 60 ﬂeilen ven dem :
ziala mem ﬁeise nnd hﬁrten ﬁa daas éer sehnee nach za tiei' wﬂre,
2 : nm hmh ims &ebirga B0, kammen~ wir kauften q,ns ﬁesahal’b Gol&waachers
_um uns hier 80 1aanga 8ns Arbeiten Zu gaben ﬁas Stuok koate‘he mns
$20. Kaﬂ ungd 1eh einem, wnd Jede zwel der anﬁern Gesellaehaft |
auch einen. mr ar‘beiteten ‘einen Tag und hatten des Tachis einen
sehr starken ﬂegen- als wir des anﬁeren liergens &n unsere Arbe‘ts
atellen kamen, .fandan wir ‘ﬁan River- 80 gestiagen, dass nnaere |
xasehinnen alle- ﬁsn River hixmnter gesehwbmmen taren,. . Wir 1agen
‘hier H: Hschan. . .Karl war. ;hier nngeféhr 3 Wochen krank, dass er gar
keinen Lppetit hatta. ' I}a ﬁas a’asser Jetst gunstig genug, ond ﬂer
sa!mee z:,emlich geschmﬂlzen war, 80 sentsehj.nssan Siﬁh uie A.néeren
ﬁaiae—&eaallschart aich anf den leg zu ﬂﬁﬂh&n aa sher xarl mwh

niaht 80 weit wieder besaer war 80 hlie’ben tir mnh aina Hoche lﬁnger

~hler. Wir reiaten dann such- a‘n ind gelangten in 4-5 Tagen an
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: "‘.Rieh—ssr ﬁn ﬂar Ebﬁh—?ﬂrk ﬂes ?. R. ﬂr bliﬁhan hiar l ’laeha *nm'{ iy
yrobier 8n 'ﬁber all, s&an mver hinauf ﬁnd hhmnte*r ab r alla stellan
o -‘fwo aur eln wenig Gold. iat :siml :auch alle ainganamen. ﬁzmaer’te
# *mn Eensohan ‘liegan Mar, jﬂie niahts thzm nmi nar ant aine gelegen-..f;.;--‘i
hait ‘-srartan, e.me Sﬁalls Zu bskmen. : -ﬁiala geﬁsn wieﬁer zurﬁek an' ey
f:“anﬁ@m Btellen, xmd m;ch mhr kmen ai.la !‘age nnch an. ﬂalii’amiun" -
“ist zu vall ?&mch&n, Iaat 1}’4 ist sm haﬂ-nmreisan van einem Ort zum :
o -‘-'__Landern‘ anern Bekﬁnntnn randen ‘wir h;er ﬂiﬁh%, hl’ sahen ’ﬂﬁs "
75139 gemggen, Jaiemn ﬁr'h za verlaasen' wir :entsahlasaen ée,sshalh
‘nagh é:sm ’mba-aiver sn gen«an. wﬁ.r n&nﬁ diaae ﬁsem éhiez- augalangt
S ;ma ,haban 5&31:3:*:1 angeiangen zu zrbe .,tsn, ,:sir haban nngefﬁhr ap?-s :

5 f_;;gemacht msn verdiant éaiez- nmht wie k2 ;ﬂher man .Lst ss.ch-ar, ,ﬁfaa mﬁ :
:"":}aden S:ag e.-.n wenig krisgia Herm man arheﬂet. = ;}aa mh}, ist h}_gr :
whl 2e11, o5 ¥ostet $12 1/2 Y 1@0. Speck Eostet 25-0t. Rip -
ha‘han nnsars z’fams noch; unﬂ nmzh nngaf&hr $1§9, ’.’Daa szﬂere hsben'
wir alla vamist o 33 ’*sina aehr sehlimne &ms;eh‘tan getst i’ﬁr all _
ﬁ.&. Lan'ta m:xa man hﬁrt ﬁass ﬂie mnwanﬁgrnng ﬁmsas 3&11:- wieﬁer &a
gross aein s;nlla. 131& besten mnen sinn maistens aﬂagearbeitﬁr TE
n:ni wo ﬁeéer nena an&ﬂeckt werden, ia st‘ﬁrmen glaich Eaaaenda |
ﬁaraui‘ Zu. o ﬁir haben ?or, aiesen Eerbst wiaaar mch Hause zu
L3 *k:amman. : ’Ich wnl lieber zu Eauae am aolz hacken sein -gls in
‘--ﬁa’iifamienm Go‘ld auchen. x‘ir amrten :alle fage ain&n Brier :
"”“'?van guah~ . ¥1a geh% 88 F..rcﬁ ﬂien? Waa h‘ﬁri Ihr vnn Dentschlam}?
* und wde geh$ &8 mit aer Farmern. : ieh mss Jetst sahi&aﬁaen, wes i
?‘;;:ieh vargasa&n habe w.‘!.ll H4oh Brz‘xhlen,, ,wexm azir wiader nach Eausa :
2 ikmn. mnan herzlichen Gmas vnn ‘Karl naﬁ mir an Eaah tmﬂ n].le i

mmﬁe und. 3ekamte.. : In ﬂa‘r ﬁarranng, aaas wir nns »ﬁi‘ﬂ!’% g}.&ek}_iah

“ *wiaﬂarsahen mr‘bl&'ﬁa dch E&E?a eh iiﬁM&r Solm nnd Brnﬁer\ o
AT R . R s ﬂaehselhﬁrgo Vsl iy RO
',TQ:‘-I;’EI'- Jgh,’yet‘.-ﬁ‘s’ech‘selberg, 1watrk==ea B S AR A



Yuba River diggins, Jan., 1, 1851
Dear parents, brothers, and sisters,

Because I have the opportunity now, I take pen in hand to send
you a few lines. We &are both healthy and hope that these lines
find you fresh and healthy, We still have received no news

from you; for what reason, I don't know. In my last letter

I wrate you that we were on our way north and up to now we've been
on the rosd looking for good mines, From Sacramento City we
traveled 260 miles to the Trinity River, but because we couldn't
find aﬂything there, we decided to turn back and to go to the
North Fork of the Feather River, from which we had heard very
good reports, about 250 miles from Trinity River. We reached
Bedwell's Bar, still 60 miles from the goal of our journey, and
heard there that the snow was still too deep to get up into the
mounteains. Therefore we bought ourselves gold washers so we could
work lere that long. Each cost us 20 dollars, One for Karl and

I and one for each of the other two members of our party. We
worked one day and had & very heavy rain that night. When we went to
work the next morning, we found the river so high that our
machines had all floated down the river, We stayed here 5 weeks,
Kerl was sick here for about 3 weeks so that he had no appetite.
Because the water was now favorable enough and the snow had more
or less melted, the other travel party decided to move on, but
because Karl was not better yet, we stayed here one week longer,
We departed too and arrived in 4-5 days at the Rich Bar on the
North Fork of the Feather River., We stayed here one week and
tried everywhere up &and down the river, but all places where
there is even & little gold ere all occupied., Hundreds of

people are here who have nothing to do except to wait for a
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chance to get a position on the river., Many turn back to other
-places and still more arrive everyday. California is too full
of people, almost 1/4 of them are traveling around from one place
to another. We didn't find our acquaintances here, so we felt
ourselves forced to leave this place. We therefore decided to
go to the Yuba River, We arrived here this week and started to
work yesterday. We made about 7-8 dollars. One earns little here,
but one can be sure of getting a little everyday if one works,
Flour is available here for $12 1/2 for 100 pounds. Dacon-
costs 25 cents, We still have our horses and about £150., We
spent all the rest on traveling. The prospects for all the people
look bad now and one hears that the number of people moving in
this year will be just as bigragain. For the most part the best
mines are worked out and where new ones are discovered, thousands
immediately storm in., We are planning to come home again this fall,
I would rather chop wood at home than look for gold in California.
We are expecting & letter from you any day. How are all of you?
What do you hear from Cermany? And how are things going for the
fermers? 1 must close now., What I've forgotten, I'll tell you when
I get home. A hearty greeting from Karl and me to you and all our
friends and acquaintances., In the hope that we meet agair happily,
I remain your loving son and brother,

Peter Wechselberg

Addressed to: Mr. Joh., Pet. Wechselberg, Milwaukee, Wisc,



. _Sacrsmento City, Peb. 20, 13517 1°r

Liebe Eltern und Gescbwistnr!.
.. Da sich mir ga“ede die Gelegenheit darbietet, S0 erg:e*fe ieh
wdieselhv, um ain einige Zeilen an Euch zu richten.  Ich habe bis
aatst~noch,kﬂinanrﬁrzef erhalten, and - kann nicht'begreéfen.was die
Ursachn ist. ich bin tiberzeuzst, Ihr habt gegchfieben; viélleicht'
1st ein xr thum vorgefsllen in. Aﬂdrasairen.  Ad@ressirt meine Briefe
nach Sacramento 1ty; werde sie nach San Francisco.addfessirt, 80
erhalte ich sie nicht, den ich muss selbst dehin gehen.' ¥ir aind-
'-nnch belde munter und gesunt ond wir hoffen, ﬁieser Brief wird ?uch
~“ebenfalls in guter uesundheit antreffen.‘ Wir haben Auburn wegen
Hangel en Wasser und Gold verlessen und s8ind jetst in Sacramento .

: um von hieraus 2-300 He*leﬂ nétﬂlich zZ0 geh&n nach Scotsch Rlver od.
,salmnn River opder an,ﬂen Trinlty,"wir wlssen noch nicht an welehen.
'wir-habﬂn uns Gestsrn 2,?fﬂrde gekauft einss fir $49 und das andare
Piir ¢58, ‘Es sind unserer 10 Menn zusamen und jeder hat ein Pfﬁrd ki
pder ¥ule; slle Reisegefﬁh“ten vou Waukesha ‘County, Bekernten von.
Bigalsﬁs séhwﬁgern. Wir sind vorgestern ‘hier angekommen unﬁ denken

- .morgen von hier'abznrﬂisen.- Die dilesjéhrige Regenzéit hat die
reisten Jeute getauscht, sie ist trneken und es hat nur noch ein
pesr ¥el stark geregnet. Vorigesrzahr ist<es.sehr nass,geweéen

- . und die lebensmittel in den Mines furehtbar thecer, wegen den
schlechtéh Roaden. Bieses Jahr haben die Ldﬂer und die Eanﬁels-
1eute dem versehen wollen und haben H@ssen lﬁbensmittel auLgenﬁuft.
'Wi“ hatten such, wie 1c¢h in meinnm vsrherigan ‘Brief geschrieben |
habe, Lehensmittel fir den ganzen Winter gekauft "Die meisten
Miner hsben Jeist die dry diggins verlassan und an,die Rivers

gegengen. Wir sind die meiste Za‘t. wo wir in Auburn wohnten

tagtuglich aus die ¥orth-Fork of the 4. R- gagangen und heben
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i ..'"%-Lnns demit ein paar ﬂmlar 2en g hegngt- Eineﬁ 58838: w wir .

. @a em erbeiten weren, fand der Kerl ein yieca tom out} St&ek,
.;yelches $S5.60*w1egt iet mber hald Stein, ganz durch einsnder
geschmolzen.  Ich glaub aber, dess wir 8o viel dafiir krisgen |
:ﬂkﬁnnen;jﬁz!:‘w;a es wiegt.- ¥ir haben jetat noch ungafﬁhr $350,
'ﬁasser den Stuck; wir heben gber fiir pferde und ellerhana nBthige
gerBthe bezahlt. ‘¥ir heben elne neue Schﬁppe fir $9, Hecke $3,

P S§ttel'fu* $14 2 PaarFasen $S gakaurt.  Man thnt besaer daaé
 .man snlche Sechen hier ksufi, ﬁsnn in den Einas kssten sie fast ‘
“noch einmahl sa viel, | DieJﬂltern Einas sind nngefhhr erschépft '
1,@»& man musa, om beaaere Biggina za ”1nﬁen, éasshalb waiter

S ns*alich. ﬂir wullen hintereinander wei* ganuu gehen, nnd einen 2

' Jggahﬁ‘;gen ?&rsach msehan, nm-ein wenig nu«erlangen. _‘Ean hatte zu :

- Hause 1mmer gahﬁrt ﬂali’ornien whre sehr nngesund 1eh wider-

"3rspwacbs dem aber gerades weges, ich denka Celt fornten ist ein

':LfSﬁhr gasunﬁes Lanﬁ sehr gnt&s Wasser, ashr mit &annan be-

;  $waahsana Barge. keinﬂ Eﬁrﬁche‘ -Qia Krankheiten, ﬁie hier ga~

ﬁwﬁhnlich vorksmen gind Biarrhce nnﬁ Snurwey, stammen aber-meistens
: ybn der lebensart eines Eanchep her. M¥en schi&ft hier meistens
funter fé&ih&n Tigmel auf der Erde;'fwwir haben ﬁiesen.Winter.aas
(achﬁasta Wetter,.aﬁ Klar nnd.narm;ﬁwie zu Hause in Hey; es f?llt‘
‘  des ﬁaehts-sbar_meistana'immar'ein:wenig»F:nstf ﬂem.iﬁrl‘géfﬁllt
ko  5§$ wette* so gut.  Sehreibt soVbaid~Ihr‘ﬂies érhaltet; schreibt
{'alles ‘wie es zn Heuse gehst wie es mit der Permeren gehet, ‘!13 '

B8 mix dem SGhimmal gehat was 1hr von Deutschiand gehBri hebt, :

was mscht -der Ernst unﬁ all dia Kieipen? Hie gehet es Schmidts PRI~

ﬁnd allen Bekamnten? . Sagt der Frau B&galﬁws und der FTS& B&kﬁr|7  g

éaas 1hre Brider mit uns aind, anﬂ:daas-wir alla :nsammanwgehea.Pﬁfﬂ;fj

Ich muss jetst schifessen. Grﬁsae 2lle Bekannten and ?renmﬁa won
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-{Karl und mir. ‘ A . _ |

In der Hni‘.fnung ﬂass wir ama as.nst gltiekl‘lch wie&ersehen,
verbleibe ich Ener, Euch 1iebanﬂer Sahn wnd ‘Bruder S |
: D ?.,wechselherg.

Addressed to; John P. Wechselberg

_z‘ifilwaukee Wis. i




Sacramento City, Feb., 20, 1851
Dear perente, brothers, and sisters,
I'm teking this opportunity to send you & few lines., 1 still have
received no letter and cennot understand the reason, I am convinced °
you have written, perhaps there was & mistake in the address,
Address my letters to Sacremento City., If they are addressed to
San Francisco, I won't get them because I would have to pick them
up myself, We are both still happy and healthy and we hope this
letter finds you in good health too. We left Auburn because of
the scéricty of water and gold and are now in Sacramento from where
we plan to go two to three hundred miles north to the Scoteh or
Salmon or Trinity River, we don't know yet which one. We bought
ourselves 2 horses yesterday, one for £49 and the other for $58,
There are 10 of us together and we each have & horse or a mule.,
All the travel dompanions eare from Waukesha County, acquaintances
of Bigelow's brothers-in-law. We got here the day before
yesterday and plan to leave tomorrow. The rainy season tricked
most of the people., It is dry and has only rained hard a
couple of times, Last year it wes very wet and provisions in the
mines very expensive because of the bad roads, This year the miners
and tradespeople wanted to be prepared and have piles of‘groceries.
We, too, as I reported.in my last letter, had bought food for the
whole winter, Most of the miners have now left the "dry diggins" and
have gone to the rivers, Moét of the time we were in Auburn we went
deily to the North Fork of the A, R, and were satisfied with a few
dollars & day., One deay while we were working there Karl found a
(piece torn out) piece which weighed in at £85,60, was however
helf stone sll melted together. 1 think, however, we could get

es much for it as it weighs., We now have about $350 in addition
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to that piece. However, we paid for our horses and quite a few
necessary supplies, We bought & new shovel for £9, a pickaxe for
£3, 2 saddles for $14, 2 pairs of trousers for 8, It's better
to buy such things here, because in the mines they cost almost twice
as much, The older mines are nearly exhausted and therefore one
must go farther north to find better "diggins". We want to go far
enough behind one another in order to make a proper attempt to
attain a little something. At home one always heard that California
was very unhealthy., I maintain the opposite. I think California is
very healthy country: very good water, very wooded mountains,
no marshes. The sicknesses which are common here are diarrhea and
scurvy., However, they usually result from the lifestyle of the
'people. For the most part one sleeps under the starson the ground
here, This winter we had the most beautiful weather, as clear and
warm &8s it is at home in May., In the evenings there is usually
a little frost. Karl really likes the weather. Write as soon as
you get this, write everything, how things are going at home, how
things are going for the farmers, how the grey is, what you have |
heard from Germany. What's Ernst doing and all the little ones?
How are the Schmidts and all my acquaintances? Tell Bigalow's wife
end Mrs, Baker that their brothers are with us and that we are all
traveling together., I must close now. Greet all of Karl's and
my &acquaintances and friends.
In the hope that we will all meet each other again sometime, I
remain your loving son end brother.

J. P. Wechselberg
Addressed to:
John P, Wechselberg

Milwaukee, Wisc,




