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, When I Crossed the Plains to Oregon.
by
lirs. Mary Furlong. |
"

From Pacific Grove Chapter Laughters of the Amerlicen Revolution, .

When I was a 1little girl, tco small to remember much that happ-~
ened, we left Missouri in covered wagons with ox teams. It was in lay
1843, The wagons had great bows fastened to the beds and white canvas
fastened to the bows. The oxen all had names and the men had an ox len-
cuage which was "whoa, haw and gee". "Who, haw" meant to go ahead and
iee" meant to go to the right. "Haw" meant to co to the left, Buck
was a fovorite name for the right leader. WVhen they wished to.pgo to
the right they would call, "Whoa, haw, gee, Buck", My fether had two
oxen that he called Duke and Lackum., Sometimes he would let wme take
a ride on old Duke,

We traveled in a long train, one wagon behind the other. When
we camped the wagons formed in a circle with guards around to protect
us from the indians, Vie had no trouble from the indians but they
would steal when they got a chance, Our captain would give them a
beef once in a while to keep them in good hunmor, We had loose stock
for beef to replace the teams when they were lost. There were two
hundred wagons and about a thousand people in the train,

Our captain!s name was\Applegafe end we were called the iApplegat-
es by those who came afterwa;ﬁTﬂ_ Our train was the first to take the
vegons clear throush. - When we reached the Platte River we were joined
by lr. ilarcus Whitman, one of the first mlssicnaries sent to Oregon
years before by the American Board. He had been over the road several
timres and it was through his Influerce that the train was organized.

He showed the men how to ford the river - some of the wagons were chain-
ed together and men went on each side of the teams to keep them going
straight. Dr. Whitman stayed with the traln for sometime and piloted

it wany miles. Then he left us for his mission near Fort Walla Walla
vhere Whitman College now is, He promised he would send a friendly
Indian from the mission to guide us to it, which he did. Dr. Whitman
had a farm and grist mill and when we reached the mission he suoplied

118 with provisions,

There were many buffaloes on the plains. Sometimes they would
stampede and the wagons had to get out of their way or be run over.
After we left the buffalo country our provisions began to grow short
and the Indians used to come to the camps to trade dried mest and
fish for clothing or anything the whites had to ¢ive in return. One
worning they came to our camp to trade and one of the indians tied
his horse to our wagon with a long rope. We had a large bonfire and
wvhile they were trading the horses got frightened and started to run.
He pot the rove around me and threw me into the fire. Although I was
taken out quickly I was badly burned. Ify mother wrapped me up in a
sheet with tar, so I was tarred but not feathered.

e traveled on till we came to the end of the wagon road. There
wes a little fort on the bank of a river and indisns were there with
canoes, The rnen of the train divided, part going down the river with
most of their possessions in canoes, the rest in the wagons with the
vomen and children. While they were loadina the canoes my father put
e in his boat while he went after rore things, While he vas gone I
got a cup to get a drinlk,. In reaching over the side of the boat I
lost my balance and fell into the deep water. There viere nen about and
they zot me out and sent me up to the camp.
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When I Crossed the Plains to Cregon.,

Those who went 1In the wagons had to make the road as they went,
Some places were so rough they had to chop dowvn trees, lock the wapon
wheels with chains and tie logs on behind to hold the wasons back :
while golng down steep places. The women and children walked. Wwhile
we viere on this part of the road, we were joined by Genereal Freemont.,

I do not know where he cemefrom - whether he met us or overtook us -
but as he was called the Pathfinder, he must have been looking for
paths, At any rate he helped us through. My mother had two children,
myself and my brother two ysars and a half younger. General Freemont
helped her over the rough places by carrying me. S0, you see, I went
through filre and water and landed in General Freemont!s arms before
reaching Oregon City. . h , ,

We finally reached Oregon City about the first of November 1843
after a journey of six months on the plains. Of course we lost most
of the oxen and had to replace them as best we could., If one could
not get an ox he would take a cow. When we reached Oregon City my
father had his old wagon, one ox and a borrowed ox belonging to a
Methodlist minister, We stayed In Oregon City that winter, Then
Father took up government lend near Salem in Yamkill County. We
lived there two or three years then Father sold the place and went to
Benton County and took up another place at Corvalis, I think the
University there is on my father's farm. That was in 1848, Father came
to California in '49 to the mines and left us children with friends
until 1851 when we came to California. There were tents all around
the water front 1n San Francisco. When we walked on the sidewalk we
could look down through the cracks and see the water., Qakland had
one public school and the place was covered with oak trees.
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want to deceive him for ke had been so ind to me., He then said to me:
"If yov have any notes not collecled leave them so I can 3et them,

ie let me o and I left the notes with James Peorter barnaferikim, ang
when I went on a wis<ion 10 yefrs later to Ganzda I receiveg the ““ﬁ@y
wilenr had been collected., It w-g ny brother ibalils, 1
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I received 2 Putriszreral ble sinz from Y'illiam
thet in tiie I would rect V11n a friend, I
man or sone other friend I would have had <o 3
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and I unsadiled, and e were both scon ~w-y frow the grade cround.
Leter I tvnded that horse for one yoie of oxen and bou;ht another

volte of oxen and one co! and went bach to “aﬂp. vWie then rigged uvp our

Ux teems in ;lace of lLorses and =ztarted west. e Travelrﬂ ahout 12

miles and cenped for ihe ni~ht. Lere my con Filliem wes born in my wagon.

T+ pad rained so bord 211 ni-ht thet tie water wos up to our hoot-teps

around our wagon. 1iiis was in Lee County Iowa. Hext morning e fixed

up my wife anl her uwrby 25 coniortably e ;ossik]e, and sterted on for

companies from llzuvoo 1t ich ere all “bp of us.

At Bonﬁﬂ;2rt we bou:ht more flour for our twens were not strengthened

and we wer: pushing Oﬁ for the Missouri River, expecting to overtale
Lody of Saint tlhere, By this tirme our conmpany had the nane
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=nsailon Cc 2ny for me traveled “r&itj near TO”uLLHT. There
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Samuel Darton and
ugﬂ “zonily, andrew
e -
b
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J a S neEn

daughiter,

Croacze, Jonn baroman,

Connﬁ" snd food lj L“utL r Jahner an otl.er EiLam and
famliy, mny brot’ar n*Cflk 14 and fani and notrer and aycelf
and fanily, 2ad John Saith end feeily,
Tova %8 & new +nd fhinly settled territory and nany of the xaints
beln; poor,not raving teams sufficient to travel were counciled to stop
L

where the land mes not tzen up =nd put in ecrops ugtil tiey could help
themselves, 1They started at a place naued Gsrden (rove, one sloce
czlled Pisco =nd other vlaces. Sone of our canmp 'rcp ed off at thecge
places a2nd the rezt went on, e overtoolr what was lnown as Orson i
camp nesr .iskete Creelk, cloze by ihe illssourl Kiver,

Lere I Te:ran to cee some of the guffering of Sai
nizht we czme to this cemp a terrible rein storm cALE upon us with
trunder :nd wind. Next morning it ~rs painiful to see the Szintz with
their tents blown dovn =nd wagon covers iorn off ond all soaked in the
rzin. 1 went to one tent ~here it had been blown down and found 2 woeman
sittins on ile ground with a young baby both shaliding wity tlie ague,
and & nu:ber of larzer CL ildren sifti~g aronnd ker in the wet glothes
2ll shaking with tke some nalady. No one =zhle to nelp the otrer. 1L
acked tlhe women vhere her husband was. Zie s~id ke was called off to
zo0 to the llsxiczn wer to fisht for UnCLc “am, who hed driven us to the
wilderness to eniure these zufferinss. 1 iried to z tent
put could not. It wes worn out =nd torn to pleces en ”“iveu
from Nsuvoo in the dead of winler in the Aepth of
throuzh deep snow. The men =would hrpve to leave ps:
by the W2y and

with the
worn cuu. 5
. next i*'vuueﬂ on “or
Lilrriy pole on ~is'tete Cree¥
mokcine up the rest of tihe 500
The men vere zoon railsed an!
i wzoons and tents &L Aley nau
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bad built e host, hen my brof
| e

one yore of wild stecrs jurined
to cose boek. e Jowmped 4 s
wam ihem to the other 2i'le holdid

sfter ﬂvof:WUj ~g ilen lraveler
cround nerr o Jrove of tdlmuer
season 4l now fﬁr svent apd @
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&lders John Tzylor and Porley
from ¢ malssion in zwnslend while the Cg
and we traveled ith them across the pi
Wwinter arters il other =

ved in Yinter Lusriers
g rere uttlﬁc reazdy to st
Jost of the compzny le
June and rent to the korn
I
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;
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e on the ~latt ziver at
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e howin.: & hevele”
with Tever sna &, LQ. I thou
went hoqe ﬁni i nt to ed.
got them to cialnister to ne.

’ i B
daylizht, ani s0 until <we reas e had to cross tle
river on =a aede 41 of loz feross by 2 L€
and -en's e deciled to 1 in place of

1t proved iy out iy wagon trlsn. gith o

Mg we lac'tesl experience. Yhe tesm
or valsnced on the wost, bein; too
the roge ws¢ hitchel to the Front en , ra
and my wacon an” frrily a2ndl 211 I hed becan to roll the
I cauziit the hind “heel 2nd held it until it was acr OSS, H;Lt tre
was ne-rly on end, God nelped us and we were = vel,

“he nezt dzy the rope tist sulled ihe raft broke =nad I svam. ghe
river twices to zel it., I tied it =2nd -ept ferrying in ny wet
lhis zrve ume the fever anid apgue s2zain snd it stoyed with e ielf 1Ev
way aecro:s the clsins.

W e

4t the orranizeation before spoken of we were placed unfer Captsaing
of hundreds end fifties and tens. DLller John L«Vlor, ti.en one of tle

lwelve, now the Presilent of the Church trzvsled in our comgany. Our
traveling wes smooth vntil we ot zbout orne nundred iles to 2 place

called the Pauwnece wich;a, a deserted Infisn town., Thsre the train
stopped to 7ix a brid.e onf € 8 eal 2 in tle rezr so I
started on to belp, but hLad 0y BICHL Wneel
lezder Turned plf ihe rpdag ialk ¢ e:t boy, Bobert
trhere in the —wagon, beiny 2 v rc:1l aoy slep o off the
tongue to sirnd ot tie es ntil 1 couLq cole boc g
SO tu nizh sheeler Ox hroving Lim under
started up., Ghe wagon wheelz over iis
I was nezr encuzh ‘ 4
to snve nim., e 1l2id .ia 1n the
he ot ocut of tie ron and r2in i
was mot dvel. Lwurt and to iry snil naie us
into tre regon znl never _ot out #zzi
until we traveled fevur'l mundred +wlles ¢
Plati iiver. lie seeed to gEt 1
kidneys 2nd suffered fifty dest
left out s-in sn? bones. e
end weteh Lisz ?Lf?erin;
of Speveldap, Iy wile 4
suall chiildren o cttend 1
I was slieking ith arue ev
they couid For s e2nd so 34
fTull. g beried ko ‘
zn7 2 half ye rs old. It °f 0 v brotier
that way Le Hed to re-bury pim., ‘lolves brd broven into the
Up to %idis 1iw I hed lost two of ry Tt oxen and repls
with uhproten cons.
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quarters, cut hey for our stock snd start on exrly in

wss selsected down on the river called Winier Lusrters,

vere 1214 oul =nd =iven out to ihe people., In a few
mas in si-ht. DLarse stsgvs of hay were cut,

Lo he”“ ~rowyls, a ler_e loy neeting house was bullt,

4111l was muilt to grind the corn and whest the people

them., LKou=zes znd wool had to be provided for the

—

iho haé rcone on in the Le=ttsllicn.
iz we'tere set vp shops apd pneerdy all
sy, -z thowh the pesople —ere coin: to

o riiets
of work
Tor yesre.

.eat
oin
stavy

HiE
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len that could orlk hrd to —ork nesrly ni Lt znd lay, for many of the
older men vere toien with Aisease called the blaclk leg, ﬂii were entirely
kelpless. ligny 4ied of the ilse-se. LYheir legs from the “nee down
mouli set =8 bleck g coal. iy father anti ollest brother andl brothar-
in- law, 2nl brothe's only hoy big enough to hel< Lim sll had it.
Ihis left the ori% of five fzailies on archie ani e, .
ilany an eveninz I have visgited femilies of pen that had gone in
the Eattalion in tie af snow storms sad Tound trem in open loz houres
witheout any chilniing nd it showed as fast inside as it Aid ocutside.
They had nothiagz but zreen cottonwood o wurn. 1 <ot ithem Ary wood
and helped ilen 211 1 “could. IL was just hard times znd tiere was no
one to blame. ilen .ere o scorce and so many were sick and dyin
thet I Lave ;ai o so and nclp ui sexton bury the dead, Yet ti
authoritiep :e)b up ﬁbeir meetin:s znd nonr #snd then they wouid b

dance to
Eecau-
visions nman: hLad
znd seed to tn'ze
to start pezt e-
1welve thousht
aliead of the zen
in some croyuc.,
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up the spirits of LIE people.,

y fied Lo stéy tnare thizt winter . heir ro-
to _o to 47:souri to work end Lrade rislens
with tnem across ‘he ‘L vins., It ertion

rly in the Suring, but the First and the

it would be hest to st-rt 2 smell rioneers

eral compeny, to look out for a2 lo try to get

50 they with others stsrted about Lpri 7

nzisied of 143 men, 3 ’Om:ﬂ and 2 3 i

zde rosds to .21t Leke Velley, & dis 1,03

dien couvntry zod eniured a great deal of hsardship,

t 2 hovse nor =zetilement in 211 that distance, except-
Fort st Larsmie, 2bout half tie distance. & mountain-

smp a little over 100 miles from the Valley. His n=2ne

. bridcer tri-4 to discoursge the Szints, znd offered

e thousand dollsrs in money for tlie firzt ear of corn

n Zz2lt La%e Velley It mo- pather diseduresing , Hut

sham Young nor :is brethren “or they wnew th-t God

el. Lney vent on eni rezched “alt Lalke Velley on the
1647, Lhis A:v has been generslly celebrzted ever

tie City of and rais merican flsg

[ - £ A i e

on Bnsign i e"V, ~ rousd Pill on the movntsin north of the City ean? took
possession of the country in the ngme of ihe United Ststes. 1ne country
at tie tidie wes lerican territory.

lhey innedistely Btorted to cultivete the =o0il =nd planted corn,
potetoes znd otlher seede, znl beosn to ley out the eity and mnrie sllot-
ments of land, znd build hores. Some of the men vere seal bock lmmedisd
ly to winter - isrters to report. Ihey found the S-ints on the idlssouri
niver in many csaps for thev Lol formed in companies snd were not all
at Yinter usric 1livho could cere wrfpﬁri” to Tolloy the plon=erd
whiiie olners were en:o-ed i coblbivatin e soil to produce feood £ur

l
the coming

dinter.
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The next ue“nJ trouble Lap.ened near Fort brid er, atoul one hundre
miles from Salt Lzke Valley. lewe my only boy leit fell under the wag
ghile it was zoing znd tre same U sheels that had run over Lobert ran
over nis 1lwo anklesz. lie ws lne youngcat baby, “illism, now on & missi
tn New Zealand. I viced Lim up »nd the Elders camne and adninistered to
him and hLe =wes 21l richt in o fer days. Iy wapon was ne=rly loaded I
three yoke of oxen, ani 1 saw the vheels go over poth nis ankles, there
wos po olstefiing it, 1 afteriord under
th.e same wheele ~nd tiey —ere crushed to poder,
With menyv otner ~iffieulties we msi our may across
thie rouch cenyons, sn?d over the mountaing znl risched Z
at tre mouth of wmizration Cunyon on Octoler 1, 147,
brokken and ny i1ean =ply piven oobe L, uyself aH 3
2 loot j #
else in ; 5
and felt to ihenX aol f
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nlace, ofterward cslled the old
n 1 nv oxen =znd savt

70 another

off =g 1

T
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Fort, hnow the lower psr 2
down on ny broen wegon tonsue, ani s id ;
journey. lhe rect of tie f“wi]y were nesrly as be
guite, for they hed not h d so much sickness in t
However thot s 2y for =11 ow thot this wes a ple

iere we cowv.d ey to the llCt 25 of our consclence,
and mobs would not cone at le'ﬁt for avhile.

The families thzt be70““9” to the Czmnada compeny who resch there
at thet time were John, /illiam and Devid Park and fanilileszy George Lorry
and 1:n1¢y doger Lwcklﬂm, ay broilher-ia~lsw and bis faully; iy ity
and fatner, hirenibsld 2ni I and our fanilies. Cregze came with th
Pione01s, an? Jokn Bornanan went with toe Lette 11i%n nnd to the volley
by way of Czlifornia. %The rest of the comizhy remzined back until tiney
g ot resdy sith terums and outfits, and scce steyed bees and apoststized.

Lrother wialie 5 1 2t warnm
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-
ani I soon went to work buildins 2 Saw L
sprinze, trvo ulles north of the present site of o L t
proved a fzilure. e .21 been used to running 9l 1
heavy streams #ni =z low head or z fall say fion 2
thou”htﬂ a very little water vould do, but e hed
we could not aake lumbter.

The first inier w=s very nild. There was nzrdly aay snow in the
Valley 2nd very little in the nountains. “here wag no rain either, and
the sun shone 211 winter. .Srchis »nd I seved six acres of -hd_tﬁr_ coved
camp six wmiles sovth of Sait wste Y1ty on LrJ il
Bzt Mill 2nd rebuilt 1t on thrt streom, o pEl
ber -nd “uild houses., e gou frras 1r‘1ﬁ too. *Jy tr
ionsg were =etting very sceerce ~nd e were anAicus to gst
.erop. e ere not fcqu~in+“ 5ith ihe country onl thovcht i
1o ﬂl?ﬂt zll sur ;'r:en secds rizht sfter 2 heervy vain in 1
cley lani. They did not come up. Psrt of our corn we tres
SEine Wy,
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