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The author of this work enlisted at the age of fifteen years, and
served through the war of the Rebelllon, At the close of the war his
regiment, with & few other volunteer regiments, was ordered to the
Rocky Mountalns to assist in protecting the frontier, guarding the
overland stage line,, running the mails through to the remote North-
west, and in protecting the Government posts along the North Platte

‘river, During the winter of 1865 he was severely frozen while in

active service in Wyoming, from which he has never recovered. He
trusts that his little book will be read with interest by the old vets,
of the late war, for whom he entertaing in his heart a sincere love,
which increases with his declining years, .

. Yours in F. C. L.,
THE AUTHOR.
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‘gtone after milestone, un

“Baclk to the States.”

CHAPTER 1. v

Westward Hol---After Lee's SBurrender---Troope en Route for the
Plains---A Glance Backward..-A Fearful Collision.--An Ex-Rebel
Oaptain the Oause---All our Horses Thrown from a High Trestle
Work---A Large Number of Soldiers Killed. '

'vime passes rapidly by, ana we are whirled on, on, passing mile-

ul a greater part of tha Journey of life is

passed, We look uhendl, not heeding the stations as they are passed,

gnttll we are appalled at the irresistible speed ut which we have been
riven.

And now weattemgt to review the journey, casting longing glunces

back over the road which fate has compelled us to travel. We count

" a seore of milestones—yen, forty, sixty, it may be'three score and ten

—und we are warned that we are about to enter the Great Union De-
pot—the end of the journey of life.

As I sit down to write, my mind involuntarily wanders back to
the dark days of the war for the Union. I review aguin the army of
the Potomac, I seem to hear the trump, tramp, tramp of tived feet.
I hear agaln the iron hoofs of & legion of war horses, as they tread
all through the long night over the stony street, I hear ngaln the
sound of musketry and the roar of battle. 1 see the smoke spreading
over the battle fleld like a funeral veil. Then again I scewn to hear
the groans and sighs of wounded and dying men, I see them borne
from the fatal fleld by tender handy, T hear their piteous prayers
for merey as they pass, mingled with the endearing words of mother,
slster, and of loved ones at home.

But now look! Ses, the battle s on! "There they charge; on, on-—
now they are checked by a volley, only for one instunt; their ranks
are thinned. But no matter, on they charge, into the very Jaws of
death, Now the rebel lines are broken—they flee, The buttle I3
ours, The air 13 rent with the shout of victory, ‘

No pen can describe, no tongue can tell it.  But now, after n lapse
of fifteen’ years, in the far off distance, I seem to hear the dying
echoes of the roar and din of a dozen battles. Again I recount halr-
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_breudth escapes, long dreary marches by da und by night. Priva-

s and hardships that can never be told. Camplog at night In
:ltgllal:e"nnnw :mrmg or drenching rains, with nothing but the canopy
suven ng 4 whelter.
“"{‘.mnig:ln I cross deep strenms filled with floating lee, untll the
chilllng waters rench the buek of my tired nnd Jaded horse,

In short, the scenes und privations, the bitter and sweet of over*

three yenrs In the saddle, pnlwi(tll tt\efure rtn;l;dmlnd u8 though It were
m of Inst nleht, or w tale that were told.
! [K:.:Ir:mw ws L 8lt ut my own fireside, surrounded by a loving wlife
and Httle ehildren, I ean scarcely reallze that seventeen years hav3
prased sinee then, and thet I, who now love so well the quiet an
perey of my own fumily cirele, am the same boy of seventeen years
nepo—then so reckless of 1lfe, with nothing to care for—save my own
untry.

a ?’Rmﬁm thus hastlly over an_ experlence which would make mate-
il for w volume of Interesting rending, and one such ua almost any
woldter could furnl:h, I comwe to the Hnal ond of the Rebeillon,

The buttlo s fought and won, and now the boys, with glad hearts
ol proud splirits, nre returning home. A great assemnbla & of the
vieturious nrmies s ordered to take place nt Washlngton, For three
long duys brigade after brigade, division after divislon, oor%»s after
corps, murehicd down Pennsylvanla uyonuo by plﬂ.tOOnH:]_puHH ng the
White Flouso, where they were reviewed by Prestdent Johnson and
Cubinet, und sll the torelgn ministers then.In tha Unlted Btates,
ik ¢ Grand Roview? was one of the most magnlficent sp ecta-
vles ever seen in the world, and will ulwamehave n reserved seat In

reelimient wis the Sixth West Virginia Veteran Cavelry, for-
n:mﬁ:,'_thtc\ ol 8scond nnd Third West Virginla Mountﬁd Infantrx. A
laree proportion of this regliment had enlisted at tha **first call’? and
hnd *seen ber through,’”” as they expressed it. And when it became
known that we wore ordered neross the plains to nssist In squashing
the hostile fribes of Indians then on the war path in Dakota, Wyo-
ming and. Montana, instead of being mustered out ss were hun-

- dreds of reghments whose service had not been half so long and hard |

as ours, the wrath and indlgnation of some of the older men, who
hud t'uu'nlly ties at home, knew no bounds. But with many of us
younger boys the news was received with demonstrations of joy.
Visions of *sealps,”’ wild * ponies,” * buffalos,” and love among
the little “=quaws '—perhaps marriage among some of the dusky

“dwughters of the Rocky Mountalns, And then fighting Indians
(w':m'-ld ba ¢hild’s Klay compured with the stern realities of war

through which we had just pussed, All these and many other plous
ﬂ]l()u;l‘ltﬁ filled our young minds until we really feared that the pro-

teets Of the older members of the reglment might prevall and the -

order be countermanded.

Leaving Washington City ubout the 16th of June, 1866, with all our
O quipments of war packed Into a train of box and hog
D the Bl ll)r) Raliroad, wilf:ﬁmr? ou:fselves in
full anll for the Grent West, to engage In u new kind of wariare,
Alt‘er being & few hours o’n the road we began to notlce fresh slgns

.
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of devastatlion and lEeneml ruin In muny of the little and some of thy
largs towns through which we passed,

“I'll bet my life,”’ sald one of the boys, *‘thut a New York regl-
ment has passed over this rond whthin the past few days.” Whisky
shops were gutted, groceries vud peanut stunds were riddled, and In
faot everything presented the nppenrance of having passed through
hurricane, or perhaps been shaken by un earthquake, ‘

Our traln stopped at Grafton, where the siorm seemed to have
struck {ts hardest blow, and we usked a dejected looking mun, who
seerned to have forelbly retired 1rom business, the ciuse of ull the
smashed up stores, ‘' Don't ye know? Why, the Twenty-first Now
York Cavalry stopped here nbout fifteen minutes yesterday, und hero
it fe. - It shows for itsolf. But I reckon the Government will muke
it all right.” "

And our train moved out, loaving the brokon merchant cussing
all roldiers In genernl and New York troops In partleulur. No then
we learned for the firat tlme that thls “ bummer” regliment wis bo.
fore us, and that they, too, were en route for the plaing, This wus
not cheering news for the boys, fur we had n groat contempt for this
regimont, whose subsequent history I will detull further on,

The summer of 1864, 76 and '6 marked o poriod of anusual purll to
the daring ploneers seeking homes In the Far West, Fn!lluwlng
upon the horrible massncres in Minnesotn in 1883, and the subso-
quoeant chustiserents Inflicted by the expeditions undor Gonerals 8ib-
ley and Sulleb In 1884, whereby the Indinnsg were driven from the
then western borders ot clvillzatlon In Town and Minnesotn, and the
white settlements of Dakota, In the Mlssour]l Valley, tha grent oml-
grant tralls to Idaho and Montana boeume the seenea of frosh outs
rages, and from the wild and almost Inaceosyible nuture of the coun-
try, pursuit and punlshment was almost Iimpossible. .

Then the Government had been sorely tuxed in her efforts to put
down the Rebellion, and the red men of the plains had hud tholr
own way to a great extent, DBut now the war In the South had come
to-an end, and Uncle Bam turned his attention to the wild hoys of
the West, who had been so unruly while the * Great Father” was
chastizing his subjects in the South,

Little did any of the four hundred men who composed all that was
left of that once proud and magnificent regiment think of the hard-
ships and perils that were 1n store for them in the land of the setting -
sun. Many who were of that little regiment died of scurvy, others
were frozen to death in the mountains, while others were killed and

their scalps now ornament the walls of the “tepe” of the noble red
man. .

But we go back to Parkersburg, Here weunshipped ourstitfand hun-

' gyy horses from their railroad Jarison, us we had done many tiines be-

ore. We crossed the Ohlo and many of us were in our native State,
for the first time for many months, ‘

What a difference we found In the hospltality of Virginia and Ohio

“people! Talk of your bonsted Virginia hospltality! Perhaps Vir-

Inia had, had her stomach overloaded with troops, and the burden
ad made her slek of them. Bo thatns It may, we met with the very
kindest of treatment all along the llne of the M.and'C, It. R., not-
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withstanding the aforesald New York bummers had passed over the
roud just ahead of us, and had grossly insulted and mistreated the
goud people, who mistonk them for a part of the Army of the Poto-
mac, and wanted to treat them kindly. )

At many of the towns along the road our train was stopped, where
great kettles of hot coffee and bean soup until you conldn’t rest (never
turn » cold shoulder on bean soup, boys,) had been prepared, and
thousands of pies and cords of ginger bread were lying in reserve for
us. Our stomachs being entire strangers to the latter, we found some
trouble in introducing the rich strangers, and more trouble in main-

" taining the new ncquuintances, At any rate, some of the hoys be-

came, as they declared, ' sea sick,” while others usserted that in their
‘* hcnest opinion they hud been pizened by Buckeyes.” But I think
now that the facts in the case were that pine top whisky, bean soup,

" coffee, dried apple pics and ginger bread, thoroughly stirred up by

the motion of the cars over a rough road, was a combination of deli-
cacies never intended by nature to lay tranquilly on the craw of
even a soldier, And unless that railroad cowpany used those cars
immediately after we vacated them for shipping hogs, they certainly
lost money in that transportation of troops.

At Cincinpati we were joined by the Third Massachusetts Cavalry,

 Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Twenty-first New York Cav-
< .alry. all destined for the seat of the Indian hostilities in the West,

and noder Major General Frank Wheaton.

A night parade through the streets of the Queen City, then a camp
during the remainder of the night on the streets, and next morning

we were loaded into three trains bound for St. Louis via. the Ohio

and Mississippi Railroad.

Had not a dreadful collision occeurred near Carlisle, Ill., in which
we lost several men and pearly all our horses, the trip would not be
worth noticing. Reader, have you ever witnessed a collision of
railroad trains loaded with soldiers and all their munitions of war,
together with several hundred horses? If not, don’t pine for the

- spectacle. It is one of those things which it is easier to imagine than

look upon. )
Colling Station 18 a little village oo the O. and M. R. R., and is
situate three miles east of Carlisle, a thriving town on the same road.
It was -eleven o’clock at night when our train halted at Collins

 Station to await orders, We were an extra train and running * out

of time.”” The order soon came to run down (o Carlisle and pass an
e¢ast bound train lyiog on the switch. : '

About the sume moment the conductor of the east bound train
received an order to walt on the siding until our train would pass.
He was told by the operator who gave him the order that the west
buund train was loaded with “ Yankee troops.’’ .

"I his conductor had but a few months before held a commission as
caplaio in a Missouri rebel regiment, and of course still held a grudge
against the men who had borne a part in wipiong out his little South-
ern Confederacy. In tact, his treacherous heart yearned for revenge.

Here was such an opportunity as would never be afforded again.
Stepping dewn to his engineer, he ordered him to run with all speed
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ul%ito Collins Statlon, where he would pass an extra freight on the
siding. i ‘ .

Immediately his train moved on to the main track, making all
sgeeﬂ for Collins Btation, So it will be seen that the two trains left
the two stations about the same moment, each engineer thinking that
he is to make good time, and that the other is walting for him to
pass, ] :

Half-way between the towns is a trestle work a half-mile In length
across a vast swamp. On this the collision oceurred.

But I can better describe the scene by my own observation and
personal experience. It was now midnight, and dark as Eg_w,;gt.
Nearly every man on our train was in the *land of repose.” e
were in box cars. Behind the train wus n passenger coach, in which
the officers were stored. My company occupied the third car from

o the rear. The next car in advance of ours was filled with two com-

panies. Then there were eight or ten cars immediately behind the
engine fllled with horses and eguipage. ; ‘

I had taken off my boots and made a pillow of them. We were . .

“*sardined” upon the floor of that car as compactly as was possible,
No mnan could turn over without the consent of the whole squad, and
then the order * right spoon’ or ‘left spoon” had first to he given,
80 that all turn at once, when a general flopping over followed, not,
however, without u good deal of * cussing " by those who had to be
“waked” in order to successiully execute the command.

Suddenly the sbrill scream of a whistle is heard, then another—only
two-—in close succession. Then a terrific shock—a crash--a erash—
then a dead halt. The very earth seems to quake and tremble. In
an instant we are rushing to and ire in wild confusion, Nothing can
he seen. Presently a side door is pushed open and a man leaps out
into the durkness—down, down, he falls, sixty feet,into the marsh and
among the logs that lle beneath us,

One glance out, and we see fire falling from the engine, and real:
ize at a glance that we are upon 4 high bridge. Thedoor is closed im-
mediately. Now the hissing of steam, the dying groans and prayers
of wounded and mangled men, the struggles and hard breathing of
hundreds of horses are borne to our ears, and we begin to realize that
a terrible accident has occurred. '

Now the sound of voices is audible. Those who have escaped un-
hurt begin to cust about for some means of escape. The alarming
fact that we were upon a high trestle was communicated one to an-
other. Then the cry was raised that the bridge and wreck were on
fire, and that the bridge would soon fall. This caused a stampede,
and several men were hurt in the rush that followed. Every man on
that bridge fully believed that the whole mass would go down to-
gether hefore we could possibly escape.

For the first time since the battle of Winchester I tried with all my
heart to feel religions, But I found that my desire to reach the
“‘shore” at the east end of the bridge far out-weighed my longing to
plant my feet firmly upon the shore of that “bourne from which no
traveler ever does get back.” Perhaps it was because 1 realized that
I was much nearer the earth than the heavenly land.

But while I was preparing to meet the end, which I thought would
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“soon come, some of the boys seized their carbines, and with the butt

enfls commenced to smash in the end of the car. Snon u hole ap-
peared, and in a twinkling the end of that car was demolished, and
we were climbing to the roof. Running to the rear of the train we
fuund several hundred men upon the top und inside the officers’ car.
Here a dim lamp was procured, and by its light we commenced an
extremely perilous trip back over the trestle work, not knowing how
far or when the land would be reached.

Such u spectacle was never seen before nor since. In fact, it was
too dark to besecn on that night. Thers were nearly four hundred
of us—a general, colonel, lieutenant-colonel, two majors, several cap-
tnins and lieutenants—all together, astraddle of the twa rails “ craw-
fishing !’ it, for none dared to attempt to walk the ties in the dark-
ness, ‘

To add to our already embarrassing situation, a suddeu guat of

* wind put an end to our light, and we found that we were in for the

rest of the journey aided only by instincet. It was+ an hour of intense
horror, which oo pen can portray, no tongue can tell. .

This all occurred in less time than I could write two lines of this
narrative, .

We had proceeded in this way nearly a quartet of a mile, making
as rapid strides as possible, when the advance sent back the glad
tidings that land had been discovered,and soon we stepped with weuk.
one by one, upon terra firmw, with a fervent *‘thank God’ for our
safe delivery.

Now our thoughts are wholly turned upon the work before us of
resculng our unfortunate comrades.. We now stand upon 4 bhigh till
and cast our eyes in the direction of the wreck and try to scwn the
gltuation. .

Our hearts are melted by the sounds which arise frum the debris
away down in the swamp below us. A bright light flashes up near
the englines and reveals the surroundings. It 13 the heacon light to
guide us to the rescue. Then a volce is heard: “Help! help! In God’s
name, help! The bridge I3 on flre ”

The burning embers fall down, down untll the wreck beuveath ls
{znited and a lurid light illuminates the terrible scene.  We are now
able tosee our way, and we hasten down the embunkment und nre
goon among the debris assisting the living and removing the dend.
1 remembered the man who jumped from the car when the collision
occurred, and by the nid of & torch light we found him, Ina half-
itooplng poslsition—dead. He was u Sergeant by the name of Ash-

nurn,

In an hour after the accident the towns of Curlysle and Collina
Station, and all the surrounding neighborhood, wera depopulated and
the people massed at the scene of the disaster, Such a throng of peo-
ple had never before been gathered togeiher In that section of the
country, especially at midnight.

By theald of a thousand willing hands, the flames were soon ex-
tinguished, the wounded cared for, and the dead gathered up.

The cry for help which had been heard came from the engineer of
our train, His legs were securely fastened between the tender and
boiler, which had been -jammed together, and by the light of the
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i ‘slowly burning bridge his pallid face could plaloly be seen haﬁgln '

from the cab wilndow, and his now faint volce oould be heard plead-
ing for assistance, It wus more than nnly; man could stand, and sev-
eral of the boys attempted to climb to hlin at the risk of thelr own
lives, for It was thought that the whle structure would full before
morning.

After repeated efforts one of our men reached, and mede every
effort to release him, but, alas! to no purpse, He died while giving
n mesgage to be delivered to his young wife and child, and his white
fuce dropped and hung lifeless by the window of his engine,

The firemun’s body had been severed, and his lower limbs and part
of his body hung beneath the bridge by his suspenders—a ghastly
slght for his wife to look upon when she arrived by special train
from St, Louils the next morning. ;

Underneath the trestle, on either side, were vast beaps of dead and
crippled horses, together with the debris of eight cars which had con-
veyed them to'the scene of their death. Fortunately for us the horse
cars were in ndvance, nnd of course saved us from total destruction,

A forage car containlng corn and hay and a half dozon men had
gone with the wreck, These men were all killed. Ths twoen-
gines seemed to have almost buried themselves in each other, while
the rear ears of both trains were still upon the trick.

An onterprising photographer was early upon the spot, and photo-
graphed the wreek nnd sold about one thoussand pictures at tlfty cents
cach, ns we aftewurds learned, ®

Upon the trestle noar our engine lay a fow dead horses, upo which
tho bottom of & cir securely rested, ‘The sides had fallen irom this
car, dragying with them all the horses It contained —save one There

he stood like a marble statue  This horse belonged toa Nergeant
-Cabel, who called him "G iribadl.”? Everybody knew this horss, and

respeeted him for his noble qu lities, Cabal loved him and was loved

Ao turn by “Garibaldl,”

Tho old mastang had carried his master throuh two yeird of hard-
ship, and wis never known to flicker, and eould llve ng long on wind
and go as far In w week as uny horse in the army of the Potonac, He
had stood by his moster in many tight places--walting patioutly In o
fence corner for hours for his wayward master to “get sober, vn mora
than one ocension—and now, could Cabel desert him? Not muchl
He would listen to' none of the propositlons suggosted “to put the
horse out of his mivery;"” but hastened to Curlysle nnd soon returned

with block and tackle, and by the nid of hundreds of volunteors, the -

old pony was lowered to the ground umidst the deafening shouts of
eight thousand sympathetic souls, This old muslang has w further
history, which 1 will relate further on,

The wounded men were kindly taken care of by the good people of
Carlysle, a3 indced were all who wished to avall themselves of the

~ profiered hospitality., lingines were soon brought from Ciocinnati

and 8t. Louis, and by night the track was cleared. Out of the thirty-
three horses in my company but one remuained--“Garibaldi.” -
Of course you ask what became of the rebel captain, I canft tell
you. For a'whole duy woesearched the woods and every coraer 1n the
town, but could gain no clew. One thing was evident, ho never got

it

S R B R A ot R A S T e s o S e Bipdy, i e

ON THE PLAINS IN '65. 138

on his traln after giving his en-.zlneﬂr-hls orders. Huwl we found him
hig carenss would have dangled in the alr beneath that fatal bridge, '
Leaving our wounded to the tender cars of the good people, and

g{teﬁ b&grying our dead in sorrow, we embarked on another train for.
s L8,

CHAPTER Il

Up the Turbid Missouri--Ten Days Exposed to a Drenching Rain--The
Boat i BEnagged, and the Boys Jump Overboard—Musing Upon
the Past—The Boys Btampede a Herd of Cattle and Run Them Into
a Cirous—Great Excitement, in Which the Cash Box is Missing--
The Twenty-firest New York Move, but the Sixth West Virginia

Disobey the Order,
°

At Bt, Louls we embarked on an old hulk of‘a. steamer destined for
the Missourl river, and thence to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas—our

. starting polnt over the plains to the mountaing—a distance of twelve

huRdr(ad miles,
voyagze up the Missourl River s a fine thing to contemplate, but
altogether a drﬁ'erent thing to experlence. g EH

I had made the trip with & company of emlgrants seven years be-
fore—when but n mere hoy—a {Jart of the way on the deck of the old
“William Ruesell,” and I still held some unpleasant recolleetions of
muddy ‘water, sand bars and snags, and the slnking of our steamer
insix Inches of water, and of waiting slx long duys for a boat to come
tolmk::r ass[sti:lm('.{a . §

ave waded through many years of untold hardships, but I now

think that this second trip up the turbid Missourl wusla the most un-
comfortable soldiering we had ever experienced. The boat was llter-
ally packed from stem to stern with troops and horses, there being a
part of several reglments on board. {v{y company, with several
others, were quartered on the hurricane deck, TLe first several days
the raln eame down upon us in torrents. For shelter we pitched our
tents all over the roof, But they afforded but poor protection, as we
could not **ditch’ around them, and the water ran under us and way
taken up by our heavy blunkets,

To add to our discomfort a ¢yelone struck us one cold, wet night,
and tore the last vestige of our tents from their fastenings and carried
them Into the surging muddy weater, From that time until we reached
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Kansas Clty we were drenched aod soaked, and many of the boys for
the first time iu muny months, had thelr uniforms wushed.

To add to all this, we had but one stove—an old sheet iron thing—
upon which two or three hundred men had to do thelr cooklng, Fur
eight or ten duys and nights this was covered with cups and camp
kettles, It wus against the rules tofry meat—that could be eaten raw §
but coffee must be cooked. :

"It was delicious coffee. It looked rich and good, having the appenr-
ance of belng well “creamed;” but after drinking a fow quarts it was
positively neccisury to take o chew of tobaccu o order to kill the bad
- taste, ‘ :

The day we passed Kuansas Clty the storm *‘let up,” and the glo-
rious sun came out wuarm and benutiful—n raost beautiful sight.
Then such & drying of clothes uod blankets I That boat lookod llke u

buge “Junk boa é’h with all the old rags in creation, It wusa siri}b '
gh

to make even a Chinuman blush, Xvery available hog chaln, us h
s o pike pole could reach, wus turned into o clothes line, All the
railings, and even the ﬁilot house, were brought Into requisition, and
the boys took turns nt holding their blankets arcund the smoke stack.
They made hay while the sun shone.

1t wns u day of thanksgiving for the festive grayback. They, too,
were warmed Into new life, and marshaled their innumerable hosts
on the sunpy side of the blankets and old shirts, and basked in the
warm supshine, gathering strength for the next onslaught.

The might following was clear and pleasant, We had all “apooned’,

. down together, and were muking up for lost time at a splendid rate,
when a crush and ringing of bells below awoke us rather abruptly.
In and instant all was uproar and confusion, in which a few men fell
overboard.

“The boat is wrecked!” “Boys, she Is bound to sink!” *'Graba
root!” “Sink or swim!” and many other expressions could be heard
as the mass of excited men rushed to and fro in the darkness,

Some one ordered the horses to be cut loose and shoved overboard.
Amidst the confusion I, with many others, had clambered over the
guard rails and down the sides of the boat to the lower deck, which
became so densely packed that many were shoved into the water.

Then over went & horse, then another, until a balf a dozen or more
were in the river. Then the bass voice of 4 man arose from out of the
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the cabln by the snwg. On cutting his helter, he dropped “right side
up with care,” and reveaved himeelf to be old **Garabaldl.” He had
made another narrow ocscape, and thus increased in value (in the estl-
imtion of his master) to **one thoueand dollars.” :

Morning dawned, the snag was removed, and in the meantime some
of the men wentashore in search of their stock, which was soon found
quietly grazing on the rich Kansas graas,

"T'he next duy we disembarked at Fort Leavenworth, and I, with
suppressed emotlonal feelings, realized thut I once mnore stood upon

‘the dear goll of my bhoyhood days—the soil which contained the

remaing of a dear mother, -

I had formed a wild love for Knnsus in early youth, when the Kaw
Pottowottomy and other half-wild Indinng lived along the woode
banks of the Xansas river, Four yoars of boylsh life filled with sports
und wild oxcitemnonts hud been spont here, which now seemed likeo a

- dream of long ago.

Who does not 1ike the' seenes of his youth? Where fs the man so0
happy and contented that ho would not gladly go buck to buyhood
days and live that Iife over nuain ¥

All through the lony Journey across the “States” I had been musing
upon this early life, Meenes und ineldents wero recatled.  Fumiliar
forms und happy fuces constantly flitted before me, reealling wany
happy days spent in that land which I was aguin scon to reach,

In my imagination I again sat upon the bunks of the Kuw and cast
my hook into the stream. Awain I drew it upto put on a fresh “balt,”
to renew my efforts to catch the fish which I never caught. Again I
saw the long single file of half-clad Indians as they forded the stream,
Then I seemed to again see them plucking the blushing blue grapes
and filling their rude baskets, for which they expected to obtein a
necia aspii,

But now, after landing, how changed the scene! True, I was yet along
way from my old home, but things and places which I had known so
wellat Leavenworth had all changed—orperhavs Thad changed. JTow-
éver it was, I felt a melancholy similar to that of Enoch Arden
when he returned to hisold home after an absence of ten years, und
found his wife the wife of another.

I wished again that I mitsght go overacross the country to the
banks of the Wakarusha and watch the endless string of wagons -

contpining emigrants and provisions for the forts and country be-
yond the Rocky Mountains. I remembered how in my boyish
loveof the wild and romantic, I hud e¢nvied the wagon muster, his
mule and Mexican saddle, and long heavy whip, and large gingling
spurs. But all this had passed, and I tried in vain to forget the past
and make the best of the present.

But I have uaintentionally drifted into this channel, and will now
take the reader back to the camp atLeavenworth., I am anxious to
get onto the plains with those who will follow me, but we must oot
leave Fort Leavenworth without telling of the mutiny which oc-
curred here.

I fain would pass over this unfortunate occurrence, for it is nota
very pleasant reflection to remember that a regiment that had served
through nearly five years wilhout a spot or blemish to tarnish a

_ depths of the muddy waters, and could be heard above the din and
confusion:

*“What in the —— are you doing there? Don’t launch any more
horses over here. ’Taint « foot deep I"

Ip a little while our old comrade Cahall was hauled.on board, with
all the others who had fallen into the water. No one was hurt. Quiet
‘was soon restored, aud what at first seemed to be a dreadful accident
became a good joke, especially on those who had been “ducked.”

An inspectiou of the boat revealed the fact that she lay on a sand-
bar with a large snag running through her larboard wheel-house, which -
had completely demolished the cooking department.

. Justaft of the wheel-house were several horses. One of these had
been caught by a prong of the snag in its nscent, and was found stand-
ing on his hind feet with his head up in the hole made in the floor of
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hard earned fame should engage in mutiny. But the circumstances
which occasioned 1t were ample excuse for these who participated.

Qur first order after getting setiled in camp was to *‘turn over”
our American horses and “draw” ponies, The turning over process
was & light Job for us. Our horses had beeun ‘‘turned over” (the
bridge) at Carlyle, But the “drawing” wasa bard job. The corral

about thirty acresin extent, contained about ouethousand"bmnchos." ;

Some were good; some were not so good. They had, many of them,
been captured or confiscated from the hostile Indians on the plains,
and a8 a result were notaccustomed to the ways and manners of the
pale face. They had to be caught with a *lasso.”

- " Indian ponies were better calculated for the use of cavalry on the
plains than “Americuno’ horses. His powers of endurance were
truly wonderful. 1 never knew a pooy to give out. He can travel a
greater distance and carry aload in aday, or week, or all the time,
for that matter, and do it on less rations than- any other llviog ani-
mal.

We saw some little scrawny rats out on theplains which had been

In the mall service for years and seemed to grow fat on it; Duriog

the spring, summer and fall they receive no grain at all, but subslst
“on grass und wind. :

A few daysafter our arrival we went over to the corral to pick from
the herd. Catching them proved to te fine sport, especially to the
“pullwhackers’ and ‘“*cowhboys” who lounged around and watched
our awkwardefforts at throwing the lariette.

But a half-breed Indian who had charge of the stock, came to the
* rescue on un old split-eared pony which seemed to take especiul de-
light in chasing and capturing his wild country cousins. He was
“broughtup in the lasso business and knew Just when to rush in and
the exact moment to sit down and chokethe pesky rascal at the oth-
er end of the rope. .

By night we had secured enough ponies, and we returned to camp-

After exchanging our old trusty carbines tor seven shooter (Spen-
cer) carbines,and addiong a forty foot picket rope and iron pin to our
equipage, we were again ready for business, -

Kach regiment had assigned for its use a mule train of twenty-
seven wagons, siX mules to the wagzon. These were for the trangpor-
tation of rations, tents and tools, and material for the construction
of block houses and stockades, together with a supply of forage for
mules and ponles.

Durineg our short encum‘gment here we were Joined by the lst and
6th Michigan Cavalry. hile lying in camp and muking prepara-
. tions for a long march and hard winter, an incident oceurred which I
mugt relate to show how naughty the boys acted on certaln occasions,
Then I will give an account ol the mutiny.

A circus show landed at Leavenworth city, aud after giving an ex.
hibition there, came up to the fort, It proved to be an unlucky
place for that show. Our men had not been paid off for some
months, and of course were all “strapped;” but the pay rolls had
been signed, and we were to be paid on the day following.

A delegation of the boyd in eamp waited upon the manager and

E e S
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asked him to defer until the next day, But he could not—
for points above, and must go on. ’ s : o . el

The boys determined to have all the fun 'Iposalble out of the thing,
and play a part not on the programme. The menagerie part of the
sh?w was & very lame affair, inasmuch asan old lame elephant and
a ‘‘happy family’ composed all that feature of the show.

Nigh’t carae on, and the band played “Johony Come Marching
Home,” and “The Girl I Left Behind Me,” and a large crowd of
moneyless men gathered npon the outside of the canvas. Presently
some one plucked me out to one side and pointed to a large slit in the
canvas. It was enough; we had been there before. Following my

_ venturesome guide, we were soon under the seats, and patiently wait-

ing for the clown to make his appearance.

We had not been enightened as to what was going on just down
the road a mile distant; hence we feltserene and happy. The show
commenced. The ‘‘grand entry” was just over, when the clown
made his appearance with the usual jokes, But suddenly he stops
short and seemed to have lost his place.

The ground trembles, und there is 8 sound as of distant thunder,
Now it comes nearer and nearer, Every face is blanched and every
heart stands still, The showinen look each other in the face, but not
a word escapes the lips of anyone. The old elephant lashes the
ground with his (runk, and tries to break his chains. The “happy
family” all at once stir up a regular family row, and in an
intant monkey, cats, dogs, snakes, &e., are engaged in a dreadful
dendly fight. Now the entire audlence loses their balance and com-
mence to jostle each other about,

All at once the seats come down with a crash, It was a moment
of intense horror. But only for a moment. Now the ground seems
to shake with greater violence; the crowd outside are runing to and

. fro; the strupge and awful sound increamses, And all at once the

truth dawned upon us, and the shout goes up, “st ! stam i
This intensified the horror. " v SRS PRI

I had seen stampedes before, and for an instant I felt my head reel
and my senses leave me—only for an instant, and then I saw stars,
The canvas was gone, and we lay in heaps upon the ground. Such a
seene cannot be described, or even imagined. The whole occurrence
took place in one minute. )

The tent was cragged for some distance, taking in its folds horses,
men in striped suits, wagons, seats, and carrying them for some dis-
tance, Then it wus dropped, and the frightened herd of cattle,
horses, mules, ponies, &e., with the old elephant bringing up the rear,
dragging his heavy chain’ attached to one fore foot—all went pell
mell down the plain toward the city, This chain with a large post at
Its end, was a dreadful weapon in the hand of an elephant, and many

were the Mexlean steers and Indian ponies which came within ifs
deadly sweep.

I regret to say that the ticket office was upset and robbed of several
bundred dollars, although this was likely done by those who had
nothiog to do with the stampede. ' :

Several days were consumed in gathering up the stock belonging
to the show, in which search we all Jjoined. WIith the exception of
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some broken 1imbs and many brulses, no more bodily harm occurred, '

although 1t was regarded us miraculous that we were not all killed,

The cattle which stampeded belonged to a frelght train in camp

near the fort, and destined for Fort Unlon, New Mexlco, They
“were started by the use of buffalo robes thrown over two or three
mounted men, who rushed lato the herd.

In justice to the officers In comwand Itis well tostate that they
made an effort to bring the guilty parties to punishment, but they
could not be feund, and the enraged showmen left Fort Leavenworth
swearing eternal vengeance on all the troops at thatplace. The show-
men made capital out of the thing though, for they went from place
to place telling that they had lost three elephants, four lions, and all

- their camels and dromedaries in that stampede.

The next day after the show several regiments, locluding the Bixth
West Virginia cavalry were paid off. This proved to be a blunder, a8
the sequel will show.

It will boe remembered that the 6th West Virginia, 8d Massachusetts
14th Ponnsylvanin, 21st Now York and the 1st and 0th Michigan—all
cavalry rogiments—were in camp at this time at Fort Leavenworth,
with marching orders for the plains and Rocky mountning, in the
territories of Nebraskn, Colorado, Dukota, Wyoming, Utah and Mon-
tana. 2

It was intended that all these regiments should march through aa far
as Fort Kearney, Nebraska, together, It was evident thut General
Wheaton was contemplating trouble, and that the whole command
would refuse to move.  In fact it soon became a fixed fact, and was
publicly talked of by the troops and understood by the officers that the
order would not ba obeyed. Then it leaked out that secret meetings
were being held nightly by some of the regiments, I had attended
none of these meetings up to this time, but one evening a Sergeant
came through camp giving notice that every man would be expocted
to ineﬁt in the woods, a few hundred yards dlstant, that night at ten
o'clock.

Some time after dark the camp became thinned out, until but few of
us remained. As for myself I had determined to take no stock In the

roceedings or 1ts results, but had made up my mind _to follow Col. R,
II)E. Fleming, my commanding officer, wherever he ordered to go.

However, with a view to finding out just what grounds the boys had
for engaging in & mutiny, I sauntered out to the place of rendezvous,
Here I found a large delegation from all the commuands. The little
Bergeant, whose name I do not remember, called the meeting to order.
T{o was the same who had glven notice of the meeting, Ho proceeded
to set forth in flaunting tones the many rensons why we should not be
gent out over the plains,

First, many of the men lad enlisted at the breaking out of the war; .

had served three months, then three ycars, then re-enlisted agnin for
three years, or “during the war. Poace had been declared, the wa
was over, and we should be mustered out. ‘

Then again, he argued that we bad not enlisted to flght Indians, and
that our service was to be in the United States and not in_ the terri-
torles, He then closed by assorting that we were ordered West by
misrepresentation of our officers to the War Department; that the
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department had been led to believe that we were anxious to go West
and did not want to be discharged, : =

His speech had the desired effect, and before the meeting elosed a i

mutual understanding was effected, and a positiv ree t

th_:z[\t jwt 8 l-ntu.n should move. j HESEREIR L et
In Justice to a large number of the young men of my regiment, my-

self Included, I will say that we declined to take any pu.rtii:n the ;neg;.

‘ ing, but determined to obey orders right or wrong.

Of course our commander knew of these resolutions and the agree-
ment, and as a result we were put under the strictest digeipline. Camp
gl;nﬂrds were put on, and no one allowed to go outside the lines without

DABS. : - )

No whiskey was allowed In camp. At least such were the orders;
but I saw tricks resorted to by tho 21st New York Cavalry which I
never saw before, although we were well versed In smuggling whisky. -
Rabblts were plentiful down tho river, and passes wore given the men
occasionally to go rabblt hunting. When they returned their pockets
wore always searched by the ecamp guard for the ardent, and ol course
never foand, Into camp they would march, with guns at o “right
shoulder shift,” muzzle pointing up. Then into tho little tonts, and
the gun was passed around, each one taking a pull at the muzzle, and
many of them got more than “half shot” and sometimes badly wounded,
who never heard the crack of a gun in the hands of a rebel.

Another device was to go to the river to wash blankets. After wash-
ing, go to a ncighboring saloon, buy u gallon, put it in a bucket, put
the bianket in the bucket also, and souse it up and down until all the
precious fluid is absorbed, then rush off for the camp, and once in camp
wring it out into a camp kettle, and all get drunk, It is strange how
often some of the blankets had to be washed, and how hard these New
York bummers would work at the wringing proccss. I have seen a
hlﬁnl;:’et literally twisted to picces in tho cffort to squeezc ‘‘one more
drop” outof the woolly thing. It wn3somo timo before the officers
could find out how these men got liquor into eamp,

One day o very respectable looking Irish girl came Into eamp with o
basket of cukes and dyspeptie looking pics to scll to the boys, She was
searched by the guard und allowed to pass in.

After selling out her little *'blind,” as she afterwards termed it, she
set down in a large Sibley tent. As she dropped onto the stool a jing-
11;12' kind of sound was heard, and the boys in the tent at once took the
hint, Bhe sat for some time watching a game of cards, and oceaslonally
offered some valuable hints as how corlnin eards should be played.

Finally one of the boys ventured to suggest that if he could only
get a ltfle something to elear up his mind he might be uble to play
hls cards better.

“T've got a wee drop of the eritter by me now, boys; which ov ye
want to pay me fur me trouble? ye can have fur the asken.”

“I'Jl take that trick right now,” sald one wfthe boys, ns he went
?ow?”in his pocket after the seript. **Where have you the liquor, me
ove

“Tt’s underneath me dress, bedad; tled to me hoop skirt,” and as
she spoke she very modestly lifted her dress to an Immodest height
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and we are astonlshed thatall the buttes on the north side of the river

are awarming with redskins,
We agalin open fire upon them with our Bpencer carblne and sur-

‘ prise them by throwing sand In thelr faces n mile awa.r They beat

# hasty retreat to the back hilly, und we strlag out aloog the river

. bank in line of battle, Our Wanlbago scouts ure now sent over the

river to draw them within range of our guns. Oace they charged up-
on our scouts from different polnts, buta well directad volley from.

: ourc{zuns seattered them right and left through the bluffs, leaving be-

hind them several dead bucks and sowe of thelr best ponles either
killed or wounded.

Our force 13 small and we have too much property at stake to force
them Into an engagement, and hence our commander determlined to
act only on the delensive.

For several hours our Indlan scouts, reinforced by the famous Bill
Purdy and his scouts, kept up a running fight at long range, for It
was Impossible to get within pistol shot of them, For several hours
the fight 13 kept up, and ocensionally an Indian would full, but he
would immediately be thrown upon the back of a pony nnd carrled
off. Indians never let their dead or wounded full Into the hands of
an enemy when It can be prevented. About 8 o’clock in the morn-
ing & large red flag or blanket was raised on the end of & tent pole on
one of the highest bluffs, and then we can plalnly see them hasten-
{ng from every bluff in that direction. We are now confident that a

‘hard battle is to be fought, with fearful odds against us, They were

out of range of our guns, and for an hour we watched their move-
ments with intense interest,

While we were thus engaged a prolonged war-whoop fs heard in
our rear on the bluffs through which we hud passed only u few hours
before. The yell was taken up by others on the neighboriog hills nod
for 1 moment we are led to believe that we were entirely surrounded;
Wao now turned our attention to the Indluns in our rear, and without
walting for erders, started in hot pursuit throngh the blusff, A dlvi-
gion of emigrant and transportution traing have come up and have
worraled thelr wagons and secured their stock within the euclosnre,
We are somewhat relnforced In number by their force, and we feel

reassured by thelr presence, The Indians were wrmed-with bows and -

arrows, but occasfonally an old wusket gleamed in the sunlight nand
belched forth In tones of thunder from some far off bluff, They had
a large number of old guns, but fortunately for us they were out of
ammunition,

Once while a squad of our cavalry were In puarsult of several hun-
dred warrlors they were surprised by a band of seventy-flve warrlors
who suddenly flled out from’ behind a bill and made a sudden dash
upon them. Running within fifty yards and lving flat upon thelr
ponies they discharged arrow after arrow under the necks of their
ponies, which whizzed past the heads of our boys and fell harmless
on the ground beyond. The cavalry returned the fire with their re-

volvers, and a chief of the band fled to the bluifs with his leg dang- -

line helpless from his side. :
While we were engaged in this skirmish the whole band of Soulx
crossed the rlverand went pell-mell for the hills, taking with them their
women and children, and thus they escaped and crossed the great
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. Platte trall, and were safe agaln on the lonely desert on the way to

Western Kansas on & grand bufful o hunt
wh
fonlea with meat for thelr winter supply an theen“z'em?g llr?%gethﬁllr '
n ﬂgelr flight they lost many robes and lankets, which were gathere(f
Tl Aty vagke s AT andiod the o oarrcred they wore alive .
R a battle o California Crossing, of
which the Wheellng and all th 1
acggum undbetr ﬂgmﬁng d gﬂ dhnees\?’est Virglela papersgave a glowlugr
It wus a big battle where we lost uot a man nor
my, nelther could we tell how many we had woundga ;lrlzaegl:ll:l e?:;
él:leagezv&r:lborgf a(}r;.\;v ggrnlgeltr con?rades. " We had, however, secue-
u
w!aich wethrew away as wortt?l%gs?a Wllsold o pack Shddish,
Thls force of Indlans were n part of the Bloux trlbe and were com-

. manded by the big chiéf, 8tanding Elk, During the followlng winter

we made peace with thls same tribe of redskinsut Fort La
r
E;Qtﬁgggegobmgme }t:gg{timtlt:)te(z wilth Stelmdlng Elkl]and tou%tcllﬂl?fu\lv a'.
- ot ulon
wqg‘te thatpl c'rinan’s historv ‘l"zurther og.c evemiin: when JEiRk: 3
For a few days we traveled onin company w
trains, camping at night with a heavy guar?i a’t:ounghusae:x?aa}n?ltrlégt
ing by day, flanked by our Indianscouts and a detachment of our regi-
mgnt. The third day afier the fight we arrived at J ulesburg, Colo-
rado, afterward called Fort Sedgwick, in honor of General Bedg-

ck,
‘With Flion, Cal, (our negro boy) and a comrade b
of Wesley Howell { wandered off the road some distingg?o 2%2;
town whose suburbs ran down to the roadside. As we had been
passing elong we had seen hundreds of these little yellow pups sit-
tlngupon the holes, and had llstened to thelr ‘little weak bark, We
had wasted hundreds of Uncle Sam’s catridges upon them but had
_f%iled every time and now we determined upon a new plan, Drown
.them out, yes we could take a camp kettle and a few sacks, and of
course soon get the sacks full, 8o on this bright morning we took

* with usthese trapsand after going half a mile from the road, we

halted 1n the thickest part of the vast cit, ]
C y of dops and a
Cal upon a bluffto act as plcket, we selected %hree holrttagr 3?:113?;%3-
peared to connect under the ground. Two of these we stretched the
ﬁlmthﬂ of our sacks over, Flinn holding one and I the other, while
owell poured the water which was dipped from a pool near b

For some time our efforts seemed lost and we were li)ecomlng dl);:
coura ed when Flinn jumped clear of the ground and exclaimed :
e é)la};ll\fggeaﬁlﬁe sack’s fulluv’em. I’'ve got the futhor and moth-
il chlldren—yes, be gorray, and we'velbagged oneof Lhe

‘There was & commotion In Flinn's sack, and so he clinched its

: ﬁggtgf?vll?zg.om hands and held itiup, and we plainly heard the flap-

“ There’s a bird there sure, for divil the wings have do
. Qlve
g:l:i éixgrend g’f the halter till I fasten them sumcﬁntly—qulﬁ if not

*Fo' millions ob " :
felghtoned ome Ob Loglns,” yelled Cal, as he dashed past us like s
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. wyain't no time to be foolin’ heah boss, mount de ponies an’ glt, -
' fo!lt')r;]nd%snn(ingﬁa for I'se gittin’ Iis,” and he put spurs to his old

eft us wondering what his strange actlonsg could mean.
.Buntywaengldln"f stop long to investigate; quickly straddling our mug-
tangs and leaving the cam{; kettle for thedogs, we ran to a neigh-
borlng -hill, and the sight that met our eyes made our bl%od run
cold. We looked for a moment in the direction in which the com-
mand had marched, and we could see a dense cloud of dust, and scaes
tered out on the bluffs were plainly visible & number of mount
men all on adead charge.‘evldentli chasing something, but Wha'i) it
was could not be seen. We never had seen such a Floud of dust be-
fere. ‘The afr was thick with it. The Sioux of ‘‘California Cross-

fng" at once flashed before our minds, and we were confldent that -

.re into It hot and heavy. But whers were we? We
:-?)31303:\3 E?;r shot after shot, and slthough they were several miles
distant we thought we could bear the yells of the Indiana, it sl

«I'd glve me dogs an’ il the game in me sack i( [ coui e m g
the boys this minute, sure an’ I would, bedad., Devil a bit wou

" . left the road if I’d thought about the pesky redskins.”

‘ ed at Flinn as he spoke, and in spite of our hopeless
sl&?lg:} ‘Igg léould not help but laugh when we discovered the old
sack of prairie dogs which in his hasty retreat he still held on to.

Looking back we could gee Cul, away in the distance, making rap-
id strides toward a wagon train six or elght miles back on the trail

- over which we had traveled.

med a little perilous, but after some deliberation
Wl? ggteg:%tnlgg tge?mrsue the regpiement and if possible save ourselves

thought would bea bold dash. _
bysgcl;llggl:mfh:thgflf garblnse contained seven catridges and that onr

‘Remington revolvers werein good fighting condition, we start in full

tilt for the road. Reaching this we were entirely hidden from view

by the dust. It was stifiing, and once I thought my breath was gone

Id sarely choke to death, Ruuniog for some miles in
%l?l% tgz;*lamnl];ee;mg s\'vell together, we suddenly come upon a man
lying by the roadside, bleeding from several wounds, He was not
d);ad but wounded. We all etopged and supposing him to be one of
our t;oys we determined to save him if possible from falling into the
hands of the enemy. He was so covered with dust that we could
not recognize him, and we asked him who he was,
4 QOh! On!’ouch, I'm one of the 21st New York,"” he replied.
s« What’s the 21st doing here,” we asked in surprise,
“Why thi}isi-.lglesb}?l’i;g."
o '3 Julesbur -
"giléet:.{a aghead of yo‘fx. Can one of you give me a drink ”m X And as
1 stooped togive him & puliat my canteen, Flinn remarked : o
" wDivil a drap of wather would Igive any 21st New Yorker. =
The dust had now cleared away and never were we more surpris

. than when we saw a dozen old dingy log huts and some tents and a

flour and grain a hundred yards before us,
vazt;écl:h%i‘sggli&ﬂ’as J u!esbl%rg, the ““City of the Plains.”” But wha&
was all this running for, and why these wounded men by the roa

gide? It wassome minutes before we could fully understand the sit- .

uation.
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- The Twenty-first New York cavulry had reached this post a week
before and had been lying in camp. They had not committed uny
robberles for some time simply for the want of something to rob, und
they had concluded to raid on the sutler- und commissary depart-
ment. Ourregiment happened to be approachlng Julesburg just in
time to nip thelr scheme in the hud. A messenger was dispatched,
who met our command, and we arrived in tiwe to save the post-
trader. Beveral shots wers exchunged and a few New Yorkers
found quarters in the hospital, .

The old French sutler felt very grateful and guve the boys a treat
in the shape of whisky, tobacco und cigars,

Here we went into camp near the rick of flour, where weremained
for four weeks,—the first nlght on our arms, as did the 21st. They
had mude threats which justified the opinlon that an attuck would
be made upon us before mornlng and we determined to sell out wt
the higheat market price. The next day the 2Ist were ordered to
Balt Lake City, where they afterward committed depredationsagainst
the Mormons, und were finally mustered out, many of them, dishon-
orably with the loss of all pay and allowances. We saw a good
many of thewn tramping their way back to the States with return
bull trains. some of them ragged und all out of money und living
like the wolves that follow these trains and eat the scrapsleft at their
camping places, .

“ What have you in your sack 2’ asked a Lieutonant of Flinn, afler
the exciterent was over. ‘

‘“Bure we captured the gurgiss ofthe burrow, and all the city coun-
cilmin of the city beyant.” -

“What's that you’ve got ?” said several volces at once, a3 a crowd
g{téhereg around Flinn, who never had once loosened his grip on the
old sack.

“Bedad it’s the father and mother and the whole litter of purps,
and some burds wheech the sergeant an’ mesilf drinched out uv a
hole in the dog-town beyant, an’ sure we'd u had every suck in the
wagon train full entirely, if the pesky nagger hadn’t lied about the
Iogins., Bedad will some of yes get a cracker box ’til we cage the
critterg?”?

A box was brought, and Flinn shook the contents of the sack into
the cage. -To the surprise of all a dead screech owl, a half suffcated
prairie dog and a small rattlesnake fell into the box one afteranother.

“Och, bedad and the mother of Saints, kill the bloody varmit forth-
with, immadiately,” yelled Flinn at thetop of his voice.* *Sureif I'd
know’d that monster of death was upon the inside of that sack, 1'd
u drapped it longafore I picked it up.” .

“I’ll give the purp for the killin? of the schnakeand swear by the
mother of Bt. Patrick that I’ll.niver hould the sack agin as long as
rae name is Purdy Flinn.”

At each of these government posts on the plains is a post-trader or
sutler. Hig territory extends for the*radius of five miles around the
E»ost, Inside of which no other trader is allowed to transact business,
Te i8 appointed by the government authorities, The officeisa fat
one,and the man who isso fortunateas to get the post-tradership at

_ these posts isamillionaire at onee, no matter whether he husa dollar
_ in the world or not, - He will find plenty of rich Frenchmen there
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ready to furnish handreds and thousands of dollars for an interest in

the trade, Goods were sold at the time of which I write at enormous

" prices ; $15,000 worth of goods could easily be converted to $100,009 in

icle in
months, Whisky which was the staple art
?:l'gt‘ll:ysgll; ‘zglgeat 50 cents per glass, and $15 to $30 per gallon, and
market at that.
fo?l‘rcl)%;:gaégﬁi ast’$5 per pound, and indeed at Eort Casper where we
itsold for as muchas $10. :
wi(gots'gedoysters brought hf‘mm $il to $;.2gugﬁ} pigugidg ganswoljﬁagohie;
same price, while everything else wa E.L tha.t s L
at from $40 to $60 per cord, but when we reme e R e
hauled over one hundred miles on wagons vIa)re cann?ather fapey Shat.
The return trains brought wood from npear e'nverh e e
% d itnot been furnished in this way the cos °
E?Lﬁt’.;uflf %igher. During our stay at this post we had many adven
tures, which will form the remainder of this chapter.
* Soldier, will you fﬁoﬁ'lﬁ?’l i
As ! 1l my shirt first.
Tt?iT;) 'v\.;*[alsl: ecnmr%on expression atr{mng sfoldlg;;.sbggs tagv iu:va:rt:’u;%.h
‘it was more than common. Here, aftera few o /e A
king sundried brick or ndobes. A num
govgg:llfuaignttnguildﬁngs were to be erected for quarters, commalssary
vles, .
de'g?xll-gm?t?éséoa;?lg:la"cny of the Plains:’bhsﬁll ar{el!‘en!ﬁcthllg tgﬁv gs!ﬁgz.
rt time before after a hard fought battle, the
allzgml-;tt)mthg hands of hontlllel énﬁl;ms i:ggo robbed the place of
\ y lue, and then la n ashes.
evg )\;Et?sit::%?vfb‘;?nugebullt up oln a n;oge[ sub;ta:}:ggplst%ergggil:nt;tett’a;:
were called for, witha promise of being rs 5
t'’ and the volunteer force
the boys said: “No, I’ll sell my shirt firs o ¥ e oy
was small but the brick must be made every m % dg.] S
g d of d results and the work was not pushed a
g(ri‘li;fﬂéslsew:s flggired and absolutely necessary, so another pﬁmk ?ag
audopted. When the detail wasdngl?de ltxh?lre X':: g::naabaiﬁlékm;a ;e ?)r
he camp, indee ey had n ! £
:tl))l;ﬁ:lf{lag:;s?lguﬁt, thé)y were raizsed in the mountains othIrgInlat,
where they lived in log cabins—could build log houses if they wa,lllk-
ed them ; but “ nary brick house.” This was the way the boys talk-
ed when' the officers came around hunting for bricklayers, handred
Of course they knew Jha: there wasi not lfugg%o‘ﬁllgh g gnbeuu 'l;m Ipod
and of course no log s
;lrﬁslaﬁyog.sJ: llg,gsl:u;%éort, $3 per daﬁ was offered fqr brick m;‘iﬂa ls(md
§5 for lzas'ers. It was astonishing how many masons and brickmakers

" there werein that little camp. Even Cal and our good natured Irish- |

d a long apprenticeship at both, and Flinn was
Eﬁg lggcll)c?:sti:h t?f;tv ?‘16 comldg la)g more brick, or carry & hod up more

- ladders than any living man. So the work went onand in a few

the
half-dozen low one-story houses loomed up and gave
ﬁﬁf:}fnﬁe a.afs arance of putting on city alrs, Shingles Lgu dlul%ttl))g
procued 180 s suitfne poies and g bt wore St 00 00

er of gunny sacks t
:vpa% ttl?fgv?n!%‘;l, and the roof was c:)mplete. But it had to beé re l%t;g
ished often, as the constant winds carried it off into the street,
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~ was the kind of roofing used on all buildings in that country at that

time,

Julesburg was at the crossing of the South Platte, where the road
from Fort Laramie and all the posts [a the northwest. and the Over-
land stage route from Denver City and beyond, formed & junction.
It was a general “supply post,” where long stringa of wagon trains
from Omaha and Leavenworth stopped and discharged thier freight.

For want of building or storehouse the flour and grain, which was
all sacked, was piled in two enormous ricks or piles, and when I say
*“piles” I mean as large asa court house or Plymouth church—so
manI\; sacks indeed that it is doubtful whether the quartermaster him- -
self knew just how many he had. To get at the value of this {m-
mense quantity, it is but necessary to say that flour was worth thir-
ty dollars per hundred and corn (shelled) about six dollars,

Five miles below the'fort was Reshcau’s ranch. Resheau was rich
and was adding thousands to hisalready fabulous pile every month
in the year. He had wealth coming in from varlous sources, and
this grain and flour pile was his best hold. He would pay from $20
to $25 a sack for flour when delivered at hisranch—no matterat what
hour of the night the goods arrived, he wasalways ready to transact
business—especially when he knew that before t 6 sun would sink
behind Pike’s Peak the next day, he would clear from $10 to §15 on
every sack. This was soon noised around among the boys and the
thing became very tempting. There wad u guard kept constantly on
duty at the ricks day and pight, but it didn’t take long to muke a
‘*silent partner ” of him, with no ca ital invested. Myselfand two
comrades, Wes., Howell and Polk orthington, were three honest
boys(?). We woulda’t steul auything from UncleSam. Oh, no! not
flour, anyhow! especlally after he had hauled it six hundred miles
In ox wagons, that would be naughty I—we did better than that; we
organized ourselves Into a vigilance committee to catch the rascals,
The flour stealing went on all right for sowe time, aud old Reshcau

rew fat on handsome margins, in fact he had a “corner” on flour

0 that market. Down under the river bank, long after the little
garrison had settled down to sleef), from two to four ponies were hud-
dled together each night with a lone man in charge. Two or three
other thieves would slipup throngh the sage brush to a point near
the rick; then when the guurd by a pre-arranged plan, had passed to
the further end, each would shoulder a sack of flour and roturn qulet-

‘ly to the ponfes and soon they were safe In the ranch of the old

Fronchman, and the boys had their * returns"’ in their pockets and
a Jigger of whisky to boot, ks

Flinn and another J)arty, concluded to organize a small foraging
party of their own and share the profits equally.

The aforesaid vigilance committee got wind, one dny, that Flinn
would makea rald that night. The night was Intensely dark, and
we sliJJped out in good time, With carbine in hand, we wended our
way down to near the ranch and close to the trail' where we knew
Flinn and his partner would pass. We took our position and lay
down in the grass and walted patiently for some hours. We begun

:)o ?Iespair, when we heard a well known voicejust under the river
ank,
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« Hould & byt ye blatherskite! Let me take a reconisence av the

situation, an see af the trull Is clear ferninst us.”

tiously

d and the [rlshman came creeplng cau

al:ﬁ!h: lfr?t?lleg(:v 3531'&“3;3 ttI:e little bluck 1ooklngdmnch, then, as Ifsat-

fsfled, he hastlly returned and the two advance A s
o 'they L w wnlklnfg bes;tggstgtg }:Eapg;)lé?swat;lemwe were concealed.

R‘l)xgitut?m%: ti-}lgvmlltlhclgc?{egwh?a curbine and the elick, click was plulnll y

_heurd by Flinn, who was in sdvance.

) thin’,”” and
; bit. Bedad I tho't I heard some " 8
Fll.n":g]t%%lp%htﬁg gony crouched down und surveyed the situation,

- over thetop of the sage brush. We saw our opportunity and all .

tose apat guce. : : have got you,” we sangout.
; w, you thieves, we hav you,
' :: EIEEJII ﬂﬁgt:} INaz‘:ve’L{a.” sald Fflnn, a9 he loosened'hls hold on the

"sack - and juroped into the brush, followed by hls frightened cow-

o y fust ag their tremb-
ent, and backto camp @
llrgvl%;tgse\sggﬁtxﬁyrywthelh. The gonles wheeled about, throwlng

‘ ~the flour to the ground, und followe

We now sat down near the sacksf i:;.nd held a conference. Here
gsession of $60 worth of flour, |
wn‘a‘}vte;;et(i)ré Eﬁ' to camp to carry it buck,” sald Howell.

«That's & fact. It's much nearer to the ranch,” suggested Worth-

ar to the ranch
b u what to do, Sarge, youslip overto t
:32:..;2(‘)'!;;0 is’ Itlllletr?auuﬁti If the coast 1§ clenr, strike a trade with the old

. man—sorter get him to keep the sacks for ug, you know, till we call

1 .

foi;r?'ﬁfth muany misgivings 1 ventured over and fm:z_nd tltllg cc;u,;; ;ségn.tg
and the old Frenchinan on the lookout, evldentlg;a.\ ScSn Elm e
arrive. There wasno one else thez;at,rsﬁeg):mﬂ Bs 01 o compellad'.

ralled his wife, so we s00n ; e, ;
;;r(?\(\)*omvglﬁ (ﬁglllgt hin Into the secret and give him a handsowme margin
p ¥ mum.” ' ‘ o
to’.{fﬁgl}loul'l:vaa goon delivered and we had $40 I.nfcus&n 32-?{3 lm:‘xgi o
tobaceo ench, The money was w sort of secu&rty urn slllp;)eql g
e we(iihm;{d c“ql . f»?ﬂﬁ?i%‘fg‘ to Heg sf*‘fl)lnn and A t:erm:;;

the next du wa § -
‘(J:gtlx:llr)r'xlqi::;]v sergeant angalgng uro:rl([lpf:::er;p \ggggeg[t)lns; ﬁ;{ ‘l‘)‘;ltnl'ﬁat%uct
2 v minute, QOur consclenc .
tt‘l:;.(islg“llh?: ?L‘;fd thoe sergennt never stole uny more flour from Uncle
Sarﬁtolopo huntingls fine sport, but it requlres a \;ﬁt agn“?e?r?atlﬂio 1[:?;
tience and skill to capturo tllznese timed anlmals, Juf:abum L ploney
of them running in hurd!s all ov'gr oti{;s %ﬂ?‘!}gsni}?:r;w Lt L b e
many of them., 1w iy
*l:llll(lloggegtaeg gt:uldor?or company flag along, This was used todraw th

" in rapge of ourguns. Thoy haved grent deul of curiosity and will

3 f
examine averything strange  to them., Whon we came ln slght of &

nd’
“herd tho flag-staff is stuck in tho groundland we lay flat on thaﬁrou

i they will bo ut-
: Ing—sometimes for hours before
%p‘?cttzgag;tﬂ?hfg l;:mr!l; as they notico the flag, even & mglfnam:lg.t gtgg
) will at once commonce to move around it, each time bring

- when we see them clrcle aroun
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nearer, untll within shooting distance, when by a well directed fire
sevoral are sometimes killed at once. But wesometimesshot at them
at long ringe, ralsing our sights to one thousand yards, but very sel-
don brought down our game, ‘

Here we aguin suffsred a dlsastrous stampede which came neardis-
mounnting the whole command. We had stretched a cable or picket
line along several large posts, to which our ponles nnd mules were
tled. One mornlog after roll call, while breakfast was belng prepar-

ed, a small blagk cloud appeared In the West, ut first no larger than a
man’s hand, but in ten minutes it spread all over the face of the hea-
wvens and befo

re our "slupgacks " were fried we saw & commotion of
the waters up the rlver and soon a hull storm was uponus. Andsuch
halll Wetook refuye in our tents, but In & moment great hall stones,
88 large as goose exgs, came down nnd perforated our rolten tonts
llke grape und oanister, We covered our heads with saddles and
boxes oranything which could uflord protectlon. For a moment it
seerned like God wasaongry and had opened the batterles of heaven
upon us, Beveral men who had failed to reach shelter in time, were
knocked down and badly Injured, ‘

OI course, no horse or mule would stand still and be pelted to death
and a3 the fury of the storm increased hundreds broke t eir fastenings
and commenced to rush frantieally through camp, dodglng, kicking
and tearing down tents, leaving the boys exposed to the dreadful hall
which now came down in all its fary. Other ponies who failed to
ll)]rea;k looge, turned tails to the storm and played buse ball with thelr

eals.

Our herd had nearly all succeeded In breaking loose and were now
Joined by others belonging to trains in camp near us, Thf(aiy got Into
8 * mlll” that {s, they commenced crowding each otheran running
'round and ’roundand all pressing toward the centre. The storm
only lasted a few moments and nll this occurred in that time. But
Juct as thestorm abated and the hall ceased to come dewn upon us,
the “mlll” wus broken by an old mule leaving the herd and dashing
away, down the vallef. He was Instantly followed by another, then
more, and the next minute all were sweeplng down the plaln and the
carup was cleared, Butwe only have time to draw a long breath .

and come pell mell, right down on *

47

the camp like a whirlwind,

R

CHAPTER VI,

In Fursult of the Fugitives—We Discover Wild Horses—Wild Chase—
‘The Old .Trapper Gives Me the Looality of Antelope---A Desolate
Bcene, &0.--A Lone Hunt---Lost on the Desert---In Blght of an In-
dian Oamp---Narrow Hscape---''Swinging 'Round the Cirole~—
Misplaced Confldence-—*'Platte River and Juleaburg.'

It was a moment of intense horror and which none of us will ever
forget, On they swept, ropes flylng, picket ping whizzing through
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thealr like chaln shot—some tangled together—now they plunged,
blindly, into camp, crushiog In our dugouts, tearing down tents, fall-
ing into sinksand pits, upsetting everything which lay In thelr ga.th.
crippling and mangling each other, and allthis mingled with the
shouts and frightened exclamations of the boys who were valnly
strugeling to dodge one ponty only to be knocked down by another,
or save themselves by blows fr

ed, nor do I deslre to witness such & scene of consternation agaln,

" The frantic herd now leave the bottom and fly to the blufls and we
~ know that before many days the Indlans wlll berlding our mules and

pounles on the blondy war-path. We take a look through the rulns

" wnd to our surprise, ind but few men hurt and none k led. Muany
- horses, however, were killed or rendered useless and had tobeshot.

A small squad of ponloy, during the heat of the stampeds, crosted the
rlver and dushed away up the stream and soon disappeared in the
distance. We at once organized into agunds and gathering all the
stock together we could flnd, soon starte in pursult, It was rather
a hazardrous undertaking for we well knew that large bands of hos-
tiles were lurking In the vicinity of the post, and of course we waent
well prepared for defense.

With & small bat brave squad of a half dozen men I erossed therlver
and went in pursult of the fugitives who had gone to the buttes of Da-
kota. We traveled all duy over an unbroken waste pralrle 8 deso-
Jate ns the plaing of Arabia, and about 4 o’clock came in slght of &
beautiful valley whose wide green bottom spread out before us and
presented a splendid view aftera day’s ride over prickly pears and
wild sage, Werlde to thetop of an eminence, and awaiyonder in
the distance so small at first that we could not tell whethar they

were ponles or antelopes, weo diecern a drove, we cannot tell of what,

We go down Into the bottom, throush deep rich grass which has

© grown, untouched by maaor beast. We lose slght of the herd which

we have slghted and aresoon compelled to seek & bluff In order toget
a view of ﬁxe ast plains before us., Agaln we ses our herd, and this
time see that they are our runaway stock. We make haste and soon
come upon them. Great wasour astonishment to see standing In the
mldst of the gang several Iarﬁfe fat and sleek ponles,all stra.ufera to
us. We had been told that wild ponles had been seen in this v
but had not belleved it. We all at once commenced to lay claim to
the strays, as we supposed them to be,

“ The black is mine,” sald one of the boys, ashe began to prepare
his lasso for a throw,

«Thespotted horse belongs to me,” yelled another, but before we

approached within two hundred yards, they shot out from amon
our heard and dashed upthe plain. Westarted in hot pursuit, a/
swinging our lariats, but before we ran & mile the wild ponies were
in the bluffs and los& tosight. They presentedr fine contrast as theg
stood among our old worn out mules and ponies. The boys forme
a resolution that theg would return and capture them at some future
time. It was near

neross the river and Into camp, many of these were stiff and so erip-
pled that they barely made the trlp. We lost heavlly in this stam-
pede, and several days passed ere we had recovered two-thirds of our
B

this ocoaslon several mules a
om nabreand carbine. Inever expect-

cinity -

aybreak when we drove the renegade ponies -

in both m :
fnscohymules. ' We then thraw 6 ropo over his head nd had him

b A i AR i
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‘When these stampedes occurred we

always

ooy e e i i ey LSS

ning wlld 1 -
aps years. Of course we we;g?)lwulys o:F the w:tlt’:f: I?:nrt:t"x-:;;l pf)'n
onles were plck "

gltﬂhaeymlghthave been runnlng wlld for yeuprs? eﬂ?&%‘ﬁh&m‘ﬁﬂ&“

!rc'mligearance with a heard of straialers which were driven in,a 3
LB manPardienct 2 el vk b g oo
Fot a partoer and we procedesd at ik Loaed B nnybodi;,ao :
ound Po be an ugly Job. We coulc? ctmce oy L, T
throw a 12830, BSo we took two | o e el TR
b id e A nmae%ssoes nod after tylng them topgother

; : pon the ground 2
_eorn, 'Uhls would not, do, be had doubtlegs segn l?ﬁﬁh“{?.i;g E,";‘}u‘i";‘

o

RO, i = " g T ‘.A'

(] " e Been in These Par te lﬂﬂh onto !wont,
Years.

But we put a decoy there., We
o got anothe
on by eating the corn. Finally after we haa orl;!dn;ulfht: dr::atmnhnlg

- several horsea to the old mule who seemed to enjoy the joke, the lit.

tlo donkey was persuaded to step up and Into the ring.  We hauled

bim tied to the picket line for a few days and said
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nothing. This was customary and was considered & legal advertise-
ment of astray. If no owner called and claimed him after the firat
two or three days, the title was good—at least a3 good as the old ras-
cal down at fhe ranch cared about, and he always took in all stock
of this kind when he was sure he would make 160 per ceat on the in-
vestment.. This mule came near costing me my life.

1 determined to go on a * still hunt,” or rather a lone hant, with
no one with me but the old mule as a companion, and accordingly

- gought out an old trapper whom I had heard talk of wonderful hair-

breadth escapes and thrilling ‘adventures with red-sklns and grizzly
b'ags in the mountalns beyond, I found him and at once made my

-~ jtention known, and asked for information as to the best direction

to take and the locatity for antelope.

“iyal, if itsantelope yer arter, why I'm the chap that can shoot
yeron & bee line to the very spot. Yer see youngster I've been in
these parts nigh onto twenty years and I've crossed the length of this
trail more nor that many times. I've showed Kit Carson many a
trick that he never would have knowed, and I've saved old Bridger
from the Indians more nor onst, but youngster, yer wants to know.
where the critters use, so I’ll tell yer so yer kent miss the shoot. Yer
squing that pint to the West, ’bout two miles—yer do ? all right go
thar. Turn squar to the South and make a astraight shirt tail up the
canyon fur three miles. Then plant yer carcass on & noles and squint
for bucks. Deer? Oh, not deers; Injuns, Sioux I mean. Yersee I
dont know as thar’s any skulkin’ round, but keep yer peepers open,
case there likely Is, seein’ ag the mail coach was struck at the Sand
Hill Buttes a few days ago—wal, when yer don't see nothin’, skin
out fur the peak you sce five miles south—can see as fur as yer peep-
ers can squint—till yer reach the peak, then follow the gulch down
till yer see a bunch of trees with stiffs in the branches—stiffs? don’t
know what stiffs be? Why dead Injuns. That’s whar they enter-
tain their defunct members, Thar’sseveral . salt licks thar, stake yer
broncho to windward of the lick then plant yerself and wait. ill
more skippers thar in an hour than yer can tote to camp with a hull
caravan of mules.”

I choked him off by thanking him for the information and hastened
to saddle the mule which wehad taken up asa ‘stray” a few days
before. My curiositﬁ was some what aroused by the tale of the old
blarney, and I had the route and locatlon 8o vividly in my mind that
I was positive I would be able to go direct to the spot, and once
there, shoot down a fine, fat antelope and return to camp. Isoon
had the old mule packed with the few things I thought I would need,
and taking my Spencer carbineand Remington revolver, I was soon
under way. I had told no one but the old ranger of my intention,
and but few questions were asked. Taking the overland trail I fol-
lowed the eaynon to the head. There I came out on a high plain, so
vaost in extent that looking to the west I could see as far as the eye
could reach, but the* peak” was nowhere to be seen. However
away in the south could be seen a rough, broken country, with seve-
ral small bluffs, which might be called * peaks’ and for these Istart-

ed. I hadseen many barren plains since leaving the Missouri river, .

" but this scene which spread out before me was the most desolate 1
had ever looked upon.

AN R A R R M W A s S e R T
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The little donkey moved along ver
y nicely and I con -
gglgleupcrﬂ;gytgrggzl ric:;t}gs i ;gvbeilla a hal?owner in a%n?lfua!?:g:?ﬁ ]
. eral hours up a rough can th
across & vast, hot,sandy desert, I reached a small Jeh T at
once concluded was the gulcl'l I guessed trt? el g
than fifteen miles from camp and alt’lzmu h I oy, DLl
danger, I ull at once became very u eg' ot e o e Ll
al%):lv& myself to balrgozfd in sutﬁ‘x a I:n:g):;e?'? Amendsred iy LAl
on my way, 1 had seeu & few objects so far awa
gl i el R e o o
j ‘ears tha ey might bave been In-
dians, ad reached the head of a can foh & T to Wit
yon which ran down to what
appeared to bea narrow valley covered with e
which flowed a clear fresh stream and I n bgreen s
cantiously. The plaln over which I had ?W e;%gn ey e vqr!\;
cactus plants so th?ck that my mule could rav;e il
them, and I had not expected any game ?calfce o e i reogh
: found upon such & des-
olute waste, but now as I looked )d’fwn i t.0 tg i Feert valley ba
fore me I said to myself: *Surel e el Sl e
: y there must be 4
g z;,;sﬁ élhesré (r)nf5(;\a‘;:rtetuhté0;)1l uv{vfas att&-nctflzdkto something ? it:(!ltﬁzt ngféu
1 v and quicka3 thought I threw myself flat
upon the mule’s neckt, He came toa dewd halt 5 "tatl gus)
& few quick jerks, his ears came togeth it e
BT AU 5 gether until their tips touched then
Bhﬂ)e - aal.- tipicla)rg{t?1W)Vt'iblea nqovement in his back, and he assumed the
y position was uncomfortable, It was like ridin i
igegli:gdofhlgy gi(g&%mt? pll;odstvtv}i‘thbthe two Mexicain gpsrgrlllt:)clsgog]e);
us jerks at the bridle reino, his head 1d
down and hisback up. From m iti N
z 1y elevated position, I got
g}fl a Iatr;ge herd of antelope running at full sgeed 'doﬁn%%eogﬁl%l;mal:fg
%r-g:igu ;Sgl;;a; Idciztxé,glgea faint bvif.vs; of ponies with saddles on tiIEEL'I,
: i away, but it was like a momentary dre:
efore I had time for thoug Etha heels of the d il s
; ‘ onkey flew up and his
spine gave an extra bow,and he seemed to be walkin P
3 onh
hHé;(c]i my fuce been turned the opposite direction I thinng ::lou;zl ?ﬁa.l;?é
o torﬁy Itm_SItion and baffled his efforts, for I could then have held
ony entls 01;.1&. mﬁ?etha.%v :llllorlfmoment g learned which was the busi-
. of course the crisis came and th
flew up and hit me on the'flat of ths back i parans
t appeared from
standpoint—or rather my lay point TT]CI i o
if it could have ended here I could have es o b e o By
4 asily forgiven th
%v 11'%%:; that this was no time or glace for ma.l{imz genemi%e[fg: l(é'vgg
i han ass. In my descent I became entangled in the long rope
g)m?m:v%% t%rgipl?:g_lé%?aely aircmtndl hiLsl neck,and to add to my dis-
ar pains to land me in a thick patch of prick-
1y pears, nor did he let u o ol e
i p at that. Before I could extricat
from the lasso he deliberately turned and ki ety o,
But heshot high and I hu gd th g S i
asqt}llllg trlr:llon{ns Werg bl.'ljriled %%ep il?tgaggsﬂggll;r.a e
ule now doubtless thought he had done the
he now commenced to plow the sand with m prosﬁgzg ffc?::x?] Bc'i?:él-
g;ug msd feet foremost. My bleeding hands grasped every tuft of
grass, an eveiy pyickly palr which was in reach, but they all pulled
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up and the plowing went on. Lucklly he didn’t move fast; but fast
enough for me. 1didn’t want to goany faster onthat coach, Of
course I wasangry, but I felt willlog to fo ive the mule if he would
onlp stop until I could release myself an I trled by soft words to

~ convince him-of the fact, but he didm’t stop. I felt for my revolver:
. determined to end the fun at once by ghooting him ; but my revolver

had slipped from its scabbard and was out of reach. In despair I al-
most gave ur, for I was certaln the mule would soon run, and I knew
that my by-laws and constitution could never stand that,

Oh how I wished for a tree, or a fence post around which tolock my
arms, and pull the mule’s neck off, but there was no tree in & hundred
miles of the place. But all things have an end excepteternity. The
donkey stopped to kick a cactus bure loose from his fetlock, and I
took advantage of the stop and kicked myself loose from the rope.

I then seized the pin and with a dexterous stamp of my heel sent It
into the ground up to the ring, then I stood upon it. The mule gave
a little pull, found he was fast, then turned, and-as I thought smiled

* at me, thus adding insult to Injury. Inow thought I knew why the

mule was found adrift on the plains. His aster had given bim a
dishonorable discharge.

1 was now mad, and I told the muleso Ina long abusive address,
dolivered there where no human could hear it. Butl now think that
1 was wasting my breath upon the desert alr, for my after acquaint.

" gnece with that muleconvinced me that he wag not over sensitive and

that he was quite dull of apprehension and could nottakes hint with-
oat & kick, and not even that without returning the compliment.

I was going to shoot the mule a3 soon a3 I could get my guo, but
the question' arose, how could I kill my half without injuring my
partner’s half—which end of the old thing was mine and which was
his? Then when I remembered that I was fifteon miles from camp
and In & bad condltion to walk I concluded to put off the execution
antil some future time.

By cautious coaxingI decolved the brute into the belief that
the past was forgiven,and [ succeeded in getting a held upon the
bridle. Then I led him back along the furrow which he had plowed,
antil I eame to my carbine and revolver. I now proceeded to curry
him down with the gun until sympathy overruled justice and I let
up, much to the satisfaction and delight of the raule. :

With many misgivings I mounted agaln upon the bowed back of
the mule, not however, until I had drawn from my flesh something

~ Jess than a thousand long sharp thorns, All thought of antelops or

any other game had left my mind and I turned my attention toward
camp. I had preceeded but @ fow miles out on the desert when the
awful fact dawned upon me that I was lost, I stopped and tried in
vain to come to some deflaite conclusion as to the locality of Jules-
burg, but for my life I could not tell north from south, or whether
camp was north or east. O, how I wished for my faitbful pony. He

could be trusted to retrace his steps withouta shadow of a variation,

but the blasted moule could not be trusted at all.

After taking a sarvey of the bluffs in the distance and the horizon
1 took my bearing and deterrined to trust to instinet, I soon found
that instinct in a man was not as good a3 in a wild goose. Againl
became bewildered and now greatly alarmed at the thought of stay-

~ which could be [)laln
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ing all night on that barren waste, a pre:
to
%Ic;g:: I;cm{i?ggb:snd ?){1 I:pd;g.&ls. I hefglbgenygoh;omeﬁg;evfg l;:mtg
] a8 possible when I suddenly ea
a deep gulch and looking fartheron I could iR antl it
waa plainto me that I wasgetting out of th se?lc;n e G
thet these canyons woald lead to the Platte rei A E e
) v
to follow thedirection In which they led. 3{: 5‘,‘},},‘“&‘;3‘3: ?ﬁ:{g

seen my bones bleaching In the hot sun stripped of th

ol -
$:g?or%l%e:é ?ﬁgu?gt g(r:t_ilgl Jt;ahri)g,{llng frorlx)lpthe })elt 0; 3:31% tl))",l’of)%]‘;
WALE Oy L nad Laongit o me away 'east In the hills of Ohlo,
and I felt that I wguld 300N %%anilt' rtt;ltg 'bof g Pt

a 3 In ecamp and sit down
ol f:;d :?egs of ala[{jacka and beans and relate the adventures of

. He was Wound up for Twenty-four Hours.

'Ihad. by this time reached a
point which looked
broken territory, sloFbi,nt dowl:; ?d a large woodless s{t):eil;na ?1'352
| een a broad trail and awa
ssioboalmet Tovisheto o nthed"ove oy el by
aloud: ‘“Platte riverand J ul‘gsbur W I S er s hexclalmpd
bluff and all at once I come id sl 8t o petond o
ght of a half-dozen flne f
jt::]s(tl lfelow me in a hollow. They had not observed u&yazggig!a,%%a
al d at once turped my mule to one sideand got out of sight, '
e ere now is a chance for a shot, and may be an antelope to carry '
Tnhme ins 8 trophyof -a day’s adventures. I prepare to dismount
umrgg) Sgdmchgre ;gg ;vg;dmy sl;outld?r i1 dgently owered myself t6
- my foot found & resting pl
%liulg gommenced to revolve by making a pivot o{f %gcgg]; nleté]qe
j.rra e revolved slowly, and I held on to the bridle, thinking of
course, he would eoon run down and stop, but he didn’t. He :.vas



4 ON THE PLAINS IN ’65.
wound up for twenty-four hours, and he kept on going ; so did I, and

the speed soon began to increase untilI could only touch the high

‘plac lly my foet left the ground altogether, and I was fiy.
' m;etelf;::ghﬂt%: a;;r lnya horlzontal position at the rate of several hun»
dred per minute. This went on forsome minutes, 8o It seemed to
me, and 1 suppose I would have been swinging around the circle yet
hnd the bridle not given away, for I did not dareto letloose. IButhl
felt something give and I closed my eyes, Then tl_ne reh:(ll broke and
I went like a thunderbolt down an em ankmenti over and over, an
finally fetched up at the bottom of the ravine. I felt that I had stop-
ed but now everything else beriun a goneral moving around. Gradu-
Elly the panoramsa ceased and hunted up my scattered effects and
determined to let antelope go, let the mule go—everything go, and go
myself, to camp~—if Icoul possibly get there, I soon overtook the
mule and determined again to effect | %oaslble a treaty of peace; but
he wonldn’t treat. I approached 'him holding out my hand as a de-
coy, but remembering the lamming of an hour befuref he started on
a Xéad run and left me, this time for good, When Igot my gunI
set out for camp, following in the wake of the donkey, Once agaln
he stopped allowing me :to approach gnd I concluded he would
surrender. . I could have caught his tail but was afraid ofa tall hold,
g0 he moved on and left me again. It was the most aggravating ex-
rience I had ever had. My feet were sore from being rubbed by
stiff boots, and I waa beginning to hobble along with great difficult;
. when Isaw the saddle blanket fall ifrom the old mule and T hailed it
a8 a Godsend. o ]
lled off my hoots, and wrapped up my feet with pieceso
thi Eb(;ggl?:t and etartgd on with renewed hope. ’%he shades of night
. are drawing on when tired and sore I stand ‘upon & oint a half mnile
from the trail and see the east bound stage pass, aving the dret:t?-
nant of my old bianket I trted to stop it but the old driver al?l eg
escort did not want to be-entrapped by a decoy, and they whipp
me alone,
upv?fg;]nl?)fgt and sick Ijarrived at camp long after dark, and found
everybody in a fever of excitement. The old mule had made his ap-
pearance with blood on the saddle, (which came from my scratches)
" and thestage men reported seelng what they were certaln was a de-
coy on the bluffs six miles up the road, :

CHAPTER VIl

L]

[} F
The Troops Who Were on the Plains in 1865-Guarding & Paymaster

Through an Hnemy's Country—‘We'll Camp There To-Night''==-

How the Boys Were Fooled—The Indlans Klll One of Qur Boys--

* The Wolves in :Camp, &o., &o—A Bergeant of Company HE" 18
Killed by Indians--How the Indians Won the Pony--And Lost it
Again-Sioux Stampede the Oattle, but the Virginia Boys in Blue
Bave the Herd,

The next day after the antelope hunt, related in last Chapter, a
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band of Indians madea rald on a wagon train some miles above
Julesburg, kllliog & number of teamsters and running off a large
numberiof cattle, They came from the dlrection of the little valley,
where I thought I ha qotten e gllmpse of ponles with saddles on
them, Just as the old mule elevated me, and I wue convinced that
the mule in trylng to kill me, had unintentlonally saved my life;
for had I fired one shot there, I would have been skinned alive the
next minute, ‘ :

X felt a new love for the poor old ass spring up, but it came too late
—we had parted company forever., Thejold Frenchmanat the ranch
bad taken him for the modest sum of $76. .

‘Che troops on the plains during this summer and the winter follow-
lowing numbered about nine thousand. They were composed of the
11th Ohlo Cavalry6th Michigan Cavalry, 6th West Virginia Cavalry,
218t New York uivary, 7th Nebraska Calvary, 1st and 2nd Califor-
nia Cavalries and 22d Colorado Calvary, 3d U. 8. Infantry, thelatter
was commanded by Colonel Manidier, They (the 34 U, 8, Infantry)
were recruited from among prisoners at Camp Chase at the close of
the Rebelllon, They were dubbed “Galvanized Soldiers,”” by the
other troops on the plains; however they did good service and suf-
fered many privations and deserve due praise. '

Beside the troops mentioned, about 600 Indians were also enlisted,
and doing volunteer service for the Government. With these In-
dians their white officers always had trouble to prevent them from

the barbarous habit of ““gealplng ? their vietims, or the dead hostiles
who fell into their hands, :

‘The troops mentioned were distributed'over a vast area of territory, -
embracing Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Dakota, Wyoming, Moata-
na, and Utah, Each fort, block house, stage station, telegraph or
mail etation, was guarded by cavalry or infantry troops, asthe dang-
er, locality or place demanded. Our force at Julesburg was soon
divided ug into small squads and sent out to different posts along the
routes, and we did not all get together again untll we formed a re-
apion at Fort Leavenworth the spring followlng.

One detachment under an orderly Sergeunt by the name of Shaw,
was sent as an escort for a train load of provisions for the Ute In-
dians awa&rup in the Rocky Mountaing, while another under Lieu-
tenant J. Will Myers, a brave younfi officer, was dispatched to Sand
Hill Statlon, in Colorado, to ussist In repelling a force of hostlle In.
dians under the chief ** Hatchet Face.” This force had a hard fight,
and lost several men, whose names I now forget.

Another detachment ef our command was sent to Willow Springs,
in Dakota, asan escortto a ‘paymaster, This detachment was, |
think, under H. W, Brazle, The writer was with this escort. This
wis an important as well as hazardous mission, The paymaster had
the pay for several months for a number of regiments, and a few
months previous a paymaster had been attacked on this very road
and killed, scalped and robbed, and most of his small and inefficient
escort fell vietims to Indlans or road agents In Indian gulse,

‘We cross SBouth Platteat Julesburg and leave the great overland
stage route, It iyabout three hundred milesfrom this place to Fort
Larawmle, Wyomling territory, The road leads through!a barren deso-
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: te and
antouched by agricultural implements, so desolat:
fi“:'&ﬁ?‘i%ﬁ? the heart ;lckgns at t!l;ela sflg!:tﬁ (img Jthgreyz B{e:ﬁg:ees gg:;ry.
with looking upon the barren blu
time of which I write, there
through which the road passes, At the Hatildaat bl bl
were but four houses along the route from rghl ratdas
es iowned by Freochmen, at which is a
g}fﬁh gtgﬁgnw:;g?g%gtomce, and )s;.ll these with the soldlers’ quart-
ers under one roof, or very near to each other. :
The malls were carried by pack mules or pooles which wers dr 'Fl?in
through from one station to another under a mounied guar e ou=
was the duty assigned to all cavalry along the route, and we.
- ghareof it durlng the cold winter which followed. wofixesral with
All the pame the boys killed along the way wsla 8 > davoma itk
. wild sage that it could hardly be eaten, especlally the sag 1
large bﬁ-d much like the prairle chlcken,

The llittle stations along the route had been but poorly guarded,

and as a result had been subjected toa vast number of attacks bﬁelen:; -

: d
ing the summer of '65, and & large number of men ha
glﬁféﬁ%rﬂ gt or near thess Btat'lons, or while en route with the &2
Lake mail, A good many messacres of emigrants nlso occurged,da.n 1
& vast number of cattle and other stock had fallen into the handa o
the ever watchful and vigilant redskin, -
In fact the Indians had been stalking almost aoniolested ove}rdi O
cle S8am’s domain, and our regiment was hailed by the few so grs
along the route, who had been holding their lives in thelr bsix B,
with demonstrations of joy whichithgy ind J!:]Olg g.étlerxgp; l:o :?;%e; l;ad
days before we arrive 4
' begtlxl lgmgefegxtl?g block house at Willow Bprings, and a slegeof sev-
' 1 days ensued,
er;‘hea:imndful of men there fought like Turks and held the plaie
agalnst fearful odds. They saved the garrison but lost the!tr ﬁltoc1 A
During this fight the Indians placed a white woman—a cap ive:‘—thn
front every time an advance was made on the fort, and this kepcl a
goldiers from firing upon then? as Sili’ectua.lly a8 ;l;ey could havedone
for fear of killing the poor woman.
haglitth';g Eagegggement, which lasted three days, the Indians lost heaw.
ily, while the seldiers, under shelter of the biockhouae, lost but two
men, .
inning of the slege the Indians cut the “ Talk-a-heap,
asétklfe;h cgl? !t:t?e tglegraph wire, and this cut off all communication
with the outside world. )
ight after leaving Julesburg, wo camped at Pole Creek,
. a Eé]“? f-}i‘g%ol;fust established., The logs had not yot arrived from the
blockhouse. We found about fifty of the Eleventh Ohlo Culvary

here in tents expecting every day to be served up for breakfast for a -

ard of SBioux Indians, who were reportedin that sectien.
hoA telegraph office had been established, which was locatedlin a
small dog tent and the instrument attached to a tailgate of a wagon
lying flat upon the grass. The operator in order to attend to official
business, crawled in on his hands and knees but had to erawl out
again to turn around. He was a soldler. All operators on the plains
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were enlisted men. No cltizens could be Induced to live there volun-
tarlly, When u soldier learned to o&:erute he was assigned an office
with a princely salary, but had to find u substitute before he could
leave or be relieved and but few men cared to volunteer, but had to
be pressed [nto service. One operator of Platte Ridge on the North
Platte, had been a prisoner in that office for five yeurs. His term of
enlistment had longsince expired but he was still held—partly by
force, and partly by increased pay, und themany opportunities for
aking a * million,”

The next morning we move again and soon reach the foot of the
Dry Ridge, or Alkili Desert. Here we were ordered to flll our can-
teens with fresh water from a bright clear spring near the rondside,
and give our ?onies nilthey could drink for it is forty miles across
the desertand not n drop of water in all that distance. Over this

- vast salt fleld but little vegetation grows and the alr isdry aud salty.,

parching Lhe lips and creating an unnatural thirst which nature las
neglected to provide for. All along the entire distance the way {4
strewn with the carcasses of cattle and mules which have died of
thirst or heat. Although muany of them had luin here for muny
Yenrs, they were in a compa ratively well preserved state, the coy-
otes had eaten out the inside, leaving the framie and skin in a dried
aud perfect condition. '

It was a common thing to see two or three wolvas erawl out of these
carcassed and run for life across the prairie generally followed by a
dozen or more soldiers all shooting revolvers ut themn at once. We
passed a poor old fox, who had given out on the way und had been
turned out to die. A pang.of coyotes had attacked him and were
about to wind up his sufferings when we came in gight, and they
fled, and we ended his misery by shooting him on the spot.

We had journeyed on slowly all duy long, the sun had dropped
low down in the western horizon und we presented thenppearance of
having passed through a shower of fine salt. Horses nod riders were
all une color—white,

We had been riding along for hours in utter silence wondering
if thedesert would neverend. Our canteens had Jong since been
emptied and our ponies began to show signs of thirst und exhaus-
tion, when just beyond us suddenly loomsup like a vigion, what ap-
p]eur;:s1 to be » gigantic house with a tall spire pointing far up iato the
clouds.

An exclamation of wonder burst from the whole command, Never
Were men more surprised. It was a diversion which served at once
to relieve the monotony and.help us forget our sufferings,

“We'll stop at the house to-night,” said one of the boys, .

“It can’t be but a few miles away,” said another, '

‘* Boys.” says Lieutenant Brazie, *¢that is Court House Rock, and
it is thirty miles distant, We'll camp under the shadow of that rock
to-morrow night, if the indians don't head us off.”

“'Thirty wiles away! Itcan’t be possible,”” said several of the
men, who would have bet on their carbines shooling into the very"
dome of the great Sham Court House,

**Ves, it is a big day’s march for us,” replied the Lieutenant who

~ had been posting himself as to the scenes along Lhe roed.

* Several men wanted to bet $50 and give their note payable * on or
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- before next pay day,” that he was mistaken on that point, but the

Lieutenant already held their paper for all money due them from the
United States, 8o no bets were taken, -

As the great rock disappeared in the fast approaching darkness, a
little light gleamed forth awny down in the little wvalley at our feet
and a thrill of joyshot through every breast, for we knew we were

" approaching illow Springs and would soon bathe in the clear
sweet waters of the littlestream which flowed through thevalley. -

This was the scene of the fight described above.

This blockhouse was n fac simile uf all others along this route and
a description of it will suftice for them-all. [t is of pine logs#built in
a hollow squareand about 50x75feet. It has two rows ot bunks in-

"side, one above another, with two rows of port holes. Each muan has

a number which corresponds with the number of bis port hole, which
is just abovehis bunk, His gun is kept in the rack over this hole
and is ready for use at & moment’s notice. On top is a ** watch tow-
er,”” a low structure where a guard is kept on duty day and night,
This watch house is bullet proof and it is as safe there as inside the
building. At a signal of danger from the guard in hls lofty position,
every man immediately rushes to his port hole and in an instant the
yawning muzzle of a musket bristles forth from every opening. This
was thereception we met with oo our arrival on the evening in ques-
tion. Assoon as we could make it appear to the satisfaction of these
soldiers that we were not redskins, but friends, they drew in their
cuns, and threw open the largs gate of the enclosure and gave us a
cordial welcome, Here we found some of the 6th Michigan Cavalry,
11th Ohio Cavalry, 8d U. 8. Infantry and a few of our Winebago
scouts who had left us on our arrival at Julesburg,

Farly next morning a few of us went up the creek a short distance
to see an ancient Sioux Cemetery, or u place where the Indians had
used to deposit their dead. Wae found a beautiful litlle grove of scrub
oaks and cottonwood trees, which looked grand to our eyesafter being
so0 long out of sight of timber.

The grove had been held sacred by the Sioux asa burying place,
and it was told us that they used to convey their dead upon the bucks
of ponies for a hundred miles in order to give their dead warriors a
gzood send off to the happy hunting grounds, from this charming
spot. .

~ But there had been no interments herae for some'years. owing to the -
fact of the blockhouse being built so near. On the limbs of every

tree were the remains of those who had long zone over the **dark
Indian river.”” The place had about it a certain gloomy aspect as
wind sighed through the leaves and ruffled the old rags and skins,
which hung in shreds from every limb. These were the winding
sheets and shrouds ofthe dead, whose bodies bad long since been de-
voured by the long winged raven which sailed uround thespot adding
to the scene acertain melancholy and gloom. Under the trees, the
ground was strewn with bones of every part of the human body.
Ghustly skulls with upturned faces, stared at us from every side,
Then too, there were many curious relics under the trees, such as ar-
row heads, old gun barrels, and stone pipes, many of which, with bones
for making finger rings, the boys gathered up and carried off.

But the sound of the bugle called usand we were soon on our way
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to Fort Laramie, having recei ;
paﬁmastfr TR, g eived a telegram to proceed with the
ort Laramie was several hundred miles furth :
; er
we now began to realize that our final destination arﬂoﬁ?nv{::t’ v
te?;vis l1:3 the; Rocky mountains, AR
e have to pass through a country rough and ru
North Platte abounding with many "eurious scenesgﬁ‘z:f Sﬁgug ihe
w.ritlh hundreds Sf hostile Indians. IR
A8 we proceeded on our march we began to ses ho
Ig%egotdsec?;v&c} E‘in the ;iistance to Court I-ﬁ)uae Rock, agdbgv%l";it‘;vcf tl;.aa(i
morﬁin% country appear much nearer in the evening than
Asdour Lieutenant had said, we camped und
] : § er thi
Ir;;g:ll:ltl ;ft?tgl E\;vg left Wflllow Sp;-inga. AE: we approace?l rwngkcétlll?dﬂslgg
gures 9f geveral of our men wt :
and ascendad to the very dome of the “Cap}ga?.r’{? i?:i?oﬂghb%&ge
were many miles away, and did not look larzer than a man’s thuml"}v
yell..leach one could be recognized, so clear was the atmosphere But
:)vv )1 eitwewere gazing upon the grand scene a curtain of mist épre-td
] er ds crest and for a moment it was hid from our vision. Thm{it
cleared away and we could plainly hear the shouts and see the bo
w%}lr]mtg t_b‘lalf hat just under the passing clouds. o e
-hat night we caught hundreds ofsmall fish from a brooklet whi
fiomed sﬂ: the foot of this great rock, and all night long weelti:t't?r:gg
bo i & whooping of Indians several miles north of uswho scemaed to
‘Jveh_tavmgl a war dance, Then to add to the gloom a pack of hungr
- <!llpzlv)vgn‘§8t;l§:)l:ﬁls V;‘ﬁll of woe and we had toabandon the lhnu::{hblrs
glee aces among our ponies in order to preve
stairtnpede and protect our ponies from the gang of rmigm;)ug ltv‘utll\;fsa
e WFS a gloomy night, and just a little foretaste of what is to fol-
ou) a few mont’hs hence in the mountain coantry beyond,
i C uF next day’s march brought us to Chimney Rock, another wors
er of the plaing, but we had a man killed and sculfyed by Indians

- during the day, in sight of several of our men who were helpless to

render assistance, although they did everyth i
_ sverything  poss 5
illeiag:éd ‘gﬁﬁﬂsig urot pf:ss without giving Snu‘}u of f‘helg;q:lli?'llflasng:)‘:n?
byAItr_Jdians. 018, for he was the first man we had killed andscalped
L few men belonging to companies “F1”” and “K* had
ordrs sngyid behind, aad g ous o it RS
| ! ugh the bluffs, toward the PI: i
eTz?éiltri ;garg l;[alsg?oe:li o{) ?ntelop% Whlchftheir soon found, g}tggrl;: gﬁf
ace, and one of the boys, a Sergeant. b
separated from the re ( i ; & Hliorioinat
puf?)it %t s T as; gfld ran some wiles down the river in hot
and of Indians concealed in the thick brush i
ggrenlf) fl%ge%u;itgceglhv;rsaiging.tunglhhef approached, wh?:log ég(?t ;:gte;
eartand he fell dead, Not, ho i
out belng seen by one of his comrades who saw him fa w g 0"
moning his other companions, the rushe‘g to :gw e
The redskins had scalped and striy ed hj of al) M3 Tessoi s
ing his saber but leaving the scr;%bardlmbor' % U3 Feenons falc;
ehind, Alt
were a score ormore of them they fled to the hills lea.vil:ﬁguﬁ?e tt}:g;g
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) D hat
f the dead body of thoir comrade. Perplexed as w
lg )omlfgi‘;é?[tlh% circumstances, the men tinally declded to cover the

bady up, and report to the command at once. A blanket was thrown .

d re-

lated corpse, und the men came with all haste an

Oszegifhrggéhafate. z‘l detachment was at once sent back, who burd-

R:Jd him where he fell. This served to put the boys on the alert, un

ever after we were more vigilant and dlscreett. I A
0 he rugged appearance of the country along this .

. thi‘rb(}g;t:n Plutgj: wepc%uclude that we huve crossed the plains und ‘

\re now npproaching the mountaius. _

l We havg crossed Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado v corner of D-lkotlnl

andare well into Wyoming, We huv?l!uu{;d.‘rulbuncﬁlé}(;e\gg k:e{-ug?m

:t we have not seen one live buflalo, )

’5; ?{?&t;?ltea(;)ﬂ:ﬂry more fertile, especially in the valleys and bottoms

along the river, -' )

‘ Itﬁvas now the latter part of September and we found thel.u.gbts
cold and chilly and heavy coats and blankets add much to our cow-

fort. ‘
' i . bluff
’ 8 of night were settling  around as we ascended a !
nnﬂhf?)zﬁﬁd%ursulvis within one mile of Scott’s Bluff. This p|lau:e i:;
surrounded by a mystery a-ndd Intertrat. It wus the hiding place o
¢ Green River” the young rond agent, ‘
(é\l;gbtlllng vlong hefire we renched here, heurd of how many galng
had been 'smpped and plundered, Cattle and hovses shunp&‘dlm nnh
run off.  Returniug Culifornigns were waylaid and forced to tur
over thelr hard earned “dust,” and not long before, u paymaster wis
forced to hand out $60,000 of UneleBum’s money to u bund of Indiulns
who all spoke plain English, It was said lhat'Greun River wast u;
lender of this zmnd, and that Captain Shuman's men, & company (il
the Eleventh Ohio Cuavalry, camped at Fort Mitchell, just heynnil
were hisconfederatesin some of theselddaring deeds, especlally the mn
e ' i hege vast lava
T had been told of caves somewhere within these va: .
be(llzlsl.el:.v‘l‘urt?re desperadoes, Green River and his gang, lived in peace
und security. _ . T —
Allth tories which had been told us by soldiers an ‘
In?l}:ttlseafﬁ):g the route, threw around the place & romance whkiz{n WEE
found increased as weIdrew near todthe great, rough, shapeless pile o
: rh which the roud passed.
mﬂipil?r?algfﬂng from the east, the road winds around deep cinyons
and ravines. As we enter the pass we are ordered to draw revol ;rters
and keep close together. High rugged cliffs form a wall on ei tatelar
slde of the puss, and a8 our ponies tread upon the hard road le
wallsgive forth a deep hollow sound which fills the place with u sol-
emn wwe, Lo ede it
naster glanced Into every crack and crevice ag he
u(l(\)::i:-ul,::ig;’ his muﬁulunce. We had been told not to stop In the pass,
hut that we might return and \ﬁew the scenery aftor our paymuster
sen lodged at Fort Mitchell,
hﬂ"\l\fgt Zo thr‘?;ugh in more than ordinary haste nlways on the (?lert
for uny road agent or band of Indians who mlght cast thelr shadows

across our pathway, EE

-

"{\fr}';;’f\ / Cj (”_
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' We arrive at the west end af the pass after traveling for fifteen min-
utes In a dusky, gloomy darkness and the welcome ruys of the set-
ting sun full ueross our pathway once more, : ,

Then Fort Mitchell diwns upon us, We had heard much of thls
{mat and the 11th Ohio boys, who held the fort, Nestled nwuy down

n & horseshoe curve of the North Platte, we can see the smoke curl-
ing up from a half-dozen chimneys and see the long rows of port holes
in the sides of the low dismal walls, reminding us of some sucient

. custle, or perhaps a picture we haveseen somewhere, ‘

* _ Notwithstanding the tales we had heard of how these boys plun-
dered everybody who passed or camnped in that locality, we left  next
mornivg with a good opinion of them, und fecling assurcd that they
buad been lied upon,

We camped the next night ut Chimney Rock, which stands back
three miles from the river at the foot of the sand bluff and there wre
no other indication of rock for many miles nround it. At this point
on the Platte was another blockhouse called Chimney Rock station,
and guarded. by twenty-five men of the Third U. 8. Infantry. View-
ing the rock from the station it resembles un old turnsce staek stand-
ing ulonelikea great obelisk, Its heightis170 feet,and from the vast
quantity of sand at its buse we judye at one time it was much higher,

It was told usthat atone time a bund of Sioux prssing there, an
offer was maile by the Chief, of a pony to the youny brave who would
¢limb to the plunaele and stand upon it, Severul fruitless uttempts
were made but finally a darlng youny buck suceceded by cutting

? niches with hls tomahawk In rexching ity dizzy height, but just ay
e was in the act of standing upon thetop, his moecensin slipped and
down hecame. Huad he found a soft place upon which to light he
would huve won the broncho and perhap« been made a chiof und
then married the old chief’s daughter und ull that, but he struck the
ground too bard, and so he gave up the ghost—and the pouy too.
But the old chief did the next best thing he could. He erecteds
gcaflold, wrapped the dead Indian up in all his available assets, and
wythed him fast on top of the seaffold, then he killed the pony which
the poor fellow had lost his life in winning, und placed its cureass un-
der the scaffold for the dead warrior to ride on his hunts in the hap-
py hunting’ grounds. Welovked about for the scaffold and thought
w%fgund evidences of it in the shape ofrosten wood and swall bits
of hides.

The afternoon of the day on which we left thegreat Chimney Rock
we reached Fort Laramie, the great supply post of the North Platte.
As we came insgight of it, we could discern ‘In the distunt west  preat
peak looming up llke one ofthe pyramlds of Egypt.  Just behind it
apperred a long chuin of black. mountains, so far away and dim to
niked eye that we could not tell whether they were really mountains
orclouds.: But we soon learned that the peak wus Laramie Peak and
the mountain in the rear was achain of the Rockies, 8o this was our
first glimpse of the Rocky Mountains. We did not think then that
before two months would prss we would Do wuding through snow
drifts and climbing over rocks nud crags In  the very heart of these
wmountaing, but so it wus,

Larumie had rocently been the sceneof a great number of raids,
ade by roving and straggling bands of Sloux and Cheyenne Indluns,
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The place for four weeks previous to
our arrival had been held by infantry, 411
the cavalry baving gone (o the Ppwder
River expedition under General Sulley,

‘These Indiang seemed to know (hig,
and fook udvantage of the situation, and
wlmost every day u stainpede of the herd
belonging to the post was attempted, und
they wlways succeeded In running off
some cattle or horses, while the infantry,
of course, could not follow with much

ceess,
l.mA few days after our arrival with the
paywmaster, the remainder of our regi-
ment came on from Julesbarg with our

rapgon train,

“.\L?\'fe were now puton duty at this Fort
as herders, muil-ranners, scouts, guards,
in fuct all theduties pertormed by caval-
=2 ry in that country. The duny of our ar-
e rival a band of Indians bad struch asmall
= herd of caltle belonging to a passing
ZH8 (rain, and succeeded in gotting away
4= with about fitty of them.

The day tollowing, after we hnd gone
== into camp, and settled down for a short
"= stav, the attempt was repeated. Wee
had our ponies all staked near our tents
and were expecting to be called out at
any minute, Some of our boys were on
duty as herders with' several French-
men and half-breeds, regular herders,
3 We had watched from our camp the
ﬁz'b!uﬁ‘s all the morning for the_appear-
= Jance of Indians, when ina twinkle a
S 4 painted  band ot Sioux filed

“‘His moccasin Blipped and
-<down he came,’’ -

. ceeded by a bold dnsh in cutting off a few straggling cattle from a

; i ain in camp below the

herd belonging to a transportalion  tra )

?(I)I:la:il 'l‘lgere was grm?the usudl war whoop, but the thing wus deune
in flve minutes and in a very systematic way.

-In an instant all was in confusion about the Fort and everybody ’

done there.
he new Cavalry camp to see what would be :
}ggt(;l:g}le; ‘iere the Imli{ns seen than tegery ém:,)nhol;ugl&e;gm:or his
i 0 minutes we were mounted and 1 -
pﬂ'Bgé?él dwl:r;‘:rm n;raers issued, oo red tape about thething, every
imself.
m'!i‘ttll;olrnr:llﬂms were surprised. Th(;ly t;)?dﬁ'DOtlbeeerlll Sg;tige?l? t;))egi;t
arrival, for no sooner did we strike the bluffs c gsf . ol buLeach:
they ceased their efforts to keep the stock before 3 '
:gﬁgw bg::ame deeply interested in saving himself, and by the time

out of w ravine and succeeded -

’L{ AL c\ fc A
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we had run five miles every ox was left behind, some shot full of
arrows and others crippled in vurious wuys, :

I never saw such a chase befure, nor will any of us witness sach an
exciting sceno again., The Indians soon sepurated into sinall squads,
and so did we, There wers two hundred of us aund less than hulf
that number of Indiung, :

In splte of our efforts und determination to kill the last one of thein,
we could notguin n foot onthem wnd ufler ¢chasing them until afiernoon
we found our ponles exhausted und the Indinns graining ground.  We
were now lnsight of Raw Hide Creek, wsmallstream where the Indians
had always camped, and where several Hzhts had oceurred between
them und the whites,

I wis with asmall squad who had becomnae separnted from the rest,
With this squad were Bruzie and Myers, two of our Lieutonuuts,

Brazie hud tuken command and had mwade his intentions known
to follow them into the very doors of their lodges, and the boys ull
manifested a willlngness to follow him, .

We had lost sight of the other detachments and we checked up and-
gave our ponies u chance to breathe. There were thirty of us in this
squud, all well armed with Spencer carbines, saber, und most of us
had two Remington revolvers, There was one thing lucking—rations,
In our haste we had neglected something to ear; but we concluded
to push un and trust to luek, or rather oar skill as hunters for meat.

| wus dark  when we halted our jaded ponies on the blufl+ over-
looking the meandering stream, and we deployed oursimull foree up-
on several hills to see what discoveries could b mude, and in a short
time some of the boys reported that u small foree of Indians had come
to a halt in the mouth of a ravine and were massed fora fight, It
was now too ark to distinguish one from another or atterpt an at-
Eja‘ck. So itwas decided to take up a position and await the dawn of

ay. : .

All night long we lay upon two bluffs and watched the foe intend-
ing to surround them at daylight and make u clean sweep of the
whole gaog.  During the night Brazie’s pony died from his over ex-
ertion of the day before, and our communder was thirty miles from
Luramie und’ dismounted. Thiy threw a dampor on that gentle-
maw’s valor, for no pony could be procured to Ail the vacuney with-
out dismounting some other man, and . this the Lieutenant would
not do. However, we pledged ourselves to stand by him. Well, to

cutthe matter short, day dunwed and we were in theact of muking a
bold dash when we discovered that the Indians massed at the mouth
olfdthat ravine was nothing tmore nor less thun a small thicket of box-
elder. ‘

There was one happy soul in that squad when the discovery was
made and that was our fat Lieutenant., We turned our faces towsrd
Laramie, and late that night after a long muarch of over thirty miles,
over a hilly prairie we came into our camp on the Platte almost
starved and our ponies badly used up.

Wo learned from thisthat it was no easy job tocatch anIndian
when he had one or two miles the start, But we hud saved the cat-
tle, and that was something which under similar eircumstances for a
long time nad not been done, They always ot away with the stuck
before the troops could get ready to follow. We had several experi-
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: i : tto be

a like thils while we lay at Laramie. In fact the thing go
fx?(?g?):onuua and we got tired of it befrc'JremeI olr?sg éttal%é)oaf;ati%?‘vggg
i hile ranning the mail throuy ;
%etlng:;r‘ﬁa, Sosls above Laramie, the boys were ¢hased and compelled
to fight their way throogh.

CHAPTER Vill.

: d xpedition—Mrs. Fannie Kelley a Captive
Sl Sullev;;el’lc;v;?.:;s%grg: Fncﬁa.n Scout “‘Swift Bear” —tight at Horse
g?:l:::gStatlon—I am ordered there with Reinforcement —Running
the Gauntlet—Arrival at La Bonta—Forty miles through 3.31 x:?-
known country swarming with Sioux—Saved by & miataka; X, atte
Bridge''—The place we Wintered—Scenes and Adventure® here.

) i i Suiiev’s successful

mained at Fort Laramie until after Gen. Sul
ra?g?nr& the Indian country on Powder River, This was the most
disastrous to theSioux of any expeditlon ever sent out against them
in tfw.t country., Gen.sulley left the upper Missourl with a large

|  force of eavalry and at the same time Gen. Wheaton marched from

ith a similar force, and forming a junction on
i’ht_:i‘rt}i?r[t{?vg;?ttll?e;vmade a bold and determined dash into the verg
heart of the Sioux country, sweeping .ev'erylhmg ::eforev thsemﬁzl}s
capturing several hundred poonies and killing several warrior b
Fannie Kelley wasat this time a eaptive among the Sioux, an o

tintions brad been for some time going on for her release but withoat -

RS 3i iths before thiswhile en route for Oregon, with her
Iqllt]ﬂi)t;:;d :;:ﬁ amt{:{:iin of emigranty, they were ussailed at Bo'x-c:lfiir
creek, sixty miles beyond Lurainie, aud without making ﬁ?sdrtl.sla.t:
ﬂn(:e,’l»elievin;,r that the Indiaus could be persuaded SYI n dli&k:*q
ment to let them pass, several of their parly were Ktl1 ub, kuil s
Kelley and her little girl wers taken ng captives; her ust t}m‘:na ]
his escape. Allefforts hud thus far failed to effect her re Ellbft ,‘ttlm(
this Powder River raid was instituted wmore for the purpose thL n::;;
tising these Indians and releasing her than anything eise.d Alt oué,
they were badly whipped with heavy loss of both life an prgpe;ty,
“thev held on to their fair eaptive, aand not until several mouths after
tiiis chastisement did Gen. Sulley succced in releasing her. P

By her skill and courage she succeeded in leading a band o \gfa;h
riors, who went with her to Fort.Sulley, into the trap, nrr al_n_1 }1 ]
and had them all cu ptured. They had planned a capture of this 01;1
at the same time they were to deliver her up and receive the r;e .txfar
offeved by her husband and friends. But she made theillr mtc(rll 111(1)3:
known by sending anote with a frle:}dly Indian, to Su y,da?h ooy
saved herself, the fnr}tl, lt:iei- h?sbgndd; gnoney, and capture or

B ad 8o long held her in bondage.
mk:[r?:;.hi){g[ley, for t;ﬁis act, was some time afterward voted an talllc;;,:’r-
ance by Congress, of $5,000. The Indians killed her little girl the
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next day after the capture of the train. During her captivity, u
friendly Indian hanging uround Fort. Laramle, volunteered to carry
verbal messages to the Indians, und made several trips, always bring-
ing information as Lo their number, locality, intention, ete., and once
or lwice saved Laramie by giving timely notice of intended attack.

* Col. Manidier soon learned his value, and had him appointed a scout

in the U. 8. service, with the rank and pay of 1st Lieutenant, Wae
saw him when he first adorngd himself in his Lieutenant’s uniforin.
The officers who ordered it from the States had it made s brilliant
and gorgeous as possible.

He had been decked in a_“ breech clout” blanket and wore no hat,
His new clothes consisted of dress coat, cpaulets, pants with gold
band and large plume and the usunal undershirt and dra wers, the lat-
ter of red flunnel. The bfficers rigged him up in all thege garmente,
andhe strutted around through eamp like a peacock. DBut it wasn’t
long before *“Swift Bear” got tired of g0 much clothing, so one morn-
ing he presented himself béfore the Colonel adorned in his drawers and
shirt and the large plume taken from his hat flnated magnificently from
hisscalp lock. 'The band of his hathe had ripped off and tied around
his neek and the long red sash which he ha tied'around his waist
contained a revolver and long sealping knife. '

He seemed to admire this style of dress more than the blue uniform,
and friendly Indians at the post looked upon him with admiration
and jealousy.

This Indian (Swift Bear,) as he called himself, became of great ser-
vice to the soldiers ulong tle route and had the confidence of all the
officers, He performed much valuable service, and was ever watch-
ful of the interests of all the posts ulong the North Platte.

Our officers had nearly ull been placed in commund of posts along
the route, or assigned tu various duties, and our companies were w0
thinned out by repeated details, that but small squads were left to
each. Qur company comwmunder, H, W. Brazie, was appointed
Judge Advocate, for the Departmentof the North Platte, and the
writer awoke one morning to find himself in command of his come
pany,—rather a great responsibility for a boy of seventeen ' sum-
mers, .

To Brtazie'’s official signature he would attach the letters “J, A"
This the waggish boys construed into meaning “Jack Ass.” After
remaining here until " along in October, 1865, a part of the Powder
River expedition returned to Laramie bringing with thewm the spoils
of a successful raid. Eight hundred ponies were driven in, beside a
large namber were packed with plunder captured in the Indian vil-
lages which had fallon in their way.

Soon after this one chilly afternoon, when we were allsitting around
our little fires, report came to Laramie that a band of hostiles were in
tha vicinity of Horse Shoe Station, and that stoek had been stampeded
at that Post. We were expecting orders to march to that station,
when an orderly came to camp with an order for thirty men with
three day's rations to report at once to headquarters. An hourlater I
drew s detachment of my regiment up in frontof the headquarters
and with hat in hand reported to the Colonel.

‘ Are you detailed to command this detachment ?’ he asked, eye-
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ing me from head to foot, in a manner that caused many very strange
feellngs to pass over me.
= I answered us firmly as possible. :
“Rﬁ%hr{roung. I think, fortht?e ﬁxpe;]]mt: ”I have in view, but I
y ill go through, with half & chance, ‘ "
Luli\;; {%lzghlnesgu wis lt? r;:o wlsedexﬁsedam:‘e(lil;ﬁ (;irzs?]g[igg:ltggné?lok T
thought I detected in hisface and the exp e e ot
“1 find it necessary to relnforee the parrison. e
1 ‘e of king around that post, an
went on, *There Is a force of Indians lar Pl gad
X e to run the gauntlet bafore you reac 0, bl
;;gﬂ rtx(l){:;ryoi;ﬁ:ough, and that too us quickly as your ponies can make
t n

.

I thought for & moment that the floor was moving from under my

i 3y ¥ g an alr of
-feet, but I quickly regained my composure, and assuming .

srene feh T did not feel, I answered ¢ _ .
i"“]‘iﬁiﬁ'?:,:gt\,v:}t:l}t:nel. we’ll po t’hmugh.” und with a parting injune

“tion to proveed cautiously and tele:raph my arrival, I left his pres.

ence and was soon at the head of my squad going at full speed up the
Pjinltr?ﬁst confess, that although I felt many misg{gingﬂ, ?sg?ugh_ags{
should never have been sen}s out ori rs?:l;ai)gﬁizxg:é?: litRed e
reinlly with such a small force. fe de ch 3
z':gr(“llllll'l‘zinktl would not have for a moment wavered in my determi

. hution to go through even had I known that my sealp would have

been “lifted” on tho way. It was not bravery that Jed me on, but a

.reckless pride in doing something many men much older than my-

i emarked while
] undertuke to do. As oue of the boys r :
;ﬂtlﬁ;(;lggijg;iqﬁik march : “The durned fool hain’t got senseenough

any better.” ] .
lOStce:rll(()i‘Klu 5Emt. men on either side to the top of the bluffs with in

structions to keep even with us und at first sight of Indinns to report

at onee, by sun-down we had left twenty miles of it}{ue twenty-five be-
hind u*', and as yet caught not one glimpse of redskins.

Duarkness was fust gathering uronnud us and we suw a little spark of .

. lght away on before, which we knew must be the light in the wateh

tower at the Horse Shoe Station. We were eongmtgklatmg \gr‘t]::?,‘hl}’::
ol our good luck when just behind us camea ‘Yagdwl mu}:\.m e,
s moment scemed to raiseevery man out of hissaddle.

Ingut a good speed, and had our revolvers drawrll. I }illt Offf?é’fﬁfﬁef :
aﬁ;llt. hutno snoner had we cheeked up thun the yell was Wy

this time inn manner w hlt:lh EHVO E*Tilr?nuﬁad:ﬁfﬁl?&?-“}:'1t33;,r%?;3‘§ Lllnk’lsuxg
no buslness with that crowd, or us . : : :

: to our tired ponies we

lace fura gintloman,” and putting spurs :

{:t;:;hod on fo% the nsmt['(m or bloekhouse which we knew must be
m’lll‘lra’n Indlans, whoe number we could not uscertaln, 1blllt§1we;1%ggtli-
Ing like wolves and ur:cualo;mll 1\; ﬂrirﬁlg alr?g::ﬁatt'fw?ll“b?;“t);:re?r ygils' 06
We flred our rovolvers in tho direction ! o IO i At
rajsed suck o rackaet thut the Srd U, 3, Infuntry boy X
hlo;(se h(s!(hwe(l that we were huving u droadful struggle, lll‘llli;i(t;) t\tzle
egraphed to Laramie, Woe soon reached the blockhouse, wh

found tho boys with thelr rifles thrust through every porthole walting ;

for a chanco to shoot,
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The gate, or entrance through the stockade around the stables wagy
thrown open, we rushed In, and they were closed, The Indians
knew too well the dunger of approaching within range of those mus-
kets, and soon leftand took Lo the hills, :

I immediately telegraphed to Fort Laramle :

. “é&,l,l right, we are here, but had to run the gauntlet. No one
urt. :

There were about twenty-five soldiers at this blockhouse, which
was siiuated twenty-five mlles northwest of Laramie and forty miles
beyond this wus the next statlan—Lu Bonta. It must ba remember-

‘ed that no settlements of any kind were along this route, but these
stations, All wasa lonely, dssolate waste of wild, upinhablied -
country, There i3 no timber except on the streams which tlow into
the North Platte, and they are fow and far between. The country iy
hilly, and ut the time of which I write, being 80 thinly gettled, and
guarded, that It was the paradise to the hostile red wen, and the
ravenous wolf, who always seem to prow! tocether,

After a warm sn pper, and a chat with the boys of thelonely block-
bouse, welay down upon the floor near the large wood firepluee, and
in the few bunks not being occupied, There was asoldier here of the
8rd U, 8. Infantry who had the typhoid fever, and the poor fellow
had become delirious, In his wil ravings he imagined that every-
thing and everybody around him were hostile Indians, und guily
were all kept out of his reach as much A3 posgible. Inthe exeitement
this hed besn neglected and we lay down to slee leaving him with
hisnurse, whose daty it was to walch him and o minister tho medi-
‘cine which had been sent up from Laramie,

We were all sound asleep save the lone guard in the watch tower,
The nurse had become drowsy and had fallen fast asleep near his

- now sleeping patient. I cannot now (ell just how it was, nor can

any of the other boys, but we were ull awukened at the sume instunt
by ashot and repeated whoops, and the cry of “Indlans, Indiuns,
they. are all around the camp fire, come out boys! tarn out | fire ¥
and then unother “bang-bang,” The hot coals were seattered around
the fire-place, nnd the bewildered meéu rushed to and fro in their uy.
derclothes hardly able to realize what happened or where they were,
But the fact soon revealed ftgelf, and we saw that the delirious man
had seized one of our seven-ghooters, and belioving we were Indinng
he was determined to make a cleun sweep of the whole garrison, In
the excltement rome one unbarred the door, und n rash way made
for the vutside. A dozen or more men In undress aniform ran out
around the stockude befors the fellow with the gun was secured,
Had the Indians been uear that moment the post could have easlly
been captured. We had all gottled down around the fire talking of
the strange occurrence when s red head peered out from bencath one
of the bunks, and Flinn In a low, trembling volce, snid ;

“Bure an’* It’s a divil of & sthrange country whors g man can’t
live dj]rzl’s,ide norout of the house atull, at all, Iy the varmint sa-
cured

On beingaasured that the sick man was dlsarmed, Fllnn erawled
out from his hiding place and told how near ono of the hulls hud
shaved his head,

The poor deranged man had to be held in bed all night long, and
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: i ined he wa3
i hear him plead for his lfe, for he imng
;tl‘:'l?; t[::\tnegf E‘otfothe' Indiu,nspand would soon be roasted alive on the

© 44hig camp fire’’ which hesaw burning In one e¢nd of the barracks.

s ing when
this statton until 5 o’clock the nexteven
w:igc;?:'gﬁmsgea;ollowmg telegram: ‘*Report tl‘) Col. Sﬁugg:ﬁ al.‘r?
Bonta between now snd daybreak to-morrow, Telegraph y

’ TR V
riY‘H(l}':'eat goodness!  DId tho man think I was made of iron, or waa

" hedrunk? Forty mlles through un unknown country swiarming with

r ¢ reflections on ro-
Indians, and in the night, too "' These were my refl

mé;tilggeu:v?ng:\d: lE;elp for it, We must go. I fully believed then that

the commander at Laramie was drunk or he would not have ordered

. mo to undertake such a huzardous march by nlght through such &

La Bonta
Id not see why we were needed at
?gg;t';%hn'r::f ?—Iﬁr‘fg g’:hoe. We well knew ;hx}t ab thehfo%tclil%'nﬁ!stc: K
weren full company of Infantry nud a large portion of the 2

‘nin Cavalry.

But, ns Flinn remarked “Orders 1s orders and must be obeyed,and
y 2 )

{ k when we left
ce? 11 hrail of the Sergeant,” It wus dar 4,
:‘t:e, l[lnf?tl-lg;fltm}etiirm snd I had dt-ft;g'lrledl oul‘ilemr?:itg%%taﬂ-llllé‘t'g lt;fuill]lits
Alev the Indians were sti nt )
l::i]aitt;Vl:fi t\};l::ﬁltilf uolt likely be observed and would slip awny and
‘ hind. .
m}i‘?nt:l:lnﬂlt"tf ﬁgl&:ne to fully dea:_:rlbc lﬂmt’ I?P\ﬁ ém:‘lr trll;nﬁ:r;?lﬁs a’lfﬁhiln?
d v could I fully realize fora long : :
3:::-5?;?'1‘;1?11137(:““] xlmtln smutx,\t;;a dr?’i'f-' &:irl::; :;lg}:‘tr!:\:;:‘?i B ————
After bldding the boys at the  bloe A We L g
‘ thelr good wished and sympathy,
:'l:::'::};em{ku::gducfmnemh through the tlmber on tho opposite bank,

Llero we decided to divide our runks and  keep off the road and well

i ' ible the sound of our,

3 -on either side to prevent i )()Hslb"‘ t f ot

ﬂﬂ:‘_fz';- E:)?)grlf‘:gm attracting attention, Wlth cocked r%ggl:r‘;r;em

band we dashed on all nlutl)llt };}n;ﬁ nev‘t;ra f\lr?){&ﬁnlill toil::r?moment i

n on top of some high bluff where (

e ke D O e cwoumtil DS 1n Tha Relghbgthiosd

Midnight eame, and we knew ths I I
ta. We reached a point where two roads 5

gif;(#engf we could see a long dark line of tlr.nbertgmd weel:gSE t\;g

were approaching a streawm. After some dellb(_}gl 1&?& o;—a. o

richt hand road and soon came down upon a wide

ing place for trains. We had taken the wrong trail. After some

i i w trail, we
seatehi /0 finally found a ford and following a narro
e oot o (e Brotd ol agia, Thlsprove Lo b tnemon ik
te we had ever made, for v ) 3
mzifltgge‘l)r?tl‘jvo miles from' whore we crossed, thore were concealed

in the brush a handred lminted warriors evidently expecting us, and
] Y

ral slaughter.
prg\?: wttllngu:lc?d%?lneull nigh% in milence, not a word had been spoken

7 ) ¢ t of tim-
i s d now we suddenly halted upon theskir
- ?)E:" g? i&v}i[(:gte; 'c?gek. Just across the stream stands the low, dark,

i i life was
B blockhouse surrounded by a stockade, No 8igo o
j\“rlig?tﬁg all darkness and silent. e crossed the cresk and are just
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emm}zlng from this wood when clear and dlstinet comes the com -
mand : Co

“Halt! 'Who comes there ?"’ _ ;

It was like a volce from the dead. The first sudible sound we had
heard through all that night,

““ We are n detachinent of the 6th West Virginla Cavalry, from Lar-
amle, ordered to report to Colonel Btagg, at La Bonta=Is this La
Bouta 2V I replied,

‘t‘ \,{,es. Stund fast for a moment, and send a man forward to the
gute,

I complied with his command and we were soon taken Inslde the
enclosure. Iat once asked for Stagg, and his quarters were pointed
out, Btagg was not in command here, but wus on his way to Salt
Lake, gathering up his scattered regiment as he went on,

The Post was Incommand of a Captain of the regular army—38d U.
8. Infantry. He had held an office in the Rebel army, and we had
heard of him as & high toned red taper, and, #sa result, none of the
soldiers along the route cared to be placed uuder his harsh rules,

I paused for e moment at the door and could see the gllmmer of o
lght through ity cracks and  heur the low murmur of voices within,
It was 3 o’clock In the morning and whut on earth could be golng on
ut that untimely hour? '

"Come In,” camein rosponse to my knock, I pulled the latch
string and entered, leaving the door aJar while my hand rested upon
the letch within,  Aroundn rude tablewal threo of leers. They were
deeply enpngoed In a pame of poker which had been in progress all
night. Money was pliled up alt around on the table, showlng that u
big game was being played. Al looked up when I entered, und I be-
came ut oncesomewhat embarraseod, but only for & moment, for au-
gor snon drove all thought of bashfulness from 1y mind,

“Who the devil ure’ 1you, and what do you waut here,” suid the
gruff Captuin, full of whiskey,

“1am Sergeant George H, Holliday, in command of adetachment
of the6th West Virginia Cavalry, from Laramie, ordered to report
to qugnel Btagg, Is that officer here?’ I unswered, as coully as
possible,

* Were you ever disciplined, sir?” sald the angry Captain, as he
rose from his seaf,

‘“Is Colonel Stagg here?” I asked, directing my enquirles to the
two oflicers at the table,

1 say, young man, where did ¥ou get your manners; who drilled
you, sir 2" and the Captain caved around like caged lion.

I knew at once what had made him mad, and [ was in no humor

- for euncilliation, and I very ambitiously replied :

' A graduate of West Point drilled me, sir—the present Judge Ad-
vocate of the department of the North Platte, » man who knows more
ﬁisclplji,ne, tactics and militury law in one minute than you ever will

now,

The enraged Captain looked dumfounded—he could not speak, but
looked atme and then at the other officers,

“ When I entered your quarters, sir, I neglected to remove my hat,
my only excuseis my embarrassment,” said I; “and out of respect
for these other officers, I will do so now.” _
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«Shut the door,” yelled the Captain as with clinched fists he atart-

edltgav\:‘er?htga&mr a slam, and heard the men who had gathered on

thf 02%?:.23 [t“hliq“?v}o Californians at t he table vf{hfk at each other and .
givenme‘v‘vhutl lhought{ - b?lrm(l):pptg?;“:f t;?g earliest opportunity,
¢ port you to yo t :
yo:nl'sghrggnr?’pg;id Jt:e. as h};a sank Ieﬁl;%;;;)sé:d";nbtg hilisilti:;lgi:l.w .
h“ Ist :ﬁ;géff d(}::ly gr())r(i\dr;l:};éing my l:,‘aptain’s company, sir, They
all k ‘e, ? t be of any use sir.’
a“AEnt%% Itl:\g’ lt\:;gnotﬂifers br(?ke out ihn_ a}s:upgressed laugh, and the
xtended me his hand.
yo‘l‘)?ir(:z”é)?)?gz:glr%?ti;?’dagid he. ‘*Bergeant, we'll go th gnd have
'mn ed for.! , ;
B et | bles where my men were impa
il sed through ‘the stab tga-
tie?:?ll:; a\:n:‘i;gnlg;:sie remarkedﬁ ,:‘ The captain has lost heavily
' § nk too much, . *
ni'ki‘ll‘ltel: :?ednl}:;qtﬁ;}ust :)y this ti rr)r;ssvg::;g(?llﬁgp a'?‘(liu I:hgiﬁosr;)e(*)ln :':.z}t s
eakfast cooked and our poniesca 2
| !:v?trrﬁ)rders W hIetn;a'dy :Ohg(llmgg HCE)an;;mI{-jllfi'nidier. at Fort Laramie,
alk I telegrap ! .
& df?'%at:fl‘:al and E;-m'eived the following replér - Skig
"W I done.  Proceed to Platte Bridge with Co gy
wplovﬂd the next morning with a dehu:hmel:i: ”t 20 Sillovatn
ey nd after three dayy’ march, with, the ;_lewrh nouutafEs gt
Cwnhf-y‘ “il the North Platte winding thro’ the roug JErE D
ek P;I:ht wé reached Platte Bridge, or Fortkfiﬁs%e % o8 Ly
3333’;‘ (l;fg’]_,;’eutenant Casper Collins, “{Q?eﬁfife ki gmigi}unt 0 Huda,
i 3 ile trying scue I ]
i ftiwle)’vfh{:af Il::?iilsﬁfsf' “PFIhe: 'ﬁmqb‘; s%n of Colonel Collins, of Ohio,
:a:lc{;{i megnber of the Eleventh Ohio Cavalry.

1 of
What shall I say of Fort Casper? If I were to attempt to tell « ‘

inci f the

the hardships and privations,aod the hunc}red? Eil’(;nlc‘:‘((ilelllt::: ?nure

-ﬁri)]td]avinter which had now :|l:'ead‘}zl ‘t):]e%u':ﬁclet “I-(I)ere Lt iy

¢ than I could expect to be allott i

spacebg 3,, to colleect, for we were to wmterﬁhp}:‘e A

SOtk gwaq at this time a small bloek-houze Ere £upisg Dy d de.

.l‘heret of the Seeond California Cavalry,_w omb clioval, ang

mthmgtf} the Third U. 8, Infuntry. A Fre m.hmar: ag Jhe nars of

:ﬁ:ﬁirda L I e ]E‘r;f tli(l)g gg(t]g;;;ereﬁm toll for crossing

b tune o * E =12 4

pe;;;eg;gﬁé ttgi:?: ::.'afg:m]v #0, and it had to be paid, for the river could
® Rix- i )

{ es either way, ) ‘ :

"n'{‘l?t? ng“ier?eéo;')"r)?tlllmi of our command had nlécoléet;t;tdtl;el;sull{\ktl;t

o of two weeks, under Major Squires, an Ww L

ﬁ?,ﬁ',{s pullding 2 blocl{-hottl‘se fgrt‘i)l%r }?gj.!:ryu:g;)ws gf winter upon us

3 o foun :

ot gemngh?mil“g'o%?e% ‘gut of our tents into our log hm.enorl:ali]g;gﬁ- Dr{IJn

?t?efsof)?li}‘(}]?nv were cut by our men inhghttla m:lﬁg&ag;z sss?e‘(’i s ek,

2 -
n ox train which we i
g%?fﬁgﬂadt?a%glﬁgv?ggabeen turned over, with the exception of half a

dozen wagons, at Laramie. There was little distinction made here
o , at
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between officers und brivates. All realized alike the necessity of [ip-
mediate action, and the officers volunteered to do their part, and
more, of the hard, hard work, of chopping and haullng logs, .

The tenmsters of the ox train had nearly all been discharged aud
sent.to Laramie and we hud to A their places. It wus g common
thing to see a captain or lieutenant with A0 0X whip at a ‘“Sright
shoulder shift,” commanding six yoke of bullg toiling up the moay. °
tain side after a load of pine logs.

Tle pioneers were detailed, or rather took their turn, at chopplog
logs while half the foree formed a chain guard around them fur pro.
tection from the Indiang wao lurked around ju the woods and
watched for a chance to pick off our men while at work, We were
vompelled to work with our heavy revolvers on wnd our carbines
leaning ugainst the nearest tree. The Loys had fine fun shooting
black tailed deer which évery now and then Came dushing through
the woods where they were ut work,

About the last of November, when our jub was about complete, and
we hegan hauling wood for our winter’s fuel, u heavy snow foll and
the roud to the mountains becutue so blocked with drifts thut hy uling
for the time being had ti be Buspeuded,

uring the night after the heavy snow o terrlfic wind came down
Lpon us rom the northwest and we knew thut our men in the moun.
tains would be snowed under.  Their camp wns located in » deep
canyon undor u hoge cliff of rocks, They had for shelter nothing Lot

Einn brush thrown upon poles, for we ha expected to get through
efore the storms of winter set in,

For saveral hours during the early part of thut
men sat under thelr meapre shelter and tried to k
ing, while the snow drifted off the eliffs and filled the canyon to the
depth of a dozen feet, The heavy suow weighted their sheltep down
and by midnight they found their fires extlinguished and themselves .
buried beneath the fast falling snow, Wrapped in blankets, they
fought the drifting suow with shovels, sticks and brush, piling it up

swful night those
eop the fires burn-

~all around them ag high as they could rench, When day dawned

and a relief party reached them, they were shoveling and beating a
path through their prison walls, and it was several hours before they
could be extricated, This was the beginning of the culdest winter
ever seen in the Rocky Mountnins, ns many of the Indians and
French told us before spring came,

We were caught without firewood, and ouar winter’s su
and rationy had net yet arrived from Laramie.

Our quarters were done, and we had Just moved i

The situation was anything but cheering. We had three or four
hundred ponies and mules to be fed, aud the urass had been poor
during the fall—so pour that but few trains had cowe through thiy
route, but had preferred the South Platte, Duriug the first fow weeks
after the snow catwne, there seemed toshe u territorinl conventioa of
coyotes in viecinity of Plutte Bridge. They could be seen at any timae
during the day In plain view of our quarters, aud at night such how s
Wo never heard before. Bat did the reader ever see g coyote? T will
try and give & description of him,

The coyote i about the size of a yellow dog, and looks like a second
hand wolf in straightened circamstances, He bears about the same

pply of forage

n time to escape,
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relation to the genul
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a chicken thief does to a

air of being usham

ne wolf that.the buzzard does to the eagle, or that

modern bank cashier. 1Ie has a perpetual

od of himself, or of something he has done.

As you catch u glimpse of himn, trotting away from one biuff to an-
_ other, looking back over his ears with his tail furled around his left
leg, he looks ay if he was aware that the police had a clew to his

wltereabouts, and were working up his case.

No one ever saw a fat coyote. You may catch a young one, eivil-

ize him as you can, feed
lar on him, but his ribs

the first opporiunity

he will voluntarily an

him on cauned groceries and put a brass col-
will be his most Xromlnent feature, and at
ungrutefully leave your

hospitable roof, and from choice become a roving vagabond on the
plaing, liviog on carrion and sharing his meal with the buzzirds.

These predatory s
fieht in them.
coyote exiats was il

hadows are not at all dangerous, There is no
That a popular fallacy regarding the ferocity of the
lustrated not long since in the remark mude by a

Norweglan preacher in a serroon he preached not long after his arri-

vul in the West.
« Dear friends,

beautiful

the gpugs of t
suminer evening,

He said:
methinks I see two men walking out on one of your

prairies. They enjoy the perfume of the beautiful flowers,-

ger. The sun siuks to
~ of night gradunlly descends and closes out the light of duy; still the
men walk leisurely nlong feeling safe and secure. But hark! What

sound was that in the
them arrest their steps?
their track. The fierc
And what, think you,

he innocent birds, the calm quiet beauty of your Indian
Communing together they walk heedless of dan-

rest beyoud the distant horizon; the curtain

distance? What blood-curdling howl makes

It is, dear friends, the cry of the coyote on

o and bloodthirsty coyote is in hot pursuit,
do these unfortunate men do? One of them,

my beloved congregation, realizes his danger, and running to a tree
climbs, by the aid of a branch, vut of reach of the fangs of the relent-

less beasts of prey,

He called unto his companion and said unto him:

+On! my brother, climb up here and be saved! but the other said:
No, there is no danger}
plenty of time.! Alas!

oles came upon

the wolves are still a great way off—I have
while he was yet speaking the dreadful coy-

him, and rending him limb from limb, devouring

him even in the twinkling of uneye. And thusit is, Oh! careless and
heedless sinner, that you stand,” ete., ete.

When

churech, an old bu

the preacher concluded the sermon and was leaving the :
Il-whacker who had been on the plains for many

years, nccosted him and said:
i Parson, the front end of your sermon was grand and glerious, and
caleulated to bluff the unconverted sinner. You had a tuil hand, and

might have raked in all

soul you
yarn.”

played a nine-

the mourners in the pot, but Lord bless your .

spot when you chipped in with that coyote
— : ‘

- POV e
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CHAPTER IX.

- After the Bloux-Our Winter Oostume_Pawnée
‘ - Soouts—
:‘::er :li:r:: :; ““Draw Poker''—a Lieutenant ralses a ‘%‘.:;f gie(::::
i o P.ah;_ev:;tire outfit of hie Noble Red Brother—Again
. : e strike a fresh trall and run it—Into aBnow-
e ans burn a..Baw Mill at Laramie Peak and kill all hande—
Fol 3?;1:: d;:cover & Dead Warrior and conclude to take an
R also;;o;t;z;a;rzg’szgz—“fe make some scientiﬂcall discov-
, Deer, Elk and Gri’zzly Bear—lgll:;ﬁf:;at:;::s;e[::il;ﬂalo’ il
Intense sufering. Those Vinegar Ples. Tobacc.:o H;‘il“nﬂ' b
the boys emoke up their rations of Tea and Coffee “;tone o
far into the Mountains after deer. We discover “J’l 'e e
and go into camp in the. mouth of aCave. Howell a']:tlfls e
‘Dlscovery_tha-t we are camped {n a Grizzley’s Den, &c¢ ® & Buck.
A v

After the weather hid become samewh
ewhat
R‘ﬂﬁ l[;la%lre;it aulgl settled, a volunteer force wnq“c';:-!rg‘iarfoagg ége o
DR~ ab e below Deer Creek Station to look after s Iwn_the
X een stealing the stock from that post ome Indiang
Joihpout ity of us ofored at onco t go, elad fo got away from thi
* %{}rd‘? o]f l’;"dﬂkins to find it-some diversion, even if we had to fight
8 had been providing ouraelves with t
glf{.clllothmg,hwhich. con3isted of a wolf Skint:%gu?)tgfrgtllgyc‘;lnte; ofnf)(ﬂt
anh t?]\;gr? lJtPB with leugins attached which reached lopt'he E .
down the ey er}ed by Inng buckskin strings was allowed to hang
oy - e of the legs, Buffulo mittens, and the custom ang
: y uniform, completed the costume. These * extras" hn.ry Y-
u%}lshed by ourselves, and cost considerable, 4 1o be
rapped in the above described outfit, we sat out one cold cleé.r

-morning, over an unbroken rond through snowldrifts, and after u hard

days march we reached Deer Creek Stuti i
! tion. This pos
souse o e 11t O Cuvelry b, unirs et 1o & e
‘ = oun wenty-

fnflhdl i;:’n g%l_;ig;ra v’ni'ho had come over from the Mlssnuriyﬂf[l::r E::r Fa
yhlle ofls d'l?‘ er the mail. The route along the Missouri rer .
% lﬂﬂ.”qhad ecome blocked with snow, and was impb.saabl aril
pu e nd gone through forsemetime, so the mall 2o

North Platte route. ! WIEeREovne

After our supper was devoured, as u
to a game of poEer, in which all the In:IL}:E;a e&g&yl&oﬁgﬂg}ettled sy
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All Indlans play poker, How they learn und where they get thelr
cards huas been a mystery, You muy tameu wild [ndlan, educate
him, convert him to Christlanity, make a misstonary of him. and
gend him buck to his brethren, an& before the sun gues down he will
stake his last broncho on & game of poker.

There ure but few tricks known to the professional gambler which
the redskin I8 not perfectly familiur with, und which he wlll not re-
gortto when opportunlty affords, But n trick was played by one of
our officers here which lald everything In the shade these Indians
had everseen.

Four wen 34t down to a rough;table for agame. A Lieutenant, &

rivate, and two Pawnee Indians. A pravious urrangﬁ]ment had
Eeeu mndeto “ralse a cold deck” on these fellows, which was suc
cessfully done and ralsed more excltewentut that little remote blocks«
Knn an attack by Indlans would have caused,

The pume was o lifty cent “ante’’ gawe, wlth no limlt to the bets.
Everything wasgolog on nicely and the two Indirns hud been ul-
lowed to win largely, quitea crowd of boys had gathered around and
were watching with intense Interest. Finally the tlme came for ac.

tion. It was the Licutenant’s deal, the cards were denlt out, and a. ‘

close observer could detect a twinkle of satlsfaction ln the eyes of
each of the Indiuns asthey picked up thelr hands, Of course all
came In,

"The buck on the left had four Jacks, Ingun ne, 2 had four Queens,
‘the private four Kings, and the Licutenant four aves, All discarded
one and drew one, oxcept the Lefutenant. ‘Then the betting com-
menced. First a ten, then doubled, and soon rau up to one hundred
dollars ani over sized one Indlan’s pile, but he was not to ba bluff-
ed. Hehada winning hand and he meanttostakeall he possessed on
it.” T'wo of the men hud laln down thelr hands, and the fight was be-
tween the Lisutenant and the Indian of the fourJacks, He lacked
ﬂl:‘ty dullt!ium to see the last ralse, He pondered long, looked puzzled,
then snid @ i

“JoJim gnt no more money, Put up good pony~—fifty dollars "

The kind officer agreed to the pony, und the two hands were
shown. The Lieutenant had won over & hundred dollarsunda pony,
and the poor red mirn was busted,

This wound up the game, and as the unfortunate man arose he
gald: - ‘

“Jo Jlr, all broke—no money—no pony—all gone,”

But before we left the next tmorning the money was all returned
and the pony restored to the rightful owner, and I suppose thers was
never a happler Indian than Jo Jim, especially when the Lieutenant
learned him the trick it was done with,

Heveral miles below Deer Oreek we were surprised at ﬁndln{z B
fresh trall In the snow leading from the North Platte tnthe direction

. of Laramle Poak., We declded ut once to follow this trall. A close

eximlnation revealed the fuct that the Indlans hud passed through
the night previvus and could not be mnn;tr‘ miles in the ad vance.
Following as rapidly as the nature of the country and the frequent
snow drifts would permit, weJourneyed on until nfternoon when a se-
vere snow storm satin and we were compelled to give up the chase,

" und makeour way across the plain for La Bonta. We reached 1t

* I knewat once thatour curi
oslt /
without seeing the contents of tha{ t:{:g‘:lld s ilat iy
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late that night, almost exhau ‘
sted and several men
%“i‘ngrtmgﬁgg tl:j iuﬂ%l‘in;] I‘lilm:fel;?‘djgﬂ sma{ll forca of cavatigglznctlrggglé
lh{a{rz. ar%(ti bursxagf the mlll to thea:;?rr?u?m]:'eak, kllling every man
urne e next day to Deer Creéx. But
%ﬁfﬁ"&;"ﬁ ;2[&}; té’&'}i’ré’& ga ﬁa(tji on thl? IWa\y. and mIdton!g;tsgeiaégg’z:
for In that country, and ut%l?n i i B TG oy robbkrs
o s at time, no such u thin g
:& I!Eg;tn el;tt::’?:kneofn g?t?gvbr:} éaly th?.t '113'}“3' lttl WHS i cgll‘;vl;lﬁ)g "Jr’.‘?;ﬂ; 13:
( es of soldlers and teamsters who dl

Wwera burried lo shallow graves ul I g
fheranu i T i Bu ong the road, und dissect them ny
inaseindt ooy o ln m,fif' : ut our cuse wuy somewhat different,

Bnbecont i anndIaoer(érs in search of seleutific knowledge
. eud orallve, and a )
jlll‘\;f &?\??'a?xgt \3]11%. hﬂt?f:' “t:t“duu(%mi, JVG thou‘ght it ?n?r"edclrx]ll;rl(:oﬂ Ilclgc)l:&?

: 3, 0 had beon sent in ad

ed to tuke observations from nll th ) ok

] ¢ higher bluffy, an o r
l\ia?e‘t":lsmtim’z'a tgr%(; ¢=|v1§(|; #;’ttﬁaolplﬁttacwhere t]l:I'_aI trafl leg ti:o‘fn th"l:?xtpt:

and, Corporal Hewell und myself,
e ft;e:;?:?:l?vﬁﬁﬂ r?(illrg“lxﬂ]%dt\m::ce of our com tlrlmnd whet?v?el:truck
timber on thé bank of the rive ifore Wl o oo
r. Here we upproue :

ﬁlfcl,(::; Sgg;v:tn% the surrounding country from aptﬁlé)tl]“l:l!{:l(flf, (\\?g gr{:tucft!gd

o oader nd at onow were surprlsed to see that the trall cume ton
. at the woods were full of trucks, The snow of the nh:lhrtt

' . before had somewhat covered up the tracks und we knew that no In.

dlans had been there thatd
when we heard Do!amﬁulﬁ%k t-ovi.?st:md Seiiisrettnoneh he udor,

_'['tg?gﬁlguick, I've roulr,zid an Ingun,”

i we were at his slde under a serub onk

ot hove v il Bl ‘3 s it STOvEr 81

e amps, buffulo hunting, pulnted war.

ik o DE)“ nlcely rolled up and securely tled to p'u e luld frowm

‘ Boys that's a huck, and he’ (

s i ks i 8 not been dead long, for everything

ed' 'I(-)Ior:ge% Os:fger [ ut}]orlt logkqﬁ mgrggcligg)el;?,fgre Feishlegy” EEk-
on alnt been hung more th h

Whats 'oin s ; an three days at most,

o theng A gsi.;oge done, boys ? sald Ddland looking first at the tree

“Go away and let him be, I suppose,” I ventured to say, although
8 to leave.

‘" Boys, It won’t do to fool around here too long,” said Doland

“I'll tell yo !
) unroltﬁlxt']’at I'lido, Ill climb up and cut him down If you-

We agreed to hls proposition and, lna twinkllng he was up the

tree and cutting th
Iest. resting place, thongs which bound the noble red man to his

This done, he gave him a
push with his foot [
:ﬁ:gg down and striking one of the lim bs, lodged r?)ggntl}gg;%att It:'llllélrtt
over andstriking the ground with adull thud stood on his



]
i
i

" andl began to assume the shapeof an Indinv,
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' heéd for an instant, thea toppled over and lay at full length before

usit was a strange sight and one which caused an Involuntary shud-
der to creep over me. ,

L Barge,” said one of the boys.

:*ﬂﬁlﬁi igt;ol::r?elf, ui;y' kunife is two dull.”? " And Ibegan to regret

ith the muatter. .

: ti;:ilta\:rlg ‘whg:g t?ndgr;vllt, and we all commenced cutting tgg él;ott:)g:
wud soou had w largo elkalln Jope bae off and soms old biankols
mgr{'ff agl;:g::rt., r('i‘hé pile hud by this time become grently reduced

£

An offensive smell began to Issus from the blankets, and wo han-

. dled the old rags with a good denl of care,

i the blankets off,
i roing it over « fow times we had kgl
un{l"ttgleli; wbjs l5:‘uurn1:;ndla n. He was a lurgze nnd well forl;l:t‘% {:}u:g
wan andthe palat upundhmf fuce hud 9\.;:;113:11213' (E);;?:?)V?'?.fhe ed 05 gl
ter death. For the goud o science “‘f-i s evldeﬁces ] i ]
his death, but could discover no wound no guidenied Gis
ic hat he had probably dled of u bro :

Oufiie#ﬁ[lu‘-z::e’h i‘u n nicc.-lylbuaded‘huckskm shirt and leggings, with

h | mvied 50 wuch
“w very ornatnented puir of mocewssing which Doland envied s

" H o s H l i d
that it required much pursuasiou to prevent lmuI ,11'(;31 2ﬁf:"$§rﬁ‘;h
A i e u:jl!‘ll'l \\\Ya?:gclgﬁgrg«]lﬁa?l]c;l%{tﬁtnd)lyher:lh a short bur-

p flects, iy : " ! _
i-ﬂ?lt‘n?l:mﬁr;ftr;;w und qulverl{u{l pt‘l\a:-iruws, « huutlng pouch which
: d gnall trinkets, ' .
w:’-‘: 1:}::;?11:‘1&‘1?21?;E(:ar:r(:i utnong these, and ns I wuntetll ogw lﬁf tll)lglele
instruments of denth I seized 1t at once and thrust it a? r(;ng.-)lrwvré
Several pleces of old silver purtinlly cnnverlvd}:}tguti Rt
among the trophles which, us the boys‘;n{(ldu:(':glh
in the happy hunting grounds, we poukete b f'md concludod to

We had now thoroughly dissected our subject A T
do him wpand swing him again where we fonnd bm(l‘le iHmbo
wrapping all the goods around him we found the : LCh ¢ e
a8 Liree na it was before and our thongs would not rea l)l(’)wih;' % tha

' wunlﬁur had changed and a cold,. froezing wind wl;.s Lot i Cowi
G eihe Sl ieryover e
until hotter weather. So sfter swes ste e o conics
departed friend wnd brother, we luutlfl ided
ac(?xl:ﬁitr{;g(elugur{t)rail to the main rond where we overtook the com

The old hatchet, I
thing of what we hud done, lm,? ‘ <
s lbnuar:{i’dhﬂtus;g?l: ?rom the !scone, in u sand bank, where I suppuose it

| ked out seversl
[ its little grave. This dasturdly decd lea J
?:Jic!)lnltlgi igf:éi\l\:;tr:ls.h‘&hen the Sinux uuder Standing Elk, surren

dered ut Laramie, thoy wanted the unnatural wretehes punished, .

a told it until
- found out just who did it, and we m.uver
t‘:g \tvt:;ﬁ 31011‘::;1':(1 out ut,I'lLi%weawortI; thtll &ga al::{:)};ﬂ hrarggg;l;%} oy
We returned to Platte Bridge the ne ; @ ent o
i k duaring the winter.
This was the last expedition we undertoo i e
fort- and keeping ourse
time was spent in looking ufter our cow e
land something to eat. No rations had ye
:1:\'\?' (:(l);a? %elore the anter would breuk we would have to depend

.
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upon our own resources for fopd. The monntains, a few wmiles dia-
taat were full of black and white tailed deer, elk, persimmon bear and
buflulo were roamiuyg in the Wind River Valley in large herds, but
thly was oue hundred and twenty-five railes distant, If the weather
would perwmit, we could come out all right, butif It was extremely
cold our chauces were slim.

Forsix weeks we lay In ourquarters lnuctive. Each night brought
with It the usual gnme of “freeze out” and uvvery uther day u demil
hud to be made go with the vxtra train tothe movntuin for wood. No
matter how cold, the wool must cong, and many of the boys benr
twurks to this day of the sufferings endured In those mountsins with
that wood train.

Then there were the U, 8. malls to be run through twice a werk
from Platte Bridge to Deer Creek east, and from Platte Bridge w
Bweot Water Btation west, "The mail had to gous long ns the weath-
er und condltion of the rond would permit, sud wuny times the boys
were twenty-flve successive hours on the roud, wading through deep
8now, breakiug a puss for their pack mules und ponies, overn dis-
tunce of twenty-five miles which was ustnlly made wheo the wenthor
was good, In four hours,

Thus atters went on at this !I)??Rt until some thme In November
when the road between Platte ridge snd  Fort Luramie, becamo
blocked up with snow and nyulls had to gtop, as did all traveling over

~ that purt of North Platte route. But there was one duty we had to

perform—wood we must have or freeze b denth, and not a siek
could be gotten short of the mountuing, seven miies distant,

With our availuble wugons, enough could be huuled for but three
days use. The result was that officers and men allke hud to turn out
nnd “work out their rond tax,” as the hoys termed the work of mnk-
lng wroad through suow drifts, We had no fears of hostlle Indimns;
we knew the red man could not live out In such Aretic wenther with
his scanty supply of clothing.

Our rations were now cut short, and  such a4 thing ns vegctubles
were out of the question. 'The only thing we could get which un-
proached vegetable food was vinegar, out of which the boys munde
pies, If our wives could see those pied, now, wouldo’t they be
ushamed of their pustry 2 They were Hiavored with nutimeg, which
we purchused from the now seanty stock of the French trader ut the
post at twenty-five cent cents each. The crust resembled a pieco of
newly teuned leather wnd would rival 1t in elasticity and durability,
The custard after tho pie was backed, lovked like wurm glue, uud
wai Just about as sticky. Buat we ato the pies ull the sameand in
our innocence thought they couldn’l bo beat by the best French cook
in Awmerica. .

About this time another calamity cawme upon us. The supply of
tobacco gave out. Had the flour run out, or the purk suddeuly dis.
appeared, and all these been entirely cut off, the loss would not have
been felt 50 much as was the loss of tobaceo. Nearly every mun in
ca.m]) smoked his pipe, and a lurge number, of course, chewed, Asa
result, the old smokers took to smoking coffoe und teannd wild suge.
But tea came the nearest filling the vacancy and it wud not long be-
fore our rations of ten way rll smoked up. Iowever there were u few
chewers In camp who had taken the precaution to supply themselves
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with the-weed at Laramie, but they kept it mighty still, and al- .

though they were constantly watched by the smokers, we could not
find where they kept it hid.

It was a common thing for the smokers to keep a constant watch
on the chewer’s mouth, and watch him spit, or detect if possible any
movement of his jaw, and if at any time a *‘quid” was discovered in
his mouth to negotiate at once for the second-hand chew.

It was generally pretty wellchewed up before the smoker got pos-
session of it, but after it wasdried before the fire, smoked very well,
and tasted sweeter than honey to the famished smoker, )

Up to this time none of our men had ventured into thie mountaing
very far. In fact they had not time to go, and it was not necessary to
go over the first range of mountains to tind deer in abundance. The
boys had been keeping the camp pretty well supplied with fresh
venison and antelope, killed within sight of our carop.

Sergeant Howell and myself talked the matter over one cold morn-
ing as we stood leaning against the sunny side of the blockhouse and
looked into theblue sky beyond the snow covered mounntains, and
concluded to organize a small squad and if possible penetrate into the
mountains, far beyond the first range. We had a longing desire to
see what kind of a country lay hidden in the dark shadows of those
mountain’s whose peaks we could see looming up away back inthe
southwest, . .

Accordingly on the next day, with three ponies well packed with
robes, blankets, ammunition, cooking materials, tents, ax and shovels,
and a week’s rations of flour, salt and coffee, three of us sat out midst

~ the hoots and jeers of the bovs who mude fun of the proposition to
goon such a hunt, Cooper, Howell and myself, composed the party.
After plowing throu:h snow forsix or eight hours, we found our-
selves at the Red Buttes, five miles trom camp.

We had been told by the half-breeds at the post that there was a
passor a low gap at this point,over which we could take our ponieg,
and several miles beyond wus a beautiful valley, where they could
get sufficient grass under the snow to live on.

Although night wus approaching, we determined to try and make

our way over the pass, and camp in some canyon in the mountains

over night. We found the pass comparatitively free from snow, as
it had blown off the rock into the canyons, and after a few hours hard
work we found ourselves well into the mountains.

We had forced our ponies over the rocks and through narrow paths,
along the edgesof dizzy crags, where a slip of the foot would have
precipitated man or beast down into the unknown depths of yawning
chasms and we were approaching the western slope of the pass, when
one of our ponies plunged into a deep snow drift, and it was long af-
ter dark before we succeeded by aid of our shovels in extricating

bim, The wind had settled and we concluded tocamp here until

daybreal. These mountaing were covered with great, stately pines,

with but little under brush, and we soon had a warm fire of pine.

knots, over which we made coffee, slap-jacks and delicious gravy
from the grease of a piece of fat “‘sow belly.” Then to add lo these
luxuries, **Doc.” Cooper had brought with him a large plug of tobac-
co which he bad succeeded in saving for a long time, and soothed
our brains with an old pipe—a “vet” of the late rebellion. There
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was nosleep that night, for a pack of h ot up
1 ungry gray wol
{lec;vsvtllm which all other wild beasts of the fgoguntsgtlns j‘:?;;gt gt?aaa
With the Thpbrotets or ‘ ' ;
pproqch of day they fled, and we took
ggg&; Jh;?élfthortthhee?olt}ntains.d Al?out noon of tl;)e al:egoggrc;alt;ev;'g
) alley, and oh! sucha spot, F
view it resembled a large lake nestled dp AL thakont ntars
grand mountains which entirely sarr af)?tyf e oty
und the dis tance across either"wa o I T T hore
. ! Yy wasnot less than a mile, Th
Was not a stick of timber to be seen on it, and i ; vel
asu floor., What a spot of beaut lsrmast have Been T oo ovel
] ¥y this must have bee i
summer time. Tall dead grass stood high abuve tﬁéign?\fﬂ‘fﬂﬂg

than our ieg’
oo, ponies’ backs, which must have been beautiful when clothed

loose boulders lay thick in th
; e deep guleh around w (
(v)vl:;fm?gdfoé \?ig%v;rcséardfs, whlt(aln wecame to the mouth gt! (;,hca‘t:z W(I)-Ellg
sotunold camp, and we congratulated oursel
upon ourgood fortune., Howell confessed % g
like the looks of the ‘hole in th 0 andwe i ot
* hill,” and we though
trace out huge tracks partiall mveer d o e T
1 : Y by recent sno hut -
ished all though y ; (o mnd ekl A b
R ongc e.ts of grizzly bears from our mind ‘and settled down to
Our ponies were soon rootin i
' gdown intothe snow
uli&tfutfts of rich green grass which they ate with a rel;:s?f o ieten
. ;)rmgethlng settled, the snow cleared away, the tents stretched
Ay po:»asiblz p?i(e)s‘vaelﬂlglogﬁrg?g cthetefrock, adnd everything as eomfortable
S ek ek Ak arr llneg‘n wandered off along the edge
e e o arcely disappeared from view when we
| gun and saw a herd of black taj

bounding away across the plain leaping high over the tall ;:?z;;:.d ngtelf

. RUDS in hand we ran to Howell and found him “locked horns” with

he ever saw. Howell had been forced i
A 11 L ed into the brush r
(l;gﬁll{; :tt‘]adw tlhe tgi%khggté!ﬁ) not forcg hiks broad horns :rhaei:'g T]?;%I;%Igl;
; 3 d legs were broken, and Howell had gi hi
several thrusts with his long knife, b t' til P et
ment we appeared he left Howell a du rigb B ] themg.
could only drag his hinder p: i bolq el sloue. (2P
8 hinder parts and we could easil i
wg, and 80 we gave him & ball which ended the tsmis;;t%?'? R
e was the largest deer we had yet seen, and a few moments after

he became stifl we stood him i
! up beside one of our ponies— -
est one—and he lacked but little of being as high gs !t]l:lxgspott?;. E['.i‘?llils

© was encouraging, and we lit our pipes and manifested our satisfaction

by smoking until late in the night.

Our ponies had been allowed to r
( roam about the
through the day, and we tied them in the mouth of t‘l,lleac&\?; tvlggtl

.night,
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up their ears and moved in a way th

. deer sprang forward an

“report 0
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Before dark we discovered the following words cut o rude letters,

deep In the bark of A trea:

50"
. ks . Discovered by Trapper Jack, in 18 .
‘Jufr;‘c?{laéltl*e tth ?Sr our better protection we “(rid%g t:l:t,wL t;r(r’):

We cd’n uard., We had all stood our time, an Oghake Lan
?vta:ct:nv;hgngabnut 8 o'clock In dthe wornlog he gave us a

c id:
in‘?ili:?;sr ?9’ B::;:i!ed(;e}éigggi Bgmm quick, There’s something in this
ca}'e.’;n Instant we were on our feet with cocked carbines,
| “nWhﬁt did it nud Jiks ?(;’nr;g-a?il:sg;te‘:fg{‘tegi.ﬁ it? Why a dead
ln;‘r?(c)ﬁgl?l tI:ES(!a hgt{:ﬁutﬁ::(t). 1 tell you there's Indians, bears, lions,
s in that hole.”? - ) :
Orlguftzul:umz?i?:lﬁ jwe sat Wratchgng"‘, &31&({1&% ;::nsl:ﬁ]na:e ‘)rgzes:o‘l‘ﬂfnr;]gg-
th o ; ,

Ste;lltl(i)nt:r“:v[::else(;uﬂi?u;s‘l:?lc“;zor‘nlave save the rustle of the leaves in the
er ,

iz ¥ n aY
) tre ‘(}p‘l we lh”ub.'hll we ('()ll]d det{_’ct a !0\\’ l‘(.‘lW"ng qound W
e +

back in the bowels of the mountain, and we all Involuntarily whis-

D rert: :
pered in eoncer I | |
::T-] wti?(fkﬂgttt?g silence which had become pa!nfui,hapd lvvne tg.;e;z) é;)e
1-1”9 und the fire, which we replenished by t wwhg Lo
vt Our ponies too, seemed to be alarmed, for they pd hed
D e, , at gave us ItJO ?i‘llddemmb:-leak 2
i ination in the alarm. Un ay-
égtiﬁimﬁ)g:og‘ﬁnt:?: fx?ﬁlf,“;ﬁd only laid them aside when we could
i )ening of the cave.
4 If,mgr::.w::;‘rttoy“;;;:‘zkfuntbof venison, we left Coopet{e(tloa?g;([:lt;ptgg
i ith the understanding that should we be wandlﬁ_ LR g
uamﬁiwtllre two shots in rapid succession, I‘akén%' half?a. e e
Z‘{S.?q wo uscended the mountain, and I had gone bu

»
‘oanmp when 1 saw o deer lying down in some_bushes, Dropplog

ised my gun and
+ quietly for & moment, then I raise

ﬁ:ﬁrill:n;haﬁ;rtl‘g\:tg !t:ﬁ’mil 1 s:fw th[e deeIr mgdm::?uln ::rtligl \::uala) stgr:‘r&d{rﬁg
somilfide Losil BE dﬁ'fl:“”clllé;ud?wl soon. had her entrails (.mt, and
tylug her legs together I shouldered her up and started to retrace wy
* Tixa o bu o o sters when bane! banel e, i, Ko o

id succession. » 0]

ttv‘vo ?h(f:t: lﬁnr(llipll gtopped short and listeoed for a mm;li%n(t-;tmtl:?;:
ben ﬁl lu'uder my lond I hastened forward, and soon ag o canio (e
e ng{ two more shots, this time farther up the nimutht:dl;'ectlon
wis at o loss to understand thelr meaning. Turning in

ing.
te possible, and was surpriged at com
: 3{1 ﬂiaoggg’::dﬁoln%ag gt\?vlé tézfnrfdes well up the mountain side with

three ponles nll packed with our entire camp fixtures, and anxiously
iti to turn up. :
wt}}“‘{;g fofwglﬁ,s up, boys?’! I asked in surprise. R
GriZigal o eon cumping with, e, 1 woule's 2ay
he rio, . p
Egg%&ngéggrgggg rtegn;n?nutes Lefore there began the darndest roar
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and growling I ever heard, and I went right to work packing the
ponles and clearing out the camp, and I tell youI think I did mighty
well to get out of that hollow us well as I did.” :

I felt vexed and tried to remonstrate with Cooper, and intimated
that he wus a coward, but when he went on an told how he saw
**his eyes shine back In the cave,” and how frantic the ponles became,
I soon sided with them, and we concluded to return at once to the
fort and let deer hunting alone,

We had two deer, one very large and the other a small one, and
after tylng my doe on one’of the ponies, we started for eamp, where
we arrlved late that night and entertalned the boys with a narrative
of our experience and a description of the country until long after
midnight, and many were the resolutiony formed to go there us snon
a3 the weather would permit and * clean out that deu of bears,” hut
I will add just here that they never went, for when they heard some-
time after that a grizzly had been killed near Laramie Peak that
weighed 1,400 pounds, and that one of the Lleventh Oblo Cavalry
boys [ost his life in the fight, und another had his bowels ripped out,
they got out of the notion of going, and concluded they didn’t want
any hear meat anyhow,

This proved to ben valuable trip after all, for not long after this we
got out of forage, and had it nol been for the discovery of “Jack’s
Valley” our ponies would all have died before spring, But in Jan-
uary they were all driven over the mountain, uod the April follow.
ing we found them still there, much improved in flesh and appear-
ance,

How many times since have 1 thought of that beautiful valley and
wished that I might again climb over those mountain crags, and
spend a month there secluded from the care of the busy world,

CHAPTER X.

A Buffalo Hunt in the Wind River Valley, We are joined at Three
Orossings by the 1ll1th Ohio boys, How we made the trip. Hx-
treme suffering. After a day and night out we sight Bweet Water
fitation where the 3rd U, B, Infantry and a Company of 11th Ohio
teke usin '‘out of the ocold.” In sight of the Black Hills, Lara-
Inle, Plains, and Wind River Valley. A grandscens. The chase,
‘We kill four Bulis, and 'are chased by Snake Indians., Cemp on
the fleld. The mules eatup the wagon tongue and leave our old
ship without & helm. Return to Platte Bridge and find the Scur-
vey in camp, Bome of our Comrades already dead. The coldest
day on the Indians record. Several men badly frozen. We are
gnowed in for pilx weeks, No communication with the outside
world for that period, Freezing to death, and how {t feels.
Communlication restored. Great excitement in cemp, Wolves
ig up our dead comrades. Ordered to Fort Laramie, ‘‘Stand-
ing Blk' surrenders with all his followers, His speech in full, We
cemp in their midst to hold them level, ete,

About the first of December our officers recelved a telegram from
the officer in command at Three Crossing, onehundred and twenty
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miles farther west, stutlr(lf, that buffalo were plentiful there and ask-
fog them to come up and join them ln & grand hunt. ‘The temptu-
tion was too much to withstand, and, notwlthstanding the extrerae
cold and baud conditlon of the trall, a purty wns organized
wrlter, although not a commisstoned officer, received a pollte Invita.
tlon to accompaug them. Of course he nssented for he was deter:
mined to see all thers was In It, and not allow one In that carnp togo
fartherthan hedid. Could we have known of half the suffering and

. trouble of the long journey before us, we would not have thought
" once of undertaking such a wild goose chase,

But we did not know,and one cold morning found a dozen officers
and men mounted on the best ponies in the catap and with a four

" mule wagon aud  all the necessaries for a hunt, we left Fort Casper

amidst the protests of our comrades who maintained that we would
find the roads impassable, and that we would all freeze to death on
the way.

Our party conslsted of Capt, M.Donahoe, Lieutenant Krouse, Lieat.
Miller, Lieut, H. W. Brazie, ‘‘Scout” Purdy, “Buze' Lindsey, our

~ fnnocent friend Flinn, and the writer, besides others whose nawmes I

have forgotten,

We found the trail barely passable and only rendered so in many
places by the use of our shovels. '

Thenéxt station beyond Casper, as I stated, 13 fitty miles dlstant.
The road was not a bad one in the summer time. It ran parallel
with the chain of mountains known there as Snowy Range. There
Is nota stick of wood on the way except along the foot-hills of the

-~ mountalns several miles distant from the road.

Woe tolled nlong all day, walkingand ridiug, any way to keep from
freezing and muke the best titne, nnd when night came we bud made
half the distance to Sweet Water, We had some pine wood in our
wagon, and with this we builta fire in a gulch and went into camp
for the night. Our suppers over, we lay down and tried to sleep,
butfound that the pile of robes and blankets ve had with us were.
insufficient, nnd our little stock of wood soon gave out and the fire
was reduaced Lo a mere handful of embers around which we huddled
covered with blankets, There was but little wind, but the night was
surely the coldest we had ever seen.

- At10 o’clock the last spark of fire was gone, we were all crouched

- together in ono shivering mass and our ponies and 'mules, although

heavily blanketed, shook like aspen leaves. The situation was a des-
perate one, and something must be done.

It was decided at once that we must move, and that quickly. In
ten minutes we were struggling on again leading our ponies through
snow which screeched, and groaned under the wheels of our wagon,
which added a gloom to thesituation. I thinkthere was nota maa
in that squad but regretted that he had undertaken the trip. But we

pushed onand at day light we sighted the little blockhouse standing

alone on a barren bluff just before us.

It was like a sall to shipwrecked sailors, and we raised a glad shout
which aroused the men at the Post who came out and expressed
Joy and surprise in varlous ways, They had seen ho new faces for
eoveral weeks,

and, the .
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We remalned here ‘
twmc‘)hmen frolmdthl:rlg (;Itl'day and night and were jolned next day by
e remalnder of our march was made with ‘ ‘
wgr tl‘;)und plenty of fire wood for fires, und we ciogfe%mé}f:n.em’ o
tlmee Rg\lré; :legmtshto have had domlnlon 1over this country at one
'dig.‘alfe. 0 the names of different curlosities along the route in-
"here is the *‘Devll’s Backbone,” a long rid :
ttagmbllng the fins of alarge fish, Then thg “Dgsg’rsraﬁ%?’da rgglcf;' ggt
rough the mountainsof rocks, The *Devil’siPulpit,” which Is a plle

of rocks standin
fa%l*‘lrloned pul%{tg. alone on top of a bluff, resembling exactly an old
e reached Three Crossing Station after several d
vact deal of sufferin from cold and fatigue, Hereae'vse Egl;]c(;l :aacnmenf-l
ﬁziaﬁlg{:éggulslgb ';.‘)helg gsé}’g.lrl{,l comﬁjrtakblg fixed In thelr substap.
3 \ vingon jerked buffalo meat, and all
seemed to be In good health., We saw evid ¢ -
il : ences everywhere of
Cai]ﬂ;yunb:)tl: :dg(!i?d of game, and our anxiety for the onslaught be-
1The next day, after our arrival, the hunt was .
ﬁlarted for the fleld of action. *Johny Rubb,” uoéﬁgi'ﬁiiuaﬁgy“é?
taﬂ:lgtsl:hgh:gc Ca(ﬁ::llry, a successful boy in the chase, was elected Chp-
sl peditlon, Qur wagon accompanied usto bring in the
We had been told by our youn
g Captain that when
hsae;-c}1 itwo men must select a bison and stick to hlmwftlsltwgklsgg
tgl? m down, thatwhen wounded he would leave the herd and
(;u"ulre must rildeonto him and use our revolver as effectunlly as
{)t?a: t)he.h But there was one thln%‘ he forgot to tell us and thyt was
e e bull would dodge from right to left and occaslonally stop
ng: ﬂhr:g ds?_o\:ggllgetllﬁslz(my am:ll3 tlgnltf Jwg would likely go on—heels
: unce, Bu ohony 1
lleamlt!ejd it from sad experience that day. Theydayoﬁgé :ﬁ)t ;?)lil nl;:\’nvsve?
y_¥o a8 the few days preceeding, and we had gone but six or eig:ht
ml e‘?v‘gvhen we came to a bluff overluoking the Laramie Plains and
e Wind River Valley. The scene was grand, but we only had a

- secound to enjoy it, and had just siphted 8 herd of perhaps 8,000 buffa.

lo moving likea cloud from the direction of Wi

nd R -
sued by a party of Snake Indians who lived along thli‘éevrﬁllllg;'lywl'j}:gn
Just below us, not more than two bundred yards, we sudden’ly dis-

coxered”u small herd of young bulls lying down. '
e (l;iol,l snid Rubb, in alow and distinct tone, and we went. So did
e 1:) s.t Pell mell, over 'blufts, down into canyons and across the
D .Sy gt oms, through tall sage brush. Now we were onto them—
h%?:? ang l—on we planged wildly and madly, not heeding the
: e.glmade_by the prairie dogs, or the deep chasms, over which our
cnlm e ponies leaped, but on, right up side-by-side with the great
_glrlgs!lly vc‘:r:;e;tlll;geg ‘:hi?n {gets overt ground dt‘u]ster than one would suppdse

o agreat snow drift, and the
atlarcl struggle out and scatter In different directions. 'In;ggf:fgla%tllitgr\)%g
] r?ute over which we came, Just behind us lles a huge dark
;nons er struggling in the agonies of death, beside him, with a knife
o one hand and a bridle rein in the other, stands a soldior with his



s

‘dead. The two men dlsmount an
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" pantlog pony, who seems to know thut he hus done his work well

and that his object s accomplished. Then away yonder are two
men closely pursulng n wounded bull, Wesee theswmoke of their

revolvers atevery discharge, but cannot hear the report. Now he

stops—only for an instunt, then (i)lunges wildly forward and falls
with a long butcher knife flnish
their work, Two of this herd hud been cut otf und were pursued in
the direction of Wind River. '
The chase of the herd lasted only a few minutes, In that tlme we
succeeded In cutting out four young bulls, all of which we killed.
"This ended the chase proper, for thatday, for we would have had
many miles to travel in order to ind the remainder of that herd, -
I had {olned two of the 11th boys early in the pursuit in & wild ran
fn pursuit of a Iarge bull whorn we had wounded at the first fire. Hae

- took offin the direction of Wind|{River and we pursued him close for

four miles through deer snew and wlld suge, never out of range and
most of the time within u few fest of him, und yet he succesded in
getting that distance before we brought him dowun, et
Finally he became exhnusted from loss of blood, nnd came toa dead
halt on top of a bluff in plain sight of an Indlun camp on the river a
few miles distant. He then was of course thoroughly aroused and

" angry, and we did not dare to approach him, but stood off and pep-

pered him with our Remmingtons until he dropped on his knees,

opened his mouth and vomited several gallons of blood, then fell

heavily forward, and we knew the jig was up.

The Snake Indians who lived on Wind River, were on terms of
peace with the whites, but they were consldered as dangerous, and
a good many men had disappeared while hunting here, who could
never be accounted for, and there wias nodoubt but that these treach-
erous Indiuns had killed them. We had been warned not to ap-
proach their camp, or hunt buffulo within sight of their villages, as
they always became enraged when this wuas done, and it was a viola-
tion of the treaty that wias made some years ago,

We were now scattered over a radious of twenty miles, and our
Eame of course conld notall be gathered up by our wagon on thut

ay.

tion received a new strength as we saw a band of them leave their
tepesand start toward us as fast as thelr old ponles could move.

Ve didn’t stop to make a presentation speech, or stand for a mo-
" ment on ceremony, but mounted our bronchos and struck out in the

direction of camp on a double quick. :

Oan the way we met our team with Flion as escort. So Istruck out
with the wagon In the direction taken by the herd in their flight,
while the two comrades of the 11th Ohio Cavalry struck for camp.
We soon came in sight of a small squad of our men who were skin-
ing a buffalo, and inashort time after we had the hind quarters, hump
and tongue, and a few other choice pieces, loaded into our wagon and
‘wereon our way over the plains to where another vietim lay with
his hide peeled off.

There was only one man with this one, the others having gone in
pursuit of a straggling bison which had run past them while they
were at worlk, '

: ? - - & close examination revealed
We concluded to donate our prize to the Indians, and our resolu-
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‘There were now four of us. The oth
. er men of our partyhad all
one to the y [
ge%lwg coul(c’f:mp gnd we were left with the teawm to get to cump us
~lght wus fast approaching, and we jud :
ged that we must be el
aiies rrgm the atution. We saw now’ that it would be ourfute“:.l(f
o P where we were, over night, as it would not be possible to find
l%v way back through 8now drifts over a strange country,
bersneea‘ri%? mﬂ(ll agr%w{ll;ied wnltrlt “Jerk” buffalo ment, which we had
: 00T 0
hu\dvx’e b t;) e g o If:)u;.ies and mules hud put & bite nor
'lu.i(' . a\;;t:lr:!nan;gr aar g‘.cket (?'t! wlld suge, the stalks of which grew us
ut of these we mude a fire and bolled our coffve. Th
. ‘ ¢ four mul
u;(fre ?ltched to the wagon tongue near the doubiat:"ees. On mﬂ’gﬂf
5!_&6 tiedaage brush under the wagon, {u our robes and blankets we
g t‘iA; d aud were soon comfortubly sound usteep, nordid we awake
nF“ the sun had peeped over the bluffs in the eust,
‘llun wus the first man up. Then we were uwakened by hls

~ yells,

** Boys, boys, the mother of suints, th
wagon tongue ;a.nd deserted the camp'iut?rérll;.l’?s SRRt

e ull crawled out
ADA Do Who 1o slght?t once, and sure enough the mules were gune

“I'll wager me government pony that the pesky
beyant, have the mules at POy Sup © pesky BChDake’g over
Flinn, now terribly exclted.tms miqute in théir bluody camp,” suid

*“But see here, what would the Indians w
L < unt with th
tongue ?” sald one of the boys thinking that he had expiode?l Fvl'rlaugx?’r;

theory,
(13 .
Vﬁhy shure and isn’t the tongue hickory ? an’ don’t the pesky

- skunks :
make war clubs an’ bows an’ arrows of hickory? I's u

bloody wonder they did not lu
; g off the whole of the wagon, sure,”
re c
hepﬂfgl 5lxlaalﬁé?hman, as he started toa bluff to see whatobservations
But we had seen muleseat u;t)hwz;p;ons ;n the army 1n the east, and
o facl that they had -
to%%_ue off during the night and had wagged off fvlthalt. ERAIER Uy
- 1%1 esgggnc%légdtﬁoe :13 btht;:t’he could seo our team u short distaunce
to%ue it ack at our camp. But how to Aix the wagon
v 9. went at it, however, and by heating the king-bolt i
. ] : -bolt in
(?(;gggdfilre fanned into 8 white heat with our hats agd caps wﬂesaﬂugcf3
ol o makmg_a hole through the broken purts into which we
. buig' aa; Pin made from one end of an ax handle, then wrapped with
wblcha 0 rope, and we soon moved a]] right in the direction of camp
i wie reached that forenoon, where we found the officers an(i
o angz ously awaiting our arrival. The next day we had a success-
throvlvm x in whhich we all jeined. In this hunt Lieut. Myers was
wouldnh rom his pony overan emhankment fully thirty feet, and
Vo ave been killed had he not fallen into a snow drift. He was
o hot pursuit of & bull which ran eut along aridge to the embank-
mefnt v’vhere he (the bull) suddenly dodged to one side and the Lieu-
tenant’s pony stopping s ort, plunged his rider head first and plant-
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- ed him wi-ong side up in the snow drift. All the officers succeeded

- d at

e bulls each, during the week we hunte

mil:i:)]llanclé. sa(:lvcf I:L%]ent back to Platte Bridge feeling well satisfled

W R ) f, asthe bulls protect them
atter to kill a cow or a calf, as

bylgtliglggr({h?m well in front when being pursued. obody ever

‘saw a buffalo cow on picket, and its generally the pickets who get

is much more valusble than that of a bull,
prian. 'fgge;(;lgof‘aarz?;r é:er geen in our livery stables, or ev%? in
o m“;kels But I ean’t devote any.more time to buffalo bun bngr.
th%’lu-l?to sair that we spent a week here and killed many 51’101‘6 tu -
?nulu Eﬁan we wunted, and only loaded our wagon with hind quarters

and hump., We returoed to Platte Bridge u fter being gone nearly

i bundance of
¢8. The trip wasa haurdone, but we ha.d an A
}E;e:n\;e::; Bexp?;riencepwhich 1poned Otfh us gf]?g;dhgzg.?) rgokggré :vtl!tll&.l -
] to Casper we foun es B
thggt:ﬁrti)e:i%rg!a?'ming extent, and some of them had already died.

The lack of vegetables was the cause, and our surgeon feared that the -

» ight claim all the
i ould sprend and that death might all tl
g:ﬁgel%rdi‘liet?gti‘fns Abefo[:'e spring, if we could not obtain & fruit diet
Uf';‘(t)ml: (:vsmﬁer had now become fearful, and our supply of forage was
e i d herd of ponies over in
jor Bquire8 now determined to send our
“Jb:(?!i?sr %3?13;?”[;0!5; retaining enough to do necessary work at the
P y rt of December and we werein a bad condi-
ti(;lttl. th n::mghgmiiartngrn‘;:n sick with stchurvy, mtil;:?!?ts g];gr‘tilew“?gg
¢ ) ies freezing to death every n i
?g%:'eisbmlgltﬁxggg é)(:;g etha,t it wgas next to lmpossible tolget to the
live, ,
m%\Lflg lg‘\:r):):ggnbeafx‘:o?-ning and f(()lugd sotttx]ae Ofl d(;l;: (l;;nf:-:ls]c:: %Illg(tie II.J[.; ni?l
. The night had been the co s
lol:l; dg?:;’ ﬁge;?nﬁg‘z b:lt:snh:d sought the eastern szde of the buildiogs
o progetion B A O i liice 1o a0 1 the mountains, thls
“God pity the poor e ? | Hie mpuatalon (e
ing,” s ' kind-hearted Captain Donahoe
(I{:)?J?l:gd,s;&}({lf; 1dl:ift!ng snow und felt the frost sting his smooth
shaved face.

en risk -
; er see the wagons burned for fuel than tosee m ;
lh‘eilr‘i‘i%:idomtihn such weather as this,”’ he contlnued. But the wood- .

ourse we must have fires. )

p“ﬁi: ﬁi&":ﬁ?&’ﬂ ‘&E,;‘; speaking wheudun olz;der lfg{e?- ge;ggﬁgtoa}nﬂc}é%\:‘
ters, and an hour : :

eral men camne from headquarters, gr o of Ao

nd nxes were huddled around : 1
ker ;lflstt:]l:l?t.?:o:?\;nty, awalting the teamsters., But four }erg&)gsr
tnSld be rigged up this morning, and the teams, which consis
cnulea and horses, presented u eorry aspect indeed.r [ Sotics WHA
" Wo were wrapoed n al ot Heavy ctbing, f oo sobe b
c¥los, ol D0BS 9% tin tfl 1 l‘:t As we passed over the roa
we would make the trip all right, B oayraaatl

the drifts to one slde to muke
Ff)? Ft?es t&ﬁgﬁﬁ‘.’?ﬁg bv eleven o’clock we had reached the mountains,
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where we soon had warm fires
e teams came up, None knew
temptiog

a distance of seven miles from camp,
burning, around which we sat until th
how hard we worked, until after resting for a while, und at
to rlse we found ourselves stiff and so

But no time must be lost, and w
wagons loaded and were on our way to camp.

. worn out and the buffalo overshoes and legeins
not much better. I did not know that while s
fire the snow had melted and sonked through
my heavy woolen socks, and not until after walkin
mile or 30 did I reulize that my feet were freezing,

Ifsuch a thing was possible th
were compelled to face the north wind and drifting

swept off the bluffs in blinding shnwers, completely hiding us from
each other, The road from the

wountain followed a canyon to the
Platte Valley in a northern direction, and then up the vulley to the
west,

‘While descending this canyon, a thought oceurred to me ihaf a
mile might be saved by taking a near cut across the low bluffs. No
quicker thought of than I turned from the road and struck out on

my
own hook, thinking that I would surprise the boys by being in camp
when they arrived, ‘

re, and scarcely able to walk,

snow which

Fort QOasper,
This came near beiug & short cut to the other world. I had goune
en

but a short distance w I found myself struggling waist deep In a
snow bank. But I fought my way through, and after a few hundred

ards of good walklog I agaln broke through the thick orust, and
yhlﬂ time I began to reallze that my situation was a eritleal one.

A long time I struggled, occasionally stopPlng to rest, then again
renawed my efforts with that desperation which the thought of death
Inaplres, and finally, almost exhausted, I aﬁaln stood on solld footing,

Looking away down In the valley I could see the four wagons with
my comrades moving slowly along, and & few miles beyond them

e went at it and soon had our
My boots were nearly
which I had on were
tanding around that
and was absorbed by

g and running a

e cold had increased, and now we

1
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' d
7 block-hous moke curling up from it chimney, and
E Eggr!';ﬁmnﬁ'éf kthhu(;uggewt%‘vvi me, Would I ever ngain ses my com

) hen the thought
g id I not follow those wagons? T
:-;;d:’:)s t?!((::za 1&2’[» (i":ast, and thlt:}j lovedkr:‘nne; :'l:;r;:hgass&"cti' et:leli)rﬂ frtx::lg
mind, I wondered if they would ever ) e o
liverance—the first pray r =
AL d% that the God whom my mother had wo
yt‘;liw’eitlndl'htla gg,ﬁ“&ﬂgfe cause my venerable lutdei' l;:gmzl& !t::suigg
Eroﬁ&ln}vd. would certainly hear my prayer, an

7 t] e' ) :
mivhtt;:ij g:a%‘h a[?u(ial?lr:];:; rapldly along, keeping pace with my thoughts

ffer-
The stinging sensation in my feet had ceased und there wus nosu

lu§ 11?(?\:'&'}:ame upon a bluff overlooking the road scarcely half a mile

but two miles dis-
sk-house way In plain sight, :
dlsianti a;:::wllrll:a :»l'g;znns halt there, and the men e?tcra(:'rt::e n:]r?r?:lzn?
Tl omfortable quarters. . I now concluded to rm:i Rt
LG k down into & soft pile of snow. The sensa Of Sas pamee
333:::% here wuas delightful, I l};evar! had 1::?3 3?8?353 ?md 10 Gehore
: , Everything was happiness, e
i r?l%,ttl;g’ beoré ﬁny mind in rapid successioil:. l?nl?nl" :1}_(\;1:":;0 s
f%i?f’?nother sisters and hrolhegs, u.llI adtohr?&wl'm :‘eve bul'i rataitie
ily ) ] T sat here 2 ‘
ﬂ:\r?li;"\ uarltmséd }zgxm;;:fhlng,;l[ could :}?]t tt(;)usreh:;ﬁelo;tét;%ggd?r‘:g
) : ntly expecting :
l%’ekregww;'lorv% (tl{\?)l:x'&(tjlief[g;d h){zardpa :flo;;-’e.! All at unce the awful
T Ve . I was freezing to death -
ey i s M el A
ran ] sh an o
through my frame like a flash a T mliion: an
oughly awuke to my =
o t?)rﬂ}su?rtl);‘)vatn}:lo{u)t:m[ied to rup, and in my despet:ut;m:hfat;lr:‘gw
oyl s about my body, I now came to a spot wI e;ow e
lr]nﬂ'% Rgg?i}e]y e Oﬂ“'blmt‘r’lm’fr eﬁ?ﬁggléﬁt}ggl cg;i“fny feet comipg in
: o fee § feet con
gc?rﬁ?&:tngl?lﬁgggg{lig?gro{xnd. There was no perceptible feeling in

" my feet at all. From my knees down, both legs and feet seemed to

d they would
ights, and as they struck the ground ,
- Sur]()llc;l;'nd]?ﬁg gc?o%]en 'feet and legs. 1 now fullﬁr ;eain:fdt t:?ggcgg-
gi){?:n and knew that I was baIdly {{\%(zien;ol?;(? ta,g‘d?umgled F e
hertion. I walked, '
Pt?g ?ﬁﬁ (‘);:‘ga %ggr:]f::eached the rond I found thatI was becoming
3

" deathly sick.

1p me in. The
ome men who had come to he 4
. watstahoggaﬁ? tl)lg.(; snow-water melted, turpentinekreag%h;ar;g I: tg
miato X arived they ripped loggins, bty aod cocks, from tor 1
- ff, and my fee £
toei g: gogekdl%dtlvggt?agge camp ykettlés of water. AndT%t:l, t::{ge:llgot
]e?:lr]perienced after ]thel.frost caemgglf)lg;:aofi;h[zs; ﬂlaf{‘:;ak o ﬁohbled ol
. six long we st
desfé}ifg lttmd}g;l‘% not have to haul any more w«indt }fh;ﬂ[sn v:;n;‘e;l o
grg}aa L e froz%n (;?atfgggi.ed SE‘%%B&W%IC% they were laid
toes, ba
E;téog?'t?gﬁfgn%ngmay'say ig my own case now, after a lapse of
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seventeen years, I still suffer from the effents of that freezing,

I have stuted that the scurvy had made |tg Wiy [nto our camp,
and that several men had already fullen victims to I(; This wus a,
strange disease to us and one whle Faveour young8urgeon no litt]e
unedsiness, for he had not the rewedies #t hand necessary toapply to
Ity and the diet upon which Wwa were compelled to llve, wus only cal.
culuted to nggravate the disense, )

Almost uny klnd of fruit, expectally dried apple, would prevent It,
aud In tany exses cures the kearvy. It first made ity Rpperrance on
the gums which became influmed and very tender, Then it would
go through the entlre System, the blood would become blnek, and
the mbs would draw and become rigid and stiff.  Great black 8pots
uppeared over the body and the victim would soon dle,

This disense held on, and meoy  were afllicted with it until March
'66, when we succeeded in getting some wagony through from Lura-
mie with vegetables and dried fruits, and thescarvy soon disappenred,

-but not until it had left 1 number ofour boys In their graves nud
many more ns cripples for life.

[ remember that we buried lwo men one dﬂi’ and the next morn-
Ing we gathered up thelr bones stripped of fles i Some of them half
uiu}ile from thegrave. The wolves had dug them up during the
night, '

From December to the latter part of March we managed to subsist
?omehow, but these four months formed the durkest period of our

Ives,

The latter part of Februarp found the telegruph line down at both
ends, and for four weeks we wero cut off from the outside world, as
much so as If we were completely frozen tp in iceburgs In the region
of the North pole, About the 28th of Muarch, while the operator und
two officers sat in the telegraph office engaged in n gume of ca rds, the
instrument ull at once pave several distinet ticks, and the men
aprang to their feet as if another kind of 8 battery had openca upon
them.

The news spread like a flash through the camp,and in a few mo-
ments the most anxious nud exclted crowd ever gathered together
wereassembled In the old log office, I doubt much if the first tele-
gram ever flashed over the wires caused more excltement than did
the first message received by this forlorn and dejected band of so)-
diers, :

It announced that “ 1,500 Sioux Indians had just surrendered at
Fort Laramie,” and the best of all ordered our regiment o march
fo that post at the earliest possible moment, ‘

The lame and the halt leaped for joy. The boys threw up their
caps, (those that had any) and everybody joined in the demonstra-
tion of joy which followed. But we had fo wait until the 3rd day ot
April beforethe weather would permit us to leave. It seemed to
have a grip on the place and it held onuntil the last, but the time
came and everything haviog been wade ready, our mules and
ponies we found in that paradise, ‘“Jack’s Valley,” all right, The
hair had grown ont long and looked wooly, but they had greatly im-
proved and we were agreeably surprised to find that but few of them
were lost. About the first of April the sun, for the first time in many
weeks, made its appearance and indicated that the cold winter was
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over. - All the forage about the camp was loaded on the wagons, and

" on the third day of April, through a blinding snow storm, we took up

our march, leaving thelittle squad of Infantry to take care of the
post. The weather, although the snow continued to fall for several

‘days, was not disagreeably cold, and although we were compelled.

to break a road which had not been traveled for several months, we
made good time, and in the course of a week we arrived at Fort Lar-
amie. Qur poor darkey, Cal, had been severely afflicted with scur-
vy and we had to lift him In and out of the wagon. He wasdrawn
upinto a ball, und could have been rolled around over the ground
without straightening a jolntor causing a muscle to relax,

Sure eneugh here we found all the bloody Sioux of the neighbor-

. hood of the Laramie and North Platte rivers.

The cold had starved and frozen -themn out, and they had collected

- together within fifty miles of Laramie, and then marched to thatplace

and surrendered. It was about the first of March, when on crawiing
out of thelrquarters the troops at Laramie were considerably surprised
at secing a white blanket flying at the top of u pole on one of the
neighboring blufls, and around it & dozen sorry looking Indlans of
both sex. A . detachment of cavalry was senf out tosee who they

were and what they wanted, and soon returned bringing them to

camp. .

“ Standing Elk’’ headed the list of chiefs and was in command.
"They were taken to the commander’s office where a'‘council was held,
and each one made a speech. “Standing ElIk” made the opening
address,which was about as follows: g

*Icome many miles to make peace with my white brother., We
have suffered much, The white man has dogged my tracks for
many moons. The white man has slain my young men and outraged
my spuaws, my ponies are the white soldier’s war horses. He
rides them to battle with my warriors, The white men fight well,
they are brave, but the red men can’t live without meat, The white
soldier hag killed all his buffalo, auntelope and deer. Noneare left for
us to kill. Toshow the white brother we want peace, I have brought
all my people with me, and many of my old women and little
papooses have frozen todeath on the way. '

‘* Last Fall the white soldier pulled down our dead from their last .

resting place, and robbed them of all their goods, and left their bodies
food for wolves. This alone excited my young men and called for
revenge, but we want peace now, and as for thetrain we captured
last summer we will return: to the white trader a8 many of his mules
and ponies as we have lef(, but for the men we killed with that train
they are gone—we cannot bring them back, but will mourn with

* their friends.

‘““My people are on Raw Hide creek, I want the soldiers to bring

- them In. They are starving.”

“ Standing Elk " sat down, and each of the other minor chiefs

?Poke, but had to have an interpreter. ‘‘Elk” spoke pretty good Eng-
! ;

h and I believe could sign his name and read s little.

Colonel Manidier was deeply affected, anda treaty was drawn u
and duly signed. Thena company of cavalry went over and marche
the whole fifteen hundred of them in.

There nevtr was such a sorry sight before, Every preparation wag

_ the one In the fancy buckskin shirt,”

. these parts as ken wax it to that road agent.,”
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made for thelr reception while the com
pany was gone,
beetl;:s were cooked by the ton, voffee made bg the bfrrré? an%%%%igg
with wood hauled ninety miles, Blankets and other ¢l

dragged from the quurtermaster d clothing was

epariment, where we had been In-
. dians arrived in the evening the
“Grub’” was never stored aagway);a
thr-% garade grounds at Laramie,
€y gave up their fire arms, but' wereallowed to retain thelr bows

and arrows, All the stolen stock in th |
bl i 1D thelr possession was turned over
o il ent, und they went intt camp along the two strenms

The military force at
were eutertain{!d that t.h{;all;xadr?uig might be toaaiay, 2ud great fears

of the garrison and the valuable i
property which could
Proze tt,n;acherous and violate their tregty a3 they had done man
imes before, Our arrival relieved the commandant of further feurg
1

and we were put to cam i
ot It)mld themplg\?elfhe Platte, rightin the heart of the In. .

All went well for a week Nothi

elther the white or red men We Ll:ad b i
t : een trading togeth i
;naény_mstances became personally acquainted withgourglae:‘:lae!%em[l‘dAI:ll
"E ncy had been established a few = miles down the creek wh
g;;&;gdmg Ella” aj;ld his five hundred ¥ b bdy
—Camped. Four of us mounted our i :

il_uded to go down there and see “the boys.”pqtg;]eg ggfl:? ‘égnas?;lteﬁlon}

lg%{e‘gag{s Kﬁroustaanﬂ Brazie, Bunton and myzself ¢

F: n avedoubtless went well had we not st
‘t‘Fll\{{e Mile Brt}.nch.” But we tarried there too long ?ﬁftedBﬁtn&?g
b(lm too much **Red Jacket,” This *Red Jacket”go’t us into t

e_n[ with the redskins, and we made g ODAITOW escape, .
hdu;mhit]ixcould describe the scene in this ranch. It was a long log
whic?l v::vere ;lggfegor%i;ggnmde ﬁerﬁ eight gambling tables around

) men of all nations, all engaged in pl

poker, or standin ' Al
consla’ntly o wurE. along the bar where five bar keepers were kept

*“Who is that young, good looking,: man at that end of the table—
) t we asked of a i
E:r'.[“:tl;atlli‘s Greet} Jver,’ and the man at the safgeﬁabclieeirsk‘om Brig-
fr ] et Lrapper.’ ‘‘Greeny’ has won $4,000 off of ‘Brig,’ and he %s
ying to rake it back, but he won’t make it, There ain’t a man in

he captured to

g happened to mar the peace of

On each table are large piles of money, Greenbacks, goldr and sil-

ver coln, nuggets and dust
consplcuous feature in the 'ga%geds.r ISR and. boyle Eatyes fomn & ‘
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CHAPTER XI.

' We Oall on S8tanding Elk—And Get Into Trouble—Too Much ‘“Red Jack-

et'’—Bunton has a Little Unpleasantness with a Red Brother which
Brings Down all the Horde Upon Us—-We Escape by Running the

Gauntlet—We are Ordered to ‘“The Btates—Flinn Takes in Two
‘‘Stags’’ and is Himself Taken In—He Palnts His Captured Btock

In Water Colors—But the Indian ‘‘Waterse the SBtock' and it Won't
" Stand the Wash—Down the Republican River—Again at Fort Leav-

enworth—Mustered Out—Reception at Wheeling—Grand Finale—

The Tall. :

We mounted our ponies ‘and left the ranche mentioned in the last

chapter, and struck out for the “Standing Elk Agency.,” Bunton was

?rettdv full and ready for any emergency, and at the Indian camp he
ound Lt.
We found the ford a mile above the camp and forced our unwilling

" bronchos into the rapid waters up to the saddie skirts.

Reaching the opposite bank we charged on a double quick and came

to a halt in the heart of the villagze, aulnost tearing down several

lodges. .
We saw at once that the young bucks did not approve of our uncer-
emonious entrance, for they all sprang to their feet at once and com-

‘menced an excited chattering, hissing and grunting among themselves,

and giving unmistakable evidence of their nnger by signs and ges-
tures which we, who were sgber, understood meant **business.”

Bunton, altiiough pretty drunk, saw it, and at once assumed a de-

flant and pugilistic attitude. We at once asked for Standing Elk,
and found he was not at home, and in addition to this information

~received an order from astout younggentleman, decorated . In sesthetic

colors to ‘puck-a-chiee!” which we understood to mean “‘Leave
here!” But we didu’t leave; at least just then, but we did conclude
to move a short time afterwards, and that, too, on a forced march,
with about a hundred yelling bucks in our rear,

We spent o few morents visiting around among the tepees, try-
ing to make friends of wild beasts, but soon found our friendly ad-
vances were repulsed on every hand, and to add tn the flres already
fanned Into a flame, Bunton wanted to fight every Indian who man.
ifested any hesltanc;.r in shaking hands and giving a hearty response
to his “How! How!” The crowd of warriors had by this time col-
lected in little squads, all in a fever of excitement, talking rapidly and
shooting flery olances at us us we passed boldly among them. The
Avrency building stood near the camp, and we soon wandered thither,

‘We had hitched our ponies near the shanty, and Brazie and myself -

fully reallzing the danger of our situation, and knowing what would

!
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2}:{1!‘? ?‘c;)enn g}c"t':ur, untied our ponies and were standing near the door
A large naked warrior stood at the entrance arm I
wlilluh had been whetted to an edge as sharpas a ngr’v;rg?:nahil;rg,‘
po{nt. The Indians were drawing their rations of provisions and
-calieo, and it was the puard’s duty to see that but a limited number
‘gnt'pred at once. Krouse was a man who was slow to gee danger
) _ur],jwhen he did gee it could meet it ay boldly a3 any person living’.
;he crowd of excnted_ warriors gathered in asolid mass near the
!taEe,ncy, and a young chief had just commenced to address them when
e crisis came. Bunton had for some moments been engaged in A
pa::ley with the guard over the possession of hissabre, He wanted
to see it, and show Mr. Indian how to *rlght and left eut,” but the
vigilant guard could not be induced to giva it up peaceably.'
thz‘-}li this had been noticed by the other Indians, which increased
eir anzer. Buaton finally suceeeded in getting hold of the hilt
apcl in drawing the sharp blade through the Indian’s hand cuttiné
hxa‘ﬁir:g‘rirssenuugl;] to %a\}&l«' considerable blond, ’
4 was enough. . With the first drop of blood a great war wh
went up by the guard, which was hlk(—'!ll)up by ull the other -redsk?r?srj

and in an instant the air was rent by the deafening ¢
hundred painted warriors, d TR S

““Then we started. Pellmell up the river we went." ;
At thls instant Standing Elk came dashing down the river, his

; e Pon,v covered with foan, and he, ulso, jolned In the chorus of denfen-

bl;gog‘hoops, He bad been drinking *fire-wuter” and was ready for

There was no time to be lost. Krouse had by this time taken ref-

- uge in the log house, while Bunton stood for one whole moment sur-

rounded by the excited and bloodthirsty ¢
airsty crowd, his sabre dra
aEha;'mh’s length and his Remington revolver ¢linched tlghtl‘;nlr?}:ﬁl;
?n te'nr : and. Thus they stood at bay, when the Agent appeared, and
1eir own language, began to address them, But he only succeed-



sy e

" had not been shaved, that I, his mane had not been * roached,’

o4 ON THE PLAINS IN '65.

ed m. effecting a delay of hostlgtlest, (}t:ﬂihgmvé}:ilch we succeeded In
3 is pony and out of the .
geglllng \,ir%nstt(;?tgs.h]i’sl?-gell up the river we went, follm;ved bydt;]ﬁ
exaspeerated mob, some on foot, t?ithi??h g; gatrf?gagfgglago‘gae?éggmed’
bows and arrows, whic

ELT?ge‘i‘;ls;m(\)v‘:; luckily, Mt: shcért. an?&lélsg Sf::ﬁdosﬂ ;uesl?dl;csl a"l‘?t::égn.

For two miles we were chased, an( bilatiL ooly, enal wnen

Iver in "the neighborhood of th !
j\;‘,’f’n:r}'%?;eg g:a{:;c!‘:ment of troop?l v;;ho v\the;?i tl;b%ké}gml?h‘t:k;er;}-glsr;:)tg:
We did not fire a chot, for we well kne | onc il R pos:
10 well to escape punishment a q

ﬂ"ilvmf ﬁg féﬁm ‘;he river ‘ut the place where we foruedi)Bunmég:
was clinging to the back of his saddle, ont of which he had bounced,

and his long legs were dangling in the neighborhood of the pony’s

hegle ing the river, and It is not nec-
v thorough ducking in crossing ;
es:titfyg;]otrﬂme to Hz:'y, wus ulmost sober when we came to s halt near
thﬂl{l;‘l:)rtlxigeﬁarred the door when the agent went out., r‘mtds t?;&:;:lgt;g
himself trom the hl(mdthirsl‘y Incilinngﬁ l:‘;'ht(l):tr% ntt!;en?lf;rrllngi‘ny o ol
iting after much persunsion and 1 s :
%t’]ll:;tlltanﬁhluf and his soldlers down from the fort.” d oo e
We learned from this circumstunce that It wusn goo IL' bo e
ex-Judge Advocate und a Commissioned Oﬂ)cer ullung’ wvle1 e
e g any devilment on hand, for they succeeded nice yd ;1 .:q1u(; log
:}’1}; mufter. und although old Elk ealled long and loud for our p
nt, w Ve tit. i
mﬁf&':{o‘@e iuu‘r;&:rn‘t‘:?mt to close this narrative, and in order to do so,

" must tuke u Jong stride and fetch up at Fort Leavenworth again, It

j farewell to
% of April, 1866, when we gladly bid
T Oni:=h?111-clk}r1m:tybtlindIE;: dnow storm turned our faces e-u_st(w]varl(]lf.ch
Ll}ll:?:g]re is a little incident which hﬂﬂjt;lst];)lc(itllrred tomy mind w
we leave the Nort utte. .
I 'Xttmrtﬁi:‘é?ebflﬂﬂ‘fxl nany ponies and mlll.tles bedlon;ﬂ)l:];é t?l-:é}a? ?\Igg:;
o tinunlly, and an g
wero ranging around our eninp con g.Mnong, thess s 8
: ith one white leg and a H%
ﬂp][gléd::r?o&gd\‘vg?tl;%e\;s, and nlso a mule, the constant comQartior; uo({
?ﬁe black horse. Our Irish friend, Flinn, had one eye to business

the other on said pony und mule, He eusily sccured a partner in hig . -

! d it, and to-
for a ““wee bit ov a speculation,” as he terme t,
E‘Sfﬁgrimy lald their plans to Iat‘?l&;pture lggdaefgr?iulﬂl ;;%t;?gg. l;nth vl
The night before our start Flinn suce et SOl i
ng before day he and hls confederate were w ar

i)ourgﬁrst camping place below Laramie. Strange to eay, the Panﬁ
had a

" ag were nearly all Indlan ponles, but Flinn
hi&irt%lflt;;lgg:? g%'d he knew well how to use tgam, and before &he Tsll]]ll;

{)vint down that day his maune and tail were beautifully shaved.

did not entirely datisfy Flinn, for there was the white leg and blaze. .

i hing
4 ty is the mother of invention,” and somet
' g?ét autiongeﬁﬁsl; 3Ehosses white jpots(;d Flinuadigild't cg;‘v& ntg siltgélg
some charred wood from an y
}?: géol:lugﬁo&r;rg I;gce and leg as black as any part of the pony's [t))ody.

" plalns agln (which, be dad, wont happen |
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Of course none of us knew the pooy when he came up, and many
questions were asked Fiinn, His captain wanted to know where he
had secured so fine an animal, ure an’ I hought him uv the
bloody Frlnchman at the ranche, fur $76. An’ maby ye'll be wantin’
to ax me where I sakured the funds, seein’ [ had “no money uv me
own. Butge have no business to be pryin

"1nto honest payples’ af-
falrs, so ye havn’t.” And this answer seemed to settle the captaln,

So matters went on all right, 'The mule disappeared after we had
passed a west bound wagon traln, near Chimney Rock, and Flinn
seemed to be flush. Bat he held on to the bluck pony until we reached
Willow Springs. Here Flinn came to grief,

We had hardly settled in camp when the telegraph operator handed
our commander a dispatch, asking him to lay over until an officer
anc ;{1 Sioux Indlan could overtake us and search our camp for lost
stock,

Of course we could not tell what the dela
its nature. Flinn was perfectly serene un
were not In the least aroused,

In the afternoon an officer and a stout voung Indian came up, and
aftér & tew moments’ talk with the major proceeded to search the
herd for the pony and mule, Of course tho mule could not be found,
but Me, Indian soon concluded that the black pony with the freshly
shuven tall and mane, horn gome resemblance to his lost pony, DBut
he pmssed him several times bolore he concluded to investigate closely.

@ wera nll observing the search closely, and there never wuy n
more nervous and uncomfortable man in the world than was FFiinn
during those few brief inoments, Finally the Indian canght the rope
which was dragging on the eround and led the pony to the creck.

“Sure an’ what’s the bludy Injun goin’ to do now 9"

“In]]un give pony heep water; pony heep dry,” grunted the Indian
In reply, s they came to the wa'ter’s edgo,

“Mr. Injun, I say, ye can’t comse uny uv yer pesky tricks on .
me, an’ 8o ye can't.” If the truth was known vye've kilt an’ skun
?mny a ijoor white man, an’ ye ought to dlo the dith uv n schnake
his ‘minit, an’ so ye ought. Btop that, ye bludy hound; wat ye
throwin’ wather In the nose ov me pony fur?”’ And as Flinn said
this he made a dash down the bank for the noble red man, and had
hed him headlong into the
water. But the Indian went on, and in a few moments that water
was black as night and the pony’s face nnd leg us white as snow,
“Whooe! White man much sharp—paint face black—no fool In-
Jun,” and he led his pony up the bank with an air of trlumph

““Bure an’ the bludy Frinchman has
Sloux has me hoerse

96

was for, but we guessed
happy,  His susplclons

me money an’ the thavin?
. But I’ll got aven wid thim whin I erass the
n the next hundred years,’)

remarked Flinn, with g chuckle, as he marched off to camp, while

the whole command set upas

seenmed to settle Flinn, for he did not engage in any more ‘‘enter-
prises” while in the service,

Our march back across the plalns was marlked by many adventures
and incldents which Ican not take time to

] mention, We made good
time, and when we reached Julesburg we found g clty of 8,000 in-
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habltants, which had but three weoks’ growth, There was but one
house In the town snd that not finished,

Lots and streets were marked by * end gates ' of wagons stuck In
the ground, numbered and lettered with chalk, Whisky was sold
from every wagon, and o billiard table and bar occupled the half-

‘finished house.
The inhabitants of this mushroom town had followed the surveyors

of the Union Pacific Rafiroad, who had stopped here and were locat-
ing a bLridge over the Platte river, They concluded this was the

place for a large city, so they squatted and commenced business on & .

grand senle, - The * New Julesburg?” was located one mile below the

© old town, and has since grown_to be quite n * City of the Plaine.”?

In course ol time we reached Kansas, and our eyes ivasied on the
Leauties of early springtime. Her prairies were rich In green grass

~ und vast flelds of wheut sprend out before us like beautitul lakes.

Our boys declured  that this was the paradise of the worid, and al-
most every mun formed a resolution to come baek vy 8000 w8 mustered
out snd sottle on some of the unelaimed lands through which we
passed, At Bluerivera large portion of our commund jett the road
and went over obto the Bepublican river, down which they followed
to Fort Riley, iw Kunsus, They asserted, when they juined us again,
that the *half had oot been told.”  Each of these men selected A
claim, intending to return from Levenworth, but had to uo to Wheel-
ing. Many of thein did go buek, und to-day are enjuying comforta-

" ble homes in the Republicnn vulley. AtLeavenworth we turned over

our litile friends, the ponies, amidst much sorrow, for we had formed
an attachment for thea which was havd to break off,

A few days ufter our arrival hers, we were mustered out and or-

~ dered to Wheeling, W. Va., to recelve our pry, and also a Grand Re-

ception, which the people of West Virginia were desirous of giving

-ua in appreclution of our long sand honerable gervice in the ariny.
And now Jet us review,lbriefly, the history ofthe old 6th West Vir-

ginia Cavalry. _
Asl havesald, 1t was composed of the old 2nd and 3d West Vir-

" ginia Infantry, These repiments were orpanized ou the lst day of
- July, 1861, and after serving their time nearly out, re-enlisted ne the

othand 0th West Virginia Cavalry regiments, swnd were soon after
consoliduted and ealled the Gth West Virginia Cavalry.

From the time of enlistment, in 1861, until mustered out of ser-
vice, In 1866, the men of this reglment participated in the followlng
hattles and ralds: p .

Elk ‘Water, September 12, 13 and 14, 1861; Cheat Mountain, Do-
cetmber 13, 18613 Alleghaney Summlit, December 15, 18615 Montery,
April 2,1862; Montgomerey, April 8, 1862; Itull Pasture Mountalng
Muy 8, 1862 ; Cross Keys, Junes, 18621 Port Republic, June 9, 1862
Strasburge, June 90, 180623 Cedar Mountain, August 14, 18625 Kel.,
ley’s Ford, Aupust 21 und 22, 1862; Lee’s Springs, August 23, 1862;
W aterloo Bridpe, Aupust 25, 18623 Bull Run, August 20 and 30, 1862;
Droop Mountuin, September 6, 1862; Beverly, April 23, 18635 Buck-
hunnon, April 26, 1863; Beverly, May 23, 1863; Rocky Gap, August

26 and 27,1863 ; Balem Rald, December 8to 27, 1863; Cloyd Moun-

tuln, Muy 10, 1804 ; Lynchburg Raid, June 8 to July 5, 1804; Now
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Croming, August 0, 5.3 Sayler's Run, Aprilg, 1845; Califorala
e above Ilst does'not include a large number of sk

little Import
Petersbupor ggoe. sfwh 83 Medly Farm, Moorefleld, h};gfni:glegs(ga?
?

During the se:
Killed 10 acu(f:,i%?)f.f tlt)]fed reziment there were—

wounds, 233; Died of di of wounds, 214 ; Discharged b
At thé battle of New Creck, %?g%egmlbsm' i
L]

were c ’
e i st Bueeite o, froy o B
an D b .
patlnga::?c;?egﬁﬁh} 3;’% which accorats for t?x%tc;:ilggnctlhe tEiment
minated in the sur? rgn c?e:'h(} cz rations aroand Richmondﬂ‘?vth c%rticli.
Pafasiiox. of the Army of Northern Virginia, at Ap.
© are now in Wheelin

sad g; and the bo
S Bt s a1 12 P, B e
Oy for many years, earts which h

racing father?motheggﬁtg:,me thought of ad nof folk

- and perhaps a sweetheart was brother, dear wife and little loved oneg,

fodp uppermost in the
T g okl (2%, o G et oL
e 28 earin
g8 towards each other—feslings which stillﬂ hv:gg au?)ﬁlc%dlnrggl;

heurts, althou
Eindly, gh we cannot see each other, we are still remembered

And now, where are you boys? A
was strained and weakened by ex o 20%) Whoso thread
Si%??h%?ge down f" 'éarlj;3 ng'jaggq exposure and hardships, have {J!ili:

are passing through Iifé maimed

gt bo desitale, batling wit the cold ot ﬂiﬁ'éé? tlvings ©
Nahobs among men of inf nd posuiorrorid’s goods and a
circamstances 1n life aa'tg P oand position. ' Be our Dositlg =
the Great Commander above ans L3 Strive to obey the ordo s of
trumpetshall sound, m waall oag When _tho ﬂnar blast (" th
. » May weall once more “f n ast of the
epoad to bis name, when the “Roll s callod" up yo oacy: 2,008 Fo:

The Rece t}egt ap,?ln, never to be “mustered oupr T L Dere let
offirs ever held In Wheellog,  Daraies operis,o2l8, Of the gmndost
cers and privates, and tears glistencd 1o &?‘é’;ﬁ: ;Ta?:lmmtgaggwbr? c?v;ﬁ r

er



