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Jared Fox wes borm Zug. 17, 1805 at Fabius, Onondaza Co. H.Y. and

disd izy 19,
wife Eathsheb& Babcock Fox who w¥as born NHov. 1C, 1808 and died Qct. 9,
1893.

-

Memorandunm of a trip from Delton, Sauk County, "
Wisconsin to Oregon and California 3

April 12,.1852 - Aug. 12, 1854 -~ - < ~S¥< ot )

By Jered Fox

(Copied from original by Ruth Griashaw Martin .
Novesber 1930)

1845 at Delton, Wisconsin, where he is buried beside his

Ruth Gr;mshaw dartin was a great granddaughter of Bathsheba ang
. Jared Fox.
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JARED FOX'S ME~4GRAVD¢M R
KEPT FROY DELLTON, SAUK CO., WISCONSIN TOWARDS CALIrORﬂIA & OREGOH

—'———_—_--.-'—--—‘--———--—-—--.-'ll'-—--

4ONDAY APRIL }Bth, 1852 - At 4 o'clock P.M, left Dellton & arrived at -

Barraboo at dark - 9 miles,

TUESDAY APRIL 13th - Paid bill $2.75 over night.. Paid for repairing -
Fox's watch .70 cts., oats by way .13 cts.,rfor hauling load on to the
Eluffe $1.00, oats by the way again - 5 Bushelé-$l.00, Ferriage .75
cts. Crossed the Wisconein River and pitched out teﬁt on the East

Bank the second night after we left. Weather fine. Roads géod ezcept.
acrcss the Bluffs. Went-by the way of Matteson's Ferry.(-Ma&§ 18 &ilea
this day. Paid for 1/2 Lbd. Tea .38 ots., 4 Lb. Sugar .48 cts.
FEDNESDAY APRIL 14th - ¥orning fine. Had a time in the night doctoring

the Jerry horse - thought he was going tc die. Paid .58 cte. for horses
to hay and stable. Breakfast done,.tent struck and on the way 10
minutes before 7 1l'clock. Made 22 miles. Pald .15 cts. for 1 Lh.
Coffee. Lost.l pewder flask, broke 1 crystal to watch, 1 lemp and 1

hame strap, o _ -
THURSDAY APRIIL 15%5 - Horning fine. Cold. TFroze bread in cur tent.

Pald .38 c¢ts. for horses to hay. Thrashed Deoc. Broke cne vhippletree
hook, 1 cryetal to watch and started at 8. Kade 30 miles to Dodge- |
ville. Broke 1 waggon wheel box. Pald .50 cts. for 4 Eushels oats,

>

.13 cts. for 1 Lb. Candles. Rcads hard. Ead a mess of ccwslips this

day. | ) o S |
FRIDAY APRIL 16th - Paid bill of .50 cts. for rhubarb and whiskey .18

cts. Wind and 1ittle rain in morning. Thraahed Doc. Got under way
at B. Soon rained hard. Made 5% miles and stOped B% #1en SHOTL Of
Minerzl Point. Rained till night. 7 - '

SATURDAY APRIL 17th -~ Paid bill of £l.25. Got under way a little past

8. Made 18 miles. Roads very tad. Sent a Power of Attbrney to John
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L. Ward from Mineral Point and a letter No. 1 to E. H. Tapoing"“”@aw -
& man ty name of Galloway one day out on his road to move to Oregon
with a wife & 8 chilaren - One was dead & another sick

SUNDAY APRIL 18th - Staid in camp in & good place. Had a good dinner

of chickens & Johny-cake. Al1l vefy stilli 2 other teams laid up with

ue.

JONDAY APRIL 19th - Cold & foggy. 8Shot one hen. Paid $2.20 bill at

Tavern. Changed horses. Put Doc and Jerry together. All went better.
Made 24 miles. Some very bad road. Loat one good’ghip.stalk and lagh,
Bhot one duck and camped on the bank of the Mississippl River. Horses
had to stand to trees. Paid for 7 Bushels of Oats $1.75. -

TUESDAY APRIL 20th ~ Found whip with another team, Paid bill .50 cta.

Ferried zcross at Eagle Point. River one & a half miles wide, price‘

1 dollar. 2 miles to Dubuque here. We paid 1 dollar for horses to hay
a ehort #ime. Got the balance of our cutfit. Gost over 30 dollars.
Afternoon rainy. Went two miles out of town and put up 5% miles to-
day, the 2 last the worst roed I ever saw. -

WEDNESDAY APnIL 21st - Paid bill $1.80. Took one waggon at a time and

went 1 mile w*th 1t. The first 3 miles out of Dubugue is as wuch worse
thaea the Barraboo Bluffs as they are worse than the prairie between
there and Dellton and is so bad it should not be mentioned the same

day with them. Here we c¢racked the hind axletree to the Mail waggon.,
Made 10 miles to Prairie Creek. Good land but clay scil and short of
timber. Found a good place for our horses. COmienced to make bread
for ourselves. | | B

THURSDAY APRIL 22nd - Weather cool but looké more fair. Put in a'nei

axletree. Bill for same and at Tavern £2.00. Started at noon. Roads

bad but some tetter than they were. Made 15 miles.

FRIDAY APRIL 23rd - Ve killed one plgeon, 1 partridge. Thrashed Doc gs
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usual. DBroke 1 leading line and started at 8 and got stalled for the
first time. Unloaded & carried out of the mud. Rainy and cold. Very
bed rozds nearly all day. Soil so far as we have travelled in this E g
state (Iowz) is cley mostly. Made 15 miles this day. Country is roll-
ing - very little timber. Rainy at'night. Staid at Spencer. Some men
shot at mark with pistols. - , i, |

SATURDAY APRIL 24th -'Got under way.% past 8. Rainy. -Roads bad,  Lost

1 whip. Made 20 miles. Got off of our road 2 miles by trying to go .
round.the mud btut by fhe means found a good place to stop. Rainy and
cold wind. Had the sick head ache at nignt. - . . - _
SUNDAY APRIL 25th - Laid by. Very rainy all night. Thef farmer's

name where we are is Goudy and vefy fine youngerly people. Hzd iwo - :
little children. They lent us all the favors need be both for us and
our teams. And would méke us sleep in the house free of charge and
done what they could for my head. This day wrote letter Fo. 2 to E.

E. Tapping. I had forgotten to note the streams - lst from Dubuque is
Prairie Creek - 2nd is the Whitewater — 3rd Forth fork of the Yocuoketa
4th South fork of the gaquoketa gt Clarke - 5th the Wapsipinicon at
Anamosa thé County seat of Jones County and we are now a2t John Goudy's -

at Lyon Grove, Lynn County, Iowa.

 MONDAY APRIL 25+h - Paid bill of £2.27 for hay 2 nighta, 4% Bushels of

cats, 5 Lbs. of Butter, 3 dozen ezgs and started in the mud as usual

but on the whole the going improved. Made 14 miles. Crossed Cedar

River 30 rods wide. Paid .20 cts. Put up at McGruder's down in a fleld
to the right hend by a fine grove in Jchnson County 10 miles fronm Ioﬁa
City. Thie day it cleared off fine. At night 1t is very pleasant.

Lost the currycomb before we got here. Hsd a plenty of straw to eleep on.

TUESDAY APRIL 27th - A very fine morning. Froze a little last night.

Clear and warm this momning. Started at 8. Broke an axletree out of

the idail waggon the first mile behind and had much trouble to get to
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Iowa City, 10 miles. There we repaired at a cost of $5.25. Crossed'

. and camped on the bank of the Iowa River 100 rods out of tovn. We

 crossed at the lower ferry - .20 cts.

HEDNESDAY APRIL 28th - Took the south rout toward Warrenville. Made

16 miles. Stopped at Shaft'd Inn - yet in Johnson County. Fair but
gome wind. Samuel Nelson of Delavan staid with us. Got good tame hay.

THURSDAY APRIL 29th - Fair and windy. Nelson left to find his team.

Started at ¢ past 8 and had to thrash Doc. Had been two days without.
Had to pay him for old“#nd new. Came 4 miles to Warrenville. 4 year
old town on the English River, about as'large as our Spring Brook and

the town looked as if 1% ought to be put into a tub of suds and scraped

like & scurvy pig. Here I hear that my brother had pﬁssed 2 days be= }
fore and Wm. G. Mayhew 2 hours Qefore. Made 20 miles and put up in
good seﬁscn in Eeockuk Countj. Here I found Meyhew and staid together.
ZRIDAY APRIL 30th - Mayhew took breakfast with us. Here we lost two

hame. Euppose the‘dogs took them as they were left exposed over night,
StaTted about 8. Got stalled two times this foreacon - got off two shoes
from ny team. Pasaed a 1ittle town called 8igourney. 'Yade 18 miles

énd put up on a creek where there 18 no hecuse. Very windy all day. Had
have the toothache for three days and now the headache and am near sick.
Tilled 2 chickena today.

SATURDAY MAY 1st, 1852 - Started & past 7. Made 20 miles. Roads get-
ting dry - upland.' Good going bu% the sloughs are very stiff and hard.
This is the warmest day we have had. Today we forided the north branch ;

of Skunk River and ferried the main river at .25 cts. We broke the
hind axle out of Fox Waggon. I hed forgotten to say that lettera.a and
3 to E. H. %dpping were mailed at Iowa City April 27th. Grase begins

to look green and some small brush in the timber. We put up on a littie
creek in the woods 1 mile before we got to Oskaloosa. This country as

far as I can judge is famous for rolling prairie - 1little good timber -
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very few stone except what ie in the road. Three miles this éiderof
Dubuque and plenty of sloughs and bad_ones, and plenty of lightning
rods.. e | '

SUKDAY ¥AY 2nd - Lest night had a thunder shower. Lasted till 9 ofclock

this morning. cleqredbqff fine. Grass grows and we have need of it.

Hay is gone. Mayhew's with us today.

MONDAY MAY 3rd - Got under way at 7. B8oon commenced raining. Went 1
\ ;
mile to Oskaloosa. There got a new axletree and other repairs. Cost

$2.50. Mayhew went on towards Enoxville. He let ué have milk yester-
day and thié morning and some beans. Here I mailed Letter No, 1 to my
wife. Here I found George W. Pierce and wife, and Sidney Derieishire
and Cummins and Co. from Kenosha. Wergot started from here at 4 after-
noon and travelled till 10 at night to overtake Pierce and Co., and
camped in grove 11 miles from Oska@oosa, the prettiest village I have
seen in Iowa. 12 miles this day. .

TUESDAY MAY 4th - Started before 7. Came 5 mi;ea to PellaT Quite a
emart 1ittle Dutch town all in a heap. Here I got atraw bat .30 cts.,
shoe set .30 cts. and a cemp kettle §1.25 - this ;as cheap. Rocads bad
in forepart - good in afterpaft of the day. . Cats .30 cts., hay .50 per
cat. Weather ﬁarm - some wind. got % bushel beans. Made 29 miles.

Pierce and Co., with us.

FEDNTSDAY MAY 5th - Started at 7. Weather good but by 9 it rained hard
for two hours. Got stalled. Broke 1 chain, 1 hamﬁer. Crossed the Des
Hoines River 20 rods wide and 14 feet deep. * 38 cts. per team. Made

25 miles. Bad Roads. =

THURSDAY UAY 6th - Rained hard in the night and thundered sharp. Filled
the roads with water. Started by 8 and by 10 it rained hard for 1
hour. This day mzde 25 miles. Hills slipoery and sloughs full of

water. Cleared off in afternocon. At evening thundered again and like-

1
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ly to rain. The last 4 days we have seen a ncod deal of good 1and
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‘i both timber and pralrie, rica clay soil, very little stone or sand.
' Little burr oak - mostly white oak and black and some black walnut and
; “a great quantity of slippery elm - the most I ever saw,
FPIDAY u&AY 7th - Clear and warm. Made 30 miles - 35 on one prairie

.3

 ®ithout timber or stone or much water The land not as rolling as hasg

‘been back, but full rolling enough at that. The roads todey have been
‘better. Lost the dog, Rover, today. Stopped at & 1little creek and a |
few rods of timber, Clear all day.l_: o

5
o
L
i

SATURDAY MAY 8th - Watched our horses last night. Started at ¥ past 5

J’

| ,on a rolling prairie 35 miles across. Had a little rain. My brother:
jis soze 10 miles ahead. Made 35 miles. Camped near a stream and 1it-

.-?tle belt of timber. Passed 4 dead horses and 2 dead oxen. Hight be-
sfore last one company lost 7 horses. We have rasesed 150 teanms th;q_
:week. We watch again tonight. _ _ L ) B

SUNDAY MAY 9th - Staid in camp. Plezsant but cool. At noon Cumming

and Co. started and left us. I commenced Letter Ho. 4 to E. H. Tapping
Saw some men tonight that want to meke up a company who will not $ra-
vel on the Sabbath.

LONDAY MAY 10%h - Fair. Started et 6. Passed one grave close to the

.road. ITearly all prairie today and very rolling. Forded 2 small
jstreams, bad banks. HNo settlements of any account for.the last 100
‘miles, Passed 1 dead 0x today. 8aw Hays of Barraboo that made our

‘w11l sash and store sash, but did not know him till he called me by
i
'name and told his. Made 32 miles and up on a little bottom.
i .
TUZSDAY MAY 11th - Started at % past 8. Weather and roads good. Passed

4 97 teame in the forenoon. One dead horse in afternoon. All prairie
t; and very rolling. Made 29 miles to Franerville or the bluffs near what
i 18 called Council Bluffs. Here found Cumains and Pierce and Co., and
i

my brother Levi and family.
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; nEDYESDAY MAY 1Bta - Fair. Staid in camp. 1n town Bmallpox here;

~.r-

kbt .

Saw Aldin chraw today. Bought corn for .20 cta. a bushel and oatl
-for .35 cts., hard bread at .10 cts. per pound. Took 4 bushels of

‘corn and 2 of oats for each horse.

THURSDAY MAY 13th - Finished and mailed No. 4 to E. H. Tapping. Sent

75

1 paper to Leonard Dickens, 1 to Tapping and Bowman, 1 to Soper and Tap-.
ping, 1 to Charles Fox at Fabin's, 1 to 8imon J Robbins, Horwalk Ohio.
" In the afternoon went up the Missouri bottoms to the upper ferry 10

miles. Weather a little showery. Here we found our company and Capt.

w&wmm.\«

Healy camped in the crowd. At night got muddy water to use and found

ke

_that such we must the next €00 miles. This was a breaker on me and the

i
_first I hed thought of compiaining. Windy .all nighst.
FRIDAY MAY 141th - Pleagsant except.high wind. Tried to ferry in fore-.

nocn but could not. Saw one new grave of a child near us. In Afterncon
wa got across and camped. Paid $1.10 each. Lost this day 1 pail, 1 -
box of matches, 1 jack knife, 1 pocket hdkf., and Vail left 3 chairs

5 bteck at Franerville.
SATURDAY MAY 15%h - Sent a letter back to my wife and 1 to E. H. Tepping

| by a ¥r. Moore returning to Southport. tarted a% % pest 5 and mads .-
} 25 miles, all prairie to Elkhorn River, 80 rods wide. $2.00 to each

- waggon ferriage. Plently of teams here afraid of the Pawnee Indians,

' the 2 last traine had trouble with them. One White man shot and 4
Indians killed. The Indians got up a stampede with our horses before
dark. Had a thunder shower about dark which left us in the wafer aﬁd,

mud to sleep. Plenty of Indians all around us. We formed a correll

for our horses and set a watch.

SUNDAY MAY 16th - Gold‘?nd wet in the morning. Horses shaking and

shivering and hungry and we started out to werm our horses and find
and find some feed and intending on my part to stop as soon as that was

accomplished, but the btoys were afrsid of the Indians and we had to
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-keep on with the conpany. Made 23 miles this day. High cold wind and

Z
ES

_ some mist all day. Wore my cap, mittens, overcoat buckled around me -

_A ..

' ‘and suffered at that. Camped on the bank of the Platte River. Passed

.3

1 ox carcass and saw some bones of last year's California expedition.
i

All prairle, level and rich and some groves by the river.

i AL
i

LONDAY MAY 17th - Started & past 6. Fair but cold. FWater froze in our

dishes this morning. Passed 80 waggons, 100 head of loose cattle and
4
@ dozen ladies on horseback driving them this forenoon. They seemed

TG,

to be enjoying themselves very well. This day passed the most dangerous

%

place with the Pawnee Indians where there has been 3 or 4 fights in as
nany days last past and 1 man killed and left a family to get along

: 'alone and another wounded and 15 Indians killed. Made 15 miles. All
nrairie ‘except some islands in the river. Camped on the Platte. Moat
excellent land so far but some lack of timber.

mU“SD&Y YAY 181th - Fair, tut the wind blew cold all day. Came 12 miles

to Loopfork of the Platte - to the ferry. Could not ferry short of 4
days there were 80 many teams ahead of u8, 30 we concluded to go up to
_the ford 28 miles. Te passed the ferry one nile and stcpped tn feed
f&nd dine. After dinner I had %o secitle end divide with Vail and FPhelps.
“hen we Yook up ocur teaas 01d Jeck could not be found. It was on a
level prairie and not a stick for 3 or 4 miles and after looking 3 or
I4 hours with 4 horses on a Jump, we gave up. "hcught he had gone back.
The Coapany started on slewly to a feeding place and I took a horse
iIand went back t1ll I was satisfied by meeting hundreds that he was not
. . on the road back but was stolen but how I.could not tell. I turned to
i overtake my coampany and after riding awhile I found I had lost my dog.
, The wind having blown a perfect gale all day and cold and I began to get

over my sweat and was cold, tired, had a hard headache and when I began

T ey Sl
o et il b : .

to count up the day's work - 2 men gone and took one horse and what was

of the waggon I did not know, my old Jack stolen, my dog lost, my stuff

X i F & i - < S o Aoy et it sk S i e AR e
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?.-éll torn up and divided and I did not know where it was or how it wae
: and I left benind in the dark, cold and eick and not knowing wnere they

_ were I concluded I was elected for a trip to California along, but I

found the company and the dog had got there first. Made 20 miles this day.

FEDNEaDY MAY 19th - Joined in with my brother Levi. He had-s'horses

' ?e throwed away stuff too numerous to mention. Levi left his waggon -
?"and hitched on to the one Vail left. I hired a horse for the day to

_j.'put beside mine and sent Charles on zhead with the other to overtake -
)-;§

some teams that passed yesterday to see if they had not stolen my horee.

q
Levi put 3 horses to his waggon and we started on. Weather good. ¥1
.

_fPassed an old Pawnee Indian town burnt down in 1845 by other Indians. -

i .
Passed an old missionary station gone to ruins. At noon Charles met me

‘and had found my horse and if 1t had not been for our Capt. the men -
w7ould have been whipped to all intents end purposes. The afternoon
Efine. Passed some of the prettiest land I ever saw. lade 20 miles to

fc*d and cemped and unloaded and cut blocks and rut under our ‘boxes on

‘uhe bolsters to raise them and our lozds from 8 to 00 inches to fetch

then above the water and keep dry as all depends on gTub new.

TEURSDAY MAY 20%th - Weather good but cold and frosty. Commenced early

‘to ford what is called the Loopfork of the Flatte. The two first teans
fcame near drowning and 3 or 4 men would have drowned but for the timely

‘aid afforded. I should have been among those who have passed away but

for help afforded principally by Charles. The water is swift, deep and

'cold, and quicksand bottom, but notwithssanding all the obstacles in

. the way - by being in the cold water %ill noon and suffering almost to
perisning - we were, by the Lord's Blessing, all across and alive. Some

. had been all under water and some teams and weggons &ll under but by

E) ropes fastened to them beforehand they were drawn ashore and our pro-

: visions were not zs badly injured as we feared and we had rendered time-

- 1y aild to Cummins and Pilerce's Companies who had come up and got inteo
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u_jaerloue difPiCultY in trying to cross just below us. In the afternoon

.we mzde 10 miles vet and cold in the wind and before night it began to
" rain, e camped on tne open pra 4rie with very little wood or water,
This night it came our turan to wvateh in tne cold and rain and it was
not the most pleasant night of my life to tramp in the grass and rain
after the day's work we had endured, but 1t mist be done. The Indiana
muat shoot us or not get our horses. In the night something scared our
horses and some broke loose and ran but we finally secured all of ours

but another company lost 14 horses.

' FRIDAY MAY Plst - Rainy and cold wind. Started at 7. It is now 30

;milea to timber. Made 25 wiles, wostly low meadow land and some aandy

~hills. Camped out on the open prairie in the wind and rain. Have not

teen dry since we forded. Lie down in our wet clothes at night on the

ground but sleep good.

SATURDAY MAY 32nd - Rained hard all night. TVery wet, baving rained 3

nights and one day steady. In forenoon travelled over low ground.

Waggons cut in badly. Towards noon cawe where it is higher and more

level. This forenoon we passed the bleached bones of horses and oxen _

iof other companies in other days and 2 graves marked Xellogg 1848.

Came to a stream =nd forded. Cne of our company said that two Fears

' ago he went along here and there was hundreds of waggons left here and

' the scent of dead horses and oxen was very bad indeed. We saw the bones

: of the animals and some remnants of waggons. None left yet this year.

b g,

P

7 In the afternoon rassed some of the prettiest county I ever saw betteen

_ the creek and the river. None ever handsomer. Made 20 miles and camped

near the Platte. Very good grass. Team tired travelling on the low
ground tkis forenoon but have good feed tonight.

SUNDAY MAY 23rd - To our shame we started unnecesszrily in the after-

noon and travelled some 10 miles. Passed one new grave and 3 old ones.

Waether fail and &ll prairie except a few cotton wood trees on the is-

{Mn-—-..._.-nu.. e, b, e i
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lands in the river. No stone %o be seen since we left the Missouri

rﬂiver but bones are getting to be very plenty, hardly out of éight of .

OJDAY LAY 24th - Weather good. Roads very heavy by reason of so much

L B’
‘ _were crossing, Pierce's Company having staid 10 miles back of us.

"Cnolera raging on the south side of the Platte at a dresdfull raie and

*ain but not very badly cut up because it has been but about 10 days

"1nce teams began to pass here. We are passing many teams. The horses

_Ere yet ahead. B8tarted at 5 this morning and made 25 miles. dame to

:ﬁere there is plenty of prickly pearé such as I have seen in boxes
élaced in windows. In some places there is from ¥ to a bushel in a
jlace or bunch. Wild tcmatoes an@fandelions. This day began to witnese
%he destruction of property and life. Plenty.of 0ld bornes and several
:1d graves and waggon irons. Today passed 4 new graves, one & mile.

rom our cam@, buried an hour ago and left s wife and several children
ust gone on a mile szhead. ¥e forded the river yesterday from the scuth
ide . -Plenty of teams - miles of them - on the other side in sight
‘rom this side and many cpossing and some drowning in the attempt.

azsed some gun barrels and a part of a new waggon, the Tremainder

-urant up for wood. When we pass 4 new graves in a day it reminds us

.me at least) that death has been alonz the track. We saw several ante-
.ppes today and killed a deer. Camped on the prairie as we have made
'p our minds to take in wood and water when we can and camp gway from

she old camps. . _
JUCSDAY MAY 25th - Started % before 6. Came %0 Elm Creek in 2 hours.

Stopped there till 11 o*clock to wash. While we were here the ox teams

"that crossed the river yesterday went past us ae though they were )
; 1

kicked by us - one continuous string and one drove of sheep. At 11
o'clock Cummin's and Pierce's Company cawe up and reported 5 deaths by

cholera one mile in the rear of us lzst night at the place where they

o )
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Jﬁ-gll'we Te hustlin; over to try to escape it 1f possible but they are

_i:falling now on this side. We gathered up our traps and started as soon
3 is possiole. Passed before night 211 the teame that passed us and some
- .otners. Hade a good day's drive - some 30 miles - and pitched our tenta

o ”bn the bank of the Platte - a plenty of teams 1n slght across the

:éiver. A trifle of rain,

JEDNESDAY ¥AY P8th - Clear. Started 15 past 5. Everyone seems to be

in a hurry. Ox teams are on the'move. Drove fast. Poor feed at noon.

_-r

’2st one new grave and one not as new and I don't know how many old

*
>

)nes. Saw several by the boards yet standing but I see that graves
icn't 1ast/10ng here a8 there is no coffins and many only half buried.
-hey soon fall in and the buffalo aﬁd wild animals soon tear and paw
;hem to pleces. Roads are getting more dry. Made some 30 miles, Put
‘P 8t 5 olclock. After we got our horses out and tents pus up we found
shet a tent close to us had a dead nam in it of cholera; He was well’
’his morning. Plenty of teams hustling through the river wherever -
shey dare a8 it is so sickly on the other side. We are now in the
suffalo countfy and they have eat the grass down like sheep and in
.any places 1t 1ooké like a dairyman's cowyard. Tonight we begin to-
ourn buffalo dung to cook by and it does well. Burns readily. 7-
>'clock and near sundown, the comrades of the dead man are digging his
3raie and bﬁrying hin near the road esome 10 rods in frent of our tent.
so0ks solemn. Well in the morning and in the grave at sundown. Had a -
brother with him and wife and children. He was from Ohio. I have
;since learned that the brother that was well when he was buried died
:before morning and was buried after we left that morning.
TTHRUSDAY MAY 27th - Clear. Started % past 4. Roads getting dusty.

. i3 _
| 5 Pessed several teams before they started. Passed several old graves.

{

'One'marked Ezekiel Clifford died May 9th, 1851. Pawssed one cow and

i

Yokt ao poor they were left to die. At % past 6 we left the level clay

™




e e s et o

e '

bottom of the Platte and care into the sand nills. In a few miles we

came to a bottom again but more eandy and some marshy. Came to sone_

falkaly water and 1 good cold spring. Crossed a little stream and camped.
?ery fair day but very warm. Made 30 milgs; Nearly all buffalo pasture,

'%at close last year and will not burn ovei. A vast many trails where

they have come from a distance to the river to drink and many buffaleo -

bones very large, especially the skull bones and horns. Their horns

%ack and crook short round forward, and full round foreheads. No

R .

... tlmber. Passed 1 waggon mostly burned up. Good grass at night.

i 4

‘ TRIDAY MAY 28th - Started at 5. Clear. Roads getting very dusty and

i = er large and the grub or bug horns very short, come out back and stand
!

}andy in the afternoon. Heavy sand hills. ¥ery hard for team and the
an hot. The dust rose like clouds both before and behind us on bﬁth
_ 53ides of the river. We made 28 miles - 100 far for the going and
‘_- Jeather. Our stint is to pass 50 teams per day but today we have pasged
- iear 150, some droves of loose cattlé, making in all near 3000 head of
" n cattle, horses and mules and 1 reznant of a waggon left by scme one shead.

ZATURDAY MAY 29th - Olear and warm. Jack and Jerry gone. Found them

2 miles off. Started ¥ past 5. Soon came into heavy sand hills. A%
;noon we came down to the Platte agaln. Cumnins and Co. came up with us
2gain. Some of them had been sick. Bay there is more cholera behind.
Last night and this morning saw James S. Jones of Christie settlement
;near to Barraboo on his way to Oregon and Califcrnia. In the afternocon
:came to the bottoms again and crossed a number of small streams. Sandy
%and heavy wheeling. Made 27 miles. Passed but a few teams - some 20.
fPut up among the waggon irons of other days lieing in the grasa; This

| f . has been a long_yellow day. Passed vast amount of buffalb bones, some
) i;.appeared to have been shot but most of thew have died of age or disease

or winter killed. We saw a few carcases nearly whole that probably

died a few weeks sbnce. By the appearance of the horns and teeth the
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) most of them die yearlings o“ very old - from 12 to 15. Horns stand

back and then cofl short round forward. Smell ‘shower in night.

A ot

b (SUNDAY VAY 30th - Plessant. Out Capt. seemed to be anxiocus to bring

his company through but feared for 6rass uaere were ‘80 many teama. He

ey

said we ought to keep ahead of the 3000 that we pessed Friday ana we

kit
e

started out early and travelled till % past 9 and passed 3000 more, the

P
e

most of them on the more. We then stopped ti11 3 o'clock I suppose

R

1500 or 2000 passed us while we Were there. Thie day has been very

. i,

" wara. Here we lighted up again by throwing away. We have now got rid

b, §of our tools mostly, some of our ropes, some of our harness and 3 feet
:off of the hind end of our waggons, 2/3 of our bags, all of our horse
tblankets, some of our clothes and some of our dishes, etc. In the after-
;’noon passed over eome very bad sga2nd bluffs and came down again to the
jbottoa. Passed most of the teams that passed us. Made 18 miles. Our

fcompany left one waggon today and 1 before.: .
LONDAY MAY 31st - Started at 5. Paseed 50 waggons. Passed quite a

distance where the gTound is covered with a week about 8 inches high,
the flower is Bomething 1ike the prairie rose of Wisconsin, but 1s as
‘white &8 can possibly be and looks as if the vwhole surfact of the earth
:a¢0und wag covered with new snow. Tnis forenoon saw acroaa the Tiver
| ~scomething that loocks some like rocks. Passed a goqd deal of stuff this
rforenoon —-1 waggon, 2 feather beds, lots of coats, hats, vests, boots,
éwomen 's and cnildren 8 clothing of every description. Made 30 miles on
ithe Platte bottom. Clay soil. Grass bad at night. Plassed a great
famount of teams today and they are so thick tonight that we can hardly
gfind Toom. Saw some stone here - the fi’st 8ince we left council
? Bluffs. This day noiiced 2 old graves, 1 marked Martha Hawk, died
: August 16th, 1849. Did mot see any mark on the other,

|

L st e, .
.’ ‘
e

- TUESDAY JUNE 1st, 1853 - Started at 5. Very felr and we passed a great

% meny teams but some oxteams passed ue tefore we started for the first

é;

Ay~ .
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%ime The road today has been all sorts - knobby, sandy, clay, uphill
and down, steep water cuts and any amount of dqst. Noticed 3 graves,
1 marked Mre. ¥ A Thompson, died August 9th, 1851, aged 52, and 1 be—
Bide this marked Ziba, son of ~-- Davenport of Wisconsin died May 2lst,

1892, aged 18, and 1 new one, no mark. Hard wheeling all day. Made

iz
25
3

miles. Passed a drove of sheep. Some alkalie water. Some tolerable
asg. DBefore bedtime had g perfect gale = the ﬁind blew down all our
i O T IR e 4 |

'
i

EDNESDAY JUNE 2nd - Fair. Started at 3 o'clock in the morning. Very

y :
}uaty. Hard up for water all day. Some alkalie. Made 37 miles. Hsd
3 _

1 sick headache.

G

‘HURSDAY JURE 3rd - Rainy in morning. Finished Letter ¥o. 6 to E. H.

‘apping to send from Fort Laramie. Started af % past 6. Cleared off
it noon - hot. At noon wrote Fo. 1 letter to Leonard Dickens. A 1it-.
ﬁle mud,.some sand. Made 25 miles. Met and sent ny letters by a so-
;alled express but dont know but it is all a hoax. Paid .50 cts, for
sach letter to the States. He said his name is G. G. Blodgett of Mil-
_,aukee. -

‘RIDAY JUNE 4th - Clear and hot. Started at 5. Some gcod and some not

300d road. Passed 1 waggon only partly destroyed and 2 horse carcases.

lade 28 miles. TFeed good. lfgrave‘marked Catharine Booth, died

‘ugust 18th, 1851.

 3ATURDAY JUNE 5th - Oame to Fort Laramle at 7 o'clock in the morning.

Tent across the river to the Fort. Meiled Letter No. 7 to E. H Tap--

1ping Here are two rather decent dwellings and some 3 or 4 other things.

nhum

I think 6 in all. The Fort is of no great account. XNo farming done
Dere and very little, if any, gardening. Saw a few Indiane, the first
“we have seen eince May 18th. We started from here at 11 ofclock and
"kept the North side of the Platte. Soon came among the Black Hills,
Made 16 miles and put up at 3 P.M. At night abouf dark there came up

|
i
L
3
3
i
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7; snower of wind and rain and Ttlew our tents 2ll down and nearly turned
'our wabgons wrong side out, Rained till dark and things were in a

JAé -}et fix, ' | e |

;) o 7 B
SUNDAY JUNE 6th - Started ¢ vefore 5. Drove t111 12 noon. Started

';at 3 and drove t11l 7 P.M. Made 25 miles among the Blakk Hills. They
heaped upon heaps of gravel and rocks of a dark color and 8teep up and

dewn but mors rise than fall and as you rise over them there seeme to
'be no end as far as the €ye can reach - all ig the Bame. Much of 1t

A

3eems to rock and there are many small pitch pine and dedar trees
7hich SBeem to be darker color than we have at home and they are from
nne to ten feet high and twice as broad as they stick eamong the rocks
311 seemns to have a dark and sombre appearance and they are termed the
31ack Hills. Once today we let down with g Tope. Baw 5 or 8 traders
71th Squaw wives. Saw old waggon irons. TFound water 3 times today,
:OUDZY JUNE 7th - Off at ¥ past 4. Had rain in the night. Gool.

7ery cold all day. Hed good roads for a hilly rocky country but kept
*ising. The wind is cold. Wore overcoat and mittens. Got water in 2
slaces in foremoon. 1 grave marked L. G. Williams of Coldwater, died
Tune 25th, 1850 aged 24. Made 25 miles. Not as cold at night. Baw -
~2ny curious formations in rock and clay; Good grass. Was sick nyself
71th the diarrhea and others complaining. At night there were some of
18 didsatisfied with the balance'&f the company and had teen for scame
:+ime and we hauled off snd would like to have taken our capt. with us
'but he was so linked in the teams of the others that we could not. The
haul—off party numbered 14 men, 3 women, 7 waggons and 23 horses, leav-
1ng 15 men, 1 woman, § waggons and 21 horses. We that hauled off

’-:' %JOiDEd Cumnins Co. T.uis night Sister Ruby, my brother's wif&, was
?‘ 5 fa*l:zeukezi sick and Plerce, Derleyshire and Morehouse were all sick of

‘diarrhaea,

£

A i

TUESDAY JUNE 8th - Qur cowpany (Cumsins) started at 1ittle past 5.

w—-ar m:-—,-, s o

—
i
A
3

B
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-j ‘ 'had some Very hilly road but gooa of the kind. Made 30 miles. Passed

1 ox left to die of his poverty. Put up on the Platté on a good'bpdt .
Qf June grass. This has been a very fine day - good ‘breeze tut not

cool Healy's Co. near us at night.

T:DNESDAY JUNE ch - Started at 5. Clear. Most of the sick seem on t e
nénd Lost my dirk knife in forenoon. In P, H. had a very hard sandy.
ravelling - cut in to the dry not sand % way to the hube. Some 6 or

i;n,-g
’ did not feel able to walk. Made i1t hard for horses wallowing in the

*:i oW sand and sun. This is trying to old nature - on the sick especi-
! : ily. 1 grave markedVHiram Flint of Capt. Davis's Co. of Tennessee,
1ed Sept. 1st, 1851. 1 dead ox - been dead a snort time. Made 235
_iles. 8ick all on their feet at night. Camped close on the bank.of‘
;_.— %e Platte. This is the first time I have seen any fog on this river,
o 1e other side seems to be lined with teams. Feed not as good tonight.

>st of the country between here and the Fofét is good for nothing, as

j'can see plenty of stone in some places but no timber to speak of and
2e land is not good. This day met a company of packers from Oregon,

-je woman in the train. Left Oregon April 18th. Their mules lcok well

xd they report feed good.

- IURSDAY JUNE 10th - Fair -.some wind. Remained in cazp t111 noon apd

orked and repaired. Boys killed a buffalo fat as nud and some of the
.eef made me scme broth which done me much good. 8ick are gaining. The
=Vlkhorn, Wisconsin, Company passed. I saw Eradley of Elkhorn and wife.
Lad been sidk but better now. Started at 10 mimites past noon. Went
hrough mud where the river had flowed over the roszd. The wind blew a
_ éale and had to stop and turn to i, dgep sand in the road and the sand
{ ind dust blew so we could not go or see. Made 15 miles. 1 dead horse

-4
and 1 dead ox, 1 ox turned out to die, a large number of gun barrels,

i

some waggon irons, a number of oxyokes and irone, etc. Came to the up-

¢
o ——— "'r'u- .

{
!
; " ‘per ferry scross the Platte. where they all ferry across to the nothern

L S e a i i R £ e ot £ it S e e e e
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: éide of the river. Wind went down at night.

'-»ﬁ-

over probably 4000 head in all. Good driving in morning. Dust leid.

"”:ass and water and when we 80t to water the wind blew a perfect gale.
| ~}e epring small and 6 or 8 feet down the tank and 30 to 40 to dip out
f it and dust drifting in from the top till it was thick and man and
ﬁast 80 choked up with dust we could hardly see or ewallow., This was

Vlifter On our teams. Some 3 miles further we g0t a little grass

1king 33 miles in all today. I see that others had made up their minds

=re that times were hard for here were lots of waggon irons, stoves,
24 furniture, overcoats, ted clothes, 1 bed of feathers, hads, coats,
'aots and 21l sorts. Bones and graves. Passed several graves today
Jt 80 dusty we don't know how many. Put up % paet 5. Capt. Healy's
nd Elkhorn Cos. behind. Cool at night. 1I.had to watch. Took teams

ff some ways from wéggons.

ATURDAY JUNE 12th - Clear and cold in morning. Started 3 past 5. Good

b ‘cads for hills and a good day to drive. Hade 25 miles. Passed Inde-

’ s o s, .o sl . | b
g

‘endence Rock where a couple_we:e married yesterday. Crossed the
}weetwater on 13 old logs pinned together. Paid .40 cts. each waggon
‘d done the work all ourselves. Swam and forded our horses. 1 dead
;orse. Plenty of bones znd irons of the other companies in other days
vhich to me 1ooked 80rry but others did not seem to mind. 1 grave - g
: &ady - don't recollect the name. Plenty of names cut and written or
? ipainted on the rocks in this vicinity. Found my dirk knife,

, i SUNDAY JUNE 13th - Saould be a day of rest but Thurseday Capt. cummins

£

'f?

o et

stopped % day to work and 80 thst must pay for s whole Sunday to drive.
Btarted a2t 5. (Clear end very cold. Eszt breakfast witb my overcoat on

YT e

IRIDAY JUNE 11th - Slight rain last night. Sterted at 4 past 4. Passed

a% ferry and thereabouts BOme 200 teams, 1 large d:dve and some small -

A'good deal of uphill but roads fine. Towards noon.wind rose Tight in
#A4

' cur eye and the dust flew thick to suffocation. Drove 30 miles without

et ———— e e o
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J%nd suffered at that. Made 15 miles and put up. Here cut my nzme in

ulay rock across the brook. 2 dead oxen and lots of bones in among

R

rocks up & hill off from an alkali bottom. At night the wind kept a=

wnirling and a real blor took down our tents Very 11tt1e rain,

' jONDAY JUNE 14th - Levi and I finished dividing our stuff and Charles

qd I found curselves with 3 horses and our little waggon end trape by
ursklves. Started at 6 wlth these. Passed one grave marked O. ¥.
ampbell died 1850. Passed 2 dead oxen and lots of bones of oxen here-

;ofore. Every few rods a heap of bleached bones. Plenty of names“""

S

;arved and painted on the rocks and signs of Roman catholics, Freemaa—
ins, 0dd Fellows, and the 1ike. Passed 2 more dead oxen in afternoon.
?ery sandy and hard travelling. Brass very poor and has been for the
%ast 100 miles. Camped near the Sweetwater. Not much grass. Made -
A A
UDSDAY JUNE 15th - Started at 6.  Hard sand and gravel road.uphill.

©0ld on one side and hot on the other. Fleaty of mcuntains hardly -

‘overed with snow. Orossed the Sweetwater egaln at noon. Little grass.

ne grave marked R. B. Orear died June 35, 1850. We have been psssing
cme of the Rocky Mountains for 2 days past. Caamped 2% 4 o'clock on
e Sweetwater. Better feed. Fassed 2 dead oxen and 8 dead buffaloes.
2de 34 miles. Forded twice. Pleasant day. o '

CDUESPAY JUIE 16th - Clear and cold. Ia the morning ice in our dishes.

'ad some antelope for breaxfast. Some of us sbout half sick and the
:alance abour half well. Started at 6. EHad a long hard day's drive
p heavy hilla, some rocks. TForded several emall streams and one bad
slough. Made 33 miles. Came to the top of the Rocky Mountains. ¥o
Erass morning, noon or night; Teams fare hard. Plenty of snow all a-

3 .
oout in drifte 10 or 12 feet deep. Today saw young Weed from Rock

| - _
Prairie. Passed 6 graves, 1 filled yesterday. At night on the summit

q :
we Baw 2 or 3 families of the 8hoshone Indians. Some 10 or 12 - old

)
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','Ehd young. Tae first we have seen except some trader's wives since

' the lsth of May. Grass is scarce. Teaus must die and then the people,

,;; & oit; the fousands behind. Tais morning I saw some yellow daisies

Euch as oy father has in his meadows,

il

f"emsnu JUNE 17th - Started at % past 6 and in 4 miles came to where :

'"he water runs westward towards the Pacific. Hard show for grass all

: bl %

,' .ay as usual and teams begin to look hard. At 5 in the afternoon
T

aving made 22 miles we came to junction of Oregon and California .

3ads. Here Charles and myself took the Oregon trail alone, a little

i

)wn in the mouth. Cumming and Co. took the Salt Lake road and ny bro-

o bbarinne. g s eI

1er Levi and family with thenm. We came 5 miles further, 27 in all,

7d camped alone entirely for the first time on the top of the Rocky
-untains. Passed Teceipts with A. W. Pnelps today, but Vail acted a-
sive and would not pass Tecelpte although he had agreed to do so.
ssed 5] graves and some men making another.

“IDAY JUNE 18th ~ Cleer and cold in the morning. Charles snd I started

1 2 train by ourselves alone at % past 5. Mads 3 miles to the Big
xndy river and forded and halted a8t 7 o'clocx and let our team rest,

*t 1% was little there was to eat and now we have 43 miles without
lass or water and wood. We donit expect 1t hag been so long since .
3 have seen any. At 3 P.M. we started and at sundown stopped an hour
1d let the horses pick ﬁ 1ittle but there was no grass. Ve gave theﬁ
;little water out of our cans and gave them 3 pints of ocats each and
20t t111 nidnight and then gave them a little more water out of our
Zns and a quart of ocats each and then at the rising of the sun we stop-
L ad and got breakfast, gave out the last of our water .and went on and
{- §ad some of the worst hill both up and down that we ever gaw. Waggon

b
; ad the appearance of going out entirely by the hot sun and the 8and,

A 1ittle before noon got to Green River, Gave another quart of oats
.4

around. Paid 59.50 to be ferried and nearly quarrelled in the bargaiﬁ'
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cf after 1t. Vent over some awful hills for 8 or 10 milea. Horses

-nearly done out and at 6 Saturday night, June 19th, got half a show for

uunday feed. We stopped by ourselves, But plenty of others in sight, .

Liicial

*ave our horaes all the chance we could t11l dark, but we were so tired
Hnd sleepy that we had to tie them up close to us for we saw Indiana

‘_ere.- The dog did not allow them to come closge in the night. Passed
A Y graves, 1 dead ox. Msde 53 miles in the two days asnd one night. *
5 }
als stream is called Lost river, but none of the musketoes (moacuitoes)

b

Le lost - they are all here. - . .

JHDAY JUNE 20th - Up and had my horses out at 3 in the morning; Let

harles sleep till 8. Horses had a fine time except the musketoes, Ve

D

soked over our stuff 3 it wanted airing etc. Pleansant all day but at
‘ght looked like rain. -

YDAY JUNE 2let - Shod horses in the foremoon till I was tired out. -

sarted at 3 past 11. Forded the stream. Had z little rain. Kade 10

';_: iles and I was in such pain in my head, back ard hips and so asick we

| '3u1d not go further. It geemed as if they would come apart. We saw
few little cedars and poplars today. We put up alone near some

2rings and tolerable feed..

JZSDAY JUNE 22nd - Had & most distressed night. Did not eat, sleep or
28t. Have not eat since yesterday morning, Charles is down in the
outh, poor fellow, can't eat. A%t 8 o'elock I have a bed fixed in the
aggon aﬁd Charles get up the team and we start.. Very warm but snow
anks all around us. Soon came to some most tremendous hills or moun-

ains. Wind rose and it thundered and lightened, rained and hailed and

i

I
!_  lept now and then I peeped out to see Charles dttve atraight up or
{0

lstraignt down. TWe found more mud today than in & month before caused

;nowed and was very cold. I was chilled through covered up in bed, ex-

@y the snows melting and running down the hil;sides.' Some of these

1.3

were very tad - deep and steep. In one of these we got the team in

k . TR D 2 R LR i e B B PN g Bdoe bl y St e RO . (et
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till I did not know how we would ever get Jerry out - he was all un-
Y der but nis nead On some of tne hills today we coula actually see the
Qlouda below us. We made 18 miles and forded what 1s called Hams Fork

#*

_of Bear River. We had to raise our box by putting things on the bols-

ters to keep our things from getting wet. We broke out one stake of

2

Qur waggon. Here we camped after corssing and I feel better than I
id tois morning notwithstanding our hard day's work, but I feel poor-

y at that. Plenty of snow close by. Passed 3 graves. Saw some of

L ‘ne mountain flax today and it reminded me of ours and resembles it -

Iy much. Has.a blue blossom. Feed is getting better. When we came

IR
2 comb Jerry we found he had a bad wound just back of his forelegs -
large hole cut deep. I Ssuppose that he cut it in the mud when down.

'DHESDAY JUNE 237d ~ Got up and put the horses out at 3 - look hard

> be but half fed on grass and out in the cold. Clear and cold. ' Got
Teakfast with my overcoat on over my other and suffered at that. Cne
* the graves we saw yesterday was marked M. Beal, shot June 12th,
262, by Balsley of Boone County, Kentucky. This morning we saw a
cave close t0 our tent marked Leon Balsley, shot June l4th, 1852 for
- 2e murder of Matthias Beal, June 12th, 1852, both of Boone Go., Ken=-
1cky. 8o justice overtook him soon. Started é past 7 and went right
2 Jacob's Ladder two miles and could see the teams descending on the
Sher sides as we did yesterday with 2 wheels chained and all due dili-
- 2nce at that to keep from ending over. After we got on top of the
:ill We had some 10 miles of good road and begin to see a 8prinkling _
?f small timber. Some little poeplars and balsam. Passed through a
;rove of some 20 rods wide - the most timber we have seen in a thousand
iles and in this grove there is I suppose 5 or 10 thousand, for ought
7? know) names cut in the trees. Some printed with chalk or waggon
.irease red paint and anytaing and everytning. Dates from 1845 to the

4 i ,ﬁresent, but most in 1850 and many of them are 10 to 15 feet from the

-
b
5--,
g
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grbund. In the afternoon ve hod tne worst road that wag ever made and

ey -4

this was not made but people tumbled down the hills neck and heels

_ vith all the wheels cnained mile after mile and then up and down again.'
k | ;e 22 miles and got within two miles of Bear River. Noticed 6 graves
_ byday besides the one near our teat in the morning. One was markedr
; - E:i E. Ford of Oswego, N. Y. died July 10th, 1850, aged 25. One waﬁ
1 = iice Stone, died July 23rd, 1848, aged 67. One was Mariah C. Emerick

2d July 1l4th, 1848 aged 47. There were these three at what were .

}led the Poison Springs and the ladies must have been Cregon emigrants

H

.there was 1little going to Clifornia in 1848. Te have had good grass

b et iyt e
'

‘ay and good grass and water tonight.

RSDAY'JUNE 24th - Started at 10 o'clock. Weather fair. Roads good

;ept about a mile at Smiths is bad. A snort bit of road after crogs-
? the 4 branches is full of large stones tumbled from a singular

;king Tock or bluff near by. Made 22 miles this day to Thomas's

k. Passed 9 graves, one markxed David P. Cardmer of Walwenth Co.,
jconsin, died July 19th, 1850. Passed 3 dead oxen. Gecod feed. Baw

1 Brent of Elkhorn going by way of Oregon. At Smith's Fork we carried
3t of our stuff across on Old Jack, the water being too deep for our
‘zgon tox and very swift.

IDAY JUNE 25th- Started at 6 O'clock the other teams that were camped

3T us having gone, we were ieft alone with a plenty of Snake Indians.
| had to cross Thomas Fork to start on, but had good luck except got
little water in our box but not to hurt much. .Made 11 miles over the
:rst of nille entirely to Bear River again. Made 23 miles in all to-
. ;y. The balance of the road gquite good. Passed 3 graves and 1 dead
& :. Had fears of Indians at night but no harm. Grass good.

\TURDAY JUNE 26th - Started at 6. Passed some good little streams of

:buntain water. Made 20 miles to Mud Creek and the first of the Soda
i ,
“prings. Passed 1 grave made an hour before. The man got up his teams
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in, the morning and at noon was turied. He was'from Ohio.: Left a'ﬁife

’ar.d 9 children, the oldest had been 8lck 16 days and still is sick, by .

”*ng into the water after having the measles. Passed 2 dead oxen and 
Ecw some red-top and dandelions and large tnistle and speckled trout,
€’s. Here saw a man by name of hiller lived 4 miles from Whitewater.
Er; an oxteam and going to California. All well. We are now among the
5 ike Indians and they are numerous and to be feared unless we keep in

.-ge companies. They are great for stealing horsee. e have already

nthea have as many as 300 horses and some of them English horses. I

-Spose SBtates ones. They have just stolen 30 from one company. -

DAY JUNE 27th - Staid in camp till noon. Then started because we

ﬁ not like to stay alone on account of the Indians. Very warm in ;
3 middle of the day. It seems as if the musketoes would destroy man
i beast. - The grasshoppers, too, are very thick and have been for 3
78 back on Bear river and I think must soon finish up the feed. kade
iilea today to Snake village. He‘e we saw lots of Indians and any
~atity of poniea and stolen horsea. Here wrote Letter to Zlder Ho-
}t, E. H. Tapping and my wife.

DAY JUI'E 28%h = Foudn my watch key broken . and in trying to wind ay .

:ch broke it and had to lay 1t by. Sent my letters this morning by

H. Nables of St. Paul. Soon found that Doc and Jack had eaten scme-
ing polson. Doctored them up as well as we could and they soon got -
Ster. Here we cleaned all of our ﬁorses. At noon we harnessed up -

ﬁ was about 'tc start when the Peoria Co. from I1linois came up that‘
j wanted to travel with to Oregon and we went .one mile and camped, .-
iear and warm. Saw Leander Weed today going to California. Said Van
?unt was benind. Had a chat with Capt. Grant and his half-breed wife

3
H

3d babies. He is quite a coon and has a good deal of musical talent.

"_1ssed 2 graves and 2 dead oxen.

3}ESDAY JUNE 29th - Had good feed and good rest last night., Cloudy this
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worning. Started at 6. Came 3 or 4 miles to the junction, " Took the -

WLy

righthand for Oregon. Osme 6 miles further and overtook C. A. Thatcher
£ Oregon. Made 20 miles tais day. Passed one grave mérked D. Porter

diéd”July 16th, 1849, aged &9 yeérs. Grass'good.i Have come to the

Bp%ckled trout - not bad to take. This day passed many of the large

+

. crickets apokeﬁ of by Palmer. They are not as black as I expected bug

j'? ie yellow and are from the size of the ends of the fingers to the

.~ ze of the whole thumb. They are very thick and nearly'cover ther

=

- ound in some placed. Plenty of red-top, June grass, dandelions to
te all yellow, toad p2antein and now and then a very small scrub pine
icedar or poplar.

EHESDAY JUNE 30%h -~ Cool and pleasant in the forenoon. -Passed sever-

- emall streams and springs, some sharp hills and stony, some brush b vy
é sldes, one very fine spring flowing out of a high bank. Today came
where many wild flowers were in bloom which adds much to the already
é:ge variety. 8ome of them are very fine colors and swveet Bcented.
‘3 largest musketoes I ever saw have preyed upen us for scme 10 days
2aatly to our annoyance, and our teams, but today the big fly has
?1rmed.and takee 2ll clean fore and aft. It is to be hoped they will
%t last long. If they do, our teams cannot. Today paid .50 cté. to
Vhalf-breed for crossing his bridge some 20 feet long rather-than get
'ily in the mud and water. Made some 24 miles today. Stopped at a
fall siream before starting on the sand stresch near Fort Hall. Got

-fine stem of currants, some ripe, tonight.

URSDAY JULY 1st, 1852 - Watched last night. Weather fine this morning.

‘me 15 miles yet to Fort Hall. Our company are behind. Did not coxe

3 last night. Saw Thatcher and Van Brunt yesterday. Have not seen

‘hem today. At night camped 5 miles past Fort Hall, making 20 miles

¥
“ravel today. The last 7 miles before we got to the Fort was almost ome

T,

U,

ébntinuous ford, one half mud and the other water. It is a2ll low ground

i
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full of small streams and sloughs. At night we came to and camped on

the tank of an oldg one called Pul tney river. Fort Hall 1s no great

hffair. It is built of adobes mostly two stories but very low and.

g

1arge enougn ®n the ground so zs8 to have Toom for a tier of rooms all

_ ground the outside, Opening to the center wnere is a emall yerd. The -

“ooms Judging from appearances, are used for various purposee, such as
toring furs and provisions, ammunition and firearms dleeping, cooking,'
B )ing business making half-breeds, and such like. There seems to be
glow place full of bushesg and grass some 10 or 12 miles wide. I dontt
iow how long, perbaps down the river some ways. Now we come to the
,gger Indians and it is expected some of us will get robbed or killed.
Fere is but 10 men at the Fort and they are half—breeds, except one.

} are cautioned to go in large trains. Now calls for patience, vigi-
:nce courage, by night and by day. It is said that we are liable to
:ve a ball or arrow at every crock and t¥urn, or rock or bush we come

> and toe musketoes won't let us Test 1f we could. It ie almoet im-
assible to get a mouthful of victuals from one's plate to his mouth
!thout getting a lot of thenm on to it on the way. . o -

’IDAY JULY 2nd ~ All alive and well 4n good geason. We were carrying.
1: iraps across the worst pa vt found yet in ocur journey. Water to
le horses backs. Jack and Jerry could but Just touch bottom and when
‘3 g0t across the water, the mud was worse yet. 5 times each crosséd
'arrying the most of our vaings, and then I drove the waggon through
aile Charles took the single horse. It was over the waggon boz by a

H
;oot. It wae a job to oross the mud but a 1ot of us joined together .
nd drawed them through by hand. It was all the horses could do to get
hrough 8ingle, and many of them got down at that. It took all day to
+

eet 40 rods. 1In one hour after we had cleared the bank of waggons, there

3
7a8 41 more arrived to 80 the same over again. We finally hitched up

and went & miles st night. Good grass end water.
i .




